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She became a Catholic while at Florida 

A&M College and when Ms. Mathis returned 
home to Jacksonville, Florida she joined St. 
Pius V Catholic Church. While a member of 
St. Pius, she served on several committees in-
cluding the Altar Rosary Society, the Welcome 
and Outreach, and All Saints Auxiliary. 

Ms. Mathis is also a member of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha sorority and in 2019 she became 
a Diamond member of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
having served faithfully as a member of the 
sorority for over 75 years. 

I am honored to recognize a dedicated serv-
ant to our community and the Lord, and I wish 
Ms. Mathis a wonderful 100th birthday. 

f 

SAVING AMERICA 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 20, 2023 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, Stephen Moore of the Committee to Un-
leash Prosperity provides a daily Hotline 
(steve@committeetounleashprosperity.com) 
with very informative research on economic 
issues facing American families. A very 
thoughtful analysis was distributed on Sep-
tember 18, 2023. 

‘‘House Budget Committee Chair Jody 
Arrington’s [. . . fiscal plan] won’t solve our 
financial problems—but it will stop the 
bleeding. ‘The plan reaches a balanced budg-
et in 10 years without a penny of new taxes,’ 
said Arrington. ‘We grow the economy and 
cut spending.’ 

‘‘The Democrats and Biden are hysterical 
and threatening to shut down the govern-
ment to keep the current runaway train of 
spending over the cliff. 

‘‘To get a sense of the stakes here, consider 
that the fastest growing component of the 
budget over the next decade—other than the 
Green New Deal—is interest on the . . . na-
tional debt. Interest payments, which will 
soon reach $1 trillion, will be like a Pacman 
swallowing up more and more of the entire 
budget. 

‘‘Our ace economist EJ Antoni highlights a 
troubling trend. Almost $8 trillion of low-in-
terest-rate debt will roll over at much higher 
rates. Instead of paying 2 and 3% interest on 
bonds, we will be paying close to 5% and 
maybe more if the Fed has to raise interest 
rates again. Biden has created a fine fiscal 
mess, and it will take years to get out of it. 
Arrington is right: let’s start right now.’’ 

In conclusion, God Bless our troops, who 
successfully protected America for 20 years, 
as the Global War on Terrorism continues 
moving from the Afghanistan safe haven to 
America with open Biden borders. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 175TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF WASHINGTON GAS 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 20, 2023 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 175th anniversary of Wash-
ington Gas, a leading provider of energy serv-
ices in the national capital region. 

In 1848, Congress passed, and President 
James Polk signed, an Act that chartered the 

Washington Gas Light Company, making 
Washington Gas the first congressionally char-
tered gas company in the country. Washington 
Gas was originally responsible for installing 
gas lights in the United States Capitol, the 
White House, and along Pennsylvania Avenue 
in the District of Columbia. Washington Gas 
expanded its service into Maryland and Vir-
ginia around the turn of the 20th century, and 
today provides energy to more than 1.2 million 
residential, commercial, and industrial cus-
tomers in the national capital region. 

Over the years, Washington Gas and its 
employees have supported various nonprofit, 
community, civic, and charitable organizations. 
This support has enhanced the quality of life 
for countless individuals and families in D.C., 
Maryland, and Virginia, providing millions of 
dollars for vocational training, job placements, 
and other paths to long-term employment, in-
cluding more than $500,000 in scholarships 
for underrepresented students in science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics. 

Since 2018 alone, Washington Gas’ philan-
thropic programs and initiatives have contrib-
uted more than $7 million in local support. 
This funding has advanced programs that sup-
port healthy and safe communities. 

Washington Gas employees have provided 
more than 140,000 hours of volunteer service 
since 2005 to organizations in D.C., Maryland, 
and Virginia, including the Capital Area Food 
Bank, Special Olympics DC, Healthy Babies 
Project, The Latino Student Fund, The Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Greater Washington, INROADS, 
Junior Achievement, The March of Dimes, 
YMCA of Greater Washington, A Wider Circle, 
and The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. 

