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Throughout his career, Rodney served in a 

number of leadership roles in both California 
and Washington, including as a District Rang-
er on the Okanogan-Wenatchee, Plumas, and 
El Dorado National Forests. He returned to the 
Colville in 2008 as the Deputy Forest Super-
visor and later became a Ranger. In 2015, he 
was named the Forest Supervisor for the en-
tire Colville National Forest. 

Rodney’s tenure as Forest Supervisor was 
defined by leadership that made the Colville 
National Forest one of the most productive na-
tional forests in the country. He made it his 
mission to champion innovative conservation 
efforts and proactive forest management strat-
egies in the hopes of unleashing economic op-
portunities for our rural communities and pro-
tecting the forest for generations to come. 

And it worked. Rodney’s innovative ap-
proach secured the A to Z Project, a public- 
private partnership where local communities, 
conservation groups, the recreational commu-
nity, industry, and the forest service teamed 
up to proactively and collaboratively manage 
Colville National Forest. This project has been 
remarkably successful in mitigating wildfire 
risks in our community and serves as a na-
tional model for forest restoration that will im-
prove our environment and the economy. 

Rodney’s passion for the land, the people, 
and the communities he serves is unmatched. 
His career of service is proof of that. He never 
stopped searching for new ways to increase 
the pace and scale of restoration, and he 
would always ask why or how we could do 
better. This results-driven mindset is what em-
powered our partnership to be so successful 
throughout the years. 

Mr. Speaker, l will dearly miss working with 
my friend Rodney Smoldon when he retires at 
the end of the month, but l know the best is 
yet to come for him and his family. In honor 
of an illustrious career of dedicated service to 
the Colville National Forest and the entire 
Northeastern Washington community, l ask my 
colleagues to join me in congratulating Rod-
ney Smoldon on his retirement. We wish him 
the best as he embarks on his next adventure. 
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CELEBRATING THE EXPANSION OF 
ROCKWALL HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. PAT FALLON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2023 

Mr. FALLON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the groundbreaking of Rockwall High 
School’s newest Ninth Grade Center. Located 
in Rockwall, Texas, Rockwall High School op-
erates as part of Rockwall Independent School 
District and has continuously prepared North 
Texas students for success. 

Rockwall ISD’s first documented schools 
date back to the late 1840’s near Heath, 
Texas. Its first high school was founded in 
1925, and the first superintendent was J.A. 
Wilkerson, who also served as a math teacher 
and football coach. In 1935, Rockwall ISD pur-
chased its first school bus and began trans-
porting students from nearby county schools. 

Under Superintendent Wilkerson’s leader-
ship, Rockwall ISD constructed its first football 
stadium, now known as the Hobart Wisdom 
Field. Over thirty years later, the new 
Wilkerson-Sanders Memorial Stadium was 

constructed in honor of Mr. Wilkerson and 
Harvey Sanders, a local businessman and 
longtime supporter. 

Rockwall High School first opened in 1965 
and has expanded its educational outreach 
over the years to local counties. The new 
Ninth Grade Center is expected to be com-
pleted by August 2024, and it will encompass 
state-of-the-art technology centers, lounge 
areas, and refreshing outdoor spaces to ac-
commodate all students. I’m proud to rep-
resent such distinguished students, and I look 
forward to their continued growth and success. 

I have requested the United States flag to 
be flown over our Nation’s Capitol to recog-
nize this historic expansion for the students, 
teachers, and staff of North Texas. Congratu-
lations to Rockwall High School, and I wish all 
students an excellent school year. 
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OPPOSING H.R. 1615, THE ‘‘GAS 
STOVE PROTECTION AND FREE-
DOM ACT’’ AND H.R. 1640, THE 
‘‘SAVE OUR STOVES ACT’’ 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2023 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise in op-
position to H.R. 1615, the Gas Stove Protec-
tion and Freedom Act, and H.R. 1640, the 
Save Our Stoves Act. These bills are the lat-
est Republican attempt to manufacture a crisis 
and reject commonsense rulemaking from the 
Biden administration. These bills are purpose-
fully misleading and reject legitimate concerns 
about the threats gas stoves pose to our per-
sonal safety, public safety, and the energy effi-
ciency of our homes. 

