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It was a huge success, and the sum-
mit is now in year 20 because of Dun-
can’s commitment to the Oregon Way.
It remains the premier venue for bring-
ing Oregonians together to tackle the
big economic challenges.

The summit brings together business
leaders, local, State, and Federal elect-
ed officials; urban Oregon and rural Or-
egon; leaders in the nonprofit sector
and community groups; leaders from
some of the biggest and most estab-
lished companies in the world, like
Nike and Intel, as well as the newest
startups and most treasured small
businesses; people who vote Republican
and people who vote Democrat.

I don’t know of any other event like
this one happening anywhere else in
the country. Political disagreements
stay at home, and the focus is on find-
ing practical ways to tackle big chal-
lenges.

One of the top priorities at this up-
coming summit is bringing more cut-
ting-edge manufacturing to Oregon,
particularly after the passage of the
CHIPS Act.

About a year ago, it was Duncan’s
idea to create a Semiconductor Com-
petitiveness Task Force made up of in-
dustry leaders and elected officials.
The task force, which I cochaired,
worked for several months to figure
out how to cement Oregon’s leadership
on chips and take advantage of the
Federal chips legislation. We released a
report in August looking at all the key
issues and proposing several policy up-
dates. It is a huge opportunity in terms
of creating good-paying jobs and build-
ing on one of Oregon’s major economic
strengths. It is something we have got
to get right.

The Leadership Summit has tackled
equally important issues in years past.
Everything from housing to energy to
transportation to education to rural
economic growth. The discussions that
happen when we gather every Decem-
ber help to bring a host of good ideas
forward and give leaders from across
the State a sense of common purpose.
It sets the table ahead of the new legis-
lative session.

In a few days people from across Or-
egon are going to gather in Portland at
the 20th Economic Leadership Summit.
Duncan is certainly not somebody who
will seek out a whole lot of applause on
that special anniversary, but he de-
serves enormous credit for his many
years of service to Oregon. He rep-
resents the best of the Oregon Way,
and many, many people in our State
are better off as a result of his hard
work. It is my great pleasure to call
him a friend, and I look forward to con-
tinuing our work together in the years
ahead.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I join
my colleague and fellow Oregonian,
Senator WYDEN, in recognizing all of
the great work that Duncan Wyse has
done throughout his 20 years orga-
nizing the annual Oregon Business
Plan Summit.

Every year, even virtually during the
COVID-19 pandemic, the summit brings
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together business, government, and
nonprofit leaders to engage in a robust
dialogue focused on how we can all
work together to grow Oregon’s econ-
omy and improve the lives of those who
call our State home. Its mission can be
easily summed up by two words, which
happen to be the same two words of the
Oregon Business Plan’s strategic vi-
sion: ‘‘Shared Prosperity.”

The idea for the summit was born
from Duncan’s work with other busi-
ness associations to craft an economic
recovery plan that would help bring Or-
egon out of the 2002 recession. Senator
WYDEN found out about the plan, called
Duncan, and together, they came up
with the idea of having an event to
share it publicly. Two decades later,
the summit is still going strong—at-
tracting thousands of leaders from
every corner of our State. And Duncan
has been at the head of it every step of
the way, making sure that it continues
to grow and evolve along with the chal-
lenges and opportunities facing Orego-
nians whether issues of sustainability
and transportation, education and tax
policy, or, more recently, how to get
our State moving again coming out of
the pandemic.

Oregon has come a very long way
since the first Business Plan Summit
in 2002. We have seen tremendous
growth in industries like mass timber
and continue to lead the country in
manufacturing semiconductors. And so
much of that success is due to Duncan
Wyse and his leadership of the Oregon
Business Plan Summit. So on behalf of
Oregonians everywhere, I just want to
join Senator WYDEN in thanking Dun-
can for all of his great work these past
20 years.

————

REMEMBERING LOIS CURTIS

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, last
month, Lois Curtis, the lead plaintiff
in the landmark Supreme Court deci-
sion Olmstead v. L.C.—which affirmed
the rights of people with disabilities to
live in their own communities—passed
away from pancreatic cancer. Today, I
join so many touched by Ms. Curtis’
advocacy in mourning her passing, re-
membering her life, and paying tribute
to the invaluable contributions she
made to civil rights.