This year also marks the 40th anniversary 
of the Washington Area Fuel Fund (WAFF). 
Since 1983, WAFF has provided over $33 mil-
lion to help more than 308,000 local families 
heat their homes during challenging times, no 
matter their heating source. Washington Gas 
pays all administrative fees to ensure that 
every WAFF dollar goes to a family in need. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in congratulating Washington 
Gas on its 175th anniversary and thanking 
Washington Gas for its service to its cus-
tomers and community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LOSS OF A 
GREAT EDUCATOR AND OUT-
STANDING CAREER OF DR. MAT-
THEW CAUSEY 

HON. TROY A. CARTER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 20, 2023 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate an outstanding gen-
tleman and dear friend, Dr. Matthew Causey. 
Dr. Causey departed this life on September 6, 
2023. He was born on August 5, 1943, in New 
Orleans, Louisiana to the late Helen Kelly 
Jones and Matthew Causey. For most of his 
childhood, he grew up in St. Charles Parish in 
the small town of Killona. It was there that life- 
long values were formed under the loving and 
watchful eyes of his late grandparents, Eva 
and Andrew Kelly, Sr., and his 7 aunts and 
uncles. To him, his many first cousins were 
more like brothers and sisters, and to many 
close relatives, he was known as ‘‘Snook.’’ 

Dr. Causey’s early education preparation 
culminated in his graduation from George 
Washington Carver High School in Hahnville, 
LA. Thereafter, he enrolled at Southern Uni-
versity at New Orleans (SUNO), and eventu-
ally transferred to the Baton Rouge campus, 
earning a Bachelor of Science degree in Math-
ematics Education in 1966. He began his pro-
fessional career as a math teacher in Orleans 
Parish Public Schools at Samuel S. Green 
Junior High School. 

Always yearning to learn more, Matthew 
earned a Master of Science degree in Mathe-
matics from Loyola University in New Orleans 
in 1970. Continuing his steadfast commitment 
to education, Matthew applied and was ac-
cepted into a doctoral program in mathematics 
education at the University of Houston. It was 
there that he met the love of his life, Lynette 
Smith, as they were both pursuing doctoral 
degrees. Upon completing their respective 
graduate programs, they returned to New Or-
leans. They married in 1978. Their lifelong 
love lasted 45 years and was the epitome of 
a love supreme. Their family grew to include 
2 sons with a daughter in the middle: Erik 
Matthew Causey, Lauren Lynette Causey, and 
Alan Charles Causey. 

He was an exceptional husband and father, 
as well as a true ‘‘Village Father’’ who always 
worked to help as many children as he could. 
Dr. Causey sought to advance academic ex-
cellence at SUNO by teaching, motivating, and 
inspiring his students with a love of learning. 
He rose to the rank of Associate Professor, 
served as Chair of the Mathematics and Phys-
ics Department, was Dean of the College of 
Science, and served as Associate Vice Chan-
cellor for Academic Affairs. Throughout his 
tenure, the defining principle underlying all his 
decisions was his sincere love and respect for 
the students and the university. 

His achievements were acknowledged in 
1996 when he received the Presidential Fac-
ulty Excellence Award at SUNO. After a stellar 
and impactful career, Dr. Causey retired with 
more than 40 years of service to SUNO. Dr. 
Causey’s involvement and contributions to 
education reached beyond the walls of class-
rooms and into the community. 

One of his proudest contributions is that in 
1993, he was one of three trailblazing found-
ers of the New Orleans Charter Science and 
Mathematics High School, which focused on 
enriching STEM initiatives for high school stu-
dents. That school is still in operation today. 
Dr. Causey also wrote a chapter in a book, 
entitled Called to Sankofa, which was a nar-
rative account of post-Katrina New Orleans, 
highlighting the importance of maintaining an 
education system following a disaster. His 
academic work and contribution extended to 
many professional and advocacy organiza-
tions. 

Dr. Causey was a long-time judge for the 
Regional Mathematics and Science Fair and 
was a board member of the Southwest Edu-
cational Development Laboratory. In apprecia-
tion for his involvement and contribution, he 
received numerous honors, awards, and spe-
cial recognition from peers and community or-
ganizations. He was a proud member of 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. and was active 
for years in the Gamma Rho Chapter. 

Above all, Matthew was a man of Faith and 
a dedicated member of St. Paul the Apostle 
Catholic Church. He served as a longstanding 
member of the Finance Council. For his out-
standing service to the church, in 2019 he was 
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awarded the prestigious Order of St. Louis 
Medallion by the Archdiocese of New Orleans. 
Matthew loved woodworking, photography and 
traveling; however, cooking was his favorite 
special interest. 

