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I thank my colleagues, both Repub-

licans and Democrats, on the Ways and 
Means Committee for supporting this 
legislation. I thank Senator WYDEN and 
Senator CRAPO for working with the 
committee on this bill. The people of 
Taiwan have built a robust, thriving 
democracy, and both the Biden admin-
istration and Congress have recognized 
that deepening our economic connec-
tion is a top priority. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

b 1930 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself the balance of my time. 

The legislation before us today is an 
important first step in pushing back 
against executive overreach on trade. 
It also reinforces our support for a 
stronger relationship with our close 
partner, Taiwan. 

I appreciate that my colleagues 
across the aisle agree that protecting 
Congress’ constitutional powers is vital 
and that allowing any administration 
to continue unchecked would only di-
lute the voices of millions of Ameri-
cans in Washington and embolden the 
executive branch to step on more of 
our Article I powers. 

I am especially appreciative of the 
strong partnership in this effort of 
Ranking Member NEAL in the House 
and Senators WYDEN and CRAPO in the 
Senate. 

U.S. trade policy must first and fore-
most protect American workers, farm-
ers, families, and small businesses. We 
have a duty today to ensure the Amer-
ican people maintain a say in what 
those policies look like. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members of 
the House to support this legislation, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
SMITH) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4004, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HONORING MIKE MULLINS 

(Mr. EZELL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. EZELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and honor Mike Mullins 
for his service to the citizens of 
D’Iberville, Mississippi, for the last 23 
years. 

Mike moved to D’Iberville in 1969 
with his family. Mike was named the 
first parks and recreation director for 
the city of D’Iberville in 2001 before 
taking over public works. He later be-
came a member of the American Public 
Works Association, serving as a dele-

gate in 2011 and 2012 and then serving 
as vice president of the local branch in 
2013 and 2014 before serving as presi-
dent in 2014 and 2015. 

Mike is retiring with his fiancee, 
Anne Mikish; his daughter, Michelle; 
two grandchildren; and Anne’s children 
and grandchildren. 

Mike Mullins’ dedication to serving 
his community in so many capacities is 
inspiring to me, his family, and the en-
tire Mississippi Gulf Coast community. 

f 

STAND UP TO SAVE LIVES 
(Mr. CASTEN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CASTEN. Mr. Speaker, this past 
weekend, on Father’s Day, 23 people 
were shot and 1 person was killed at a 
Juneteenth celebration in 
Willowbrook, Illinois. 

Law enforcement has not yet identi-
fied a suspect or a motive, but prelimi-
nary reports have indicated there were 
multiple guns and multiple shooters. 

In 2 weeks, Highland Park, Illinois, 
will recognize the 1-year anniversary of 
its July Fourth parade that killed 7 
people and wounded 48 others. In that 
case, the parade route was lined with 
armed police officers. 

Here is what we know. Having lots of 
guns around, whether at a parade, a 
Juneteenth party, a temple, or a 
school, does not make anyone safer. It 
just makes it more likely that yet an-
other family is going to get a call to 
come down and identify yet another 
bullet-ridden corpse. 

Yet, my colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle continue to walk through 
this Chamber with AR–15 lapel pins, 
proudly announcing their service as 
foot soldiers in the NRA’s war on the 
living. 

I don’t want a moment of silence. I 
don’t want thoughts. I don’t want pray-
ers. They are all far too quiet, and they 
don’t do a damn thing. 

Mr. Speaker, I need my colleagues to 
be brave. I need them to be loud. I need 
them to stand up and act like saving 
lives matters. 

f 

CONGRATULATING CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDALISTS NAMIT 
KAPOOR AND ARMAAN SINGH 
(Mr. SANTOS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor two of the best and 
brightest of New York’s Third Congres-
sional District. 

This week, hundreds of youth, ages 14 
to 24, will gather in the Capitol to cele-
brate their achievement of being Con-
gressional Award gold medalists. 

