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Ages’ food distribution efforts during the height 
of the COVID–19 pandemic. In addition to his 
duties at Rock of Ages, Pastor Ervin serves as 
a Detroit Police chaplain at the seventh pre-
cinct. 

Please join me in recognizing Pastor 
De’Shante Ervin’s service to the communities 
of Michigan’s 12th District as we wish him well 
in his new role as pastor of Rock of Ages Mis-
sionary Baptist Church. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE AANAPISI 
OPPORTUNITY ACT 

HON. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO 
SABLAN 

OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 20, 2023 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce the AANAPISI Opportunity Act. This 
legislation seeks to ensure that the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture provides research and 
career opportunities to students at all Minority 
Serving Institutions (MSIs) by creating grant 
programs for the only MSI without any USDA 
support: Asian American Native American Pa-
cific Islander Serving Institutions (AANAPISIs). 

The AANAPISI Opportunity Act is modeled 
after several already existing competitive grant 
programs for MSIs in USDA. Specifically, the 
bill establishes grants to support Asian Amer-
ican and Pacific Islander (AAPI)-centered agri-
cultural research and scholarships to support 
agricultural education and career develop-
ment. Additional funding will be given to 
AANAPISI students through a 50 percent insti-
tutional matching requirement. For low- 
resourced AANAPISIs who might not be able 
to match, like Northern Marianas College in 
my district, USDA may provide a waiver to 
help keep them in consideration for grant 
awards. 

In addition to enhancing the potential of 
American agriculture, this bill will have 
generational impact by investing in the AAPI 
agricultural pipeline. USDA’s 2017 Census of 
Agriculture identified 25,310 Asian producers 
in the United States, most of whom were 
younger and more likely to have recently start-
ed farming than U.S. producers overall. 

Although 25.310 accounts for only 0.7 per-
cent of the country’s farmers and 2 percent of 
total U.S. agricultural sales, this bill would bol-
ster the number of skilled AAPIs that con-
tribute to our nation’s agricultural workforce 
and output. A 2019 Journal of Research in 
Technical Careers article found that the high-
est-rated student retention strategies for 
underrepresented students pursuing agricul-
tural careers were ‘‘academic support [and] 
giving students practical work experiences in 
their intended major.’’ 

U.S. agricultural priorities can only be met 
when all producers are given opportunities to 
compete and succeed, including Asian Ameri-
cans and Pacific Islanders. Now it is time for 
Congress to fully commit to investing equitably 
in one of the nation’s most indispensable in-
dustries. 

I thank my colleagues who joined me in in-
troducing this important, bipartisan legisla-
tion—Mr. CASE, Ms CHU, Mr. MOYLAN, Ms. 
RADEWAGEN, and Ms. TOKUDA. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS ABOLITION AND CON-
VERSION ACT OF 2023 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 20, 2023 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the Nuclear Weapons Abolition and Con-
version Act of 2023. This bill would require 
that, beginning on the date that the President 
certifies to Congress that all countries pos-
sessing nuclear weapons have begun the 
verifiable and irreversible elimination of such 
weapons under the Treaty on the Prohibition 
of Nuclear Weapons (Treaty), the United 
States redirect resources that are being used 
for nuclear weapons programs to be used for 
addressing the climate crisis and human and 
infrastructure needs, such as housing, health 
care and restoring the environment. 

In 1993, District of Columbia peace activists 
were successful in getting a ballot initiative in 
D.C. passed that called for nuclear disar-
mament. Every Congress since then, I have 
introduced a bill based on that initiative, in-
cluding this bill. In March 2019, the D.C. 
Council passed a ‘‘Sense of the Council’’ reso-
lution urging the United States to approve the 
Treaty. These actions show that D.C. resi-
dents were early, prescient leaders on this im-
portant issue. It seems that the rest of the 
world is, thankfully, starting to catch up to D.C. 