He looked forward to cooking family-favorite 
dishes no matter how complicated, and he 
took great joy in the entire process. An ac-
complishment Matthew was extremely proud 
of was the publication of a cookbook that con-
tained his favorite pictures and recipes. Mat-
thew met life’s challenges with strength, humil-
ity, and Faith. Matthew’s kindness, gentleness 
and unassuming nature defined him, as he 
showed love to all he encountered. He had a 
calm demeanor and was spirit-filled. 

Matthew was a loving husband, father, 
grandfather, uncle, cousin, and friend. He 
loved to learn, to laugh, to talk and to listen. 
He loved life and was just so easy to love. 
Matthew leaves to celebrate and cherish his 
life and legacy, his beloved wife of 45 years, 
Dr. Lynette Smith Causey; his devoted and 
adoring children: son, Erik Matthew Causey 
(Mowele), Arlington, VA; daughter, Dr. Lauren 
Lynette Causey, Thousand Oaks, CA; son, Lt. 
Col. Alan Charles Causey (Traci), Ft. Johnson, 
LA; his precious grandsons, Andrew, Cyril, 
and Gabriel Causey; his brother, Arthur Kelly 
Jones; his sister, Dianne Jones Smith; his 
aunt, Carol Pearson; his brother-in-law, Kevin 
J. Smith; his sister-in law, Ruth Evans Jones; 
a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, close rel-
atives, and very special family friends. He was 
preceded in death by his mother, Helen Kelly 
Jones, his father Matthew Causey, and his 
brothers, Warren J. Jones, and Lionel Jones. 

The Students of Southern University of New 
Orleans and New Orleans Charter Science 
and Mathematics High School are eternally 
grateful for the vision, guidance, and leader-
ship of Dr. Causey. He will be forever remem-
bered for all his contributions to advancing 
their education. 
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HONORING EVER-GREEN ENERGY 
AND DISTRICT ENERGY ST. PAUL 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 20, 2023 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate two anniversary celebrations. 
This month, District Energy of Saint Paul will 
mark its 40th anniversary, and its subsidiary 
Ever-Green Energy, will mark its 25th year of 
providing heating and cooling to downtown 
Saint Paul and the nearby West Side neigh-
borhood. For years, these organizations have 
demonstrated a path to sustainable energy de-
ployment by heating and cooling hundreds of 
buildings, from homes to hotels, offices to 
sports venues, and more. Their deep knowl-
edge of energy system management has al-
lowed them to promote energy conservation 
and dependable heating and cooling services 
to their customers and—just as important—a 
path forward on a climate-resilient future. 

Founded in 1983 as a public-private partner-
ship, the nonprofit District Energy works with 
the City of Saint Paul, the Saint Paul Port Au-
thority, and local business leaders to benefit 
our community. District Energy manages the 
largest hot water district system in North 
America, featuring biomass-fired cogeneration, 

thermal storage, and solar thermal technology, 
sending hot water and chilled water through-
out their network of over 200 buildings, includ-
ing commercial, light industrial, and residential 
areas. This approach, which is rare in the 
United States, was championed by Saint Paul 
Mayor George Latimer, as a cleaner and more 
price-stable alternative to natural gas during 
the 1970s oil crisis. 

In addition to excellent service, District En-
ergy provides great value and exemplary en-
ergy efficiency. In 2011, District Energy 
launched the largest solar hot water installa-
tion in the country, and in 2019, they ended 
their use of coal. By 2050, they plan to 
achieve carbon neutrality by reducing their 
greenhouse gas emissions by 7 percent annu-
ally. Even the United Nations has taken note, 
recognizing District Energy as 1 of just 3 
American systems achieving global standards 
for best practices. Now, District Energy cus-
tomers pay less for energy today than they did 
40 years ago. 

Ever-Green Energy was founded in 1998, 
as a for-profit subsidiary of the nonprofit Dis-
trict Energy. Ever-Green Energy brings District 
Energy’s expertise to not only the manage-
ment of their operations but also allows other 
communities to employ their expertise by hir-
ing them as consultants for new renewable 
energy projects. Ever-Green Energy manages 
10 utility systems, assists communities in de-
veloping plans to meet their climate and car-
bon reduction goals, helps optimize energy 
systems, and more. In addition to being good 
for the planet this strategy is good for the resi-
dents of Saint Paul who enjoy low rates offset 
by the consulting revenue that subsidizes 
Ever-Green Energy’s local operations. 

