
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE72 January 30, 2023 
Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 

me in commending the Prince William County 
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Soror-
ity, Inc. for showcasing the power of Dr. King’s 
tireless commitment to equality and in con-
gratulating the talented youth of the 2023 MLK 
Youth Oratorical Contest. Let us learn from 
our young people and consider how we might 
honor Dr. King’s legacy by seeking justice in 
our own communities. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE RESTOR-
ING EQUAL AND ACCOUNTABLE 
LEGISLATORS IN THE HOUSE 
ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, January 30, 2023 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today I in-
troduced the Restoring Equal and Accountable 
Legislators in the House (REAL House) Act. 
This legislation would expand the number of 
members of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives to restore the chamber’s direct link to the 
public and foster greater diversity among Rep-
resentatives and the Electoral College. 

Members of the House of Representatives 
are their constituent’s most direct connection 
to the federal government and its resources 
and services. The COVlD–19 pandemic under-
scored the importance of the proactive and 
local constituent services unique to House 
members. However, the number of constitu-
ents living in a single congressional district 
has dramatically increased since the number 
of House members was arbitrarily capped in 
1929. Current district sizes threaten the direct 
constituent connection on which the House 
was founded. Simply, congressional districts 
are too large. 

Today, there are 435 voting members of the 
House of Representatives, a cap from when 
the U.S. population was only 122 million peo-
ple. With the current U.S. population of 328 
million people and the same number of rep-
resentatives, the size of congressional districts 
has nearly tripled. The average congressional 
district now includes 800,000 constituents. 

If Congress fails to act, by 2050 each mem-
ber of Congress is on track to represent more 
than 1 million people. 

This growing imbalance makes it more dif-
ficult for members to be responsive to the will 
of the people, and voters are more likely to sit 
out elections when their voice and input are 
not fully represented in government. 

The artificial cap also has a more insidious 
effect: an unrepresentative Electoral College. 
In the Electoral College system, each state 
gets a certain number of electors based on its 
total number of representatives in Congress. 
As the disparity between the largest and 
smallest states widens, the votes of those in 
larger states matter less and less. 

The REAL House Act will help our govern-
ment better reflect our districts and constituent 
needs. To restore the House’s direct link to 
the public and to foster greater diversity 
among Members and the Electoral College, 
we must increase the number of Representa-
tives. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues 
in Congress to enact this legislation and finally 
overcome the arbitrary cap of 435 voting 
members of this chamber. 

RECOGNIZING THE ALL SAINTS 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL OF DALLAS, 
TEXAS 

HON. PAT FALLON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 30, 2023 

Mr. FALLON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the All Saints Catholic School 
of Dallas, Texas, for receiving its third Blue 
Ribbon award. All Saints Catholic is only one 
of 5 private schools in the great state of Texas 
to receive this prestigious award. We continue 
to extend our earnest congratulations to the 
students, educators, and families of All Saints 
Catholic. 

Since 1982, the Department of Education 
has annually bestowed the Blue Ribbon Award 
to select public and private schools who have 
displayed outstanding academic progress and 
achievement. All Saints Catholic was one of 
the highest-performing schools in Texas and 
nationwide. Of the nearly 10,000 Blue Ribbons 
awarded over the past 4 decades, only 170 
schools have had the honor of receiving 3 
Blue Ribbons, putting All Saints Catholic in the 
top 1 percent of Blue Ribbon recipients. 

All Saints Catholic’s historic performances 
showcases the enduring work of its students, 
teachers, and staff to create a safe and wel-
coming school environment that focuses on 
success. I’m proud to represent such talented 
minds and I wish them the best of luck in their 
school year. 

I have requested the United States flag be 
flown over our Nation’s Capitol to recognize 
the hard-earned academic accomplishments of 
All Saints Catholic and their efforts to prepare 
our youth for success. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE NORTHERN 
MARIANA ISLANDS POPULATION 
STABILIZATION ACT 

HON. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO 
SABLAN 

OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 30, 2023 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, today, I am in-
troducing the Northern Mariana Islands Popu-
lation Stabilization Act. The bill is intended to 
bolster our nation’s strategic interests in the 
Western Pacific by maintaining the population 
and prosperity of the Marianas, the district I 
represent. 

The Marianas is part of the chain of U.S. 
and U.S.-affiliated islands that faces Chinese 
expansion in the region. Through the Mari-
anas, the U.S. controls an ocean area of 
289,000 square miles, greater than the size of 
Texas. 

Yet, the U.S. presence here is at risk. Ac-
cording to the 2020 decennial census the pop-
ulation of the Marianas declined by 12.2 per-
cent since the 2010 census. This is the sec-
ond largest decline among all states and non- 
state areas of our Nation over that 10-year pe-
riod. 

This population erosion—and the loss of 
economic viability that results—occurs against 
the backdrop of increased competition with 
China in the Western Pacific, a time when the 
United States needs to be strengthening our 

position in the region, not shrinking in signifi-
cance. 

