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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. VAN DUYNE).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 14, 2023.

I hereby appoint the Honorable BETH VAN
DUYNE to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

KEVIN MCCARTHY,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 9, 2023, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond
11:50 a.m.

———

REMEMBERING YELLOWSTONE
FLOODS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Montana (Mr. ROSENDALE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ROSENDALE. Madam Speaker, 1
year ago, record-breaking floods dev-
astated much of southern Montana,
shattering communities in and around
Yellowstone National Park.

The destruction caused by these
rushing waters was immense, washing
away homes, businesses, and property
that Montanans had spent generations

building. But it did not wash away
their hope.

I had the chance to survey the after-
math and speak with residents who had
been impacted by this tragic natural
disaster. Many understood that it
would take months, maybe even years
to recover.

What surprised me about my con-
versations with those who lost so much
to these historic floods was not their
desperation, but their courage.

The people of Montana have always
been stronger than the challenges that
they face. Local leaders in Park, Still-
water, and Carbon Counties did not let
the disaster destroy their commu-
nities. Instead, they came together to
support their friends and neighbors
when they needed it the most.

Local leaders like Sherry Weamer
were instrumental in directing the re-
building of Red Lodge when flood-
waters overwhelmed the area. These ef-
forts were also led by dedicated public
servants, like Yellowstone National
Park Superintendent Cam Sholly.

Communities in southern Montana
rely on tourist traffic from Yellow-
stone to survive. When floodwaters
closed two entrances to the park, Su-
perintendent Sholly sprang into action
and accelerated the opening of the Old
Gardiner Road, restoring access to Yel-
lowstone just 4 months after the floods.

I spoke with countless Montanans
whose lives were turned upside down by
the Yellowstone floods, and I have
made it my mission to ensure leaders
in Washington support them.

Although our work to restore our
gateway communities is far from over,
I am proud of the work that we have
done so far.

I thank Sherry Weamer, Super-
intendent Sholly, and the countless
Montanans who stepped up to help
their communities during this difficult
time. Their work is an example of Mon-
tana, and it is a privilege to represent
them in the United States House of
Representatives.

HONORING THE CAREER OF HUGO
MORALES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CosTA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a friend and a cit-
izen of Fresno, California, Hugo Mo-
rales, for being awarded with an hon-
orary doctorate degree by Harvard Uni-
versity, the school from which he grad-
uated. It is fitting and appropriate, for
his lifelong pursuit has been in service
to others throughout our valley and
throughout our country, specifically
focusing on Hispanic communities.

His story is the story of immigrants
past and immigrants present. It is the
American story. Born in Oaxaca, Mex-
ico, Hugo and his family came to this
country to pursue what so many immi-
grants have throughout generations,
the American Dream.

As a child, he worked in the fields
alongside his parents and attended pub-
lic schools. Despite the challenges he
faced, he persisted and was able to re-
ceive a scholarship to Harvard Univer-
sity, where he graduated law school in
1972.

After graduating, he came back home
to Fresno and decided to start a radio
station. Radio Bilingue is what they
called it. Today, Radio Bilingue is the
leading Spanish-language public radio
in the United States, serving as a voice
to empower Latinos, farmworkers,
Dreamers, the undocumented, and peo-
ple who are in underserved commu-
nities throughout our country.

Radio Bilingue has been a critical
messenger in so many issues and chal-
lenges we have faced over the decades,
from COVID-19 responses to immigra-
tion policy, to encouraging participa-
tion in the United States Census, so
many different efforts of public service.

Hugo is a pioneer in public broad-
casting, an inspiration to many of us,
especially our young people and aspir-
ing journalists in the wvalley. But,
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again, his reputation has spread na-
tionwide. Therefore, it is fitting and
appropriate, as I said at the outset,
that Harvard University provide him
with an honorary doctorate degree.

I congratulate my friend on his well-
deserved honor. He is a role model and
an inspiration for so many. He makes
the San Joaquin Valley proud. I thank
him very much.

CELEBRATING DIA DE PORTUGAL

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a special day for
Americans of Portuguese descent to
celebrate Dia de Portugal, a national
Portuguese holiday.

The story of Portuguese Americans is
part of the American story, which is
about immigrants past and present—in
this case, the Portuguese community.

As a proud descendant of Portuguese
immigrants, the traditions and values
that my family took from the Azore Is-
lands off the coast of Portugal have
never been far from my heart. It is the
story of my family.

The fact is that Portugal is one of
America’s longest and strongest allies.
It was one of the first nations to recog-
nize the United States as an inde-
pendent nation after the Revolutionary
War.

As co-chairman of the Portuguese
Caucus, I look forward to continuing
our efforts in a bipartisan fashion to
advance mutual interests and strength-
en the bonds between the United States
and Portugal.

We celebrate the richness and ethnic
diversity of all the communities in our
country. I am convinced it is the secret
sauce of America. De Tocqueville wrote
a book about it in the late 19th cen-
tury, wondering why America could re-
invent itself with every generation of
immigrants that came to these shores
with nothing more than the clothes on
their back but a deep desire to work
hard and succeed for themselves and
their families. That is the secret sauce,
the American Dream that we share in
common.

For Dia de Portugal, Feliz Dia de
Portugal.

