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for an answer. Her devotion to others was re-
lentless and she especially loved to take care 
of children. 

Angie is survived by her children Marie and 
William, her siblings Beverly, Carolyn, Elaine, 
and Michael, her four grandchildren, and 
seven great-grandchildren. Angie will be re-
membered and missed by many throughout 
the community. Her service, dedication, and 
lifelong commitment to Paul’s Pantry have cre-
ated a legacy that will not be soon forgotten. 
My prayers and condolences go out to her 
family and to all the people she impacted. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NACHHATTAR AND 
SUSANA CHANDI 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 11, 2023 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and congratulate Nachhattar and 
Susana Chandi on receiving the Lifetime 
Achievment Award from the Greater Coachella 
Valley Chamber of Commerce. Nachhattar 
and Susana have been true leaders in the 
Coachella Valley for decades, and residents 
throughout the community deeply appreciate 
their many contributions. 

The Chandi family story is one that echoes 
the epitome of the American dream. Both 
Nachhattar and Susana are immigrants who 
have become naturalized U.S. citizens while 
growing a highly successful family business. 
The couple co-founded the Chandi Group 
USA, which owns and operates more than 20 
gas station and convenience stores, nearly a 
dozen car washes, and several restaurant 
businesses. Nachhattar’s passion for develop-
ment led to the establishment of the Black 
Gold Builders Group, which is responsible for 
the construction of the Chandi Group’s 
projects. In total, more than 700 people are 
employed in the Coachella Valley and 
throughout California by the Chandi Group 
USA. 

In addition to growing a thriving business, 
Nachhattar and Susana have been incredibly 
generous in supporting philanthropic causes in 
the Coachella Valley and beyond. Nachhattar 
currently sits on the Pepperdine University 
Board of Trustees and the couple supports 
over 34 youth, military, senior and community- 
based organizations from El Centro to Sac-
ramento, California. He has been honored with 
numerous awards recognizing his leadership 
and his charitable contributions to the commu-
nity. He has been named ‘‘Business Person of 
the Year’’ by the State Legislature in 2013, the 
Entrepreneur of the Year for 2015 by both the 
Indio Chamber of Commerce and Rotary Inter-
national, Indian Wells, and the 2018 Large 
Business of the Year by the Greater Coachella 
Valley Chamber of Commerce. Susana has 
been an active affiliate of Steven’s Hope for 
Children, Dr. Carreon Foundation, Mecca & 
North Shore Community, Family YMCA of the 
Desert, Big Sisters Big Brothers of the Desert, 
and the Boys and Girls Club of the Coachella 
Valley. 

With their admirable record of entrepreneur-
ship and service, Nachhattar and Susana 
Chandi are incredibly deserving of the Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Greater 
Coachella Valley Chamber of Commerce. I 

would like to thank Nachhattar and Susana for 
their friendship and selfless dedication to our 
community and wish them the very best in the 
future. 
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HONORING MADHULIKA SINGH, RE-
CIPIENT OF THE AMERICAN 
DREAM AWARD 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 11, 2023 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Madhulika Singh, whom 
I have selected to receive the American 
Dream Award for California’s 4th Congres-
sional District. This award recognizes the 
achievements of immigrants in my district who 
have made remarkable contributions to our 
communities in the areas of Arts and Culture, 
Professional Achievement, Entrepreneurship 
and Innovation or Community Service. Ms. 
Singh is very deserving of this award and rec-
ognition. 

Ms. Singh was born in New Delhi, India, 
and moved to the United States to receive her 
master’s degree in electrical engineering from 
Yale University. She earned 2 additional mas-
ter’s degrees in business administration and 
information management from Washington 
University in St. Louis, Missouri. Ms. Singh is 
the first person in her family to make a life for 
herself in the United States, and she credits 
her success to her strong educational founda-
tion and family relationships. 

Ms. Singh is deeply involved in her commu-
nity and holds numerous volunteer positions. 
She has volunteered as a phone operator with 
Next Door Solutions to Domestic Violence and 
as a speaker for the Role Model Program in 
at-risk schools in and around San Jose. Immi-
grant role models of color like Ms. Singh are 
essential in offering students diverse perspec-
tives and uplifting the voices of underrep-
resented communities. 

