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In addition to his courageous public service, 

he was also a proud veteran of the United 
States Navy. Of all the honorable titles that 
have been etched into history beside his 
name, Don’s most cherished were husband, 
father, grandfather and friend. Thanks to our 
longtime friendship in the U.S. House, Don 
later introduced me to my beautiful Tennessee 
bride, Cynthia. He and his First Lady Martha 
graciously hosted our wedding at the Gov-
ernor’s mansion in 1999, remaining constant 
friends all the while. It is for his dedicated 
friendship and partnership in public service 
that I shall be eternally grateful. My wife Cyn-
thia and I offer our heartfelt sympathy and 
prayers to the entire Sundquist family and the 
people of Tennessee. 
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HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF MONTEREY-SALINAS 
TRANSIT 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 18, 2023 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I have the dis-
tinct honor and privilege of representing Cali-
fornia’s 19th Congressional District and on be-
half of all the residents of the Central Coast, 
I would like to commend to my colleagues’ at-
tention to the 50th Anniversary of Monterey- 
Salinas Transit District (MST) for providing 
mobility services to the residents of Monterey 
County. 

The Monterey Peninsula Public Transit Sys-
tem Joint Powers Agency was formed by the 
cities of Carmel, Del Rey Oaks, Monterey, Pa-
cific Grove, Seaside, and Monterey County on 
October 1, 1972, and began providing service 
on September 26, 1973. As the predecessor 
of Monterey-Salinas Transit, it served the 
Monterey Peninsula area, and later expanded 
to provide service to the cities of Marina, Sali-
nas, and Watsonville. With the formation of 
the Monterey-Salinas Transit District on July 1, 
2010, MST has served as much as one-fifth of 
the coastline of California from San Jose in 
the north to Paso Robles in the south at 1,300 
bus stops in 25 communities throughout Mon-
terey, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, and San Luis 
Obispo Counties. 

Through the foresight of the MST board 
members and the ongoing support of the fed-
eral government, transit service in the Mon-
terey Bay region is consistently at the forefront 
of technology and innovation, with annual rid-
ership reaching as high as 5 million pas-
sengers on traditional fixed-route buses as 
well as Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
paratransit minibus service for disabled cus-
tomers, the popular MST Trolley system for 
visitors, ‘‘MST OnCall’’ demand response 
services in south Monterey County, and the 
JAZZ Bus Rapid Transit system. In 2014, with 
73 percent voter support, MST became the 
first public agency in Monterey County to pass 
a countywide local funding initiative known as 
Measure Q to support the mobility needs of 
veterans, seniors, and persons with disabil-
ities. MST was also the first transit operator in 
the country to finance and construct a bus op-
erations and maintenance facility utilizing the 
federal Build America Bureau—Rural Initiative 
program, and the first transit operator to imple-
ment an open-loop, contactless payment sys-

tem that provides discounted fares to eligible 
customers. 

Now for the second half of its first century 
of operation, MST is moving forward with a 
slate of new projects and initiatives to support 
their vision of connecting communities, cre-
ating opportunity and being kind to our planet. 
These include the implementation of the Better 
Bus Network, the outcome of a yearlong plan-
ning effort that will provide the residents of 
Monterey County with faster, more direct con-
nections to work, school, shopping and med-
ical appointments. The proposed MST SURF! 
Busway and Bus Rapid Transit will extend the 
existing JAZZ BRT system 6.5 miles north 
from Sand City to Marina utilizing bus-only 
lanes and zero emission vehicles to improving 
access and opportunities for connections to 
jobs on the Monterey Peninsula, recreational 
activities and easy access to educational op-
portunities including nearby California State 
University, Monterey Bay. Finally, MST is put-
ting rolling stock and infrastructure in place 
today that includes enroute inductive charging 
stations, designing micro-grid technologies, 
and procuring battery electric buses as it 
moves to transition to a fleet of 162 buses to 
planet-friendly 100 percent zero-emission 
buses powered from renewable sources. 

