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government and replace it with a pup-
pet failed immediately. And other Rus-
sian military advances in eastern and 
southern Ukraine have been rolled 
back time and again. 

In fact, Ukraine’s military has re-
claimed hundreds of villages and more 
than a thousand square miles of terri-
tory—good for them. Quite simply, de-
spite the horrific violence unleashed by 
Putin, the Ukrainian people have pre-
vailed. Their courage and their sac-
rifice is inspiring. 

And the world has rallied to 
Ukraine’s side, leaving Russia iso-
lated—should be embarrassed—and in 
retreat of Putin’s folly. 

Yesterday, I met with our Ambas-
sador to the United Nations, Linda 
Thomas Greenfield. We are lucky to 
have her. She is truly a skillful, experi-
enced, and talented person. 

She reminded me earlier this year, 
more than 140 U.N. member states 
voted overwhelmingly in support of a 
resolution that deplored in the strong-
est terms Putin’s aggression. 

It also affirmed the international 
community’s commitment to the sov-
ereignty, independence, unity, and ter-
ritorial integrity of Ukraine. 

Only five Nations dissented—they are 
the world’s worst dictatorships—align-
ing with Putin to vote against the 
measure at the United Nations. A re-
minder that Vladimir Putin has ut-
terly failed in pursuing his twisted nos-
talgia for Soviet tyranny. 

And the NATO alliance has held firm 
in its strong support to Ukraine—this 
administration included—providing 
weapons to help them defend their na-
tion. More than 34 other nations joined 
us. The United States and several key 
allies have imposed sanctions on nearly 
8,400 Russian oligarchs and their fami-
lies, 1,500 Russian entities, and 100 Rus-
sian vessels. The nations of the free 
world understand that Ukraine is, in 
fact, our common frontline in the bat-
tle for freedom in this world. 

President Biden, too, with Secre-
taries Blinken and Austin, has rallied 
unprecedented international support. 
Other nations clearly understand what 
is at stake. The struggle for the rule of 
law over the rule of chaos and brute 
force, that is what is at stake. 

And now it is time for the United 
States and the rest of the free world to 
continue to lift up our support. 

It can be easy to get impatient, even 
despair, as Ukraine faces continued 
Russian bombardment of civilian tar-
gets and, in many cases, war crimes 
specifically designed to terrorize civil-
ian populations. 

I would like to show you a recent 
photo. It shows the U.N. High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights, Volker Turk. 
He is speaking to defenders in Kyiv in 
an underground shelter during a recent 
air strike. 

Another of a child here hauntingly 
looking at a damaged school. He is 
dressed for school. The building has 
been destroyed by Vladimir Putin. 

Ukrainian civil servants are working 
around the clock to restore access to 

electricity, water, and heat to allow 
hospitals and schools to function. 

The continued unified support and 
military assistance of NATO is invalu-
able, and this Congress has been uni-
fied in providing this aid. 

Make no mistake, Russia is losing 
the war in Ukraine. Its leaders now are 
trying to break the will of the Ukrain-
ian people. 

As an amateur student of history, I 
know that the winter has often been a 
defense for the people of Russia. Napo-
leon’s advance of his troops on Moscow 
was stymied by the coldest winter 
imaginable. They said it was so cold 
that the birds fell from the sky. And 
we remember well what the Nazis faced 
when they invaded Russia in a bitter 
winter that was also a defense for the 
Russian people. 

Vladimir Putin has turned the tables 
and, sadly, is using winter as a weapon 
of war against common Ukrainian peo-
ple—mothers, fathers, and children. 

I want to conclude by showing this 
one photo because it tells such a story. 
These are members of the Ukrainian 
National Philharmonic orchestra, per-
forming in a darkened theater in Kyiv 
on Tuesday, lit only by battery-pow-
ered lanterns. It says it all about the 
resilience of the Ukrainian people. 

Russia will fail. 
Slava Ukraini. 

DIETARY SUPPLEMENT LISTING ACT 
Mr. President, Congress has some big 

decisions to make in just 2 or 3 weeks. 
The continuing resolution which funds 
our government is about to expire. One 
of those decisions will be whether to 
include important measures to ensure 
the Food and Drug Administration ful-
fills its public health mission. 

You see, when we passed the last CR 
in September, we reauthorized the user 
fees that are necessary to fund this 
critical Agency. However, the package 
did not include commonsense changes 
in the law—bipartisan changes—that 
really would make FDA a more effec-
tive Agency, so we continue to pursue 
them this month. 

One of those measures was the Die-
tary Supplement Listing Act, a bipar-
tisan bill that Senator BRAUN of Indi-
ana and I introduced in April. 

More than 75 percent of people living 
in America, myself included—my fam-
ily too—use a dietary supplement such 
as a vitamin or a mineral. However, 
many assume, when reaching for that 
supplement bottle in the medicine cab-
inet, that the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration of the U.S. Government knows 
what is in that bottle and knows that 
it is for sale. That is not always the 
case. 

