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Catherine McAuley Distinguished Alumnae
Honoree at Mount Mercy Academy, Meghan
Crotty Quinn. For over a century, Mount Mercy
Academy has been a beacon of light and an
indispensable institution within our community.
With a unique focus on academic excellence,
women’s leadership, and a commitment to
building a just society, it is only proper to com-
mend the alumni who have contributed to this
much-deserved reputation.

A proud South Buffalo resident, Meghan
and her husband Kevin Quinn are the proud
parents of Kiera (Mount Mercy Academy,
Class of 2027), son Rory and daughter Col-
leen. Meghan is the daughter of Anita Durkin
Crotty (Mount Mercy Academy Class of 1963)
and Patrick Crotty. Meghan is a business and
community leader. She graduated from John
Carroll University in 2007 and earned the title
of Certified Public Accountant shortly there-
after. Meghan’s rise in the banking industry
has been rapid; after a stint with M&T Bank,
she now serves as a Senior Vice President in
the Commercial Banking division at HSBC
Bank. She has twice been recognized by her
peers as a top 100 performer in United States
commercial banking and is a recipient of the
Irish Echo’s 40 Under 40 Award in 2021.
Meanwhile, her professional success has been
coupled with a steadfast commitment of pay-
ing it forward. Meghan is the Treasurer of
South Buffalo Roots, a rising community orga-
nization responsible for organizing the very
successful South Buffalo Porchfest, Music in
the Park series and South Buffalo Irish Fes-
tival. This dedicated group of volunteers in
turn supports an array of neighborhood organi-
zations using a creative model of giving back
to other charitable organizations including, the
South Buffalo Community Table, Buffalo Irish
Center, Buffalo Refuse, local sports and
school organizations, 11-Day Powerplay, Kids
Escaping Drugs, and Feed the Front Line. Citi-
zens like Meghan—those who are consumed
with doing right by their neighbors are what
makes Buffalo so special. Her commitment to
professional excellence and bettering the
Western New York community make for an in-
credible endorsement of Mount Mercy Acad-
emy and its principles.

The award recipients and honorees tonight
for Mount Mercy Academy’s 22nd Annual Din-
ner have exceeded the already rigorous stand-
ard for the members within this community.
Mount Mercy’s values and commitment to
service are steeped in decades of tradition,
and Meghan Crotty Quinn continues to live
these values in her career and relationships.

LUIS MOLINA-BARRAZA
HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 28, 2023

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Luis Molina-Barraza of West-
minster, Colorado for receiving the United
States Department of State Benjamin A. Gil-
man International Scholarship. As part of this
prestigious honor, Luis traveled to Morocco to
study abroad.

U.S. Study Abroad programs are an impor-
tant component of the federal government’s
efforts to ensure Americans of all backgrounds
have the opportunity to gain global experi-
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ences and work across our borders to help
address our world’s greatest challenges. The
Benjamin A. Gilman Scholarship provides ex-
ceptional undergraduate students with the op-
portunity to expand their cultural proficiencies,
study critical need languages, and conduct
STEM research. The scholarship has empow-
ered over 41,000 individuals with financial
need to engage in people-to-people diplomacy
and prepare for distinguished careers in public
service.

| commend Luis for pursuing an exemplary
international education and representing
America abroad as a citizen ambassador. This
scholarship rightly recognizes a commitment
to academic excellence. Mr. Speaker, it is a
privilege to recognize Luis’ many accomplish-
ments.

———————

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO DES-
IGNATE THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA AS AN EMPOWERMENT
ZONE

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 28, 2023

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today. | intro-
duce a bill that would designate certain areas
of the District of Columbia as empowerment
zones. This bill would effectively reauthorize
many of the unique federal tax incentives for
business investment in D.C. that expired in
2011. D.C.’s downtown, which has been the
economic engine of the city, has been particu-
larly hard hit by the increase in remote and
hybrid work since the COVID-19 pandemic.
making this bill especially important.

In 1993, Congress created the national em-
powerment zone program to encourage invest-
ment in low-income communities and dele-
gated to federal agencies the authority to des-
ignate communities as empowerment zones.
D.C. was not among those so designated.
However. in 1997. working primarily with Re-
publicans in Congress, | created federal tax in-
centives for investment in D.C. by businesses
and individuals. The business incentives were
similar to, but more generous than, those
available under the national empowerment
zone program. | got the D.C. incentives reau-
thorized regularly until 2011, when Congress
refused to extend the D.C. incentives. At the
same time, Congress extended the national
empowerment zone program, and the program
was last extended through 2025. Under my
bill, low-income neighborhoods in D.C. would
be treated as empowerment zones as long as
the national empowerment zone program re-
mains in effect.

Congress has recognized that the benefits
of tax incentives for investment in economi-
cally distressed communities outweigh the
costs, as it has continuously extended the na-
tional empowerment zone program. The tax
incentives for D.C. were the only tax incen-
tives for a big city that were not extended,
even though they were initially created by Re-
publicans, with the help of several Democrats.

