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Parkland’s residents only add to this beau-

tiful city’s wonderful disposition. Family fo-
cused, Parkland is a compassionate commu-
nity united by its resident’s diverse lifestyles, 
promoting a kind and peaceful suburban set-
ting. 

For this momentous occasion, the City of 
Parkland plans to celebrate Parkland Day on 
March 11, 2023. The first Parkland Day cele-
bration occurred in 1967 when Mrs. Betty Bell, 
a local artist and two-term commissioner, held 
an event to show horses on her property. 
Since then, the event has changed venues to 
include classic games, such as barrel riding, 
apple bobbing, egg balancing, cake and pie 
walks, and horse contests. As the celebration 
grew, stage performances, live music, food, 
and new games were added. However, at the 
center of these events was the continuation of 
Parkland’s community efforts to keep a neigh-
borly hometown feel a central aspect of each 
Parkland Day. 

Mr. Speaker, I again extend a heartfelt con-
gratulations to my hometown on its 60th Anni-
versary. I grew up in Parkland, my kids are 
growing up in Parkland, and I hope to see it 
flourish for years to come. 

f 

RON AND LIZ JAWORSKI 

HON. JEFFERSON VAN DREW 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2023 

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, Ron and Liz 
Jaworski of Cumberland County, South Jersey 
have been unanimously selected as the recipi-
ents of the CEO Group Lifetime Achievement 
Award. Ron had a distinguished 17-year NFL 
career, including a Super Bowl appearance, 
Pro Bowl selection, MVP award, and an Ea-
gles Hall of Fame induction. Ever since he re-
tired from the NFL, he has been teaching and 
coaching football on both TV and radio as a 
NFL and Philadelphia Eagles analyst. Addi-
tionally, Ron is the host of a podcast about 
cardiovascular heart health. Liz is also very 
accomplished and has won many awards. She 
was honored by the Salem County Chamber 
as an ‘‘Outstanding Female Entrepreneur’’, 
was selected as one of the ‘‘South Jersey 
Super Women’’ by South Jersey Magazine, 
named a ‘‘Woman to Watch’’ by South Jersey 
Biz, and was recognized by the NFL Players 
Association as the ‘‘Humanitarian Woman of 
the Year.’’ Additionally, Liz is a breast cancer 
survivor. Successfully overcoming breast can-
cer actually inspired her to serve on the com-
mittee for the Pink Roses and Teal Magnolias, 
which is in support of women who have breast 
or gynecological cancers. Aside from these 
successful career accomplishments, Ron and 
Liz were selected to receive this award be-
cause of their philanthropic and civic contribu-
tions to the South Jersey community. As a 
couple, they created the ‘‘Jaws Youth Play-
book Foundation’’ through which they have 
raised over million dollars to improve the 
health and wellness of at-risk youth in Amer-
ica. Ron and Liz have also held annual bike 
drives for disadvantaged children and funded 
numerous parks in the South Jersey area. I 
want to sincerely thank this selfless couple for 
their generosity and service, and they should 
be so proud of all the work they have done. 
Ron and Liz have truly made a difference in 

our community, and they are more than de-
serving of this award. God Bless Ron and Liz, 
and God Bless our United States of America. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE, LEGACY 
AND MEMORY OF MR. RONALD 
MCFADDEN 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2023 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr Speaker, today I rise 
saddened to share the news of the premature 
demise of one of Kansas City’s greatest treas-
ures and a dear friend of mine. Mr. Ronald 
McFadden. Ronald and his brother Lonnie 
formed the iconic duo known throughout the 
world as the McFadden Brothers. The McFad-
den Brothers graduated from Lincoln High 
School and after countless hours of musical 
and tap lessons, performed their first official 
McFadden Brothers act on July 30, 1983, at 
the Music Hall with Oleta Adams. Since then, 
this team performed before thousands of audi-
ences around the world, beginning in Japan in 
1976 and later performances with Wayne 
Newton in Las Vegas during the 1990s. But 
what some people don’t know is that they 
started performing at the old Muehlebach 
Hotel in downtown Kansas City, Missouri at 
the tender ages of 6 and 7 years old where 
they were led by their father, an extraordinary 
musician in his own right. 