As the only Nation that has used nuclear 
weapons in war, and that still possesses one 
of the largest nuclear weapons arsenals, my 
bill would help the United States reestablish its 
moral leadership in the world by redirecting 
funds that would otherwise go to nuclear 
weapons to address the climate crisis and ur-
gent domestic needs. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 90TH BIRTH-
DAY OF BISHOP HENRY HEARNS 

HON. MIKE GARCIA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 20, 2023 

Mr. MIKE GARCIA of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a giant of the Ante-
lope Valley and historic leader who is cele-
brating his 90th birthday, Bishop Henry W. 
Hearns, Sr., of Lancaster. Bishop Hearns is a 
model for younger generations and exempli-
fies what it means to truly to be a man of 
service. As our community congregates to cel-
ebrate the 90 wonderful years Bishop Hearns 
has spent with us, we also gather to com-
memorate and reflect on his accomplishments 
from his military service to his public service to 
his community service. 

Bishop Hearns came from humble begin-
nings, growing up a sharecropper in Mis-
sissippi. Going on to serve his nation with 
honor in the U.S. Army, and having served 
overseas in Korea, he came home determined 
to pursue new opportunities and make a bona 
fide difference in any way he can. He settled 
on engineering, first attending Tennessee 
State University and later earning a master’s 
degree in environmental engineering from the 

University of Southern California. He went on 
to lead a groundbreaking career at Edwards 
Air Force Base. It was during this time, when 
he was immersed in his passion and providing 
for his family that he answered a higher call-
ing, to serve as the Senior Pastor of what 
would become Living Stone Cathedral of Wor-
ship. 

Upon his retirement in 1989 from Edwards 
Air Force Base, Bishop Hearns decided to 
carry on his charge of service by becoming 
the first elected African American official in 
Lancaster, California. Elected multiple times 
by his peers. including as Mayor, Bishop 
Hearns sought to make our community an in-
credible place to live. Even as he now serves 
as Mayor Emeritus, he continues to volunteer 
his time by serving on the boards of multiple 
service organizations. 

So as the Antelope Valley community gath-
ers to celebrate Bishop Hearns’ birthday, we 
also thank him for his lifetime of continued 
service. We salute his resolve and his patriot-
ism, and we look forward to his future con-
tributions to the city that he loves so much. 

f 

REMEMBERING COLUMBINE 

HON. JASON CROW 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 20, 2023 

Mr. CROW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the victims of the horrific mass shooting 
that occurred at Columbine High School in 
Littleton, Colorado 24 years ago. It has been 
24 years since 12 teenagers and one teacher 
went to school and never made it home. 

It’s been 24 years since Daniel Rohrbough’s 
mom gave him a hug and kiss goodbye before 
he walked out of their home one last time. 

It’s been 24 years since Dave Sanders 
placed the lives of over 100 students above 
his own before he was murdered. 

It’s been 24 years since Steven Curnow’s 
greatest concern was when he could finally 
see Star Wars: the Phantom Menace. 

It’s been 24 years since John Tomlin held 
the hand of his classmate to comfort her as 
they hid under a table in the library. 

It’s been 24 years since Daniel Mauser was 
shot and killed two weeks after he expressed 
concern to his dad about America’s gun laws. 
Daniel asked his dad about the loopholes in 
the Brady Bill that allow individuals to obtain 
guns online or at gun shows. Daniel’s life was 
taken by a gun purchased through one of 
those loopholes. 

I ask: What has changed since Columbine? 
The gun show loophole remains open to this 

day. Gun violence in this country is the worst 
it’s ever been. Our children fear going to 
school every single day, and Republicans in 
Congress refuse to take the necessary steps 
to protect them. 

Americans have had enough. I’ve had 
enough. 

A quote etched into the side of the Col-
umbine Memorial reads: ‘‘It brought the nation 
to its knees but now that we’ve gotten back up 
how have things changed; what have we 
learned? 

