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Natural gas, oil, hydropower, geo-

thermal, nuclear, and biomass are all 
important parts of the grid, not just 
windmills, not just solar panels. We 
need all of the above. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE FALL OF 
SAIGON 

(Mr. CORREA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
rise to commemorate the fall of Sai-
gon, also known as Black April, on 
April 30. 

Today, the Vietnamese-American 
community is comprised of 
businessowners, teachers, police offi-
cers, and American soldiers. The Little 
Saigon community exemplifies the 
American Dream and has always stood 
for the land of opportunity. 

This Sunday marks 47 years since Vi-
etnamese refugees came to America. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to re-
member the 58,000 American soldiers 
who made the ultimate sacrifice for 
freedom of Vietnam. 

f 

b 1100 

RECOGNIZING EDA DICAPRIO 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Eda DiCaprio in 
honor of her 90th birthday. Eda and her 
twin sister, Eleanor, were born on May 
10, 1933, in Amsterdam, New York. 

She worked for New York Telephone 
then General Electric after graduating 
from Wilbur H. Lynch High School. 

In 1956, she gave birth to her daugh-
ter, Roberta. An exceptionally hard-
working and loving mother, Eda 
worked a number of jobs over the years 
while Roberta was in school, including 
those at Mohasco, Miles Catering, and 
Lorenzo’s on Union Street before work-
ing alongside her twin sister at Trav-
elers Insurance. 

She joined St. Mary’s Hospital Auxil-
iary in 2006 and around the same time 
began volunteering in human re-
sources, where she secured employment 
and continues to work to this day. 

Congratulations to Eda on many dec-
ades of committed service to the com-
munity and a happy 90th birthday. 

f 

HIGHLIGHTING THE HALIWA- 
SAPONI TRIBE 

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to highlight the Haliwa- 
Saponi Tribe. The Tribe has over 4,000 
members living in the First Congres-
sional District of North Carolina. 

The Tribe, led by their fearless Chief 
Richardson, welcomed people near and 

far as they celebrated 58 years of State 
recognition. 

Mr. Speaker, I had the honor of at-
tending the Haliwa-Saponi Pow-Wow in 
Hollister, one of the largest pow-wows 
in the State. The Pow-Wow, the first in 
3 years because of COVID, celebrates a 
rich history and strong cultural herit-
age filled with traditions passed down 
from generation to generation. 

Mr. Speaker, I am thrilled to an-
nounce that I will soon introduce legis-
lation calling for their Federal recogni-
tion. 

f 

PASS A CLEAN DEBT LIMIT 
INCREASE NOW 

(Ms. TOKUDA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Speaker, this 
week, I voted against the default on 
America act, a reckless debt limit pro-
posal that would force Americans to 
suffer through pandemic-level eco-
nomic pain once again because of bru-
tal spending cuts put forth by House 
Republicans. 

The default on America act would 
buy us less than a year’s reprieve from 
default on the backs of hardworking 
American families, ‘‘keiki, kupuna,’’ 
‘‘children, seniors,’’ and veterans. The 
22 percent across-the-board cuts for 
critical safety net programs would 
mean 13 million fewer health visits for 
our veterans; 300,000 children would 
lose Head Start slots and families’ ac-
cess to childcare; and 1 million seniors 
would get kicked off Meals on Wheels. 
The list goes on. 

We need to put people over politics. 
We cannot afford to gamble with the 
lives and livelihoods of everyday Amer-
icans. Instead of these ‘‘pilau,’’ ‘‘rot-
ten,’’ cuts, we should be focused on 
ending child hunger, keeping people 
housed, taking care of kupuna, and im-
proving access to veteran services. 

The Treasury says we have less than 
60 days until our Nation is expected to 
default on our loans. America is wait-
ing for us to do the right thing and 
pass a clean debt limit increase now. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
OGLES) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the 
Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
April 28, 2023. 

I hereby designate the period from Satur-
day, April 29, 2023, through Monday, May 8, 
2023, as a ‘‘district work period’’ under sec-
tion 3(z) of House Resolution 5. 