Ms. Curtis, a Black woman with in-
tellectual and mental health disabil-
ities, spent her childhood and young
adult life living in State institutions.
But she wanted to get out of the insti-
tution she had been confined to and fi-
nally have the ability to live in her
own community. So she took her case
to court in 1995 and eventually became
the lead plaintiff in Olmstead v. L.C.,
in which the Supreme Court ruled for
the first time in 1999 that unjustified
segregation of people with disabilities
constitutes discrimination in violation
of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

The landmark ruling established that
people with disabilities have the right
to receive the services and supports
they need to live in their own commu-
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nities, not just State institutions. Ms.
Curtis’ courage and refusal to accept
the status quo helped propel the dis-
ability rights movement, made our
country more just, and improved the
lives of so many people with disabil-
ities.

After winning her case and gaining
her independence, Ms. Curtis dedicated
her life to advocacy work and became a
renowned artist. In 2011, she showcased
her artwork in the White House for the
anniversary of the Olmstead decision.

Ms. Curtis’ life’s work improved the lives
of so many across our country. She will be
remembered fondly.

——————

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR PATRICK
“RYAN” ALBAN

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, today I
honor a superb leader, liaison, and sol-
dier. After 3 years of Active-Duty serv-
ice with the Army Office of the Chief,
Legislative Liaison, MAJ Patrick
“Ryan’ Alban is deservedly moving on
and transitioning to the Army Reserve.
On this occasion, I believe it is fitting
to recognize Major Alban’s distin-
guished service and dedication to fos-
tering the relationship between the
U.S. Army and this Chamber.

Ryan started his service on the Hill
as a legislative liaison in the National
Guard Bureau, where he was respon-
sible for the Army National Guard’s
military construction portfolio until
May 2019. He then served as my defense
fellow for 12 months where he was in-
strumental in the drafting of legisla-
tion and providing policy advice. Fol-
lowing his time in my office, Major
Alban served for over 2 years in the
Army Senate Liaison Division, where
he was invaluable in informing Sen-
ators and staff on Army priorities and
policy initiatives.

Over the course of the last 2 years,
Major Alban also provided support to
multiple congressional delegations to
locations within the United States and
to various countries around the world.
He became a trusted adviser and friend
to many of us. He distinguished himself
by going above and beyond the call of
duty to facilitate and successfully exe-
cute each and every trip, despite any
number of weather, aircraft, and diplo-
matic complications.

Prior to his time on the Hill, Major
Alban served our Army and our Nation
for more than 10 years. He commis-
sioned as an Active-Duty infantry offi-
cer from Officer Candidate School at
Fort Benning, GA. He began his career
as a weapons platoon leader, air oper-
ations officer, and adjutant in the 10th
Mountain Division (Light Infantry) at
Fort Drum, NY. While there, he de-
ployed to Afghanistan in support of Op-
eration Enduring Freedom. After re-
turning home, Ryan transitioned to
the Missouri National Guard. Soon
after, he was mobilized to Ferguson in
order to protect persons, property, and
civil liberties. He was then selected to
command a rifle company and, later, a
headquarters company, the former of
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which he led to the Middle East in sup-
port of Operation Spartan Shield.

Major Alban is the epitome of a sol-
dier-scholar. He holds a master of laws
in national security law from George-
town University Law Center, a juris
doctor from St. Louis TUniversity
School of Law, a master of professional
studies in legislative affairs from
George Washington University, and a
bachelor of arts in political science
from Webster University.

On behalf of Congress and the United
States of America, we thank MAJ
Ryan Alban, his wife, and their son for
their continued commitment, sacrifice,
and contributions to this great Nation.
We join our colleagues in wishing him
future successes as he continues to
serve our great Army and Nation.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING NAPIER BROTHERS
CLOTHING STORE

e Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, as ranking
member of the Senate Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship,
each week I recognize an outstanding
Kentucky small business that exempli-
fies the American entrepreneurial spir-
it. This week, it is my privilege to rec-
ognize Napier Brothers Clothing of
Lancaster, KY, as the Senate Small
Business of the Week.

Mr. Lonnie Napier is a lifelong resi-
dent of Garrard County, KY, and he re-
members when the county did not look
quite like it does today. Mr. Napier
grew up in a rural part of Garrard
County, and as a boy, he did not know
the comforts of running water, tele-
phones, electricity, and in-door plumb-
ing. However, as Mr. Napier grew older,
he continued to leave his mark on the
community. In 1966, at the age of 26
years old, Mr. Napier was elected to
the Garrard County Fiscal Court, the
youngest man to ever be elected to
such group. From that day forward,
Mr. Napier would continue his involve-
ment with local government, even as
he began his career in the clothing
business.

