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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I still
remember the first few months here al-
most 5 years ago. One of the people I
looked for was a young woman sitting
to the left of the House Chamber. I
would lock eyes with her, and when she
smiled at me, it was always with a
warm welcome.

Joyce Hamlett will be sorely missed
as she retires as the Keeper of the Mace
and Assistant Sergeant at Arms.

She took her role very seriously. I
know because I was one of the Members
she reminded every so often of the
rules of the House.

Ms. Joyce would even take out one of
the laminated black and white articles
in plastic. Check it out in the drawer
right in front of her.

Ms. Joyce worked so hard for the last
35 years here in this Capitol. Her story
is inspiring, Madam Speaker. She is
not only the first Black woman to hold
this post, but she also was so proud of
growing up in the tobacco fields of
Broadway, North Carolina, and to come
here to make history in Congress. She
never forgot her roots and the strong
character that her grandparents in-
stilled in her.

In a place that can sometimes be
harsh, Madam Speaker, she always re-
mained kind and fair to all. I will dear-
ly miss Mother Joyce and never forget
her hugs on some of the toughest days
in this Chamber. She may be consid-
ered the Keeper of the Mace for many
here in the House Chamber, but she
will always be my khalto.

————

WE DESERVE A WATER BREAK

(Mr. HORSFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, I
rise today in support of the hard-
working labor force across this coun-
try.

Today, on this hot and muggy Wash-
ington, D.C., day, a thirst strike and
vigil was held on our House steps. I was
proud to join my colleague from Texas,
Congressman GREG CASAR, and the men
and women highlighting the dangerous
new policy in Texas as they held their
thirst strike on the steps of the U.S.
Capitol.

Madam Speaker, as a Representative
for Nevada and the Las Vegas area, I
can tell you that I know how dangerous
the summer heat can be.

The Texas Governor’s dangerous new
policy eliminates water break protec-
tions while Texas, Nevada, and many
other areas of our country are experi-
encing record-breaking heat.

Meanwhile, the brave men and
women working in outdoor jobs like
construction workers, mail carriers,
and so many others continue working
in the heat.

Madam Speaker, we need Federal ac-
tion to protect these workers who are
simply trying to provide for their fami-
lies and to keep a roof over their heads.
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I urge OSHA and the Biden adminis-
tration to take action and protect our
workers. We deserve a water break.

————

FUNDING PROJECTS IN
NORTHWEST INDIANA

(Mr. MRVAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MRVAN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to express my deep appreciation
for the inclusion of the community
project funding request for Indiana’s
First Congressional District in the fis-
cal year 2024 appropriations measure.

I am grateful that a transparent
process was established for all Mem-
bers to include projects in these meas-
ures, and I believe that this process is
an essential component to our ability
to advocate for our districts.

Notably, I am proud that the funding
is included to attract new jobs and eco-
nomic activity in northwest Indiana
through improvements to the Gary/
Chicago International Airport, road
construction for Central Avenue in
Portage, and water infrastructure in
the City of La Porte.

I also appreciate the action to sup-
port public safety and members of our
law enforcement, including specific
funds for the police departments of
Gary, Hammond, Munster, and Michi-
gan City.

I look forward to working with like-
minded colleagues to move these meas-
ures forward and to complete this con-
stitutional responsibility as soon as
possible.

———

IMPACT OF GUN VIOLENCE IN
AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. JACKSON) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I yield to the honorable gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Mrs.
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. CHERFILUS-McCORMICK.
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days in which to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the subject of this
Special Order hour.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. CHERFILUS-McCORMICK.
Madam Speaker, it is with great honor
that I rise today to coanchor the CBC
Special Order hour, along with my dis-
tinguished colleague, Representative
JACKSON.

For the next 60 minutes, members of
the CBC have an opportunity to speak
directly to the American people on gun
violence prevention and public safety,
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an issue of great importance to the
Congressional Black Caucus, Congress,
constituents, and all Americans.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from
Nevada (Mr. HORSFORD).

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, I
thank Congresswoman SHEILA
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK for her tremen-
dous leadership and also Congressman
JONATHAN JACKSON. The two have been
great co-chairs for our Special Order
hour, a time when the Congressional
Black Caucus comes to the floor to dis-
cuss important issues affecting all of
America.

