
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1473 March 28, 2023 
RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 49 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Humble us, O Lord, as we pray for 
this Nation. As proud as we are of the 
greatness of its strength, the resilience 
of its people, the equity of its govern-
ment, yet we are reminded too often 
that our children still die at the hands 
of the disgruntled. Evil will find a way, 
even into the sanctum of schoolrooms. 

In our humility, we pray You forgive 
our sin and heal our land. 

Guide us, O Lord, as we seek to serve 
this Nation. As dedicated as each of us 
may be, as noble as our cause, as de-
voted to upholding what is right, none-
theless, our country is as deeply di-
vided as it has ever been, and our steps 
have departed far from the path You 
would have us follow. 

As You call us to yield to Your will, 
we pray You forgive our sin and heal 
our land. 

Speak through our hearts, O Lord, 
when we, as a nation, engage one an-
other. As passionate as we are to speak 
out of deep concern for our future, as 
compelling our words in the defense of 
freedom, liberty, and justice, more 
often than not, our intent is misinter-
preted for selfish gain, our compassion 
mistaken for judgment, our 
collegiality for weakness. 

As we seek to reflect Your truth, one 
with another, as compatriots of these 
United States, we pray You forgive our 
sin and heal our land. 

May Your eyes and Your heart be at-
tentive to the prayer that is made in 
this place as we offer it in Your holy 
name. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-

tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

BIDEN ENERGY CRISIS AFFECTS 
FAMILIES 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, every day, American families 
experience the failed policies of Biden 
and Democrats. 

On the day Biden was sworn in, the 
average price of gas was $2.39. Today, it 
is $3.44, 44 percent higher. The Biden 
war on energy resulted in a high cost of 
over $5 last year. 

During the same period, the first 
week of his Presidency, Biden killed 
the Keystone pipeline, which would 
supply 800,000 barrels of oil a day from 
Canada, with the mining equipment in 
Alberta using Michelin tires made in 
South Carolina. 

The idiotic war on fossil fuels sub-
verts science and common sense, and it 
causes dependence on China for bat-
teries, panels, blades, by Biden. 

This week, House Republicans have 
all-of-the-above legislation to reduce 
inflation, create jobs, and return Amer-
ica to energy independence with the in-
novative bill by Congressman JEFF 
DUNCAN of South Carolina. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
who successfully protected America for 
20 years in the global war on terrorism 
as it continues, sadly, moving from the 
Afghanistan safe haven to America. 

Our sympathies to the families of 
Nashville and Mississippi. 

f 

WEAPONS OF WAR DON’T BELONG 
IN OUR STREETS 

(Mrs. MCBATH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. MCBATH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today, once again, and again, and 
again, and again, because our children 
are being murdered in their class-
rooms. This is outrageous, and it is un-
conscionable. 

Why have we not made good on our 
promise to our Nation, our promise 
that our kids can laugh and learn and 
play in their schools without the fear 
of a shootout? 

We should not need sandbags in our 
schools to protect our children. They 
should not be forced to live in a war 
zone where bullets may murder a class-
mate at a moment’s notice. 

What will it take? How much blood 
must be spilled? How many kids must 
be killed until we do the right thing? 

We are here to protect our commu-
nities, and Congress has lost its way. 
We have lost our soul, and we must do 
better than this. 

Weapons of war don’t belong in our 
streets or our classrooms. How many 
children must die before we learn that? 

f 

CONGRATULATING SALEM HIGH 
SCHOOL FORENSICS TEAM 

(Mr. CLINE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate the Salem High School 
forensics team for winning its 17th con-
secutive State championship. 

The team won 5 of the 10 categories, 
while also finishing runner-up and 
third place in another 2 events. These 
champions include Kade Lakin and 
Grayson Mitchell for serious duo, 
Emma Snead for impromptu speaking, 
Ryan Long for original oratory, Connor 
Smythers for humorous interpretation, 
and Courtney Bowen for serious prose. 

Ben Hathaway and Kyra Netting fin-
ished second in the humorous duo cat-
egory, and Colton Easter placed third 
in the prose category. 

Since becoming coach in 2001, Coach 
Mark Ingerson has instilled in the stu-
dents to work for and help each other 
as a team, bolstering their success. 

With public speaking skills, the fu-
ture is bright for all of these students, 
no matter the path they choose. 

Congratulations to the participants, 
parents, coaches, and staff for making 
this milestone possible. 

f 

DON’T ERASE OUR HISTORY 

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, this is 
the close of Virgin Islands History 
Month. Throughout the Virgin Islands 
this past month of March, young chil-
dren have learned about extraordinary 
Virgin Islanders. 

They have learned about Alexander 
Hamilton, who comes from the island 
of St. Croix, and learned about this 
being the only place in the United 
States on which Christopher Columbus 
actually set foot. 

They learn about the inventions and 
work of Virgin Islanders in our history, 
but they also learn about the oppres-
sion, about the brutality under Danish 
rule. 

They learn about Alexander Ham-
ilton, his fieriness coming from the 
fact that he was deemed an illegit-
imate child and his parentage was con-
stantly questioned. 

Last week, House Republicans passed 
H.R. 5, the Parents Bill of Rights Act. 
Under that act, much of that history 
would be forbidden. Much of that his-
tory would be erased. 

That is the American story—of resil-
ience, of oppression, of the constant 
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fight for freedom, of the change that 
we all are coming together as Ameri-
cans. 

Let’s not erase all of our history. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE AMERICAN 
FLOOD COALITION 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to extend congratulations to the 
American Flood Coalition. They cele-
brated 5 years of driving solutions to 
build resilience in the face of flooding 
just this past Sunday. 