Lonnie Napier opened Napier Broth-
ers Clothing back in 1990, and he has
been working at the same location in
Lancaster square ever since, making it
the oldest small business on the town
square. As one might gather from the
store’s name, Lonnie’s business is a
family business, having named the
store after his two sons, both of which
worked in the store during their youth.
Today, the store sells all sorts of cloth-
ing, ranging from casual wear to
clothes suited for working outside, and
shoes, ranging from men’s and ladies’
footwear to work boots suitable for
outdoor conditions. According to Lon-
nie Napier, the most popular item that
his store sells is blue jeans, which is no
wonder considering the wide selection
of blue jeans Mr. Napier keeps stocked
in his collection of shelves along the
store’s wall. Mr. Napier ensures that
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all products in his store are top quality
and that the customer service of Na-
pier Brothers Clothing far exceeds that
of his corporate competitors.

Given Garrard County’s location
within central Kentucky, agriculture
enjoys a large influence on their sur-
rounding communities. Large busi-
nesses such as Tractor Supply directly
compete with Mr. Napier’s customer
base, but corporations simply cannot
match the sense of familiarity and ge-
niality that a customer feels when
walking into Napier Brothers Clothing.
Mr. Napier has a knack for taking care
of his customers, always answering
their questions and hearing whatever
concerns they may have. His ami-
ability as a business owner is one of
the many traits that led him to find
success in local governance. A high-
light of Mr. Napier’s political career
occurred back in 1984 when he was run-
ning for a seat in the Kentucky House
of Representatives. Initially thinking
it was a prank, Mr. Napier finally paid
a phone call to a telephone number his
friends kept insisting he dial. That
phone call led to Lonnie Napier receiv-
ing an in-person campaign endorse-
ment from then President Ronald
Reagan. In addition to having met
former President Reagan, Mr. Napier
also had the pleasure of meeting
former Presidents George Bush, Sr.,
and Bill Clinton.

Though he occasionally rubbed shoul-
ders with politicians in the big leagues,
Mr. Napier never lost sight of his mis-
sion to run the best small business in
Lancaster. From a country-born boy
who grew up having to walk 5 miles to
school each day, to a successful Main
Street entrepreneur who has consist-
ently looked out for the citizens of
Lancaster, Mr. Napier has enjoyed a
long and fruitful career in his corner of
Kentucky. Congratulations to Lonnie
Napier and to the whole team at Napier
Brothers Clothing. I look forward to
seeing their continued growth and suc-
cess in Kentucky.e

———————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:07 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agreed to the
amendment of the Senate to the bill
(H.R. 8404) to repeal the Defense of
Marriage Act and ensure respect for
State regulation of marriage, and for
other purposes.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 12:566 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker had signed
the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 8404. An act to repeal the Defense of
Marriage Act and ensure respect for State
regulation of marriage, and for other pur-
poses.

The enrolled bill was subsequently
signed by the Acting President pro
tempore (Ms. BALDWIN).
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At 3:39 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, without amendment:

S. 1617. An act to modify the requirements
for the Administrator of the Small Business
Administration relating to declaring a dis-
aster in a rural area, and for other purposes.

—————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-5730. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulatory Affairs,
Consumer Product Safety Commission,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Safety Standard for Sling
Carriers” (Docket No. CPSC-2014-0018) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on December 1, 2022; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-5731. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulatory Affairs,
Consumer Product Safety Commission,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘Safety Standard for
Magnets’ (RIN3041-AD82) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Decem-
ber 1, 2022; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-5732. A communication from the Assist-
ant Division Chief, Wireline Competition Bu-
reau, Federal Communications Commission,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘Call Authentication Trust
Anchor” ((FCC 22-76) (WC Docket No. 12-375))
received during adjournment of the Senate
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on November 21, 2022; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-5733. A communication from the Senior
Attorney, Federal Railroad Administration,
Department of Transportation, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Safety Glazing Standards; Codifying Exist-
ing Waivers and Adding Test Flexibility”’
(RIN2130-AC"76) received during adjournment
of the Senate in the Office of the President
of the Senate on November 21, 2022; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-5734. A communication from the Attor-
ney for Regulatory Affairs Division, Office of
the General Counsel, Consumer Product
Safety Commission, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Safety
Standard for Frame Child Carriers’ (Docket
No. CPSC-2014-0011) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on September 28,
2022; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-5735. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal
Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Standard
Instrument Approach Procedures, and Take-
off Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments; Amend-
ment No. 4028 ((RIN2120-AA65) (Docket No.
31450)) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on December 1, 2022; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-5736. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal
Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Standard
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