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everything in their power to free Mr. 
Sharmahd and ensure his safe return. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KILEY) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Honor-
able KEVIN MCCARTHY, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
June 23, 2023. 

I hereby designate the period from Satur-
day, June 24, 2023, through Monday, July 10, 
2023, as a ‘‘district work period’’ under sec-
tion 3(z) of House Resolution 5. 

KEVIN MCCARTHY, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

ISSUES OF THE DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. HILL) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I yield to the 

gentleman from Florida (Mr. RUTHER-
FORD), who is my good friend and a 
wonderful leader in the Law Enforce-
ment Caucus in the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Leslie and Carlton C. Smith for their 
high achievement in exportation. Les-
lie and Carlton’s Jacksonville-based 
heavy equipment exporting business, 
Heavy Equipment Resources of Florida, 
or ‘‘HERO FL,’’ is a top exporter of 
components and spare parts to mining 
industries all around the globe. 

Earlier this month, HERO FL was 
awarded with its second Presidential E 
Star Award for Exportation. This 
award is the highest honor given to our 
Nation’s exporters and highlights 
HERO FL’s significant contribution to 
U.S. exports and their development of 
market entry strategies for chal-
lenging international markets, specifi-
cally in Africa. 

The E Star Award, which is now des-
ignated by the U.S. Secretary of Com-
merce, sets HERO FL apart from their 
peers for their noteworthy export pro-
motion efforts. 

Just since 2013, HERO FL has grown 
from 10 export markets to over 32. This 
is an incredible achievement and is a 
testament to Leslie and Carlton’s hard 
work in northeast Florida and across 
the globe. 

I am honored to recognize their ef-
forts, and I am grateful for the eco-

nomic growth that they continue to 
bring to Florida’s Fifth Congressional 
District. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman, 
again, for yielding. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman from Florida for his pro-
motion of his constituents and their 
success in exporting and for his recog-
nizing the importance of small business 
to the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from California (Mr. KILEY). My friend 
is from one of the most beautiful con-
gressional districts in America, the Si-
erra Nevada. 

Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Music in the Mountains, a 
unique organization in Nevada County, 
California, that combines world-class 
orchestral, choral, and musical theater 
performances with a deep commitment 
to music education. 

The Music in the Mountains season 
features live concerts and events show-
casing the orchestra and chorus per-
forming with world-renowned classical 
musicians and soloists. Performances 
are staged in several venues located in 
historic gold rush communities of 
Grass Valley and Nevada City. 

At the heart of Music in the Moun-
tains is the SummerFest Classical Fes-
tival, now in its 42nd year. Audiences 
are enthralled by powerful classical 
masterworks, modern favorites, and in-
novative pieces from brand new com-
posers staged in an outdoor theater. 

In the days leading up to July 
Fourth, the festival celebrates music, 
community, and our country’s birth. 

In addition to presenting inspiring 
concerts, Music in the Mountains offers 
innovative educational programs 
touching the lives of about 5,000 stu-
dents each year. 

To fulfill the goal of empowering 
children to perform, compose, and lis-
ten to music, Music in the Mountains 
offers a variety of activities, including 
Take 5 for Music, Carnegie Lineup, 
Full Circle Music Program, and Peer 
Performing 4 Peers. 

The youth orchestra is a symphony 
orchestra program for string, wood-
wind, brass, and percussion players 
ages 8 to 21. Students in the Young 
Composers project study composition, 
notation software, conducting, melodic 
and rhythmic dictation, music theory, 
and music history. 

The Side By Side program offers stu-
dent musicians the opportunity to sit 
in with the orchestra at rehearsals and 
perform with their mentors in live per-
formances. 

Through its performance and edu-
cational endeavors, Music in the Moun-
tains recognizes the power of music to 
heal and transform the individual and 
the community. 

On behalf of the United States House 
of Representatives, I am honored to 
recognize Music in the Mountains for 
the empowering programs and profound 
impact the organization has had on Ne-
vada County and the broader region. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman for his comments and for 

promoting this good work in his dis-
trict, and I thank him for his public 
service. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to discuss 
an important piece of legislation that I 
am working on here in the people’s 
House. 

