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hundreds of Mount Airy citizens lined
the streets that day to celebrate
Donna, view her mural, and listen to
her speak. Her story and her music
continue to touch the lives of many.

Madam Speaker, 1 congratulate
Donna on this well-deserved recogni-
tion. Not only is she Mount Airy’s fa-
vorite daughter, but she is also a shin-
ing example of the best that western
North Carolina has to offer.

CHARTER SCHOOL SUCCESS STUDY

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, it is un-
deniable that charter schools provide
students with excellent opportunities
in education, which give them capabili-
ties they can use to pursue the Amer-
ican Dream.

When students are allowed to learn
in an environment that works best for
them and one that accounts for their
individual proficiencies, they flourish.
This is a simple fact.

A recent study conducted by Stan-
ford University’s Center for Research
on Education Outcomes analyzed the
educational performances of 1.8 million
charter school students. The study
found that these students out-
performed their traditional public
school counterparts on multiple
metrics.

The typical charter school student
gained the equivalent growth of 16 ad-
ditional days of learning in reading and
6 additional days in math compared to
their peers in traditional public
schools.

At a time when the reading and math
scores of our Nation’s students have
plummeted, the results of this study
serve as a beacon of hope for millions
of American families.

Simply put, charter schools serve as
conduits of opportunity.

For example, the study revealed that,
on average, Black students who were
enrolled in charter schools gained the
equivalent growth of 35 days in reading
and 29 days in math compared to their
public school counterparts. Hispanic
students in charter schools were re-
corded as having a sizable leg up, as
well. When it came to reading, they
were 30 days ahead. In math, they were
19 days ahead.

These results make a succinct and
compelling argument as to why charter
schools are viable alternatives to tradi-
tional public schools.

Unfortunately, the success of charter
schools is being outright ignored by
the Biden administration. This is pre-
dictable behavior, mainly because the
educational bureaucracy and teachers
unions have President Biden wrapped
around their little fingers.

The defenders of the status quo,
those who fight tooth and nail to prop
up failing public schools, can rest as-
sured that the Education and the
Workforce Committee will not be join-
ing them in their future efforts. In-
stead, the committee will continue to
promote choice so parents and students
are empowered to choose the best
learning environment that meets their
needs.
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The status quo is withering and
dying on the vine. This is sad, but
there is an alternative, and that is
something to celebrate.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 26
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
[ 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 2
p.m.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

This is the day that the Lord has
made. While we were yet asleep, O
Lord, You watched over us, protected
us from the worries of the past, and re-
stored us to face the future ahead. As
we face this new day, grant us that
same peace as it unfolds. May our eyes
be open to Your creative spirit and
guiding presence. For this is the day
You, O Lord, have made. Let us rejoice
and be glad in it.

This is the week the Lord has made.
While these legislators have been dis-
persed from one another, attending to
both the well-being of their commu-
nities and the needs of their own fami-
lies, You, O Lord, directed their steps
and equipped their souls, readying
them to address the tasks ahead. Now
that they have returned to these hal-
lowed Halls, grant them that same
guidance. May all our minds be open to
Your edifying spirit and enlightening
presence. For this is the week, O Lord,
that You have given us. Let us rejoice
and be glad in it.

Ours are the lives You, O Lord, have
made. While we have, time and again,
tried to take the reins, masterminding
the course our lives should take, You
have safeguarded us from our folly and
upheld us in Your mercy. Now, in this
moment, we turn our sights to You. We
ask that You would grant us the cour-
age that we would yield our lives to
You, as well. May our hearts be open to
Your design for our days and Your
righteous intent for the stewardship of
all Your gracious gifts.

For this is the day, the time, and the
lives You have made. Let us rejoice and
be glad in them.

We glorify You, O Lord, as we offer
these prayers in Your name.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
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ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I
demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

BIDENOMICS REDUCES INCOME

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, sadly, Biden wants Americans
to believe his policies are working, but
his borrow, tax, and spend Bidenomics
created a 40-year-high inflation, caus-
ing families to suffer from sky-
rocketing energy and grocery costs and
from discouraging increases in rent and
mortgages.

While Biden says that his hourly
wages have increased, the reality is
that prices have risen faster and in-
comes have actually reduced.

According to the Committee to Un-
leash Prosperity, using Bureau of
Labor Statistics data, the number of
hours worked per week has declined.
This amounts to the average family
losing $5,600 in annual purchasing
power.

The Republican House majority is
working to correct this, having re-
cently passed the Fiscal Responsibility
Act to rein in government overreach
and limit inflationary spending, cre-
ating jobs.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
who successfully protected America for
20 years as the global war on terrorism
continues, moving from the Afghani-
stan safe haven to America with open
Biden borders.



July 11, 2023

RECOGNIZING PAKISTANI COMMU-
NITY LEADER HAFEEZ KHAN

(Ms. CROCKETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. CROCKETT. Mr. Speaker, today,
I rise to commemorate a leader of the
north Texas Pakistani community, Mr.
Hafeez Khan.

There are over 50,000 Pakistani
Americans living in my home of north
Texas, a prosperous, hardworking com-
munity that grows every single year.

Mr. Kahn has used his position as a
prominent business leader in Dallas to
advocate for the Pakistani-American
community, both in Texas and across
the country.

