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his team as analysis reveals untold mysteries
of our universe and as the now OSIRIS-REXx-
APEX continues towards the asteroid Apophis.
This mission is the latest in a long list of
achievements by scientists at the University of
Arizona in my home district. In fact, UA sci-
entists have collaborated in every single
American mission to the Moon and Mars since
1964, including serving as the lead on the
Phoenix Mars Mission.

The University of Arizona is involving under-
graduate and graduate students and con-
tinuing to cultivate the next generation of
STEM leaders—many of whom will be from
my home state of Arizona. | wish the OSIRIS-
REx team the best of luck in the analysis
stage of their historic mission and congratulate
them in their profound success in the first ever
return of an asteroid sample to Earth.

———

CELEBRATING THE WORK OF DR.
CLARENCE JONES

HON. RITCHIE TORRES

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2023

Mr. TORRES of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to celebrate Dr. Clarence Jones’
work on the 60th anniversary of the March on
Washington.

Sixty years ago, those words were spoken
by Dr. Martin Luther King but written by Dr.
Clarence Jones, who lived in the Bronx, and
in Riverdale, in the fateful year of 1963. The
members of the Bronx family have gathered
here today to celebrate not only a great Amer-
ican, but one of the greatest. We're here to
celebrate a man who labored and loitered be-
hind the scenes and behind the dream for the
greatest cause in American history. The cause
of equal rights, equal justice, and equal pro-
tection under the law.

As a lawyer, Clarence Jones not only prac-
ticed law, he transformed it. As a civil rights
leader, Clarence Jones not only had a dream,
he realized it and by the grace of God, he has
lived to see it.

We are in a room full of people of every
color and every creed. Black and white, Latino
and Asian, Jews, Christians, and Muslims. We
are collectively the realization of Dr. Jones’
dream. Our unity is the culmination of his life’s
work. The legacy of Dr. King and Dr. Jones
achieved nothing less than the liberation of the
people and the reconstruction of a Nation.
America has lived through two reconstructions
and its history. Whereas the first reconstruc-
tion largely failed in the hands of Jim Crow.
The second reconstruction, | believe, has
largely succeeded on the strength of the civil
rights movement. In spite of all the challenges
confronting America, despite the racism that
persists even in our own time, there can be no
denying how far we have come as a country.
How much we have overcome as a people
and how high Dr. Jones and Dr. King have lift-
ed us all.

And if anyone has any doubts about the
moral magnitude of what has been achieved
in these past 60 years, look no further than
our own city. For the first time in history, the
Speaker of the New York City Council, the
Speaker of the New York State Assembly, and
the future Speaker of the United States House
of Representatives are all African American.
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For the first time in history, the mayors of
America’s four largest cities, including New
York, are all African American. There are
1000s of elected officials, like myself, of all
races and religions who stand firmly on the
shoulders of moral giants like Dr. King and Dr.
Jones. We owe these giants a debt that we
can never repay, but it is a debt that we must
never forget. Dr. Clarence Jones was a coun-
sel and close confidant of Dr. Martin Luther
King. When Dr. King was jailed in Bir-
mingham, Alabama for protesting segregation,
it was Clarence Jones who visited Dr. King in
jail twice a day. And it was Clarence Jones
who smuggled out Dr. King’s famous Letter
from a Birmingham Jail. As a Riverdale resi-
dent, Dr. Jones played a pivotal role in co-or-
ganizing America’s greatest March and in co-
writing America’s greatest speech. Not only
did he reside in Riverdale in 1963, he ar-
ranged for Dr. King to move into his Riverdale
home in the lead up to the March on Wash-
ington and the | Have a Dream speech. The
Riverdale home of Dr. Jones came to be
known as Dr. King’s quote, “Command Post
North.” Dr. Martin Luther King and Dr. Clar-
ence Jones were both American revolution-
aries in 1963. The most powerful revolutions
in history are not only those that change the
nature of an economy or the nature of tech-
nology. The revolutions that ultimately matter
most are those that changed the hearts and
minds of a people.

