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and Carpentry for 29 years, he is passionate
about sharing his craft and skills with his stu-
dents. | commend him for his steadfast willing-
ness to serve those that matter most—the stu-
dents and the next generation of Americans.

| am truly proud to have Mr. Preston as a
constituent in Florida’s First Congressional
District.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am privileged to recognize Mr.
Preston for his many accomplishments and his
commitment to excellence, professionalism,
and innovation in the Okaloosa County School
District. | thank him for his service and wish
him all the best for his continued success.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE DEFENSE
ACCESS ROADS IMPROVEMENT
ACT

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2023

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, today | in-
troduce the “Defense Access Roads Improve-
ment Act,” which would make commonsense
reforms to reduce congestion outside military
installations. The Defense Access Roads
(DAR) program is a unique partnership be-
tween the U.S. Departments of Defense
(DOD) and Transportation. Under the pro-
gram, the Secretary of Defense designates ci-
vilian roadways that provide critical access for
domestic military installations as Defense Ac-
cess Roads, making them eligible for military
construction funding transferred to the Depart-
ment of Transportation for road improvements
off base.

Military installations anchor communities
across the Nation, including Tavis Air Force
Base in my Congressional district. The DAR
ensures the DOD pays for maintenance, up-
keep, or upgrades of roads impacted by mili-
tary traffic and the constant movement of
heavy equipment and vehicles.

My “Defense Access Roads Improvement
Act” would create a new, public process for
state, county, or municipal governments to pe-
tition the Department of Defense to designate
new Defense Access Roads, unlocking military
funding for needed roadway improvements off
base. My bill would establish a new online
database for designated Defense Access
Roads and any outstanding federal funding re-
quests, which improves public transparency
and holds the Pentagon accountable. Lastly,
my bill would also allow roads leading to com-
mercial shipyards used by the U.S. Navy or
Coast Guard to be designated as Defense Ac-
cess Roads under the program, instead of just
seaports as under current law.

This is a continuation of my work last Con-
gress on the House Armed Forces Sub-
committee on Readiness, which oversees all
U.S. military installations and the Defense Ac-
cess Road Program. | am committed to secur-
ing additional federal investment in off-base in-
frastructure. As a senior member of both the
Committee on Armed Services and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure, |
plan to make this legislation a top priority.

Mr. Speaker, | encourage all Members to
join me in cosponsoring the “Defense Access
Roads Improvement Act.”
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RECOGNIZING REVEREND DOCTOR
RICHARD WHITE

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2023

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, today, | want to
recognize Reverend Dr. Richard White of De-
troit's Dexter Avenue Baptist Church on the
occasion of his installation as president of the
Council of Baptist Pastors of Detroit and Vicin-
ity.

Reverend Dr. White was inspired by the call
to the ministry at a young age. At the age of
17, he was licensed to preach at Beth Eden
Missionary Baptist Church under the late Pas-
tor Ocie Tabb, Jr. At the age of 20, he be-
came an associate minister at Midway Baptist
Church under the leadership of his father.
Soon after Pastor White was called to pastor
Greater Marion Chapel Missionary Baptist
Church, where he remained in leadership until
2015 when he accepted the role of senior pas-
tor at Dexter Avenue Baptist Church.

Since becoming spiritual leader, Pastor
White has worked hard to strengthen Dexter
Avenue Baptist Church, ministering to the spir-
itual needs of his flock and the surrounding
community. A lifelong Detroiter, Pastor White’s
strong connection to the community has driven
his tireless work to set a vision for the future
and make strides to bring it to fruition. He has
undertaken projects to beautify the area and
devoted himself to growing his ministry
through community outreach.

Pastor White has been elected as one of
the youngest presidents of the Council of Bap-
tist Pastors of Detroit & Vicinity. He also
serves as the 3rd vice moderator for the Met-
ropolitan Missionary Baptist District Associa-
tion. Previously, Pastor White has served in
multiple organizational capacities, including
president of the Fellowship District Congress
of Christian Education, second vice president
of the Metropolitan District Congress of Chris-
tian Education, general secretary for the Bap-
tist, Missionary and Educational State Conven-
tion of Michigan, treasurer and financial sec-
retary for the Council of Baptist Pastors of De-
troit and Vicinity, and the financial secretary
for Kingdom Building Pastors and People
International.

Please join me in recognizing Reverend Dr.
Richard White’s numerous contributions as we
celebrate his new role at the Council of Baptist
Pastors of Detroit and Vicinity.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2023

Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, | was unable to cast my vote on Jan-
uary 30, 2023 for Roll Call Vote 94. Had |
been present, | would have voted Yea on Roll
Call Vote 94.
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HONORING PETER PARUCCINI

HON. DOUG LaMALFA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2023

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the life and memory of Peter
Paruccini of Yuba City. Mr. Paruccini, a loving
father and devoted husband, was a bright light
in Northern California that was tragically cut
short, passing away at the age of 39. His foot-
print on our area was one of service. The
North State has lost one of its heroes.

Peter was a life-long resident of Yuba City,
and although he split time between Santa Bar-
bara and Yuba City, he always loved coming
home to see the Sutter Buttes. Peter attended
college at UC Davis where he received a
Bachelor of Arts degree in History and Political
Science. Peter continued to stay in the area,
choosing to teach at an underserved junior
high school in Davis. This was the beginning
of Peter’s lifelong call to serve.

