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Little Rock every day in the way he 
touched people and cared for them in 
his public service. 

We salute Dave in his retirement. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 

of my time. 
f 

RECOGNIZING JUNETEENTH AND 
SLAVERY REMEMBRANCE DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GREEN) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. And still I rise, 
Mr. Speaker. I am grateful for the time 
and the opportunity to share some of 
my thoughts and views about crucial 
issues, to share them not only with my 
colleagues here in Congress but also 
with the people of our great country. 

And still I rise today to talk about 
Juneteenth. I believe Juneteenth is a 
very special time in the history of our 
country, and I would like to say a few 
words about Juneteenth. I would also 
like to talk about Slavery Remem-
brance Day. 

For those of you who are tuning in, 
please know that I will speak about 
Juneteenth, and I will speak about 
Slavery Remembrance Day, but I will 
also speak about a day that occurred 
before Juneteenth. 

As you know, President Lincoln 
signed the Emancipation Proclamation 
on January 1, 1863. Prior to signing the 
Emancipation Proclamation, President 
Lincoln signed the District of Colum-
bia Compensated Emancipation Act of 
1862. April 16, 1862, is the day it was 
signed. 

This is an important piece of legisla-
tion because the District of Columbia 
Compensated Emancipation Act im-
pacted Washington, D.C. The District 
of Columbia Compensated Emanci-
pation Act would accord compensation 
for slaves who were freed—human 
beings held in bondage, human beings 
who had been kidnapped, likely, or 
they may have been born into slavery. 
Some people were born into slavery 
and lived their entire lives as slaves 
and died as slaves. 

These human beings, the genesis of 
which was persons who were kidnapped 
from the Continent of Africa, for our 
purposes today, as we talk about slav-
ery here in the United States, these 
human beings were kidnapped, brought 
to this country, sold, forced to work, 
and forced to be separated from their 
families. Children were sold at the auc-
tion block. They went to one planta-
tion, and their mother and father went 
to another. 

This is what slavery was about: kid-
napping, rape, murder. 

These are true words, words that we 
don’t like to hear because, in this 
country, we have reviled the enslaved 
and revered the enslavers. 

Let’s go back to the District of Co-
lumbia Compensated Emancipation 
Act of 1862, which impacted Wash-

ington, D.C., as I indicated. This act 
was to free slaves. It would free them. 
It brought with it compensation. 

A reasonable and prudent person 
would believe that the compensation 
would be accorded the slave, the person 
who had been working at the mercy of 
a person known as a master. Slaves had 
masters. 

This act, one would assume, would 
compensate the slave upon the slave 
being freed. That was not so, my dear 
friends—not so. 

The District of Columbia Com-
pensated Emancipation Act of 1862 
compensated the master. The person 
who owned the slave received com-
pensation for allowing a person to have 
the liberty that God has accorded all of 
his children. Some have been denied 
the liberty, but it was a birthright for 
every person ever born, the right to be 
free. 

This act of trying as best as he 
could—President Lincoln—to free 
slaves accorded persons who owned 
them approximately $300. Before the 
$300 was presented, as it were, there 
was a slave owner who came and actu-
ally appraised slaves. They were con-
sidered chattels, property. They were 
appraised, and owners received this 
compensation, sort of like compen-
sating the kidnapper who kidnaps a 
person, compensating this person for 
the act of kidnapping. Release the per-
son you kidnapped, and you can receive 
compensation. 

It is like the bank robber bringing 
the ill-gotten gains back to the bank 
and being rewarded for bringing the ill- 
gotten gains back after having robbed 
the bank. It was similar to this, only 
more horrific, of course, because we are 
talking about human beings. 

We have this situation where persons 
who were enslaved in Washington, D.C., 
the Nation’s Capital, enslaved right 
here in Washington, D.C., when they 
were released, they received the oppor-
tunity to fend for themselves. They 
were released to the winds and the 
rains and the weather and the ele-
ments. They were not given any com-
pensation for their labor, for the crime 
against humanity. 

Slavery was one of the greatest 
crimes ever committed against human-
ity—committed for centuries, I might 
add. It is a crime against humanity 
that has never been properly addressed. 

Even to this day, people don’t want 
to hear this message. There are people 
who literally cannot tolerate hearing 
the message because they have been in-
doctrinated to believe that the 
enslaved people somehow were wrong 
and that the enslavers were heroes. 

