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Eife of Haddon Township, New Jersey, a resi-
dent dedicated to his community, country, and 
those who have bravely served and defended 
the United States of America. 

f 

HONORING VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL 
BOYS’ BASKETBALL FOR WIN-
NING THE CLASS 4A BASKET-
BALL STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY NUNN 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 25, 2023 

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Valley High School Boys Basket-
ball of West Des Moines for winning the Class 
4A Basketball State Championship beating the 
Waukee Northwest Wolves. 

Since 2018, the Valley Tigers had not been 
in the State Championship. However, when 
they showed up this year, they showed up to 
play. 

Making 80 percent of three pointers and 
nearly 70 percent of the shots taken, the Ti-
gers were here to win. 

By outscoring and mastering the rebounding 
battle, they put up the points needed to main-
tain the lead. 

In the final 8 minutes of the game, the 
Wolves went for a comeback, but Valley was 
prepared. 

After a 4-year hiatus, the Tigers are Cham-
pions once again. The third state champion-
ship in the history of the school, and the sec-
ond in the last seven years. Truly a monu-
mental moment for the players, coach, staff, 
students, and parents. 

We are so proud of all of them and know 
how meaningful this win truly is. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ROBERT BOSTON 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 25, 2023 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, with my col-
leagues Senator MIKE CRAPO and JIM RISCH, 
I rise today to honor the exceptional and dis-
tinguished career of Mr. Robert D. Boston. Mr. 
Boston has dedicated more than 38 years to 
federal service, that includes his 23 years of 
service at the U.S. Department of Energy. 

Mr. Boston has led an impressive life and 
career, and we are most grateful for his lead-
ership role as the Manager of the Department 
of Energy’s Idaho Operations Office—a posi-
tion he has honorably served in for many 
years. In this role, he has been responsible for 
oversight of the Idaho National Laboratory 
(INL), the nation’s leading nuclear energy re-
search, development, and demonstration lab-
oratory; and for providing oversight of the en-
vironmental cleanup and waste management 
mission at the Idaho site. 

As Deputy Manager and later Manager, he 
was instrumental in negotiating agreements 
between the Department of Energy and the 
State of Idaho. Many of these agreements 
have been critical to establishing the INL as 
the nation’s lead nuclear research and devel-
opment laboratory. Under his leadership, a 
path was created in the agreement for the INL 

to receive spent nuclear fuel for research pur-
poses and an approach was developed for the 
handling of spent fuel from important on-site 
reactor demonstrations. These elements will 
ensure ongoing missions at the Lab. 

The INL is home to the world’s most power-
ful test reactor, the Advanced Test Reactor 
(ATR). This test reactor serves as the flagship 
irradiation facility in the U.S. and can simulta-
neously support a variety of experiments for 
multiple customers like the Department of En-
ergy, the U.S. Navy, or university and industry 
partners. During his tenure, Mr. Boston 
oversaw the important maintenance overhaul 
of ATR Core Internals Changeout VI. The 11- 
month outage, the longest and most complex 
outage in ATR history, was completed in 
March of 2022 and will enable the nation’s 
principal test reactor to continue safe oper-
ations critical to the Department’s research 
portfolio and security mission. 

Mr. Boston played a key role in DOE history 
when he led the effort to restart the Transient 
Test Reactor in 2017. This transient reactor 
facility, also known as TREAT, is a unique na-
tional asset and is now providing the Nation 
with a testing capability that has been missing 
since 1994. While in operation at INL, TREAT 
will help shape the future of clean energy and 
foster new ways to bring innovative reactor 
technologies to the market. 

Under his leadership, the INL completed 
many major infrastructure improvements, and 
significantly improved research and develop-
ment capabilities with state-of-the-art equip-
ment and facilities. In addition to these im-
provements, Mr. Boston has also been in-
volved in establishing new and innovative re-
actor projects, including the Versatile Test Re-
actor, the PELE Department of Defense reac-
tor, and the Microreactor Applications Re-
search Validation and Evaluation project 
(MARVEL), among others. 

