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This week, I am reintroducing House
Resolution 801 that recognizes violence
against women in politics is a global
phenomenon now and that more re-
search should be conducted to examine
its extent and effects in the United
States.

There is a disturbing rise of violence
against women in politics. We have all
experienced it in this Chamber. The
never-ending string of ignorant, hate-
ful, and downright threatening rhetoric
against colleagues in this room is ex-
tremely unacceptable, and it is the
same Kkind of hate that is directed
against countless women all around
the globe, especially women of color
and those with cross-cutting identities.

Madam Speaker, women have been on
the frontlines of social justice move-
ments around the world and through-
out our Nation’s history. Violence
against women in politics is a specific,
gendered phenomenon, stemming from
a resistance to increased political par-
ticipation by women intended, again,
to undermine women as political ac-
tors.

According to the ‘2018 Violence
Against Women in Politics Report” by
U.N. Women and U.N. Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights,
it says that women of color are in-
creasingly more affected by this crisis.
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A recent study by U.S. mayors found
that women mayors are more likely
than men to experience most types of
violence and abuse and indicates such
incidents are not out of the ordinary
for women in U.S. politics generally.

In honor of Women’s History Month,
I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution.

———

HONORING TINA TYUS SHAW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Tina
Tyus Shaw, who is going to be inducted
into the Georgia Association of Broad-
casters Hall of Fame this month.

Those who watch WSAV-TV in Sa-
vannah know that Ms. Shaw has been a
key part of our local news coverage
since 1992. Her 30 years of service have
brought reliable news coverage to
homes in Georgia’s First District on a
consistent basis.

Ms. Shaw is certainly not a stranger
to winning awards for her work in local
news either. She has won dozens of
awards for broadcasting, including the
National Murrow Award for Best News-
cast.

In addition to her regular broad-
casting duties, Ms. Shaw is a key play-
er in the fight against breast cancer.
She created the ‘““Buddy Check 3,” a
breast cancer detection program, which
has saved many lives thanks to early
detection.

Ms. Shaw’s commitment to her local
community and her State are a testa-
ment to her character.
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I cannot think of anyone more de-
serving of being inducted into the
Georgia Association of Broadcasters
Hall of Fame.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF SANDRA MARTIN

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate the
life of Sandra Martin, a loving mother,
wife, and leader from the great State of
Georgia.

A native of Cuthbert, Georgia, San-
dra was the class valedictorian at Ran-
dolph Junior/Senior High School in
1971.

Sandra met and married the love of
her life, John F. Martin, Sr., of
Flemington, more than 50 years ago.

She would go on to work at the Her-
itage Bank for 40 years and held many
titles, including vice president.

In addition to her career at Heritage
Bank, she was a dedicated public serv-
ant. Sandra was elected to the
Flemington City Council in 1981 and
later served as mayor of Flemington
from 1997 to 2017.

Sandra loved traveling, spending
time with her family, and was a com-
mitted member of Flemington Pres-
byterian Church.

A lifelong servant to her community,
Sandra’s impact on the State of Geor-
gia will be felt for generations to come.
She will be dearly missed.

RECOGNIZING TRACE CARTER

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize
Trace Carter, an accomplished student
golfer at Ware County High School.

Barely 2 years into his high school
career, Trace is the reigning club
champion at Okefenokee Country Club,
highly ranked by the American Junior
Golf Association, and finished as the
boys’ 14 to 15 runner-up at the Drive,
Chip, and Putt National Finals at Au-
gusta National Golf Club.

Since competing in his first tour-
nament in 2015, Trace has found tre-
mendous success, finishing second and
third the past 2 years at the Oke-
fenokee invitational. He also helped
lead Ware County High School to a re-
gion title and a top-five finish at the
State championship his freshman year.

Golf has always been an important
part of Trace’s family, as his mom and
dad both played on State championship
teams at Pierce County High School.
Chase’s grandfather, Royce Carter, my
dear friend, and one of my earliest sup-
porters, instilled in him the love of golf
at a very young age.

Madam Speaker, I congratulate
Trace on his accomplishments. I am
excited to see what he will achieve in
the years to come.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF ANNE HODNETT

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate the
life of Anne Hodnett, a loving mother,
wife, and dedicated volunteer in her
community.

A native of Henry County, Virginia,
Anne grew up during the Great Depres-
sion, the youngest of eight children.