————
PHILOSOPHICAL CONSISTENCY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. McCORMICK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McCORMICK. Madam Speaker, I
wanted to take this time to explain to
my constituents why consistency in
political thought is important.

Many people were excited and en-
couraged when I voted against lifting
the deficit cap recently. The reason I
did this was that I did not want an un-
identified amount of debt accumula-
tion while we shaved a small portion of
11 percent off the budget. Meanwhile,
we did not address executive power and
bureaucracies that were out of control
and that could cost us far more than
we could save. In short, I wanted the
REINS Act in exchange for raising the
debt ceiling.
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Ironically, I have made unpopular
votes that are consistent with the
same philosophy. For example, I voted
against keeping a fee for all VA loans,
that all veterans have to pay for every
loan. The fee is taken in order to pay
for IT training for a small number of
veterans. I did not think it was fair
that every veteran would pay for the
education of just a few veterans that
would otherwise be paid for by the GI
Bill already. Just because the name
“veteran’ is attached to a bill does not
make it the right thing to do.

Likewise, I voted against creating
more government oversight on the
Abraham Accords. The Abraham Ac-
cords are working great. It has created
some of the most innovative peace-
keeping processes in modern history.
However, creating more government,
especially in the form of another exec-
utive appointee, to a process that is al-
ready working well did not make sense
to me. Well-intended bureaucracy and
increasing executive power 1is the
greater part of what I have been fight-
ing against since I arrived in D.C.

We are already out of balance. The
REINS Act was meant to bring back
into control executive power and bu-
reaucracies. Why would I vote for
something that would increase more
bureaucracy and more executive
power?

No one should doubt my support for
Israel or my admiration of the Abra-
ham Accords. In April of this year, I
voted in favor of H. Res. 311, a resolu-
tion encouraging the expansion and
strengthening of the Abraham Accords,
a resolution urging nations throughout
the region to improve their relation-
ships with Israel and strengthen the
U.S.-Israel alliance.

With that said, whether it is about
government spending, debt, increasing
fees on an entire veteran population for
the sake of a few, or increasing execu-
tive power and bureaucracy, I will re-
main politically consistent and
thoughtful. That is my promise. I be-
lieve in the individual, not more gov-
ernment.

We need to bring back the balance of
power that was designed by the Con-
stitution for a purpose. More govern-
ment, more debt, and more fees are sel-
dom the answer. I remain semper
fidelis to this philosophy, and to the
people.

———

CRACKING DOWN ON WASTE,
FRAUD, AND ABUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. PORTER) for 5 minutes.

Ms. PORTER. Madam Speaker, be-
ware when Washington says it is get-
ting fiscally responsible. Too often
that is code for cutting programs that
families rely on while throwing more
money at defense contractors.

This year, my Republican colleagues
want most government programs to
tighten their belts while defense spend-
ing increases without accountability.
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Nowhere is this more evident than the
F-35 program.

The Department of Defense expects
to spend $1.7 trillion over the life of the
F-35 program, including the countless
spare parts contractors are losing. In
fact, since May 2018, under the watch of
just one company, over 1 million parts
have been lost, damaged, or destroyed.

I came to Washington to protect tax-
payer dollars, not flush them into the
Pentagon’s black hole. As Congress
considers the National Defense Author-
ization Act, I encourage my colleagues
to join me in cracking down on waste,
fraud, and abuse.

ORANGE COUNTY EVICTION DIVERSION
COLLABORATIVE

Ms. PORTER. Madam Speaker, high-
er inflation and housing costs harm us
all, especially our most wvulnerable
neighbors who are on the brink of los-
ing their homes. Low-income families
are struggling to make do, falling be-
hind on rent, and unable to find afford-
able housing.

One unexpected medical emergency
or job layoff can be all it takes to doom
a family into eviction. Evictions are
not momentary inconveniences. They
are long-term setbacks that make it
harder to find a new home, driving
families deeper into poverty. Single
moms and women of color are dis-
proportionately at risk of being evict-
ed. Seventy-eight percent of Orange
County households that are behind on
rent are headed by females.

Thankfully, the Orange County Evic-
tion Diversion Collaborative is step-
ping in to help. By advocating for rent-
al assistance and landlord mediation
services, they are saving tenants and
families from the destabilizing damage
of an eviction. As a single mom myself,
I am grateful Orange County is looking
out for women and children. Our com-
munity is stronger, healthier, and safer
when we take care of one another.

SILICON VALLEY BANK COMMUNITY BENEFITS

AGREEMENT

Ms. PORTER. Madam Speaker, when
banks make promises to the public, we
should expect that they are upheld.
Disappointingly, First Citizens Bank is
falling short of this standard.

After purchasing Silicon Valley
Bank’s assets at a whopping $16.5 bil-
lion discount, First Citizens has been
silent on whether it will uphold Silicon
Valley Bank’s promise to invest $9 bil-
lion in California’s low-income commu-
nities. This investment promised to ex-
pand affordable housing, small business
loans, and other needed services in un-
derserved areas.

I led 15 of my California colleagues in
a letter last month calling on First
Citizens Bank to honor this commit-
ment. They have not responded.

It is an injustice that communities of
color and low-income households stand
to lose out more from First Citizens’
purchase than all of Silicon Valley
Bank’s billionaire depositors.

First Citizens has a responsibility to
make sure that neighborhoods with the
least financial resources are not left
behind.
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