Mr. Boston will also leave an enduring im-
pression on the future generations of nuclear 
engineers in Idaho. He is adjunct faculty at 
Idaho State University (ISU) and a member of 
the ISU Reactor Safety Committee, ISU Engi-
neering Advisory Board, and the ISU Health 
Physics Advisory Board. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Boston’s leadership has 
had a lasting impact on the advancement of 
the Idaho National Laboratory, the Nation’s 
nuclear energy program and national security 
missions. We sincerely thank Mr. Boston for 
his dedicated service to our state and country 
and wish him well in this next chapter of his 
life. 
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HONORING THE CAREER OF SFC 
(RET.) ALAN CONRAD 

HON. JIM BANKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 25, 2023 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the career of SFC Alan Conrad, JROTC 
Army Instructor at Concordia Lutheran High 
School, who is retiring at the end of the school 
year. 

Sergeant Conrad has been the Army In-
structor at Concordia Lutheran for a remark-
able 29 years. In this role, he’s helped fulfill 
the mission of the Army’s JROTC program: 
‘‘To Motivate Young People to be Better Citi-

zens.’’ For nearly 30 years, his commitment to 
students has helped shape new generations of 
leaders. 

Prior to his career al Concordia, Sergeant 
Conrad was active duty in the Army. As a 
Communication SGT, Conrad was assigned to 
Special Forces Detachment Alpha where he 
deployed several times to Central and Latin 
America between 1983 and 1986 as part of 
the military’s efforts to monitor and arrest the 
flow of illegal drugs to the United States. 

SFC Conrad’s service also included multiple 
deployments to the U.S.-Mexico border to 
work with the U.S. Border Patrol’s BORTAC 
unit, whose mission is to neutralize terror 
threats to the American homeland. 

With 15 years of active service in the Army, 
Conrad earned numerous awards and decora-
tions, including the Master Parachutists’ 
Badge, Special Forces Tab, and the Special 
Forces ‘S’ Identifier. Civilian awards he earned 
include the Department of the Army Com-
mander’s Award for Civilian Service, Inde-
pendent Colleges of Indiana ‘‘Realizing the 
Dream’’ Award and the WKJG TV Teacher 
Award. 

I wish him the very best as he begins a new 
chapter of his life. I’m proud to present this of-
ficial congressional document to him as a 
token of gratitude on behalf of all of Congress 
for his service to our community and country. 
Men like Conrad make our country great, and 
for him we are most grateful. 

f 

SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
CENTER OF IOWA—JORGE 
VILLEDA—IN OTTUMWA 
(WAPELLO COUNTY) 

HON. ZACHARY NUNN 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 25, 2023 

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Jorge Villeda of Ottumwa for re-
ceiving the Neal Smith Entrepreneur of the 
Year Award from the Small Business Develop-
ment Center of Iowa. 

Jorge is the type of individual who believed 
in the American Dream and worked hard to 
achieve it. He is the true definition of inspira-
tion to us as Iowans and to all of us as Ameri-
cans. 

His father was his encouragement all along 
as he had owned his own successful business 
in El Salvador. 

Jorge took the skills of good customer serv-
ice and the value of hard work from his early 
days working in his dad’s grocery store. He 
started his own construction business Villeda 
Construction in Ottumwa. 

He always loved hard work, so he started a 
business that combined his two favorite 
things—customer service and construction. 

Mr. Villeda’s achievements, personally and 
professionally, are a testament to what can be 
done if you never stop believing and working 
hard. Jorge’s story also demonstrates how, in 
a state like Iowa, anything is possible. 

I want to again congratulate Jorge for his 
achievement. His passion, dedication, and 
persistence are an encouragement to every 
person who has ever had a dream worth 
chasing. 
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RECOGNIZING THE REVEREND DR. 

