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This team serves as a bridge that connects 

Indonesian culture with neighboring commu-
nities, offering a wide array of resources. They 
have established a food pantry to address 
food insecurity within the Indonesian Commu-
nity and provide support for career building, 
particularly for those affected by the pan-
demic, thereby promoting economic mobility in 
New Hampshire. Additionally, they offer docu-
ment translation services to help community 
members navigate in-person, virtual, and 
phone interactions, enhancing English lan-
guage proficiency. The ICC is not only com-
mitted to sharing its culture externally but also 
nurturing cultural enrichment for children and 
serving as a hub of resources for stake-
holders, including the local government and 
valued collaborators in Indonesia. 

On behalf of my constituents in New Hamp-
shire’s First Congressional District I extend my 
warmest congratulations and heartfelt thanks 
to the passionate volunteers at ICC, both in 
New Hampshire and Indonesia for a decade of 
work that embodies the spirit of collaboration 
and teamwork that we deeply value in New 
Hampshire. I wholeheartedly appreciate the 
heartfelt work of this team in fostering the rich 
tapestry of Indonesian culture over the past 10 
years. As the representative privileged to 
serve the home base of the Indonesian Com-
munity Connect in Congress, I eagerly antici-
pate witnessing the continued success of this 
celebration in the years to come. 

f 

FLORIDA’S 16TH CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT FIRE AND RESCUE 
EMS AWARDS 

HON. VERN BUCHANAN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2023 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize fire, rescue and EMS personnel 
who have provided distinguished service to 
the people of Florida’s 16th Congressional 
District. 

First responders, fire departments and 
emergency medical service teams are sum-
moned on short notice to serve their respec-
tive communities. Oftentimes, they arrive at 
scenes of great adversity and trauma, to 
which they reliably bring strength and 
composure. These brave men and women 
spend hundreds of hours in training so that 
they are prepared when they get ‘‘the call.’’ 

Eleven years ago, I established the 16th 
District Congressional Fire and Rescue and 
EMS Awards to honor our first responders for 
outstanding achievement. 

On behalf of the people of Florida’s 16th 
District, it is my privilege to congratulate the 
following winners, who were selected this year 
by an independent committee comprised of a 
cross section of current and retired fire and 
rescue personnel living in the district. 

Above and Beyond the Call of Duty Award: 
Charge Paramedic Jacqueline Wright of Man-
atee County EMS. Lieutenant Derek Foss of 
Southern Manatee Fire Rescue. Support Spe-
cialist Christopher Underwood and Support 
Specialist Adam Green of Manatee County 
Search and Rescue. 

Dedication & Professionalism Award: Fire 
Marshall Rodney Kwiatkowski of West Man-
atee Fire Department. Captain Norman Brown 

of the Hillsborough County Fire Department. 
Assistant Chief Sean Dwyer of Manatee Coun-
ty EMS. Lieutenant Lionel Harrison of the City 
of Bradenton Fire Department. 

Career Service Award: Battalion Chief David 
Foxall of the City of Bradenton Fire Depart-
ment. Chaplin James Martin and Fire Commis-
sioner Ed Stevens of the Parrish Fire District. 

Preservation of Life Award: Chief Jared 
Leggett, Deputy Chief John Elwood, Captain 
Sheena Leggett, Captain Chris Krier, Captain 
Hollister Robinson, Captain Nicholas Reis, 
Sergeant Elizabeth Alvarez, Captain Joey 
Spinks, Corporal Harry White, Rescue Techni-
cian Matt Snell, Rescue Technician Nik Mar-
tinez, Rescue Technician Ebson Parrish, Res-
cue Technician Terry Olsen, Rescue Techni-
cian Rachel Swim, Rescue Technician Joseph 
Hoffman, Rescue Technician Ben Watts, Res-
cue Technician Chiara Simeoni, Rescue Tech-
nician Evan Gibbs, Rescue Technician Chris-
topher Rodriguez, Rescue Technician A.J. 
Kwiatkowski, Civilian Pilot Garrett Mitchell, K9 
Kaido, K9 Taz, K9 Alpha and K9 Karma of 
Manatee County Search and Rescue. 