These two were more than just musicians, 
they were the consummate entertainers. They 
could sing with the best vocalist, their har-
mony allowed their audiences to float on 
clouds, their tap dancing style and choreog-
raphy evoked memories of the famous Nich-
olas Brothers, their coordination, timing and 
precision awed each audience member from 
every end of the world. Their energy was so 
electrifying that it captured each audience 
from the time they stepped upon the stage 
until their final bow, after what was certainly a 
memorable experience. Their dynamic brand 
of multi-discipline performance demonstrated 
talents that were honed after countless hours 
of practice and dedication to their craft. In 
2016, the McFadden Brothers received the 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Amer-
ican Jazz Museum, and they received the Liv-
ing Legends Awards from Tapology in October 
of 2017. In 2022, the McFadden Brothers re-
ceived the distinction of being enshrined into 
the Jazz Walk of Fame in the Historic 18th 
and Vine Jazz District, where I personally con-
gratulated them. During a recent interview 
after Ronnie’s death, Lonnie was asked how 
significant it was to lose his brother, and Lon-
nie explained that everyone who knew Ronnie 
feels as if they lost their closest friend. Lon-
nie’s words reflect my own feelings at the mo-
ment, but I have no doubt that Ronnie’s pres-
ence will continue to be felt for generations to 
come thanks to his music and the lives he 
touched. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me and all of Mis-
souri’s Fifth Congressional District in cele-
brating the life and legacy of world renowned 
jazz legend and Kansas City’s own, Mr. Ron-
ald McFadden. May his memory be a bless-
ing. 

RECOGNIZING RHONDA FREDERICK 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2023 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today we recognize and congratulate Rhonda 
Frederick on her retirement after decades of 
dedication and service to the Buffalo commu-
nity. Through her leadership at People Inc., 
Rhonda has been an indispensable advocate 
for those with disabilities. 

After 43 years working in almost every facet 
at People Inc., Rhonda was instrumental in 
starting and developing many programs of-
fered by this essential non-profit. She started 
her career working in group homes and day 
services, eventually earning her role as CEO 
and President. As COO, she built and cul-
tivated important relationships with multiple 
regulatory and funding agencies including the 
Office for People with Developmental Disabil-
ities (OPWDD), Developmental Disabilities Re-
gional Office (DDRO), U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), NYS 
Homes and Community Renewal, NYS De-
partment of Health, and NYS Office for the 
Aging. She played a key role in starting Peo-
ple Inc. Senior Living, which now has over 20 
apartment buildings for older adults who meet 
federally mandated income guidelines. The 
growth of People, Inc. to its current state of 
150 group homes, countless programs, and 
strong partnerships shows her commitment to 
realizing an ambitious vision for this organiza-
tion and our community. 

Outside of her extensive official career, 
Rhonda is extremely active and involved in the 
community. Currently she serves on the 
Boards of Hilbert College, New York State In-
dustries for the Disabled (NYSIDD), Special 
Olympics NY, Amherst Meals on Wheels, and 
Accountable Health Community Inc. She is the 
President of Developmental Disabilities Alli-
ance of WNY (DDAWNY) and is involved with 
WNY iCan Bike—a program that provides tai-
lored and unique opportunities in recreational 
activities for people with disabilities. 

Rhonda’s unwavering dedication to the 
Western New York community makes her wor-
thy of an easygoing and laid-back retirement, 
but if her career is any indication, she will con-
tinue to devote her time to improving senior 
and disability services. For that and all her ef-
forts over an illustrious career, Western New 
Yorkers owe Rhonda Frederick a debt of grati-
tude. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF 
JOHN JOINES 

HON. ERIC BURLISON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2023 

Mr. BURLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the career of John Joines, a South-
west Missouri public servant, who has spent 
the last 25 years fighting poverty in his com-
munity. 

Mr. Joines began his career with the Eco-
nomic Security Corporation, Southwest Area, 
in 1997 as a program planner. Within 2 years, 
he had made such an impact that he became 
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CEO in 1999 and is only the third person to 
hold the title since the corporation’s 1965 
founding. Since taking leadership of the orga-
nization, Mr. Joines has grown its workforce to 
over 300 employees, developed partnerships 
to create over 200 affordable housing units, 
worked with the Joplin School District to de-
velop the Bright Futures program, and admin-
istered anti-poverty programs to hundreds of 
thousands of Missouri’s low-income individuals 
and families. 

