March 3, 2022

CLOTURE MOTION
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
I send a cloture motion to the desk.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.
The legislative clerk read as follows:
CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 719, Ed
Gonzalez, of Texas, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of Homeland Security.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard
Blumenthal, Richard J. Durbin, Angus
S. King, Jr., Chris Van Hollen, Eliza-
beth Warren, Debbie Stabenow, Gary C.
Peters, Tammy Baldwin, Maria Cant-
well, Mark R. Warner, Benjamin L.
Cardin, Tammy Duckworth, Tina
Smith, Margaret Wood Hassan, Tim
Kaine, Patty Murray.

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Finally, I ask
unanimous consent that the manda-
tory quorum calls for the cloture mo-
tions filed today, March 3, be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CALLOWAY COUNTY
BICENTENNIAL

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, in
1822, pioneer settlers founded Calloway
County in Kentucky’s Jackson Pur-
chase. Two hundred years later, in No-
vember, the residents of this commu-
nity are celebrating their bicentennial
and paying tribute to the adventurous
forefathers who made it possible.
Today, I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Calloway County for reach-
ing this impressive milestone.

Like the rest of the Jackson Pur-
chase, Calloway County was bought by
the Federal Government from the
Chickasaw Indians in 1818. This fertile
land, bordered by the Tennessee, Ohio,
and Mississippi Rivers, was prime terri-
tory for American farmers seeking to
move westward from the young Na-
tion’s eastern core. Those early set-
tlers poured into Calloway County, on
the Purchase’s eastern edge, and incor-
porated the county in 1822, with the
early settlement of Wadesboro serving
as their county seat.

Calloway County developed like
much of the rest of the Purchase, with
large farms bolstered by easy access to
Kentucky’s inland waterways and the
urban markets that lay beyond.
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Calloway’s early residents built a one-
room, log courthouse in 1823—the first
public building constructed in the
Jackson Purchase—and founded several
towns, including Murray, the current
county seat. Calloway quickly grew
into a prosperous community with
thousands of residents.

By the end of the 19th century,
Calloway County formed an integral
part of Western Kentucky’s commerce,
culture, and governance. In recognition
of the county’s significance, Calloway
native Rainey T. Wells started the
Calloway Normal College in the 1890s
to train teachers. Though that school
closed in 1913, Wells secured State
funds to construct Murray State Nor-
mal School in 1923, now known as Mur-
ray State University. Wells became
Murray State’s second president in 1926
and would go on to practice law in
front of the Supreme Court in 1937, be-
fore returning to his Calloway County
home until his death.

Another important moment in
Calloway’s history came when the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority dammed the
Tennessee River and created Kentucky
Lake, a vast reservoir on the county’s
eastern edge. In addition to supplying
hydroelectric power to Calloway Coun-
ty residents, the lake created new rec-
reational attractions for the local com-
munity. Today, Kentucky Lake—and
the Land Between the Lakes National
Recreation Area that governs its
neighboring forest areas—is one of the
largest natural attractions in the Com-
monwealth, bringing millions of tour-
ists to the region every year.

Today, Calloway County is a unique
Kentucky community, navigating new
pathways in education and recreation
while still remaining firmly rooted in
its agricultural and historical tradi-
tions. Murray is a burgeoning town
with nearly 20,000 residents, serving as
both a host to thousands of Murray
State University students and a gate-
way to the Land Between the Lakes
National Recreation Area. The coun-
ty’s attractions include museums,
parks, Civil War forts, and miles of
beautiful rolling hills. It is no surprise
that, every year, more and more fami-
lies decide to call Calloway County
home.

Calloway County residents will have
much to celebrate in their upcoming
bicentennial. They and their pioneer
ancestors have built a thriving commu-
nity, complete with everything pro-
spective newcomers could desire in a
new home. Their upcoming celebration
will include local civic groups, non-
profits, churches, sports teams, and
businesses—a colorful tapestry of every
organization that makes Calloway
County great.

I want to give special thanks to the
Calloway County civic leaders who are
working so hard to make this year’s bi-
centennial celebration possible.
Through their hard work, their com-
munity continues to prosper, even 200
years after its founding. On behalf of
the Senate, I share our congratulations
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with every Calloway Countian and join
them in honoring 200 years of proud
Kentucky traditions.