EUGENE JOHNSON ON THE OCCA-
SION OF HIS RETIREMENT AS 
PASTOR OF MOUNT OLIVE BAP-
TIST CHURCH 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 25, 2023 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the Reverend Dr. Eugene Johnson 
on his retirement after 30 years of faithful 
leadership at Mount Olive Baptist Church in 
Centreville, Virginia. Mount Olive Baptist 
Church has served the spiritual needs of those 
in the Centreville and Northern Virginia com-
munities for nearly 120 years, and Dr. John-
son’s leadership has positioned this institution 
for another century of success. 

Rev. Dr. Eugene Johnson was born in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, and raised in nearby 
Oakville. His father was a minister and his 
mother worked avidly for the good of the com-
munity. Dr. Johnson received a Bachelor of 
Architecture Degree from Southern University, 
Baton Rouge, in 1970. He earned his Master 
of Divinity Degree at Howard University in 
1989, and in 2006, the Richmond Virginia 
Seminary conferred on him the prestigious 
Honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree for his ex-
emplary leadership and service. 

Before assuming full-time pastoral duties, 
Dr. Johnson was known as a national expert 
in design, art, and architecture. He served as 
the principle Resident Architect with the Fed-
eral Highway Administration and was credited 
as being the first African American in many of 
the agency’s national accomplishments. Dr. 
Johnson has been recognized for his efforts 
that resulted in the designation of ‘‘All-Amer-
ican Road’’ to the historic Selma-to-Mont-
gomery March for Voting Rights route. This 
march, led by the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., began on March 21, 1965, with 
3,200 marchers. Four days later, on March 25, 
1965, 25,000 marchers had joined. 

In 1992, Dr. Eugene Johnson assumed the 
leadership of Mount Olive Baptist Church. 
Under his guidance, the Church has experi-
enced unprecedented growth in not only the 
number of members, but also in its activities 
and influence. Membership has increased 
nearly ten-fold from 250 members in 1992 to 
more than 2,000 today, including many young 
people. 

Dr. Johnson inspired his congregation with 
his timely sermons and his compassion for all 
people in every aspect of their lives. In the 
midst of a global pandemic, Dr. Johnson led 
Mount Olive Baptist Church in continuing the 
good works of ministering to the hopeless, 
caring for the sick and shut-in, providing food 
for the hungry, and speaking up for the voice-
less. He truly embodied the congregation’s 
core values of community and service 
throughout this unprecedented time. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in congratulating Rev. Dr. Eugene John-
son on this momentous occasion, and in com-
mending him for his service to Mount Olive 
Baptist Church and our community. 

CONGRATULATING NATIONAL COM-
PUTER SCIENCE TEACHER OF 
THE YEAR JEROME SWIATEK, 
JR. 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 25, 2023 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize my constituent, Jerome ‘‘Jerry’’ 
Swiatek, Jr., who teaches at Citrus High 
School. 

Mr. Swiatek, Jr. was recently awarded the 
National Computer Science Teacher of the 
Year Award for his work implementing the 
Project Lead the Way curriculum. He has 
been a valued member of the team at Citrus 
County School District for more than 18 years 
and has taught at Citrus High School for the 
past 13 years. Mr. Swiatek, Jr. was the first 
ever computer science teacher at the school’s 
Academy of Computer Science which helps 
prepare young students for continued learning 
and career opportunities in the field of STEM. 
Since 2017, he has grown the program from 
approximately 40 students to well over 200 
students across all four grade levels. 

