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REMEMBERING LISA MARIE 
PRESLEY 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
profound sadness to mark the passing of a 
daughter of Memphis and a world-renowned 
ambassador of American music and culture, 
Lisa Marie Presley. Lisa Marie passed on Jan-
uary 12 at the age of 54. Her life was cele-
brated this past Sunday at Graceland, in 
Memphis, where she is buried with her father, 
Elvis, and her 27-year-old son, Benjamin 
Storm Keough, in the mansion’s Memorial 
Garden. Lisa Marie was born in Memphis on 
February 1, 1968, and the event made head-
lines around the world. She remained in the 
limelight throughout her life, bestowing her 
charm on her hometown by unveiling the U.S. 
postage stamp honoring her father in Mem-
phis, leading her own musical career, nur-
turing her father’s legacy, and remembering 
Graceland as a place of refuge even though 
she was there when her father passed away 
in 1977. As befits a rock ’n roll legend with 3 
well-regarded studio albums, she was given a 
star-studded send off on a cold and dreary 
day with her mother, Priscilla, reciting a poem; 
Sarah, the Duchess of York and a friend, re-
membering her lost son; and Alanis 
Morissette, Billy Corgan, the Blackwood Broth-
ers Quartet, and Axl Rose offering musical 
tributes. The service was bookended by Jason 
Clark and The Tennessee Mass Choir, who 
began with ‘‘Amazing Grace.’’ It was an honor 
to attend the celebration of her life in front of 
Graceland along with ‘‘Elvis’’ director Baz 
Luhrmann; actor Austin Butler, who portrayed 
Elvis in Luhrmann’s film; Jerry Schilling, one 
of Elvis’ closest friends and a family con-
fidante; former Memphis and Shelby County 
Mayor A C Wharton; Memphis Mayor Jim 
Strickland; and an estimated 5,000 fans. I 
wish to express my deepest condolences to 
Lisa Marie’s mother, my friend Priscilla, Lisa 
Marie’s daughters, actress Riley Keough and 
twins Harper Vivienne Ann Lockwood and Fin-
ley Aaron Love Lockwood, and all who knew 
and loved her. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF CITY 
MANAGER CATHERINE COOK 

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the service of Ms. Catherine Cook of 
Hope, Arkansas. 

Ms. Cook has honorably served the city of 
Hope since 1990 and has been City Manager 
since 1996. Local officials like Ms. Cook are 
the backbone of America, as they assess and 

address the needs of their communities. As 
City Manager, she was instrumental in main-
taining and improving the infrastructure of the 
City of Hope. She has also been active in the 
community outside of her work as City Man-
ager. This work helped Hope flourish, and the 
impact of her projects are being felt daily by 
local families and businesses. Thanks to all 
that Ms. Cook has done, future generations of 
Hope residents will have a legacy they can 
build on and be proud to share. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank City Manager Cook for 
her 32 years of service and dedication to the 
people of Hope. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT 
OF MARZETTE ‘‘MARZY’’ BED-
FORD-BILLINGHURST, LONGTIME 
FEDERAL EMPLOYEE AND CIVIL 
SERVANT 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor a 
woman who has contributed so much to this 
Congress and this country: Marzette ‘Marzy’ 
Bedford-Billinghurst. After more than 3 dec-
ades in federal service, she recently began 
her well-earned retirement. As someone who 
has had the privilege of working closely with 
Marzy in the past, I can personally attest to 
her virtues as a sharp, dedicated, and gen-
erous federal civil servant and American. She 
deserves recognition for her many deeds in 
service to this Nation. 

Our work together began back in 1988 
when Marzy joined my legislative staff. As my 
Senior Legislative Assistant, she quickly be-
came an indispensable advisor on a broad 
range of issues. From formulating and drafting 
key legislation to taking meetings with con-
stituents and stakeholders, Marzy approached 
every part of the job with admirable enthu-
siasm and poise. She brought that same work 
ethic to the House Committee on the District 
of Columbia in 1993. Although we were sad to 
see Marzy leave our team, we knew she 
would always go wherever she was able to 
make the biggest difference in the lives of her 
fellow Americans. Indeed, that’s what took her 
to the Department of Labor in 1995. 