Anne later married Roy K. Hodnett, a
veteran of World War II.
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In 1968, the Hodnetts moved to St. Si-
mons Island where Anne was an active
volunteer throughout her community.
Anne used her many talents, such as
cooking and organizing, to cultivate a
thriving community. She volunteered
at St. Simons TUnited Methodist
Church, The Gathering Place, Manna
House, MAP International, Amity
House, and the Island Players, where
she was a ‘‘life member.”’

Another passion Anne had was for
the stage. She acted in more than 30
plays and produced nearly 50 of her
own. Anne operated her own dinner
theater for several years, entertaining
tour groups with light comedies and
Lowcountry boils on their visits to the
island.

Anne will be dearly missed. Our
thoughts and prayers are with her and
her family.

——

MAGA POLITICAL PRIORITIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. POCAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POCAN. Madam Speaker, you
have probably heard the Republican
majority tell you they are laser fo-
cused on reducing costs for the average
American by lowering inflation. You
have likely heard about their alleged
quest for a smaller, less-intrusive gov-
ernment. Yup, I have heard them, too.

Well, this week in Congress clearly
shows they didn’t mean any of that. In
fact, quite the opposite.

Just yesterday, Republicans showed
their real priorities—partisan ultra-
MAGA political priorities—by consid-
ering a trans and intersex sports ban as
their opening salvo in their efforts to
undermine the rights of LGBTQ+ peo-
ple.

Here are the facts. Young people par-
ticipate in sports to be part of a team,
learn sportsmanship, and challenge
themselves. It is about friendships and
learning to work together as a team.
The GOP sports ban seeks to strip
trans girls of all ages of these opportu-
nities.

Look, there are real, pressing prob-
lems impacting women’s and girls’
sports, including sexual harassment
and assault, lack of equal resources,
and pay inequality. These are real
issues that the GOP majority is ignor-
ing.

There are pressing problems facing
kids of our Nation, including nearly
50,000 gun deaths a year, including
more than 4,700 that involve kids; but
not a peep from the Republicans in
Congress about something that is actu-
ally killing children.

Rather than addressing any of these
issues, anti-equality politicians on the
Committee on Education and the
Workforce spent their first legislative
markup this session targeting the few
trans girls and women who participate
in school sports.

When it comes to protecting women'’s
sports, we should look to leading wom-
en’s sports and gender justice organiza-
tions like the Women’s Sports Founda-
tion and the National Women’s Law
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Center. Both organizations, as well as
leading women athletes, support
transgender inclusion in sports.

Major athletic bodies such as the
International Olympic Committee and
NCAA have guidelines for the partici-
pation of transgender athletes, and
these bodies reject the type of system-
atic exclusion of transgender people
from sports that anti-LGBTQ+ politi-
cians are pushing.

This isn’t about a real problem in
this Nation. This is part of a larger co-
ordinated attack against transgender
people and the larger LGBTQ+ popu-
lation. We have seen hundreds of anti-
equality bills, many specifically tar-
geting transgender people introduced
in States across the country this year.

Unfortunately, this is about building
the personal brand of some extreme
rightwing politicians, people who
fundraise from and appeal to a small
subset of their political base, rather
than about a real problem in this coun-
try.

These bullying politicians will en-
danger the lives of trans kids for their
own political purposes, seemingly with
the support of GOP leadership.

I guess we shouldn’t be surprised. Not
one Republican in leadership called out
the comments last week by a conserv-
ative speaker at the CPAC conference
who called for the eradication of
transgender people.

This isn’t about sports. This is about
attacking trans and LGBTQ+ kids and
the extreme MAGA politics of that
issue, not the substance of just letting
kids play. That is heartless and cruel.

We will fight these attacks hard. We
will call out this dangerous dema-
goguery, and we will make sure the
public sees it for what it is—raw,
swampy politics, as usual, of the worst
kind.

There will be few pages assigned to
future chapters of ‘““‘Profiles in Cour-
age’’ for the politicians that bully kids
for their own gain. This week, that is
exactly what we saw from the majority
party in Congress, and we will expose
this opportunistic bullying.

————
NO AMERICAN IS SAFE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. STRONG) for 5 minutes.

Mr. STRONG. Madam Speaker, I rise
because no American is safe.

The United States Secretary of
Homeland Security says that the
American border is secure. The Amer-
ican people know better.

It is for these reasons I traveled to
our southern border with several of my
colleagues from the Committee on
Homeland Security. Two adults at-
tempted to climb the U.S. border fence
the day we got there. They fell and
were critically injured. American tax-
payers are paying the bill.

Hospitals are inundated with non-
U.S. citizens. They are not paying a
dime for care.