I Thank Jerome Swiatek, Jr. for his service 
to our community. He is making a profound 
impact on the lives of those he serves and 
helping to strengthen our regional workforce 
by preparing his students with the tools need-
ed for success in high skill/high demand ca-
reers. I wish him continued success for many 
years to come. 

f 

MUSLIM-AMERICAN HERITAGE 
APPRECIATION MONTH 

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 25, 2023 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the celebration of Muslim-American Heritage 
Appreciation Month, which the City of Bea-
verton, Oregon and its communities and com-
munity partners across Oregon recognized in 
March of 2023. I honor the many contributions 
of the more than 20,000 Muslim Americans in 
Beaverton and throughout the State of Oregon 
who have made many valuable contributions 
to the city and community. The Muslim com-
munity in Oregon compromises different races 
and ethnicities and includes those both in the 
United States and those who immigrated from 
all over the world. Muslim-American Heritage 
Appreciation Month is an opportunity to spread 
awareness of the many facets of the Muslim 
Community and to condemn the islamophobia 
they have faced. 

The month of March also includes the holy 
month of Ramadan on the Islamic lunar cal-
endar, where observing Muslims fast from 
sunrise to sunset for 30 days starting March 
22nd and concluding the evening of April 21st. 
At the end of this holy time, Muslims celebrate 
Eid Al-Fitr, one of the most significant holidays 
of the year. 

I celebrate the many community events that 
were held throughout this month, including cul-
tural night dinners, Ramadan food box dis-
tribution, toy drives for refugee foster youth, 
and Iftar community meals. I also recognize 

the many contributions of community organiza-
tions that have built this effort. Some include 
Cool Islam, which offers youth programming, 
toy drives, and assistance to help children 
learn about being Muslim; and The Islamic So-
ciety of Greater Portland, which works to de-
velop continuing relationships in the greater 
community and confront the islamophobia that 
Muslim people living in the United States face 
too often. 

I appreciate the dedication of these organi-
zations and community partners and join with 
them in honoring the contributions of Muslim 
Americans in the Beaverton community as we 
recognize March 2023 as Muslim-American 
Heritage Month. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAYOR LEONARD 
JONES’ 25 YEARS OF ELECTED 
SERVICE TO GRANDVIEW, MIS-
SOURI 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 25, 2023 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the distinguished career of Mayor Leon-
ard D. Jones, Jr., who has served as an elect-
ed representative of the people of Grandview, 
Missouri for 25 years. On this historic occa-
sion, let us take a moment to reflect on Mayor 
Jones’ illustrious career, which has come to 
be defined by dedication and distinction. 

Having lived in Grandview, Missouri since 
1970, Mayor Jones graduated from Grandview 
High School before earning his bachelor’s de-
gree in computer science at Grambling State 
University and his Master of Business Admin-
istration at Webster University. On top of 
these academic accomplishments, Mayor 
Jones has achieved the lifetime Certified Pur-
chasing Manager designation. Mayor Jones 
and his wife, Michelle, have three daughters, 
three grandsons, and one great grand-
daughter. 

First elected to the Grandview Board of Al-
derman in 1998, Mayor Jones served as Al-
derman Ward 1 for the next sixteen consecu-
tive years, until becoming the city’s mayor in 
2014—a position he has maintained for nearly 
a decade. From the moment he took the oath 
of office, Mayor Jones began restoring trust in 
local government and public institutions, there-
by earning the respect and admiration from 
residents on both sides of the aisle. Always 
putting the needs of the community first, 
Mayor Jones has been a tireless advocate for 
his constituents for a quarter century, forever 
focused on improving the lives of all those he 
serves. 

Currently, Mayor Jones serves as a Board 
Member of the Mid-America Regional Coun-
cil’s Total Transportation Policy Committee, in 
addition to serving on the Board of Trustees of 
the Little Blue Valley Sewer District. Moreover, 
Mayor Jones has served on the Grandview 
Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, the 
ReDiscover Board of Directors, the Missouri 
Municipal League Finance Committee, the 
HENA Executive Committee, the Grandview 
Assistance Program Board of Directors, and 
the National League of Cities Service Line 
Warranty Committee. It goes without saying 
that Mayor Jones’ commitment to public serv-
ice is sincere and profound, and Grandview is 
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