As an important official in DOL’s Women’s 
Bureau, Marzy was at the forefront of the ef-
fort to create more equitable and inclusive 
workplaces for women across the Nation. She 
helped advance initiatives addressing every-
thing from sexual harassment to gender, 
wage, and pregnancy discrimination in the 
workplace. Marzy also understood that faithful 
service to the federal government requires one 
to hold it to the same principles of equality, 
justice, and freedom that underpin our entire 
democracy. That’s why she pushed DOL to 
create designated rooms in its headquarters 
where mothers could breastfeed and pump in 
privacy. Marzy’s unyielding devotion to her 

crucial work earned her dozens of awards and 
honors over the years—including Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore’s Hammer Award and, most re-
cently, DOL’s Distinguished Career Service 
Award. Anyone boasting such an impressive 
list of accomplishments and accolades could 
rest easy knowing they did far more than their 
fair share to leave their country better than 
they found it. Marzy’s commitment to service, 
however, extended beyond her career. 

Throughout her decades working for the 
federal government, Marzy continued to de-
vote much of her spare time to bettering her 
community. Between 2005 and 2012, for in-
stance, she served as a House Manager for 
the Sacred Heart House Temporary Homeless 
Shelter for Women and Children in Denver, 
supporting women and families in need face- 
to-face. She also has served on the Board of 
Directors of the Denver chapter of Parents, 
Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
(PFLAG). After Hurricane Katrina devastated 
numerous communities in 2005, Marzy 
stepped up and volunteered to help with relief 
efforts for 30 days as part of a DOL delegation 
to the Federal Emergency Management Ad-
ministration. Marzy made all these contribu-
tions through her work and her volunteering 
while simultaneously raising 2 incredible sons, 
Kahler and Cameron, with her husband Mark. 
If that weren’t enough, her neighbors also en-
trusted her to serve as the captain of their 
local Democratic precinct and as their dele-
gate to the Democratic National Convention in 
2008. They recognized what I and everyone 
else who has had the pleasure to know Marzy 
have seen: she is a person of integrity—some-
one who will always stand up for what is right. 

That will remain true even as Marzy begins 
her retirement from federal service. I have no 
doubt that she will continue to help those in 
need, strengthen her community, and speak 
up for the principles she devoted her career to 
promoting. I often say that dedication and reli-
ability are the 2 most critical traits in our fed-
eral civil service. Marzy exemplifies both. She 
has inspired many to follow in her footsteps 
and serve our country. Although the many 
friends and colleagues Marzy has made over 
the years will surely miss her guidance and 
expertise, I know I speak for all of us in wish-
ing her and her family well as she begins this 
exciting new chapter. She has my thanks as 
well as the gratitude of this House and the 
American people. May Marzy enjoy a happy 
and satisfying retirement. She has earned it. 

f 

APPRECIATING MRS. JACKIE 
AUTRY’S REFUGEE STAND 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend a great American for her inspiring 
clarion call to support refugees. Jackie Autry, 
the widow of the crooning cowboy singer and 
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film actor Gene Autry, placed an advertise-
ment in Tuesday’s New York Times, warning 
that denying entry to refugees at the Southern 
Border will give the United States ‘‘another 
black eye.’’ She compared the errors being 
made today to the slaughter of Native Ameri-
cans, the enslavement of Africans, and the de-
nial of entry to the M.S. St. Louis with more 
than 900 Jewish refugees during World War II. 
‘‘The current tragedy at the Southern Border 
will rank up there with these three,’’ she wrote. 
Gene Autry gave up a career in Hollywood 
and international stardom to fight for our coun-
try in World War II, Mrs. Autry noted, and he 
would be offended at the treatment of refu-
gees ‘‘turned . . . away in the freezing tem-
peratures of Christmas Eve.’’ She added: ‘‘We 
can’t find workers in this country, but Con-
gress will keep refugees out who want to 
work.’’ She called on all who can ‘‘to protect 
those who need protection and do what is 
right.’’ I could not say it better and am proud 
to amplify her thoughtful and courageous 
statement. Thank you, Mrs. Autry. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ED 
BOWMAN 