There are many reasons why people are 
leaving the Marianas. There are better public 
services and greater economic opportunity in 
the mainland United States. The anxiety stem-
ming from the repeated and hyper-destructive 
typhoons associated with accelerating climate 
change also factors in the decision to leave. I 
refer Members to the article ‘‘People are flee-
ing Puerto Rico, Guam and every other U.S. 
territory. What gives?’’ in the Washington Post 
edition of September 23, 2022, for a discus-
sion of population loss in all the U.S. insular 
areas. The article, ‘‘Perfect Storm. When is it 
time to abandon a place to climate change?’’ 
in Harpers Magazine’s October 2022 edition 
tracks the decision of one family in the Mari-
anas to leave their home to escape the im-
pacts of climate change. 

Population decline, whether in the islands or 
in rural areas of the continental United States, 
creates a negative feedback loop. Reduced 
tax revenues limit the ability of local govern-
ments to improve services. And the reduced 
consumer base and labor pool throttle busi-
ness. You can see this affect in the drop in 
Gross Domestic Product in the Marianas. GDP 
fell 11.2 percent in 2019, the most recent 
available data, a decline that would have been 
even more severe but for the COVID-related 
relief that Congress provided. 

The Northern Mariana Islands Population 
Stabilization Act builds on several laws en-
acted during the Trump administration and on 
previous action by the House. 

In the 116th Congress, we passed this 
same legislation by voice vote without dissent. 
It allows certain long-term foreign workers and 
investors already lawfully present in the is-
lands to apply for permanent status in the 
Marianas-only. Previously, President Trump 
had approved USPL 115–218, defining these 
long-term workers, and signed USPL 116–24, 
creating the Marianas-only resident status. 

The Marianas-only resident status that 
President Trump sanctioned provides no eligi-
bility for public assistance. It bars entry into 
any other part of the United States except for 
purpose of transit through Guam to a non-U.S. 
destination. The status President Trump ap-
proved is revocable in case of communicable 
disease, criminal conviction, or terrorist activ-
ity. 

Making this Marianas-only status available 
simply encourages continued residence and 
employment by people already lawfully 
present and gainfully employed; and doing so 
would help to stabilize the population in our is-
lands. 

After the House approved the legislation I 
have introduced today in the 116th Congress, 
the Senate took no action. In the intervening 
years, the population eligible for Marianas-only 
status—which by definition cannot increase— 
has shrunk from 2,600 to 1,600, underscoring 
the continuing flight and the urgent need for 
us to act. 

In this time of heightened concern about 
spending, I do want to remind the House that 
the Congressional Budget Office determined in 
2019 this legislation has negligible effect on 
direct spending. That assessment must remain 
the same in 2023, as the number of affected 
individuals has only declined. 

I ask all Members to support this simple, 
straightforward response to the problem of 
population loss in the Marianas. It is not a 
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total solution, but acknowledgement a problem 
exists and must be addressed. 

I ask, too, that Members see the Northern 
Mariana Islands Population Stabilization Act 
as an important component of our larger na-
tional response to the continuing Chinese ex-
pansion occurring throughout the Pacific. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ARYA HARIHARAN 
AND HER SERVICE TO THE 
HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

HON. JERROLD NADLER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 30, 2023 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
thank Arya Hariharan for her service to the 
House Judiciary Committee and to honor her 
unwavering commitment to a vision of America 
that is safer, freer, and more just. 

Arya’s early career prepared her well for her 
time on the Committee. She attended Amer-
ican University, where she played Division I 
varsity women’s soccer and received a Presi-
dential Merit Scholarship. She also graduated 
from the William & Mary School of Law, where 
she was the executive editor of the Environ-
mental Law & Policy Review and the founding 
editor of the Business Law Review. After 
passing the bar, she worked for several non-
profit organizations dedicated to education and 
economic mobility, access to the justice sys-
tem, and environmental preservation. 

Arya came to Capitol Hill in 2015 and 
served as Representative HANK JOHNSON’s 
Legislative Director and Senior Legislative 
Counsel. In that role, she managed Mr. JOHN-
SON’s policy agenda and prepared him for his 
work on the House Judiciary, House Armed 
Services, and House Transportation and Infra-
structure Committees. In those early years on 
the Hill, she also began to develop a reputa-
tion as a fiercely loyal friend and counsel— 
protecting her coworkers and her Member 
from any threat, willing to take on any chal-
lenge in service of the larger cause. 

In 2017, as we settled in for what would be 
a years-long fight with an Administration that 
would challenge the Congress on a daily 
basis, the Democratic staff of the House Judi-
ciary Committee had an opportunity to bring in 
some help. There was really only one choice. 
Arya joined us that year as Democratic Over-
sight Counsel—and perhaps it was only then 
that the battle was well and truly joined. 