Well, this didn’t work so well, eman-
cipation for consideration to be ac-
corded the enslavers. It didn’t work so 
well. Hence, we find that President 
Lincoln did, in fact, issue the Emanci-
pation Proclamation, which was issued 
to free these enslaved persons who were 
a part of the States that left the 
Union. They were said to have been 
given their freedom, but that didn’t 

work too well for the people who were 
enslaved because in States like Texas, 
the enslavers didn’t really honor the 
Emancipation Proclamation. 

b 1245 
There are some who say, well, they 

didn’t know. Well, they did, but in 
Texas they chose not to honor it. 

Some more than 2 years and a half 
later, General Gordon Granger came to 
Galveston, Texas, to inform the people 
of Texas that the persons that were 
being held—and this was after the end 
of the Civil War, I might add—the per-
sons that were being held, to inform 
them that they had been liberated, and 
to tell the holders, the masters, the en-
slavers, that these human beings had 
to be released. 

General Gordon Granger was an in-
telligent man. He did not come by him-
self. He had the good sense to know 
that the people of Texas were not like-
ly to find his words with favor; that 
they were not likely to see and look 
upon what he was about to do with 
favor. 

General Gordon Granger, under-
standing that Texans spoke a specific 
kind of language and, as a result of un-
derstanding Texas-speak, General Gor-
don Granger concluded that he would 
bring some translators with him, per-
sons who would be understood by Tex-
ans. Well, I say persons; they weren’t 
really persons, but these were instru-
mentalities, if you will, that Texans 
would understand. 

So he brought with him the Colts. He 
brought with him the Smith & 
Wessons, and the Winchesters. They 
spoke a language that Texans under-
stood. 

But before General Gordon Granger 
arrived, a wonderful thing occurred. It 
is said about a week before he arrived, 
they sent in the 25th Corps. The 25th 
Corps consisted of about 1,000 or more 
persons, and it was the 25th Corps that 
came in and ran the rebels out of Gal-
veston, chased them to the border of 
the country, the boundaries, chased 
them all the way to Mexico. It was the 
25th Corps that paved the way for Gen-
eral Gordon Granger to come into 
Texas and to issue his General Order 
No. 3. 

But here is what history doesn’t say 
enough about. The 25th Corps consisted 
of Black men. Somehow we don’t 
choose to celebrate these Black men 
who actually were the liberators, who 
came in before General Gordon 
Granger, came into Texas, fought 
fiercely to liberate the Black people in 
Texas. 

General Gordon Granger appeared 
with his General Order No. 3, accom-
panied by a lot of firepower, about 2,000 
military personnel with him and, as a 
result, slaves in Texas were free to 
work for their masters. 

Imagine that. The person that has 
held you in slavery now becomes your 
boss—your employer, is the way it was 
stated—but your boss, your employer. 
Your slave master is now your em-
ployer. Well, that didn’t work well for 
the enslaved persons. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:30 Jun 24, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00025 Fmt 0636 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K23JN7.052 H23JNPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3138 June 23, 2023 
This was followed with a series of 

laws that caused Black people to have 
to serve time and become slaves by an-
other name; convict leasing is what it 
was called because we had these Black 
codes, these laws, that would require 
persons to work. If you didn’t work you 
could be arrested, and then you could 
be leased to a plantation owner. 

In Houston, Texas, just outside actu-
ally, in Sugarland, there is a grave 
with about 95 common bodies having 
been buried in it, called the Sugarland 
95. These persons served as slaves 
under a different title. 

But the point is, we had the Emanci-
pation Proclamation. We had the en-
forcement of it by virtue of General 
Gordon Granger coming into Gal-
veston, Texas. Then we had other cir-
cumstances that were unpleasant for 
people of color. 

All of these things are things that we 
should take note of. I think we should 
actually celebrate the persons who 
came in in the 25th. I plan to introduce 
a resolution. I plan to introduce a reso-
lution to honor these persons, the 25th 
Corps. I plan to introduce legislation so 
that they can be properly honored. 

Now, I know that there are people 
who hear me say these things and 
sometimes they decide that, well, I 
think I will do it first. Well, go ahead. 
I will still have the original. 

