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Throughout this coming year, the residents
of Seaside Park are celebrating their 125th
anniversary—a remarkable occasion for a
thriving community that has accomplished so
much over the years and has never lost its
beauty or charm while proving to be incredibly
resilient in the face of some unfathomable
challenges.

Today, the borough is guided by the out-
standing leadership of Mayor John Peterson,
Jr—who has served for a total of more than
15 years—and the diligent members of the
borough council: President Matthew
DeMichele, Frank “Fritz” McHugh, Gina
Condos, Ray Amabile, Marty Wilk, Jr., and
William Kraft. The Seaside Park community
has so much to be proud of as they continue
to build on their profound legacy as a commu-
nity of neighbors who care for each other,
warmly welcome tourists and visitors, and
cherish the natural beauty of their area.

A life-long resident of Seaside Park and true
steward of its breathtaking beaches, Mayor
Peterson has embodied the spirit of Seaside
and has been outspoken about the dangerous
threat posed by the enormous and rushed off-
shore wind projects to the Jersey Shore, our
local environment, the livelihood of local fish-
ermen and the tourism that is the lifeblood of
the region. His deep care for the people and
our community-wide love for the environment
will help ensure Seaside Park continues to
prosper well into the future.

Seeing its enormous success today, it's im-
portant to note that Seaside Park had a very
modest beginning—established first with only
a small year-round population.

Reportedly, residents hauled sand to build
the first roads in the early days of the bor-
ough, and many families raised cattle, horses
and chickens.

Just a year after its founding, Seaside Park
Union Church—then known as “Chapel by the
Sea” was built, soon followed by St. Catherine
of Siena Catholic Church.

Several markets, five movie theaters, a fur-
niture showroom, an automobile dealership
and a blacksmith were the foundation of the
town’s commercial activity, and a small room
over Franklin Harris’ General Store on Third
and Central Avenues was used as the first
classroom for students before a one-story
schoolhouse was built in 1902.

Seaside Park’s Life Saving Service—estab-
lished in 1872—played a significant role in the
development of the barrier island with stations
located nearly every three miles from Bar-
negat Inlet northward. These buildings later
became Coast Guard stations upon the cre-
ation of the service in 1915, and most of them
still exist and are used today for other pur-
poses.

In 1913, Seaside Park’s volunteer fire de-
partment was founded, and its company built
their first vehicle—a horse drawn hose truck.
The large iron gong that alerted volunteers of
an emergency sits outside the firehouse at the
Municipal Complex to this very day.

Undoubtedly, the extraordinary spirit that
moved the founders of Seaside Park to build
such a close-knit community on this beautiful
island continues to sustain its residents, who
have overcome unimaginable trials with in-
credible fortitude in recent years.

Just a decade ago, Superstorm Sandy dev-
astated Seaside Park, forcing families to aban-
don their homes that bore the brunt of the his-
toric storm’s wrath. Less than a year later, a
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raging fire caused by a wire damaged from
the storm’s intense flooding engulfed several
blocks of boardwalk that had been finally re-
built.

Not too long after, Seaside Park came
under attack in 2016 when a terrorist inspired
by ISIS and Al Qaeda detonated a bomb
along the route of the Seaside Semper Five
Marine Corps Charity 5k race. Fortunately, no
one was injured—but the shocking explosion
on the streets of this small town shook the
community, which had suffered three losses in
the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Cen-
ter.

Through all these tribulations and more, the
residents of Seaside Park have bounced back
with great strength and unbelievable resil-
ience. Despite the years, the storms and even
the terrorist threat, their incredible tenacity and
enduring perseverance—which is the very
foundation of their storied beginning—offers
great promise for the future of this vibrant
community for decades to come.

—————

INTRODUCTION OF THE END OIL
AND GAS TAX SUBSIDES ACT

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2023

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today | in-
troduced the End Oil and Gas Tax Subsidies
Act of 2023. This legislation eliminates nearly
a dozen of the most egregious tax breaks en-
joyed by the oil and gas industry. President
Biden proposed a similar initiative in his Fiscal
Year 2024 budget.

The climate is changing. This fact is indis-
putable, as is the fact that humans are the pri-
mary cause of the changing climate. The
United States emitted nearly 6 billion tons of
greenhouse gases in 2020 and the largest
share of greenhouse gas emissions comes
from the combustion of fossil fuels.

Despite consistent profitability, fossil fuel
companies receive billions of dollars in federal
tax breaks and subsidies, which underwrite
the costs of continued oil and gas production.
These forgone revenues undermine the United
States’ ability to combat the climate crisis and
invest in critical initiatives like education, hous-
ing, infrastructure, and healthcare.

Recent analysis released by the Stockholm
Environment Institute found that just two oil
and gas tax subsidies—the expensing of in-
tangible drilling costs and the percentage de-
pletion allowance—increased the value of new
oil and gas projects by more than $20 billion
in some years. These two subsidies alone
helped spur and sustain the shale develop-
ment boom in the United States. Follow-up
analysis examining the impacts of continuing
these subsidies found that the subsidies in-
crease average rate of return by 55 percent to
68 percent and more than 96 percent of the
subsidy value goes to excess profits.