As a nonpartisan group of cities, 
elected officials, military leaders, busi-
nesses, and civic groups, the American 
Flood Coalition provides a platform to 
advocate for a unified voice for solu-
tions to flooding. 

My district in north Texas knows 
firsthand the destruction caused by ex-
treme weather and floods, including in 
2015, when Ray Roberts, Grapevine, 
Lewisville Lakes flooded after sudden 
heavy rainfall. 

I recently joined the coalition as a 
Federal champion, and I look forward 
to working with the American Flood 
Coalition and other Members of Con-
gress on long-term solutions that speed 
up the recoveries, boost local econo-
mies, and prepare us for what lies 
ahead. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 1, LOWER ENERGY 
COSTS ACT 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, by direction of the Committee on 
Rules, I call up House Resolution 260 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 260 

Resolved, That at any time after adoption 
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant 
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1) to lower en-
ergy costs by increasing American energy 
production, exports, infrastructure, and crit-
ical minerals processing, by promoting 
transparency, accountability, permitting, 
and production of American resources, and 
by improving water quality certification and 
energy projects, and for other purposes. The 
first reading of the bill shall be dispensed 
with. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. General debate 
shall be confined to the bill and shall not ex-
ceed seven hours, with three hours equally 
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce or their respective 
designees, three hours equally divided and 
controlled by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Natural Re-
sources or their respective designees, and 
one hour equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure or their respective designees. After 

general debate the bill shall be considered 
for amendment under the five-minute rule. 
The amendment printed in part A of the re-
port of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution shall be considered 
as adopted in the House and in the Com-
mittee of the Whole. The bill, as amended, 
shall be considered as read. All points of 
order against provisions in the bill, as 
amended, are waived. No further amendment 
to the bill, as amended, shall be in order ex-
cept those printed in part B of the report of 
the Committee on Rules. Each such further 
amendment may be offered only in the order 
printed in the report, may be offered only by 
a Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment, 
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the 
Committee of the Whole. All points of order 
against such further amendments are 
waived. At the conclusion of consideration of 
the bill for amendment the Committee shall 
rise and report the bill, as amended, to the 
House with such further amendments as may 
have been adopted. The previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as 
amended, and on any further amendment 
thereto, to final passage without intervening 
motion except one motion to recommit. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FLOOD). The gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania is recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, for the purpose of debate only, I 
yield the customary 30 minutes to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MCGOVERN), my good friend and the 
ranking member on the Rules Com-
mittee, pending which I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. 

During consideration of this resolu-
tion, all time yielded is for the purpose 
of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-

er, last night, the Rules Committee 
met and reported out a rule, House 
Resolution 260, providing for consider-
ation of H.R. 1, the Lower Energy Costs 
Act. 

The rule provides for consideration of 
H.R. 1 under a structured rule. It pro-
vides 7 hours of general debate, with 3 
hours equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce or their designees. Addition-
ally, the rule provides for 3 hours 
equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Natural Resources 
or their designees, and 1 hour equally 
divided and controlled by the chair and 
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure or their designees. 

Further, this rule makes in order 37 
amendments and provides 1 motion to 
recommit. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this 
rule and in support of the underlying 
legislation. H.R. 1 unleashes American 
energy, and it immediately will lower 
costs for families by resuming lease 
sales on Federal lands and waters. It 
will repeal fee increases on energy pro-
duction, and it will end the morato-
rium on coal leasing. 

Additionally, H.R. 1 strengthens 
America’s critical mineral supply, pro-
hibits a moratorium on hydraulic 
fracking, and streamlines the permit-
ting process. 

Let’s remember, on day number one 
of his Presidency, President Biden 
launched a war on American energy. 
He canceled the Keystone XL pipeline, 
also, by the way, killing tens of thou-
sands of union jobs, and he paused new 
and oil gas leases on Federal lands. 
That was day number one. 

Under President Trump, we had inde-
pendence with U.S. energy, but, now, 
President Biden has drained our Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve to the lowest 
level since 1983. That is the lowest level 
since I have been alive. 

Meanwhile, the administration is in-
creasing regulations on domestic en-
ergy production by easing regulations 
and incentivizing energy production in 
foreign, communist, and authoritarian 
states like Venezuela. 

b 1215 

In the words of President Biden, cli-
mate change is the existential threat 
to humanity. Apparently, that only ap-
plies when the U.S. is the one pro-
ducing the oil and gas, not when na-
tions like Venezuela produce the nat-
ural gas. 

President Trump, by contrast, 
opened 100 million acres of public land 
and water to exploration. But Biden 
has leased fewer acres of Federal land 
for oil and gas drilling than any Presi-
dent since the end of World War II. The 
results have directly impacted all 
Americans. 

On the day Joe Biden took office, the 
average price for a gallon of gasoline 
was $2.39. Today, the national average 
is $3.47. That is a 44 percent increase. 
And let’s not forget June’s highest rate 
of $5 a gallon. 

Due to inflation, the average Amer-
ican family is now paying $10,000 more 
in household costs under President 
Biden. 

By leaving our resources in the 
ground and turning to places like Rus-
sia, Iran, and Venezuela for help, 
Democrats are choosing to increase en-
ergy costs and risk the national secu-
rity of American families. 

Why? All to appease far-left, radical 
activists, since they, the Democrats, 
lack the moral clarity to do what is 
right for our citizens. 

However, instead of focusing on lower 
energy costs, this administration 
thinks the most pressing energy issue 
is—wait for it—banning our gas stoves. 
That is their priority. Don’t take my 
word for it. While the administration is 
now gaslighting the American people, 
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