It is something that we ought to do 
to celebrate Juneteenth, but also to 
commemorate the lives of the persons 
that suffered under slavery, commemo-
rate them and celebrate them, on 
Juneteenth. Quite frankly, I believe we 
ought to do that, and I am going to do 
it. I have supported Juneteenth. 

I have supported Al Edwards who is 
the father of Juneteenth. Al Edwards, a 
State representative out of Houston, 
the father of Juneteenth. He was the 
person who, as a freshman State rep-
resentative in Texas, managed to get 
the impossible done, the impossible. 
We are talking about Texas now. 

He managed to get Texans in the 
State legislature, that would be the 
House and the Senate, and the Gov-
ernor to sign a law causing Juneteenth 
to become a holiday in the State of 
Texas. It is a miracle. 

Al Edwards, Juneteenth. He managed 
to get it to become the first in the en-
tire country, the first State in the en-
tire country to recognize Juneteenth, 
June 19, as a holiday. Al Edwards, the 
father of Juneteenth. 

Unfortunately, not a lot has been 
said about Al being the father of 
Juneteenth, but I will be filing a reso-
lution in this House honoring him as 
the father of Juneteenth. 

We ought to do these things. We 
ought to tell the truth. This is history. 
And obviously, a person who is the 
very first to file a piece of legislation 
that becomes law, that eventually per-
meates and becomes the law in other 
States, and now, in the United States— 
but it was Al Edwards. He is the father 
of Juneteenth. So I will be filing that 
resolution as well; and other legisla-
tion. 

I seem to have become the person 
whose mission in life is to right these 
wrongs, and I plan to do it with my col-
leagues, many of whom will support 
what we are trying to do. I thank 
them, all of them who sign on to these 
pieces of legislation. 

So we have Juneteenth to celebrate 
the lives of those who were freed, and 
we commemorate the day and those 
who didn’t get the opportunity to be 
liberated because, you see, liberating 
those who were still alive is a wonder-
ful thing to do. But we still really and 
truly must commemorate the lives of 
those who were not alive on June 19, 
1865. Their lives have to be remembered 
and respected. 

In this country, we have days of re-
membrance. We have a day of remem-
brance for 9/11, a day of remembrance 
for the bombing of Pearl Harbor, a Hol-
ocaust Remembrance Day, and this 
House, just last year, passed a remem-
brance day for slavery, Slavery Re-
membrance Day. It was done by this 
House of Representatives. 

I must tell you, Mr. STENY HOYER— 
Mr. STENY HOYER, I will never forget, 
nor will I let others forget the role that 
he played. It was Mr. HOYER that as-
sisted me, or perhaps I ended up assist-
ing him. It was my legislation, but leg-
islation that Mr. HOYER helped get 
through this House. He took, as it 
were, the proverbial bull by the horns, 
and he helped this Congressperson pass 
this legislation. 

So Mr. HOYER, wherever you are, I 
thank you and want you to know that 
at some point we would like to honor 
you for what you did to make real 
Slavery Remembrance Day in the 
House of Representatives. 

The bill did not pass the Senate, but 
Ms. WARREN, the Senator, Senator 
WARREN, had legislation in the Senate 
to honor the enslaved people. It was to 
commemorate their lives, as well. 

So Slavery Remembrance Day passed 
the House, and on August 20 of last 
year, we actually celebrated, com-
memorated—excuse me—because Slav-
ery Remembrance Day deals with so-
lemnity and commemoration, not cele-
bration. We celebrate on Juneteenth 
and commemorate. 

But Slavery Remembrance Day is for 
commemoration, not celebration, be-
cause we want to commemorate the 
lives that were lost to slavery, the 
lives of people who were born into slav-
ery, lived their lives as slaves, many of 
them, and died as slaves. 

I heard somebody repeat that just re-
cently. It is a wonderful thing to hear 
people repeat that. One of my col-
leagues did, and I appreciated hearing 
that being repeated. 

But Slavery Remembrance Day is 
about solemnity, and there is a cere-
mony that we had reminding us that 
we must always remember. This cere-
mony requires that a person talk about 
the various things that occurred and at 
some point would say, we must, and 
those who were in attendance would 
say, always remember, because we 
must always remember. 

Slavery Remembrance Day, August 
20 of last year, the first. We had over 
1,000 people show up on short notice. 
We plan to have it again in Houston, 
Texas, and in other places, as well. 
Slavery Remembrance Day, a day for 
us to commemorate the lives of those 
who were enslaved in this country for 
centuries, I might add, centuries. It 
wasn’t just some short period of time. 