Throughout their years of operation, District 
Energy and Ever-Green Energy have dem-
onstrated a spirit of innovation and relentless 
progress combined with true expertise and 
sound management. Their operations have 
won praise from all over the world as well as 
the appreciation of our entire Saint Paul com-
munity. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating 
the anniversary of 2 organizations that not 
only provide heating and cooling for so many 
in Saint Paul but also help the rest of the 
world to become a little greener. 
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HONORING THE HEROISM AND 
COURAGEOUS MILITARY SERV-
ICE OF HASKEL JOE HILL 

HON. DIANA HARSHBARGER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 20, 2023 

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Vietnam Era veteran and Pur-
ple Heart Recipient, Haskel Joe Hill (1947 
through 2022) for his distinguished service in 
the U.S. Army. Hailing from Harriman, Ten-
nessee, Haskel Hill served in the Army from 
October 1964 to October 1973. He fought in 
Vietnam and was captured by enemy troops, 
being held as a prisoner of war. His bravery 
and heroism during the conflict and throughout 
his capture earned him the Purple Heart. 

Haskel Hill also received the Republic of 
Vietnam Gallantry Cross, awarded to him by 
the former government of South Vietnam, in 
recognition of his valor in combat with the 

enemy. While he safely returned to America, 
he passed away due to complications resulting 
from exposure to Agent Orange during the 
conflict. Haskel Hill is survived by his proud 
daughters, Ida L. Hendrix of Jacksonville, Flor-
ida, Helana J. Cormier of Green Cove 
Springs, Florida, and Alice Hill of Kingsport, 
Tennessee. Vietnam Era veterans and their 
surviving family members deserve our deepest 
gratitude for their service and sacrifice, and it 
is long past due. 

Please join me in remembering American 
hero and patriot, Haskel Hill for his strength, 
courage, and bravery. We are eternally grate-
ful to him and his valiant military service to our 
great country. 

f 

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF POLLACK INVEST-
MENTS 

HON. ANDY BIGGS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 20, 2023 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, today I recognize 
the legacy of service and leadership of Mi-
chael Pollack, a resident of Arizona’s 5th Con-
gressional District, and I join him in celebrating 
his 50th year of business as the President and 
Founder of Pollack Investments. 

Pollack Investments specializes in commer-
cial restoration and renovation projects, spe-
cifically long-term investments in shopping 
centers and other multi-tenant locations. In his 
industry, many developers will look at a prop-
erty that has fallen into disrepair and only see 
a building ripe for demolition. But, in his own 
words, Michael sees ‘‘each real estate project 
as an opportunity to enhance the fabric of Ari-
zona’s cities, one development at a time.’’ 

That’s not just a catchy line. After renewing 
these properties to their full potential, Michael 
insists that they are held for many years— 
even multiple decades—to ensure the long- 
term success of their surrounding neighbor-
hoods. Michael’s foresight and unique under-
standing of market trends have allowed him to 
transform Pollack Investments into a major 
driver of economic development across the 
Phoenix metro area, and what began with Mi-
chael building a single home in 1973 has 
grown into a staggering portfolio, with com-
mercial real estate assets totaling in the tens- 
of-millions of square feet. 

Michael’s expertise has allowed for success 
where others have fallen short, remaining prof-
itable even in the most difficult of economic 
times. And it’s in these times that Michael’s 
character has shown through. Whether refus-
ing to take advantage of those affected by the 
housing crash and economic downturn or 
working with tenants to make it through the 
uncertainty of the COVID era without closing 
their doors, Michael has always remained fo-
cused on protecting the overall economic and 
social health of our cities and their residents. 
In this mission, I’m certain of his continued 
success. 

More importantly, however, Michael’s legacy 
extends far past his business. His same pas-
sion for revitalization has allowed entire com-
munities to start fresh by bringing in new de-
velopment and jobs has also given hope to in-
dividuals and organizations through his philan-
thropy and deep community involvement. One 
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