The Ouachita Mountains inside the 
Ouachita National Forest stretches 
some 220 miles from my district in cen-
tral Arkansas to eastern Oklahoma. 

For 50 years now, I have sought ref-
uge and pleasure in visiting a remark-
able corner of the rugged Arkansas 
Ouachita National Forest mountains 
called Flatside. It is named for a sand-
stone outcrop that dominates the for-
est below. 

Mr. Speaker, you can see in this 
photo on one very cold February day 
with a blanket of snow on the ground 
that I was looking west from the top of 
Flatside toward another high point in 
the wilderness area called Forked 
Mountain. 

My guide that day was my good 
friend of now 50 years and longtime 
neighbor in Little Rock, Don Ham-
ilton. 

Don is a longtime member of the 
Ozark Society, a former board member 
for the National Wildlife Federation, 
and a tireless advocate for wilderness 
areas in our Nation. 

b 1215 

At the time of this photo, I was a 
Senate staffer, and Don was urging me 
to persuade my then boss, U.S. Senator 
John Tower, a Republican from Texas, 
to cosponsor Democrat Arkansas Sen-
ator Dale Bumpers’ Arkansas Wilder-
ness Act. 

This act would establish the 10,000 
acres of public U.S. forestland around 
Flatside as one of nine new wilderness 
areas and the only one in the Second 
Congressional District. 

With Senator Tower’s endorsements 
and the tireless work by Senator 
Bumpers and my Second District pred-
ecessor, Republican Congressman Ed 
Bethune, Flatside did, in fact, join the 
U.S. Forest Service wilderness rolls in 
1984 when it was signed into law by 
President Reagan. 

At that time, the Flatside area was 
anticipated to be larger, encompassing 
the additional U.S. Forest Service 
lands that I am addressing on the 
House floor today in my new legisla-
tion. 

Over the ensuing years, the Forest 
Service and advocates were never able 
to craft a strategy whereby those acres 
left out of the 1984 designation could be 
included. 

When I joined Congress in 2015, I set 
about to design an approach that would 
expand Flatside to its originally con-
templated size. 

First, I introduced the Flatside Wil-
derness Enhancement Act, which 
passed in both the House and Senate in 
2018 and was then signed into law by 
President Trump in January of 2019. 

This bill added what I called the Be-
thune Woods acreage to Flatside. 
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Thanks to Congressman Bethune for 
his years of hard work on this area. 

This 640-acre addition had been coded 
by the U.S. Forest Service as wilder-
ness and managed that way but had 
never been formally added to the 
boundaries of Flatside. 

As a companion measure, Senator 
JOHN BOOZMAN of Arkansas and I in-
cluded in the fiscal year 2019 appropria-
tions bill a provision whereby the For-
est Service would complete a careful 
and thorough study of the other Fed-
eral forest lands around Flatside that 
might well meet the 1964 Wilderness 
Act definition and be eligible for inclu-
sion. 

In May of 2021, Flatside’s wilderness 
evaluation was completed by the For-
est Service. They thoroughly examined 
all the areas in question and outlined 
the ones that they believed would qual-
ify as wilderness if so designated by 
this House, by our Congress. 

Thus, Mr. Speaker, here we are, 40 
years later, discussing my bill, H.R. 
3971, the Flatside Wilderness Additions 
Act. This act implements the careful 
U.S. Forest Service study that was 
completed back in May of 2021. 

Further, I collaborated on the design 
of the measure with my colleague, the 
chairman of the House Natural Re-
sources Committee, Chair BRUCE 
WESTERMAN and his staff. 

This bill admits 2,200 existing quali-
fying public U.S. Forest Service acres 
to the existing wilderness area. Land 
that qualifies for wilderness designa-
tion in accordance with the May 2021 
study and is currently already man-
aged as potential wilderness by the 
Ouachita National Forest Management 
Plan. 

This measure is supported by our Ar-
kansas Governor, Sarah Sanders, our 
parks and tourism leadership, our 
game and fish commission, our local 
officials in the nearby counties, and 
our outdoor recreation leaders, includ-
ing The Ozark Society who was so in-
strumental in the 1994 work. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation and complete the good work 
started by my predecessor so long ago, 
Congressman Ed Bethune, and initiated 
by President Reagan, signing the Ar-
kansas Wilderness Act of 1984 into law. 