Oil and gas tax subsidies are unnecessary
and a wasteful use of hard-earned taxpayer
dollars. | look forward to working with my col-
leagues to rid them from the tax code once
and for all.
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RECOGNIZING THE HEGEMAN FAM-
ILY AS NATIONAL OUTSTANDING
YOUNG FARM FAMILY

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2023

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Jon and Amy
Hegeman and their children, Ella Kate and
Jon Henry for being named National Out-
standing Young Farm family. This award is ad-
ministered by the Outstanding Farmers of
America and sponsored by the John Deere
Manufacturing Company along with the Na-
tional Association of County Agricultural
Agents.

The Calhoun County farmers received the
honor during the Outstanding Farmers of
America Awards Congress on February 18th
in Appleton, Wisconsin after undergoing an in-
tense application process gauging their farm
growth, conservation practices and community
involvement.

The Hegemans primarily raise plants for dis-
tribution to big-box stores. These plants in-
clude Dracaena Spike, English ivy, the polka
dot plant, ornamental asparagus plants, Bos-
ton ferns, spider plants, purple heart and
pothos.

Jon oversees a staff of 42 people in order
to satisfy orders. Amy operates an equine
business of raising quarter horses and teach-
ing horseback riding lessons while also run-
ning the household. The Hegemans attend
Grace Fellowship Church in Anniston.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
this young family on this great honor. Con-
gratulations to the Hegemans.

———

CELEBRATING THE 60TH
ANNIVERSARY OF PARKLAND

HON. JARED MOSKOWITZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2023

Mr. MOSKOWITZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize my hometown, the City of Park-
land, in celebration of its 60th anniversary.

Parkland is a diverse community of more
than 34,000 people that was established in
1963. Nestled in the northwest corner of
Broward County at the edge of Everglades
National Park, Parkland is unique amongst its
neighbors in its dedication to protecting its
park areas. Given its name, Parkland boasts
nine parks that span the city’s landscape,
each providing unique opportunities for recre-
ation and relaxation for families. Beyond the
parks, Parkland is a picturesque city, with nu-
merous lakes dotting the landscape and tall
trees lining the residential streets.

Unfortunately, Parkland has also experi-
enced significant loss. On February 14, 2018,
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School my
alma mater, which educates many of Park-
land’s children, became the scene of one of
the deadliest mass shootings in American his-
tory. But together, the resilience of this com-
munity was shown not only by its ability to
unite and heal—but by its strength to trans-
form this trauma into change.
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Parkland’s residents only add to this beau-
tiful city’s wonderful disposition. Family fo-
cused, Parkland is a compassionate commu-
nity united by its resident’s diverse lifestyles,
promoting a kind and peaceful suburban set-
ting.

For this momentous occasion, the City of
Parkland plans to celebrate Parkland Day on
March 11, 2023. The first Parkland Day cele-
bration occurred in 1967 when Mrs. Betty Bell,
a local artist and two-term commissioner, held
an event to show horses on her property.
Since then, the event has changed venues to
include classic games, such as barrel riding,
apple bobbing, egg balancing, cake and pie
walks, and horse contests. As the celebration
grew, stage performances, live music, food,
and new games were added. However, at the
center of these events was the continuation of
Parkland’s community efforts to keep a neigh-
borly hometown feel a central aspect of each
Parkland Day.

Mr. Speaker, | again extend a heartfelt con-
gratulations to my hometown on its 60th Anni-
versary. | grew up in Parkland, my kids are
growing up in Parkland, and | hope to see it
flourish for years to come.

RON AND LIZ JAWORSKI

HON. JEFFERSON VAN DREW

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2023

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, Ron and Liz
Jaworski of Cumberland County, South Jersey
have been unanimously selected as the recipi-
ents of the CEO Group Lifetime Achievement
Award. Ron had a distinguished 17-year NFL
career, including a Super Bowl appearance,
Pro Bowl selection, MVP award, and an Ea-
gles Hall of Fame induction. Ever since he re-
tired from the NFL, he has been teaching and
coaching football on both TV and radio as a
NFL and Philadelphia Eagles analyst. Addi-
tionally, Ron is the host of a podcast about
cardiovascular heart health. Liz is also very
accomplished and has won many awards. She
was honored by the Salem County Chamber
as an “Outstanding Female Entrepreneur”,
was selected as one of the “South Jersey
Super Women” by South Jersey Magazine,
named a “Woman to Watch” by South Jersey
Biz, and was recognized by the NFL Players
Association as the “Humanitarian Woman of
the Year.” Additionally, Liz is a breast cancer
survivor. Successfully overcoming breast can-
cer actually inspired her to serve on the com-
mittee for the Pink Roses and Teal Magnolias,
which is in support of women who have breast
or gynecological cancers. Aside from these
successful career accomplishments, Ron and
Liz were selected to receive this award be-
cause of their philanthropic and civic contribu-
tions to the South Jersey community. As a
couple, they created the “Jaws Youth Play-
book Foundation” through which they have
raised over million dollars to improve the
health and wellness of at-risk youth in Amer-
ica. Ron and Liz have also held annual bike
drives for disadvantaged children and funded
numerous parks in the South Jersey area. |
want to sincerely thank this selfless couple for
their generosity and service, and they should
be so proud of all the work they have done.
Ron and Liz have truly made a difference in
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our community, and they are more than de-
serving of this award. God Bless Ron and Liz,
and God Bless our United States of America.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE, LEGACY
AND MEMORY OF MR. RONALD
McFADDEN