She is Co-founder and President of the 
PreetiRange Sanctuary in Solano County 
where she devotes her efforts to animal rights 
in California and beyond. PreetiRange hosts 
the annual University of California, Davis Peo-
ple for the Elimination of Animal Cruelty 
through Education event, partners with the 
Jain Community of Northern California for a 
program that teaches young people about 
having compassion towards animals and part-
ners with the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas 
at Ukiah, CA, for annual liberation of animals. 

Ms. Singh understands that education is a 
key to success and is dedicated to bettering 
our community at home and around the world 
via education. She has conducted India Cul-
ture and Traditions seminars for school-
teachers to spread awareness and support the 
ongoing professional enhancement of teach-
ers. Her animal sanctuary participates in Peña 
Adobe Historical Society’s outreach program, 
which is an invaluable educational resource in 
her community. Her support of the India Lit-
eracy Project and her time visiting nonformal 
education centers illustrates her beliefs that 
education should be available to everyone. 

When she is not fiercely advocating for ani-
mal rights or issues that affect the Indian com-
munity, Ms. Singh enjoys spending time with 
her husband Michael and their 4 children, 
Brian, Madhur, Rebecca and Manisha. 

Mr. Speaker, we recognize Madhulika Singh 
for her achievements and for enriching our 
community. It is therefore fitting and proper 
that we honor her here today with the Amer-
ican Dream Award. 

f 

HONORING RICKY RODRIGUEZ 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 11, 2023 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor the service and accomplishments of 
Ricky Rodriguez, my intern who is 
transitioning from my office to continue his 
mission. 

A Florida native with Cuban and Haitian ori-
gins, Ricky came to my office ready to impact 
the American system. While in my office, 
Ricky has pushed my civil rights agenda to 
great lengths—from drafting memos, to orga-
nizing information, to researching data. 

In our time together, I have recognized that 
Ricky is a force in policy. His passion has 
been powerful over the semester as we have 
fought for the lives of underserved and dis-
advantaged communities. His commitment to 
justice has led Ricky to graduate from Florida 
A&M University, where he obtained a Bach-
elor’s in Political Science. Ricky has and will 
continue to make a difference and leave his 
mark on public policy as he continues to fight 
for a better system. 

On behalf of Florida’s 24th Congressional 
District, I ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring Ricky Rodriguez for his exemplary ac-
complishments, dedication to public service, 
and trailblazing leadership. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHAD RIEGEL 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 11, 2023 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mr. Chad Riegel who will retire 
from the United States Navy on July 1, 2023. 

I would like to commemorate BU1 Chad 
Riegel for his incredibly successful career. He 
is part of the Naval Mobile Construction Bat-
talion, known as the Navy Seabees. His unit 
was one of the first to arrive in Afghanistan 
after 9/11, arriving in October of 2001. They 
were tasked with building facilities to accom-
modate follow-on military forces, including 
camps for military personnel and prisons for 
al-Qaeda and Taliban forces. 

Chad has deployed all around the world, 
traveling to at least 22 countries. He was in 
active duty from September of 1997 to Sep-
tember of 2002, serving in the NMCB 133 and 
from November of 2012 to November of 2013, 
serving in the NMCB 15. He has been serving 
in reserve duty since September of 2007 in 
the NMCB 15 and in the Construction Bat-
talion Maintenance Unit 202. 

Throughout his service, he went on three 
tours, one to Bosnia in 1998 and two to Af-
ghanistan, one in 2001 and another in 2013. 
Chad has received several medals to com-
memorate his service and dedication, includ-
ing a National Defense Service Ribbon, a 
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Navy Battle E Ribbon, an Armed Forces Expe-
ditionary Medal with 1 bronze star, 2 Army 
Achievement Medals, a Meritorious Unit Com-
mendation Ribbon, a Sea Service Deployment 
Ribbon with 3 bronze stars, a Good Conduct 
Award, a Humanitarian Service Medal, a M–16 
Expert Rifle Qualifier, 2 NATO Medals, a 
Navy/Marine Corps Achievement Medal, a 
Navy Reserve Meritorious Service Medal, an 
Expert Pistol Shot Medal, a Seabee Combat 
Warrior Service Medal, and an Afghanistan 
Campaign Medal with 1 bronze star. 