HON. TROY BALDERSON 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. BALDERSON. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
honor to rise today to pay tribute to the mem-
ory of a Zanesville, Ohio legend, Coach Ed 
Bowman. 

Born in 1928, Coach Bowman served in the 
U.S. Army during the Korean War and re-
turned home to a 36-year career with the 
United States Postal Service as a beloved 
local mail carrier. 

Ed coached the St Thomas 7th and 8th 
Grade Boys Basketball for over 40 years, 
mentoring hundreds—if not thousands—of 
players during his tenure. 

In recognition of his service, Coach Bow-
man was inducted into the Rosecrans Athletic 
Boosters Hall of Fame, Zanesville Daybreak 
Rotary Club Community Service Award in 
2015 and is a Member of ‘‘Forever Dads Leg-
acy of Fatherhood’’ Class of 2018. 

Coach Bowman leaves behind a lasting leg-
acy in the Zanesville community. 

f 

PROTECTING AMERICA’S STRA-
TEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVE 
FROM CHINA ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 12, 2023 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pro-
vide remarks on H.R. 22. Republicans brought 
H.R. 22, the Protecting America’s Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve from China Act, to the 
House Floor today to prohibit selling oil from 
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve to China. 

This legislation would not be necessary if 
the previous Republican majority hadn’t lifted 
a ban on crude oil exports, in place since 
1975, at the urging of their Big Oil friends in 
2015. 

China has now exploited this harmful Re-
publican policy change by purchasing and 
stockpiling American crude oil. U.S. exports of 
crude oil to China increased nearly 100-fold 
under President Trump. During the Trump ad-
ministration, U.S. oil companies sent over 391 
million barrels of crude oil to China. 

House Democrats had legislation (the Buy 
low and Sell High Act) that would go further to 
protect American interests by not only banning 
the export of Strategic Petroleum Reserve oil 
to China, but also to adversaries such as 
North Korea, Russia, Iran, and any other 
country under U.S. sanctions. If Republicans 
really wanted to tackle this issue, they would 
have worked with us in a bipartisan manner to 
pass this legislation last Congress. 

Republicans passed this legislation to fix a 
political problem they created for themselves, 
which in the end, doesn’t solve the problem. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 200TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF MARION COUNTY 

HON. MIKE BOST 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 200th anniversary of Marion County, 
Illinois. 

Known as the ‘‘Gateway of Little Egypt,’’ 
Marion County was organized January 24, 
1823, and was named in honor of Revolu-
tionary War General Francis Marion. General 
Marion pioneered the use of irregular warfare 
against the British during the American Revo-
lution, with his tactics forming a part of the 
modern-day military doctrine of the U.S. 
Army’s 75th Ranger Regiment. 

Marion County is closely tied to the liveli-
hood and commerce of agriculture, the devel-
opment and expansion of railroads, and the 
discovery of natural resources including coal 
and oil. Today, 95 percent of the more than 
1,000 farms in Marion County are proudly 
family-owned, and they grow some of the best 
soybeans, corn, and wheat in the nation. 