Today, we take this final step to 
complete Flatside Wilderness’ original 
footprint and offer the wild beauty of 
The Natural State for generations to 
come. 

For me, Flatside has provided five 
decades of peace that was promised in 
John Muir’s great poem that goes like 
this: 
Climb the mountains and get their good tid-

ings, nature’s peace will flow into you 
as sunshine flows into trees. The winds 
will blow their own freshness into you 
and the storms their energy, while 
cares will drop off like autumn leaves. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF AMBASSADOR C. BOYDEN 
GRAY 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to salute the life of a dear friend and a 
remarkable public servant, Ambas-

sador Boyden Gray. Boyden died on 
May 21, 2023, at the age of 80. 

There was no finer gentleman, father, 
companion, or principled conservative 
advocate than the Honorable C. Boyden 
Gray. 

In his remembrance of Ambassador 
Gray at a June 7 service at Christ 
Church, Supreme Court Justice Clar-
ence Thomas described Boyden as calm 
and courageous, warm and humorous. 

It was my great pleasure to serve on 
the White House staff of President 
George H.W. Bush and witness 
Boyden’s humor, courage, and prin-
cipled leadership on a regular basis. 

President Bush was fortunate to have 
Boyden Gray as his White House coun-
sel, his friend, and also his counsel dur-
ing his years as Vice President during 
the Reagan administration. 

Boyden was instrumental in advising 
the President on appointments and on 
landmark legislation such as the Clean 
Air Act amendments of 1990 and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. Gray 
went on to continue his public service 
as our U.S. Ambassador to the Euro-
pean Union from 2006 to 2007. 

Boyden was also a long-time attor-
ney and conservative constitutional 
advocate in private practice in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

In his touching eulogy, Justice 
Thomas quoted Boyden’s frequent 
statement that his daughter, Eliza, was 
‘‘the best thing I have ever done.’’ 

That was in full evidence as Eliza 
gave a beautiful tribute to her dad. Her 
dedication and love and his for her was 
in full evidence. 

Martha and I send our hugs to Eliza, 
her husband Nick, and their children 
Jane and Wyatt. 

The world is a less interesting place 
with the loss of our friend, Boyden 
Gray. I have no doubt that he is sug-
gesting many structural regulatory re-
forms in Heaven as we speak. 
RECOGNIZING NORTH LITTLE ROCK HIGH 

SCHOOL’S VICTORY IN THE CAPITOL HILL 
CHALLENGE 
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to highlight an incredible achievement 
from the high school students at North 
Little Rock High School who finished 
in first place in the SIFMA Founda-
tion’s 20th Annual Capitol Hill Chal-
lenge. 

This is the security industry’s na-
tionwide contest. We used to call it the 
stock market game many years ago. 

Thousands of teams from all 50 
States compete in this 4-month finan-
cial education program where student 
teams invest a hypothetical $100,000 
and learn the value and function of our 
capital markets and investing fun-
damentals through an integrated, com-
prehensive curriculum. 

Additionally, these students learn 
how to think critically and collaborate 
with their peers which, in turn, im-
proves their own personal decision-
making and financial literacy. 

The Capitol Hill Challenge allows for 
thousands of students across the coun-
try, particularly at underprivileged 

schools, to have access to exceptional 
financial educational programming and 
for those who might not even have had 
an opportunity to learn these impor-
tant skills. 

These students, as well as others 
whose schools finish in the top 10, re-
cently traveled to Washington, D.C., 
and got to meet with their Congress-
men and their Senators. 

I congratulate the hardworking stu-
dents at North Little Rock High 
School for this great achievement of 
being tops in financial literacy and in 
this contest. 

RECOGNIZING COLONEL ANGELA OCHOA 
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to recognize Colonel Angela Ochoa for 
her distinguished service as the 19th 
Airlift Wing Commander at Little 
Rock Air Force Base. 

Colonel Ochoa was commissioned in 
2001, and throughout her career has 
flown in Operation Enduring Freedom, 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, Resolute 
Support, Operation Freedom’s Sen-
tinel, and Volant Shogun. 