Chad and his wife, Jenni are parents to two 
children, Kaylee and Max. It is my honor to 
recognize Mr. Chad Riegel’s accomplishments 
and wish him a wonderful retirement spent 
with his family and those close to him. 

f 

HONORING THE 60TH WEDDING AN-
NIVERSARY OF MIKE AND 
SANDY FRANCIS 

HON. THOMAS H. KEAN, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 11, 2023 

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the 60th Wedding Anniver-
sary for Hopatcong Borough Mayor Mike 
Francis and his wife, Sandy Francis. 

Mike and Sandy Francis married on June 
20th, 1963. They met at Watchung Hills High 
School in Warren, New Jersey. Their lockers 
were next to each other as freshmen, although 
they didn’t start dating until their senior year. 
They moved to Hopatcong in 1973 and are 
the proud parents of three children and eight 
grandchildren. 

Mike and Sandy have been an integral part 
of the Hopatcong community throughout the 
last fifty years, including many years of public 
service. Mike has served as a member of the 
Hopatcong Borough Council since 2008, and 
as Mayor of Hopatcong since 2016. Mike also 
serves on the Sussex County Planning Board 
and the New Jersey Highlands Council. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in con-
gratulating Mike and Sandy Francis for their 
60 years of matrimony and for their many 
years of service to the Hopatcong community. 

f 

HONORING CORI CARLSON 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 11, 2023 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Cori Carlson, who was 
named 2023 Member of the Year by the Napa 
County Farm Bureau for her work with wildfire 
mitigation efforts and her contribution to agri-
culture education across our county. 

Born in Vallejo, California, Ms. Carlson’s up-
bringing on a farm influenced her decision to 
make agriculture a central part of her life. 
Growing up, she experienced 2 different fires 
that threatened the homes and livelihoods of 
her family, friends and community. This re-
shaped her focus within agriculture to spe-
cialize in wildfire prevention through grazing. 

Ms. Carlson received a bachelor of animal 
science from California Polytechnic State Uni-
versity, San Luis Obispo and went on to re-

ceive her master of science in nursing leader-
ship from Sonoma State University. Through-
out her life she has developed a passion for 
educating her peers, colleagues and future 
generations. Ms. Carlson educated elementary 
school students through farm education field 
days as well as organized events around agri-
culture and wildfire prevention for the greater 
community. She also contributed to a pilot pro-
gram to bring in community partners and ex-
pand the reach of 4–H programs in Napa 
County. 

Beyond her work in agriculture and edu-
cation, Ms. Carlson started a Paramedic to 
Nurse Bridge program in Napa in order to de-
velop strong nursing candidates and open a 
career pathway for Emergency Medical Serv-
ice professionals. She also served as the 
Emergency Services and Trauma Manager at 
Queen of the Valley Hospital and the Para-
medic Program Director at Napa Valley Col-
lege. 

Currently, Ms. Carlson owns Napa Pasture 
Protein, a contract grazing and farming com-
pany and bolds several leadership positions 
within the community. She serves as the Chair 
of the Napa County 4–H Project Learning and 
Development Committee, the 4–H Oak and 
Vine Community Club Leader. the Paramedic 
to Nurse Bridge Coordinator at Pacific Union 
College and as a volunteer firefighter at the 
Napa County Fire Capell Station. 

Mr. Speaker, Cori Carlson is deeply appre-
ciated for her leadership to support wildfire 
mitigation efforts. Therefore, it is fitting that we 
honor her accomplishments today. 

f 

HONORING OLIMPIA ANDRADE 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 11, 2023 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor the service and accomplishments of 
Olimpia Andrade, my intern who is 
transitioning from my office to continue her 
mission. 

