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The American Legion proudly recognizes 

the contributions veterans have made to our 
country and shares their stories about their 
time in service. Post 1288 is an active partici-
pant in various activities including ‘‘Gifts to the 
Yanks Who Gave’’, Poppy Days, Veterans in 
The Classroom, Blue Star Service Banners, 
among many others. These services provide 
invaluable support to veterans and the local 
youth while unifying the community behind the 
cause of public service. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to commemorate 
the American Legion Post 1288 and proud to 
represent the communities it serves. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in recognizing this mile-
stone with best wishes for many more to 
come. 

f 

HONORING MR. MICHAEL ROBBINS 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 19, 2023 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Michael Robbins for his bravery 
and service as a U.S. merchant mariner dur-
ing World War II. Serving from July of 1943 to 
May of 1946, Mr. Robbins sailed with the U.S. 
Merchant Marine aboard the SS Olney, the SS 
Pendleton, the SS O. Henry, and the SS Hoke 
Smith. 

During World War II, nearly 250,000 civilian 
merchant mariners were activated to serve as 
part of the U.S. military and to delivered 
troops and supplies by ship to foreign coun-
tries engulfed in the war. They faced treach-
erous conditions along their routes. Between 
1939 and 1945, 9,521 U.S. merchant mariners 
gave their lives—a higher proportion than 
those killed than in any military branch—in de-
fense of our nation. President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt called their mission the most difficult 
and dangerous transportation job ever under-
taken. 

Hailing from Atlantic City, New Jersey, Mr. 
Robbins enlisted in the U.S. Merchant Marine 
at only 15 years old. He began his wartime ef-
forts as an ordinary seaman, chipping away 
rust and old paint from the ship. 

While aboard SS O. Henry and transporting 
supplies in the Mediterranean Sea, his convoy 
was attacked by air. Mr. Robbins, still a teen-
ager, acted to defend his ship by delivering 
20mm ammunition to the ship’s crew. Mr. 
Robbins would go on to serve in the Atlantic, 
Mediterranean, and Pacific theaters. 

Mr. Robbins received several decorations 
during his service, including 3 War Zone med-
als awarded to Merchant Marines for their 
service in the Pacific, the Atlantic, and the 
Mediterranean and Middle East. He also re-
ceived the World War II Victory Medal for hon-
orable service while on active duty, the Phil-
ippine Liberation Ribbon, the Combat Bar, the 
Honorable Service Button, a Presidential Tes-
timonial Letter, and the Battlin’ Pete Patch. 

Mr. Robbins and the U.S. merchant mari-
ners of World War II who played crucial roles 
in the country’s war effort were awarded the 
Congressional Gold Medal in 2020, the high-
est honor Congress can bestow on civilians. It 
was an honor to present the medal to Mr, 
Robbins then, and it is an honor to recognize 
him here again today. 

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues in the 
U.S. House of Representatives to join me in 

honoring and celebrating the dedicated service 
of Mr. Michael Robbins for his valor and serv-
ice in defending our country. May his legacy 
continue to inspire us for generations to come. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF MR. ARMAND M. MARTINELLI 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 19, 2023 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, today I 
pay tribute to the late Armand M. Martinelli, a 
beloved teacher, veteran, husband, father, 
grandfather, great-grandfather and community 
leader from Northeastern Pennsylvania who 
has left an indelible mark on our community 
through his profound dedication to education 
and service. 

Armand Martinelli, a devout Roman Catholic 
born in Olyphant, PA, embodied the values of 
faith, integrity, and selflessness throughout his 
92 years of life. From his humble beginnings 
at Lafayette School in Scranton and Mother 
Cabrini School to becoming a member of the 
first 4-year graduating class at Scranton Pre-
paratory School, Armand’s early education laid 
the foundation for a lifetime of intellectual pur-
suit and service to others. 

Armand Martinelli served his country val-
iantly during the Korean War. His military jour-
ney took him from the 101st Airborne in 
Breckinridge, Kentucky, to the U.S. Counter 
Intelligence School at Fort Holabird in Balti-
more, Maryland. He displayed unwavering 
commitment and courage as a special agent 
with the 704th CIC in Teague and the 308th 
CIC in Pusan, earning the respect and grati-
tude of his fellow soldiers. 