Unit Citation Award: District Chief Zach Mol-
nar, Charge Paramedic Brandon Craig, EMT 
Anthony Tino, Charge Paramedic Jill Kinghorn 
of Manatee County EMS. Firefighter Aaron 
Wright, Firefighter/Engineer Brandon Beals of 
the City of Bradenton Fire Department. Officer 
Jason Rhind of the Bradenton Police Depart-
ment. Engineer Daniel Lane, Firefighter Mi-
chael Kish, Firefighter Ben Guth, Lieutenant 
Chad Gamble, Firefighter Jordan Rogers, Fire-
fighter Brian Perdue, Lieutenant Eric Hoying, 
Firefighter Kyle Powers, Firefighter Bret 
Kanapux, and Battalion Chief Kyle Taylor of 
East Manatee Fire Rescue. Medical Director 
David Nonell, Assistant Chief Sean Dwyer, 
District Chief Bradley Hughes, Registered 
Nurse Brie Spuck, Advanced Practice Reg-
istered Nurse Shannon Shanks, Social Worker 
Sonia Shuhart, Outreach Case Manager Angie 
Sciarrone, Community Health Worker Meghan 
Carr, Community Paramedic Aaron 
Fullenwider, Community Paramedic Ashley 
Robinson and Resource Coordinator Vanessa 
MargrafBrenn of Manatee County EMS. 
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WELLSTON 150TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2023 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I rise to cel-
ebrate the 150th Anniversary of the Village of 
Wellston, Ohio. Since its founding in 1873, the 
Village of Wellston has been an important in-
dustrial and historical center of Southeast 
Ohio for nearly 2 centuries. 

Harvey Wells, a Civil War veteran and Ohio 
native, used part of his Jackson County prop-
erty to establish Wellston. Wellston was offi-
cially incorporated as a Village in 1876 with 
the hopes of being the ‘‘New Pittsburgh of the 
West.’’ 

With the construction of numerous blast fur-
naces, the Village of Wellston solidified itself 
as an important industrial and mining town in 
Southern Ohio. Wellston also played an impor-
tant role in the Underground Railroad system 
acting as one of the first stops in the North 
and became the settling point for several freed 
slaves. 

Throughout its history, the Village of 
Wellston has been a beacon of prosperity and 
freedom for Southern Ohio, and I am honored 
to represent a town with such a rich history 
and strong sense of community. 

Again, I want to congratulate the Village of 
Wellston on celebrating its 150th Anniversary 
and recognize their importance to Jackson 
County and all of Southern Ohio. May they 
continue to prosper over the centuries to 
come. 

f 

SCHREINER UNIVERSITY 100TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. CHIP ROY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2023 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to cele-
brate the 100th birthday of Schreiner Univer-
sity in Kerrville, TX. A generous donation of 
land and finances by Captain Charles 
Schreiner in 1917 made this possible. He 
served with distinction in the Texas Rangers. 

Capt. Schreiner outlined his vision for the 
Institute as ‘‘facilities for high grade instruction 
and military training for boys and young men 
as preparation for college and university 
work.’’ 

James J. Delaney served as the first presi-
dent of Schreiner Institute. From the begin-
ning, it has been committed to the Reformed 
tradition of the Presbyterian Church. 

The first class of female students was ad-
mitted during World War II. Formal military 
training ended in 1971, and the Institute be-
came fully coeducational. 

In the year 2000, Schreiner’s governing 
board voted to change the school’s name to 
Schreiner University. The years immediately 
following the name change saw various ren-
ovations and new buildings take shape on 
campus. 

Online classes started in 2014 and have ex-
panded since then, now including a full online 
master’s program. Recently, Schreiner intro-
duced their Military Academy Preparatory 
School to provide paths for students into mili-
tary service. 

In its 100th year, Schreiner University is 
proud to bring back a pastime from its early 
days, football. Other sport disciplines for stu-
dents include soccer, wrestling, equestrian, 
shooting sports, and tennis. 

Today, Schreiner University president Char-
lie McCormick oversees a campus that offers 
over 30 different degree options. I am proud 
that the Hill Country is home to a university 
the caliber of Schreiner. Congratulations on 
100 years of helping students achieve more. 

f 

REMEMBERING SERGEANT JOHN 
EDWARD DINGMAN 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2023 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and remember the life of United States 
Marine Corps Sergeant John Edward 
Dingman. 