I congratulate the residents, churches, com-
munity leaders, farmers, families, and factory 
workers on their contributions to their county 
and country and commend the generations of 
dedicated Marion County leaders who made 
the last 200 years so productive. I look for-
ward to the many achievements to come. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MR. MCKINLEY 
‘‘MACK’’ WILBOURN 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my honor and pleasure to rise today, to ex-
tend heartfelt congratulations to an extraor-
dinary entrepreneur, corporate leader, philan-
thropist, political savant, patron of the arts and 
friend of longstanding, Mr. McKinley ‘‘Mack’’ 
Wilbourn. On Tuesday, January 17, 2023, 
friends, family, leaders in commerce, govern-
ment, and others from across the country, 
gathered at the High Museum of Art, 1280 
Peachtree Street NE, in Atlanta, Georgia to 

participate in ‘‘The Mack Trilogy’’ celebrating 
50 years of excellence in business, Mack’s 
79th birthday and launching The Mack 
Wilbourn Legacy Foundation. It was a fitting 
tribute to a man who through hard work and 
perseverance used his God-given ‘‘talent’’, 
grew it to the pinnacle of financial success, 
and is reaching back to lift others behind him. 

Mack Wilbourn, a native of Magnolia, Arkan-
sas, attended Tucson High School and the 
University of Arizona where he majored in ac-
counting. From one of his first jobs as a youth 
at Jack in the Box, he began his experience 
in the restaurant industry and in 1971, along 
with his partner, Brad Hubbert, became one of 
the first minority McDonald’s franchisees in the 
Atlanta area, growing to 4 restaurants and 150 
employees. His current franchises include At-
lanta Bread & Bar, Baja Fresh Mexican, 
Famiglia Pizza, Phillips Seafood, Popeyes and 
We Juice It at Hartsfield-Jackson International 
Airport. He is managing partner of MWJ, LLC, 
a vending company and has managed the 
Coca Cola Vending locations throughout the 
Atlanta airport since 2004. He started an angel 
investment firm focused on startup businesses 
that could potentially compete on the next 
level with proper resources and guidance. 

Mack has pursued joint business opportuni-
ties as a consultant with Parodies Midfield 
Corporation, The Rouse Corporation (Under-
ground Atlanta), and Service America Cor-
poration (Fulton County Jail Foodservice), 
started the first Popeye’s Chicken in an airport 
and his Edy’s Ice Cream, also at the airport, 
and became an Olympic Licensee for color 
changing mugs for the Atlanta 1996 Olympic 
Games. 

Mack has earned numerous awards and 
been recognized by the Atlanta Business 
League, Minority Business Entrepreneur, Fran-
chise Update, Georgia Restaurant Association, 
City of College Park, the Atlanta Convention & 
Visitors Bureau, among many. Always politi-
cally active, he has hosted 4 Democratic 
Presidents: Jimmy Carter, Bill Clinton, Barrack 
Obama; and Joe Biden; as well as Congres-
sional, State and local leaders from Mayor 
Maynard Jackson and Ambassador Andrew 
Young to Reverend Senator Raphael 
Warnock. 

Believing that service is the rent we pay for 
the space we occupy on this earth, Mack has 
been a servant leader in the larger community 
with Atlanta Business League, Butler Street 
YMCA, The Urban League, the NAACP, Zoo 
Atlanta, The Martin Luther King, Jr. Center, 
The National Black Arts Festival, The Atlanta 
Tip Off Club, Brain Injury Association of Geor-
gia, The High Museum and Center for Pup-
petry Arts and numerous youth organizations. 

Mack serves on the boards of Georgia Pri-
mary Bank, The Center Helping Obesity in 
Children End Successfully (CHOICES), The 
Piedmont Foundation, the Smithsonian Na-
tional Portrait Gallery Museum, and the Demo-
cratic National Finance Committee. Moreover, 
he is an active member of Salem Bible 
Church. 

Mack Wilbourn has accomplished much in 
his 79 years of life. However, as a man of 
deep faith he knows that none of it would 
have been possible without the Grace of God 
and the love and support of his family includ-
ing his sons, McKenzie and Marquis along 
with his 3 grandchildren. 

It has been said that the true person of suc-
cess is not the one who climbs the ladder of 
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