Each gold medalist must complete 
over 400 hours of community service, 
dedicate 200 hours to a personal devel-
opment activity, 200 hours to a phys-
ical fitness activity, and complete a 5- 
day, 4-night expedition or exploration 
over at least 2 years. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize 
two from my district who rose to meet 
this challenge: Namit Kapoor and 
Armaan Singh. 

As a participant in the prestigious 
Senate Page Program, Mr. Kapoor 
completed many of his requirements 
while balancing a workload of courses 
beginning at 6:15 a.m. and long days on 
the Senate floor. 

Singh is graduating next year and is 
looking to attend medical school to 
give back to the community. His gold 
medal journey took him far and wide, 
from a tae kwon do studio in Levit-
town to a glacier to the depths of his 
own soul as he found his voice for writ-
ing poetry. 

Both young men have bright futures, 
and they are stellar examples of fine 
leadership in New York–03. I am proud 
to recognize them today. 

f 

ISSUES OF THE DAY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. VAN DREW) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
majority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the subject of 
my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I feel 

like a broken record talking about the 
invasion of our southern border over 
and over again, but it continues to get 
worse day by day. 

When we have a President and an ad-
ministration that do not take the cri-
sis seriously, someone has to talk 
about it. We need to talk about it. We 
need to speak about it until we get it 
fixed. 

From day one, Joe Biden has com-
pletely and utterly neglected his duties 
as President of the United States to en-
force our rule of law and protect the 
national security of our great Nation. 
It is truly shameful. 

From day one, Joe Biden abandoned 
strong and effective border policies put 
in place by President Trump that had 
our border nearly totally under con-
trol. 

From day one, Joe Biden and his ad-
ministration created this crisis. This is 
a crisis of their own doing, and Demo-
crats have no one to blame other than 
themselves as to why thousands of ille-
gal migrants come to our border daily. 
Ironically, some of them actually wear 
Biden T-shirts. 

To make the border crisis even 
worse, and it is hard to believe that 
you could make it even worse, the rad-
ical Democrats are now using elemen-
tary and secondary schools to house 
these illegal immigrants. It is shame-
ful. 
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There is absolutely no way to know 

the backgrounds of the individuals, yet 
Democrats find it appropriate to pro-
vide shelter for these migrants in chil-
dren’s gyms, auditoriums, and school 
spaces. Why do Democrats continue to 
put our children at risk? 

As if trying to indoctrinate our chil-
dren in the classroom isn’t enough, as 
if it is not enough to see what they are 
doing in trying to affect the relation-
ship of parents and their children in 
the school when parents are concerned 
about education, God knows how long 
they will be sheltered at these school 
campuses. 

Democrats show time and time again 
they are not committed to protecting 
the American public and that they care 
more about the illusion of appearing 
compassionate when in reality they are 
neither compassionate nor competent. 

Democrats cry that it is a political 
stunt when 40 migrants get flown to a 
sanctuary city or their luxury vacation 
island, yet when our border States and 
towns are overrun by this engineered 
crisis, there is no concern on their 
part. It is completely okay. It is okay 
for you. It just isn’t okay for us. 

It is also okay to Democrats that mi-
grants are being held in places where 
there are virtually no bathrooms or 
sanitation facilities—so much for com-
passion, so much for caring, so much 
for the good of the country. This is hy-
pocrisy at an astronomical level. 

Unlike Democrats, Republicans are 
committed to protecting your children 
and will be voting this week to high-
light and condemn this insanity. Once 
again, we will fight the fight. 

Enough is enough. It is time to pro-
tect our children. It is time to take our 
country back. 

I thank my fellow colleagues for 
being here tonight. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from California (Mr. OBERNOLTE). 

Mr. OBERNOLTE. Mr. Speaker, this 
week, our House Armed Services Com-
mittee is continuing the critical proc-
ess of crafting the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024. 

This important piece of legislation 
will give our servicemen and service-
women the resources they need to pro-
tect our national security. That is par-
ticularly important to my district. 

I represent five major military in-
stallations: the Naval Weapons Center 
at China Lake, Edwards Air Force 
Base, the Air Ground Combat Center in 
Twentynine Palms, the Army’s Na-
tional Training Center at Fort Irwin, 
and the Marine Corps Logistics Base at 
Barstow. These five bases are unique 
because they are classified by the De-
partment of Defense as remote or iso-
lated. 

