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We want to guarantee that the Amer-
ican people who either choose not to
attend college—they go into a field of
their choosing—and people who respon-
sibly have paid off their student loans
won’t be footing the bill for those who
go to elite universities and often take
career paths that don’t lead to good
jobs or a sustainable future.

What do Biden and the left want?
More government, more spending, more
inflation, more corporate subsidies,
and less freedom.

We have made it clear that cutting
woke, weaponized spending is a must to
govern our Nation responsibly. Our Na-
tion cannot afford it.

There are so many examples. We
want to strengthen our border. We
want safe communities. We want to
solve the fentanyl crisis.

We just heard a lot of talking from
the left that the sky will fall if we get
back to fiscal responsibility. Just
today, the U.S. Embassy in Bragzil put
out this tweet of a video of our Em-
bassy teaching people how to say their
proper pronouns. That is not the role of
the State Department.

The State Department helps to en-
sure that we have strong national secu-
rity and that we have strong allies, and
in the words of one of the people who
responded to it: I identify as a U.S. tax-
payer, and I would like you to stop
funding this craziness.

Mr. Speaker, we are focused on get-
ting back to good governance. We are
focused on putting this country back
on the path of responsibility. I urge the
administration to come to the table
sooner rather than later to address this
debt ceiling and issue the beginning
steps of getting this country back in
order.

This is our moment. This country’s
fiscal future is on the brink, and the
success of the American worker is on
the brink. We need to hold the line.

Mr. STRONG. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the Congressman for his remarks.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the distin-
guished gentleman from Texas (Mr.
BABIN).

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate
and thank the gentleman from Ala-
bama for having this Special Order
hour.

Mr. Speaker, we are here tonight to
shed light on the fentanyl crisis that
continues ravaging communities na-
tionwide. I must say, I am infuriated
when I think about this.

More than 100,000 Americans over-
dose each year, most dying from
fentanyl poisoning and fentanyl-laced
drugs. It is estimated that China is
fully responsible for nearly all the il-
licit fentanyl in the United States. Bei-
jing has literally launched a chemical
war on the United States of America.

Instead of demanding accountability,
the administration under Biden con-
tinues promoting policies that actually
increase our dependency on China, the
very nation working tirelessly to en-
sure our annihilation.

Wait, there is more. Not only do we
know where the drug comes from, but
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we know how it is getting into the
country. About 90 percent of fentanyl
flows across and through our open
southern border, the same border that
President Biden has gone out of his
way to destroy and erase.

Who is in control of our border now,
bringing this poison into our people?
The Mexican drug cartels, that is who.

It only takes 1-16th of a teaspoon of
fentanyl to kill a person, an amount so
minuscule that it can fit into Abraham
Lincoln’s ear on a U.S. penny.

I am a healthcare provider, a dentist.
I have done hospital dentistry in my
career. Fentanyl does not belong on
the streets. It belongs in the operating
room.

Border Patrol has already seized
enough fentanyl this fiscal year alone
to Kkill over 3.1 billion people. So ask
yourselves, what Kkind of President
knows this information and continues
to look the other way?

We are already witnessing a death
toll equivalent to 9/11 every 15 days be-
cause of this deadly drug. How many
more stories must we hear from par-
ents who are mourning a child who has
overdosed on a counterfeit pill that had
fentanyl in it? How many more Ameri-
cans must die for this President to fi-
nally act?

Every single Member of Congress
should be outraged by Joe Biden’s inac-
tion and exacerbation of this horrible
crisis. It truly is despicable.

Mr. President, hold China account-
able, secure our southern border, and
save American lives.

Mr. STRONG. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
MORAN).

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Alabama for yield-
ing.

Every year, Mr. Speaker, thousands
of Americans lose their lives as a result
of fentanyl-related overdoses.

I rise today to bring added attention
to the fentanyl crisis, a crisis that has
affected every corner of America, in-
cluding the 17 counties in east Texas
that I represent.