Upon returning to civilian life, Armand em-
braced a diverse array of occupations before 
discovering his true calling as an educator. 
For over 5 decades, he worked as a self-em-
ployed painter, an insurance agent, and a 
teacher at West Scranton High School. It was 
within the walls of West Scranton High School 
that Armand would leave an enduring legacy 
as an influential and dedicated educator. 

For 30 years, Armand taught social studies, 
Latin, and journalism, molding the minds of 
countless students who passed through his 
classrooms. His commitment extended beyond 
the subject matter; he served as an athletic di-
rector for 24 years and provided guidance to 
numerous clubs and organizations, including 
the yearbook, school newspaper, and Latin 
club, among others. His passion for education 
and genuine care for his students earned him 
the love and admiration of those he taught, 
and many kept in touch with him long after 
graduation. 

Outside the classroom, Armand’s dedication 
to public service was equally commendable. 
He actively sought to improve our community, 
serving as a member of the Scranton School 
Board where be championed education initia-
tives. He also played an integral role in the 
formation of the Scranton Federation of 
Teachers. 

Devoted to serving his West Scranton com-
munity and proud of his Italian heritage, Ar-
mand enjoyed spending time at the Victor 
Alfieri Club where he was an original member 
of the Cetaiolos bocce team as well as attend-
ing weekly get together with friends at the Villa 
Maria Restaurant. 

Above all else, Armand loved his family. He 
took great pride in his roles as a husband, fa-
ther, grandfather and great-grandfather. He al-
ways looked forward to weekly Sunday din-
ners, where he treated his family to his home-
made sauce and meatballs, which he faithfully 
made right up to the last 2 weeks of his life. 

After retiring from his distinguished teaching 
career, Armand continued to serve our com-
munity, working as a Tipstaff for Judge James 
J. Walsh, and serving on numerous local ex-
ecutive boards, including the Scranton Rede-
velopment Authority, the Scranton Housing 
Authority, and the Lackawanna Drug and Alco-
hol Treatment Service. Armand’s commitment 
to making a positive impact on the lives of oth-
ers knew no bounds. 

As we mourn the loss of a true pillar of our 
community, let us also celebrate the profound 
impact Armand Martinelli had on the lives of 
countless individuals. Through his selfless 
dedication to education, service, and family, 
he leaves behind a legacy that will continue to 
inspire future generations. May the memory of 
Armand M. Martinelli serve as a beacon of 
hope and goodness in our community, and 
may we be reminded of the power of a single 
individual to positively influence the lives of 
others. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GREG LANDSMAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2023 

Mr. LANDSMAN. Mr. Speaker, during Roll 
Call Vote Number 315, I mistakenly recorded 
my vote as Aye when I should have voted No. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SCOTT H. PETERS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2023 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call No. 
338 on the Motion to Suspend the Rules and 
Agree to H. Con. Res. 57, I would have voted 
AYE. I thought I had voted but my vote did not 
register. I could not get back in time to fix this 
error before the vote closed. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
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section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
July 20, 2023 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

JULY 25 
3 p.m. 

Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Privacy, Technology, 

and the Law 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

artificial intelligence, focusing on prin-
ciples for regulation. 

SD–226 

JULY 26 
9 a.m. 

Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs 

Business meeting to continue consider-
ation of S. 2251, to improve the cyber-
security of the Federal Government, S. 
2291, to establish the Northern Border 
Coordination Center, S. 2289, to direct 
the Director of the Information Secu-
rity Oversight Office to assess foreign 
influence in the National Industrial Se-
curity Program and to develop a single, 
integrated strategy to better identify 
and mitigate such foreign influence, S. 
2278, to establish Image Adjudicator 
and Supervisory Image Adjudicator po-
sitions in the U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection Office of Field Operations, 
S. 2248, to require a pilot program on 
the use of big data analytics to identify 
vessels evading sanctions and export 
controls and to require a report on the 
availability in the United States of 
emerging and foundational tech-
nologies subject to export controls, S. 
1332, to require the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget to revise the Stand-
ard Occupational Classification system 
to establish a separate code for direct 
support professionals, S. 2219, to amend 
the Congressional Accountability Act 
of 1995 to expand access to 
breastfeeding accommodations in the 
workplace, S. 2292, to improve the 
transparency of purchases by the Fed-
eral Government of data or informa-
tion that can be used to identify an in-
dividual, S. 2286, to improve the effec-
tiveness and performance of certain 
Federal financial assistance programs, 
S. 1524, to ensure that whistleblowers, 
including contractors, are protected 
from retaliation when a Federal em-
ployee orders a reprisal, S. 2283, to pro-
hibit the procurement of certain items 
containing perfluorooctane sulfonate 
(PFOS) or perfluorooctanoic acid 
(PFOA) and prioritize the procurement 
of products not containing PFAS, S. 
2270, to establish and maintain a data-
base within each agency for executive 