John Dingman was born on September 2, 
1950, in Chatham, New York. He attended 
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Maple Hill High School before enlisting with 
the United States Marine Corps in August 
1969. Sergeant Dingman served bravely in the 
Vietnam War as a Special Radio Operator 
from 1969 to 1973. Upon his honorable dis-
charge, he earned the National Defense Serv-
ice Medal and the Good Conduct Medal. 

Returning to civilian life, Sergeant Dingman 
began a 40-year career with General Electric 
Plastics in Selkirk, New York. He and his wife 
Linda Jewett Dingman were married on Octo-
ber 8, 1983. The couple raised their 3 chil-
dren—Beth, Jason, and Melanie—together in 
Rensselaer County. Family always came first 
for Sergeant Dingman as a father, a grand-
father, and eventually a great-grandfather. 

Sergeant Dingman was a lifelong and avid 
outdoorsman. He enjoyed hunting, fishing, and 
camping in the wilderness, and shared his ex-
pertise with his community as a fish and game 
instructor. His ideal getaway was the Adiron-
dack Gateway RV Resort. A member of the 
National Rifle Association, Sergeant Dingman 
also taught rifle classes and bow-hunting 
courses. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st Congressional 
District, I am honored to recognize the life of 
Sergeant John E. Dingman; a soldier, a men-
tor, and a family man. 

f 

HONORING THE PROMOTORES Y 
PROMOTORAS OF LATINO 
HEALTH ACCESS 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 12, 2023 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the achievements of Latino Health Ac-
cess, an organization that works tirelessly to 
uplift communities, promote health equity, and 
create sustainable change. 

Latino Health Access (LHA) has dem-
onstrated an unwavering commitment to these 
ideals through its mission, which partners with 
communities to aid through education, serv-
ices, consciousness-raising, and civic partici-
pation. 

Latino Health Access’s mission is multi-
faceted, encompassing the delivery of cul-
turally appropriate health-related services and 
programming to address pressing health con-
cerns, as well as engaging individuals in low- 
income, low-opportunity areas to transform 
their environments and effect positive, con-
crete changes in their homes and commu-
nities. 

Since its establishment in 1993, Latino 
Health Access has been a trailblazer in the 
field of public health by pioneering the 
Promotor de Salud/Community Health Worker 
(CHW) model in the United States, recog-
nizing the potential of individuals from within 
communities to advocate for better health and 
living conditions. 

The Promotores y Promotoras, who are in-
tegral to the Latino Health Access approach, 
are community members themselves, living 
within the very neighborhoods they serve, and 
are dedicated to promoting, connecting, and 
linking their communities with vital health serv-
ices while also advocating at local, county, 
and state levels for policies that enhance over-
all living conditions. 

Today, equity lies at the heart of the 
Promotor Model, which contributes to building 

healthier and more resilient communities by 
providing systems navigation services, sur-
mounting barriers to access, and amplifying 
community leadership and participation, while 
simultaneously advocating for policy, systems, 
and environmental changes that address the 
social determinants of health. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
the profound impact of Latino Health Access 
and its Promoter Model. 

f 

HONORING GAYE THERESA 
LEBARON 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2023 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mister 
Speaker, I rise today along with my colleague 
Congressman JARED HUFFMAN to honor Gaye 
Theresa LeBaron in celebration of her out-
standing career as a journalist, teacher, author 
and historian. 

Born in the town of Scotia, California, in 
1935, Mrs. LeBaron moved to Boyes Hots 
Springs in Sonoma County when she was 14 
years old. She attended Santa Rosa Junior 
College before transferring to the University of 
California, Berkeley to pursue a bachelor’s de-
gree in English and History. 

Her illustrious career as an historian and 
human-interest columnist at the Press Demo-
crat in Santa Rosa, California, began in 1955 
when she became an intern. During her 65 
years with the Press Democrat as a reporter 
and later columnist, she wrote 8,500 columns, 
married her late husband John LeBaron and 
had her 2 children, Suzanne and Tony. Mrs. 
LeBaron has since gifted her research notes, 
correspondence, memoirs, unpublished docu-
ments, newspaper clippings and photographs 
to Sonoma State University. Students and the 
public enjoy access to the Gaye LeBaron Col-
lection. 