Today, my colleagues in the Congres-
sional Black Caucus are here to recog-
nize the impact that gun violence has
on Black communities and commu-
nities all around our country.

In recent years, our Nation has bore
witness to horrific acts of gun violence
in our communities, from the racist
murder of nine parishioners at the
Mother Emanuel AME Church in
Charleston, South Carolina, to the at-
tack at a grocery store in Buffalo, New
York, to police-involved shootings of
unarmed Black men, women, and chil-
dren.

Time and again, when these tragic
events happen, we hear politicians in
Washington offer their thoughts and
prayers, but we know that thoughts
and prayers are simply not enough.
They are not enough to end the vio-
lence that traumatizes entire commu-
nities and rips family members and
friends away from their loved ones.
They are not enough to end the cycles
of violence created by the systemic and
structural disadvantages of genera-
tions of racism and disinvestment in
our communities. We must do more
than offer thoughts and prayers alone.

In order to solve this crisis, we must
first understand the problem before us.
Data shows that Black Americans are
disproportionately impacted by gun vi-
olence in our country. Specifically,
Black Americans experience 12 times
the gun homicides, 18 times the gun as-
sault injuries, and nearly 3 times the
fatal police shootings of White Ameri-
cans.

On top of this, we know that these
guns are not manufactured in our com-
munities, which is why we believe gun
manufacturers should be held account-
able, and those who allow access to
guns should be held accountable.

Alarmingly, despite the fact that
Black boys and men account for just 6
percent of the total population, they
comprise more than half of all gun
homicide victims in our Nation.

Madam Speaker, and to the chairs, I
know personally the effects of losing a
loved one to gun violence. My father
was shot and killed when I was 19 years
old, a freshman in college.

I remember getting the call that so
many loved ones fear getting, and, in
serving the district, the call that so
many of my constituents tell me that
they experience, the call that says that
you don’t get to say good-bye, that you
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don’t get to tell your loved one once
again that you love them, that they
don’t have the opportunity to see you,
as my father didn’t have with me, to
finish my education, to raise three
children, to serve my community, and
to be here on the floor of the House of
Representatives speaking about the
issue of gun safety, not just in my com-
munity but in communities all across
the country.

These are problems that can be at-
tributed to a number of factors, includ-
ing the combination of weak gun laws
as well as systemic racial inequities,
including unequal access to safe hous-
ing, inadequate educational and em-
ployment opportunities, and a history
of disinvestment in public infrastruc-
ture and services in communities of
color.

To remedy the ongoing issue of gun
violence, we must continue to advance
policies aimed at saving lives and mak-
ing our communities safer.

In the last Congress, the Congres-
sional Black Caucus was instrumental
in the House, passing the most signifi-
cant piece of gun reform legislation in
nearly 30 years with the Bipartisan
Safer Communities Act, which was
signed into law by President Biden.

The Bipartisan Safer Communities
Act took meaningful steps to protect
our children, keep our schools safe, and
reduce the overall threat of gun vio-
lence around our country by extending
background checks for firearm pur-
chases, clarifying licensing require-
ments, funding red flag laws and crisis
intervention programs, and weakening
the boyfriend loophole.

This landmark piece of legislation
was a positive step toward curbing gun
violence in our communities, but we
need to take more action to reimagine
public safety, including holding law en-
forcement officers more accountable,
using public health resources to ad-
dress mental health crises, and ensur-
ing all communities are well resourced
with access to job opportunities, af-
fordable childcare, and social services
that improve quality of life.

Madam Speaker, I thank my col-
leagues on the Congressional Black
Caucus, as well as the partners of non-
profit organizations like Giffords,
Brady, and Everytown, for their tire-
less work to advance safer commu-
nities and to save lives.

To the people who have made this
Congress act last Congress and who
will demand that we act now, we know
that public safety is not a red or blue
issue. It is an American issue.

There is no reason that in the most
powerful country in the world, we can’t
do more to save lives, reduce crime,
and break the cycle of violence. Our
thoughts and prayers are simply not
enough. We need action.