Schools and teachers are attempting
to teach students that are here unlaw-
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fully. Many don’t speak English, and
they are delaying the education of
those who do.

Illegal aliens attacked a Border Pa-
trol agent while we were there. They
are trying to Kkill American law en-
forcement agents. Under this adminis-
tration, these agents in many cases are
instructed to respond by firing pepper
balls.

Some schools are placed on lockdown
4 to 10 times a week because Border Pa-
trol agents are chasing drug dealers
and human smugglers that have
crossed the border and entered their el-
ementary and middle school campuses.

Cartel members are recruiting 11- to
14-year-old children to drive vehicles to
smuggle illegal aliens through multiple
States and counties.

Practically everyone crossing ille-
gally claims asylum. Think about it,
they are coming from Mexico, Guate-
mala, Ecuador, Colombia, Haiti, Cuba,
El Salvador, Iran, and, yes, they are
coming from China, too. They are fly-
ing, in many cases, to the southern
border to cross illegally.

Our meeting at the border port of
entry had to be delayed because a mule
tried to smuggle 70 pounds of cocaine
right in front of 12 United States Con-
gressmen.

The American people are being told
by the Secretary of Homeland Security
that our borders are secure. There is
nothing further from the truth. While
heroin, fentanyl, cocaine, marijuana,
and human smuggling are flowing into
our country at alarming rates, Amer-
ica is under attack.

The same laws in effect today were in
effect when Donald Trump was Presi-
dent of the United States of America.
You can talk about him all you want,
but tell the facts. He sent them back
and protected America.

Two weeks ago, President Trump’s
Border Patrol chief, Rodney Scott,
gave us a brief. He said the problem is
not with the laws; the problem is with
this administration because they are
not enforcing the laws that are already
on the books. It is time to return these
that are invading our country at the
southern border to the country of their
origin immediately.

On average, 300 United States men,
women, and children are dying every
day by overdose. EMTs, paramedics,
nurses, doctors, and emergency rooms
see it every day. America is under at-
tack.

On our visit to the border, we met
with Texas National Guard, United
States Homeland Security, Border Pa-
trol, Customs and Immigration, Home-
land Security Investigations, and the
Texas State Troopers.

Not one of these agencies or officials
we met with could say that the U.S.
border was secure. Not one.

Drug overdoses are a common occur-
rence in every county and city in
America. This threat to America does
not discriminate; rich, poor, Black,
White. This is not a Democratic issue,
nor is it a Republican issue. It is an
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American issue. Our country is under
attack.

No American is safe, and the Amer-
ican people deserve better.

During our trip, I was reminded that
on his first day in office, the President
terminated the emergency declaration
at the southern border and halted bor-
der wall construction.

Over the last 2 years, U.S. Customs
and Border Patrol have encountered
over 4.7 million illegal immigrants try-
ing to enter our country. That does not
include the 1.2 million that have
evaded Border Patrol. Yet, the admin-
istration tells the American people
that the border is under control.
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If our border is secure, then why over
the last 2 years has the administration
continued to send troops to our border?
That alone signals to every American
that we have a problem.

Why are they stopping border wall
construction, which is an important
first step in securing our border? I will
introduce legislation to address this
question.

My bill will resume border wall con-
struction and ensure the President can-
not withhold resources while sending
our troops to the front line. Our coun-
try is under attack.

I am proud to introduce this legisla-
tion and other measures to ensure that
if the administration expects our
troops to defend our border, then we
expect the administration to provide
every tool, resource, and means of sup-
port to each of our brave men and
women protecting our homeland secu-
rity.

My fellow Americans, our country is
under attack.

———

HONORING KEITH ABOUCHAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for 56 minutes.

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today, as I have in the past, on this
floor for Republican staffers and Demo-
cratic staffers to thank them, to thank
them for their service to the House of
Representatives, for their service to
the Congress of the United States, and
for their service to individual Members
and to leadership.

I do so again today for my friend who
was with me for approximately a quar-
ter of a century, Dr. Keith Abouchar.
He has long served as my senior policy
adviser on everything from oversight
and financial services to congressional
ethics and campaign finance.

After working with me for a few
years as a professional staff member of
the House Oversight Committee and
the Committee on House Administra-
tion, he joined my leadership staff in
2003.

He recently retired at the beginning
of this year from Federal service after
serving this institution, as I said, for
more than a quarter of a century.

Keith Abouchar, Dr. Abouchar, ac-
complished much in that time. He
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