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from the United States Air Force after 26
years of dedicated service.

Born in Wyoming, Chief Johnston enlisted in
the Air Force after graduating from Laurel
High School in Montana in 1997. Throughout
her service, Chief Johnston demonstrated ex-
ceptional leadership, devotion, and work ethic.
| can personally attest to this, as | had the
privilege of serving as crewmates with Chief
Johnston during my time on active duty.
Among numerous career accomplishments,
Chief Johnston excelled as a ground
cryptologic language analyst and flew over
800 hours as an Airborne Intelligence Surveil-
lance and Reconnaissance Operator—all while
becoming a mother to 5 amazing children.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in thanking Chief Master Sergeant Vanessa
Johnston for her devoted service to her coun-
try. Her selfless commitment and exceptional
achievements have not only made our country
safer but also should serve as inspiration to
all. | join Chief Johnston’s family, friends, and
colleagues in commemorating her retirement,
and | extend to her my best wishes.

———

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF KENNETH WEBB

HON. PAT FALLON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 12, 2023

Mr. FALLON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Kenneth Webb of Paris, Texas, for
being recognized as a Homegrown Hero by
the St. Paul Baptist Church. Mr. Webb has
continued to stand out as an exemplary leader
for North Texas through his acts of selfless
service and generosity.

Mr. Webb graduated from Paris Junior Col-
lege in 1983, where he received dual honors
from Phi Theta Kappa, an international 2-year
college honor society. He earned a Bachelor
of Science in Business from the University of
Louisiana-Lafayette in 1988 and a Master of
Science in Higher Education Administration
from Texas A&M University-Commerce. After
graduation, he returned to Paris Junior Col-
lege to serve as the Director for Student Serv-
ices, a position he holds to this day. Under his
tenure, thousands of students stepped foot on
campus and went on to achieve remarkable
academic success and fulfill their potential. In
2018, he was inducted into the Phi Theta
Kappa Texas Hall of Honor for College Admin-
istrators and was recognized as a Distin-
guished College Administrator. | am privileged
to commend Mr. Webb today for his un-
matched dedication to student success.

A devoted man of faith, Mr. Webb also
serves as a deacon at Oak Hill Baptist Church
in Arthur City. Furthermore, Mr. Webb serves
on the Board of Directors of the Boys and
Girls Club, where he was admitted into the
Boys and Girls Club Hall of Fame in 2018 for
his passion for youth community service. In
2019, he was awarded the Clintgate Friend of
the Youth Award, which is bestowed to distin-
guished individuals who have dedicated nu-
merous community service hours to benefit
the children of Lamar County. Without ques-
tion, Mr. Webb’s commitment has had tremen-
dous impact and made a notable difference in
the lives of so many individuals. In his free
time, he enjoys traveling, barbecuing, base-
ball, and spending time with his family.
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| have requested the United States flag to
be flown over our Nation’s Capital to recog-
nize Mr. Webb’s lifetime of service to the
North Texas community. May God Bless him.

———

HONORING MIAMI-DADE COUNTY
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 12, 2023

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Miami-Dade County Public
Schools (M-DCPS).

According to the National Center for Edu-
cation Statistics, Miami-Dade County Public
Schools has recently reached a historic mile-
stone. The district has risen from fourth to the
third largest school district in the nation with a
total of 319,612 students. With the enroliment
of the 2022-2023 school year, Miami-Dade
was able to surpass Chicago Public Schools
with nearly 5,000 students.

The students, faculty, and staff of M-DCPS
continue to succeed on multiple levels as the
district has maintained an A-rating for the past
3 years.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
Miami-Dade County Public Schools as the
third largest school district in the Nation.

————

HONORING MISHLER’S DRIVE-IN
FOR 57 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 12, 2023

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
to recognize Mishler’s Drive-In for 57 years of
excellent service in Evart, Michigan. Since
opening in 1966, they have remained both a
staple of their community and a must-see des-
tination for travelers. In addition to their re-
nowned root beer, hamburgers, and raspberry
truffles, the Mishler family and staff has main-
tained a glimmering reputation through old-
fashioned hospitality and dedication to quality.
Mishlers Drive-In has truly become an irre-
placeable part of the community and individ-
uals throughout Michigan, including myself,
are saddened by their closing after over half a
century.

