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1. The fact that we should celebrate parents
and children who have successfully reunited
and understand how challenging an accom-
plishment it may be.

2. Celebrate child welfare professionals, kin
caregivers, and resource families who helped
make reunification a reality for parents and
children. And lastly . . .

3. Inspire parents and professionals who are
currently involved in child welfare to see that
Reunification Matters and Reunification Hap-
pens.

It is also a good time to commit once more
to supporting, enhancing, and intensifying
these initiatives all year long.

By definition, the child welfare system is a
collection of programs and services aimed at
optimizing children’s well-being by ensuring
their safety, establishing durability, and aiding
their families.

The operation and provision of child welfare
services may vary from state to state, but all
states are accountable for adhering to federal
and state laws.

And yet, the stress of involvement in the
child welfare system and foster care place-
ment instability can contribute to or exacerbate
mental health problems, and a child’s unmet
physical and mental health requirements have
been related to placement instability.

| want to acknowledge that there are too
many, particularly Black and African American
children, unnecessarily taken from their homes
and placed in foster care.

Not only are child protective agencies more
likely to investigate Black homes, remove their
children, and place them in foster care, but
Black children are prone to spend more time
in foster care and are less likely to be reuni-
fied with their families.

Research tells us that Black children are
less likely to be reunified than White and His-
panic children, older children are less likely to
be reunified and children with health or mental
health issues are less likely to be reunited.

In addition, more than 200,000 kids entered
foster care, and 587,330 of those cases of
maltreatment or neglect have been docu-
mented nationwide.

Every child deserves a village of support.

In Houston, there are well over 2,000 chil-
dren currently in the foster care system.

Texas alone response times the hotline to
report child abuse, neglect, or exploitation, in-
creased by half a minute, with callers waiting
on hold an average of 5.2 minutes, since the
January 2022 report.

Furthermore, research on kinship care has
indicated that children placed with relatives
have better behavior, mental health, and well-
being than children placed in non-relative fos-
ter care, and that children placed with family
have higher placement stability.

Older foster youth have the same needs as
younger children for a safe and loving family
that will support them into maturity.

It is extremely unfair that youth who age out
of foster care are more likely to encounter
homelessness, unemployment, early parent-
hood, and substance abuse. That is why |
congratulate the Hay Center for using Federal
Block grant funds to build housing for aged
out youth with wraparound services in Hous-
ton.

The needs, experiences, and voices of chil-
dren and youth in foster care as well as their
families and aretakers need to be lifted.

Everyone has a part to play in making com-
munities and families stronger and lowering
the need for foster care in a secure manner.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

This year commemorates the fifth anniver-
sary of the Family First Prevention Services
Act’s passage.

I am astounded that the passage of
this law, that emphasis on the child
alone was replaced with one that in-
cluded the family as well.

Family First made financing avail-
able for a variety of authorized evi-
dence-based prevention-focused pro-
grams, such as those to address mental
health issues, substance use disorders,
and to offer parental skills-building.

Family First prevention plans have
been filed by 45 states including Texas
and 4 tribes to the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, and sev-
eral have already started putting them
into practice.

The COVID-19 pandemic brought to
light the need for more innovative
ways, like telehealth, to provide men-
tal health services to children, youth,
and their caretakers.

Several state child welfare agencies
are co-designing techniques to design
with individuals and communities
rather than for them. This method ele-
vates the voices and experiences of
adolescents, parents, relatives, and fos-
ter parents.

The Harris County Plan of Safe Care
Steering Committee is a cross-sector
group of organizations from academia,
child welfare, healthcare, justice, pub-
lic safety, and substance use disorder
prevention treatment.

The Texas Department of Family and
Protective Services operates a ‘‘Treat-
ment Foster Family Care’ program to
stabilize children at risk of placement
in a congregate care setting or psy-
chiatric hospital who experience emo-
tional, behavioral, or mental health
difficulties.

Transforming the child welfare sys-
tem will require the development of
new policies, practices, and infrastruc-
tures that prioritize prevention and the
well-being of children and families.

As well as meaningful participation
of those with lived experience in all
stages of reform planning, develop-
ment, and implementation.

Many people find the process of re-
ceiving assistance to be unnecessarily
difficult.

Not to mention the overwhelmingly
horrifying number of children who are
placed in unlicensed homes.

It is illegal to place children over-
night in unlicensed facilities, but be-
cause of mounting demand, children
are sleeping in such places anyway.

The harm to faster children goes be-
yond loneliness and missed meals.

It saddens me to know foster children
have been subjected to physical and
sexual abuse in these temporary place-
ments.

Children have gone missing while in
state care and some have been groomed
for sexual trafficking.