KEVIN MCCARTHY, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

THE CONSCIENCE AGENDA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-

uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GREEN) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. And still I rise, 
Mr. Speaker. I rise today as a proud de-
scendant of the enslaved people who 
are the foundational mothers and fa-
thers of our country. They are the per-
sons who laid the economic foundation 
that we all reside upon today. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to give an 
update on the conscience agenda. I rise 
to give an update because we have had 
something new that we have to add to 
the agenda. 

Previously, we had announced that 
the agenda would consist of expanding 
a Slavery Remembrance Day. August 
20 of 1619 is a day that will live in in-
famy. It was a seminal moment in time 
for this country because it was on that 
day that persons upon a ship, the White 
Lion, docked at a place called Point 
Comfort, near what we now call Nor-
folk, Virginia. 

On that ship were persons of African 
ancestry, the first 20 Africans. There 
may be some debate as to the number, 
but approximately 20 is what is re-
corded in most places, it seems. The 
first 20 Africans were traded for goods. 
They became the first enslaved people 
in this country. 

August 20 of 1619, a day that was a 
seminal moment then and a seminal 
moment now because of the impact it 
has had on our country. Slavery should 
be remembered. 

We have a Holocaust Remembrance 
Day, and I completely, absolutely, and 
totally support it. I was at the Holo-
caust Remembrance Day ceremony just 
recently where we commemorated 
those persons who were victims of the 
holocaust. We have a 9/11 remembrance 
day. We have a Pearl Harbor Remem-
brance Day. We must have a Slavery 
Remembrance Day. 

I am proud to let the world know 
that this House of Representatives did 
pass a resolution commemorating slav-
ery remembrance. It did not make it 
through the Senate, but the House did 
pass it. 

I am also honored to say that our 
President, the Honorable Joe Biden, 
recognized Slavery Remembrance Day 
with a press release. Last year, in 
Houston, Texas, we had an official 
Slavery Remembrance Day Commemo-
ration Breakfast. At that breakfast, we 
had over a thousand people in attend-
ance. We will have another such break-
fast on August 20 of this year. Slavery 
Remembrance Day is a part of the con-
science agenda. 

We also have on the conscience agen-
da the awarding of a Congressional 
Gold Medal to the enslaved Americans 
of African ancestry. 

Why? Because in this country, we 
have reviled the enslaved and revered 
the enslavers. In this country, we have 
named military bases and schools after 
enslavers. We have not done such 
things, to any great degree that I am 
aware of, for the enslaved persons. We 
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revered the enslavers and reviled the 
enslaved. 

There is something a little bit more 
sinister associated with this. It is the 
notion that there seems to be an expec-
tation that the descendants of the 
enslaved behave as perfect victims. 

Behave as perfect victims. Allow 
your ancestors to be dishonored, allow 
them to be disrespected. Be the perfect 
victim. Allow schools that you send 
your children to, to be named after en-
slavers. Allow military bases that your 
young people will go to and serve, when 
serving in the military—do this and 
don’t complain. Don’t complain; it is 
okay. After all, they were the enslaved. 

But we will salute, revere, give great 
honor, and lionize those who were the 
enslavers. Something sinister about 
that, expecting the descendants to ap-
preciate the revering of the enslavers 
while reviling the enslaved. Something 
sinister about it. It boggles the mind. 

I refuse to be a perfect victim. I am 
not going to honor the enslavers, and I 
think that we should honor the 
enslaved. This is why we are asking 
this Congress to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to the enslaved. They are 
the people who helped construct this 
very facility that we are in. They are 
the people who, with their humble 
hands, helped to erect the White House 
and build it. They are the people who 
built roads and bridges, planted the 
crops, harvested the crops, and fed the 
Nation. Many of them were born into 
slavery. Babies were enslaved in this 
country, lived as children in slavery, 
and died as slaves for hundreds of 
years. 

People expect the AL GREENs of the 
world to be perfect victims, just accept 
it. I refuse to be a perfect victim. This 
is why I am asking for a Congressional 
Gold Medal for the enslaved persons 
who are the foundational mothers and 
fathers of this country. 

There is another reason for asking. 
We, in 1956, awarded a Congressional 
Gold Medal to the enslavers. The Con-
federate soldiers were awarded a Con-
gressional Gold Medal. No such thing 
for the people who built the country, 
whose lives were sacrificed so that we 
could have this economic power that 
we have today. 