Colonel Ochoa has spent the last 2 
years dedicated to the C–130 airlift 
community, ensuring that the 19th 
Wing is mission ready for global sup-
port. 

Through her efforts, she has left a 
positive impact on more than 10,000 
personnel and families that travel in 
and out of Little Rock Air Force Base 
every day. 

In addition to her focus on combat 
readiness of the force, Colonel Ochoa 
continued to vitalize and support the 
central Arkansas community through 
the introduction of the Department of 
Defense’s STARBASE program, which 
provides STEM-focused education op-
portunities for children in the area. 
She has also made immeasurable con-
tributions to our community through 
the Honorary Commander Program. 

I wish Colonel Ochoa continued suc-
cess as she comes here to metro Wash-
ington, D.C., and takes command of the 
89th Airlift Wing at Joint Base An-
drews. 

HAPPY 187TH BIRTHDAY, ARKANSAS 
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ac-

knowledge that this month, June, our 
great State of Arkansas celebrates 187 
years of statehood. 

Arkansas’ rich history has shaped the 
vibrant and growing communities 
across our State today. I am especially 
grateful for the opportunity to stand 
before you and celebrate its heritage, 
progress, and the possibilities ahead for 
our citizens. 

Arkansas’ heritage is evident across 
our State in museums and historic 
sites but also in the individual stories 
of people across our State, their own 
stories, their own generations of call-
ing Arkansas home. 

Throughout our history, Arkansas 
has consistently lived up to its nick-
name, The Natural State. Families 
across our country visit our State 
parks, our historic sites, and other 
great outdoor recreational experiences 
from the Ozark Mountains to the Mis-
sissippi Delta. 
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Besides the outdoors, Arkansans of 

all ages take advantage of opportuni-
ties in our State from art to sports to 
business and technology. 

I am proud to support business in-
vestment in Arkansas and our young 
people as they learn more about what 
it means to call Arkansas home. 

For all these reasons and more, I am 
confident that Arkansas has a bright 
future ahead. Today, and every day, I 
am proud to represent the many cen-
tral Arkansans that make our State 
great. Happy Birthday, Arkansas. 
CONGRATULATING SUSAN RAMSEY, AG IN THE 

CLASSROOM OUTSTANDING TEACHER OF THE 
YEAR 
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to congratulate Susan Ramsey, the re-
cipient of the Ag in the Classroom Out-
standing Teacher of the Year award 
from the Arkansas Farm Bureau. 

Ms. Ramsey teaches language arts in 
Pangburn, and she leads a garden class 
on Fridays for third and fourth graders, 
providing them new and engaging expe-
riences in and around our food system 
and agriculture. 

Pangburn High School’s agriculture 
teacher Brian Harris, who nominated 
Ms. Ramsey for the award, praised her 
garden program because it provides 
students these important experiences 
at such a good, young age. 

Ms. Ramsey has undeniably made a 
positive impact on her students, pro-
viding them the tools they need for fu-
ture success. Programs like these ben-
efit students and their families across 
our State. 

This recognition is well-deserved, and 
as our State’s nominee, she will rep-
resent Arkansas well at the National 
Ag in the Classroom Conference com-
ing up. Thank you, Ms. Ramsey, for 
your dedication to your students. 

CONGRATULATING DR. GARY B. ARNOLD 
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to congratulate my friend, Dr. Gary B. 
Arnold, for his outstanding work as 
Head of School at Little Rock Chris-
tian Academy. After 16 years at Little 
Rock Christian, Dr. Arnold’s legacy 
will not be forgotten. 

From expanding the campus, building 
modern athletic facilities, and improv-
ing the art and science programs, Dr. 
Arnold improved student life im-
mensely over his tenure. 

Not only did Dr. Arnold lead his stu-
dents, but he was a mentor to many 
other heads of school across the Na-
tion. 

Dr. Arnold held many positions of 
leadership for national organizations, 
promoting high standards and the 
growth of independent Christian edu-
cation. 

Through his devotion to spreading 
the faith and serving in the name of 
Jesus, Dr. Arnold’s leadership creates a 
long-lasting, positive impact. 