Dr. King and Dr. Jones inspired a revolution
where it mattered most in the very soul of
America. That revolution of the American soul
remains with us 60 years later. Clarence
Jones remains with us 60 years later. And as
one of the few living members of Dr. King’s in-
nermost circle, Clarence Jones has been de-
scribed as the last of the lions. At age 92, Dr.
Jones shows no signs of retiring from his life-
long struggle for social justice. He presently
serves as the chair of a non-for-profit, known
as Spill the Honey, which is dedicated to
building bridges between the black community
and the Jewish community. Dr. Jones is the
product of the civil rights movement that in-
spired powerful moments of black Jewish soli-
darity. The image of Dr. Martin Luther King,
and Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, march-
ing for voting rights all the way from Selma to
Montgomery. These two men of faith in the
words of Rabbi Heschel “were praying with
their feet.” There were Jewish Americans and
African Americans who not only fought to-
gether, but also died together for the cause of
civil rights. Andrew Goodman, Michael
Schwerner, James Cheney, all were murdered
in the Mississippi Burning. The least we can
do is honor their memory with unity in our own
time. The moral lesson of history is that we
are all in this together. What matters more
than the particulars of our race and religion.
What matters more than the details of our
color and creed is something universal, our
common humanity. Upholding that common
humanity has been the life work of Clarence
Jones.

Dr. King famously said, “Injustice anywhere
is a threat to justice everywhere”. Bearing
those words in mind, a decade ago, | went to
Yad Vashem the Holocaust memorial in Israel.
| came across an unforgettable quote that has
remained with me ever since. Quote, “First the
Nazis came from the socialists, and | did not
speak out because | was not a socialist. Then
they came to the trade unions, and | did not
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speak out because | was not a trade unionist.
And then they came for the Jews, and | did
not speak up because | was not a Jew. And
then they came from me, and there was no
one left to speak for me.” Let us never forget
that we are all in this together. That we are all
bound together by shared humanity. That we
are all equal creations in the image of God.
There is no one in America who knows the
self-evident truth more deeply in his mind,
feels it more deeply in the soul, and who has
lived it more faithfully in his life for nearly a
century than Clarence Jones. So on behalf of
the people of the Bronx, | have the district
pleasure of honoring Dr. Jones’ roots in River-
dale, his role in America’s greatest March,
America’s greatest speech, and America’s
greatest moral revolution and reconstruction.

———

HONORING WILLIAM ‘““BILL’” ROOT
ON HIS 100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2023

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, today | pay trib-
ute to a local hero on his 100th birthday. Wil-
liam “Bill” Root of East Lansing, Michigan,
began serving his country in World War Il and
has never stopped, taking on various high
level governmental and advisory positions
over the course of his long and fruitful career,
and devoting his life to working for global
peace.

Born on September 20, 1923 in Boston,
Massachusetts, it's not likely that a young Bill
Root aspired to one day be named the
“Grandfather of Export Controls,” but he did
know he wanted to use his life to make his
Nation a stronger, better place. After grad-
uating from Colorado College, Bill was spurred
into action after the attack on Pearl Harbor
and joined the United States Navy. There, he
served as a radar maintenance officer in the
Pacific Theater, and upon his honorable dis-
charge from the Navy, Bill was in the first
graduating class from what is now the School
of International and Public Affairs at Columbia
University where he received his Master’'s De-
gree along with a certificate from the Russian
Institute. Around the same time, he married
the love of his life, Constance Young. Over
the course of their incredible 72 year mar-
riage, the Roots would go on to raise four chil-
dren, and those ‘“roots” have spread with
seven surviving grandchildren and seven
great-grandchildren.