In her position as Oversight Counsel and, 
later, as Chief Oversight Counsel, Arya 
oversaw our response to a rogue and often 
lawless Presidency, crafting our reaction to 
each new instance of abuse, obstruction, and 
public corruption. She helped to hold a sitting 
Attorney General in contempt of Congress. 
She was instrumental in the first and second 
impeachments of President Donald J. Trump. 
Throughout those long, difficult years, Arya 
could almost always be found in the heart of 
the fight, managing the staff, preparing the 
Members for battle, and holding us all to the 
highest possible standards. Arya never, ever 
enters our hearing room unprepared. 

Arya’s competence and confidence have 
been key assets to the Committee. Her over-
sight team has helped to prepare the ground 
for hearings on almost every topic we cover. 
She has worked on domestic and foreign sur-

veillance, domestic terrorism, sexual violence, 
gun violence, hate crimes, and cybersecurity, 
just to name a few of the many subjects she 
has handled in her time with us. She has 
helped to prepare nearly every sensitive wit-
ness to appear before the Committee in the 
past 5 years. Her ability to tell a story through 
a congressional hearing is unparalleled. 

Mr. Speaker, if you had only seen Arya 
locked in argument with an uncooperative wit-
ness or firmly correcting a staffer from across 
the aisle for some breach of protocol, you 
might be forgiven for thinking that Arya has an 
edge. And, make no mistake, she is one of 
the toughest people to sit in the counsel’s 
chair in the two-century history of our Com-
mittee. But what you might miss, if you only 
saw her in the heat of battle, is a person 
deeply respected by the Members of this body 
and beloved by her friends and colleagues. 
There is no one I would rather have by my 
side in a fight than Arya Hariharan. 

Arya is leaving us for the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, where she will advance their over-
sight agenda. We thank Arya for her tireless 
service to the House Judiciary Committee, and 
we advise Senator DURBIN to keep the candy 
drawer well stocked for the late nights ahead. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, Jan-
uary 31, 2023 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

FEBRUARY 1 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 

Forestry 
To hold hearings to examine the 2023 

Farm Bill, focusing on trade and horti-
culture. 

SR–328A 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
Organizational business meeting to con-

sider committee rules and an original 
resolution authorizing expenditures by 
the committee for the 118th Congress. 

SD–406 
2:30 p.m. 

Select Committee on Intelligence 
To hold closed hearings to examine cer-

tain intelligence matters. 
SVC–217 

3 p.m. 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

Business meeting to consider pending 
calendar business. 

SR–418 

FEBRUARY 2 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
Organizational business meeting to con-

sider committee rules and an original 
resolution authorizing expenditures by 
the committee for the 118th Congress. 

SR–253 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
Organizational business meeting to con-

sider committee rules and an original 
resolution authorizing expenditures by 
the committee for the 118th Congress; 
to be immediately followed by hearings 
to examine the Department of the En-
ergy’s implementation of the Infra-
structure Investment and Jobs Act. 

SD–366 
Committee on the Judiciary 

Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Nancy G. Abudu, of Georgia, 
to be United States Circuit Judge for 
the Eleventh Circuit, DeAndrea Gist 
Benjamin, of South Carolina, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Fourth Circuit, Rachel Bloomekatz, of 
Ohio, to be United States Circuit Judge 
for the Sixth Circuit, Cindy K. Chung, 
of Pennsylvania, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the Third Circuit, 
Bradley N. Garcia, of Maryland, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
District of Columbia Circuit, Anthony 
Devos Johnstone, of Montana, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Ninth Circuit, Maria Araujo Kahn, of 
Connecticut, to be United States Cir-
cuit Judge for the Second Circuit, Julie 
Rikelman, of Massachusetts, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
First Circuit, Daniel J. Calabretta, to 
be United States District Judge for the 
Eastern District of California, Tiffany 
M. Cartwright, and Jamal N. White-
head, both to be a United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Western District of 
Washington, Nusrat Jahan Choudhury, 
and Natasha C. Merle, both to be a 
United States District Judge for the 
Eastern District of New York, Jessica 
G. L. Clarke, and Dale E. Ho, both to be 
a United States District Judge for the 
Southern District of New York, Mat-
thew L. Garcia, to be United States 
District Judge for the District of New 
Mexico, Margaret R. Guzman, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
District of Massachusetts, Lindsay C. 
Jenkins, to be United States District 
Judge for the Northern District of Illi-
nois, Kenly Kiya Kato, and Hernan D. 
Vera, both to be a United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Central District of 
California, Araceli Martinez-Olguin, to 
be United States District Judge for the 
Northern District of California, Gina 
R. Mendez-Miro, to be United States 
District Judge for the District of Puer-
to Rico, Adrienne C. Nelson, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
District of Oregon, Ana C. Reyes, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
District of Columbia, Jamar K. Walker, 
to be United States District Judge for 
the Eastern District of Virginia, and 
Rosemarie Hidalgo, of the District of 
Columbia, to be Director of the Vio-
lence Against Women Office, and Amy 
Lefkowitz Solomon, of the District of 
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