We can and must do more to protect our 
children and our communities from gun vio-
lence. We must ban assault weapons and en-
sure these weapons of war are inaccessible to 
the general public. 
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As Members of Congress, we have a re-

sponsibility to act and to ensure that a tragedy 
like the one that occurred at Columbine never 
happens again. 

f 

HUDSON MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE 
OLYMPIAD CHAMPIONS 

HON. EMILIA STRONG SYKES 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 20, 2023 

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly rep-
resent Ohio’s 13th District, the birthplace of 
champions. 

I rise today to congratulate Ohio 13’s cham-
pion of the week: the Hudson Middle School 
Science Olympiad team, which recently placed 
first and second at the Eastern Regional tour-
nament at the University of Akron. 

Against 11 teams, Hudson Middle School 
dominated, winning 22 out of the 23 events 
and earning 44 sets of medals out of a pos-
sible 46. 

This team’s hard work, dedication, and per-
severance has truly paid off, and I am hon-
ored to acknowledge this incredible achieve-
ment. 

By winning the Eastern Regional tour-
nament, they have not only demonstrated their 
exceptional talent and intelligence, but they 
have also proven that with focus and hard 
work, anything is possible. 

As a member of the House Science, Space, 
and Technology Committee, I applaud the en-
tire team’s dedication and passion for science. 

They have set a wonderful example for their 
peers, and I have no doubt that these stu-
dents will be future leaders and innovators in 
the STEM field. 

Once again, congratulations to Hudson Mid-
dle School Science Olympiad team on this 
well-deserved victory. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 10TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF KOREAN CONNEC-
TION 

HON. HILLARY J. SCHOLTEN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 20, 2023 

Ms. SCHOLTEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Korean Connection, a nonprofit orga-
nization in Michigan’s Third Congressional 
District working to build awareness and appre-
ciation for Korean culture and community in 
West Michigan. 

This year, on the 10th anniversary of their 
founding, Korean Connection is commemo-
rating the 70th anniversary of the signing of 
the Armistice Agreement between South and 
North Korea which ended the Korean War. 

During the Korean War, hundreds of thou-
sands of South Korean civilians perished, 
along with troops from South Korea, the 
United States, and the United Nations who 
gave their lives to keep South Korea free from 
a communist takeover. I’m proud to stand with 
Korean Connection as they honor the sac-
rifices made for freedom and democracy—val-
ues we all hold dear. 

While this year holds particular significance 
for this historical moment and our values, it’s 

also important for me to recognize just some 
of the ways our shared lives are enhanced 
when we celebrate Korean cultural heritage: 
Korean Connection organizes Korean lan-
guage classes, cooking classes, and annual 
celebrations. My hometown of Grand Rapids 
recently recognized Gangnam-gu as a Sister 
City, and we’re proud to share art and music 
across the world, as well as partner in busi-
ness and medicine. 

Because of the work of Korean Connection, 
my district has enhanced respect for cross cul-
tural connection, business ties, and the diver-
sity that enriches us all. On this historic day, 
we remember those who sacrificed everything 
to defend freedom and democracy. We hold 
space for the experiences of those with Ko-
rean heritage in West Michigan, and we com-
mit ourselves to the good work of building a 
welcoming community for all. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MAX L. MILLER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 20, 2023 

Mr. MILLER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, had I 
been present, I would have voted Yea on Roll 
Call No. 183 and Yea on Roll Call No. 184. 

f 

DISAPPROVING THE ACTION OF 
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
COUNCIL IN APPROVING THE 
COMPREHENSIVE POLICING AND 
JUSTICE REFORM AMENDMENT 
ACT OF 2022 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 19, 2023 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise in op-
position to H.J. Res. 42. 

House Republicans seem to think it is ap-
propriate to stop the District of Columbia from 
enacting the kind of common-sense police re-
forms that many of our states, including my 
state of Minnesota, have already enacted. 