A Massachusetts native with Cape Verdean 
origins, Olimpia came to my office to improve 
the American policy system. While in my of-
fice, Olimpia has pushed my agendas to great 
lengths—from drafting memos, to organizing 
information, to researching data. 

In our time together, I have recognized that 
Olimpia is a force in research. Her passion 
has been powerful over the semester as we 
have fought for the lives of underserved and 
disadvantaged communities. Olimpia attends 
Spelman College where she is studying Polit-
ical Science. Her commitment to justice has 
led Olimpia to become involved with organiza-
tions on her campus such as the Spelman 
Chapter of the NAACP and the Ford First 
Generation Mentorship Program. Olimpia has 
and will continue to make a difference and 
leave her mark on public policy as she con-
tinues to fight for a better system. 

On behalf of Florida’s 24th Congressional 
District, I ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring Olimpia Andrade for her exemplary ac-
complishments, dedication to public service, 
and trailblazing leadership. 

RECOGNIZING HONORABLE 
CHARLES HOBBY STRIPLING, SR. 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 11, 2023 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor the life of a dedicated husband, lov-
ing father, humble public servant, and friend of 
longstanding, the Honorable Charles Hobby 
Stripling, Sr. Sadly, Hobby transitioned this life 
on July 3, 2023. A homegoing service cele-
brating the life of this remarkable man was 
held at 10:00 a.m. on July 7, 2023, at the Vi-
enna United Methodist Church in Vienna, 
Georgia. 

Charles Hobby Stripling was born on August 
30, 1932, in Turner County, Georgia to the 
union of Maggie Thelma Hobby Stripling and 
Jodie Lee Stripling. Hobby graduated from 
Cordele High School in 1948 at the age of 16 
and married his sweetheart, Joanne Duncan. 
They were married for 58 years until her pass-
ing in 2006 and were the parents of 2 sons, 
Charles Hobby Stripling, Jr. and Robby 
Stripling. Hobby was blessed to find love for a 
second time and in 2011 he married Ann 
Gambrell. They shared 12 wonderful years to-
gether and created a blended family to include 
Tonya Gambrell Thompson, Torri Gambrell 
Zeigler and Greg Gambrell. Together the 
Stripling and Gambrell children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and other kin merged into 
a loving family unit which Hobby cherished 
with great pride. 

During his life, Hobby held various jobs until 
he returned to Vienna, Georgia in 1962 to 
open the Vienna Red & White Super Market 
with James and Elsi Pass. He later opened 
Zippy Food Store, the first convenience store 
in Vienna, Georgia, which he operated for 
many years. This gave him the opportunity to 
interact with his neighbors, empathize with 
their challenges and spark a career of public 
service to ensure positive change for his 
neighbors, friends and family. 

It has been said that ‘‘Service is the rent we 
pay for the space we occupy on this earth.’’ 
Hobby paid his rent and paid it well. He 
served as Mayor of Vienna, Georgia for 24 
years; President of the Georgia Municipal As-
sociation; and campaign manager for former 
Atlanta Georgia Mayor, Congressman and UN 
Ambassador, Andrew Young in his run for 
Georgia Governor. He was pivotal in my suc-
cessful 1992 congressional campaign and in 
1993, when the time came for me to hire a 
District Director, Hobby was a perfect fit. His 
leadership, compassion, patience, fidelity, ad-
vice, and friendship were the manifestations of 
love in action. He served the people of the 
2nd Congressional District and me well for 10 
years, then went on to serve as the District Di-
rector for Congressman Jim Marshall for 7 
years and in 2008 was appointed by President 
Barack Obama to be Georgia State Director of 
the Farm Service Agency of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture. 

Hobby Stripling accomplished much in his 
life, but none of it would have been possible 
without the grace of God, the love and support 
of his beloved wives, Joanne and Ann, his 
blended extended family and the many souls 
that inspired and motivated him to serve. He 
touched countless lives in a positive way and 
because he did, the world is a better place. 
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