I think many people assume that 
slavery occurred for maybe a few 
months or a few years, perhaps a dec-
ade, maybe several decades. But no, my 
dear friends, it was centuries. Cen-
turies that our country, the country 
that I love, the country where I say the 
Pledge of Allegiance, the country 
where I sing the national anthem, it 
was in this country, my country that 
we enslaved people for centuries. 

But it is also in this country, my 
country, where we decline, to this day, 
to respect the people who were 
enslaved. We respect the enslavers. We 
have named schools after the enslavers; 
there are Lee High Schools across the 
country. 

We respect the enslavers. We name 
military bases after them; Bragg, 
Braxton Bragg. We name bases after 
them, schools after them, but not the 
enslaved. 

Somehow there seems to be this be-
lief that the enslaved persons must 
have been wrong in some way. 

What was their wrong? 
What did they do to cause this coun-

try to demean them to this day? 
I stand here in the House of Rep-

resentatives of the Congress of the 
United States of America to say that 
this country has got to respect the 
lives of those that were sacrificed so 
that it could have the riches that it 
has today. The economic foundation 
that we stand on today was put in 
place by enslaved people. 

b 1300 
They were the economic foundational 

mothers and fathers of this country 
and they ought to be at least respected. 
At minimum they should be respected. 

They ought to be respected to the 
same extent that we have respected the 
enslavers. This is the second item on 
the conscience agenda. In 1956, the Con-
gress of the United States of America, 
honored Confederate soldiers with a 
Congressional Gold Medal. A Congres-
sional Gold Medal for the enslavers. A 
Congressional Gold Medal for the per-
sons who fought to keep persons in 
bondage and disrespect for the 
enslaved. No dignity was accorded the 
enslaved. 

As a matter of fact, in Texas, there 
was a movement afoot to rename slav-
ery, to style it as involuntary reloca-
tion. Theft of human beings, kidnap-
ping, rape, murder—involuntary relo-
cation. Let’s just sanitize it rather 
than show a person the dignity and re-
spect that they have earned by virtue 
of the suffering and the pain that we 
inflicted upon them so that this coun-
try could become the great Nation that 
it is. 
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How sad it is to know that Members 

of this House refuse to this day to show 
them the dignity and respect that 
human beings deserve after having 
been enslaved for centuries. The House 
is a symbol of national shame just as 
the Richard Russell Office Building is, 
by the way. 

I will say more about that, perhaps, 
in a moment or two, but we are a sym-
bol of national shame. If anybody 
thinks that I am going to cease to say 
this, you are entirely wrong because it 
is the truth. We ought to do for the 
enslaved persons what we did for the 
Confederate soldiers in 1956. We ought 
to accord a Congressional Gold Medal 
to them. We should, but we won’t. 

We have the power to do it. We did it 
for the Confederate soldiers, but we 
lack something else that we don’t have 
to do it—the integrity. It takes integ-
rity to do this. Don’t have the integ-
rity to do it. 

By the way, this circumstance is not 
something that is unknown to Mem-
bers because I have circulated the re-
quest for the Dear Colleague, the re-
quest for persons to sign on and help us 
acquire the signatures necessary to ac-
cord the enslaved persons who built the 
country, planted the seeds, harvested 
the crops, fed the Nation, the enslaved 
persons, accord them a Congressional 
Gold Medal. 

My colleagues are aware so it is 
nothing new that I am saying, but it 
takes integrity. It takes being a person 
of good will to do this. I am sad to say 
that we cannot get 290 persons of good 
will. All they have to do is sign a piece 
of paper and we can then move forward 
with the process to present a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the enslaved peo-
ple. Sign your name. That is all. That 
is not going to happen. It hasn’t hap-
pened so far. 

I don’t mean to sound pessimistic; I 
am just realistic. It is not happening. I 
hope that there will be a change in the 
hearts of Members so that we can do 
this. I pray for a change in the hearts. 
It hasn’t happened so far. It takes a 
person with integrity, a person of good 
will, a person who understands the 
wrong that has to be corrected, that 
has to be righted, and we can do it. 