Since 1972, the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC) has worked with manu-
facturers to protect Americans from unsafe 
consumer products by issuing recalls, devel-
oping safety standards, and conducting re-
search into product-related illness and injury. 
The CPSC does not have the authority to ban 
gas stoves, but they are obligated to ensure 
the gas stoves in our homes aren’t hazardous 
for our health. For example, in December 
2022, CPSC issued a recall on a specific gas 
stove product that was found to pose serious 
risk of injury or death from carbon monoxide 
poisoning. H.R. 1615 would prohibit CPSC 
from protecting consumers from a similar haz-
ardous problem with gas stoves in the future. 
Why would we limit the CPSC’s ability to issue 
recalls on products that will harm our families? 
Congress should be encouraging CPSC to ex-
plore all allegations that appliances or other 
consumer products are unsafe to children and 
adults and should give the CPSC more, not 
fewer, tools for eliminating or mitigating the 
safety risks they uncover. 

Contrary to Republican talking points, the 
Biden administration is not coming to take 
your gas stove. That is simply untrue. The De-
partment of Energy (DOE) does not have the 
authority to ban gas stoves or other appli-
ances based on fuel sources, nor should it 
have the authority. The DOE is mandated by 
Congress to set energy efficiency standards 
for home appliances. As required, the Depart-
ment issued new energy efficiency standards 
in February 2023. Nearly half of gas stoves on 
the market are already in compliance with the 

new DOE energy efficiency standard, and the 
rule gives manufacturers three years to com-
ply with the new standard. Yet H.R. 1640 goes 
further than just disapproving the new stand-
ard. The bill will also limit future rulemaking for 
energy efficient appliances. Mr. Speaker, why 
wouldn’t we want more efficient appliances in 
the future? 

Mr. Speaker, with these two bills, Repub-
licans are completely disregarding legitimate 
concerns about the nitrogen dioxide emitted 
by gas stoves. Members of Congress should 
not be fearmongering nor hiding data on the 
health impacts of gas stoves. Americans 
should have access to the most up-to-date in-
formation on consumer products so they can 
make purchases that are right for them. 

H.R. 1615 and H.R. 1640 should be re-
jected. 

f 

HONORING MANALAPAN TOWNSHIP 

HON. ANDY KIM 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2023 

Mr. KIM of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Manalapan Township as they 
celebrate the 175th anniversary of the town-
ship’s incorporation this week. 

Previously a part of Freehold Township, in 
February of 1848, the New Jersey State Leg-
islature founded Manalapan Township as a 
separate town, which is now part of New Jer-
sey’s 3rd District. The town received its name 
from Lenape Indian words ‘‘manel’’ for drinking 
and ‘‘paune’’ for bread, which meant good 
land to settle upon for Indigenous peoples. 
Manalapan originated as a rural farm town 
within our state, and over many years, held a 
major role within the agricultural industry, 
growing grains and a wide variety of vegeta-
bles. 

During the American Revolution, Manalapan 
served as a crossroad for one of the sites of 
the Battle of Monmouth, which occurred on 
June 28, 1778 and involved 30,000 British and 
Continental troops. On the 200th anniversary 
of the Battle, in 1978, the State of New Jersey 
opened the 1,520 acre Monmouth Battlefield 
State Park, a majority of which is in 
Manalapan Township. Every year to com-
memorate the occasion, the town also holds a 
reenactment of the Battle, which was a nota-
ble part of the Revolution. 

Throughout these major events, the town 
has grown past its original humble beginnings. 
With only 1,910 people calling it home at the 
time of its incorporation, Manalapan quickly 
rose to have the population of over 39,000 
residents that exists today. Known by many as 
a safe community with many local draws like 
excellent schools and convenient access to 
metropolitan areas, the town has become a 
destination for many families to build their 
lives and have a place to call home. 

