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Subpoenas for Hunter Biden and the 

members of the Biden family who have 
been grifting off this country and the 
impeachment for Joe Biden that he so 
richly deserves. 

Do these things or face a motion to 
vacate the chair. 

Let me alert the country, a motion 
to vacate might not pass at first, but it 
might before the 15th vote. If Demo-
crats bail out MCCARTHY, as they may 
do, then I will lead the resistance to 
this uniparty and the Biden-McCarthy- 
Jeffries government that they are at-
tempting to build. 

I know that Washington isn’t a town 
where people are known for keeping 
their word. Well, Speaker MCCARTHY, I 
am here to hold you to yours. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. DE 
LA CRUZ). Members are reminded to di-
rect their remarks to the Chair and not 
to a perceived viewing audience. 

Members are further reminded not to 
engage in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

HERKY THE HAWK CELEBRATES 75 
YEARS AS UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
MASCOT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Iowa (Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Herky the Hawk, who this August cele-
brated 75 years as the beloved mascot 
of the University of Iowa. 

Herky embodies the spirit of the Uni-
versity of Iowa, representing the deter-
mination, resilience, and unwavering 
commitment of its students, alumni, 
and supporters. With his distinctive 
black and gold feathers, imposing stat-
ure, and fierce countenance, Herky ex-
udes an unmistakable aura of Hawkeye 
pride. His presence at sporting events, 
campus gatherings, and community 
outreach activities has created count-
less memories and fostered a sense of 
camaraderie among Hawkeye fans 
young and old. 

As we celebrate Herky’s 75th year as 
the University of Iowa’s mascot, we 
not only honor a beloved icon but also 
recognize the enduring values, unity, 
and pride that make the University of 
Iowa a special place. 

Here is to Herky, a symbol of excel-
lence and Hawkeye spirit for genera-
tions to come. 
CONGRATULATING KALAYNA DURR, 2023 IOWA 
State Fair Queen 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Kalayna Durr of New London in Henry 
County, Iowa, for being crowned the 
2023 Iowa State Fair Queen this past 
August. 

The annual Iowa State Fair Queen 
competition takes place during the 
Iowa State Fair as county queens from 
across the State compete for the cov-
eted crown. Judging is based on person-
ality, leadership, attitude, citizenship, 
contribution to the community, as well 

as overall appearance, demeanor, and 
poise. After 5 days of workshops, eval-
uations, and interviews, Kalayna was 
able to beat out 103 other contestants 
for the title. 

In addition to the well-deserved 
crown, Kalayna Durr’s triumph comes 
with substantial awards, including 
$8,000 in scholarships, a $600 gift card, a 
pair of cowboy boots, exquisite dia-
mond earrings, an Iowa State Fair 
brick, and, of course, a sash that sig-
nifies her role as the State’s ambas-
sador of agriculture and community. 

Her reign promises to be a symbol of 
grace, intelligence, and leadership as 
she represents Iowa and its cherished 
traditions throughout her term as the 
Iowa State Fair Queen. 

Congratulations to Kalayna Durr on 
this outstanding accomplishment. 

b 1230 
REST IN PEACE K9 OFFICER KURLY 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize re-
tired K9 Officer Kurly who passed away 
at the age of 12 due to natural causes 
in August. Kurly served alongside Cor-
poral Brian Schertz for 9 years in the 
Davenport Police Department. 

Kurly was more than just a dedicated 
member of the department. She was a 
beloved member of the community who 
worked tirelessly in the patrol division 
and contributed to countless cases on 
both sides of the river. In retirement, 
Kurly enjoyed long walks, playing, and 
spending time with the Schertz family. 

As we bid farewell to this loyal and 
valiant K9 officer, we express our grati-
tude for her years of service to the 
community. Kurly’s memory will live 
on in the hearts of those she protected 
and the lives of those she touched. 

May Kurly rest in peace. She will be 
deeply missed. 

IOWA FOOTBALL KID CAPTAINS 
Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam 

Speaker, I rise today to recognize the 
2023 Hawkeye football kid captains. 
Each season, the University of Iowa 
Stead Family Children’s Hospital des-
ignates current or former patients as 
kid captains for each game of the foot-
ball season. 

These kid captains, who have faced 
challenges that most of us can only 
imagine, will spend their game day im-
mersed in the world of Iowa football, 
experiencing the excitement and cama-
raderie that comes with it. The high-
light of their day, however, is the 
heartwarming wave they initiate, send-
ing love and encouragement to the 
children at the hospital across the 
street. It is a simple gesture that car-
ries immeasurable meaning, symbol-
izing their triumph over adversity and 
their enduring spirit of hope. 