By the way, I love my country. I sing 
the National Anthem. I stand and I say 
the Pledge of Allegiance. I am not a 
person who, with some great degree of 
disdain, disrespects the flag. I don’t do 
it. 

But I will say this: The greatness of 
America will not be measured by 
whether I salute the flag or sing the 
National Anthem. The greatness of 
America is measured by whether I will 
stand up for the rights of those who 
choose not to salute the flag, who 
choose not to sing the National An-
them. I do; I stand up for them. 

I would want you to know that if we 
can, as we did in 1956, give a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the enslavers, 
surely we can accord a Congressional 
Gold Medal to the enslaved. Just as we 

have done it for those who would have 
kept them in bondage, we can do it for 
those persons whose lives were sac-
rificed such that we would have this fa-
cility, such that we would have the 
economic engine that we have today. 
So we ask for the Congressional Gold 
Medal. 

We have also noted that Richard Rus-
sell, a self-proclaimed white suprema-
cist—Richard Russell’s name is on the 
Russell Senate Office Building, a self- 
proclaimed white supremacist. He 
fought antilynching legislation that we 
just passed in the last Congress. 

He was self-proclaimed, fought inte-
gration, and was one of the authors of 
the Southern Manifesto. Richard Rus-
sell’s name is on the Russell Senate Of-
fice Building. That is the Richard Rus-
sell. His name ought not be there. 

These are the enslaved persons who 
were brought here, a depiction of them, 
in 1619. 

The Richard Russell Office Building 
is a symbol of national shame. The 
Senate has been in the process of, 
along with this House, taking the 
names of Confederate soldiers off of 
military bases. But that same Senate 
will not remove the name of Richard 
Russell from a building that it resides 
in, the Richard Russell Office Building, 
a symbol of national shame. 

I do not enter the Richard Russell Of-
fice Building. I have enough respect for 
myself. I am not a perfect victim. I am 
a one-person protest. It is better to 
stand alone on some questions than not 
stand at all. I don’t have any problem 
with standing alone when it comes to 
this facility. 

Richard Russell has a rotunda in this 
facility devoted to him, with a statue 
of Richard Russell. Richard Russell, 
the self-proclaimed white supremacist, 
the same who fought integration, the 
same Richard Russell who coauthored 
the Southern Manifesto, a building 
named after a racist, bigot, self-pro-
claimed white supremacist. 

b 1115 

His name needs to come off of that 
building and it should revert to the 
name that it had before his name was 
placed on it, which was the Old Senate 
Office Building. If we would like to 
name it something more, we can. The 
Senate is participating in the shaming 
of the Nation by allowing this name to 
stay on this building. 

The Senate but only has to have the 
will to remove the name. The same will 
that it had when it decided that we 
would take the names of Confederate 
soldiers off of military bases. If the 
Senate can take the names of Confed-
erate soldiers off of military bases, 
surely it can acquire the will to remove 
Richard Russell’s name from a building 
that the Senate has control over. It is 
a symbol of national shame. 

Now to the update. Not only is Rich-
ard Russell’s name on the Senate Office 
Building, but his name is also on legis-
lation. I am not the perfect victim. His 
name is on legislation. I have a piece of 

legislation in my hand that bears the 
name of Richard Russell. I will not sin-
gle this piece of legislation out because 
there are other pieces. 

The substance of the legislation, I 
have no quarrel with. I do take issue 
with having legislation named after a 
person, in honor of a person, who is a 
self-proclaimed white supremacist, and 
in honor of a person who fought anti- 
lynching legislation. It is the same per-
son who coauthored the Southern 
Manifesto. I refuse to allow it. I will 
not participate in it. His name should 
be removed from the Russell Senate Of-
fice Building. 

This piece of legislation, as I have in-
dicated, bears his name. It is the Rich-
ard B. Russell National School Lunch 
Program. His name shouldn’t be on a 
school lunch program. It shouldn’t. I 
can think of some other names that 
would be removed immediately, if not 
sooner, if they were on a school lunch 
program. I can. His name should be re-
moved. 