In the early 1990s, Steve Mishler gained
ownership from his parents and has since
continued to operate the restaurant with an in-
creased focus on customer experience. As a
favorite stop for locals and visitors alike, indi-
viduals have trekked long distances and en-
dured intense weather conditions for a meal at
Mishler's Drive-In. It is easy to see why they
have been a landmark of Evart, Michigan for
the last 57 years, and I'd like to extend my ap-
preciation to all involved in their success.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize
Mishler's Drive-In for 57 years of continuous
and exemplary operation in Northern Michi-
gan. On behalf of Michigan’s First District, |
wish the Mishler family, its staff, and the local
community the best in their future endeavors.
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RECOGNIZING DOROTHY FORD’S
SERVICE TO THE CITY OF YPSI-
LANTI

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 12, 2023

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mrs. Dorothy Ford, a resident of Yp-
silanti, Michigan and the Director of Greater
Faith Mission and Greater Faith Transition.
Her service to the people of her community is
worthy of commendation.

Dorothy started dating her husband, Pastor
Robert L. Ford, when they were 15 and 16. A
few years later, 55 years ago this October,
they were married. Together their legacy in-
cludes 6 children, 23 grandchildren, and sev-
eral great-grandchildren. In 1981, Dorothy
founded the Greater Faith Mission, a non-prof-
it helping with food insecurity in the region. 42
years later Greater Faith Mission is still going
strong, with many partnerships in the region to
help get food in the hands of families and sen-
iors that need it the most.

After several years of running the food pan-
try, Dorothy and Robert had a calling to start
a church of their own. They began with eight
couples and their children, holding services in
the Fords’ home. By the end of 1988 the
church moved into a small building on Ecorse
Road. As the church grew and evolved, so did
the charitable programs it offered, although
some kind of food ministry was always central
to the mission. Dorothy was ordained and be-
came a licensed Minister in 2009. In 2014,
they purchased the old Kaiser Elementary
school building and moved into their current
home.

Today, Greater Faith Transition Center of-
fers Sunday school and a Sunday service,
preceded by a free breakfast. A special wom-
en’s group meets monthly. The church has
partnered with Food Gatherers since 1989 and
offers a free food distribution event the first
and fourth Tuesday of each month, as well as
a five-week summer dinner program. The
church also utilizes its large, commercial-
grade kitchen, built just a few years before the
school closed, to prepare a huge, free
Thanksgiving dinner for the community every
year.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in celebrating Dorothy Ford for the tre-
mendous contributions she has made to Ypsi-
lanti, Michigan and all of its residents. With
her actions, Ypsilanti has become kinder,
more welcoming, and more generous to those
in need. We thank her for her service and are
excited to see how she transforms the city
with her future endeavors.

——————

CURRICULUM VITAE FOR RET.
STAFF SERGEANT RONALD E.
MYERS

HON. SCOTT PERRY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 12, 2023

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I'm honored to
recognize Ronald E. Myers, upon the auspi-

cious occasion of his retirement on October 1,
2023.
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Staff Sergeant (U.S. Army, Retired) Myers
enlisted in the Army on October 31, 1978,
after graduating from Lower Dauphin High
School. He completed basic training at Fort
Jackson, South Carolina, and went on to Fort
Rucker, Alabama, to become qualified as a
helicopter mechanic. SSG Myers specialized
in the UH-I/Iroquois (“Huey”) aircraft, which
remains his favorite, as it was the critical air-
craft for Troop and logistics transport, and di-
rect combat gun support capability. Sergeant
Myers’ performance and duty as a mechanic
of these premier and complex aircraft was crit-
ical to the Army mission.

After his service in the active component
Army, Sergeant Myers also honorably serviced
in the Pennsylvania National Guard, where he
earned the rank of Staff Sergeant (E-6) upon
retirement. On May 1, 1991, he transitioned to
the civilian/private sector, wherein he became
Director of Maintenance for the Graham Cap-
ital Corporation flight department, in which he
still serves after 32 years.

