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Service and $312 million from the U.S. Forest 
Service. 

Mr. Chair, this is another messaging bill 
from House Republicans that will never be-
come law. It is time we focus on finding real 
solutions to the issues our constituents are 
facing. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LOS ALAMOS 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

HON. TERESA LEGER FERNANDEZ 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2023 

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to congratulate Los Alamos Public 
Schools in New Mexico, which is the 2023 
College Board Advanced Placement Small 
District of the Year. 

Every year, the College Board honors three 
districts with an Advanced Placement District 
of the Year award. Each represents a small, 
medium, or large district and has achieved the 
most significant increases in AP Exam scores. 
They have also expanded access to Advanced 
Placement courses for a greater diversity of 
students. The College Board awarded Los Al-
amos Public Schools this distinction from over 
12,000 school districts across the U.S. and 
Canada as the national leader among small- 
sized school districts. 

Advanced Placement courses provide ave-
nues to higher education opportunities and 
unlock many doors for students. Los Alamos 
Public Schools had 40 percent or more of its 
graduating cohort take at least one Advanced 
Placement exam. Their scores demonstrate 
high-level achievement. This proves that our 
students have the potential to excel when of-
fered challenging educational opportunities. 
The award is a great testament to the hard 
work and commitment of the administrators, 
educators, families, and students of Los Ala-
mos. 

Los Alamos Public Schools is a wonderful 
example of the excellence and achievement 
that exemplify the great state of New Mexico. 
I commend the educational community whose 
dedication and work ethic paved the way for 
this well-deserved award. 

f 

JUAN JOSE MORENO SANTOS 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2023 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Juan Jose Moreno Santos for 
earning the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Am-
bassadors for Youth Award. 

Juan Jose has achieved great things, all 
while overcoming adversity and challenges 
along the way. Students like Juan Jose, who 
strive to make the most of their education, de-
velop crucial skills and a work ethic that will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. This 
award is a testament to Juan Jose’s hard 
work, determination, and perseverance at Ar-
vada High School and is clearly just the begin-
ning of a bright and promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Juan Jose 
Moreno Santos on achieving the Arvada 

Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 15TH ANNUAL 
FAMILY CHRISTMAS EXTRAVA-
GANZA 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 1, 2023 

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday, De-
cember 16, 2023, Brevard County families, 
businesses and local community organizations 
will gather to celebrate the 15th Annual Family 
Christmas Extravaganza. This wonderful 
event, which will take place at Fred Poppe Re-
gional Park in Palm Bay, FL, will provide an 
uplifting message of hope and future during 
this Christmas season. 

The House Church, River of Life Christian 
Center, Elevation Church, Eastwind Pente-
costal Church, Grace Bible Church, Jornada al 
Cielo, Church on the Rock, Truth Reveal Min-
istries, Wings of Grace Ministries, CITA Res-
cue Mission, have all united to bring the 15th 
Annual Family Christmas Extravaganza to our 
City and County. 

Working with several community and busi-
ness partners such as the City of Palm Bay 
Parks & Recreation, Thrifty Specialty Produce, 
Chick-Fil-A, Fruits of my Labor, Engel & 
Volkers, Gator Automotive, the Mortgage Firm, 
Frog Bones-Family Shooting Center, Z88.3FM, 
All Digital All Day, Grifols Plasma Distribution 
Center, Double Scope, Al Dia Today News-
paper, Martin’s Famous Potato Rolls, SMTC 
Manufacturing, and Premiere Oaks 10 Cin-
ema, the mission is to provide a positive 
venue for residents and children to celebrate 
Christmas, serve others and give back to their 
community. 

Over sixty local businesses and organiza-
tions have made donations of toys, food, gift 
certificates, equipment, finances, and goodie 
bags, and will feature musicians and artist 
such as Unified Sound with Joel Lopez, 
Peabod, Carl Lewis and the Intensity Band, 
Eddie Anthony as Eddie Frost, Jalixa Morales 
as FA–LA–LA–LA–LIXA and Corey Sprenkle 
with S & S Sound. 

Senior Pastor Ken Delgado of The House at 
Palm Bay said: ‘‘With today’s news being filled 
with division, contention, and expressions of 
hatred, it is exciting to see the City of Palm 
Bay, along with the city’s businesses and the 
citizens, create an event where love, joy and 
peace are expressed. The Family Christmas 
Extravaganza is the greatest expression that 
so many people yearn for and is what the an-
gels proclaimed at the birth of Jesus, saying 
‘Peace and good will towards all men’.’’ 

The Mayor of the City of Palm Bay, Rob 
Medina, issued a proclamation in support for 
this year’s celebration, recognizing the Ex-
travaganza has become the largest Christmas 
party on the Space Coast and December 16, 
2023, as Family Christmas Extravaganza Day. 

The spirit of the holidays is all about giving 
and spending time with loved ones. This 
year’s Extravaganza brings our community to-
gether to remind us of that. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in saluting all those who 
are doing their part to spread the Christmas 
spirit this holiday season and those who have 
worked so hard to make the 15th Annual Fam-
ily Christmas Extravaganza possible. 