I am filing legislation—this is the up-
date—to have Richard Russell’s name 
removed from all legislation that hap-
pens to bear it currently—all legisla-
tion—and to never have his name listed 
again. He is a symbol of national 
shame. His name should be removed. I 
refuse to be the perfect victim. The ex-
pectation that I don’t respect myself 
enough to stand up for myself. 

What is so ironic about this, and it 
really breaks my heart, is to know that 
there are people who know this. They 
know this. There are people of color, 
African ancestry, and they know this. 
They still frequent the Richard Russell 
Office Building, a symbol of national 
shame. 

At some point, my dear friends, we 
have to cease to be the perfect victim 
and allow others to expect, and our-
selves to participate, in the shaming of 
our ancestors, and the treatment that 
African Americans have received in 
this country by a Richard Russell, hav-
ing a building named in his honor. We 
have to remove his name. 

This agenda also includes some other 
things. That was the update. Let’s go 
ahead and refresh memories now. 

We have another item on the agenda, 
and that is enacting the Securities and 
Exchange Atonement Act. 

Friends, I had the honor, the singular 
honor, of serving as the chairperson of 
the Oversight Subcommittee on the 
full Financial Services Committee. I 
did so under the leadership of the Hon-
orable MAXINE WATERS. Under her lead-
ership, we found that there are banks 
in this country—the big banks, the 
major banks—these banks, through 
their predecessor institutions, these 
banks literally made loans so that 
masters, as they were called, could buy 
slaves—enslaved people. They would 
buy them. 

If the master did not make the pay-
ments, defaulted, the bank repossessed 
the people and treated them as chat-
tels. I refuse to be the perfect victim. 
This behavior necessitates atonement. 
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We need to do what this legislation will 
call for, and that is—let’s do the re-
search, let’s find out which of these 
banks benefited from this institution 
of slavery because they made a profit 
when they made these loans. They need 
to atone. That is what this legislation 
is all about. 

We also found out that the major in-
surance companies insured human 
beings as chattels. When the master’s 
chattel, the human being that was 
enslaved, had some death that was one 
that would require the master to be 
compensated, the master received pay-
ment for the death of an enslaved per-
son. This has to change. There has to 
be some atonement for this. That is 
what this Securities and Exchange 
Atonement Act is all about. 

The last thing on the agenda cur-
rently is the establishing of the depart-
ment of reconciliation. To get all of 
these things done requires reconcili-
ation. Reconciliation is bigger than the 
institution of slavery. 

There are others who necessitate rec-
onciliation, as well. An example would 
be the indigenous population, the per-
sons who were here when the Euro-
peans arrived. The indigenous popu-
lation, those persons who suffered what 
we call the trail of tears. Literally, 
they were uprooted from their homes 
and forced to move across the country, 
simply because others wanted their 
land. They just took it and forced them 
to move. Many died along the way. We 
need to reconcile for this. 

There were the persons who were 
placed in these camps when we were at 
war with Japan. They lost their homes 
and property. We need to reconcile. 
There is reconciliation that must be 
had and this department would help us 
do this. 

Right now we have a Department of 
Labor to deal with labor issues. We 
have a Secretary of Labor. The Sec-
retary of Labor reports directly to the 
President. We have the Department of 
Commerce to deal with issues associ-
ated with commerce. The Secretary of 
Commerce reports to the President. 

We need a department of reconcili-
ation with a secretary of reconciliation 
and undersecretaries of reconciliation 
to deal with all these various areas 
that need to be reconciled, and that 
person should report directly to the 
President. 

Reconciliation is not going to occur 
over one Presidency. It is not going to 
occur in a few years. It may take dec-
ades, but we will have the department 
to get it done. Just as we are going to 
keep a Department of Commerce, we 
should have and maintain and keep, if 
you will, a department of reconcili-
ation. It is absolutely necessary for us 
to do this. If we should do so, we can 
also deal with some other issues that 
require reconciliation. 

This is the way a great nation should 
respond. A nation that requires liberty 
and justice for all. That is what is in 
our Pledge of Allegiance. A nation 
founded on the notion that all persons 

are created equal, who are endowed by 
their Creator with inalienable rights, 
among them are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. That is what this 
Nation was founded on. 