Mrs. LeBaron has a deep love of Sonoma 
County history. She told our county’s story as 
a lecturer at the Santa Rosa Junior College for 
35 years as well as at Sonoma State Univer-
sity’s Osher Lifelong Learning Institute. She 
has written 3 books on the history of Santa 
Rosa: Santa Rosa: A Nineteenth Century 
Town, Santa Rosa: A Twentieth Century 
Town, and The Wonder Seekers of 
Fountaingrove. Mrs. LeBaron also served on 
the Sonoma County Museum Leadership 
Council, further dedicating herself to the his-
tory of Sonoma County. Now her permanent 
exhibit at the museum, Sonoma County Sto-
ries, will ensure future generations can experi-
ence her life’s work. 

Widely renowned in our community, Mrs. 
LeBaron received the Representative Mike 
Thompson Sonoma County Woman of the 
Year Award in 2016, an Honorary Doctorate of 
Letters from Sonoma State University and a 
President’s Medallion from the Santa Rosa 
Junior College Foundation. 

Mr. Speaker, it is evident that Mrs. LeBaron 
has dedicated her life to the people of 
Sonoma County through her writing, teaching 
and service. 

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF 
THOMAS ROY BIRKENSTOCK 

HON. PAT FALLON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2023 

Mr. FALLON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the life and service of Mr. 
Thomas ‘‘Tom’’ Roy Birkenstock of Burlington, 
Iowa, who passed away on August 15, 2023. 

Mr. Birkenstock was born on July 16, 1944, 
in Burlington, Iowa to Roy George and Mar-
jorie Maude Holsteen Birkenstock. A lifelong 
farmer, he graduated from Iowa State Univer-
sity in 1966 with a degree in Animal Science. 
Mr. Birkenstock also served 6 years in the Na-
tional Guard. He married Sue Ellen Maupin on 
February 26, 1966, and together, they have 3 
children and many more grandchildren. 

Those who knew Mr. Birkenstock will tell 
you that he was always generous and kind. 
He never knew a stranger, and happily en-
gaged every individual he met. Mr. 
Birkenstock always put family first and com-
mitted much of his time to his grandchildren. 
In his free time, Mr. Birkenstock was pas-
sionate about golfing, woodworking, hunting, 
fishing, and sports; he was a loud and proud 
supporter of the Iowa Hawkeyes, Green Bay 
Packers, and the St. Louis Cardinals. A de-
voted man of faith, Mr. Birkenstock was a 
longtime member of the Knights of Columbus 
fraternal organization and St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church in Dodgeville, where he served on the 
church council and taught Sunday School. His 
generosity and contributions towards his local 
community were unmatched and will be re-
membered for many years to come. 

I have requested the United States flag to 
be flown over our Nation’s Capitol to recog-
nize Mr. Birkenstock’s life and service to our 
Nation. He will be dearly missed by his 
friends, family, and all who knew him. 

f 

HONORING HAITIAN BOAT PEOPLE 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2023 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the 50th anniversary 
landing of the first boat carrying Haitian refu-
gees to South Florida. 

On December 12, 1972, the first report of 
Haitian refugees, often called ‘‘Haitian Boat 
People,’’ fleeing to the United States, was 
documented. Between 1972 and 1981, over 
55,000 refugees arrived in Florida and have 
continued to thrive thanks to community cham-
pions who supported the Haitian migrant pop-
ulation. 

Today, the South Florida Haitian refugee 
population has accomplished many firsts, be-
coming mayors, councilmembers, and state 
representatives. Miami’s historic Lemon City 
became the first neighborhood officially called 
Little Haiti. Central streets were named after 
Haitian cultural icons such as Felix Morisseau- 
Leroy and heroes of Haiti’s independence. A 
statue of Toussaint Louverture stands guard 
on Plas Kamoken in Little Haiti. Toussaint Ele-
mentary was home to the first Haitian Amer-
ican principal, and Morningside Elementary 
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