My constituents did not elect me to interfere 
with the local politics of our nation’s capital 
city. 

Congress should respect the 700,000 resi-
dents of the District of Columbia by not inter-
fering in their right to pass measures to im-
prove their public safety and public trust. If my 
Republican colleagues won’t support D.C. 
statehood, they should at least support the au-
tonomy of D.C.’s local government. 

The D.C. bill which Republicans are attack-
ing was enacted to establish public trust with 
law enforcement and save lives. Banning 
chokeholds, limiting the use of deadly force, 
and requiring training on de-escalation are 
positive measures that duly elected D.C. offi-
cials have determined will make their commu-
nity safer. Instead of using a Congressional 
vote to overturn D.C.’s law, Congress should 
be advancing law enforcement reform meas-
ures on a federal level, such as the George 
Floyd Justice in Policing Act. 

My Republican colleagues need to stop 
interfering with D.C.’s duly elected officials. 

Congress should instead get to work for the 
American people to cap insulin costs for ev-
eryone, make the wealthiest and the biggest 
corporations pay their fair share in taxes, or 
strengthen Social Security and Medicare. 

President Biden has already said he will 
veto this legislation should it make it to his 
desk. But Republicans insist on wasting 
Congress’s time with political stunts like this 
instead of solving problems for the constitu-
ents we all were elected to serve. 

Mr. Speaker, H.J. Res. 42 should be re-
jected. 

f 

REMEMBERING DALE SCHNEIDER 

HON. TOM EMMER 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 20, 2023 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Dale Schneider, who passed 
away on April 14, 2023, at the age of 76. 

Born in St. Cloud, Dale took over the family- 
owned Sal’s Bar and Grill in St. Joseph, Min-
nesota from his parents in 1971. Sal’s is at the 
crossroads of St. John’s University and the 
College of St. Benedict where all things John-
nies and Bennies reign supreme. 

For over 50 years, Dale kept thirsty stu-
dents, faculty, and community members well- 
hydrated and fed. Dale had a steel trap of a 
memory that helped him remember names of 
college alumni years after graduation and in 
some cases their outstanding bar tabs. 

I had the pleasure of getting to know Dale 
during many visits to Sal’s over the years. No 
trip to a Johnnies football game was complete 
without a post-game beer at Sal’s. There is 
some solace in the fact that the next time I’m 
at Sal’s, I’ll likely see his son, Kyle, tending 
bar just like his dad 

We pray that Dale’s lasting memory will give 
his wife, Diane, and the rest of the family com-
fort in this difficult time. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MS. CHRISTINE 
JAMES-BROWN ON HER RETIRE-
MENT AS PRESIDENT OF THE 
CHILD WELFARE LEAGUE OF 
AMERICA 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 20, 2023 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the exceptional service of 
Christine James-Brown, the President and 
Chief Executive Officer of the Child Welfare 
League of America (CWLA), who recently an-
nounced her retirement as President. 

CWLA is an outstanding organization that 
works to improve the quality and availability of 
child welfare and related services through 
standard-setting and advocacy. Ms. James- 
Brown began her tenure as President of 
CWLA in April 2007, assuming the leadership 
of the nation’s oldest and largest membership- 
based child welfare organization. Ms. James- 
Brown has served as the eighth President of 
this 103-year-old organization. With more than 
sixteen years of service, she is the second- 
longest serving President of CWLA. Ms. 
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April 21, 2023 Congressional Record
Correction to Page E341
 CORRECTION

April 21, 2023 Congressional Record
Correction to Page E341
On April 20, 2023, page E341, in the third column, the following appeared: 

owned Sal's Bar and Grill in St. Josepb Minnesota  from his parents in 1971. Sal's is at the 

The online version has been corrected to read: 

owned Sal's Bar and Grill in St. Joseph, Minnesota from his parents in 1971. Sal's is at the 
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