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accident at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. Mr.
Wilber carries the memory of his son in his
heart and draws inspiration from his son’s leg-
acy to continue being a positive role model for
others.

| am proud that my office has been able to
work with Bruce in his role as TVSO and
CVSO. It is an incredible honor to recognize
and celebrate the accomplishments of Bruce
as he continues to make a profound impact on
the lives of our veterans, the Menominee tribe,
Northeast Wisconsin, and our country.

———

CONGRATULATING HERMIT WOODS
WINERY AND EATERY ON BEING
NOMINATED TO THE 2023 AMER-
ICA’S TOP SMALL BUSINESS
SUMMIT

HON. CHRIS PAPPAS

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2023

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Hermit Woods Winery and
Eatery, a New Hampshire small business that
was recently nominated to the 2023 America’s
Top Small Business Summit. For 13 years
Hermit Woods Winery and Eatery has em-
bodied our state’s values of determination and
innovation, heightened consumer experiences
with  high-quality, locally-sourced products.
This recent recognition by the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce is a testament to Hermit Woods
Winery and Eatery’s impact on our local econ-
omy and involvement in the community. The
next generation of New Hampshire business
leaders will look to Hermit Woods for inspira-
tion.

Hermit Woods is an industry leader and a
trusted community partner. Its model of brew-
ing with the fruits, flowers, and vegetables
grown by local farmers and foragers show-
cases its culinary creativity and commitment to
fostering community connections. Each bottle
at the Winery is brewed with the spirit of com-
munity that defines the work at Hermit Woods.
The Granite State is thankful for these small
businesses that provide quality products, build
relationships between neighbors, and strength-
en the economy.

| look forward to seeing all that Hermit
Woods accomplishes in the years to come,
and | am confident that it will continue to serve
as a guide for other business leaders in the
state. On behalf of the constituents of New
Hampshire’s First Congressional District, | ap-
plaud Hermit Woods for its commitment to the
values of business innovation and community
compassion. | wish Hermit Woods continued
success in its future endeavors.

———

RECOGNIZING OKALOOSA STEMM
ACADEMY

HON. MATT GAETZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2023

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a school from my district, the
Okaloosa Science, Technology, Engineering,
Mathematics, and Medical (STEMM) Acad-
emy, on achieving the remarkable milestone of
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being recognized as a National Blue Ribbon
School. Okaloosa STEMM Academy is one of
only 13 schools from the State of Florida to
earn this distinction and one of only 353 na-
tionwide in 2023. This achievement is a testa-
ment to the teachers and staff's dedication to
student success and their pursuit of excel-
lence.

The Okaloosa STEMM Academy is an inno-
vative middle school that provides a free and
public education to sixth through eighth grade
students in Okaloosa County with a curriculum
focused on academic rigor and excellence.
The STEMM Academy was established in
2012 as part of the Okaloosa STEMM Center.
The curriculum has been specifically designed
to enable students to transition to high school
having completed numerous high school
courses, including Algebra | Honors, Geometry
I Honors, Physical Science Honors, Fun-
damentals of Web Design, and Earth Space
Science Honors. | am proud that Northwest
Florida is home to a multi-faceted academy for
students interested in pursuing STEMM ca-
reers.

I, along with all of Northwest Florida, thank
Principal Scheree Martin, the teachers, admin-
istration, and staff at Okaloosa STEMM Acad-
emy for their hard work and dedication to their
students, families, and this community.

On behalf of the United States House of
Representatives, | am privileged to recognize
Okaloosa STEMM Academy on this incredible
achievement.

—————

HONORING RHONDA GIVENS BOLES

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2023

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a breast cancer hero,
Mrs. Rhonda Givens Boles.

Rhonda Boles was born on March 1, 1972,
in Clarksdale to Roger Givens and Jamie
Sharkey Givens. She has two amazing sons,
Preston Il—a freshman pre-veterinary medi-
cine major at Mississippi State University, and
Matthew Jamison—a junior at Pillow Acad-
emy.

Rhonda was a 1990 graduate of Greenwood
High School and completed a Bachelor of
Science degree at Jackson State University in
1994. She completed her master's degree at
Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee.
Obtaining both a Bachelor and Master of
Science in nursing before becoming a board-
certified family nurse practitioner. She is also
a member of Delta Sigma Theta, Incorporated.

Rhonda married Dr. Preston Boles of
Greenwood after moving back to Mississippi
from Nashville, and they have enjoyed 21
years of marital bliss.

Rhonda has a love for her New Zion Mis-
sionary Baptist Church Family and has served
in many capacities: as speaker, advocate, and
facilitator for health-care discussions during
the months of October and February, where
she educated the congregants on breast can-
cer awareness and other health-related topics.

