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AUDREY BULLER 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2023 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Audrey Buller of Arvada, Colo-
rado for receiving the United States Depart-
ment of State Benjamin A. Gilman Inter-
national Scholarship. As part of this pres-
tigious honor, Audrey traveled to Zambia to 
study abroad. 

U.S. Study Abroad programs are an impor-
tant component of the federal government’s 
efforts to ensure Americans of all backgrounds 
have the opportunity to gain global experi-
ences and work across our borders to help 
address our world’s greatest challenges. The 
Benjamin A. Gilman Scholarship provides ex-
ceptional undergraduate students with the op-
portunity to expand their cultural proficiencies, 
study critical need languages, and conduct 
STEM research. The scholarship has empow-
ered over 41,000 individuals with financial 
need to engage in people-to-people diplomacy 
and prepare for distinguished careers in public 
service. 

I commend Audrey for pursuing an exem-
plary international education and representing 
America abroad as a citizen ambassador. This 
scholarship rightly recognizes a commitment 
to academic excellence. Mr. Speaker, it is a 
privilege to recognize Audrey’s many accom-
plishments. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ALISON FOREMAN’S 
SERVICE TO THE CITY OF YPSI-
LANTI 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2023 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Alison Foreman, President and 
CEO of the Ypsilanti Meals on Wheels 
(YMOW) program, as she closes out 10 years 
in Ypsilanti, MI and prepares to take her ex-
pertise to Mobile Wheels of Toledo. Her life-
long dedication to serving those in need is 
worthy of commendation. 

Alison began non-profit work shortly after 
graduating from Eastern Michigan University, 
where she earned a Bachelor’s degree in Ju-
venile Justice coupled with a Masters’s in 
Public Administration. She joined YMOW in 
2013 as the program’s first full-time Executive 
Director, getting involved at a time when the 
organization was struggling to make ends 
meet. As one of her initial tasks, Alison was 
challenged to raise $25,000 during her first 
year. She delivered above and beyond what 
was asked of her, and the program flourished 
as a result. In recognition for her steadfast ef-
forts, Alison was named President and CEO in 
2021. As she celebrates her 10th anniversary 

with YMOW, the group now operates on a 
$1.8 million annual budget and has expanded 
to offer a full suite of services that benefit over 
400 local seniors and homebound adults each 
year. Her team credits her with reviving an or-
ganization struggling to make ends meet, add-
ing that she has worked tirelessly to realize 
YMOW’s vision of ‘‘a community where every 
senior feels nourished, valued, and sup-
ported.’’ In caring for some of Ypsilanti’s most 
vulnerable citizens, Alison has done a tremen-
dous job at strengthening and nourishing her 
community. 

In addition to her laudable efforts at YMOW, 
Alison has made many other significant con-
tributions to our Ypsilanti home. Over the 
years, she has dedicated herself to various 
local non-profits as both a volunteer and an 
employee, most notably the Michigan State 
Housing Development Authority and the Book 
Industry Charitable Foundation. Alison has 
been an active member in a plethora of local 
organizations, serving on the boards of the 
Ypsilanti Area Community Fund, the 
Washtenaw Leaders Advisory, SOS Commu-
nity Services, and her alma mater’s MPA Advi-
sory Group, among others. She is also a 
founding member of the Say Yes to Seniors 
Initiative, part of the Ypsilanti Kiwanis Club, 
and a Washtenaw County grant reviewer. 
Alison’s devotion to alleviating Ypsilanti’s great 
diversity of needs is inspirational, and I am 
proud to have such a selfless individual lead-
ing our local community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in celebrating Alison Foreman for her 
decade of dedication to serving the Ypsilanti 
area as she wraps up her tenure at the helm 
of the Ypsilanti Meals on Wheels program. Ali-
son has worked tirelessly to benefit her local 
community and has made significant contribu-
tions to improving the lives of our most vulner-
able neighbors. We thank her for her tremen-
dous work and wish her all the best as she 
embarks upon her next endeavor. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KERRIE HURD, DI-
RECTOR OF THE SMALL BUSI-
NESS ADMINISTRATION 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2023 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize Kerrie Hurd for her many 
years of public service and congratulate her 
on her retirement as the Director of the Small 
Business Administration (SBA) in Seattle Dis-
trict Office. Kerrie’s strong leadership, relent-
less work ethic, and steadfast commitment to 
the SBA’s mission embodies the highest 
ideals of public service. 

During the pandemic when SBA COVID Re-
lief programs disbursed funding to small busi-
nesses across the country, Kerrie worked to 
ensure no business was left behind. She ad-
vocated for Paycheck Protection Program 

(PPP) policy changes so Washington’s Tribal 
Fishers and other tribal-owned businesses 
could also benefit from the program. In addi-
tion, she drove efforts to identify and find local 
small businesses that were eligible for the 
SBA 8(a) program, helping small businesses 
grow with federal contracts. This included the 
strenuous process of reviewing industry asso-
ciation memberships and partnering with the 
state government. Her capabilities and dedica-
tion are also evident in her unprecedented ac-
complishment of organizing over $1.2 billion in 
SBA lending and willingness to work overtime 
to help small businesses be successful. 