RECOGNIZING OFFICER JEFFREY 
PEIRCE 

HON. CHRIS PAPPAS 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 1, 2023 

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Officer Jeffrey Peirce of the 
Newfields Police Department for his recent act 
of bravery that earned him the Department’s 
Life Saving Award. When an armed man ex-
periencing a mental health crisis needed as-
sistance, Officer Peirce relied on his training, 
experience, and sense of duty to effectively 
de-escalate the situation and help the indi-
vidual access proper care. I commend Officer 
Peirce on his courage during a difficult situa-
tion and thank him for his decades of service 
to the Newfields and Rye Police Departments. 

In response to calls about a distressed indi-
vidual in the police department’s parking lot, 
Officer Peirce arrived on the scene ready to 
assist in the de-escalation of a mental health 
crisis. Without any backup Peirce engaged 
with the man, asking him questions and listen-
ing to his concerns, empowered by his years 
of de-escalation training and mental health 
classes. After removing a gun from the individ-
ual’s car, Officer Peirce encouraged the man 
to travel with him to Portsmouth Hospital in 
order to receive treatment and speak with the 
staff at the Behavioral Health Unit. 

Officer Peirce’s ability to de-escalate the sit-
uation is a result of his quick thinking and 
courage, as well as the professional training in 
mental health affairs he received as a member 
of the force. By listening to the concerns of 
the individual, acting quickly to withdraw and 
empty his gun, and helping him access the 
care he needed, Officer Peirce demonstrated 
bravery and empathy, making him truly de-
serving of the Life Saving Award. 

On behalf of my constituents in New Hamp-
shire’s First Congressional District, I thank Of-
ficer Peirce for his bravery and recognize him 
for his service to the people of New Hamp-
shire. His heroism and sense of duty will serve 
as a shining example for all Granite State pub-
lic safety professionals. I wish Officer Peirce 
all the best in his future endeavors. 

f 

JESUS FIGUEROA-ARRIGA 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 1, 2023 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Jesus Figueroa-Arriga for earning 
the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambas-
sadors for Youth Award. 

Jesus has achieved great things, all while 
overcoming adversity and challenges along 
the way. Students like Jesus, who strive to 
make the most of their education, develop cru-
cial skills and a work ethic that will guide them 
for the rest of their lives. This award is a testa-
ment to Jesus’s hard work, determination, and 
perseverance at Jefferson Jr./Sr. High School 
and is clearly just the beginning of a bright 
and promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Jesus 
Figueroa-Arriga on achieving the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
Award. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RANDY K. WEBER, SR. 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2023 

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, unfortu-
nately, due to a family health issue that re-
quired prompt attention, I missed two suspen-
sion votes last night regarding our greatest 
ally, Israel. Had I been present, I would have 
voted yes—without reservation—for both 
measures: I unequivocally reaffirm Israel’s 
right to exist, and I support the immediate re-
lease of all hostages taken by the jihadist ter-
rorist organization Hamas. I am thankful that 
my colleagues in Congress voted overwhelm-
ingly in favor of these measures. Anyone fa-
miliar with my voting record knows that I have 
always stood foursquare in support of Israel 
and will continue to do so. Hamas must be 
eradicated, all prisoners must be released, 
and we must continue to remove any shred of 
doubt about Israel’s right to exist. 

f 

AZAHNAE MEDINA 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2023 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Azahnae Medina for earning the 
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth Award. 

Azahnae has achieved great things, all 
while overcoming adversity and challenges 
along the way. Students like Azahnae, who 
strive to make the most of their education, de-
velop crucial skills and a work ethic that will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. This 
award is a testament to Azahnae’s hard work, 
determination, and perseverance at Arvada 
High School and is clearly just the beginning 
of a bright and promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Azahnae Me-
dina on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

f 

HONORING TEXAS–24 HOMETOWN 
HERO CAPTAIN KENNETH 
ZACHARIE 

HON. BETH VAN DUYNE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2023 

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize our Texas–24 Hometown Hero, 
Dallas Fire-Rescue Captain Kenneth Zacharie. 
Earlier this month at a Nimitz High School 
basketball game, Kenneth, alongside an Ar-
lington Lamar High School Athletic Trainer and 
Arlington EMS supervisor, worked to save a 
young athlete when she collapsed on the court 
during pregame warm-ups. The young athlete 
went into cardiac arrest and Kenneth swooped 
into action, using chest compressions and a 
defibrillator. As a result of his heroic actions, 
the student-athlete is now on the road to re-
covery. 

Kenneth’s wife coaches the Nimitz High 
School girls’ varsity basketball team. Luckily, 

Kenneth brought their three sons to the game 
earlier than usual and was there when the stu-
dent-athlete collapsed before the game began. 
As the Captain of the Rapid Intervention 
Team, Kenneth is no stranger to serious situa-
tions and was able to work with others to pro-
vide a swift, lifesaving response. 