Madam Speaker, I thank Congress-
woman CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK for her
leadership on these issues and Con-
gressman JACKSON. They experience
these tragedies every day in the com-
munities that they both serve.
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Madam Speaker, you have the com-
mitment of the Congressional Black
Caucus and its members that we will
continue to advance safety for all of
our communities.
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Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I yield to the gentlewoman
from Florida (Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCOR-
MICK).

Mrs. CHERFILUS-McCORMICK.
Madam Speaker, I rise today as a voice
for Floridians whose lives have been
tragically cut short by the gun vio-
lence epidemic that is ravaging our
communities.

In 2020, an alarming statistic
emerged. Guns became the leading
cause of death among children and
teenagers in the United States, claim-
ing more lives than car accidents, can-
cer, or drug overdoses.

This year alone, the United States
has experienced over 400 mass shoot-
ings. My home State of Florida ac-
counts for at least 20 of these. South
Florida is no stranger to gun violence.
Over what should have been a peaceful
Memorial Day weekend this year, a
total of nine people were shot on the
Hollywood boardwalk. Four of them
were kids.

Yet, in the face of these incidents, we
have witnessed a persistent denial
among Republicans. In Florida, the ex-
treme GOP State legislature is making
it easier, not harder, for individuals to
purchase guns.

It is maddening to watch as lives are
needlessly taken and families are torn
apart. How have we let this become our
new normal? How have we not curbed
this epidemic? How have we not acted?

We have a collective responsibility to
build upon the landmark Bipartisan
Safer Communities Act and implement
commonsense measures to keep weap-
ons out of the hands of those who pose
a danger to others. The bipartisan law
is essential in curbing the gun violence
epidemic and safeguarding our loved
ones, but we cannot stop there.

Now is the time for us to unite across
party lines and work collectively to
find real solutions. We must prioritize
the safety of our communities by im-
plementing responsible gun control
measures, providing mental health re-
sources, and dismantling the cycle of
violence.

Let us seize the opportunity to cre-
ate a safe America where all families
can thrive without the looming shadow
of gun violence. I ask all members of
this caucus and all Members of the
Florida delegation to stand with us to
make sure that we can end this gun vi-
olence epidemic.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE).

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Illinois for
the opportunity to speak tonight on an
issue that paralyzes this Nation.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to dis-
cuss and address our country’s gun vio-
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lence epidemic and promote the com-
monsense solutions from House Demo-
crats that would save lives nationwide.

This year, our country has suffered
more than 400 mass shootings and mass
murders—400—and gun violence has
killed or injured more than 40,000
Americans. This number includes more
than 3,500 children or teens. In Amer-
ica, gun violence happens in grocery
stores, elementary schools, college
campuses, and private homes. That is a
national tragedy that demands imme-
diate action.

My bill, the Safer Neighborhoods Gun
Buyback Act, would use Federal grants
to get guns out of the hands of crimi-
nals. It would reduce gun violence and
make communities safer, and it is one
solution of many in Congress that we
have offered to date.

House Democrats have introduced or
will introduce at least 54 bills to reduce
gun violence across the country. If
passed, they would make gun owners
and dealers accountable for their weap-
ons. They would keep weapons out of
the hands of criminals, and they would
help law enforcement officials catch
criminals who use guns to commit
crimes.

For example, the Bipartisan Back-
ground Checks Act of 2023 would re-
quire that every sale of a firearm in-
clude a background check. It is sup-
ported by 90 percent of Democrats and
Republicans in Congress.

The Enhanced Background Checks
Act of 2023 would provide the time nec-
essary to conduct an effective back-
ground check on gun owners.

The Assault Weapons Ban of 2023
would stop the sale, manufacture,
transfer, or possession of assault weap-
ons. These are weapons of war and need
to be removed from our streets.

The Closing the Bump Stock Loop-
hole Act of 2023 would ban bump stocks
in the same manner as assault weap-
ons. Bump stocks are designed to in-
crease the firing rate of guns. It makes
dangerous guns more lethal. They have
no place in a civil society, Madam
Speaker.

Ethan’s Law is a bill that would set
Federal standards for safe gun storage.
It would decrease the chance of a fam-
ily member dying from the use of an
unsecured firearm.

The Pause for Gun Safety Act would
require a 7-day waiting period before
gun purchasers can possess their weap-
ons.

The Stop Online Ammunition Sales
Act of 2023 would require photo identi-
fication before the purchase of gun am-
munition online.