Mr. Speaker, I sincerely thank and com-
mend Kerrie Hurd for her service to the com-
munity. She is a great example of a public 
servant for us all. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF MARJORIE ‘‘MARGE’’ 
STANTON RYAN 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2023 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today I am pleased to recognize this year’s 
Spirit of Mercy Honoree at Mount Mercy Acad-
emy, Marjorie ‘‘Marge’’ Stanton Ryan. For over 
a century, Mount Mercy Academy has been a 
beacon of light and an indispensable institu-
tion within our community. With a unique focus 
on academic excellence, women’s leadership, 
and a commitment to building a just society, it 
is only proper to commend all of those who 
have contributed to this much-deserved rep-
utation. 

Marge Ryan is one of South Buffalo’s most 
dedicated activists, and her passion for 
bettering this neighborhood is nothing short of 
commendable. After graduating from South 
Park High School in 1959, Marge worked as 
a stenographer with RJ Walsh/Equitabte Insur-
ance before marrying Tom Ryan in 1959 and 
raising six children. Marge took on an active 
role in the parents’ guilds at Mount Mercy 
Academy and Bishop Timon-St. Jude High 
School while her children were in school. 
Marge was a founding member of South Buf-
falo Alive, a nonprofit organization that dedi-
cates its time and energy to improving the 
quality of life in South Buffalo and beautifying 
the neighborhood. She has worked with the 
Olmsted Conservancy Board and has a long 
history of working with elected leaders in the 
community to get things done including, the 
Mayors in the City of Buffalo, Buffalo City 
Council Members, the Parks Department, and 
the Department of Public Works, as well as 
working closely with county, state and federal 
representatives on important projects in our 
community. Marge is consistent and attentive, 
and you can tell almost immediately which 
gardens Marge makes her own by their beau-
ty, simplicity, and by the way they are kept— 
tidy. Marge still actively helps to maintain: 
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Mount Mercy Academy, Trocaire College, the 
Firemen’s Memorial, Morgan/Heacock Park, 
the traffic circle gardens on McKinley Park-
way, and the brick paths in Cazenovia Park 
and pocket park gardens around Abbott and 
South Park. Of course, her passion of gar-
dening has been a constant through all her 
years, and it has led to the beautification of 
countless areas and parks in South Buffalo. 
Her friendship with Sister Marie Bernard was 
the foundation of her involvement and gar-
dening at the Mt. Mercy Convent and Trocaire 
College. As a friend of Marge, I can say with 
confidence that our community is a better, 
more attractive place to live because of her 
unrelenting efforts. 

The award recipients and honorees tonight 
for Mount Mercy Academy’s 22nd Annual Din-
ner have exceeded the already rigorous stand-
ard for the members within this community. 
Mount Mercy’s values and commitment to 
service are steeped in decades of tradition, 
and Marjorie Stanton Ryan continues to live 
these values in all she does. Marge shares 
this legacy with her husband, Tom, as well as 
her children, Mary Lynn (’79), Karen (’80), 
Maggie (’83), Kevin, David, Tom, Jr., and their 
grandchildren. 

f 

CITLALLI CUMPLIDO 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2023 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Citlalli Cumplido of Denver, Colo-
rado for receiving the United States Depart-
ment of State Benjamin A. Gilman Inter-
national Scholarship. As part of this pres-
tigious honor, Citlalli traveled to the Czech Re-
public to study abroad. 

U.S. Study Abroad programs are an impor-
tant component of the federal government’s 
efforts to ensure Americans of all backgrounds 
have the opportunity to gain global experi-
ences and work across our borders to help 
address our world’s greatest challenges. The 
Benjamin A. Gilman Scholarship provides ex-
ceptional undergraduate students with the op-
portunity to expand their cultural proficiencies, 
study critical need languages, and conduct 
STEM research. The scholarship has empow-
ered over 41,000 individuals with financial 
need to engage in people-to-people diplomacy 
and prepare for distinguished careers in public 
service. 

I commend Citlalli for pursuing an exem-
plary international education and representing 
America abroad as a citizen ambassador. This 
scholarship rightly recognizes a commitment 
to academic excellence. Mr. Speaker, it is a 
privilege to recognize Citlalli’s many accom-
plishments. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF JESSICA TURNER 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2023 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today I am pleased to recognize this year’s 

Athletic Excellence Honoree at Mount Mercy 
Academy, Jessica Turner. For over a century, 
Mount Mercy Academy has been a beacon of 
light and an indispensable institution within our 
community. With a unique focus on academic 
excellence, women’s leadership, and a com-
mitment to building a just society, it is only 
proper to commend the alumni who have con-
tributed to this much-deserved reputation. 