We are proud to celebrate the accomplish-
ments of Manalapan Township over the 
course of their 175-year history. I look forward 
to all they will continue to accomplish and 
many more years of notable milestones. 
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HONORING RACHEL LEPINE 

HON. CHUCK EDWARDS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 15, 2023 

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Ms. Rachel Lepine for her invaluable 
work as a Congressional Intern serving in my 
D.C. office. I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank her for her hard work and recognize 
the meaningful contributions she made at the 
office this summer. 

Rachel Lepine is from Hendersonville, North 
Carolina. Rachel graduated from the Honors 
College at Western Carolina University in De-
cember 2022 with a Bachelor of Science in 
Political Science and minor in Journalism. Ra-
chel previously completed a successful intern-
ship for the City of Hendersonville in commu-
nications and was an Undergraduate Re-
search Associate at Western Carolina Univer-
sity. 

Interns work with staff to serve constituents 
in North Carolina’s 11th Congressional District. 
Rachel was chosen from a competitive pool of 
applicants and exceeded every expectation. 

It was a pleasure to work with Rachel. and 
I am proud to have such an intelligent and 
ambitious intern representing my office. Ra-
chel exemplified the spirit of public service and 
represents the best that Western North Caro-
lina has to offer. Congratulations to Rachel on 
the successful completion of her internship. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE EXPANSION OF 
ROCKWALL-HEATH HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. PAT FALLON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 15, 2023 

Mr. FALLON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the groundbreaking of Rockwall- 
Heath High School’s newest Ninth Grade Cen-
ter. Located in Heath, Texas, Rockwall-Heath 
High School operates as part of Rockwall 
Independent School District and has continu-
ously prepared North Texas students for suc-
cess. 

Rockwall ISD’s first documented schools 
date back to the late 1840’s near Heath, 
Texas. Its first high school was founded in 
1925, and the first superintendent was J.A. 
Wilkerson, who also served as a math teacher 
and football coach. In 1935, Rockwall ISD pur-
chased its first school bus and began trans-
porting students from nearby county schools. 

Under Superintendent Wilkerson’s leader-
ship, Rockwall ISD constructed its first football 
stadium, now known as the Hobart Wisdom 
Field. Over thirty years later, the new 
Wilkerson-Sanders Memorial Stadium was 
constructed in honor of Mr. Wilkerson and 
Harvey Sanders, a local businessman and 
longtime supporter. 

Rockwall-Heath High School first opened in 
2005 and has expanded its educational out-
reach over the years to local counties. The 
new Ninth Grade Center is expected to be 
completed by August 2024, and it will encom-
pass state-of-the-art technology centers, 
lounge areas, and refreshing outdoor spaces 
to accommodate all students. I’m proud to rep-
resent such distinguished students, and I look 
forward to their continued growth and success. 

I have requested the United States flag to 
be flown over our Nation’s Capitol to recog-
nize this historic expansion for the students, 
teachers, and staff of North Texas. Congratu-
lations to Rockwall-Heath High School, and I 
wish all students an excellent school year. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE JOB WINSLOW 
CHAPTER OF THE NATIONAL SO-
CIETY OF THE DAUGHTERS OF 
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2023 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor 
to recognize the Job Winslow Chapter of the 
National Society of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution (NSDAR). Located in 
Traverse City, the chapter was initially orga-
nized and chartered in 1914. It was named in 
honor of Job Winslow, a Veteran of the Revo-
lutionary War from Dighton, Massachusetts. 
He was a soldier, patriot, and loving father to 
his daughter, Elida Jane Winslow Lind, who 
resided in the Traverse City area. As 
Michiganders, we extend our utmost gratitude 
to the Winslow Family and offer best wishes to 
the members of the chapter for their Com-
memorative Marker Ceremony, held on June 
17, 2023. 

The NSDAR boasts over 50 chapters in 
Michigan alone and has connected with count-
less members throughout their time in our 
state. They offer programs to their local com-
munity, schools, Veterans, and military per-
sonnel, which throughout the chapter’s 109- 
year history has emphasized health, structural 
support systems, and other lifeline resources. 