Rhonda was named The Greenwood Com-
monwealth’s 2023 Mother of the Year in May.
The title she proudly claimed was being her
two sons’ biggest cheerleader who did not
carry pom-poms and was often heard giving
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the quick retort when asked why something
had to be done.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing a breast cancer hero, Mrs.
Rhonda Givens Boles.

————

CELEBRATING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF CHARTER SCHOOLS
USA AND CEO JONATHAN HAGE

HON. JARED MOSKOWITZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2023

Mr. MOSKOWITZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 25th Anniversary of Charter
Schools USA and its President and CEO, Jon-
athan Hage.

Mr. Hage worked closely with former gov-
ernor Jeb Bush in developing charter school
legislation in Florida, opening the first charter
school in the state. He has diligently worked
with legislative representatives on both sides
of the aisle to create equitable student learn-
ing opportunities. He has provided high-quality
educational options for more than 95,000 stu-
dents in Florida, Louisiana, Georgia, South
Carolina, and North Carolina.

Furthermore, Mr. Hage is a veteran who
served in the Army Special Forces as a Green
Beret. He is committed to supporting the mili-
tary community through hiring practices that
recruit, maintain, and promote veterans from
all military branches. Additionally, where per-
mitted by each school's charter agreement,
students from military families are given enroll-
ment preference. These commitments helped
a Florida school receive the Florida Purple
Star School of Distinction, recognizing schools
that support the unique needs of military fami-
lies and provide resources for military-con-
nected students when transitioning to a new
school environment.

| am pleased to honor Mr. Jonathan Hage
and Charter Schools USA for their continued
commitment to student excellence by pro-
viding an educational environment that builds
strong minds and good hearts to ensure a
brighter future for all.

RECOGNIZING MRS. MILDRED
MCKINNEY

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2023

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Mrs. Mildred McKinney
and her dedication to St. Thomas United
Methodist Church.

Mildred McKinney was born on December
12, 1945. She is the daughter of the late
George and Lillie Oden and is the wife of Mr.
Ralph McKinney. Her siblings are the late
Carolyn Oden Jackson, the late Rudolph
Halcome, and the late Willie Joe Oden.

Mrs. McKinney retired as an administrative
secretary from the Sylacauga City School Sys-
tem after 27 years of service.

She is a proud member of the Coosa Valley
Medical Center Auxiliary and has contributed
over 1900 hours of volunteer service to Coosa
Medical Center in Sylacauga.
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She has served her church in many various
ways. At St. Thomas, she has previously
served as past president of the St. Thomas
United Methodist women for 9 years, Sunday
School Teacher, Sunday school super-
intendent, Church Secretary, Vacation Bible
School Director and Trustee and has sung in
the choir.

Mr. Speaker. please join me in recognizing
Mrs. McKinney for her dedication to St. Thom-
as United Methodist Church.

RECOGNIZING THE RANKING
ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE UNIVER-
SITY OF MARYLAND EASTERN
SHORE

HON. ANDY HARRIS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2023

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the University of Maryland Eastern
Shore (UMES) for receiving its highest ranking
for Historically Black Colleges and Universities
(HBCUs) according to U.S. News & World Re-
port.

Under the leadership of UMES President,
Dr. Heidi M. Anderson, U.S. News ranked
UMES in the top 6 of public HBCUs, number
200 among all public colleges and universities,
and number 14 among 78 HBCUs in their
2023-2024 report. UMES ranked two spots
higher than last year’s report and is the uni-
versity highest ranking since U.S. News cre-
ated its HBCU category in 2007.

As the representative of Maryland’s Eastern
Shore, it is my distinct honor to recognize
UMES for its remarkable achievement and |
look forward to seeing the university continue
to shape the minds of our Nation’s future.
Congratulations to UMES and Go Hawks.

HONORING THE U.S. AIR FORCE
AIRBORNE LASER LABORATORY

HON. ALEXANDER X. MOONEY

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2023

Mr. MOONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the incredible accomplishments of
the U.S. Air Force Airborne Laser Laboratory.

Five decades ago, in the midst of the Cold
War, the men and women of the ALL under-
took a seemingly impossible task: developing
a laser defense system capable of tracking,
engaging and destroying incoming missiles
from an airborne platform. Although the Air
Force had successfully demonstrated their
ability to use a land-based laser to destroy
drone aircraft, the ALL would represent the
first time in history that an aircraft-based sys-
tem would attempt that feat.