Mr. Speaker, I'm privileged to commend
Staff Sergeant (U.S. Army, Retired) Ronald E.
Myers for his tireless and selfless service to
our Country. On behalf of the 10th Congres-
sional District, | wish him Godspeed on his fu-
ture adventures.

———

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF
DANIEL INMAN

HON. PAT FALLON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 12, 2023

Mr. FALLON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the life of Mr. Daniel Rudolph
Inman, a seventh generation Grayson County
native, who passed away on August 8, 2023.

Mr. Inman was born on July 17, 1989, in
Sherman, Texas, to Timothy Rudolph Inman
and Cheryl Dianne Patrick Inman. Mr. Inman
graduated from Sherman High School in 2008,
where he was a star varsity football player and
officer in Future Farmers of America. Live-
stock and animals were his passion, and his
hand-raised heifer won first place at the Hous-
ton Livestock Show. He attended East Central
University in Ada, Oklahoma, on a full ride
football scholarship. Mr. Inman’s love for foot-
ball dates back to his childhood, in which he
accompanied his great uncle, Sam Johnson,
to football games at Notre Dame. One of his
fondest memories was seeing the Notre Dame
locker room and touching the “Play Like a
Champion Today” sign before walking onto
the field.

Mr. Inman later worked for Emerald Custom
Pools in Saginaw, Texas, where he quickly
rose through the ranks to become a manager.
Thanks to his hard work and effort, Emerald
Custom Pools was listed as 1 of the Top 50
Builders nationwide. Those who knew Daniel
will tell you that he was a kind soul that was
loved by everyone, especially his nieces and
nephew. Mr. Inman was a devoted man of
faith and was always willing to lend a hand to
assist those in need. His empathy also ex-
tended to local animals and drove him to vol-
unteer at the Friends of Lancaster animal
shelter in Fort Worth. Without question, Mr.
Inman’s friends and family truly cherished
each moment with him.

| have requested the United States flag to
be flown over our Nation’s Capitol to recog-
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nize Mr. Inman’s vibrant and uplifting life. He
will be dearly missed by his friends, family,
and all who knew him.

———

RECOGNIZING THE THREAT TO
ISRAELI DEMOCRACY

HON. JENNIFER A. KIGGANS

oF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 12, 2023

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
include in the RECORD remarks submitted at
the request of a Virginia Beach constituent,
Rabbi Dr. Israel Zoberman of Temple Lev
Tikvah, and are a reflection of his views:

I have returned from the torn Land of
Israel where I grew up, following a visit
throughout July of a shaking, even shocking
experience. Israel is undergoing a trauma
whose lasting impact is impossible to pre-
dict. However, the current internal crisis
threatening Israeli democracy, the Middle
East’s sole one, is due to the most extreme
coalition government in Israel’s history at-
tempting to alter its Western liberal orienta-
tion by disabling the Supreme Court’s stand-
ing as an independent Judiciary. Con-
sequently, the unprecedented mass dem-
onstrations for months in opposition to the
proposed radical agenda which I watched in
disbelief and participated in, have reflected a
powerful popular response determined to pre-
serve Israel as both the Jewish and demo-
cratic state envisioned by its founders. Al-
ready adversely affected are the Israeli econ-
omy, military, public health, the woman’s
status, education, Pride community and so-
ciety at large, while Israel’s enemies, Iran
and its proxies, become further emboldened.
The special relationship between Israel and
the United States is at risk as well as the es-
sential bond between Israel and American
Jewry.

