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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROBERT GARCIA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 27, 2023

Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California. Mr.
Speaker, | was unable to vote on Huffman
Amendment No. 15, Roll Call 46, on January
26. Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 46.

———

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COM-
MISSION REAL ESTATE LEASING
AUTHORITY REVOCATION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 25, 2023

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of H.R. 388—the Securities
and Exchange Commission Real Estate Leas-
ing Authority Revocation Act.

This bill would amend Title 40 of the United
States Code and would limit the Securities
and Exchange Commission’s ability to lease
general purpose office space.

The authority to lease general purpose of-
fice space should be under the General Serv-
ices Administration.

Involving the SEC in real estate leasing is
useless, excessive, and redundant when GSA
was created for that very reason.

This bill was first introduced in 2011 after
the SEC engaged in improper sole-source pro-
curement of nearly one million square feet of
leased space.

In 2021, the SEC said that GSA will be
used in the future for real estate procure-
ments, but this bill would ensure that going
forward.

This bill would also mandate the Comptroller
General of the United States to submit reports
on Independent Leasing Authorities to both
House and Senate committees.

H.R. 388 would ensure that Congress is
able to accomplish its constitutional obligations
and enhance the efficiency and accountability
of the federal government for the overall good
of the American people.

Furthermore, due to the Comptroller Gen-
erals reports measuring the effectiveness of
spending policies, it is crucial that these inde-
pendent leasing reports are updated without
fault.

The government itself cannot operate effec-
tively without such essential information being
updated annually and being communicated to
other committees and federal agencies that
profit from such insight.

It is pertinent that the American public’s tax
dollars are being utilized efficiently and this bill
will ensure that.

| urge my colleagues to join me in support
of this important legislation that will ensure
that the General Services Administration
would be in charge of leasing office space for
governmental agencies.

We must utilize federal funds properly and
this legislation will be one step closer to that.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MARCUS J. MOLINARO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 27, 2023

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, | missed the
vote because | was meeting with constituents.
Had | been present, | would have voted
“NAY” on Roll Call No. 37.

————

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF
CHARLES EDWIN SIMPSON

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 27, 2023

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the life of Lt. Colonel
Charles “Chuck” Edwin Simpson. Lt. Colonel
Charles “Chuck” Edwin Simpson, U.S. Army,
Retired, 93, of Harlem, Georgia, born Sep-
tember 29, 1929, in Fayetteville, AL, passed
away peacefully Saturday, November 12,
2022.

Charles joined the army at 17 years of age
and retired after 28 years of service. Within
his time in the army, he ministered to many
while traveling the world and obtaining a Mas-
ter's degree of Electromagnetic Compatibility
Analysis. He then settled in Harlem, Georgia,
with his family, establishing Crosslands Nurs-
ery and developing a line of manufactured
homes (Hutchinson and Herrli Homes). He
later became deeply engaged with the Com-
mission Project in the Ukraine and former So-
viet Union.

He was an active member of Thomson
Presbyterian Church and served on the Ses-
sion of the Presbytery of the Presbyterian
Church of America. He touched the lives of
many as a disciple, grandfather, and friend.
He was a cheerful leader, an attentive listener,
and loving “Papaw” to subsequent genera-
tions. He was cherished and loved, and will be
greatly missed. His hobbies were farming. pol-
itics, and construction, but his greatest joy was
family and leading others to his Lord and Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ.

He is preceded in death by his parents, Wil-
liam Hood Simpson and Ellen Faulkner Simp-
son, his 9 brothers and sisters, and his wife,
Margaret Acker Simpson (married February
14, 1954).

He is survived by his 4 children, Darlene
“Faith” Bandre, Deborah “Debi” Mangham,
Thomas “Tom” Simpson, and Donald “Tim”
Simpson (Johnna); his sisters, Eleanor Griffin
Ellis, Helen Reed; his brother Claude Simp-
son; 12 grandchildren; and 22 great grand-
children.

———

CONGRATULATING MR. MILAN
MORA, P.E. ON BEING CHOSEN
THE U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGI-
NEERS 2022 JOHN W. MORRIS CI-
VILIAN OF THE YEAR

HON. JENNIFFER GONZALEZ-COLON

OF PUERTO RICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 27, 2023

Mrs. GONZALEZ-COLON. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to congratulate engineer Milan Mora

January 27, 2023

of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Jackson-
ville District, on his selection as the 2022 LTG
John W. Morris Civilian of the Year.

In the recovery process from natural disas-
ters, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has
been a reliable partner for emergency re-
sponse as well as infrastructure construction
and protection of river and coastal resources
for Puerto Rico, Florida and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands. Milan Mora has been a key part of this
team, as the Chief of the Jacksonville District’s
Water Resources Branch.