CPS workers—trained for case man-
agement, not therapeutic care—have
their hands tied in how to respond.

We are talking about traumatized
children who have been subjected to
abuse and neglect.
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Children who are now being housed in
temporary residential treatment cen-
ters or temporary group homes under
the supervision of CPS staff.

Placement into foster care is a sig-
nificant and traumatic experience in
the life of a child, and for their family.

That is why we need to work to sup-
port and strengthen families and pre-
vent unnecessary removals of children
from their homes.

Too often, the perspectives of chil-
dren, youth, and families, have been si-
lenced in debates about how commu-
nities may improve their approach to
child and family well-being.

We should all believe in hope.

Hope is the belief by a family that
despite the challenges they face, the
strength and support of neighbors and
others in the community will help
them to overcome and thrive.

Childhood should be some of the most
beautiful moments of your life.

No one person young or old should
endure what many of our nation’s peo-
ple are experiencing.

No child left behind means exactly
that.

Our children are the future, the past
and most importantly the present.

Do not take your focus off of the im-
portant and what some may deem
“touchy” subjects, because they are
the most pivotal in the end.

They are all of our children and
every one of us is needed to safeguard
and protect them.

As co-chair of the Children’s Caucus,
I encourage all of us to continue to dig
deeper, love more and reach out to
children in need.

As Members of Congress, it is our
duty to do even more to ensure all safe-
guards are in place and to uphold laws,
and to create or amend laws where
needed.

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 24 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, June 21, 2023, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.

———————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-1269. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislation, Department of Health
and Human Services, transmitting the De-
partment’s fourteenth Annual Report to
Congress on the Prevention and Reduction of
Underage Drinking for 2022, pursuant to 42
U.S.C. 290bb-25b(c)(1)(F); Public Law 109-422,
Sec. 2; (120 Stat. 2892); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

EC-1270. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation, Regulation, and
Energy Efficiency, Office of Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewable Energy, Department
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of Energy, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Energy Conservation Program:
Energy Conservation Standards for Com-
puter Room Air Conditioners [EERE-2020-
BT-STD-0008] (RIN: 1904-AF01) received June
15, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-1271. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation, Regulation, and
Energy Efficiency, Office of Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewable Energy, Department
of Energy, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Energy Conservation Program:
Energy Conservation Standards for Manufac-
tured Housing; Extension of Compliance
Date [EERE-2009-BT-BC-0021] (RIN: 1904-
AF53) received June 15, 2023, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

EC-1272. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation, Regulation, and
Energy Efficiency, Office of Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewable Energy, Department
of Energy, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Energy Conservation Program:
Energy Conservation Standards for Air
Cooled, Three-Phase, Small Commercial Air
Conditioners and Heat Pumps With a Cooling
Capacity of Less Than 65,000 Btu/h and Air-
Cooled, Three-Phase, Variable Refrigerant
Flow Air Conditioners and Heat Pumps With
a Cooling Capacity of Less Than 65,000 Btu/h
[EERE-2022-BT-STD-0008] (RIN: 1904-AF32)
received June 15, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-1273. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and
Energy Efficiency, Office of Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewable Energy, Department
of Energy, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Energy Conservation Program:
Test Procedure for Commercial Warm Air
Furnaces [EERE-2019-BT-TP-0041] (RIN: 1904-
AEbST) received June 15, 2023, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

EC-1274. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and
Energy Efficiency, Office of Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewable Energy, Department
of Energy, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Energy Conservation Program:
Test Procedure for Portable Air Conditioners
[EERE-2020-BT-TP-0029] (RIN: 1904-AF03) re-
ceived June 15, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-1275. A letter from the Chair, Medicare
Payment Advisory Commission, transmit-
ting the Commission’s Report to Congress on
Medicaid and CHIP, pursuant to 42 U.S.C.
1396(b)(1)(C); Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title XIX,
Sec. 1900 (as amended by Public Law 111-148,
Sec. 2801(a)(1)(A)({v)); (123 Stat. 91); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-1276. A letter from the Assistant Legal
Adviser, Office of Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting a report con-
cerning international agreements other than
treaties entered into by the United States to
be transmitted to the Congress within the
sixty-day period specified in the Case-Za-
blocki Act, pursuant to 1 U.S.C. 112b(a); Pub-
lic Law 92-403, Sec. 1(a) (as amended by Pub-
lic Law 108-458, Sec. 7121(b)); (118 Stat. 3807);
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-1277. A letter from the Assistant Legal
Advisor, Office of Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting a report con-
cerning international agreements other than
treaties entered into by the United States to
be transmitted to the Congress within the
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sixty-day period specified in the Case-Za-
blocki Act, pursuant to 1 U.S.C. 112b(a); Pub-
lic Law 92-403, Sec. 1(a) (as amended by Pub-
lic Law 108-458, Sec. 7121(b)); (118 Stat. 3807);
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-1278. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting a Memo-
randum of Justification for the drawdown of
defense articles and services and military
education and training under section
506(a)(1) of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961
to provide immediate military assistance to
Ukraine; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