branch ethics records of noncareer ap-
pointees, S. 2293, to establish the Chief 
Artificial Intelligence Officers Council, 
Chief Artificial Intelligence Officers, 
and Artificial Intelligence Governance 
Boards, S. 2073, to amend title 31, 
United States Code, to require agencies 
to include a list of outdated or duplica-
tive reporting requirements in annual 
budget justifications, S. 2032, to require 
the reduction of the reliance and ex-
penditures of the Federal Government 
on legacy information technology sys-
tems, S. 1973, to require the purchase of 
domestically made flags of the United 
States of America for use by the Fed-
eral Government, S. 2256, to authorize 
the Director of the Cybersecurity and 
Infrastructure Security Agency to es-
tablish an apprenticeship program and 
to establish a pilot program on cyber-
security training for veterans and 
members of the Armed Forces 
transitioning to civilian life, and S. 
2260, to require transparency in notices 
of funding opportunity. 

SD–562 
9:30 a.m. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs 

Subcommittee on Financial Institutions 
and Consumer Protection 

To hold hearings to examine taking ac-
count of fees and tactics impacting 
Americans’ wallets. 

SD–538 
Committee on the Budget 

To hold hearings to examine the fiscal 
consequences of climate change on in-
frastructure. 

SD–608 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine opportuni-

ties for Congress to reform the process 
for permitting electric transmission 
lines, pipelines, and energy production 
on Federal lands. 

SD–366 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Environment and Public 
Works 

To hold hearings to examine improving 
capacity for critical mineral recovery 
through electronic waste recycling and 
reuse. 

SD–406 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine pending 
nominations. 

SD–226 
Committee on Small Business and Entre-

preneurship 
To hold hearings to examine pathways to 

women’s entrepreneurship, focusing on 
understanding opportunities and bar-
riers. 

SD–106 
10:30 a.m. 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions 

Business meeting to consider an original 
bill entitled, ‘‘Primary Care and Health 

Workforce Expansion Act’’, and other 
pending calendar business. 

SD–430 
11 a.m. 

Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine governing 
AI through acquisition and procure-
ment. 

SD–562 
2 p.m. 

Select Committee on Intelligence 
Closed business meeting to consider 

pending intelligence matters; to be im-
mediately followed by a closed briefing 
on certain intelligence matters. 

SH–219 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Environment and Public 
Works 

Subcommittee on Clean Air, Climate, and 
Nuclear Safety 

To hold hearings to examine cleaner 
trains, focusing on opportunities for re-
ducing emissions from America’s rail 
network. 

SD–406 
Committee on Indian Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine Native pri-
orities for the 2023 Farm Bill reauthor-
ization. 

SD–628 
Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Intellectual Property 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
the United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office. 

SD–226 
3 p.m. 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine imple-

menting the PACT Act. 
SR–418 

3:30 p.m. 
Committee on Rules and Administration 

To hold a joint oversight hearing with 
the Committee on House Administra-
tion to examine the Capitol Police 
Board. 

SD–G50 

JULY 27 

9:45 a.m. 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
Subcommittee on Chemical Safety, Waste 

Management, Environmental Justice, 
and Regulatory Oversight 

To hold hearings to examine solutions 
for single-use waste, focusing on ex-
panding refill and reuse infrastructure. 

SD–406 
10 a.m. 

Joint Economic Committee 
To hold hearings to examine the eco-

nomic impact of diabetes. 
TBA 
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