Bill's first civilian job was with the Bureau of
the Budget, where he worked from 1948 to
1950, before joining the State Department
later that year. There he stayed for 33 years,
serving as an economics officer in various
United States embassies including Germany,
Denmark, and Vietnam. Root learned years
later that he was the only State Department
employee stationed in Vietnam who filed a
message protesting the U.S. invasion of Cam-
bodia using the dissent channel that was for-
mally established to communicate outside the
normal chain of command. In 1976, he be-
came director of the Office of East-West Trade
at the State Department. He resigned from
that position in 1983 in protest over inter-de-
partmental deliberations about export control
policy.
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For the last 30 years, Bill has consulted on
export controls, first from his home near
Washington, D.C., and then, virtually, from
East Lansing, Michigan, where he moved in
2015. In 1989 he co-authored the book,
“United States Export Controls,” which he up-
dated regularly through 2013 and is still today
considered the definitive volume on the issue.
In recent years he has continued to provide
expert commentary on export controls with re-
spect to China, Russia, and global issues like
the distribution of COVID—19 vaccines. At 100,
Bill is still widely regarded as a leading na-
tional expert on the topic.

Since leaving the federal government, Bill
has pursued his passion for working for world
peace by participating in the Friends Com-
mittee on National Legislation and other orga-
nizations with a global focus. For a full cen-
tury, he has lived an extraordinary life of prin-
cipled service, and continues to give back to
the Nation and global community he so intri-
cately understands and loves. As he now cele-
brates his 100th birthday, | ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating him on
this milestone and thanking him for his myriad
contributions.

———————

HONORING REVOLUTIONARY WAR
VETERANS LIEUTENANT SAM-
UEL WALDRON AND DRUMMER
ARCHIBALD ARMSTRONG AS
THEY RECEIVE PLAQUES 1IN
SALINE’S OAKWOOD CEMETERY

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2023

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Revolutionary War Veterans Lieu-
tenant Samuel Waldron and Drummer Archi-
bald Armstrong on the occasion of the laying
of a plaque in their honor at Oakwood Ceme-
tery located in Saline, Michigan by the Huron
Valley Chapter of the National Society of the
Sons of the American Revolution. Freedom is
not free, and today we pause to remember
two men who served their country during the
Revolutionary War. Their service to our Nation
at the time of its birth is worthy of commenda-
tion.

Born and raised in New Jersey, Lieutenant
Waldron first enlisted in the Continental Army
as a private in 1776. He was later promoted
to First Lieutenant in the New Jersey Militia
and served in this position for the remainder of
the war. He died in Washtenaw County, Michi-
gan in 1837 at the age of 75.

Archibald Armstrong was a native of New
York City, New York. As a 10-year-old boy, he
was taught by his father to be the drummer for
his father’'s militia company. Although the min-
imum enlistment age was 16, exceptions were
made for quality drummers. Archibald moved
to Ypsilanti, Michigan where he passed away
at the age of 82.

Both Lieutenant Waldron and Drummer
Armstrong are remembered for their honorable
military service and dedication to our Nation.
They are just a few of the native and adopted
Michiganders who fought for our country dur-
ing the revolution. It is important for us to
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honor the veterans of our community who
fought for the freedom of our Nation, a value
we continue to hold dear today. We are thank-
ful for the path these soldiers laid out for past,
present, and future Americans over two cen-
turies ago.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in celebrating the honorable men Lieu-
tenant Samuel Waldron and Drummer Archi-
bald Armstrong as they are memorialized in
Saline, Michigan. We join with Americans ev-
erywhere in extending our thanks to the Huron
Valley Chapter of the National Society of the
Sons of the American Revolution, Ypsilanti
Daughters of the American Revolution, and
the Sarah Caswell Angell DAR for their work
remembering these important men. Today and
every day, we honor the brave patriots we lost
in the fight for our independence. We are
grateful for their military service and their will-
ingness to fight for the freedom and liberty
that we enjoy today.

—————

CELEBRATING RAYMOND LOPEZ
OF THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
COUNCIL NO. 444

HON. PATRICK RYAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2023

Mr. RYAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate Mr. Raymond Lopez on being named
“Knight of the Year” by the Knights of Colum-
bus Council No. 444.