Service for our servicemen and serv-
icewomen in uniform is particularly 
difficult at remote or isolated bases be-
cause they are located so far away 
from urban centers of population. That 
is why we rely on an army of civilian 
contractors to provide the services 
that we need to house our men and 
women in uniform at these bases. 

These civilian contractors provide 
services such as teaching their chil-
dren, preparing their food, cleaning 
their barracks, and providing them 
with the medical care that they need. 

Unfortunately, reports by the De-
partment of Defense indicate that all 
43 of the remote or isolated bases in 
the United States suffer from severe 
shortages of the civilian contractors 
needed to provide these services. 

That is why, in committee today, I 
offered an amendment to the National 
Defense Authorization Act that re-
quires the Comptroller General to con-
duct a study quantifying the scope of 
this problem and to make rec-
ommendations to the Department of 
Defense as to how to better incentivize 
civilian contractors to serve our mili-
tary men and women at these remote 
bases. 

I am delighted that my amendment 
was unanimously adopted in com-
mittee today, and I am looking forward 
to working with my colleagues on the 
House floor and my colleagues in the 
Senate to ensure that it is included in 
the NDAA this year. 

I thank all of our colleagues on the 
House Armed Services Committee for 
their hard work on this issue and for 
their work protecting our men and 
women in uniform. 

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Mr. OBERNOLTE for his concern 
and his commitment to our veterans 
and his concern and commitment to all 
those who serve our country. 

b 1945 

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
ROSE). 

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman from New Jersey for yield-
ing me time tonight. 

Mr. Speaker, this weekend, on June 
24, marks one whole year since the 
landmark Supreme Court decision that 
overturned Roe v. Wade. As we look 
back and celebrate this occasion as a 
win for all those that believe in the 
sanctity of life from the moment of 
conception, I can’t help but wonder 
how many lives have been saved just 
since this decision. 

Of course, there is still more work to 
be done, but I am forever thankful for 
those across our great country, includ-
ing in my home State of Tennessee, 
who helped achieve this victory. From 
those who have traveled and continued 
to travel to our Nation’s Capital every 
year since 1974 to march for life, to the 
many volunteers and professional 
counselors who provide caring services 
to mothers at crisis pregnancy centers 
all across the country, this was truly a 
national movement. 

Showing great insight at the time, 
our Tennessee State legislature took 
decisive action prior to the Dobbs v. 
Jackson decision to outlaw most abor-
tions the moment this decision was re-
turned to the States. 

I couldn’t be prouder of our State of 
Tennessee, which has become a leader 

in the pro-life movement in recent 
years. 

Now innocent, unborn children have 
the legal protection they so des-
perately needed. I believe we must con-
tinue our efforts to protect children 
from gender mutilating surgeries, the 
horrid sexualization of our children’s 
classrooms and libraries by drag queen 
performances on public property, and 
to protect the ability of women to play 
sports against other women. 

As a Christian, a father, and a hus-
band I will always stand up for what is 
right for our families and fight back 
against the left’s attack against our 
conservative Christian beliefs. Just 
like with Roe v. Wade, I believe we will 
be victorious. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all Members 
present in the Chamber to join me in a 
moment of silence for those millions of 
unborn babies who lost their chance to 
live out the life God meant them to 
have to the horrid practice of abortion. 

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Mr. ROSE for his care and love 
for our children, both born and unborn. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Iowa (Mrs. MILLER- 
MEEKS), the sponsor of this legislation. 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
I thank my colleague, Representative 
VAN DREW, for yielding me time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
3799, the CHOICE Arrangement Act, 
which we just voted on tonight. 

According to the National Federation 
of Independent Business, small busi-
nesses have ranked the cost of health 
insurance as their number one problem 
for 32 years straight. Even our largest 
employers rank the cost of health in-
surance and healthcare as a tremen-
dous issue. 