When Mr. Kahn heard that part of
the beautiful Pakistani Embassy here
in Washington was set to be sold, he
stepped up to purchase the property
and preserve its historical and cultural
significance. For the Pakistani-Amer-
ican community, the Embassy building
here in our Nation’s Capital is more
than just a piece of property. It has
served as a place of welcome, commu-
nity, and support for this vibrant,
thriving immigrant community.

Mr. Speaker, thanks to Mr. Kahn’s
philanthropy, this setting will serve as
a landmark of Pakistani culture for
years to come.

———

STRIKING DOWN UNCONSTITU-
TIONAL STUDENT LOAN GIVE-
AWAY

(Mr. ROSE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, a little over
a week ago, the Supreme Court of the
United States handed a victory over to
the American people when it struck
down President Biden’s obviously un-
constitutional and egregious student
loan giveaway plan.

The High Court held that President
Biden and his administration needed
Congress’ authority on this matter be-
fore pursuing this costly program for
American taxpayers. Of course, Repub-
licans in Congress, like me, have been
calling Mr. Biden’s student loan plan
unconstitutional from its inception.
Even some Democrats, including
former Speaker NANCY PELOSI, have
joined us in standing up for the Amer-
ican people as their elected Represent-
atives.

This is just one of many examples of
how House Republicans are demanding
accountability of the Biden adminis-
tration and doing everything in our
power to conduct proper oversight on
the President’s out-of-touch, liberal,
and sometimes unconstitutional agen-
da.

———
MILITARY FAMILIES NEED HELP
WITH CHILDCARE, NOT WEAPONS

(Mr. CASAR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CASAR. Mr. Speaker, I am GREG
CASAR, and I represent the heart of
Texas.

Throughout my time in office, I have
heard from and spoken with military
families about what their greatest
needs are. The answer that has most
consistently come up isn’t about the
latest tanks or the latest guns. It is
childcare.

In fact, based on a 2021 survey from
the Military Family Advisory Net-
work, they found that 78 percent of
military families have found it dif-
ficult to get childcare for their Kkids.
This need is ever present in San Anto-
nio, Texas, Military City USA.

Military readiness means more than
just stocking up on more and more
weapons and gadgets. It means invest-
ing in the people of the military.

Right now, the extreme rightwing is
trying to bring forward a bill to spend
more and more money on weapons that
the Pentagon hasn’t even asked for,
and it happens nearly every year.

The NDAA, our annual defense spend-
ing bill, provides funds that the De-
partment of Defense is told to spend on
obsolete weapons and programs. That
is why I am proposing an amendment
to the NDAA, alongside Congressman
CASTRO, to provide adequate childcare
for our military families.

———

HONORING FALLEN FIREFIGHTER
MATT HANENKRATH

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the patriotic life of
Matt Hanenkrath, a pillar of Defiance
County, Ohio.

Matt served as chief of the South
Richland Volunteer Fire Department,
assistant chief of the Highland Town-
ship Volunteer Fire Department, and
director of the Defiance County 911
Communications Center.

Matt passed suddenly in the line of
duty responding to a fire call.

Chief Hanenkrath was a true public
servant. He embodied the very essence
of bravery, selflessness, and unwaver-
ing commitment to community and
country. He ran toward danger and
faced flames with an unyielding deter-
mination to safeguard his community.

His dedication to public service
didn’t stop there. Matt was also the
president of the Ayersville Board of
Education and coached softball and
football. He exemplified the spirit of
putting others before self and tirelessly
working to better his community.

He is survived by his wife, Ashley,
and three children, Haleigh, Brynn, and
Bentley.

Mr. Speaker, in his memory, let us
recommit ourselves to supporting our
firefighters. Let us value their heroic
efforts.

Chief Hanenkrath’s sacrifice will
never be forgotten. His legacy as a
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community leader will live on through
the countless lives he impacted. Chief
Hanenkrath is an American hero.

————

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
HONG KONG—MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 118-51)

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COL-
LINS) laid before the House the fol-
lowing message from the President of
the United States; which was read and,
together with the accompanying pa-
pers, referred to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to Hong
Kong that was declared in Executive
Order 13936 of July 14, 2020, is to con-
tinue in effect beyond July 14, 2023.

The situation with respect to Hong
Kong, including recent actions taken
by the People’s Republic of China to
fundamentally undermine Hong Kong’s
autonomy, continues to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat, which
has its source in substantial part out-
side the United States, to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States. Therefore, I have
determined that it is necessary to con-
tinue the national emergency declared
in Executive Order 13936 with respect
to the situation in Hong Kong.

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.,
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 11, 2023.

——————

NEW HOPE FOR AMERICANS WITH
ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE

(Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, as a geriatric nurse practi-
tioner, I have had the privilege of tak-
ing care of our Greatest Generation in
various long-term care facilities, in-
cluding many patients with cognitive
impairment and Alzheimer’s disease.

Currently, more than 6 million Amer-
icans are living with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. This disease denies millions of
families the opportunity to cherish
memories and robs people of their abil-
ity to remember their family members
and loved ones.

Until 6 days ago, all FDA-approved
Alzheimer’s drugs merely targeted the
symptoms of the disease, never its pro-
gression. Thankfully, last Wednesday,
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