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the improper payments because we
have to look at the debt control, if you
will, and the debt reduction, or, as you
have heard other people say, bending
the curve down to a reasonable rate of
repaying our debts without increasing
the debt and increasing unnecessary
wasteful expenditures. We have to fig-
ure out a way to incentivize the good,
hardworking folks within our govern-
ment bureaucracies to take a closer
look at all those things and be part of
solutions that are going to benefit our
country as a whole and all of its citi-
zZens.

I will conclude by just saying we got
a great start here about 30 minutes ago
when we passed the Limit, Save, Grow
Act. This is just the next step towards
hopefully fruitful, honest, thoughtful
negotiations with the White House to
help us begin to be able to bend that
curve of wasteful spending.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

——
FIRST 100 DAYS IN CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
SANTOS) for 30 minutes.

Mr. SANTOS. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to address my first 100 days in Con-
gress. As freshmen Members of Con-
gress, we arrive in D.C. with a ‘“‘Mr.
SMITH Goes to Washington’ mentality.
As you walk through these Halls for
the first time, you realize that you are
now a part of history.

Like any new kid on the block, there
is a learning curve. Although my learn-
ing curve might be slightly different
compared to others, what I can say is
that mistakes will be made, lessons
learned, but speaking as a freshman,
try to give yourself a grace period and
learn to grow.

Despite everything, I have learned
and grown over the past 100 days in
Congress. If only I could figure out how
to navigate the Rayburn building.

In 100 days, little did I know that I
would introduce 11 bills of my own, be
a cosponsor of 63 bills, and see three of
those cosponsored bills pass in the
House.

Each of us, both Republicans and
Democrats, are here because we indi-
vidually believe that we can improve
not just our congressional districts but
our country. We may not always agree,
but like any freshman Member, I am
learning to find some common ground.

One thing that is financially hurting
not just my constituents, but all New
Yorkers are the State and local taxes,
also known as SALT. The first bill I in-
troduced is H.R. 1260, the SALT Relief
Act. The State of New York’s top mar-
ginal individual income tax rate is 10.9
percent, making it the third highest
top marginal income tax rate in the
country after California and Hawaii.

My constituents who specifically re-
side in Nassau County pay some of the
highest property taxes in the country.
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My SALT bill aims to increase the
$10,000 cap to $50,000. According to the
Tax Foundation, the average SALT
amount—property tax liability or sales
tax liability—reported among
itemizing filers was $30,227. Sadly, due
to the $10,000 cap, the average SALT
deduction was $9,023.

I am aware that my district is a com-
bination of affluent mneighborhoods
with famous constituents like Billy
Joel, but it also includes the middle
and working classes. This is not about
handing out tax relief to the wealthy.
It is about real tax relief for all Ameri-
cans.

In addition to my SALT bill, I re-
cently introduced the Alimony Relief
Act. Both of my bills are constituent-
driven bills that seek additional deduc-
tions for taxpayers who are required to
submit government-directed payments.
The Alimony Relief Act is the classic
example of a constituent who con-
tacted my office, explained in great de-
tail the issue that they were having
with the government, and asking for
my assistance. The issue is that they
are paying income taxes on money
they won’t be able to spend themselves.
For State tax purposes, alimony may
be taxable income to the recipient and
tax deductible to the individual obli-
gated to pay spousal support. My ali-
mony bill aims to implement that tax
deduction for Federal purposes.

Most of my legislative priorities in
Congress are driven to provide eco-
nomic relief, not just to my constitu-
ents but to all Americans. We must
take a deep dive into the amount of
foreign aid that the United States pro-
vides to countries who apply barbaric
practices to those based on gender or
sexual orientation. My bills, H.R. 2404
and H.R. 1736, both send a clear mes-
sage that we should be standing up to
countries that enforce policies that
limit individuals to freely exercise any
religion, and enrolling in or attending
any educational institution.