The Office of Gun Violence Preven-
tion Act of 2023 would establish an Of-
fice of Gun Violence Prevention in the
Department of Justice’s Office of Legal
Policy. This bill would allow the coun-
try to finally create a national gun vio-
lence prevention strategy.

The Equal Access to Justice for Vic-
tims of Gun Violence Act would re-
move the dubious legal protections for
gun manufacturers and possibly make
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them liable for the harms and damage
they inflict on communities across this
country.

The Ammunition Identification Act
would require ammunition to have se-
rial numbers. Then law enforcement of-
ficials could use those numbers to
catch possible criminals based on gun
ownership.

The Untraceable Firearms Act of 2023
would regulate the production and sale
of ghost guns. These guns are made in
secret and cannot be traced, and they
are a threat to every community in
America.

These bills represent commonsense
solutions that Americans want to pro-
tect their families and loved ones from
gun violence. We need to act on my bill
and the others like it to create a safer
country. The longer we wait, the more
lives we lose, and one day it could
come to your door.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I yield to the gentlewoman
from Georgia (Mrs. MCBATH).

Mrs. MCBATH. Madam Speaker, I
thank Representatives Jackson and
Cherfilus-McCormick and the Congres-
sional Black Caucus for convening this
Special Order hour this evening to
speak, in particular, about gun safety.

This past weekend, the United States
surpassed 400 mass shootings in just
this year alone. We have seen nearly
double the number of tragedies than
the amount of days that we have lived
this year. It is an unmistakable reality
that this grave challenge has only
grown. Until we are fully dealing with
this very dangerous gun culture that
we are living in, it will continue to
gTOwW.

No amount of condolences will ever
rectify the grief of loved ones. Week
after week after week, I talk to sur-
vivors like myself who are crying out
to this body. When will we act?

If faith without work is dead, then
we must know that when thoughts and
prayers end, meaningful action must
begin.

My Federal red flag law bill mirrors
a commonsense measure that is al-
ready in place in many States around
the country, actually Republican
States. It has allowed for loved ones to
work with law enforcement to get guns
out of the hands of those loved ones or
people that they deem in crisis, and it
will truly help those who see the first
signs of tragedy, and they can help to
prevent it.

These are effective laws that stop
gun violence. We know that. Studies
have proven that. Statistics have
shown that in both Republican and
Democratic States around the country.
The American people are just calling
on us to act. They are tired of waiting
for us to act. They are calling on us to
save lives.

Last year, President Biden did sign
into law, last summer, the Bipartisan
Safer Communities Act. It is the most
comprehensive gun safety legislation
that this body has enacted in decades.
We have been investing in State red
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flag laws, funding for States that want
to enact these lifesaving measures.

Community violence intervention
funding, I think everyone can agree we
have got to get to the root causes of
the violence. You pull out the root.
You deal with the foundational prob-
lems that are causing the violence
which causes gun violence.

We were able through the Bipartisan
Safer Communities Act to define who
is a bona fide gun seller. We were able
to make it a Federal crime for gun
trafficking and straw purchases. We
were able to secure funding for mental
health for our public schools but also
for law enforcement. It expanded back-
ground checks for gun sales.

I have been doing this work in gun
safety for the last 10 years since I lost
my own son unnecessarily. Statistics
have shown us again and again and
again, and surveys have shown us again
and again, that 97 percent of the Amer-
ican public—and this is including law-
abiding gun owners—know that we
have a public health crisis with the gun
culture in this country, and they be-
lieve that we must place some com-
monsense measures on our existing gun
laws.

Victims such as myself, survivors,
live in daily angst just waiting for this
body to act, waiting for us to do more.
We are living in a violent culture.
There are no safe spaces in America
anymore. Survivors continue to live
with the pain of having lost their loved
ones unnecessarily and knowing that
they, too, at some point in time may
also be a victim of gun violence.

More guns in America do not make
us safer. That is a misnomer. That is
not the truth. Commonsense gun safety
measures with respect to putting pub-
lic safety over profit by our gun manu-
facturers and gun sellers, that is what
the American people are crying out for.