Offer rates from small employers 
with under 50 workers dropped from 39 
to 31 percent from 2010 to 2021. This is 
both unfortunate and alarming because 
small business owners and employees 
who drive the American economy with 
their skills deserve better. 

As a physician and a former small 
business owner myself and a supporter 
of small businesses, I understand the 
importance of quality healthcare. I am 
all for innovative solutions that bring 
down costs without expanding the 
power of the Federal Government. 

The inaptly named Affordable Care 
Act doubled down on a broken indi-
vidual health market that now costs 
taxpayers more than a trillion a year. 
The CHOICE Arrangement Act elimi-
nates the need for small businesses to 
choose between expensive, unaffordable 
ACA-compliant coverage or no cov-
erage at all. 

Furthermore, any business size can 
offer this type of coverage and employ-
ers can offer coverage so that their em-
ployees can obtain health insurance. 
The benefit to employees is—let me say 
it in three words: portability, cost, and 
choice. 

Of these three, the most important, 
especially as a physician delivering 
care, is for patients to have choice. We 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:03 Jun 22, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00061 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K21JN7.116 H21JNPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3056 June 21, 2023 
know with the innovation that has 
come about through technology that 
patients want choice now more than 
ever. 

Imagine having an arrangement 
where you can use your healthcare dol-
lars to get devices that measure your 
blood sugar rather than having to 
prick your finger every day, or other 
things that are not covered necessarily 
by health insurance or Federal health 
insurance. 

Furthermore, this Act codifies a rule 
created by President Trump that 
makes it easier for businesses and self- 
employed individuals to band together 
or pool together across State lines to 
purchase association health plans and 
expanded health reimbursements. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to support 
the CHOICE Arrangement Act, and I 
look forward to the Senate’s swift con-
sideration of this measure. 

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS for the work 
she does and the difference that she 
makes. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from California (Mr. LAMALFA), my 
friend. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, talking 
on the issue of a campaign being used 
for buying votes, the President back in 
his 2020 campaign promised to cancel 
up to $10,000 of Federal student loan 
debt per borrower. Of course, after his 
election he called for the 117th Con-
gress to pass a bill to facilitate $10,000 
in student loan forgiveness. 

When he first announced his attempt 
by his administration to forgive the 
debt for those who need it most was in 
August of 2022. Since that announce-
ment, the plan has been mired in 
pushback from the judiciary and legis-
lative branches of the government. It 
isn’t even seen as legal or constitu-
tional is the charge. 

The Administration’s main legal ar-
gument for its ability to forgive stu-
dent loan debt is that the 2003 HEROES 
Act, a bill that provides reservists and 
their families relief from making stu-
dent loan payments, also allows, theo-
retically, the executive branch to can-
cel student debt for anyone they wish 
to. This theory has faced severe 
pushback from many legal experts. 

The administration’s argument is 
that because of the language of the HE-
ROES Act of 2003, the President would 
somehow have the authority to unilat-
erally transfer up to $500 billion in stu-
dent loan debt from those who are con-
tractually required to repay it to tax-
payers who never borrowed the money. 

The plan would cancel up to $20,000 in 
Federal student loan debt for more 
than 40 million borrowers. Republicans 
and Democrats have voted for legisla-
tion that prevents the administration’s 
bailout from taking effect. 

Many Republicans see the bailout as 
a wealth distribution scam because it 
in effect forces working-class Ameri-
cans to subsidize the college tuition of 
wealthier Americans. 

Nearly all borrowers who today ob-
tain Federal student loans do so under 

the William D. Ford Direct Loan Pro-
gram authorized by Congress in 1993. 
The designation of this Federal pro-
gram as a direct loan program means 
that when making an FDLP loan, the 
Federal Government disburses funds to 
a non-Federal borrower under a con-
tract with the borrower that requires 
repayment. 

Since September of last year, mul-
tiple lawsuits have resulted in the ad-
ministration’s scheme being put on 
hold. A Federal judge in Texas declared 
the entire plan to be unlawful. The De-
partment of Education stopped taking 
applications from student loan bor-
rowers who would have been forgiven 
under the plan, but the DOJ is cur-
rently appealing that decision. 