We have to live up to the promise and 
the pledge. We have to live up to the 
words in the Declaration of Independ-
ence. We have a duty and a responsi-
bility to posterity to correct the injus-
tices that were perpetrated. I have a 
duty and a responsibility to myself to 
decline to be the perfect victim. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise and I stand in 
this, the well of the House, not the per-
fect victim, but as a proud descendent 
of the enslaved people who helped con-
struct this very facility. I do so know-
ing that there will be resistance to 
what I do, but I do so knowing that 
that resistance cannot withstand the 
bending of the arc of the moral uni-
verse toward justice for the enslaved 
people who are the foundational moth-
ers and fathers of this country. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to be a de-
scendent of these enslaved people. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO). 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Texas for yielding 
and I certainly share his commitment 
and I share your pride. I know you 
stand for justice. I know you stand for 
the cause of all folks who have been 
marginalized. I know of your commit-
ment to our servicemembers during 
World War II. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank a member of my 
staff on the House Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs for his valued service to 
veterans, this Congress, and our coun-
try. 

Miguel Salazar joined our committee 
as our communications director in 2019 
as Democrats took back the House, and 
he was an integral part of the commit-
tee’s efforts to deliver meaningful 
change for our Nation’s veterans. 

When my Honoring our PACT Act 
was signed into law last year, Miguel 
worked tirelessly with our communica-
tions team to ensure that the 3.5 mil-
lion newly eligible veterans became 
aware of the benefits they were enti-
tled to. 

As a commissioned officer in the Ma-
rine Corps Reserve, Miguel has em-
bodied the very best of public service. 
He has been a true leader and an in-
valuable member of my staff. The work 
of my committee and this legislative 
body have been made better by 
Miguel’s contributions. He will be 
deeply missed. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
compliment the gentleman for recog-
nizing a staffer. This is what I would 
expect from him, to be quite honest. He 
has demonstrated in his years in Con-
gress a desire to see that all people are 
treated fairly. He has not only dem-
onstrated a desire, but he has actually 
demonstrated it by way of a voting 
record that evidences the will to see 
that it is done. 

Mr. Speaker, I compliment the gen-
tleman and it is what I would expect 
from him. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I was try-
ing to remember the gentleman’s 
cause, which was the merchant mari-
ners during World War II. 

I was at an event with Senator 
MCCONNELL which commemorated the 
service of these merchant mariners 
who played such a critical role serving 
our Nation during World War II. They 
weren’t in uniform, but they died at 
tremendous numbers. 

I share Mr. GREEN’s concern that we 
need to do something for these sur-
viving merchant mariners before they 
all die. They served our country in an 
incredible way. 

b 1130 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for his remarks. I 
also thank my friend for helping us to 
shepherd it through the House in the 
last Congress. We didn’t get it through 
the Senate, but it got through the 
House because of his hands, and I ap-
preciate it. 

Mr. Speaker, before I yield the floor, 
following the example of my colleague, 
I would like to commend an employee, 
actually an intern, who has worked in 
our office and has been of great service 
to us. Because this is an intern, I won’t 
give the full name, but her first name 
is quite similar to my name. My name 
is Alexander. Most people know me as 
Al. Hers is Alex. 

Alex is with us today. She is a person 
who, quite frankly, has matured be-
yond her years and has rendered a 
great service to our country. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Alex very much 
for her service to our country, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

JULIE SU’S RECORD OF FAILURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. KILEY) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, with the 
departure of Marty Walsh from the 
Labor Department, President Biden 
has nominated Deputy Secretary Julie 
Su to succeed him. 

For those of us in California, this de-
cision was very hard to understand. Ms. 
Su’s record as our State’s labor sec-
retary under Governor Gavin Newsom 
is well known because it had such neg-
ative consequences for so many people. 

Having seen my constituents suffer 
at the hands of Ms. Su’s mismanage-
ment and antiworker agenda, I have 
felt compelled to make sure the facts 
come to light in the confirmation proc-
ess. 

As chair of the House Subcommittee 
on Workforce Protections, I held a 
hearing last week highlighting the 
countless livelihoods she destroyed as 
secretary of labor in California. 

Mr. Speaker, I don’t want the rest of 
the country to suffer the way Cali-
fornia has. Our State had the highest 
unemployment rate for much of the 
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