Mr. Joines has served as a City Councilmen 
for Carthage, Missouri, and was appointed by 
the Governor to a Blue-Ribbon Committee to 
make recommendations for the Missouri Hous-
ing Development Commission. Mr. Joines also 
served as President of the Missouri Commu-
nity Action Agency, and was an executive on 
the Region VII, CAA Board of Directors. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Joines will be serving his 
last day as CEO of the Economic Security 
Corporation, Southwest Area, on March 31, 
2023. I wish to recognize his career of service 
to the members of our community as he 
closes out his career this month. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE INCREDIBLE 
LIFE OF ROBERT HOUSTON 
TUCKER, JR. 

HON. TROY A. CARTER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2023 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize New Orleans’ beloved 
native son, a true friend, mentor, and con-
fidant. Robert Houston Tucker, Jr. was a mas-
ter architect in building the city I love. His 
service to the public over multiple administra-
tions, including work in the offices of Mayors 
Moon Landrieu and Dutch Morial, was trans-
formational. 

Robert H. Tucker, Jr. was born in New Orle-
ans, Louisiana. He was the second of three 
children born to the union of Robert H. Tucker, 
Sr. and his wife, Mattie Amacker. Both his par-
ents grew up on large self-sufficient farms (in 
Franklinton and Greensburg, Louisiana) before 
finding their way to New Orleans where Tuck-
er’s father became a mortician and successful 
owner of three funeral homes. In later years, 
Robert H. Tucker, Sr. would become an Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal minister serving con-
gregations throughout the states of Louisiana 
and Mississippi. 

This aspect of family life was develop-
mentally significant in young Robert’s growth 
as he acquired an understanding of business, 
strong spiritual values, and a deepened under-
standing of life as an African American male 
growing up in the segregated South. 

Excellent performances as a student, ath-
lete, and leader, resulted in Tucker receiving 
upon graduation—in the top 5 percent of his 
Walter L. Cohen high school class—an aca-
demic scholarship to Clark Atlanta University 
(formerly Clark College). In the process of 
earning a degree, Tucker built a record as an 
academic leader, a mature decision maker in 
campus affairs, and a strong civil and student 
rights’ activist. It was during this period, on 
March 15, 1960, that he along with scores of 
similarly inclined young men and women, 
made history by participating in the first ever 
lunch counter sit-in at Atlanta’s commercial 

business district. Tucker’s group of approxi-
mately 11 students was transported (by local 
funeral directors) to Sprayberry’s Federal Caf-
eteria where they attempted to eat, were re-
fused service, then arrested by Atlanta police 
officers. The coordinated Atlanta sit-ins re-
sulted in the arrest of a total of 83 students 
charged with, ‘‘Breaching the Peace’’, ‘‘Refus-
ing to Leave Premises’’, ‘‘Intimidating’’ the res-
taurant owners, and ‘‘Conspiracy’’. All charges 
were subsequently dismissed as the City of 
Atlanta achieved peaceful integration. 

For many years Tucker’s father carried in 
his wallet, the yellowing onion skin letter that 
his son had typed out and mailed to his par-
ents the night before this tightly orchestrated 
event would take place. 

In follow-up to the sit-in and furtherance of 
the cause, Tucker and his fellow student activ-
ists braved the taunts and threats of old-line 
Southerners to perform weekend picketing du-
ties in front of Atlanta’s many segregated pub-
lic facilities. 

While demonstrating excellent academic 
skills, Tucker also captained Clark College’s 
first debate team which won tournaments over 
Harvard, Columbia, and Boston College. He 
was a consistent ‘Best Speaker’ and was a 
major factor in popularizing collegiate debating 
at Clark College. Tucker added to his under-
graduate achievements by winning election to 
national officer status as the Second Vice 
Grand Basilus of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. In 
May of 1963, Tucker graduated from Clark 
College with a B.A. (Honors) in Political 
Science and Economics, with a minor in Psy-
chology. He later gained his master’s in busi-
ness administration (MBA) from Tulane Uni-
versity, 

Two months prior to the May graduation, 
Tucker was interviewed and selected to be 
one of a small group of African Americans to 
undergo Ranger training and integrate the Na-
tional Park Service. Tucker was assigned to 
Yosemite National Park in California and, fol-
lowing graduation, began work there. (This ini-
tiative was brought about by then Pres. John 
Kennedy’s effort to advance opportunities for 
African Americans in non-traditional sectors of 
the government.) Subsequent to the conclu-
sion of this historic short-term position in the 
early autumn of 1963, Tucker took up resi-
dence in Los Angeles. 