I am going to ask my colleagues to 
do, again, for the enslaved persons 
what we did in 1956 for the enslavers. 
We have shown that we revere the en-
slavers and revile the enslaved. We 
don’t consider them heroes. 

I was at the Museum of the Bible just 
recently with a dear friend here, a 
name I need not and shall not mention, 
but we went to the Museum of the 
Bible located just a stone’s throw if 
you got a really strong arm, but near 
here. It is about a mile or two away at 
most. 

There in the Museum of the Bible on 
the wall, they had this huge painting of 
what we will call liberators, and there 
was a word ‘‘liberators’’ under the 
painting. They showed the liberators. 
One of the liberators was Abraham Lin-
coln. I think Abraham Lincoln quali-

fies as a liberator, but here is some-
thing that will offend a lot of my col-
leagues to know that one of the lib-
erators at the Museum of the Bible was 
John Brown. 

You see, we have been taught in this 
country that John Brown was a mur-
derer. John Brown was a liberator. 
People were enslaved. John Brown 
sought and fought to liberate people 
from slavery. He was a liberator. We 
revere the enslavers, who murdered, 
killed, kidnapped, and raped. We revere 
them. We pay tribute to them, but to 
the persons who were the victims of 
the kidnapping, murder, rape, we revile 
them and anybody that tried to help 
them. 

John Brown was a liberator. This is 
over at the Museum of the Bible. I beg 
that people would go over there, dear 
brothers and sisters. We are one race 
and that is the human race. We are all 
related. I love you, but you have got to 
be told the truth. 

Go to the museum and see for your-
self. Nat Turner was a liberator. Go 
over and view this for yourselves. Nat 
Turner’s name was not among those. I 
don’t want to mislead you, but he was 
a liberator, as well. 

The point is, we have a duty, a re-
sponsibility, an obligation to ourselves, 
Members, to do justice, to demonstrate 
that, yes, we have come a long way and 
we are going to go the rest of the way. 

Yes, we have a Juneteenth. We need 
a slaver remembrance day that has 
been acknowledged by the Senate, 
signed into law by the President. This 
House has already taken one step. 

We need that, but we also need to ac-
cord dignity and respect to the 
enslaved people. One way of doing it is 
with the Congressional Gold Medal to 
them just as we have done it for the en-
slavers. 

I am of the opinion that we can do it, 
but it hasn’t happened and I have indi-
cated to you that it probably won’t. 
However, I am going to keep hope 
alive. I will be back to remind us again 
and again and again. I don’t know that 
the reminder is sufficient. I am going 
to use prayer, and we will find out if we 
have 290 people in this House who have 
the courage and the heart to just sign 
their names so that we can do for the 
enslaved what we did for the enslavers. 

Dear friends, I love the words of 
Maya Angelou. She indicates in these 
words—I might not quote her exactly, 
but she indicates: ‘‘. . . bringing the 
gifts that my ancestors gave, I am the 
dream and the hope of the slave.’’ ‘‘. . . 
the dream and the hope of the slave.’’ 

I stand here in the Congress of the 
United States of America knowing that 
somebody some centuries ago prayed 
for a day when they would receive the 
dignity and respect God accords all 
human beings as a birthright. Dignity 
and respect of liberty and justice for 
all as we have placed in our Pledge of 
Allegiance. Dignity and respect, that is 
all. That is all we are indicating we 
should have, dignity and respect. 

Now, as I bring this to a close, dig-
nity and respect would also require 

that the name Richard Russell—Rich-
ard Russell, dear friends, was a man 
who fought antilynching legislation, 
fought civil rights legislation, coau-
thored the Southern Manifesto. Rich-
ard Russell was a self-proclaimed white 
supremacist. Richard Russell said this 
is a White man’s country. 

By the way, there are some Richard 
Russells alive today. He wasn’t the last 
Richard Russell, but this Richard Rus-
sell said this is a White man’s country 
and he wanted to keep it that way. 

Now, this Richard Russell has his 
name on a building, the Senate Russell 
Office Building. Richard Russell, the 
white racist, his name is on a building. 

Is it asking too much to remove 
Richard Russell’s name from the build-
ing? We haven’t named any buildings 
John Brown or Nat Turner. By the 
way, I am not asking that this building 
be named John Brown or Nat Turner, 
but we haven’t done it. No taxpayer 
dollars go toward a building being 
named John Brown, but we have a 
building named in honor of Richard 
Russell, a white supremacist. 