In this country, a major industri-
alized nation, you are 25 times more
likely to die here in the United States
than anywhere else in the world. I pray
every single day that this body will put
their oath to protect and serve over the
profit of this extremist gun culture
that we are living in.
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Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I thank the Honorable Con-
gresswoman MCBATH from the great
State of Georgia for her comments.

It is now my privilege to yield to the
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. CAR-
TER).

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I thank my esteemed col-
league from Illinois, Representative
JACKSON, for his incredible leadership
in governing this Special Order hour.

This June, we had the anniversary of
the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act.
I proudly voted for this bill because the
gun violence epidemic affects all of us
daily in our country. There is still so
much work to be done—365 days later—
as we have seen an extreme increase in
mass shootings this summer.
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Our friends, our neighbors, and loved
ones are living in fear every day as
they go to shopping malls, movies the-
aters, schools, grocery stores, concerts,
and yes, even places of worship.

I can go on and on but as of today,
the Gun Violence Archive reports that
the United States has experienced
some 400 shootings already. That is
just this year alone. Countless lives
lost, communities devastated and fami-
lies that will never be the same.

Where does it stop? We all have to
take a deep, deep inventory of our-
selves and ask the question: Where
does it stop?

To be clear, none of the actions that
we suggest, promote or introduce are
efforts to diminish the value of your
constitutional rights.

To challenge the Second Amendment
is not our effort. We recognize and sup-
port the importance of the Second
Amendment. But we also recognize the
importance of making sure that we
have safe communities; communities
that are safe for all people, not just
Democrats, safe for Republicans,
Democrats, Independents and others,
for people of all races, backgrounds,
creeds, religions, beliefs, for everyone.

This is an American issue. This is an
issue that affects our communities and,
I dare say, and I dare pray, that if this
has not touched your community yet,
that it doesn’t. Unfortunately, if sta-
tistics bear true, it is a matter of time
before it reaches, yes, your commu-
nity, your neighborhood, your church,
your school, your child.

We have the power to change that.
Collectively, Republican and Demo-
crat, we have the power to change that.
We have the power to say no more. We
have the power to stand against the
profits from the National Rifle Asso-
ciation and say: Continue to manufac-
ture legal weapons, but make sure that
we have sensible gun measures.

Continue to profit from the para-
phernalia that comes with it, but let’s
make sure that we have sensible gun
measures to protect our communities.

Yes, we have the power. It is within
us. Let us not wait until we find our-
selves leaning over a coffin crying be-
cause we have lost someone. Let the
lives that have already been lost be the
last, so there are no more mothers like
my dear friend, LLucy MCBATH; so there
are no more sons like my dear friend,
STEVEN HORSFORD; like the so many
others that are out there, parents,
loved ones, siblings, friends, fathers,
mothers that have lost their loved ones
to senseless gun violence.

Let us, together, demonstrate to the
American people that we are bigger, we
are better, we are smarter, and we are
stronger, and we will make a dif-
ference. We should not have to live like
this.

I implore my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle to come to the table,
come to the table, putting aside our
partisan politics. Come to the table
with the understanding that we care.
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Come to the table with the under-
standing that we can, that we can
make a difference for all of us.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I thank the Honorable Con-
gressman CARTER from the great State
of Louisiana for those remarks.

Madam Speaker, today I stand in sol-
idarity with my colleagues in this
Chamber and with citizens across this
Nation in condemning the pervasive vi-
olence that has taken root in America.

The scourge of violence has become
an epidemic. Regrettably, the depth of
its impact and its implications for our
society’s fabric remain inadequately
grasped.

We must recognize that violence is
not solely defined as the act of wield-
ing a gun. The violence that engulfs
our Nation goes beyond the confines of
weaponry.

By the time hands are raised in ag-
gression, the cultural and judicial
strains have already transformed fel-
low citizens into adversaries. The stag-
gering reality of 400 million guns in a
Nation with 300 million citizens under-
scores a deep-seated issue.

It is hardly shocking then, in such an
environment, that individuals increas-
ingly view one another as foes rather
than fellow countrymen. The pre-
vailing political and cultural mood of
our Nation is manipulated by the insid-
ious use of fear.

Some of the most profound acts of vi-
olence in this country have been exe-
cuted not just by those with firearms
but by those exploiting fear to amplify
their privilege and magnify their influ-
ence.