Raymond was born in New York City on
September 18, 1941. After graduating from
Harren High School, he worked in the city’s
Garment District. In 1960, Ray enlisted in the
Army and served his country honorably for
four years, one of which he served in Vietnam.

Upon returning home, Ray married the love
of his life, Gloria, on June 27, 1964. He went
on to work as a parking lot supervisor for the
Museum of Natural History and LaGuardia Air-
port. Ray then began the position of railroad
clerk for the New York City Transit Authority,
before receiving a promotion to collecting
agent on the money train.

Ray retired from the Transit Authority after
22 years of service in 1990. Ray then began
working in the Hudson Valley at New York
Stewart International Airport in New Windsor,
New York.

Ray joined the Monsignor Henry O’Carroll
Council No. 444 of the Knights of Columbus in
Newburgh, N.Y. Council No. 444 was estab-
lished on September 5, 1899, and currently
has over 150 members.

Ray quickly moved up the ranks and be-
came a third-degree knight and served Coun-
cil No. 444 as Grand Knight from 2020 to
2022. This year, Council No. 444 is honoring
Ray for his service to the Knights of Columbus
by recognizing him as “Knight of the Year.”

The Knights of Columbus Council No. 444
have worked tirelessly to support food pan-
tries, disaster relief, assistance to the home-
less in the community, vocations development,
the Special Olympics, and many more worthy
nonprofits. | am honored to recognize Ray-
mond Lopez’s many contributions he has
made to the Council and our community.
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In addition to his work at the Knight of Co-
lumbus, Ray is a dedicated husband to his
wife, Gloria, and loving father to his 2 children,
Annette and Raymond Jr. He is also the proud
grandfather of 6 grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join me in recog-
nizing the accomplishments of Raymond
Lopez. It is my privilege to rise in recognition
of his service to our country and our commu-
nity.

RECOGNIZING THE NEW AUTHOR-
ITY OF THE TENNESSEE OLD-
TIME MUSIC AND DANCE ASSO-
CIATION TO BESTOW THE TITLE
OF THE NATIONAL
BUCKDANCING CHAMPION

HON. SCOTT DesJARLAIS

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2023

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to recognize a cultural staple in Middle Ten-
nessee that has left an indelible mark on the
history of the Volunteer State for over a cen-
tury. Each year, communities across Ten-
nessee unite in celebration of the rich tradition
of rhythmic flatfoot buckdancing through the
National Buckdancing Championship.

The annual National Buckdancing Cham-
pionship has recently experienced a change of
venue, with the Tennessee Old-Time Music
and Dance Association now shouldering the
responsibility of commemorating this time-hon-
ored tradition. Through their production of the
Thomas Maupin Festival, affectionately known
as MaupinFest, in Unionville, Tennessee, the
Tennessee Old-Time Music and Dance Asso-
ciation has played a pivotal role in preserving
this significant piece of American cultural herit-
age. | want to express my heartfelt apprecia-
tion to the Uncle Dave Macon Days Associa-
tion, who diligently oversaw the National
Buckdancing Championship annually since
1986 when Congress entrusted them with this
duty, up until 2019. Since its inception in
2019, the Tennessee Old-Time Dance Asso-
ciation has organized MaupinFest and has
continued to bestow the title of National
Buckdancing Champion on behalf of Uncle
Dave Macon Days. In light of this transition in
production, the Uncle Dave Macon Days As-
sociation has expressed their desire to trans-
fer the responsibility for the National
Buckdancing Championship permanently to
the Tennessee Old-Time Music and Dance
Association.

MaupinFest aims to pay tribute to Mr.
Maupin’s dance style, which stands as the
quintessential representation of traditional
Tennessee rhythmic flatfoot buckdancing, dis-
tinct from the more common clogging. Mr,
Maupin’s old-time buckdancing style merits
preservation as a cherished Tennessee treas-
ure. Therefore, | proudly announce that hence-
forth, the title of National Old-Time
Buckdancing Champion will be conferred by
the Tennessee Old-Time Music and Dance
Association. This ensures that this historical
American art form receives the recognition it
so rightfully deserves.
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