The expiration of the tax incentives for D.C.
was tragically timed, as the low-income parts
of D.C., which needed the incentives most,
were ready for revitalization. As we work to re-
vitalize downtown D.C. and Wards 5, 7 and 8,
the need for these incentives for D.C. is of
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paramount importance. The tax incentives for
D.C. were effective and their costs were de
minimis.

| strongly urge my colleagues to support this
bill.

———

CELEBRATING DR. HANK HINE
FOR HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
ARTS

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 28, 2023

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate Dr. Hank Hine, his remark-
able achievements and the well-deserved rec-
ognition from Spain’s King, Felipe VI of the
Order of Isabel la Catdlica. As the Executive
Director of The Dali Museum in St. Peters-
burg. Florida, Dr. Hine has not only enriched
our community and cultural landscape, but
also has forged international connections that
highlight the artistic and cultural treasures we
hold dear.

Dr. Hine’s lifelong commitment to the arts
and his exceptional stewardship of The Dali
Museum have left an indelible mark on the
cultural life of our community. The Dali Mu-
seum holds the largest collection of Salvador
Dali’s artworks outside of Dali’s home country
of Spain. Under his visionary leadership, the
museum has become a beacon of creativity
and inspiration, welcoming visitors from all
corners of the globe to experience the master-
pieces of Dali and other renowned artists.

The recent honor bestowed upon Dr. Hine,
the Order of Isabel la Catdlica, is a testament
to his dedication and tireless efforts in fos-
tering cultural exchange and promoting the
legacy of Salvador Dali, one of the most cele-
brated artists of all times. This recognition is
one of the highest civilian honors Spain
bestows, and it reflects the deep respect and
admiration with which he is regarded not only
in our local community but also on the inter-
national stage. Dr. Hine expressed his grati-
tude to the entire community in his acceptance
address, recognizing all those who welcomed
The Dali to St. Petersburg—the founders,
staff, trustees, and volunteers whose embrace
of the power of art propelled all the Museum’s
achievements.

Dr. Hine’s work transcends borders, enrich-
ing our understanding of art, culture and the
human experience. His tireless commitment to
fostering collaboration and understanding
among different cultures and nations deserves
our highest praise and gratitude.

As we congratulate Dr. Hine on this pres-
tigious recognition, we also express our grati-
tude for his continued contributions to the vi-
brant cultural tapestry of our community. His
passion and leadership at The Dali Museum
have made Tampa Bay a cultural hub and a
destination for art enthusiasts worldwide.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing and applauding Dr. Hank Hine
for his outstanding achievements and for
bringing the world of art and culture closet to
our hearts and our community. Dr. Hine’s un-
wavering commitment to the arts has en-
hanced the lives of my community and his
work will be celebrated by many generations.
May his work continue to inspire and enrich us
all.
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HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 28, 2023

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Marie Handy of Lakewood, Colo-
rado for receiving the United States Depart-
ment of State Benjamin A. Gilman Inter-
national Scholarship. As part of this pres-
tigious honor, Marie traveled to Japan to study
abroad.

U.S. Study Abroad programs are an impor-
tant component of the federal government’s
efforts to ensure Americans of all backgrounds
have the opportunity to gain global experi-
ences and work across our borders to help
address our world’s greatest challenges. The
Benjamin A. Gilman Scholarship provides ex-
ceptional undergraduate students with the op-
portunity to expand their cultural proficiencies,
study critical need languages, and conduct
STEM research. The scholarship has empow-
ered over 41,000 individuals with financial
need to engage in people-to-people diplomacy
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and prepare for distinguished careers in public
service.

| commend Marie for pursuing an exemplary
international education and representing
America abroad as a citizen ambassador. This
scholarship rightly recognizes a commitment
to academic excellence. Mr. Speaker, it is a
privilege to recognize Marie’s many accom-
plishments.

————

CONGRATULATING MICHAEL
BUDNEY

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 28, 2023

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | am grateful to recognize Mike Budney,
Manager of the Department of Energy’s Sa-
vannah River Site, on receiving a 2023 Presi-
dential Rank Award (PRA).

The PRA is one of the highest awards be-
stowed upon career senior executives by the
President of the United States for making ex-
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traordinary and lasting achievements for their
respective agencies.

During his service at the Savannah River
Site, Mike has overseen completion of the
tank waste treatment system with the startup
of the Salt Waste Processing Facility, spear-
headed the Accelerated Basin De-inventory
project, saving taxpayers billions of dollars,
and broken ground on the Advanced Manufac-
turing Collaborative, a facility that will bring
government, industry, and academia together
to develop and share advanced manufacturing
technologies.

Leading a workforce of over 12,000 govern-
ment and contractor personnel to successfully
accomplish these critical tasks demonstrates
his commitment and service to this nation.
This is in addition to his 29 years of service
in the U.S. Navy, including commanding offi-
cer of the USS Emory S. Land and the USS
Pennsylvania.

| am grateful to Mike for his service in help-
ing to keep America strong and safe. Con-
gratulations on receiving the Presidential Rank
Award, an inspiration for what we can achieve
as public servants.
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