For example, in 2019, the foreign as-
sistance statistic by country is stag-
gering. I will not read off every coun-
try, but Afghanistan, we were pro-
viding them with a grand total of $4.8
trillion. To break it down, that is $1.2-
plus trillion for economic aid and $3.6-
plus billion in aid since the United
States withdrew from Afghanistan. Re-
strictions on women’s rights increased
exponentially, including freedom of
speech. In addition, institutions de-
signed to support human rights were
either shut down or severely limited.

Another accomplishment since the
Republicans took back the House, we
have made great strides with putting
an end to COVID-19.
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We passed a resolution terminating
the COVID-19 national emergency dec-
laration and passed the Pandemic is
Over Act.

In addition, I have introduced H.R.
2631, a bill called the Medical Informa-
tion Nuanced Accountability Judge-
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ment Act. Medical freedom is an abso-
lute right, and any Federal Govern-
ment should not impose a mandate
that requires individuals to receive a
vaccine that has not been properly au-
thorized for at least 10 years.

My bill would help restore our mili-
tary readiness. As a result of the Biden
administration’s vaccine mandate,
more than 3,400 men and women were
being involuntarily separated. Under
the MINAJ Act, this would not be the
case.

While I look forward to the day when
one of my bills passes, I can say that it
is amazing to see three bills that I have
cosponsored pass. House Republicans
have made a commitment to put the
country first and to reverse consist-
ently bad policies from the Biden ad-
ministration.

Last week, we passed the Protection
of Women and Girls Sports Act. I
joined my colleagues to cosponsor a
bill that protects biological women in
sports.

Over the last couple of years, biologi-
cal women have been on the receiving
end of an unfair disadvantage by com-
peting against transgender male ath-
letes. While the left calls this discrimi-
nation against transgender athletes,
we simply call it as it is: robbing
women of their hard-earned athletic
achievements.

I am proud to have cosponsored H.R.
5, the Parents Bill of Rights Act. Since
House Republicans have taken the ma-
jority, we continue to build a future
that allows for parents to be the pri-
mary stakeholders in their children’s
education. We are making their voices
heard. Every parent has the right to
know what their children are being
taught and to be updated on their
school’s budget, spending, and, most
importantly, when there is violent ac-
tivity at school.

One of the first bills I proudly co-
sponsored was the REIN In Act. Since
President Biden was sworn into office,
we have seen reckless government
spending, historically high inflation
that is harming the livelihoods of the
American people, and small businesses
that are still recovering from the pan-
demic.

We demand transparency from the
administration, and this bill would re-
quire the Office of Management and
Budget to prepare a report including
inflationary effects for any executive
action with an estimated impact of at
least $1 billion. The White House must
report these findings to Congress each
year to increase transparency over
their actions.

If I have learned anything in the past
100 days, it is that being a Member of
Congress goes beyond spending time in
our Nation’s Capital. Spending as much
time in our congressional districts as
possible is a major key to success.

As I split my time between Wash-
ington, D.C., and my district, there is
one thing I can say for certain: Our
best government is local. The mayors
and other local government workers
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truly know what is best for their com-
munities and what kind of funds are
needed from both the State and Fed-
eral levels.

It is my goal to do all that I can to
bring back funding to local towns in
my district that will better their com-
munities.

Since opening my district office, I
cannot begin to say how grateful I am
for their hard work and commitment
to helping my constituents directly
with real issues and assisting them
with requests that we can provide at
the Federal level.

My office has received 238 cases and
resolved 143 of them. The top issues in
New York’s Third Congressional Dis-
trict are passports and immigration.
As a reminder, this is a freshman of-
fice, and I do anticipate that the more
we help, the more people will walk
through our doors.

I personally have taken constituent
calls, some good, some not so good. At
the end of the day, that is part of the
job, and there is not much I can do
about it. Whether they vote for you or
not, you are their Member of Congress,
and you work for them. I commonly
say I have 700,000 employers, and I
work for each and every one of them.