For more than a decade, Air Force sci-
entists and engineers, both military and civil-
ian, pushed scientific boundaries, working on
a converted KC—-135 tanker aircraft in a huge
yellow hanger at Kirkland Air Force Base.
These pioneers were not employing the latest
technologies, they were inventing brand-new
technologies as they discovered new chal-
lenges. Many of those new technologies are in
use today, in both directed energy and kinetic
weapons programs.
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In 1983 their hard work paid off when the
ALL was successfully tested against AIM-9B
Sidewinder missiles fired toward the aircraft in
flight. Although the fighter aircraft firing those
missiles were positioned out of range, any
miscalculation could have been disastrous. Lt.
Col Dennis Boesen, who was one of the ALL’s
Test Directors as well as a Vietham combat
veteran, pointed out, they were putting their
lives in the hands of pilots, engineers and
even the ordnance specialists to do their job
perfectly. They put themselves in the path of
a missile—five missiles, in fact—to prove a
technology designed to save lives. Their faith
in their fellow airmen, officers and scientists is
a testament to this incredible team.

In joint testing with the U.S. Navy, the ALL
shot down a BMQ-34A drone representing a
Soviet cruise missile. Again, the ALL per-
formed flawlessly, destroying the drone and
demonstrating that airborne laser weapons are
possible. In fact, the technological break-
throughs achieved with the ALL helped inspire
President Ronald Reagan to launch the Stra-
tegic Defense Initiative and lead several years
later to the YAL-1A airborne laser system.

Mr. Speaker, as conflicts around the world
show us every day, the U.S. and its allies are
constantly under attack from new and more
sophisticated enemies. If we are going to con-
tinue protecting our citizens and our allies, we
need to ensure that our fighting men and
women have the best technology possible.
The men and women who worked on the ALL
deserve our deepest appreciation for what
they accomplished to keep this country safe
and, as the ALL logo states, give us all
“Peace Through Light.”

TRIBUTE TO JIM GORMAN

HON. JIM JORDAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2023

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
commend to the House the memory of Mr.
James C. Gorman of Mansfield, Ohio. A long-
time philanthropist and industrialist, Mr.
Gorman died on September 21 at age 99.

Mr. Gorman was born in Mansfield in 1924.
A 1941 graduate of Mansfield Senior High
School, he flew more than 70 combat mis-
sions in C—47s in New Guinea and the Phil-
ippines during World War Il. He was a charter
member of the Ohio National Guard’s 179th
Airlift Wing in 1948, flying P-51s.

Jim served as president of the Gorman
Rupp Company, a pump manufacturing busi-
ness founded by his father, J.C. Gorman, and
business partner H.E. Rupp in the 1930s. His
strong leadership and loyalty to his employees
led to steady growth and international renown
in the industry. It was just four years ago that
Jim retired as a member of Gorman Rupp’s
board of directors, wrapping up 73 years with
the company.

Jim was known throughout the region for his
generosity and his dedication to his commu-
nity. He and his family donated land to estab-
lish the Gorman Nature Center, the Bellville
Dog Park, the Frank P. Lahm Aviation Mu-
seum, and an area YMCA sports complex.

Jim volunteered his time in many ways,
serving as president of both the Mansfield Ro-
tary Club and the Mansfield Aviation Club. He
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co-founded and led the Beechcraft Heritage
Museum and was president of the Experi-
mental Aircraft Association Foundation.

Among the accolades Jim received through
his career were the Mansfield-Richland Area
Chamber of Commerce Chairman’s Award,
the Construction Industry Manufacturers Asso-
ciation Lifetime Achievement Award, the North
Central State College Hall Excellence Award,
the Beechcraft Heritage Museum Young Eagle
Award, and the Experimental Aircraft Associa-
tion Chairman’s Award, as well as induction
into the North Central State College Entrepre-
neurial Hall of Fame and the North Central
Ohio Industrial Museum Hall of Fame.

Jim was predeceased by Marjorie, his wife
of 65 years who shared his love of aviation.
He is survived by their son, Jeff; their daugh-
ter, Gayle; five grandchildren; and two great-
grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, we are grateful that good men
like Jim Gorman dedicate their lives to the
service of others, enriching countless lives and
giving back so much more than they receive.
On behalf of the people of Ohio’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, | offer his family my condo-
lences as they continue to reflect on this pillar
of the community and his contributions to
Mansfield and Richland County.

————
SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, No-
vember 2, 2023 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

NOVEMBER 7

10 a.m.
Committee on Commerce,
Transportation
Subcommittee on Tourism, Trade, and Ex-
port Promotion
To hold hearings to examine sustainable
tourism for a thriving economy.
SR-253

Science, and

Committee on the Judiciary
Subcommittee on Privacy, Technology,
and the Law
To hold hearings to examine social
media and the teen mental health cri-
sis.

SD-226
2:30 p.m.
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of J. Todd Inman, of Kentucky, to
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