This year’s kid captains are Gracelyn 
Springer, Nile Kron, Maggie Larson, 
Gabby Ford, Wyatt Rannals, Max 
Schlee, Madi Ramirez, Bentley 
Erickson, Lincoln Veach, Chloe Dinkla, 
Cooper Estenson, and Nathan McDon-
ald. 

As we cheer the Hawkeyes on the 
field this season, let us also take a mo-

ment to salute these kid captains. 
They are true champions. 

TWO IOWANS RETURNING HOME AFTER 
CIRCUMNAVIGATION TO ERADICATE POLIO 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the 
extraordinary efforts of two Iowans, 
Peter Teahan and John Ockenfels, who 
returned home in August after circum-
navigating the globe as part of Rotary 
International’s End Polio Now initia-
tive. 

Their journey started at the Eastern 
Iowa Airport, taking them through 19 
countries on four continents. Along the 
way, they engaged with local leaders, 
sparking crucial discussions about 
their mission. Their unwavering dedi-
cation to eradicating polio and the im-
pact of their journey led to over $1 mil-
lion raised for Rotary’s Polio Plus Pro-
gram, which provides vital vaccines to 
those in need globally. 

This self-funded expedition, costing 
approximately $100,000, served as a 
poignant reminder that the fight 
against polio is ongoing, and their ef-
forts have brought it one step closer to 
its end. With ongoing donations 
matched by the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation, their mission continues to 
inspire and uplift, emphasizing that 
hope knows no bounds when dedicated 
individuals join forces to make a dif-
ference. 

f 

HONORING GINA SPAGNOLA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. WEBER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to honor and recognize the 
president and CEO of the Galveston Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce, a fighter 
for small businesses, an advocate for 
our youth, and a dear friend of mine, 
Mrs. Gina Spagnola. 

I am very proud to stand here on the 
House floor and celebrate the remark-
able Gina Spagnola for her 20 years of 
unwavering service to the Galveston 
Regional Chamber of Commerce. Under 
her guidance, the chamber has thrived. 

For over 178 years, the Galveston Re-
gional Chamber’s mission has been to 
foster business and community devel-
opment, and Gina’s leadership has ele-
vated this historic institution to un-
precedented heights. 

Gina has not only embraced this mis-
sion, she has embodied it. Her unwaver-
ing commitment to Galveston Island 
and the broader Texas Gulf Coast re-
gion has been a driving force behind 
the chamber’s success. 

I could go on about the great work 
and things Gina has accomplished, but 
we could be here for hours. Instead, 
Madam Speaker, I will highlight a few 
things to give you a little picture of 
how lucky Galveston is to have her ad-
vocacy and passion for the businesses 
in our community. 

One of Gina’s proudest accomplish-
ments has been the inauguration of 
this very Galveston Women’s Con-
ference she started 16 years ago. After 
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years of surprising and celebrating the 
amazing women in Galveston, we get to 
surprise her by celebrating her. Sur-
prise, Gina. 

Gina’s ability to build effective rela-
tionships with elected officials has fa-
cilitated numerous achievements. 

She championed the creation of Lem-
onade Day to help today’s youth be-
come the business leaders, the social 
advocates, the community volunteers, 
and the forward-thinking citizens of to-
morrow. 

In times of adversity, Gina’s resil-
ience and commitment shine through. 
Just 2 months after Hurricane Ike 
wreaked havoc on Galveston Island, 
she spearheaded a successful recovery 
expo that enabled local businesses to 
reopen their doors. This initiative gar-
nered State and national recognition, 
showcasing Gina’s effectiveness in driv-
ing impactful initiatives. Gina’s com-
passion extends beyond our District 14 
and its borders. 

Gina’s remarkable leadership has 
been widely acknowledged. In Decem-
ber 2022, the Galveston Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce received a five-star 
accreditation from the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, the highest rating in the 
industry. Out of the 7,000 chambers in 
the Nation, only 142 hold this pres-
tigious distinction, with the Galveston 
Regional Chamber of Commerce being 
just 1 of 27 in Texas and the only one in 
Galveston County, not to mention all 
of the awards and recognition she has 
received and all the boards she sits on 
and has sat on. 

As I said, I could go on and on. 
Madam Speaker, we thank Gina for 

two decades of remarkable service, but 
let us also celebrate the values of dedi-
cation, leadership, and community 
that she embodies. 

Gina’s legacy is one of inspiration, 
and we are grateful for her tireless ef-
forts to make Galveston a better place. 
Congratulations on her outstanding 
achievements. May her journey ahead 
be as bright and rewarding as the path 
she has for our community. 