During my time in the district, I
have met with local government offi-
cials and discussed their concerns af-
fecting their communities. It has been
a privilege to work collaboratively
with them and help secure Federal
funding to help better our commu-
nities.

The cities and towns of NY-3 asking
for Federal assistance include Sands
Point, Old Westbury, Port Washington,
Belgrave, Great Neck, and Farming-
dale. Their requests are centered
around water filtration, public safety,
and water infrastructure. These are
issues that many communities face,
and while they may not sound flashy,
these are the matters of public health
and the lives of our constituents, and
the God-given right to clean water.

One of the benefits of living in New
York’s Third Congressional District is
having the privilege of honoring the
dedicated men and women of the U.S.
Coast Guard Sector Long Island Sound
and Sector New York. While most of us
take it for granted, the U.S. Coast
Guard carries out more than just
search and rescue missions. They pro-
tect our border, and they are the law
enforcement branch of the U.S. Armed
Forces.

Having recently spent some time
touring the Eaton’s Neck station, all I
could think of was how I could do more
for them.

The Coast Guard has made great
strides in up-to-date equipment, yet
they are still severely underfunded.
Their search and rescue operations
have increased by over 30 percent, and
sadly, fatalities have gone up 20 per-
cent since COVID.

You see, Mr. Speaker, in New York’s
Third Congressional District, we have a
lot of water activity, and with that, it
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created this new boater community
that drove folks to the water in the ab-
solute boredom of the pandemic, so
that also increased the work activity
for our Coast Guard.

They mentioned that there are
things boaters can do that can easily
prevent some of these rescues, includ-
ing buying a high-frequency radio for
your boat, which allows communica-
tions between other boats and, most
importantly, the Coast Guard.

Another thing that I took away from
our tour, and I will continue to state it
publicly, is to dress for the water, not
the weather. Although it might be 80,
90 degrees outside, the water is still 40
degrees, so 156 minutes in the water and
hypothermia kicks in. That just wors-
ens the odds of a successful rescue.
What I am saying tonight may sound
boring, but part of the job is about lis-
tening.

As a reminder, these unsung heroes
safely evacuated over 500,000 people
from Manhattan to escape New York
City during 9/11, and now they are fac-
ing the potential of offshore turbines,
which pose a major concern for the
Coast Guard. Having previously stated
that there has been an increase in
search and rescue operations mainly
due to the pandemic, having approxi-
mately 3,000 offshore wind turbines will
pose a real concern for future search
and rescue. Their helicopters would
have to carefully traverse a waterway
during a rescue operation without get-
ting caught up in the wind turbines, in
addition to Coast Guard vessels having
difficulties with their radar capabili-
ties navigating in and around these
windmills.

I will also add that the construction
of these turbines can take up to 15 to 20
years to build, resulting in an expected
1,800 transits up the Hudson River from
the Port of New York out to the sea.
This places a huge responsibility on
the shoulders of the Coast Guard to en-
sure the safety of all types of boaters
and vessels.

When meeting with members of the
Coast Guard, there was something that
stuck out, and it was their personal
well-being. Men and women sometimes
carry out very serious and dangerous
missions at sea, which can be long and
lonely. They sometimes have difficul-
ties finding mental health services due
to a limited budget. Some are utilizing
food pantries and are unable to afford
housing.

Besides our gratitude, we should be
doing more to invest in the Coast
Guard. They protect our seacoasts, eco-
nomic and security interests abroad,
and, above all, save thousands of lives
per year.

This Friday evening, we will be an-
nouncing the New York Third Congres-
sional District’s winner of the 2023 Con-
gressional Art Competition. Since I
have been in Washington, I have al-
ways been amazed by the plethora of
talent from high school students whose
art hangs in the Cannon Tunnel head-
ing toward the Capitol. I look forward
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to meeting with these students, learn-
ing about their talents, and hearing
about their next steps in life.