EC-1279. A letter from the Legal Advisor,
Office of the Intellectual Property Enforce-
ment Coordinator, Executive Office of the
President, transmitting a notification of a
federal vacancy, nomination, and change in
previously submitted reported information,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-
277, Sec. 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-1280. A letter from the Agency Rep-
resentative, United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office, Department of Commerce,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Adoption of Updated WIPO Standard ST.26;
Revision to Incorporation by Reference
[Docket No.: PTO-P-2023-0013] (RIN: 0651-
ADG69) received June 5, 2023, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

EC-1281. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting a letter
from the Department; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

EC-1282. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislation, Department of Health
and Human Services, transmitting the FY
2022 Report to Congress of the Federal Co-
ordinated Health Care Office, pursuant to 42
U.S.C. 1315b(e); Public Law 111-148, Sec.
2602(e); (124 Stat. 316); jointly to the Commit-
tees on Energy and Commerce and Ways and
Means.

EC-1283. A letter from the Chair, Medicare
Payment Advisory Commission, transmit-
ting the Commission’s June 2023 Report to
the Congress: Medicare and the Health Care
Delivery System, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 1395b-
6(b)(1)(D); Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title XVIII,
Sec. 1805(b)(1)(D) (as amended by Public Law
111-148, Sec. 2801(b)(2)); (124 Stat. 332); jointly
to the Committees on Energy and Commerce
and Ways and Means.

——————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Ms. FOXX: Committee on Education and
the Workforce. H.R. 2813. A bill to amend the
Employee Retirement Income Security Act
of 1974, the Public Health Service Act, and
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to exclude
from the definition of health insurance cov-
erage certain medical stop-loss insurance ob-
tained by certain plan sponsors of group
health plans, and for other purposes; with an
amendment (Rept. 118-114, Pt. 1). Referred to
the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

Mr. BURGESS: Committee on Rules. House
Resolution 524. Resolution providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 3564) to cancel re-
cent changes made by the Federal Housing
Finance Agency to the up-front loan level
pricing adjustments charged by Fannie Mae
and Freddie Mac for guarantee of single-fam-
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ily mortgages, and for other purposes; pro-
viding the consideration of the bill (H.R.
3799) to amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to provide for health reimbursement ar-
rangements integrated with individual
health insurance coverage; and providing for
consideration of the resolution (H. Res. 461)
condemning the use of elementary and sec-
ondary school facilities to provide shelter for
aliens who are not admitted to the United
States (Rept. 118-115). Referred to the House
Calendar.

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committees on Energy and Commerce
and Ways and Means discharged from
further consideration. H.R. 2813 re-
ferred to the Committee on the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. GREEN of Texas:

H.R. 4204. A Dbill to amend the Federal De-
posit Insurance Act to exempt community
banks from any special assessment of the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
caused by the use of the systemic risk au-
thority under that Act, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices.

By Mr. SANTOS:

H.R. 4205. A bill to revoke the security
clearances of certain former members of the
intelligence community, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Oversight and
Accountability, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on the Judiciary, and Armed Serv-
ices, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. SHERMAN:

H.R. 4206. A bill to amend the Financial
Stability Act of 2010 to require covered fi-
nancial institutions to include elements of
accumulated other comprehensive income
when calculating capital for purposes of
meeting capital requirements, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

By Ms. PETTERSEN:

H.R. 4207. A bill to prohibit a large banking
institution from paying discretionary bonus
payments when the institution is subject to
a Matter Requiring Immediate Attention
and does not provide the appropriate Federal
banking agency with a remediation plan to
correct the matter, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Financial Services.

By Ms. WATERS (for herself, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. DAVID
ScoTT of Georgia, Mr. CLEAVER, Mrs.
BEATTY, Mr. VARGAS, Mr. HORSFORD,
Ms. TLAIB, Ms. GARCIA of Texas, and
Mr. GREEN of Texas):

H.R. 4208. A bill to provide Federal finan-
cial regulators with clawback authority over
executive compensation and additional in-
dustry prohibition and civil money penalty
authority with respect to executives whose
negligence caused financial loss to the appli-
cable financial institution, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices.

By Ms. WATERS (for herself, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. GREEN
of Texas, Mr. CLEAVER, Mrs. BEATTY,
Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Mr. HORSFORD,
and Ms. TLAIB):
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