In addition, MST is at the forefront of forging 
partnerships with local stakeholders to expand 
public transit options throughout the commu-
nity. This past year, MST celebrated 30 years 
of partnership with the City of Monterey and 
Monterey Bay Aquarium in providing fast, fun, 
and free transit services to visitors and resi-
dents alike reducing visitor related traffic con-
gestion, lowering greenhouse gas emissions, 
and reducing microplastics from vehicles trav-
eling adjacent to the Monterey Bay Marine 
Sanctuary. MST’s partnerships also extend to 
local colleges, with a EcoSmart Pass program 
with California State University-Monterey Bay 
Hartnell Community College, and Monterey 
Peninsula Colleges, discount pass programs 
available to all Monterey County school dis-
tricts. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to commend the 
Monterey-Salinas Transit District for providing 
50 years of exemplary public service to the 
Central Coast and ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to wish them well 
on the next 50 years. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, Sep-
tember 19, 2023 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

SEPTEMBER 20 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine artificial in-

telligence in financial services. 
SD–538 

Committee on the Budget 
To hold hearings to examine public in-

vestment. 
SD–608 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Rebecca Kelly Slaughter, of 
Maryland, Melissa Holyoak, of Utah, 
and Andrew N. Ferguson, of Virginia, 
each to be a Federal Trade Commis-
sioner, and Douglas Dziak, of Virginia, 
to be a Commissioner of the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission. 

SR–253 
10:45 a.m. 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
Business meeting to consider the nomi-

nations of James C. O’Brien, of Ne-
braska, to be an Assistant Secretary 
(European and Eurasian Affairs), Den-
nis B. Hankins, of Minnesota, to be 
Ambassador to the Republic of Haiti, 
Nathalie Rayes, of Massachusetts, to 
be Ambassador to the Republic of Cro-
atia, and Tobin John Bradley, of Cali-
fornia, to be Ambassador to the Repub-
lic of Guatemala, all of the Department 
of State, and other pending nomina-
tions. 

S–116 
2 p.m. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs 

Subcommittee on Economic Policy 
To hold hearings to examine child care 

since the pandemic, focusing on macro-
economic impacts of public policy 
measures. 

SD–538 
Commission on Security and Cooperation 

in Europe 
To hold hearings to examine Putin’s per-

sonal prisoner Vladimir Kara-Murza. 
RHOB–2200 

2:15 p.m. 
Joint Economic Committee 

To hold hearings to examine growing the 
economy of the future, focusing on job 
training for the clean energy transi-
tion. 

SH–216 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources 

Subcommittee on Water and Power 
To hold hearings to examine drought im-

pacts on drinking water access and 
water availability. 

SD–366 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
Subcommittee on Fisheries, Water, and 

Wildlife 
To hold hearings to examine drinking 

water infrastructure and tribal com-
munities. 

SD–406 
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2:45 p.m. 

Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Federal Courts, Over-

sight, Agency Action, and Federal 
Rights 

To hold hearings to examine restoring 
transparency and accountability in the 
accommodation process. 

SD–226 
3:30 p.m. 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine improving 

mental health and suicide prevention 
measures for our Nation’s veterans. 

SR–418 

SEPTEMBER 21 

9 a.m. 
Special Committee on Aging 

To hold hearings to examine ensuring ac-
cessible government technology for 
people with disabilities, older adults, 
and veterans. 

SD–106 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources 

Business meeting to consider S. 384, to 
establish the Springfield 1908 Race Riot 
National Monument in the State of Il-
linois, S. 432, to amend the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act to designate the 
Nulhegan River and Paul Stream in the 
State of Vermont for potential addi-
tion to the national wild and scenic 
rivers system, S. 507, to establish the 
Ralph David Abernathy, Sr., National 
Historic Site, S. 594, to require the Sec-
retary of Agriculture and the Sec-
retary of the Interior to prioritize the 
completion of the Continental Divide 
National Scenic Trail, S. 608, to amend 
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to di-
rect the Secretary of the Interior to 
conduct a study of the Deerfield River 
for potential addition to the national 
wild and scenic rivers system, S. 636, to 
establish the Dolores River National 
Conservation Area and the Dolores 
River Special Management Area in the 
State of Colorado, to protect private 
water rights in the State, S. 912, to re-
quire the Secretary of Energy to pro-
vide technology grants to strengthen 
domestic mining education, S. 924, to 
amend the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 
Development Act to extend the Chesa-
peake and Ohio Canal National Histor-
ical Park Commission, S. 961, to redes-
ignate the Salem Maritime National 
Historic Site in Salem, Massachusetts, 
as the ‘‘Salem Maritime National His-
toric Park’’, S. 1015, to require the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to convey the 
Pleasant Valley Ranger District Ad-
ministrative Site to Gila County, Ari-
zona, S. 1059, to adjust the boundary of 
Big Bend National Park in the State of 
Texas, S. 1088, to authorize the relin-
quishment and in lieu selection of land 
and minerals in the State of North Da-
kota, to restore land and minerals to 
Indian Tribes within the State of North 
Dakota, S. 1097, to establish the Cesar 
E. Chavez and the Farmworker Move-
ment National Historical Park in the 