I thank Gina for her unwavering 
commitment to Galveston and the 
Texas Gulf Coast. We are very blessed 
to have her in our lives, and I can’t 
wait to cheer her on as she continues 
leading this chamber to greatness. 

f 

WE MUST BAND TOGETHER TO 
ADVANCE AMERICAN INTERESTS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. SANTOS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SANTOS. Madam Speaker, today 
Congress returns to session after a 
6-week break, and I hope we are all mo-
tivated by the input we heard while 
back home with the same people who 
sent us here to represent them in the 
body. 

I am urging my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to put the partisan 
rhetoric aside and get to work on deliv-
ering results for the American people. 

I ask that we start by addressing the 
funding of our government via the ap-

propriations process to ensure we do 
not have a government shutdown. 

A vast majority of Americans are 
struggling to make ends meet, and a 
lot of those folks are in our Nation’s 
Armed Forces. A shutdown would only 
hurt the very people who are putting 
their lives at risk for all of us. 

Madam Speaker, I am certain that 
we can all rise above the din of the me-
dia’s attempts to influence what comes 
out of these Chambers. 

I believe we can set aside our polit-
ical differences and work together for 
the sake of our country, just as we did 
22 years ago following the tragedies of 
9/11. 

Let’s not forget that in the most sol-
emn times in our Nation, we all banded 
together the strongest to advance 
America’s interests. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to end 
with observing a moment of silence in 
recognition of all who have fallen due 
to the unspeakable acts of September 
11, 2001. 

f 

NATIONAL TRUCK DRIVER 
APPRECIATION WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize America’s 3.5 mil-
lion truckers during National Truck 
Driver Appreciation Week. 

Truckers are the unsung heroes of 
our supply chain. Each year they drive 
over 320 billion miles—the equivalent 
of nearly 13 million trips around the 
globe—to deliver 11.5 billion tons of 
freight. 

Every one of those miles represents a 
stocked store shelf, a package placed 
on a household doorstep, materials de-
livered to a manufacturer, and equip-
ment conveyed to a construction site. 

I am proud of America’s dedicated 
truckers, including the 66,830 profes-
sional drivers in North Carolina. 
Today, 23 North Carolinians from the 
trucking industry are on Capitol Hill 
sharing their stories. 

Additionally, a North Carolina driver 
with over 2 million accident-free miles 
is demonstrating a simulator to staff-
ers and my colleagues to share the per-
spectives of truckers. 

I look forward to thanking these in-
dividuals in person for the work they 
do. 

BOWMAN MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I re-

cently had the pleasure of visiting 
Bowman Middle School in Mitchell 
County to view the school’s Inter-
national Space Station, ISS, contact 
project. 

Thanks to the diligent work of Dan 
Hopson, a STEM teacher at the school 
who has a penchant for securing these 
kinds of opportunities, this project was 
able to come to fruition. Students were 
able to ask a variety of questions in 
real time via ham radio to Warren 
Hoburg, a NASA astronaut who suc-

cessfully traveled to the ISS on March 
3 of this year. 

This impressive event was one that 
these students will surely remember as 
they continue their educational jour-
neys. Hopefully, some will be inspired 
to engage in careers in STEM areas. 

Congratulations to Dan Hopson, 
Principal extraordinaire Amber Young, 
and the dedicated staff at Bowman 
Middle School who made this event and 
this learning opportunity such a suc-
cess. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 41 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 2 
p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

God, You are our refuge and our 
strength, an ever-present help in times 
of trouble. We seek shelter in You in 
these days of great challenge in our 
world where thousands have been 
killed in the earthquakes in Morocco 
and thousands more have died in the 
floods in Libya. Make Your presence 
known in the rescue and relief efforts 
that none will fear, though entire com-
munities fall into the heart of the sea. 

We seek shelter in You in these days 
of great challenge in our country, 
where countless families still mourn 
the loss of their loved ones in the hor-
rific events of 9/11 and the wars that 
followed. Make Your presence known 
in their sorrow and grief, that none 
will fear the upheaval of their lives, for 
You, O Lord of hosts, are with them. 

We seek shelter in You in these days 
of great challenge in our Congress, 
where the waters of discord roar and 
foam. Make Your presence known, for 
You, O God, are in the midst of us. 
Utter Your voice and melt the ground 
that separates us from the direction 
You would have us go. 

In these days of great challenge, let 
us then be still and know that You are 
God. In Your everlasting name we 
pray. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 
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