Is it not an act of violence to belittle
400 years of African-American resil-
ience? A battle we should never have
had to fight, a battle no one should be
forced to endure.

Yet, in a single afternoon, the Su-
preme Court chose to undercut what
took 400 years for the Black commu-
nity to establish, comprehensive poli-
cies that recognize and affirm our place
against practices that they aimed to
dismiss. Isn’t this violence too?

How can it not be considered violence
when Harvard University is told it can-
not use race as a criterion for admis-
sion, but it sees no restriction placed
on legacy or wealth?

The Supreme Court seems to suggest
that being Black doesn’t inherently
carry merit, but being affluent cer-
tainly does.

Perhaps a fellow Member here can
enlighten me. When have the wealthy
ever been disadvantaged in this Nation,
that they needed further benefits be-
cause of their wealth? Can anyone refer
me to such a time in history?

The Supreme Court seemed to believe
that in a mere 50 years, we have sur-
passed the need to factor in race, yet
overlooked the fact that privilege has
played a larger role in Ivy League ad-
missions than race ever has.

Where in the majority decision did
the Court address the inherent advan-
tages of unearned privilege?
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Where is the dedication to
meritocracy in such a stance?

Yet, it is revealing that many cham-
pion the cause of equality if it does not
level the playing field much in favor of
true equality.

In this Nation, uniquely certain de-
mographics perceive true equality as
an affront to their status.

For countless Black and Brown indi-
viduals witnessing the impact of this
flawed ruling, the past fortnight has
felt like a period of systemic aggres-
sion.

When discussing violence in America,
our focus shouldn’t solely be on the
acts committed by those who misuse
firearms. Florida’s Governor didn’t
need a firearm to ban books and dis-
miss the educational value of African-
American history.

The Florida Board of Education
didn’t wield a gun when they sidelined
African-American studies in their ad-
vanced placement curriculum. Re-
cently, we were dismayed to learn that
Florida’s newly approved middle school
syllabus had the audacity to suggest
that slavery was somehow advan-
tageous for Black individuals.

In 2023, it is disheartening to note
that in Florida, an educational cur-
riculum was sanctioned by those bra-
zen enough to insinuate that slavery
could be deemed beneficial in any man-
ner. There has been silence by so many
in this body. This silence is tanta-
mount to violence.

Those who sanctioned this content
attempted to defend their stance, as-
serting that slavery taught Black indi-
viduals skills like agriculture, paint-
ing, carpentry, blacksmithing, tai-
loring, and transportation.

This emphasizes the importance of
lawmakers fully understanding the
laws they create. Had they read some
of the very literature they hastily
sought to ban, they would have recog-
nized the sheer absurdity of such
claims.

Black civilizations were the archi-
tects behind the pyramids. The Fertile
Crescent of the Nile Valley stands tes-
tament to their prowess in civil engi-
neering and agricultural innovation.

Timbuktu houses one of the world’s
earliest and most renowned univer-
sities.

A full two millennia before Hippoc-
rates, Imhotep was already pioneering
medical practices and documenting
them.

African civilizations were the cru-
cible for philosophy, science, poetry,
and monotheistic religions.

How could a cadre of ill-informed,
unenlightened, narrow-minded, and ar-
chaic policymakers in Florida presume
to suggest that Black individuals re-
quired the shackles of slavery to grasp
shoemaking?

How deeply misguided must one be to
suggest that absent slavery, Black ar-
tistry would be nonexistent, when Pi-
casso drew inspiration from modernist
art from African masks?

To audaciously claim that Black in-
dividuals learned about transportation
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through slavery, ignoring the fact that
they navigated the Congo’s waters well
before Europeans even embarked on
their maiden voyages, is pure folly.

Slavery served to starkly remind
Black individuals how America often
fell short of its proclaimed values. It
underscored the bitter truth that one
could be despised without the slightest
effort to understand their history or
heritage.

To anyone who cannot see the inher-
ent harm in teaching young Black stu-
dents that slavery was somehow a
boon, you are sorely mistaken about
the essence of institutional and edu-
cational violence. What Governor
DeSantis did was educational violence.

To shed light on some historical
facts, according to records, Governor
Ron DeSantis’ great-grandmother land-
ed on American shores in February
1917. She arrived in New York, eager to
embrace her new identity as an Italian
American, and she was fully entitled
to.