Water contamination is probably the
last thing that one might associate
with Long Island. Unfortunately, it is a
fact. A local village in New York’s
Third District, Farmingdale, has been
plagued with an ongoing water con-
tamination issue, which has been de-
clared an emergency since July 2021.

Recently, I met with the mayor of
Farmingdale, along with an environ-
mental advocate, to discuss the ongo-
ing issue, the strides they are making,
and the Federal assistance requested to
ease the financial burden on the tax-
payers.

In my district, the water contami-
nants, including PFAS, which are also
known as forever chemicals, are im-
pacting the water supply wells, which
operate nearly 2 million gallons per
day. This opened my eyes and made me
truly see the positive side of public
service.

When political differences can be set
aside, we can roll up our sleeves, show
how we can find common ground, and
work together for the greater good.

While Annapolis has the Naval Acad-
emy, in New York’s Third District, we
have the U.S. Merchant Marine Acad-
emy located in Kings Point. It trains
midshipmen as officers in the Mer-
chant Marine Reserve.

Like the Coast Guard, the academy
needs more than $300 million in Federal
funds to rehabilitate dilapidated build-
ings. Other long-term projects include
the construction of academic buildings
and projects to protect the waterfront
basin of rickety piers.

Since they opened their doors in 1943
on Long Island, we have taken great
pride in being the home of the Mer-
chant Marine Academy. Students come
from all across the country to receive a
quality education in our backyard.

It is my hope to work closely with
the academy, as well as the Depart-
ment of Transportation’s Maritime Ad-
ministration, and see what we can do
at the Federal level to continue to im-
prove the infrastructure at the acad-
emy.

These have been the last hundred
days from my perspective, but as many
of my colleagues have already said, we
have only just begun.

One final item before I wrap up. I
want to talk about neuropathy. Neu-
ropathy is a medical condition that re-
sults in damage to the nerves outside
the brain and spinal cord. Those who
suffer from neuropathy experience
weakness and numbness, which typi-
cally occurs in the hands or feet. This
can be incredibly painful and debili-
tating, and many are unable to live
normal lives.

This is also known as the suicide dis-
ease, due to limited effective treat-
ments and because there is no cure.

In February, I brought a guest to at-
tend the State of the Union who suffers
from neuropathy. He is a former volun-
teer firefighter named Michael
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Weinstock, and he was assigned to the
bucket brigade at Ground Zero. His re-
sponsibilities with the bucket brigade
included finding survivors and remov-
ing rubble from the World Trade Cen-
ter.

In 2016, the World Trade Center
Health Program was petitioned to add
peripheral neuropathy to its list of cov-
ered conditions, which it declined to
do. In 2017, an FDNY responder again
petitioned the program to add periph-
eral neuropathy to its covered condi-
tions list. Unfortunately, the World
Trade Center Health Program declined
to update its list a second time, citing
insufficient evidence.
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It is sad that a bill needs to be intro-
duced in the first place on this floor.
My staff and I are in the process to find
out why neuropathy is not recognized
as a valid condition under the World
Trade Center Health Program. The
timeline for adding a condition is pain-
fully slow, and it is frustrating to my
constituents and others, who were im-
pacted directly by the events of 9/11,
who simply cannot wait any longer.

As a Member of Congress, I can think
of nothing more important than hon-
oring our 9/11 first responders and see
that neuropathy be included as a med-
ical condition that is covered in the
World Trade Center Health Program
immediately.