The U.S. Fifth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals rejected an appeal from the Biden 
administration asking to allow the 
scheme to continue while the Supreme 
Court took up the case. 

Lawsuits against the Biden adminis-
tration have been filed in the U.S. 
Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals. In a 
case known as Biden v. Nebraska, the 
U.S. Supreme Court is set to weigh in 
on the constitutionality of the plan. 
Oral arguments were heard in Feb-
ruary. A decision has not been an-
nounced, but many legal experts expect 
the Court to overturn the program. 

Congress itself has also reacted nega-
tively to the plan. H.J. Res 45, a bipar-
tisan resolution which uses the Con-
gressional Review Act to overturn the 
administration’s student loan forgive-
ness plan, was vetoed by the President 
earlier in June. 

Republicans in Congress have likened 
the President’s plan to a vote-buying 
scheme, claiming it is an attempt to 
buy college graduate votes in exchange 
for the possibility of financial reward 
in the form of debt forgiveness. 

Concerns have been raised that if the 
President’s scheme is successful, there 
is the possibility a future President 
may forgive large sections of the coun-
try’s debts and use the Biden student 
loan cancellation as a precedent to jus-
tify it. 

The bottom line is that for the people 
who took the loans out, they need to 
pay their own loans back. Hardworking 
people in this country that chose not 
to take student loans for college, or 
just went immediately to work or went 
into a trade or other aspects of that, 
should not be footing the bill for those 
that agreed to do it when they signed 
up as adults to take on these loans. 

Mr. Speaker, we don’t need to have 
an administration somehow intervene 
and buy votes on that and promise 
things that it cannot deliver for folks 
that really don’t deserve it when they 
incurred the debt and were making a 
free decision to do so. 

This is a scam, a scheme, and it 
needs to be prevented. I hope the Su-
preme Court rules that way and Con-
gress needs to act to make sure that 
isn’t carried out. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s reward the people 
that work hard and pay their debts and 

not have a giveaway program that the 
Federal Government does in order to 
buy votes. 

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate Mr. LAMALFA’s focus on what 
is a very important issue and it is a 
fairness issue. I appreciate the time 
and trouble he put into that. Well 
done. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. LANGWORTHY), my 
friend. 

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from New Jersey 
for yielding me the time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. 
Res. 461, condemning the use of ele-
mentary and secondary school facili-
ties to provide shelter for illegal immi-
grants. 

Under the policies of the Biden ad-
ministration, every State is a border 
State. The communities across my dis-
trict are feeling this burden. 

Five counties in my district declared 
a state of emergency because they sim-
ply do not have the resources to handle 
the flood of illegal immigration that 
this administration has allowed un-
checked. 

This crisis is exacerbated by the rad-
ical sanctuary city policies of New 
York Democrats. They have turned 
their back on hardworking Americans, 
forcing small towns to manage illegal 
immigrants that overflow out of these 
Democrat-run cities. Now they want to 
take resources away from our students. 

By turning taxpayer-funded schools 
into housing, we steal critical re-
sources from student achievement, im-
pede the learning process, and jeop-
ardize the safety of our schools. 

Let me be clear: the radical open bor-
der policies of Democrats in Wash-
ington, Albany, and New York City 
have created these problems. It is our 
duty to protect our borders, secure our 
schools, and uphold the rights and the 
safety of our children. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to be co-
sponsor of H. Res. 461, and I urge my 
colleagues to support this measure and 
join us in our commitment to securing 
our borders and enforcing our immigra-
tion laws. Together, we can put an end 
to this crisis and ensure the well-being 
of our communities and the future of 
our Nation. 

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Mr. LANGWORTHY for his focus on 
this. I spoke about it earlier. We need 
to talk about it over and over and over 
again until we have policies that make 
sure our American people are number 
one and are safe. 

Certainly, we can have immigration 
but in a legal and appropriate way. Our 
President has been shameful in this. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that concludes 
my Special Order, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

f 

b 2000 

MY 40-YEAR ADDRESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentlewoman from 
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