Dietary supplement companies are 
not required to disclose to the Food 
and Drug Administration the ingredi-
ents in their products. Let me repeat 
that. Dietary supplement companies 
are not required by the Food and Drug 
Administration to disclose the ingredi-
ents in their products. They aren’t 
even required to register that their 
products are for sale in the United 
States. An obvious problem exists. 

How can the FDA really regulate this 
market for the safety of American con-
sumers when it doesn’t know what is 
on the market? It can’t. It is impos-
sible. So the legislation I have with Re-
publican Senator BRAUN would require 
supplement companies to tell the FDA 
what products they put on the shelf 
and what is in them—just that basic. It 
is a simple fix that would improve the 
safety of the supplement market, and 
it would basically enhance quality 
companies selling quality dietary sup-
plements. Others might be penalized by 
this; good companies would not. 

I am glad this legislation received an 
endorsement from the Council for Re-
sponsible Nutrition, one of the largest 
supplement trade associations in our 
Nation. They are speaking for the good 
guys. 

I want to emphasize that this is not 
a partisan idea. Polls show that 9 out 
of 10 Americans believe that manufac-
turers should be required to list their 
products and their ingredients. Ninety 
percent of Americans believe it. 

In October, Scott Gottlieb and Mark 
McClellan, two Republican FDA Com-
missioners under Republican adminis-
trations, wrote that our legislation 
represents ‘‘a once-in-a-generation re-
form.’’ They concluded their article 
and said: 

Congress should seize this opportunity to 
achieve long-awaited reforms that modernize 
FDA’s regulation, promote innovation, and 
provide consumers greater assurance that 
the products they use are safe and reliable. 

I understand that some oppose the 
inclusion of my bipartisan legislation 
in the yearend package. I am willing to 
work with any of them to overcome 
their resistance or to take their sug-
gestions very seriously, but let’s not 
move this package to fund the FDA 
and miss this opportunity. Consumers 
have waited long enough. The FDA 
needs to know what supplements are 
on the market and what their ingredi-
ents are to protect consumers. That is 
a bare minimum. 

IMMIGRATION 
Mr. President, yesterday—the day be-

fore yesterday, it was reported that 
two of our colleagues, Senators SINEMA 
and TILLIS, are working together on a 
potential immigration package. Al-
though I want to know more details 
about what they are considering, I 
want to thank them for showing this 
kind of initiative on this important 
issue. 

I believe we must pass immigration 
reform legislation before the end of the 
year, and the Members of the Senate 
shouldn’t leave for home for the holi-
days until we take a vote to reform our 
broken immigration system. 

Now, I know some people at home 
may be wondering why. What is the ur-
gency? Why do it now? Well, we, first, 
may have an opportunity, and I hope 
we do, but it could be the last oppor-
tunity for a long time. 

It has been more than 35 years since 
Congress has enacted a bill to reform 
our immigration system. With all of 
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the attention paid on the issue of im-
migration and our borders, it is hard to 
imagine how a Congress can be critical 
of the fact that the situation has dete-
riorated and not take action for 35 
years. That is shameful. 

Our failure to act on immigration 
hurts everyone, from hospitals in my 
State of Illinois struggling to find doc-
tors and nurses, to asylum seekers flee-
ing violence and oppression. 

There is one group of people in par-
ticular who have been left behind— 
Dreamers, these young people who are 
American in every way except for the 
paperwork. We all know Dreamers who 
have made a difference in our States. 

They are young people who were 
brought to the United States by their 
parents, grew up here, thought they 
had a future here, but find they are un-
documented. Many of them were 
brought here as babies, and they grew 
up alongside our own kids and pledged 
allegiance to the same American flag 
in their classrooms every morning. 

A few weeks ago, I had a chance to 
welcome some of these Dreamers to 
Washington. As always, I was amazed 
by these young people, and above all, I 
was amazed by their passion to give 
back to the only home they have ever 
known—the United States of America. 

One of these—and I want to show you 
a photo—is Eddie Rivera. He is a fresh-
man at Dominican University in my 
home State of Illinois. He is studying 
to become a nurse. 

Over the years, I have come to the 
floor of the Senate to tell the stories of 
people just like Eddie to show what is 
at stake when we consider the Dream 
Act. Eddie’s story is the 131st Dreamer 
story I have told on the Senate floor. 

You see, Eddie’s family is originally 
from Honduras, and back there, his 
mother was an attorney. Now, while 
you think that is a stable profession, in 
Honduras, it was actually a liability. 
She received death threats because of 
her work, and it was out of fear for her 
young son’s life that she sought refuge 
in America. 

Eddie’s family moved a lot when he 
was growing up. They struggled to get 
by, but they came to rely on one an-
other for support. When his grand-
mother was diagnosed with dementia, 
Eddie and his mom became her full- 
time caregivers. He would sit by his 
grandmother’s side day by day, feeding 
her, praying for her, holding her hand. 

Sadly, his grandmother passed away 
in December 2019. But it was this per-
sonal life experience caring for his 
grandmother that inspired Eddie to 
pursue a career in medicine and nurs-
ing. So when the COVID pandemic hit 
in 2020, he answered the call for duty. 
He was hired to assist the nursing staff 
in a COVID unit of a hospital in North 
Carolina. In this role, he tried to pro-
vide the same loving care to his pa-
tients that he once provided to his 
grandmother. 