Mr. Mora has shown true commitment to
service in the protection of our communities
and resources in the face of disasters and cli-
mate risks, and in support of American na-
tional security. In Puerto Rico he has been
and continues to be a partner we can count
on.

Having been chosen for this award by his
colleagues shows their recognition and re-
spect, and | join in congratulating him, a true
friend of Puerto Rico, for this achievement.

———————

FEDERAL DISASTER ASSISTANCE
COORDINATION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 25, 2023

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of H.R. 255 to amend the Disaster
Recovery Reform Act of 2018 to develop a
study regarding streamlining and consolidating
information collection and preliminary damage
assessments.

Specifically, the Federal Disaster Assistance
Coordination Act extends the deadline for the
Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) to conduct a study and develop a plan
under which the collection of information from
disaster assistance applicants and grantees
will be made less difficult and time consuming
for applicants and grantees.

H.R. 255 also would require FEMA to create
a plan for the collection and reporting of data
regarding federal disaster aid awarded.

In addition, FEMA must provide Congress
with a detailed report on the strategies for or-
ganizing and expediting data collection, and
preliminary damage assessments.

Natural disasters are occurring more often
and are causing more damages and adverse
impacts for Americans, including harm to
homes and property.

On August 25, 2017, Hurricane Harvey
made landfall in Texas, just north of Corpus
Christi, as a category 4 storm.

An estimated 13 million people were im-
pacted by Harvey, nearly 135,000 homes were
damaged or destroyed by the catastrophic
flooding, and up to a million cars were totaled.

According to the National Hurricane Center,
the storm caused $125 billion in damages. Ex-
cept for Hurricane Katrina, that number sur-
passes all previous natural disasters in Amer-
ican history.

In order to support reaction and recovery
activities across 270,000 square miles, FEMA
organized massive deployments of federal em-
ployees both before and after the hurricanes’
landfalls.

Only $571.8 million in FEMA aid was given
to Texas households out of the disasters
$125 billion in damages.
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Despite the fact that catastrophe required a
great deal of aid, few people actually received
aid due to obstacles in the application proc-
ess.

H.R. 255 would eliminate some of the ob-
stacles that Texas residents experienced
when attempting to obtain federal aid after
Hurricane Harvey.

This bill would streamline the collection of
information, reduce duplication of process, and
make it easier for disaster victims to obtain as-
sistance.

Lawmakers must improve the process for
our constituents to receive aid as we see an
uprise in these climate disasters.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this legislation that would make the
federal assistance process easier for victims
of natural disasters.

————

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
JAMES ANDERSON

HON. ANDY KIM

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 27, 2023

Mr. KIM of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the retirement of James Ander-
son, a public servant in New Jersey’s 3rd Dis-
trict who dedicated his career to the
Willingboro Fire Department for four decades.

James began his work with the fire depart-
ment as a volunteer firefighter in May of 1982,
serving our community day in and day out in
times of crisis. Since that starting point of his
career, he grew into a professional many in
our district consider one of the most recogniz-
able firefighters throughout Burlington County.
After his first six years as a volunteer fire-
fighter, James helped to establish the
Willingboro  Fire Department Underwater
Search and Rescue Team, one of the first in
the county. Following its development, he ap-
plied his expertise and leadership as the Dive
Team Coordinator for the program.

Only a year after his work as Dive Team
Coordinator, James earned the title of a ca-
reer firefighter for the Naval Warfare Center
right on our Joint Base in Lakehurst. It was
there where he continued his work as an Air-
craft Crash Rescue Firefighter. Even through-
out his time on the Joint Base, James still held
service in the highest regard and continued
his volunteerism at the Willingboro Township
Fire Department.

In 1991, James gained the title of Provi-
sional Career Firefighter at the Willingboro
Firehouse he started in, with which he served
an additional eight years before transitioning
to the Willingboro Township Bureau of Inspec-
tions applying his investigative and interpreta-
tive skills to fire investigations. In May of 2008
James returned to the Firehouse as a senior
firefighter, where in his final professional role,
he took the most pride in being a “senior
man” and mentoring aspiring firefighters, who
eventually graduated to become supervisors
and officers themselves.

James’ contributions to our Burlington Coun-
ty community have earned him numerous
awards and accolades over the years. He
earned life memberships within the Willingboro
Fire Department and eventually the New Jer-
sey State Fireman’s Association. He was also
recognized as Firefighter of the Year in 2014.
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His respective units and teams were recog-
nized time and time again for their courageous
actions—twice with Unit Citations for multiple
rescues—as well as most recently in 2022,
with the Valor Award.

Through these remarkable milestones and
achievements, James culminated his career
with founding the Sean Anderson Foundation
to give back to his fellow firefighters. Through
this organization, they provide assistance and
support to firefighters, emergency medical
technicians, and the overall community relief
efforts of Burlington County. It is because of
his dedication both in his career and personal
life, that many people can continue to feel
safe every day as well as have the resources
they need to succeed.