I congratulate Dr. Arnold on his 
amazing work at Little Rock Christian 
and look forward to his continued lead-
ership across our great country. 

CONGRATULATING ALLIE THOMAS 
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to congratulate Allie Thomas on rep-

resenting Arkansas in the 2023 Na-
tional History Day competition. 

National History Day is a high school 
competition whereby students can 
present historical research projects 
through websites, endorsements, or 
even performances. 

Each year, nearly a half million stu-
dents across our great country partici-
pate in National History Day. The 
topic for this year’s competition was 
Frontiers in History: People, Places, 
Ideas. The students’ topics ranged from 
the history of science to politics and 
the military. 

Allie was one of only 3,000 students 
selected to participate in the National 
History Day competition at the Uni-
versity of Maryland just this past 
week. 

To advance to the National Competi-
tion, Allie’s project was named a top- 
two project in her category and divi-
sion. 

I am so proud of Allie and her hard 
work. And we are honored she rep-
resented our great State of Arkansas. 

b 1230 
RECOGNIZING ARKANSAS CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to recognize Arkansas Children’s Hos-
pital for being featured in the most re-
cent U.S. News & World Report’s list of 
best children’s hospitals. 

Arkansas Children’s Hospital re-
ceived a top 50 ranking in seven med-
ical specialties for pediatric hospitals 
across the United States and was also 
ranked in the top 10 pediatric hospitals 
for the southeast region. 

This recognition is well deserved. Ar-
kansas Children’s provides critical and 
incredibly valuable services to our 
children and their families across our 
State and the surrounding region. 

This kind of comprehensive care is 
necessary so that kids and their fami-
lies in our State can reach their full 
potential and have access to the abso-
lute best care possible for every kind of 
complication that life can bring. 

Providing these important services 
at such a high caliber requires a com-
mitted and talented team. The staff at 
Arkansas Children’s Hospital certainly 
reflects these values. 

As a former hospital director there 
and now a Member of Congress, I am 
always proud to highlight their quality 
pediatric care in our State and glad 
that the exceptional performance of 
Arkansas Children’s Hospital is being 
recognized at a national level. 

CONGRATULATING JIMMY MOSES 
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to congratulate Jimmy Moses, who was 
recently honored for his work in down-
town Little Rock for Little Rock’s suc-
cessful growth, redevelopment, and 
preservation over his many decades of 
leadership. 

Mr. Moses was featured in Block, 
Street, & Building magazine as a true 
difference maker, and I can certainly 
assure you, Mr. Speaker, that is under-
stated. 

His family has exemplified values 
that made our State great for genera-

tions. They have not only benefited 
from their deep roots in Little Rock, 
but they have used those talents and 
love for the area to give back. Jimmy 
Moses is absolutely continuing that 
longtime Moses family tradition. 

Mr. Moses has worked in urban devel-
opment and planning for years. He has 
worked on projects to restore historic 
buildings and facilitate creative devel-
opment as our vital central business 
district of Little Rock has grown and 
changed over the past 40 years. 

Mr. Moses also serves as one of the 
founders of Moses Tucker Partners, a 
prominent real estate development 
firm in Little Rock. 

His background, skills, and passion 
demonstrate why he is so deserving of 
this important recognition. I am proud 
to recognize him as a visionary that 
has been so clearly dedicated to mak-
ing our hometown a better place. 

CELEBRATING EARL SMITH’S 100TH BIRTHDAY 
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to recognize and honor Earl Smith, 
who celebrated his 100th birthday on 
June 10. 

Mr. Smith, an Arkansas native, is a 
World War II veteran. Drafted at 19, he 
served in the Army and the Army 
Chemical Corps. 

He was also part of the Rhineland 
campaign and the northern France 
campaign and was awarded two Bronze 
Stars and a good conduct medal. 

Earl was married to his wife, Eloise, 
for 57 years. Together, they had two 
children, four grandchildren, eight 
great-grandchildren, and one great- 
great-grandchild. 

Earl is still an active member of the 
community. He makes sure to attend 
all of his grandchildren’s events and 
holds the longest membership in Life-
line Baptist Church. Earl also is the 
oldest member of the Little Rock VFW 
Post 9095. 

