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Five years later, families in Dallas
were mourning the losses of fathers
and sons and brothers and tios who
died on the job because they, too, were
forced to work without a water break.
That community came together to pass
protections that guarantee this basic
right.

Now, as San Antonio bears the hot-
test 10-day streak in recorded history
and as our globe bears the hottest days
in recorded history, this month, people
in San Antonio want to pass those
same sort of protections, but Governor
Greg Abbott signed a priority bill
eliminating the right to water breaks
for Texas workers beginning September
1.

People are dying, like Eugene Gates
and Justin Cory Foster and Felipe
Pascual, dying while working in the
Texas heat this year. We don’t need
more Texans dying in the sun. Instead,
we need OSHA and the Biden adminis-
tration to take immediate action in
passing a Federal heat protection rule,
because bearing the Texas heat is bru-
tal but forcing workers to work in that
heat is cruel.

———

ADVANCES IN AVIATION

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I rise to celebrate the
passage of the Securing Growth and
Robust Leadership in American Avia-
tion Act. This achievement is the re-
sult of bipartisan efforts representing a
significant step forward in trans-
forming our Nation’s aviation industry
while addressing the issues and delays
that flyers have faced over the last
year.

I am particularly delighted by provi-
sions in the bill which specifically
focus on upgrading airport infrastruc-
ture and addressing workforce short-
ages in the aviation sector.

With increased funding for airport in-
frastructure upgrades, we are sup-
porting nonhub airports like Pitt-
Greenville Airport, enabling them to
modernize their facilities. Addition-
ally, large airports will expand capac-
ity, enhancing safety measures and fos-
tering economic growth.

I am committed to ensuring the ef-
fective implementation of these poli-
cies as we continue to advocate for
measures that promote safety, eco-
nomic viability, and a bright future for
aviation in eastern North Carolina and
beyond.

——————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 4637

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I hereby remove my
name as a cosponsor of H.R. 4637.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s request is accepted.
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I RISE WITH A HEAVY HEART

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GREEN) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. And still I rise,
Madam Speaker. I rise today with a
heavy heart, and I say this because of
the topic that I will share with persons
based on a personal experience that I
had.

I often say I rise in the spirit of Maya
Angelou. I rise with the notion that I
bring the gifts our ancestors gave on
the dream and the hope of the slave.
That doesn’t apply to me personally,
but generally speaking it applies to
people of my ethnicity, my race.

I rise today with this heavy heart be-
cause of something that has haunted
me since I saw it some many weeks
ago, something that haunted me to the
extent that I returned to my office
after having seen it and called it to the
attention of my staff.

I have had a good deal of consterna-
tion in terms of how to respond and
react to what I saw, so permit me to
share this vignette with you and a bit
of commentary thereafter.

While visiting a local facility, a store
in the area—I will not announce the
name of the business. I can if I have to,
but I choose not to today. While I was
there for business purposes, I saw chil-
dren come in. These children, I am
going to guesstimate, 5 to 10. They
came in the main entrance, they pro-
ceeded to move over to my left, their
right, as they came in, and they had
bags. They went up and down each
aisle in the store collecting things.

They proceeded to do this all the way
through the store, traversing the en-
tirety of the store. When they arrived
at the very last aisle in the store, they
walked out.

There was a peace officer, or what ap-
peared to be a peace officer, an officer
in uniform, standing there as they
passed. They did not go to the cashier,
the cash register, the person, the clerk
who was collecting funds for items that
were being purchased. They did not go
there. They didn’t go over to the self-
check area. They merely walked out of
the store with bags of goods that they
collected while in the store.

Now, let me pause for a moment and
say something that is important. I will
come back to the story, the vignette.
There are things that happen that
cause me to pray that the person who
did this was not a person of color.
When I hear of these dastardly deeds,
there is something within me that
says, God, I hope that is not a person of
color.

I don’t want to have it be any person.
I don’t want to see dastardly deeds
done. Because of the history of people
of African ancestry in the country and
how there was a time when there was a
constant drumbeat to style them as
persons who were doing dastardly
deeds, I relate, and I just don’t want to
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see that done. I always pray that it is
not a person of color. I don’t want it to
be any person at all.

In this case, I happened to witness it,
and I have to tell you, these were all
children of color. Now, an Anglo person
saying this would probably be called a
racist by somebody. I want you to
know that I saw this, I am saying this,
and I believe that they were children of
African ancestry.