States of California and Arizona, S. 
1254, to designate and expand wilder-
ness areas in Olympic National Forest 
in the State of Washington, and to des-
ignate certain rivers in Olympic Na-
tional Forest and Olympic National 
Park as wild and scenic rivers, S. 1277, 
to modify the boundary of the Mam-
moth Cave National Park in the State 
of Kentucky, S. 1405, to provide for the 
exchange of certain Federal land and 
State land in the State of Utah, S. 1521, 
to amend the Federal Power Act to 
modernize and improve the licensing of 
non-Federal hydropower projects, S. 
1634, to provide for the designation of 
certain wilderness areas, recreation 
management areas, and conservation 
areas in the State of Colorado, S. 1657, 
to authorize the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to convey certain land to La Paz 
County, Arizona, S. 1760, to amend the 
Apex Project, Nevada Land Transfer 
and Authorization Act of 1989 to in-
clude the city of North Las Vegas, Ne-
vada, and the Apex Industrial Park 
Owners Association, S. 2018, to require 
the Secretary of the Interior to con-
duct an assessment to identify loca-
tions in National Parks in which there 
is the greatest need for broadband 
internet access service and areas in Na-
tional Parks in which there is the 
greatest need for cellular service, S. 
2020, to amend the Oregon Resource 
Conservation Act of 1996 to reauthorize 
the Deschutes River Conservancy 
Working Group, S. 2042, to amend the 
Sloan Canyon National Conservation 
Area Act to adjust the boundary of the 
Sloan Canyon National Conservation 
Area, S. 2136, to require the Secretary 
of the Interior and the Secretary of Ag-
riculture to convey certain Federal 
land to the State of Utah for inclusion 
in certain State parks, S. 2149, to sus-
tain economic development and rec-
reational use of National Forest Sys-
tem land in the State of Montana, to 
add certain land to the National Wil-
derness Preservation System, to des-
ignate new areas for recreation, and S. 
2216, to release from wilderness study 
area designation certain land in the 
State of Montana, to improve the man-
agement of that land. 

SD–366 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
Business meeting to consider S. 1573, to 

reauthorize the Prematurity Research 
Expansion and Education for Mothers 
who deliver Infants Early Act, S. 2415, 
to amend title III of the Public Health 
Service Act to reauthorize Federal sup-
port of States in their work to save and 
sustain the health of mothers during 
pregnancy, childbirth, and the 
postpartum period, to eliminate dis-
parities in maternal health outcomes 
for pregnancy-related and pregnancy- 
associated deaths, to identify solutions 
to improve health care quality and 
health outcomes for mothers, S. 1624, 
to require certain civil penalties to be 
transferred to a fund through which 

amounts are made available for the 
Gabriella Miller Kids First Pediatric 
Research Program at the National In-
stitutes of Health, an original bill enti-
tled, ‘‘Bipartisan Primary Care and 
Health Workforce Act’’, and other 
pending calendar business. 

SD–430 
Committee on the Judiciary 

Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Richard E.N. Federico, of 
Kansas, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Tenth Circuit, Joshua 
Paul Kolar, of Indiana, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Seventh 
Circuit, Jeffrey M. Bryan, to be United 
States District Judge for the District 
of Minnesota, Eumi K. Lee, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Northern District of California, and 
Deborah Robinson, of New Jersey, to be 
Intellectual Property Enforcement Co-
ordinator, Executive Office of the 
President. 

SH–216 
11 a.m. 

Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Thomas G. Day, of Virginia, to 
be a Commissioner of the Postal Regu-
latory Commission, and Katherine E. 
Oler, Judith E. Pipe, and Charles J. 
Willoughby, Jr., each to be an Asso-
ciate Judge of the Superior Court of 
the District of Columbia. 

SD–562 

SEPTEMBER 27 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

the General Services Administration, 
focusing on examining the Federal real 
estate portfolio. 

SD–406 

SEPTEMBER 28 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Derek H. Chollet, of Nebraska, 
to be Under Secretary for Policy, and 
Cara L. Abercrombie, of Virginia, to be 
an Assistant Secretary, both of the De-
partment of Defense. 

SD–G50 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Environment and Public 
Works 

Subcommittee on Chemical Safety, Waste 
Management, Environmental Justice, 
and Regulatory Oversight 

To hold hearings to examine solutions to 
address beverage container waste. 

SD–406 

CANCELLATIONS 
SEPTEMBER 20 

2:30 p.m. 
Select Committee on Intelligence 

To receive a closed briefing on certain 
intelligence matters. 

SH–219 
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