When asked about this remarkable 
birthday, he said: ‘‘I had no idea I 
would live this long, but every morning 
when I wake up, I thank the good Lord 
for another day.’’ 

I thank Mr. Earl Smith for his serv-
ice to our beloved Nation and con-
gratulate him for his 100th birthday. 

HONORING DAVE PERESKO 
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to honor the life and legacy of Dave 
Peresko. 

Mr. Peresko is a longtime veteran 
who served our Nation in the Vietnam 
war. 

Continuing his service to our coun-
try, Mr. Peresko began working for the 
U.S. Postal Service in Little Rock in 
1973. During that work, Mr. Peresko 
was no stranger to any of our commu-
nity members. His lively and kind spir-
it spread throughout our community, 
leaving a positive impact on everyone 
he came across. 

Completing over 45 years of service 
with the post office, Mr. Peresko re-
tired from the post office just a few 
years ago in 2019. 

This very committed Kansas City 
Chiefs superfan brightened the city of 
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Little Rock every day in the way he 
touched people and cared for them in 
his public service. 

We salute Dave in his retirement. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 

of my time. 
f 

RECOGNIZING JUNETEENTH AND 
SLAVERY REMEMBRANCE DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GREEN) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. And still I rise, 
Mr. Speaker. I am grateful for the time 
and the opportunity to share some of 
my thoughts and views about crucial 
issues, to share them not only with my 
colleagues here in Congress but also 
with the people of our great country. 

And still I rise today to talk about 
Juneteenth. I believe Juneteenth is a 
very special time in the history of our 
country, and I would like to say a few 
words about Juneteenth. I would also 
like to talk about Slavery Remem-
brance Day. 

For those of you who are tuning in, 
please know that I will speak about 
Juneteenth, and I will speak about 
Slavery Remembrance Day, but I will 
also speak about a day that occurred 
before Juneteenth. 

As you know, President Lincoln 
signed the Emancipation Proclamation 
on January 1, 1863. Prior to signing the 
Emancipation Proclamation, President 
Lincoln signed the District of Colum-
bia Compensated Emancipation Act of 
1862. April 16, 1862, is the day it was 
signed. 

This is an important piece of legisla-
tion because the District of Columbia 
Compensated Emancipation Act im-
pacted Washington, D.C. The District 
of Columbia Compensated Emanci-
pation Act would accord compensation 
for slaves who were freed—human 
beings held in bondage, human beings 
who had been kidnapped, likely, or 
they may have been born into slavery. 
Some people were born into slavery 
and lived their entire lives as slaves 
and died as slaves. 

These human beings, the genesis of 
which was persons who were kidnapped 
from the Continent of Africa, for our 
purposes today, as we talk about slav-
ery here in the United States, these 
human beings were kidnapped, brought 
to this country, sold, forced to work, 
and forced to be separated from their 
families. Children were sold at the auc-
tion block. They went to one planta-
tion, and their mother and father went 
to another. 

This is what slavery was about: kid-
napping, rape, murder. 

These are true words, words that we 
don’t like to hear because, in this 
country, we have reviled the enslaved 
and revered the enslavers. 

Let’s go back to the District of Co-
lumbia Compensated Emancipation 
Act of 1862, which impacted Wash-

ington, D.C., as I indicated. This act 
was to free slaves. It would free them. 
It brought with it compensation. 

A reasonable and prudent person 
would believe that the compensation 
would be accorded the slave, the person 
who had been working at the mercy of 
a person known as a master. Slaves had 
masters. 

This act, one would assume, would 
compensate the slave upon the slave 
being freed. That was not so, my dear 
friends—not so. 

The District of Columbia Com-
pensated Emancipation Act of 1862 
compensated the master. The person 
who owned the slave received com-
pensation for allowing a person to have 
the liberty that God has accorded all of 
his children. Some have been denied 
the liberty, but it was a birthright for 
every person ever born, the right to be 
free. 