NOTICE OF A TIE VOTE UNDER S.
RES. 27

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to print the fol-
lowing letter in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

U.S. SENATE, COMMITTEE ON COM-
MERCE, SCIENCE, AND TRANSPOR-
TATION,

Washington, DC, March 3, 2022.
To the Secretary of the Senate:

PN1536, the nomination of Ms. Gigi Sohn,
of the District of Columbia, to be a Commis-
sioner of the Federal Communications Com-
mission, having been referred to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, the Committee, with a quorum
present, has voted on the nomination as fol-
lows:

1) On the question of reporting the nomina-
tion favorably with the recommendation
that the nomination be confirmed, 14 ayes to
14 noes; and

In accordance with section 3, paragraph
(1)(A) of S. Res. 27 of the 117th Congress, I
hereby give notice that the Committee on
Commerce has not reported the nomination
because of a tie vote, and ask that this no-
tice be printed in the Record pursuant to the
resolution.

Your assistance is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
MARIA CANTWELL,
Chair.

NOTICE OF A TIE VOTE UNDER S.
RES. 27

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to print the fol-
lowing letter in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

U.S. SENATE, COMMITIEE ON COM-
MERCE, SCIENCE, AND TRANSPOR-
TATION,

Washington, DC, March 3, 2022.
To the Secretary of the Senate:

PN1541, the nomination of Mr. Alvaro
Bedoya, of Maryland, to be a Commissioner
of the Federal Trade Commission, having
been referred to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation, the
Committee, with a quorum present, has
voted on the nomination as follows:

1) On the question of reporting the nomina-
tion favorably with the recommendation
that the nomination be confirmed, 14 ayes to
14 noes; and

In accordance with section 3, paragraph
(1)(A) of S. Res. 27 of the 117th Congress, I
hereby give notice that the Committee on
Commerce has not reported the nomination
because of a tie vote, and ask that this no-
tice be printed in the Record pursuant to the
resolution.

Your assistance is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
MARIA CANTWELL,
Chair.
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NOTICE OF A TIE VOTE UNDER S.
RES. 27

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to print the fol-
lowing letter in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

U.S. SENATE, COMMITTEE ON COM-
MERCE, SCIENCE, AND TRANSPOR-
TATION,

Washington, DC, March 3, 2022.
To the Secretary of the Senate:

PN1542, the nomination of Ms. Mary Boyle,
of Maryland, to be a Commissioner of the
Consumer Product Safety Commission, hav-
ing been referred to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation, the
Committee, with a quorum present, has
voted on the nomination as follows:

1) On the question of reporting the nomina-
tion favorably with the recommendation
that the nomination be confirmed, 14 ayes to
14 noes; and

In accordance with section 3, paragraph
(1)(A) of S. Res. 27 of the 117th Congress, I
hereby give notice that the Committee on
Commerce has not reported the nomination
because of a tie vote, and ask that this no-
tice be printed in the RECORD pursuant to
the resolution.

Your assistance is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
MARIA CANTWELL,
Chair.

———

REMEMBERING DR. JAMES
CAMERON

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the life and legacy of
Dr. James Cameron on what would
have been his 108th birthday. James
Cameron was born in La Crosse, WI, on
February 25, 1914. A civil rights pio-
neer, Dr. Cameron fought his entire life
to create an accountable and equitable
world. Dr. Cameron left an indelible
mark on our country as the only
known person in the United States to
survive a lynching, an event in 1930 at
the age of 16 which would inevitably
change his life.

Dr. Cameron was an early activist for
the Civil Rights movement, deseg-
regating the movie theater in the Indi-
ana town where he and his wife, Vir-
ginia, lived. He worked with the
NAACP, founding branches in Madison,
WI, as well as Muncie and South Bend,
IN. He also served as Indiana’s director
of civil liberties.

In 1952, the Cameron family came to
Milwaukee. Over the years, he acquired
pieces like Ku Klux Klan robes, as well
as a piece of rope that had been used
during his own lynching. After visiting
Yad Vashem, the World Holocaust Re-
membrance Center in Israel, he set out
to create a museum with these pieces
to educate the public about the injus-
tices Black people faced in America. At
age T4, he founded America’s Black
Holocaust Museum in the historic
Bronzeville neighborhood of Mil-
waukee. Three years later, in 1991, In-
diana Governor Evan Bayh gave him
the key to the city of Marion where he
had miraculously survived the lynch-
ing 61 years prior.
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Dr. Cameron so rightly believed that
only by sharing the hard truths about
our Nation’s history, could we move
forward together to promote racial re-
pair, reconciliation, and healing. The
best word to describe Dr. Cameron was
“survivor” and his life’s work and leg-
acy will now live on with the Grand
Reemergence of America’s Black Holo-
caust Museum in Milwaukee on Feb-
ruary 25, 2022. With a mission to build
public awareness of the harmful leg-
acies of slavery, lynching, and Jim
Crow, America’s Black Holocaust Mu-
seum is guided by a vision of a society
that remembers its past in order to
shape a better future, a nation undi-
vided by race where every person mat-
ters equally. This will be a home for
others to take the lesson that, in order
to create an equitable world, we must
first create a world willing to grow.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING NEELEY FAMILY
DISTILLERY

e Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, as ranking
member of the Senate Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship,
each week I recognize an outstanding
Kentucky small business that exempli-
fies the American entrepreneurial spir-
it. This week, it is my privilege to rec-
ognize the small business, Neeley Fam-
ily Distillery of Sparta, KY as the Sen-
ate Small Business of the Week.

Today, I honor a business deeply
rooted in Kentucky history. Founded
in 2015, the Neeley Family Distillery
bares a history far older than their
date of official registration. The
Neeley family has been distilling and
bootlegging illegally in the mountains
of BEastern Kentucky for 11 genera-
tions, with James Neeley distilling the
first batch of Neeley family whiskey on
American soil in 1740. James Neeley
came to the New World with a mastery
passed down to him by his Irish fore-
fathers. Ten generations later, James’
descendant and lead distiller Royce
Neeley uses many of these same skills
to craft fine Kentucky Bourbon.

Though his single-barrel bourbon
earned him a gold medal from the 2020
World Spirits Competition, Royce is
just as famous for his moonshine.
Royce’s great grandfather Leonard
Neeley developed the moonshine over
100 years ago, by adding sugar to the
original family recipe for rye whiskey.
This concoction was so popular in the
days of underground bootlegging that
it led a vicious and at times violent ri-
valry with another local bootlegging
family. Artifacts from this trialing era
are all on display at the Neeley Family
Distillery in Sparta, including the pis-
tol Royce’s great-grandfather used to
shoot another moonshiner. Though the
Neeley family business is no longer
under threat of the law or mob rivals,
Royce proudly bears that history in
the creation of all of the distillery’s
products.

March 3, 2022

Carrying the torch that his fore-
father 1lit long ago, Royce brought the
Neeley family name to the legal pro-
duction of bourbon for the first time in
2015. Starting out as a young entre-
preneur with a wealth of expertise, he
steadily grew his business in the years
to come. However it was not until 5
years later that Royce switched gears
and entered into a new kind of produc-
tion. Faced with gross shortages of es-
sential products during the early days
of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Neeley
Family Distillery joined forces with
other Kentucky distillers to produce
nearly 125,000 gallons of hand sanitizer.
Together, the distilleries donated the
much needed product to frontline
workers across the Commonwealth.
Fulfilling this desperate need required
immediate retooling of their facilities,
sourcing of necessary products, and to-
tally shutting down their production of
bourbon. The COVID-19 pandemic illus-
trated that an industry, once spurned
by authorities during the days of Pro-
hibition, could rise to be great stew-
ards of their community during times
of hardship and duress.

The Neeley Family Distillery has
since returned to their regular produc-
tion of Kentucky’s iconic spirit,
though they remain ready to answer
the call of their community. Realizing
the extent of destruction their western
neighbors sustained in the 2021 tor-
nados, the Neeley Family Distillery
again joined forces with the Kentucky
Distillers Association, as well as the
Bourbon Crusader, to organize a ben-
efit auction in support of relief efforts.
This once-in-a-lifetime bourbon auc-
tion led to a $3.4 million check bene-
fiting the State’s Western Kentucky
Tornado Relief Fund. In their 7 years
of operation, this small business has
not only earned top ranking awards on
the quality of their product, they have
earned themselves a record for serving
their community during times of ad-
versity.

Small businesses like the Neeley
Family Distillery are the lifeblood of
towns across Kentucky, and the rich
history of bourbon and its times of
legal and illegal production is an intri-
cate detail in the fabric of our State.
The Neeley family proudly honors that
history by continuing the tradition of
fine Kentucky craftsmanship and look-
ing out for one’s neighbor. Congratula-
tions to the Neeley family and the en-
tire distillery team. I wish them the
best of luck and look forward to watch-
ing their continued growth and success
in Kentucky.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Swann, one of his
secretaries.
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