I don’t think tax dollars ought to 
support a building that honors a white 
supremacist. The Senate is a place of 
shame. The building is a symbol of na-
tional shame. Senators can change 
this. Senators can change this almost 
overnight. All they have to do is re-
move his name. The Senate has the 
power and the authority to take Rich-
ard Russell’s name off of the Russell 
Senate Office Building. 

They haven’t done it. Some tell me 
that if they did it, we would have to 
have another name and we can’t agree 
on a name, so they keep the name of 
the bigot on the building because we 
don’t have another name. 

By the way, I haven’t said name it 
Martin Luther King. I haven’t said 
name it Sojourner Truth, Harriet Tub-
man. I haven’t said name it John 
Brown, Nat Turner. 

b 1315 

Here is what I have said. I have said 
to remove his name and let the name 
become what it was before it was the 
Russell Senate Office Building. It was 
called the Old Senate Office Building. 
Revert back to the Old Senate Office 
Building and take as much time as you 
like to develop a process, if you like, 
and then a name, a name that is suit-
able for the building. 

The excuse of ‘‘we can’t take it off 
because we can’t agree on a name,’’ 
that is shameful. Every Senator over 
there ought to be ashamed. 

I don’t go into the Russell Senate Of-
fice Building. I am a one-person pro-
test. I am not going to demean myself. 
I have enough respect and dignity for 
myself not to go into a building named 
in honor of a racist and bigot. I am not 
going to do it. Those who do it, it is 
their choice. If you don’t have to, you 
are disrespecting yourself. 

I have written a letter to various or-
ganizations when I was invited to come 
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and speak over in the building for var-
ious reasons. I have written a letter, 
and I am sending it to all the human 
rights and civil rights organizations, 
letting them know that I am a one-per-
son protest and that I won’t be going 
into the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing, except to protest. There is an ex-
ception. I will go in to protest. 

I will be going in to protest, so I am 
giving everybody fair notice. There 
will be protestation at the Russell Sen-
ate Office Building. I won’t say when, 
but I will be going to protest. 

I am hopeful that we can take the 
name of Richard Russell off the Senate 
office building paid for in tax dollars. 
It is easy to do but difficult if you 
don’t have the courage, if you don’t 
have the integrity, and if you don’t 
have the heart to do what is right. 

Here is what I suspect will happen at 
some point. At some point, my broth-
ers and sisters in the Senate will find a 
way to do this and ignore the fact that 
I have been standing in this House ap-
pealing to them to do it. 

You see, people are written out of 
history who make these kinds of de-
mands. They are written out of history 
because it can never be said that a per-
son of African ancestry had the cour-
age to do this and then it was done. 
That would mean, then, that there are 
other things that people of color might 
have the courage to do and to get done 
in a similar fashion. 

They will find a clever way to get it 
done. The name will change, and we 
will just go on as though none of this 
ever happened. 

I just pray that the record will show 
that someone came to this well and 
stood for justice. Just as we like to 
record the history of all the things 
that people do, let it be known that at 
least one person came here and asked 
that we take that name off of that 
building. 

It will happen. It is just a matter of 
time. At some point, there will be peo-
ple who are going to coalesce around 
this, and the Senate will have to do it. 
It is shameful that they haven’t done 
it, but they will have to do it. 

Maybe not while I am here, but at 
some point, this Congress is going to 
award a Congressional Gold Medal to 
those persons who suffered slavery. 
Congress will do it, but they have to 
find a way to do it so that it doesn’t 
look like they were forced to do it, 
that they were forced by a person, a 
Black man who had the courage to 
come and stand in the well and say this 
is something that we must do. 

They can’t let it seem as though this 
person did this, so they will find a way 
to do these things, and it will be as 
though none of this ever happened. 