With heartfelt, even prophetic pathos and
deep grasp of the multi-layered Israeli scene
since its inception and prior, veteran Israeli
author Ari Shavit offers us a concise mani-
festo for urgent action with the goal of ““Sav-
ing Israel,” his recent book’s alarming title
(Saving Israel. Rishon LeZion: Miskal—
Yedioth Ahronoth Books and Chemed Books.
2023). He begins with a statement of both
profound gratitude and grave concern, ‘‘the
State of Israel is a miracle. No other nation
did what we have: To build anew a national
home following two thousand years. No pro-
gressive democracy succeeded to flourish as
we have, following a Shoah and living under
a volcano. Despite all the troubles, problems,
weaknesses, difficulties and blemishes—The
Zionist dream has been realized. The people
of Israel live, and the state of Israel lives.
Our sons and daughters have in our ancestral
land what our grandfathers and grand-
mothers did not: Sovereignty, freedom, pros-
perity, pride and progress. Being a techno-
logical, economic, military and political
super-power, Israel of the 21st century is a
strong country capable of shaping its own
fate and march toward a brilliant future. But
the deep 2023 crisis threatens the Israeli mir-
acle and erasing our astonishing successes,
leaving us homeless.”

Shavit does not mince words. On the one
hand, heaps praise upon Israel’s successes
though Israel is not a global, as the author
claims, but a regional superpower. In light of
trying beginnings and facing monumental
challenges that were likely to doom the frag-
ile creation: Attacks from a collection of su-
perior military establishments while absorb-
ing penniless immigrants from west and east
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three times larger in size, into a war zone
with meager resources. On the other hand,
he bemoans the Jewish people’s destructive
tendencies that brought down Jewish sov-
ereignty and led into long exile and ulti-
mately a consuming Holocaust. ‘‘And the
Jewish people has multi-talents though sor-
rowfully it lacks the talent to be a people. It
tends toward extremism, internal strife and
self-destruction . . . Israel needs to be both
powerful and ethical, both national and lib-
eral, both Jewish and democratic. Only a
combination of resoluteness and openness
will guarantee that not weakness nor zeal-
ousness will bring us again to the pit’s
cusp.”

The author is convinced that the goal is
within reach though the hour is late and the
Israelis with all their complexities and tribal
tendencies ought not further delay. He thus
concludes, ‘“The good and silent great Israeli
majority will not remain still. The demo-
cratic Jews will not let a wondrous national
and human enterprise to go down. For all of
us have a stake in this special place. And we
all know that there wouldn’t be a Fourth
Commonwealth. The Third Commonwealth is
the Jewish people’s last opportunity. With
determination, love and faith we’ll defend
Israel and rebuild the house.”

Rabbi Israel Zoberman is founder of Temple
of Lev Tikvah in Virginia Beach.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF MICHAEL
ELAINE “MIKE” GRIFFIN

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 12, 2023

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to celebrate the life and achieve-
ments of Michael Elaine “Mike” Giriffin, a life-
long resident of Ripley, Mississippi. Mike
passed away on Monday, September 4, 2023,
at age 62.

Mike was born July 13, 1961, in Ripley, Mis-
sissippi, to the late Sylvesta Elaine and Mar-
tha Criswell Griffin. He was a 1979 graduate
of Ripley High School and continued his edu-
cation at Northeast Mississippi Community
College, where he worked on a technical de-
gree as an electrician.

Upon deciding to pursue a military career in-
stead, Mike enlisted in the United States Ma-
rine Corps in 1980 and proudly served his
country as a Rifleman and Remote Sensor
Specialist until 1986. His spirit for adventure
and service to his community led to his train-
ing and responsibilities as a State Trooper in
1987. On June 2, 1990, Mike married his be-
loved wife, the former Edna Huddleston of
Falkner, Mississippi. On June 30, 2021, after
34 years of proudly and faithfully serving the
State of Mississippi, Mike retired and was as-
signed as a government affairs liaison.
Throughout his journey, he always strived to
improve himself and contribute positively to his
colleagues. His exceptional friendliness and
kindness left a lasting impression on all who
had the privilege of knowing him.

A member of the Church of Christ, Mike
served as an Elder and Deacon for many
years and was also an active member of the
Lion’s Club. He was an Ole Miss and Dallas
Cowboy football fan, enjoyed dining out with
family and friends, tending to his yard, and
adored his wife and daughter. Mike was a
man of immense character and kindness, a
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