They walked out of that store—con-
tinuing with the vignette—and they
did it slowly. They casually strolled
through the door, not having paid for
the goods that they collected as they
walked up and down each aisle in that
store.

My mother would call that theft. The
constabulary would call that theft. I
call that theft. I saw the crime com-
mitted.

I went over to the officer myself, and
I spoke to the officer: Did you see that?
The officer responded truthfully. He
said he did. I made an inquiry as to
why the officer did not act. The officer
was very candid. He explained to me
that there had been an encounter
wherein an officer or someone did act,
and that person was harmed, the per-
son who tried to stop this behavior, and
that they had been told that this was
not something that they would make
an attempt to prohibit or prevent.

I was shocked. I have heard about
these things. I have seen things on tel-
evision where large groups of people
run into stores and take things, smash
and grab and leave. It is different when
you actually see it yourself.

The story doesn’t end here. After
what I saw, I moved over to pay for
what I had. Then two other children
came in. This time there was a child
that may have been 9 or 10 years old,
maybe 12. It is hard to guess. There was
another child that was probably about
a foot or more higher than my walking
cane, probably, in my opinion, 6 or 7
years old. This child had a bag and col-
lected things. In my opinion, I would
say a baby, a child.
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When this child reached the exit near
the officer—and I am standing there
and saw it—this child looked at the of-
ficer, and the officer looked at the
child. I thought for a moment that the
officer would react. This child turned
to that officer and stared. He just
stared at the officer. As we would say
in my neck of the woods, he stared the
officer down—a baby. Then he walked
out the door with goods that he had
not paid for.

Friends, it doesn’t matter your color.
At some point, we have to take a
stand. This cannot be tolerated.

Does anybody really think that these
children are going to stop after that
one incident? Does anybody really be-
lieve that they won’t do things at some
point in the future that will exceed
petty theft?

I am only speculating, but my guess
is that this can be the genesis of bad
things to come. It has to be dealt with.
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We cannot allow people to take
things that belong to other people with
impunity. It doesn’t matter their age.
As a matter of fact, the younger the
age gives me more concern than per-
haps the older because this is a point
where children should be taught how to
respect others and the property of oth-
ers. Now we allow them to, with impu-
nity, commit crimes.

I am calling this to our attention be-
cause I know what happens when peo-
ple get hurt in the process of taking
things. I know what happens. I know
that there is going to be an allegation
made if an officer should hurt some-
body in the process. I am not saying
that officers should, but at some point,
we have to stop it. You don’t stop it by
allowing it to continue.

People cannot assume that they can
just walk out of the store with the
goods and not pay for them, especially
children.

I have heard many stories about how,
“My son is a good boy.” I was a judge
in a small claims court before I came
to Congress, and I have heard the sto-
ries about how, ‘“My son is a good boy.
He was with bad company.”’ Well, that
may be true, but good company or bad
company, we have to teach our chil-
dren to respect the property of others
and to respect others.

I am bringing this to our attention
because I have been told that this facil-
ity, this business place, may have to
close its doors. That is a reason to call
it to our attention. I am bringing it to
our attention because I don’t want to
see anybody get hurt. That is a good
reason to call it to our attention.

I am bringing it to our attention
more so because I believe we have a
moral imperative to help the genera-
tions that are to follow to understand
how it is that they had the opportunity
to walk into the front door of that es-
tablishment. It hasn’t been that long
ago, within my lifetime, that I had to
go to the back door if they allowed me
in at all-—mot that business, but a simi-
lar business. In my lifetime, I have had
to go to the back door to get things
that I ordered from within a business.

They have to understand that people
have suffered so that they have these
opportunities and privileges. There is
equality under the law for them so that
they are not treated as second-class
citizens and prevented from going into
business places, that they are not
searched before they go into a business
place, that they are not followed up
and down the aisles of business places.
I have been followed in places when I
was much younger simply because of
who I was.

They have to understand that Rosa
Parks didn’t go to jail so that they
could steal from other people with im-
punity. Dr. King didn’t have the March
on Washington for this.

We have to get them to understand
how it is that they have these opportu-
nities, and we are failing to do it. We
are failing to do it as long as there is
one child who does what I saw. It
doesn’t take 10, just 1.
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Every child is important, and we
have to reach them all or at least make
every effort that we can. We have a
moral imperative to do this.