I’d like to thank Captain Kenneth Zacharie 
for being a shining example of the heroes that 
make North Texas such an amazing commu-
nity to live in. 

f 

HONORING MAJOR DAVID 
CHARLES HOFFMAN 

HON. ABIGAIL DAVIS SPANBERGER 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2023 

Ms. SPANBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate Major David Charles Hoffman for 
39 years of dedicated service to our country. 

Major Hoffman started his career with the 
U.S. Army after graduating from Cleveland 
Marshall College of Law in 1985, when he re-
ceived his commission as a Judge Advocate 
in the U.S. Army. His Meritorious Service 
Medal, Army Commendation Medal, and Army 
Achievement Medal are a testament to his ex-
ceptional achievements and the magnitude of 
his contributions through his service. 

Major Hoffman’s commitment to learning 
was instrumental in his success. In 1988, he 
graduated from the U.S. Army’s Command 
and General Staff College. That same year, 
he graduated from the Army Logistics Man-
agement College, where he was named as a 
distinguished graduate of the Management of 
Defense Acquisitions Course. 

On October 2, 1998, Major Hoffman joined 
the U.S. Army Reserves, and on that same 
date, he joined the U.S. Department of Justice 
as an attorney with the Civil Division, Com-
mercial Litigation Branch. While there, he con-
tinued to serve the people of Virginia. Since 
2005, he has served as the Deputy General 
Counsel for Audit Policy and Contract Litiga-
tion in the Office of General Counsel for the 
Defense Contract Audit Agency at Fort 
Belvoir, Virginia. In recognition of his es-
teemed service on behalf of the American 
people, the Defense Contract Audit Agency 
bestowed Major Hoffman with the Civilian Mer-
itorious Service Award. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating and thanking Major David 
Charles Hoffman for 39 years of service to our 
country and in wishing him the best as he re-
tires to spend time with his wife of 43 years, 
Cheryl, and their two children, Kristin and Jon-
athan. 

f 

JAYLIN MARTINEZ 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2023 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Jaylin Martinez for earning the 
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth Award. 

Jaylin has achieved great things, all while 
overcoming adversity and challenges along 

the way. Students like Jaylin, who strive to 
make the most of their education, develop cru-
cial skills and a work ethic that will guide them 
for the rest of their lives. This award is a testa-
ment to Jaylin’s hard work, determination, and 
perseverance at Arvada K-8 School and is 
clearly just the beginning of a bright and prom-
ising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Jaylin Mar-
tinez on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

f 

HONORING LARRY D. SMITH 

HON. AMI BERA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 1, 2023 

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my deepest gratitude and admiration for 
the exemplary service and dedication of Mr. 
Larry D. Smith. It is with great honor that we 
acknowledge his remarkable contributions and 
years of service to our country and our Military 
Academies. I thank him for his invaluable part-
nership over the past decade as this weekend 
marks his last round of academy nomination 
interviews that he will conduct in support of 
my office. 

Born in Los Angeles in 1940, Mr. Smith’s 
journey is one marked by commitment and 
achievement. A graduate of Manual Arts High 
School in 1958, he furthered his education at 
the United States Military Academy, earning a 
BS in General Engineering in 1962. Commis-
sioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in the US Army, 
Armor Branch, Mr. Smith’s military service 
took him to Germany, the United States, and 
Vietnam, where he served with distinction in 
the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment. 

Transitioning to civilian life in 1970, Mr. 
Smith embarked on a successful career in 
Commercial Real Estate, notably with Grubb & 
Ellis Company, where he served on the Board 
of Directors and managed offices in the Los 
Angeles area. His relocation from Southern 
California to Sacramento in 1979 marked the 
beginning of a new chapter as a Commercial 
Real Estate Developer, leaving an indelible 
mark by constructing the IRS office facility in 
Sacramento and managing others in Nevada, 
Arizona, and New Mexico. His foray into resi-
dential home building in 1990 saw the creation 
and sale of hundreds of homes in the Sac-
ramento area, a testament to his enduring en-
trepreneurial spirit. 

Beyond his professional accomplishments, 
Mr. Smith has been an active and engaged 
member of the West Point community. Cur-
rently serving as the President of the West 
Point Alumni in Northern California, he also 
holds the position of National Trustee for the 
Association of Graduates. His involvement in 
the West Point Admissions Department and 
his role as the e-mail network moderator for 
the West Point Parents Net (wpp-net) show-
case his commitment to the development and 
support of future generations. Mr. Smith’s fam-
ily life is equally commendable, having been 
married to his wife, Maren, for 35 years. His 
sons, Tom and Mark, have followed in his 
footsteps, with Tom serving as an officer in 
the Army and Mark as a legislative aide to a 
California State Senator. 

I ask that my colleagues join me in thanking 
Mr. Larry D. Smith in recognition of his out-
standing achievements and unwavering dedi-
cation to public service. His legacy serves as 
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