Shortly after the devastatingly tragic. assas-
sination of Pres. Kennedy in November of that 
year, Tucker decided to join the military as he 
pondered the link between why he was in 
California and what he could do for his coun-
try. After receiving six months basic U.S. Army 
combat training at Fort Ord, CA (U.S. Army) 
followed by six months of advanced training at 
Fort Sumter, SC, Tucker was assigned first to 
Orleans, France and, a year later, to Korat, 
Thailand in Southeast Asia. 

Returning to his hometown of New Orleans, 
LA in 1967, Tucker found nothing much had 
changed insofar as race relations were con-
cerned. The local situation became even more 
exasperated with the brutal assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King in 1968 in Memphis, 
TN. 

In concert with other concerned African 
Americans in the community, Tucker led an 
organized effort to launch an ecumenical 
march to commemorate Dr. King’s death, cul-
minating in the delivery of a set of empower-
ment demands to City Hall, the seat of a to-
tally segregated governmental structure led by 

all white, male elected officials. While none of 
the elected officials responded to the march-
er’s request(s), one city councilman by the 
name of Moon Landrieu quietly observed the 
protesters visit to City Hall. 

A few months later, Moon began speaking 
with various members of the Black community 
expressing his intent to seek the office of 
Mayor in the upcoming municipal elections. 
Not only did then Councilman Landrieu enter 
the very crowded field of candidates seeking 
the mayor’s chair, he won the primary and, ul-
timately the run-off after committing to hire Af-
rican Americans to meaningful positions, if 
elected. Tucker was the first African American 
assistant hired by Mayor Landrieu in 1970, 
when he became one of 3 Executive Assist-
ants to the Mayor. Over the ensuing 8 years 
(1970 through 1978) of the Landrieu adminis-
tration, Tucker played a pivotal role in assist-
ing the Mayor to manage and resolve a variety 
of municipal challenges. 

Never one to shrink from confrontation, 
Tucker was the critical force in achieving a 
peaceful solution to an 8-hour standoff be-
tween heavily armed members of the New Or-
leans Police Department and the local Black 
Panther Party. Tucker’s role in the historic 
1970 event was captured in great depth in a 
book by Orissa Arend entitled, ‘‘Showdown in 
Desire—The Black Panthers Take a Stand in 
New Orleans (2009).’’ The Landrieu adminis-
tration blazed an exciting trail of innovation 
and creative initiatives for an old American city 
badly in need of diversity, capital improve-
ments, new ideas, vision, and imaginative 
thinking. Thanks to Mayor Landrieu and the 
able support provided by stalwarts like Bob 
Tucker, New Orleans successfully negotiated 
a major course correction at a critical point in 
its then 250-year-old history. In 1978 after 
completing another record of high achieve-
ment, Tucker left government and entered the 
world of business, first as a consultant and, 2 
years later, as the CEO of his own firm. Over 
the next 14 years, Tucker would build a small 
business that specialized in providing support 
services primarily to Department of Defense 
agencies, into a major employer of over 300 
individuals. 

Along the way, Tucker reciprocated in serv-
ice back to the community through his chari-
table participation on a plethora of boards and 
commissions that included, CAU Board of 
Trustees, Tulane University President’s Coun-
cil, Distinguished Lecturer Loyola University 
College of Business, College of Business Vis-
iting Committee, Loyola University, Board of 
Commissioners, Accrediting Commission of 
Education for Health Services Administration, 
Health Education Authority of Louisiana, Exec-
utive Education Center, Tulane University 
School of Business, University of New Orleans 
Metropolitan Learning Center, New Orleans 
Superdome Commission, USF&G Sugar Bowl 
Association, Boy Scouts of America, Junior 
League, Ochsner Medical Foundation, Metro-
politan Young Men’s Christian Association, 
Children’s Hospital, Commission on the Future 
of the City of New Orleans, to name a few. 

Tucker served as Chairman of the New Or-
leans Port Authority, the Regional Transit Au-
thority, the United Negro College Fund, Inc. 
Telethon, and the Louisiana Special Olympics. 

At the time of his passing, he served as Co- 
Chairman of The National Conference of 
Christians and Jews (NOCCJ) and as a Com-
missioner to the New Orleans Redevelopment 
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