As a leader on and off the court, Jessica 
has been exemplary in her commitment to 
service. While playing Division I basketball at 
Niagara University, she served as Vice Presi-
dent of the Student Athletic Advisory Com-
mittee and was selected as an Arthur Ashe, 
Jr. Sports Scholar. The skills Jessica gained 
as a student-athlete were directly transferable 
to her role in the business world. She has 
consistently advanced as an employee at New 
Era Cap Company and was a critical force in 
the creation of New Era’s Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion Council (DEI). Jessica was the 
first person to hold the title of Director of DEI. 
Outside of work, she spends her time as a 
mentor with the Jackie Robinson Foundation 
Scholars and volunteers with the Festival of 
Trees, FeedMore WNY, the Special Olympics, 
Willie Hutch Jones Education and Sports pro-
grams, and the Juvenile Arthritis Foundation. 
Jessica’s love of basketball was formed by her 
father, and it has shaped the person that is 
deserving of this award. Though athletics can 
be seen as an all-encompassing time commit-
ment, Jessica has used her passion of sports 
as fuel to better the lives of others. 

The award recipients and honorees tonight 
for Mount Mercy Academy’s 22nd Annual Din-
ner have exceeded the already rigorous stand-
ard for the members within this community. 
Mount Mercy’s values and commitment to 
service are steeped in decades of tradition, 
and Jessica Turner continues to live these val-
ues in her career, relationships, and most im-
portantly, as a mother to Maya and Kellan. 

f 

HONORING THE ST. PAUL AME 
CHURCH’S 126TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 28, 2023 

Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor St. Paul African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church in Delray Beach, Flor-
ida, on its 126th anniversary. This significant 
milestone is a testament to the enduring spirit 
of faith and community that has thrived within 
its walls since its inception. 

St. Paul AME Church. originally named Mt. 
Tabor, held its first service on November 19, 
1897, in what was then called Linton. St. Paul 
was the second church established in the area 
that would become Delray Beach in 1964. 
Prior to relocating in 1902, St. Paul shared a 
building with the first church in Delray, Mt. 
Olive Baptist. The fact that it has weathered 
the test of time, evolving and adapting over 
the years, speaks to the resilience and com-
mitment of its congregation. 

Reverend James C. Watson, Jr. and First 
Lady Viola Watson are committed community 
leaders and their dedication to St. Paul AME 
Church is a steadfast commitment to fostering 
spiritual growth and community engagement. 

As we celebrate the 126th anniversary, we 
must recognize that St. Paul AME Church is 

part of a broader legacy. The African Meth-
odist Episcopal church founded in America in 
1787, has a rich history of promoting both 
spiritual enrichment and social justice. St. Paul 
AME Church stands as a local embodiment of 
this legacy, contributing to the cultural and 
spiritual tapestry of Delray Beach. 

Pastor James and First Lady Viola Watson’s 
commitment to St. Paul AME Church and their 
service to our community is remarkable. I con-
gratulate them on 126 years of service and 
wish them continued success. 

f 

HONORING DR. DAVID TAYLOE 

HON. GREGORY F. MURPHY 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2023 

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize an incredible pediatrician, Dr. David 
Tayloe of Goldsboro, North Carolina, who has 
spent his lifetime advocating for children’s 
health and well-being. 

At the beginning of his career, Dr. Tayloe al-
ready had an aptitude for recognizing the 
needs of his community. In 1977, when Dr. 
Tayloe was a solo pediatrician, he helped es-
tablish a level II Neonatal Unit at Wayne Me-
morial Hospital to help bring care to sick 
newborns. He has spearheaded systemic 
changes in our school systems to help low-in-
come and at-risk children receive healthcare 
resources and special literacy tutoring. 

Due to Dr. Tayloe’s father being held legally 
responsible in a child vaccine injury lawsuit in-
volving a developmentally disabled child who 
received a state-mandated vaccine, he was 
determined to find a solution to the vaccine li-
ability crisis. His legislative advocacy proved 
successful. In 1986, the North Carolina Gen-
eral Assembly passed legislation to provide li-
ability protection for physicians when giving 
state-required vaccines to minors. As all can 
see, Dr. Tayloe is most talented at wearing 
two hats as an advocate and a pediatrician. 

Dr. Tayloe’s good deeds extend far beyond 
Wayne County and the State of North Caro-
lina. While serving in multiple leadership roles 
at the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), 
including President, Dr. Tayloe made trips to 
the Middle East to help translate AAP mate-
rials into Arabic and to ensure more pediatri-
cians around the globe could have access to 
AAP documents through low-cost international 
membership. 

Dr. Tayloe has received numerous awards 
for his achievements. While this is only a sliv-
er of Dr. Tayloe’s long list of accomplishments 
and sacrifices to his community, I am grateful 
for the opportunity to extend Congress’s sin-
cerest appreciation and recognition to him. Dr. 
Tayloe is undoubtedly the epitome of servant 
leadership and has greatly contributed to fos-
tering a healthier society in his community, 
State, and around the world. Please join me in 
honoring this outstanding American. 
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