In the future, it is Eddie’s hope that 
he can obtain his nursing degree and 
work at a retirement home, one where 

people can ‘‘spend the rest of their 
lives living with dignity in a loving 
community who will respect them and 
appreciate them for all of the contribu-
tions they have made to society.’’ 

So ask yourself a very basic question, 
which every Senator should ask: Would 
America be better if Eddie Rivera were 
deported to Honduras, a country he 
barely remembers, or would our Nation 
be better to have Eddie here among our 
ranks—the ranks of healthcare profes-
sionals who make such a difference in 
their lives? 

What about the more than 200,000 
DACA recipients who also work on the 
frontlines of the pandemic—doctors, 
nurse, paramedics? Would we truly be 
better without them? Of course not. We 
need Dreamers liked Eddie, and we 
need to act on their behalf this month. 

In October, the Fifth Circuit re-
turned a case to the lower court to de-
termine whether DACA, which has pro-
tected 800,000 Dreamers since 2012, will 
remain the law of the land. So unless 
Congress acts in the next few days to 
protect DACA recipients, this program 
could end even as soon as next year. 

What does that mean for those 800,000 
currently protected by DACA? Two 
things: They are subject to deportation 
at any moment, and they no longer 
have the legal right to work in the hos-
pitals and clinics and businesses across 
America. If that happens, an average of 
1,000 DACA recipients would lose their 
jobs each week in healthcare, edu-
cation, and other sectors of our econ-
omy where we expect serious short-
ages. 

Look, I am under no illusions about 
what it takes to pass an immigration 
package in a matter of 2 weeks or a few 
days. I know many of our Republican 
colleagues have their own priorities, 
and I am willing to sit down and make 
sensible compromises to bring order to 
our border. But we need to move, we 
need to act, because, as I mentioned, 
this could be the last chance in a long 
time. 

The incoming Republican House ma-
jority has already declared that they 
will not allow a vote on any immigra-
tion measure during the next Congress. 
It will be the same dynamic we saw in 
2013 when we passed an immigration 
bill here in the Senate, only to see it 
die in the House. Let’s not repeat the 
same mistake. 

To my Republican colleagues, I say 
this: If you care about improving bor-
der security or helping address worker 
shortages, this is our last chance to do 
it. Let’s give every Dreamer in this 
country the peace of mind they deserve 
heading into the holiday season, and 
let’s prove to the American people that 
we are capable of making tough deci-
sions when the situation demands it. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mi-

nority whip. 
ESG REGULATIONS 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, when it 
comes to the actions of a party or a 
Presidential administration, legisla-

tion sometimes grabs the lion’s share 
of the attention. But it is equally im-
portant to pay attention to what a 
Presidential administration does with 
its regulatory power, and the Biden ad-
ministration has been characterized by 
a lot of deeply troubling regulations. 

The so-called Inflation Reduction Act 
may be Democrats’ most prominent 
Green New Deal effort, but the Biden 
administration’s radical environmental 
agenda doesn’t stop there. The Presi-
dent has also been using regulations to 
push through Democrats’ Green New 
Deal fantasies, and these ill-consid-
ered, overreaching regulations could 
have serious consequences. 

Later today, I will be sending a letter 
to the President about the attempts to 
use financial and securities regulators, 
like the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission and the Federal Reserve, to 
push through environmental, social, 
and governance—or what are referred 
to as ESG—regulations that seek to 
choke off investment to essential in-
dustries like oil and natural gas and 
American farms and ranches. Notable 
among these is the Securities and Ex-
change Commission’s proposed climate 
disclosure rule, which would require 
publicly traded companies to disclose 
information not only about their own 
emissions but also about the green-
house gas emissions of their suppliers 
and even their customers. It would also 
require companies to determine the ef-
fects of climate-related risks on each 
line item of their consolidated finan-
cial statements. 

Well, to start off with, this rule is ob-
viously unworkable. Companies have 
zero control over the emissions of their 
suppliers and customers and little to 
no ability to accurately gauge those 
emissions. But the most serious aspect 
of this proposed rule is the fact that it 
represents a clear effort to coerce com-
panies to sever ties with certain indus-
tries—notably, of course, the conven-
tional energy industry, but also with 
other industries like agriculture. 

It is hardly the only regulatory ac-
tion of its kind proposed by the Biden 
administration. The Department of 
Labor just finalized a rule that would 
in practice require pension fiduciaries 
to consider climate change and ESG 
factors when making investment deci-
sions, irrespective of their pecuniary 
relevance. 

The Federal Reserve, which I believe 
has zero business inserting itself into 
debates over climate policy, recently 
established a pilot program to analyze 
climate-related financial risks for the 
Nation’s largest banks, something that 
clearly—clearly—exceeds the Fed’s 
statutory authority. 

Similarly, the Office of the Comp-
troller of the Currency, the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation, and the 
Fed have issued draft principles for 
large banks on ‘‘climate-related finan-
cial risk management.’’ 

And the list goes on. 
Private companies, of course, have 

the right to consider whatever factors 
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