This act of trying as best as he 
could—President Lincoln—to free 
slaves accorded persons who owned 
them approximately $300. Before the 
$300 was presented, as it were, there 
was a slave owner who came and actu-
ally appraised slaves. They were con-
sidered chattels, property. They were 
appraised, and owners received this 
compensation, sort of like compen-
sating the kidnapper who kidnaps a 
person, compensating this person for 
the act of kidnapping. Release the per-
son you kidnapped, and you can receive 
compensation. 

It is like the bank robber bringing 
the ill-gotten gains back to the bank 
and being rewarded for bringing the ill- 
gotten gains back after having robbed 
the bank. It was similar to this, only 
more horrific, of course, because we are 
talking about human beings. 

We have this situation where persons 
who were enslaved in Washington, D.C., 
the Nation’s Capital, enslaved right 
here in Washington, D.C., when they 
were released, they received the oppor-
tunity to fend for themselves. They 
were released to the winds and the 
rains and the weather and the ele-
ments. They were not given any com-
pensation for their labor, for the crime 
against humanity. 

Slavery was one of the greatest 
crimes ever committed against human-
ity—committed for centuries, I might 
add. It is a crime against humanity 
that has never been properly addressed. 

Even to this day, people don’t want 
to hear this message. There are people 
who literally cannot tolerate hearing 
the message because they have been in-
doctrinated to believe that the 
enslaved people somehow were wrong 
and that the enslavers were heroes. 

Well, this didn’t work so well, eman-
cipation for consideration to be ac-
corded the enslavers. It didn’t work so 
well. Hence, we find that President 
Lincoln did, in fact, issue the Emanci-
pation Proclamation, which was issued 
to free these enslaved persons who were 
a part of the States that left the 
Union. They were said to have been 
given their freedom, but that didn’t 

work too well for the people who were 
enslaved because in States like Texas, 
the enslavers didn’t really honor the 
Emancipation Proclamation. 

b 1245 
There are some who say, well, they 

didn’t know. Well, they did, but in 
Texas they chose not to honor it. 

Some more than 2 years and a half 
later, General Gordon Granger came to 
Galveston, Texas, to inform the people 
of Texas that the persons that were 
being held—and this was after the end 
of the Civil War, I might add—the per-
sons that were being held, to inform 
them that they had been liberated, and 
to tell the holders, the masters, the en-
slavers, that these human beings had 
to be released. 

General Gordon Granger was an in-
telligent man. He did not come by him-
self. He had the good sense to know 
that the people of Texas were not like-
ly to find his words with favor; that 
they were not likely to see and look 
upon what he was about to do with 
favor. 

General Gordon Granger, under-
standing that Texans spoke a specific 
kind of language and, as a result of un-
derstanding Texas-speak, General Gor-
don Granger concluded that he would 
bring some translators with him, per-
sons who would be understood by Tex-
ans. Well, I say persons; they weren’t 
really persons, but these were instru-
mentalities, if you will, that Texans 
would understand. 

So he brought with him the Colts. He 
brought with him the Smith & 
Wessons, and the Winchesters. They 
spoke a language that Texans under-
stood. 

But before General Gordon Granger 
arrived, a wonderful thing occurred. It 
is said about a week before he arrived, 
they sent in the 25th Corps. The 25th 
Corps consisted of about 1,000 or more 
persons, and it was the 25th Corps that 
came in and ran the rebels out of Gal-
veston, chased them to the border of 
the country, the boundaries, chased 
them all the way to Mexico. It was the 
25th Corps that paved the way for Gen-
eral Gordon Granger to come into 
Texas and to issue his General Order 
No. 3. 

But here is what history doesn’t say 
enough about. The 25th Corps consisted 
of Black men. Somehow we don’t 
choose to celebrate these Black men 
who actually were the liberators, who 
came in before General Gordon 
Granger, came into Texas, fought 
fiercely to liberate the Black people in 
Texas. 

General Gordon Granger appeared 
with his General Order No. 3, accom-
panied by a lot of firepower, about 2,000 
military personnel with him and, as a 
result, slaves in Texas were free to 
work for their masters. 

Imagine that. The person that has 
held you in slavery now becomes your 
boss—your employer, is the way it was 
stated—but your boss, your employer. 
Your slave master is now your em-
ployer. Well, that didn’t work well for 
the enslaved persons. 
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