On June 17, 2023, members of the chapter, 
their families, and other attendees will gather 
at Oakwood Cemetery to bestow a well-de-
served plaque upon Elida Jane Winslow Lind’s 
grave, honoring the legacy of both Elida and 
her father. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize the 
Job Winslow Chapter of the National Society 
of the Daughters of the American Revolution 
and I wish them well for their Commemorative 
Marker Ceremony on June 17, 2023. On be-
half of Michigan’s First District, I extend my 
appreciation to all involved in the NSDAR and 
wish them all the best in their future endeav-
ors. 
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OPPOSING H.R. 1615, THE ‘‘GAS 
STOVE PROTECTION OF FREE-
DOM ACT’’ AND H.R. 1640, THE 
‘‘SAVE OUR GAS STOVES ACT’’ 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2023 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I am here 
today to speak in opposition to the proposed 
legislation, H.R. 1615, the Gas Stove Protec-
tion Freedom Act and H.R. 1640, the Save our 
Gas Stoves Act. 

The Consumer Product Safety Commission 
(CPSC) is responsible for protecting children 
and other consumers from unreasonable risk 
of injury or death from consumer products. 

The CPSC carries out its mission by inves-
tigating allegations that consumer products 
pose an unreasonable safety risk, working 
with industry to develop voluntary product 
safety standards, issuing, and enforcing man-
datory standards on hazardous consumer 
products, and recalling unsafe consumer prod-
ucts or arranging for their repair. 

The CPSC has a history of protecting chil-
dren and adults from safety risks across a 
wide range of products, including removing 
hazardous infant sleep products from the mar-
ket, adopting corded window coverings stand-
ards to prevent strangulation of children, and 
working with industry to reduce the risk of fires 
from micro mobility devices like hoverboards 
and e-scooters. 

Republicans are deliberately misleading the 
American public with this legislation, which is 
designed to scare consumers and, unfortu-
nately, Republicans are ignoring the reason-
able steps the CPSC has taken to study and 
address the hazards posed to our children by 
gas stove emissions. 

Legitimate concerns have been raised about 
the health impact, particularly on children, of 
the nitrogen dioxide emitted by gas stoves. 

Observational studies have found that chil-
dren living in households that use gas stoves 
are 42 percent more likely to have asthma. 

In December 2022, CPSC issued a recall on 
a specific gas stove product that was found to 
be a serious risk of injury or death from car-
bon monoxide poisoning. 

H.R. 1615 would prohibit CPSC from using 
its rulemaking authority to ban all such haz-
ardous products to protect to Americans. 

As the Chairman of the CPSC explained 
earlier this year, the Commission does not 
have a proceeding to ban gas stoves but is re-
searching gas stoves and exploring ways to 
address health risks. 

The Republicans’ bill peddles the lie that the 
Biden Administration is attempting to ban gas 
stoves, but the facts simply are not on their 
side. 

H.R. 1615 will stifle scientific investigation 
into health hazards and create bad precedent 
when it comes to protecting our children from 
health and safety hazards. 

Protecting and improving the health and 
well-being of our children should not be a par-
tisan issue. 

On a bipartisan basis, we should be encour-
aging the CPSC to explore all allegations that 
appliances or other consumer products put our 
children’s health at risk and give the CPSC 
more, not fewer, tools for eliminating or miti-
gating safety risks they uncover. 

It is unconscionable to limit the CPSC’s op-
tions for addressing the potential risks of gas 
stoves—a product found in homes across 
America—before the CPSC has fully explored 
the risks posed by gas stoves and potential 
solutions. 

Efficiency standards are not bans. 
Republicans are deliberately misleading the 

American public to prevent the Department of 
Energy (DOE) from fulfilling its statutory obli-
gations and finalizing an efficiency standard 
that will save consumers money. 

H.R. 1640 prohibits the Secretary of Energy 
from finalizing or enforcing a February 2023 
proposed rule that would improve the effi-
ciency of electric and gas stoves, ultimately 
saving families money on their energy bills. 

The Republicans’ bill simply peddles the lie 
that the Biden Administration is attempting to 
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