Later in life, Peter felt the call to serve our
country in the military. Exchanging his teach-
ing credentials for military boots, Peter joined
the United States Army in 2006 serving as an
Infantryman. During his military deployment,
he stood out for dedication to serve with the
utmost distinction, bravery, and honor. Peter’s
service is something we should all try to emu-
late.

Upon his return from the military, Peter
found a career in law enforcement. Peter
worked in both the Bay Area and Ventura
County before being recruited out of law en-
forcement to work with a large utility company
thanks to his expertise in project/product man-
agement and logistics.

My heartfelt condolences are with the
Paruccini family. It is with them that Peter’s
memory will be kept alive. Peter was a loving
father to his son, George; husband to his wife,
Celeste; and son to his parents, Stephanie
and Luigi. May God bless their family, and
may Peter find eternal rest at last. Rest in
Peace.

HONORING MS. MARY GATANAS
ON HER 80TH BIRTHDAY

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2023

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
before you today to celebrate Ms. Mary
Gatanas as she reaches a significant mile-
stone in her life—her 80th birthday.

Ms. Gatanas has lived an impressive life up
to this juncture. A strong and loving mother to
Andrew and Adrienne, grandmother to Tristan,
Markella and Tatum, and a devoted military
spouse to Major General Harry Gatanas,
Mary’s selflessness and generosity are a hall-
mark of every relationship she has forged.

As an Army Officer's spouse through 29
years of service, Ms. Gatanas endeavored to
leave her mark on every place she and Major
General Gatanas were posted—a tall task
considering their 24 separate moves. None-
theless, everywhere she went, she always
went above and beyond for the Army families
around her.
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In Germany, as a young spouse, she ob-
served the struggles that other Army families
faced finding adequate childcare amidst hectic
lives as new parents in a new place. Rather
than accepting the status quo, Mary put others
first, creating a childcare center on base to
minimize at least one stressor for these fami-
lies willing to uproot their lives to serve our
country.

Further down the line, on station in New
Mexico on the White Sands Missile Range,
now the wife of the commanding officer, she
once again pushed for improvements on base.
Finding that elements of a nutritious diet were
hard to come by in this remote location, Ms.
Gatanas fought to ensure that fresh produce
and dairy products would be available to fami-
lies in the commissary.

Ms. Gatanas was also an activist for military
families off-base. She worked diligently to ad-
vocate for legislation that would ensure mili-
tary spouses would be treated equitably in di-
vorce proceedings when it came to accessing
military retirement pay. In 1982, her efforts
paid off as the Uniformed Services Former
Spouses’ Protection Act passed through Con-
gress.

Amidst these impressive accomplishments,
Mary never wavered on her number one pri-
ority—the up-bringing of her son Andrew and
daughter Adrienne. This devotion to her loved
ones has continued unfettered, as she now
relishes the opportunity to shower her grand-
children, Tristan, Markella and Tatum with that
same love.

Mr. Speaker, it is evident that wherever Ms.
Gatanas lived, she became a catalyst for
change, working tirelessly to improve the lives
of all those around her. She is well-deserving
of our praise on this day. | wish Ms. Gatanas
a very happy 80th birthday.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BILL JOHNSON

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 31, 2023
Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | was

unavoidably detained, but had | been present,
| would have voted NAY on Roll Call No. 46.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. NATHANIEL MORAN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 31, 2023
Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, | was inadvert-

ently detained. Had | been present, | would
have voted NAY on Roll Call No. 74.

———

REINTRODUCTION OF THE TRANSI-
TION-TO-SUCCESS MENTORING
ACT

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2023

Mr. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, as we mark Na-
tional Mentoring Month, | am proud to reintro-
duce legislation to the Transition-To-Success
Mentoring Act to help local education agencies
prepare at-risk students for the transition from
middle school to high school. | would like to
thank MENTOR for their endorsement of this
bill and Senator BOOKER for his leadership on
this legislation in the Senate.

January 31, 2023

| have had many mentors at every stage of
my life, whether it was my theatre teacher in
school who encouraged me to be who | am
and elevated the confidence in myself to pur-
sue sports, or my grandmother who raised me
and a reason | find myself following her large
footsteps. Mentors are important at every
stage in life and especially at a young age.
Our children need to foster these mentor/
mentee relationships to look up to someone
bigger than themselves.

The Transition-To-Success Mentoring Act
would establish a grant program for school-
based mentoring programs targeted at helping
at-risk middle school students transition from
middle to high school. Under my legislation,
participating students would develop and exe-
cute a formalized plan for success in high
school and beyond, and be supported by a
school faculty member or volunteer from the
community known as a “Success Coach.”

Middle school is a uniquely challenging time
for students and ensuring a smooth transition
from middle to high school is critical to their
long-term success. School-based mentoring is
innovative supplement to the traditional learn-
ing that takes place in the classroom, pro-
viding underserved and at-risk students with
attention and support to keep them engaged
in school. This legislation is a small step to-
wards providing some of the most vulnerable
students with individual attention to help cross
the bridge towards high school, college, and
career.

Mr. Speaker, | hope my colleagues will join
me in recognizing the need for mentors for our
children by signing on to this important legisla-
tion.
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