Regardless of her great-grandson’s
current disposition, she undoubtedly
contributed to this Nation, and her
contribution was as pivotal as anyone
else’s.

But let me also remind you that the
first Africans came to America in 1619,
landing in Jamestown, Virginia—298
years separate 1619 from 1917, 298 years.

Yet, we have a Governor in Florida, a
descendent of those who arrived nearly
3 centuries after my ancestors, pre-
suming to dictate my understanding of
the African-American experience in
this country.

How dare you, Governor DeSantis.
You are absolutely a disgrace. No Ron-
DeSantis-come-lately will tell Black
people the value of our contributions
to America.

That is why all of us on this side of
the aisle are elated to see Madam Vice
President of the United States take the
fight for Black history directly to Flor-
ida.

Thank you, Madam Vice President
KAMALA HARRIS for speaking out
against ridiculous claims being made
by the Florida Board of Education.

Across this Nation, individuals with
a sense of justice commend Vice Presi-
dent HARRIS for her unwavering stand
for truth and righteousness.

Yet, this is adversity we face. Fire-
arms merely represent the latest form
of hostility directed at Black and
Brown communities. Over 400 mass
shootings have occurred in 2023, and
this year isn’t over yet.

Discussing the glaring imbalance of
having 100 million more firearms than
we have citizens, while not addressing
25 million American school-age chil-
dren who can’t read is an incomplete
picture. The link is apparent. Children
lacking literacy skills may become
adults more prone to resort to crime,
potentially involving guns.

If we are going to have a serious de-
bate about violence in America, then
we must be willing to talk about this
issue at every level.
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When the Supreme Court said it was
legal for a website designer to deny
LGBTQ people services, what kind of
violence did that do to the LGBTQ
community? What Kkind of psycho-
logical, emotional, if not spiritual vio-
lence did that decision bring to bear in
the lives of Black and Brown people?

O 2030

I firmly stand with those who say
that we need a national solution to
solve a national problem of gun vio-
lence, but I challenge all of us not to
view this issue so narrowly.

Gun violence stands at the intersec-
tion of race, poverty, and class, and
needs to be understood in this way.

We cannot become so enamored with
the effects of the bullet that we forget
the economics of the gun. The root of
the violence isn’t merely in the act of
pulling the trigger, but in the lived ex-
periences of those who resort to such
extremes.

The Biden-Harris administration’s
success in enacting the first substan-
tial gun laws in nearly three decades is
commendable. With executive orders,
President Biden has significantly ad-
dressed the gun crisis.

Yet, even in a scenario where guns
are scarce, the ramifications of Amer-
ica’s inherent violence will persist as it
stems from prejudice and intolerance.
This kind of violence, Madam Speaker,
of which I speak, is the progeny of fear.
It is the direct and lamentable off-
spring of what happens when people use
revenge to play games with the resent-
ment of White, working-class people.
This kind of violence cannot be ar-
rested and merely thrown in jail.

Regrettably, it cannot be legislated
out of the hearts and minds of people
who use it to make a name for them-
selves. Once you allow your politics to
become sufficiently murderous, the
kind of social evil it produces can
never be truly contained.

What is today a conversation about
the inequities associated with race will
tomorrow become the first line of a sad
eulogy written about the American
Dream. This is what we have tried to
get America to see.

The willingness to mistreat Black
history means that there are people
living among us who are more than
willing to mishandle American history
as a whole.

So let us ultimately deal with every
form of violence in America. Systemic
cruelty, like the violence in the
streets, destroys the lives and tears
families apart.

Judicial roughness is no less a threat
to Black children than the specter of
gang violence and all illegal guns being
used to destroy Black bodies without
justification or remorse.

Donald Trump openly taught us what
political brutality can do to the moral
fiber of a Nation that has slowly begun
to forget its constitutional ideals.
While it is altogether fitting to talk
about gang violence in Chicago, mur-
ders in Memphis, and mass shootings in
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Texas, don’t forget to talk about the
kind of economic violence being visited
upon Black families this country sees
every day. The members of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus will always
mention it.

We will always talk about it because
our country’s future depends upon an
honest assessment of who we are and
what it is that we owe to one another.
To truly end violence in our Nation, it
is not enough to just regulate guns; we
must also address and rectify Amer-
ica’s deep-rooted issues with privilege,
power, and hatred.