Since the introduction of this drug in
our Nation almost a decade ago, thou-
sands of kids and teenagers have
overdosed on this dangerous substance.

Since 2020, over 3,300 Texans have
lost their 1lives in fentanyl-related
overdoses. That is 3,300 too many lives
snuffed out before they can fulfill their
calling in this life.

Mr. Speaker, before coming to Con-
gress to combat the opioid crisis in
Texas, I worked with a small group of
other interested parties to help nego-
tiate what became known as the Texas
Term Sheet, something that estab-
lished a settlement structure for
opioid-related claims in the State. It
worked to ensure that State and local
governments, along with regional
health districts, could work together
to reach global settlements with bad
actors and then use that money specifi-
cally for activities to combat the ex-
panding causes and effects of opioid ad-
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dictions. Now, as a Congressman, I con-
tinue this fight.

Earlier this year, I introduced legis-
lation that would require the President
to impose sanctions on Mexican indi-
viduals, such as cartel members and
corrupt Mexican officials who are in-
volved with the manufacture, distribu-
tion, and transport of illicit fentanyl.
It is past time that we hold these indi-
viduals personally accountable for
their roles in the deaths of thousands
of Americans.

Today, I am proud to stand here and
express my full support for the HALT
Fentanyl Act, which would -classify
fentanyl-related substances as schedule
I narcotics, the most serious and dan-
gerous classification of a drug, and es-
tablish a refined process for research
on these drugs, ensuring that compa-
nies and researchers entrusted with ac-
cess to these drugs do not abuse this
access.

This is a steady and strong step in
the right direction, but it is just a
small step. There is much more for this
Congress to do.

While these measures do not bring
back those we have lost, they are a
step, as I said, in the right direction to
ensure that we do not lose any more
lives, any more young lives, any more
lives of any age to these lethal drugs.

Let us stand together in this fight.
Let us work against this demon of
fentanyl.

Mr. STRONG. Mr. Speaker, I thank
those who have participated in this
Special Order hour.

Mr. Speaker, as I said, I speak first-
hand as an emergency medical techni-
cian for 34 years in town. We have seen
so many things occur, so many families
that have been affected.

I can tell you this, as a member of
the House Armed Services Committee
and also the committees that have
gone to the border, you start looking
at what we saw firsthand and just try-
ing to protect our country.

We were there at the southern border
for about 5 minutes at a point of entry.
In less than 5 minutes, here comes a
vehicle. What would you imagine? Sev-
enty pounds of cocaine right in front of
12 United States Congressmen.

We went again to McAllen, Texas,
and had a full committee hearing—or
what was supposed to have been a full
committee hearing. It was only Repub-
licans who showed up.

Mr. Speaker, the only way that we
can solve problems is to admit that we
have a problem and then work together
to solve it. It is obvious that we have a
problem with thousands of pounds com-
ing across the southern border, and we
have to act on it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

—————

JOINT RESOLUTION PRESENTED
TO THE PRESIDENT
Cheryl L. Johnson, Clerk of the
House, reported that on May 18, 2023,
the following joint resolution was pre-
sented to the President of the United
States for approval:
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ADJOURNMENT p.m.), under its previous order, the
Mr. STRONG. Mr. Speaker, I move House adjourned until tomorrow,
that the House do now adjourn. Thursday, May 25, 2023, at 9 a.m.
The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 40 minutes
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H.J. Res. 42. Disapproving the action of the
District of Columbia Council in approving
the Comprehensive Policing and Justice Re-
form Amendment Act of 2022.

e ——————

EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the first and sec-
ond quarters of 2023, pursuant to Public Law 95-384, are as follows:

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DR. BRIAN MONAHAN, EXPENDED BETWEEN APR. 2 AND APR. 8, 2023

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
Dr. Brian Monal 4/2 43 Japan 723.28 @) 723.28
Dr. Brian Monah 4/4 4/6 Korea 674.00 () 674.00
Dr. Brian Monal 4/6 4/8  Taiwan 739.31 @) 739.31
Committee total .......cooooovverrereerciriires cveeeiennns 2,136.59 2,136.59

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

3Military air transportation.