Do you know what? The good news is 
that it will happen. Maybe not in time 
for me to see it, but it will happen. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to say that 
I love my country. In spite of the way 
my country has behaved, I still love it. 
It is sort of like a mother or father lov-
ing children. Sometimes children don’t 

behave properly, but you don’t cease to 
love them. You want to correct them. I 
come here to correct my country and 
help us to do the right thing. Actually, 
more important than that, Mr. Speak-
er, is to do the righteous thing. I love 
my country, and I pray that my coun-
try will do the righteous thing. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The Speaker announced his signature 
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the 
following title: 

S. 467.—An act to modify the age require-
ment for the Student Incentive Payment 
Program of the State maritime academies. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 1 o’clock and 21 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Tuesday, June 
27, 2023, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–1316. A letter from the General Coun-
sel, National Credit Union Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s final rule 
— Chartering and Field of Membership (RIN: 
3133-AF06) received June 20, 2023, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

EC–1317. A letter from the General Coun-
sel, National Credit Union Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s final 
interagency policy statement — Interagency 
Policy Statement on Allowances for Credit 
Losses (RIN: 3133-AF05) received June 20, 
2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

EC–1318. A letter from the General Coun-
sel, National Credit Union Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s final rule 
— Subordinated Debt (RIN: 3133-AF08) re-
ceived June 20, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
(for himself, Mr. THOMPSON of Cali-
fornia, Mr. GUTHRIE, Ms. CRAIG, and 
Mr. SESSIONS): 

H.R. 4315. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to protect beneficiaries 
with limb loss and other orthopedic condi-
tions by providing access to appropriate, 
safe, effective, patient-centered orthotic and 
prosthetic care; to reduce fraud, waste, and 
abuse with respect to orthotics and pros-
thetics; and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-

dition to the Committee on Ways and Means, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. PALMER (for himself, Mr. 
EDWARDS, Mr. CLYDE, Mr. WEBER of 
Texas, Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana, Mr. 
DUNCAN, Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr. BIGGS, 
and Mr. BOST): 

H.R. 4316. A bill to amend the National 
Voter Registration Act of 1993 to permit a 
State to include as part of the mail voter 
registration form a requirement that appli-
cants provide proof of citizenship, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on House 
Administration. 

By Mr. PALMER: 
H.R. 4317. A bill to amend the National 

Voter Registration Act of 1993 to require 
States to submit a report to the Election As-
sistance Commission that includes informa-
tion with respect to the voter list mainte-
nance activities of the State, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on House Admin-
istration. 

By Mr. PALMER: 
H.R. 4318. A bill to amend the National 

Voter Registration Act of 1993 to eliminate 
reliance on the change of address informa-
tion provided by the United States Postal 
Service for the purpose of removing ineli-
gible voters from the official list of voters in 
a State, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on House Administration. 

By Ms. LOFGREN (for herself, Mr. 
NEWHOUSE, Mr. COSTA, Mr. SIMPSON, 
Mr. PANETTA, Mr. VALADAO, Mr. 
CARBAJAL, Mr. DUARTE, Mr. CUELLAR, 
and Mr. NADLER): 

H.R. 4319. A bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to provide for terms and 
conditions for nonimmigrant workers per-
forming agricultural labor or services, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and in addition to the Committees 
on Ways and Means, Education and the 
Workforce, and Financial Services, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. ALLEN: 
H.R. 4320. A bill to amend the National 

Labor Relations Act to clarify employer 
rights with regard to hiring; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. BABIN (for himself, Mr. NEHLS, 
Mr. JACKSON of Texas, Mr. DUNCAN, 
Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. PALMER, Mr. 
WALBERG, Mr. OWENS, Mr. HIGGINS of 
Louisiana, Mr. GOSAR, Mr. C. SCOTT 
FRANKLIN of Florida, Mr. SELF, Mr. 
LAMALFA, and Mr. FALLON): 

H.R. 4321. A bill to prohibit the United 
States Government from providing bailouts 
or other financial assistance to any State or 
local government that enacts any law pro-
viding reparations for slavery, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Accountability. 

By Ms. BALINT (for herself, Ms. CHU, 
Mr. BEYER, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms. 
BONAMICI, Ms. BUSH, Mr. CARBAJAL, 
Mr. CASAR, Ms. CLARKE of New York, 
Ms. CROCKETT, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, 
Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas, Ms. DELBENE, 
Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois, Mr. ROBERT 
GARCIA of California, Mr. GREEN of 
Texas, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mrs. HAYES, 
Mr. HIGGINS of New York, Ms. JA-
COBS, Ms. JAYAPAL, Ms. KAMLAGER- 
DOVE, Mr. KILMER, Ms. LEE of Cali-
fornia, Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
MAGAZINER, Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. 
MULLIN, Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. 
MORELLE, Mr. PANETTA, Ms. PINGREE, 
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