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2023

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr Speaker, today | rise
saddened to share the news of the premature
demise of one of Kansas City’s greatest treas-
ures and a dear friend of mine. Mr. Ronald
McFadden. Ronald and his brother Lonnie
formed the iconic duo known throughout the
world as the McFadden Brothers. The McFad-
den Brothers graduated from Lincoln High
School and after countless hours of musical
and tap lessons, performed their first official
McFadden Brothers act on July 30, 1983, at
the Music Hall with Oleta Adams. Since then,
this team performed before thousands of audi-
ences around the world, beginning in Japan in
1976 and later performances with Wayne
Newton in Las Vegas during the 1990s. But
what some people don’t know is that they
started performing at the old Muehlebach
Hotel in downtown Kansas City, Missouri at
the tender ages of 6 and 7 years old where
they were led by their father, an extraordinary
musician in his own right.

These two were more than just musicians,
they were the consummate entertainers. They
could sing with the best vocalist, their har-
mony allowed their audiences to float on
clouds, their tap dancing style and choreog-
raphy evoked memories of the famous Nich-
olas Brothers, their coordination, timing and
precision awed each audience member from
every end of the world. Their energy was so
electrifying that it captured each audience
from the time they stepped upon the stage
until their final bow, after what was certainly a
memorable experience. Their dynamic brand
of multi-discipline performance demonstrated
talents that were honed after countless hours
of practice and dedication to their craft. In
2016, the McFadden Brothers received the
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Amer-
ican Jazz Museum, and they received the Liv-
ing Legends Awards from Tapology in October
of 2017. In 2022, the McFadden Brothers re-
ceived the distinction of being enshrined into
the Jazz Walk of Fame in the Historic 18th
and Vine Jazz District, where | personally con-
gratulated them. During a recent interview
after Ronnie’s death, Lonnie was asked how
significant it was to lose his brother, and Lon-
nie explained that everyone who knew Ronnie
feels as if they lost their closest friend. Lon-
nie’s words reflect my own feelings at the mo-
ment, but | have no doubt that Ronnie’s pres-
ence will continue to be felt for generations to
come thanks to his music and the lives he
touched.

Mr. Speaker, please join me and all of Mis-
souri’'s Fifth Congressional District in cele-
brating the life and legacy of world renowned
jazz legend and Kansas City’s own, Mr. Ron-
ald McFadden. May his memory be a bless-
ing.

March 9, 2023
RECOGNIZING RHONDA FREDERICK

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2023

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker,
today we recognize and congratulate Rhonda
Frederick on her retirement after decades of
dedication and service to the Buffalo commu-
nity. Through her leadership at People Inc.,
Rhonda has been an indispensable advocate
for those with disabilities.

After 43 years working in almost every facet
at People Inc., Rhonda was instrumental in
starting and developing many programs of-
fered by this essential non-profit. She started
her career working in group homes and day
services, eventually earning her role as CEO
and President. As COO, she built and cul-
tivated important relationships with multiple
regulatory and funding agencies including the
Office for People with Developmental Disabil-
ities (OPWDD), Developmental Disabilities Re-
gional Office (DDRO), U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), NYS
Homes and Community Renewal, NYS De-
partment of Health, and NYS Office for the
Aging. She played a key role in starting Peo-
ple Inc. Senior Living, which now has over 20
apartment buildings for older adults who meet
federally mandated income guidelines. The
growth of People, Inc. to its current state of
150 group homes, countless programs, and
strong partnerships shows her commitment to
realizing an ambitious vision for this organiza-
tion and our community.

Outside of her extensive official career,
Rhonda is extremely active and involved in the
community. Currently she serves on the
Boards of Hilbert College, New York State In-
dustries for the Disabled (NYSIDD), Special
Olympics NY, Amherst Meals on Wheels, and
Accountable Health Community Inc. She is the
President of Developmental Disabilities Alli-
ance of WNY (DDAWNY) and is involved with
WNY iCan Bike—a program that provides tai-
lored and unique opportunities in recreational
activities for people with disabilities.

Rhonda’s unwavering dedication to the
Western New York community makes her wor-
thy of an easygoing and laid-back retirement,
but if her career is any indication, she will con-
tinue to devote her time to improving senior
and disability services. For that and all her ef-
forts over an illustrious career, Western New
Yorkers owe Rhonda Frederick a debt of grati-
tude.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF
JOHN JOINES

HON. ERIC BURLISON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2023

Mr. BURLISON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the career of John Joines, a South-
west Missouri public servant, who has spent
the last 25 years fighting poverty in his com-
munity.

Mr. Joines began his career with the Eco-
nomic Security Corporation, Southwest Area,
in 1997 as a program planner. Within 2 years,
he had made such an impact that he became
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