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY, May 12, 2023.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO THE UNITED KINGDOM, EXPENDED BETWEEN FEB. 11 AND FEB. 16, 2023

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
Alan Tt 2/11 2/16  England 2,104.00 828.75 245.34 3,178.09
Jamie Crotts 2/12 2/16  England 1,931.00 824.05 245.35 3,000.40
Committee total .....oeeeeeeeereririssssrsssereicieens v LRV — 1,652.80 oo 490.69 oo 6,178.49

LPer diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY, Apr. 10, 2023.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31, 2023

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent or Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency . currency or US. currency or US.
currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
Hon. Mike ROZETS ......vveeveeceeerieeeieseeseeis 2/11  Greece 216.52 216.52
2/13  Romania 446.28 446.28
2/14  Poland 225.21 225.21
Hon. John Garamendi .........c.ccccoooeeeeceecccreneninicreinnens 2/11  Greece 216.52 216.52
2/13  Romania 446.28 446.28
2/14  Poland 225.21 225.21
Hon. Donald NOrcross .........ccccccooucccerceenerncecieienens 2/11  Greece 216.52 216.52
2/13  Romania 446.28 446.28
2/14  Poland 225.21 225.21
Hon. Mark AIFOrd .......eevveeeemreeemreeiireerereveenireenens 2/11  Greece 216.52 216.52
2/13  Romania 446.28 446.28
2/14  Poland 225.21 225.21
Hon. Lisa MCCIain ........ccoocoovemecrviiiirncreniiicccsens 2/11  Greece 216.52 216.52
2/13  Romania 446.28 446.28
2/14  Poland 225.21 225.21
Mr. ChIIS VIESON .ooveeeeeeeeeverererscsessssseeceeeneceneceeieiens 2/11  Greece 216.52 216.52
2/13  Romania 446.28 446.28
2/14  Poland 225.21 225.21
Mr. James Vallario ..........cccccocveveeeesesnscccccenenennninienens 2/11  Greece 216.52 216.52
2/13  Romania 446.28 *3,956.76 4,403.04
2/14  Poland 225.21 *1,773.21 1,998.48
Mr. Craig Greene ..........ccooeeeeeerreeemmrneerereenseeenens 2/11  Kenya 219.00 219.00
2/14  Dijibouti 1,123.18 1,123.18
2/16  United Arab Emirates ...........ccccccccciies woorucvivciirens 811.70 811.70
Bahrian 595.10 595.10
**15,998.27 15,998.27
Ms. Katy Quinn 2/11  Kenya 219.00 219.00
2/14  Dijibouti 1,123.18 1,123.18
2/16  United Arab Emirates ...........ccccccccciies coorcvcvcvevciins 811.70 811.70
Bahrian 595.10 595.10
**15,998.27 15,998.27
Mr. Mark Moreh 2/11  Kenya 219.00 219.00
2/14  Dijibouti 1,242.00 1,242.00
**13,972.29
Mr. Joe Bartlett 211 Kenya 219.00 219.00
2/14  Dijibouti 1,123.18 1,123.18
2/16  United Arab Emirates ............cccccccciies coovcvcveverics 811.70 811.70
Bahrian 595.10 595.10
**15,998.27 15,998.27
Mr. William T. JOhNSON ..o 2/11  Kenya 219.00 219.00
2/14  Dijibouti 1,123.18 1,123.18
2/16  United Arab Emirates ............ccccccccciies woorvcveveviiins 811.70 811.70
. Bahrian 595.10 595.10
**15,998.27 15,998.27
Mr. Michael Kirlin ........cccccoovoieieimmsennicncenereninnciicnes 2/10 2/11  Kenya 219.00 219.00
2/14  Dijibouti 1,123.18 1,123.18
2/16  United Arab Emirates ...........cccccccciies coovucvcviviiins 811.70 811.70
Bahrian 595.10 595.10
**15,998.27 15,998.27
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