New Jersey is grateful for the work that
James has done, and | hope that his career
can inspire others to carry on his legacy as a
champion for service. | know | speak for the
3rd District in wishing James a happy retire-
ment filled with spending quality time with his
family.

———

HONORING THE SERVICE AND SAC-
RIFICE OF SERGEANT STEVEN
ROBIN AND OFFICER BRANDEN
ESTORFFE

HON. MIKE EZELL

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 27, 2023

Mr. EZELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize and honor the lives of 2 fallen heroes,
Bay St. Louis Police officers Sergeant Steven
Robin and Officer Branden Estorffe, who were
shot and killed in the line of duty this past De-
cember.

Sergeant Steven Robin served 3 years with
the Bay St. Louis Police Department after prior
service with the Hancock County Sheriff's Of-
fice. Officer Branden Estorffe served 2 years
with the Bay St. Louis Police Department.

During their law enforcement careers, both
men received numerous accolades for their
dedication to protecting their community.

Sergeant Steven Robin received Overall
Top Academic Honors with the Hancock
County Law Enforcement Training Academy.
Sergeant Robin took on supervisory roles dur-
ing his tenures with both the Waveland Police
Department and the Bay St. Louis Police De-
partment, serving as a Field Training Officer
and Sergeant with both departments.

Officer Branden Estorffe was recognized for
Top Academics with the Combat Readiness
Training Center. Officer Estorffe also earned
the Firearms Award with the Harrison County
Law Enforcement Training Academy and
maintained high firearms standards with the
National Rifle Association and the Hancock
County Sheriff's Office Special Response
Team.

Sergeant Steven Robin is survived by his
wife, Amy, his parents, Michael and Julie
Robin, his son, Brandon Boudreaux, his 2
special girls whom he considered daughters,
Tessa Delsied and Emmaleigh Melton, his
granddaughter, Rosie, his 2 brothers, Brian
and Glenn Robin, his father-in-law, Lester
Bush, his mother-in-law, Mary Bush, his broth-
er-in-law, Brad Bush, his sister-in-law, Steph-
anie Bush, and his 2 godchildren, Braeleigh,
and Addilyn Delsied.
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Officer Branden Estorffe is survived by his
parents, lan and Heather Estorffe, and his sib-
lings, Lilly and Sophia Estorffe, Jordana and
Chloe Gilkerson, and Andrew Porter, his
grandparents, Rex and Lynda Estorffe and
Tommy and Sheila Burkett, and his aunts and
uncles, Lauren and Greg Walters, Jennifer
and Jason Polk, and Chad Goodfellow.

May we remember their selfless commit-
ment, their service, and ultimately their sac-
rifice. Their families are in the thoughts and
prayers of myself, this body, and everyone in
Mississippi.

RECOGNIZING HENRY LYKES
HON. RASHIDA TLAIB

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 27, 2023

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, today | want to
recognize Henry Lykes, a resident of Inkster in
Michigan’s 12th District Strong, for his hard
work on behalf of retirees across southeast
Michigan.

For more than 30 years, Mr. Lykes was an
employee of Wayne County, from which he re-
tired in 2001. Moved to action by attacks on
retiree benefits, Mr. Lykes kept busy in retire-
ment. Henry founded and acted as President
of AFSCME Wayne County Retirees Sub-
Chapter #38 in October of 2004. He was form-
ative in making Sub-Chapter #38 one of the
largest and most active AFSCME Retirees
sub-chapters. He led that group until October
of 2017. He was part of a legal action that re-
sulted in healthcare retirees receiving a de-
served monthly stipend.

In 2017, Mr. Lykes was elected as the
founding President of AFSCME Retirees
Michigan Chapter 255. He served in that ca-
pacity through November of 2022. He also
served as the Executive Vice President of the
Michigan Alliance for Retired Americans. Mr.
Lykes fought for worker and retiree benefits to
ensure a good quality of life for families across
Michigan. In each of these organizations he
was active as a delegate on the County, State
and International levels. As a founding officer
in these organizations he worked on bylaws,
rules and regulations. He was an integral part
of each organization and helped to build their
memberships.

Mr. Lykes is proud of his service as a pre-
cinct delegate in Inkster. He has attended
many state conventions as a delegate and has
been a Michigan delegate to the Presidential
conventions. Mr. Lykes enjoys spending time
with his family, including Barbara, his wife of
more than 40 years, their children, 8 grand-
children, and 5 great grandchildren.

Please join me in recognizing the numerous
and remarkable contributions of Mr. Henry
Lykes to southeast Michigan, and Michigan’s
12th Congressional District.

———

INVESTING IN MAIN STREET ACT
OF 2023

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, January 25, 2023

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of H.R. 400, the Investing in Main
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