In my first 100 days, I can say with-
out doubt that serving in Congress is a
great honor and humbling, as any com-
mitment to public service should be. I
am eagerly looking forward to what
the House GOP will achieve in the days
and months ahead. Our Commitment to
America will not waver.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. SANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 1 minute p.m.),
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Thursday,
April 27, 2023, at 9 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-797. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Office of the Secretary, Department
of Defense, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Privacy Act of 1974; Implemen-
tation [Docket ID: DoD-2022-0S-0082] (RIN:
0790-AL44) received April 10, 2023, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-798. A letter from the Senior Congres-
sional Liaison, Legal Division, Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau, transmitting the
Bureau’s final rule — Agency Contact Infor-
mation received April 13, 2023, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
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251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

EC-799. A letter from the Executive Serv-
ices Operations Staff, Human Resources
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting seven (7) noti-
fications of a designation of an acting offi-
cer, nomination, or action on nomination,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-
277, Sec. 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-800. A letter from the Director, Office
of National Marine Sanctuaries, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
transmitting the Administration’s final rule
— National Marine Sanctuary Regulations
[Docket No.: 221215-0274] (RIN: 0648-AV85) re-
ceived April 13, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

EC-801. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; The Boeing Company Airplanes [Dock-
et No.: FAA-2022-1068; Project Identifier AD-
2022-00358-T; Amendment 39-22364; AD 2023-04-
17] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received April 10, 2023,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-802. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; The Boeing Company Airplanes [Dock-
et No.: FAA-2023-0440; Project Identifier AD-
2023-00245-T; Amendment 39-22396; AD 2023-06-
10] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received April 10, 2023,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-803. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; General Electric Company Turbofan
Engines [Docket No.: FAA-2022-1416; Project
Identifier AD-2022-00725-E; Amendment 39-
22358; AD 2023-04-11] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received
April 10, 2023, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-804. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; MHI RJ Aviation ULC (Type Certifi-
cate Previously Held by Bombardier, Inc.)
Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2022-0679;
Project Identifier MCAI-2021-01213-T; Amend-
ment 39-22392; AD 2023-06-06] (RIN: 2120-A A64)
received April 10, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-805. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Viking Air Limited (Type Certificate
Previously Held by Bombardier Inc. and de
Havilland Inc.) Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-
2022-0814; Project Identifier AD-2022-00205-A;
Amendment 39-22397; AD 2023-06-11] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received April 10, 2023, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-806. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Airbus Helicopters Deutschland GmbH
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(AHD) Helicopters [Docket No.: FAA-2023-
0430; Project Identifier MCAI-2022-01092-R;
Amendment 39-22378; AD 2023-05-09] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received April 10, 2023, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-807. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Continental Aerospace Technologies,
Inc., Reciprocating Engines [Docket No.:
FAA-2023-0435; Project Identifier AD-2023-
00384-E; Amendment 39-22385; AD 2023-05-16]
(RIN: 2120-AA64) received April 10, 2023, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-808. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Airbus SAS Airplanes [Docket No.:
FAA-2022-1645; Project Identifier MCAI-2022-
00734-T; Amendment 39-22371; AD 2023-05-02]
(RIN: 2120-AA64) received April 10, 2023, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-809. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Alexander Schleicher GmbH & Co.
Segelflugzeugbau Gliders [Docket No.: FAA-
2022-1303; Project Identifier MCAI-2022-01001-
G; Amendment 39-22372; AD 2023-05-03] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received April 10, 2023, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-810. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Dassault Aviation Airplanes [Docket
No.: FAA-2022-1585; Project Identifier MCAI-
2022-00892-T; Amendment 39-22365; AD 2023-04-
18] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received April 10, 2023,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-811. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; De Havilland Aircraft of Canada Lim-
ited (Type Certificate Previously Held by
Bombardier, Inc.) Airplanes [Docket No.:
FAA-2022-1653; Project Identifier MCAI-2022-
01193-T; Amendment 39-22370; AD 2023-05-01]
(RIN: 2120-AA64) received April 10, 2023, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. COLE: Committee on Rules. House
Resolution 327. Resolution providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 2811) to provide
for a responsible increase to the debt ceiling,
and for other purposes, and providing for
consideration of the joint resolution (H.J.
Res. 39) disapproving the rule submitted by
the Department of Commerce relating to
“Procedures Covering Suspension of Liquida-
tion, Duties and Estimated Duties in Accord
With Presidential Proclamation 10414”
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