Addressing one issue without the
other is tackling an issue that will not
be secure. We must render our efforts
as effective so that we will be a blessed
Nation.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. BEATTY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
because every year, on average, 36,000
Americans are killed by guns, which is equiva-
lent to the population of many Ohio cities. We
must do more to close the loopholes and ad-
vance sensible gun reform legislation to end
this epidemic in America.

And speaking of Ohio, where | am from and
represent, according to the Giffords Law Cen-
ter's annual gun scorecard grades Ohio at an
‘F’. As the Congresswoman representing
Ohio’s Third Congressional District, this is
something | am not proud of.

Currently at the state level, Ohio has no uni-
versal background checks, no assault weap-
ons restrictions, no ban on large capacity
magazines, no waiting periods, no child ac-
cess prevention laws, no gun owner licensing
or registration requirements, no extreme risk
protection orders, no limit on the number of
guns that can be bought at once, and also
lacks most domestic violence gun laws.

Easy gun access encourages the increased
prevalence of firearms in our communities. As
someone who deeply values the families and
communities | serve, one of my top priorities
is keeping them safe.

| stand proud to be a part of that push for
necessary reform as a cosponsor of the Bipar-
tisan Background Checks Act, which would
establish checks on the transfer of firearms
between private parties and prohibits the
transfer of a firearm if a preliminary back-
ground check has not been conducted. | am
also a cosponsor of the Assault Weapons Ban
Act and a number of other sensible gun vio-
lence prevention measures.

However, we must push further and look to
reform historical systemic disparities by invest-
ing in community-based violence intervention
policies that rectify injustices in our policing,
education, and residential segregation and ra-
cial bias.

More than one in four fatal police shootings
involves a Black victim, even though Black
people make up nearly 14 percent of the
United States population.

The time for action is now. As members of
Congress, we have an obligation to protect the
citizens we represent and be proactive in pre-
venting harm to all Americans.

| urge my colleagues on the other side to
come together and set aside partisan dif-
ferences before it's too late. We owe it to the
victims of gun violence; we owe it to our con-
stituents. My fellow CBC members have al-
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ready started answering this call as we have
introduced over 17 sensible gun reform and
community safety bills in the 118th Congress
alone.

——
OUR NATIONAL DEBT CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
majority leader.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Speaker,
I yield as much time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from New York
(Mr. LANGWORTHY).

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Madam Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman very much
for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
H.R. 4368, the agricultural appropria-
tions bill, which includes funding to
combat the spotted lanternfly invasion
in the Northeastern United States of
America.

This provision invests $19 million to
protect our farmers, safeguard our
crops, and preserve the future of our
agricultural communities from the
devastating effects of this pest. The
spotted lanternfly, native of Asia, has
proven to be an aggressive and destruc-
tive pest that threatens our specialty
crops, including grapes and apples, in
areas like western New York and the
Southern Tier of New York that I rep-
resent.

This invasive species also puts thou-
sands of agricultural jobs at risk. We
owe it to our farmers to ensure that
their hard work, their dedication, their
blood, their sweat, their tears is not in
vain due to a destructive pest.

By investing in research and develop-
ment of creative solutions, we can find
effective strategies to combat the spot-
ted lanternfly and save our agricul-
tural economy from a potential dis-
aster.

I am proud to join my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle in addressing
this pest, and encourage the rest of my
colleagues to support the fiscal year
2023 agricultural appropriations bill to
help protect our farms, our crops, and
our agricultural heritage.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Speaker,
tonight. We are actually going to con-
tinue on a theme. I am going to try to
dial back sounding like a jerk tonight,
but I have been trying to make a point
on the scale of the debt, the level we
are at, the misunderstanding on its
growth, and some potential solutions.

We are also going to spend a little bit
of time tonight—and this is what I was
sort of pre-apologizing for—I am going
to show that some of my brothers’ and
sisters’ ideas from the left on raise this
tax, do this, do that, don’t even count
as rounding errors.

Let’s actually start with some of the
boards here.

I have shown this a half dozen times,
and I keep showing it because this is
what I have bad dreams about. If you
live in a world of math—and I know
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