They have to understand this his-
tory. They have to understand that
their foreparents suffered and their
lives were sacrificed so that America
could be the great country it is and so
that there would be a 13th Amendment,
14th Amendment, and 15th Amendment
to end slavery, have the right to vote,
and equality under the law. They have
to understand.

If we are not going to do it in
schools, we will have to do it in homes.
I would prefer to see it done every-
where, to be quite honest, so that ev-
erybody understands the history and
importance of knowing who you are
and how it is that you have acquired
this place in society that you currently
hold.

We are not there yet. There is still
more work to be done. We have Slavery
Remembrance Day coming up on Au-
gust 20. There will be other things as-
sociated with our history that we will
do. We cannot allow our young genera-
tion—the youngest among us who can
comprehend—to live a life without un-
derstanding the importance of knowing
who they are.

I am going to ask persons to please
become a committee of one. If you
know of a child who is doing this, take
it upon yourself to talk to that family
or to that child. I know that strange
things and odd things happen and peo-
ple get hurt.

If you know the family, do what we
had done when I was a much younger
child. If you committed an offense, ev-
erybody told your mother about it. No-
body would watch a child commit a
crime and not go home and call around
and find out whose child it was and
make sure that it was reported. We
cannot do this and know that it is hap-
pening and simply go on about our
business.

Madam Speaker, I rise today with a
heavy heart. I normally would be
speaking about another topic. This was
something that has haunted me since I
saw it, and as a result, I had to say
what I have said. I know that some-
body has been offended. I am sorry if I
did offend you, but this cannot go un-
noticed and cannot go without a call
for change.

Let’s make sure that we alert the
schools to let them know what is hap-
pening. We have to talk to the people
in the schools. We have to talk to the
teachers to get to the parents, the
PTAs.

I am going to do as much as I can. I
will be a committee of one, and I ask
that you become a committee of one.

Before I close, there are persons of
other ethnicities and races who do this,
as well, and we don’t want them doing
it. They, too, have a history that they
ought to understand. If they truly un-
derstood it, they wouldn’t engage in
this kind of behavior.

Let’s not allow this to happen to any
child. Let’s become the responsible

July 20, 2023

adults who will claim all children as
children in need of adult supervision at
all times. Let’s make a difference in
the lives of these children.

And still I rise in the spirit of Maya
Angelou, ‘“‘Bringing the gifts that my
ancestors gave, I am the dream and the
hope of the slave.”

RECOGNIZING SLAVERY REMEMBRANCE DAY

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I am proud to announce that we are
going to have our Slavery Remem-
brance Day event in Houston, Texas,
on Saturday, August 19. I am proud to
announce it because the Honorable
Bishop William Barber will be the
speaker.

Last year, President Biden recog-
nized this event and, in so doing, issued
a press release. I say he recognized the
event. He actually recognized Slavery
Remembrance Day. He remembered the
enslaved by way of a press release. We
had this event and had more than a
thousand people show up.

We are telling folks as best we can
that there is limited seating and only
1,000 will be allowed into the venue to
hear this great message and to hear us
explain the history of Africans in the
United States of America, the signifi-
cant role that they have played in the
development of the country, and the
role that they have played in helping
this country become the economic pow-
erhouse that it is today.

These are the foundational mothers
and fathers. These are the persons of
whom we will speak, persons of African
ancestry who made great sacrifices and
whose lives were sacrificed so that
America could rest on the economic
foundation where it resides.

Madam Speaker, I am proud of this
event for a multiplicity of reasons.

One, we will have an opportunity to
expose the history that many people
are not aware of.

Two, we will have an opportunity to
tell people that they should not allow
themselves to revere the enslaver and
revile the enslaved. It is important for
people to understand that concept. We
have to change the mindset.

Most importantly, we will do this be-
cause those lives, in the millions, that
were sacrificed over some 240-plus
years must be commemorated. We have
a moral imperative to do this. This
should be on everyone’s conscience
agenda: a moral imperative to com-
memorate the lives that were sac-
rificed to make America great.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

————
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. LEE
of Florida). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 9, 2023, the
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. FLOOD)
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Mr. FLOOD. Madam Speaker, I rise
today because we are at a crossroads in
banking, FinTech, and finance.
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