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the launch of Frontier in 2022, the first
machine to break the exascale barrier.

Under Dr. Zacharia’s leadership,
ORNL has operated a research reactor
with the highest neutron flux in the
United States, the most powerful accel-
erator source of pulsed neutrons for
materials research, the largest and
most advanced additive manufacturing
equipment, and facilities that produce,
purify, and ship the most isotopes. He
has positioned the laboratory to play a
central role in our Nation’s pursuit of
breakthrough technologies for energy,
cybersecurity, quantum, and other di-
verse fields.

Dr. Zacharia has also expanded the
Laboratory’s impact in the Oak Ridge
Corridor by leading new ventures to at-
tract technology startups and create a
pipeline for the next generation of sci-
entists and engineers.

I hope our colleagues join us in rec-
ognizing Dr. Zacharia for his tremen-
dous contributions to the Nation, and
on behalf of the U.S. Senate, we wish
him the best in his future endeavors.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO RABBI STUART
WEINBLATT

e Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, this Fri-
day will be a joyous occasion at Con-
gregation B’nai Tzedek in Potomac,
MD—a Shabbat dinner to celebrate
Rabbi Stuart Weinblatt’s 70th birth-
day. His Excellency Michael Herzog,
Israel’s Ambassador to the TUnited
States, will be the guest speaker at the
dinner. Rabbi Weinblatt founded Con-
gregation B’Nai Tzedek 34 years ago
with just a few families. Today, the
Conservative synagogue is thriving,
with 650 families. The growth and well-
being of Congregation B’Nai Tzedek is
a testament to Rabbi Weinblatt’s vi-
sion, persistence, and charismatic lead-
ership.

Rabbi Weinblatt graduated from the
University of Maryland with high hon-
ors in history. While he was an under-
graduate, he helped to establish the
Jewish Studies Program and rep-
resented the student body to the Mary-
land State government. He was or-
dained at the Hebrew Union College in
Cincinnati. Rabbi Weinblatt has been
an adjunct professor at Wesley Theo-
logical Seminary in Washington, DC,
teaching Jewish history, Bible, and
theology. He is widely recognized as a
gifted teacher, speaker, and author.
“Washington Jewish Week” readers
have voted him the ‘“‘Best Rabbi in
Washington’” on numerous occasions.
The ‘“‘Forward’” newspaper recognized
Rabbi Weinblatt as ‘“One of the Most
Inspiring Rabbis in America’ in 2016.
He received the Jewish Community Re-
lations Council of Greater Washing-
ton’s ‘‘Pillar of the Community’’ award
and a ‘“‘Man of the Year’” award from
the Greater Washington Chapter of
ORT, the global Jewish educational
network that prepares students for ca-
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reers in science, technology, engineer-
ing, and math—STEM.

Rabbi Weinblatt has served as presi-
dent of the Washington Board of Rab-
bis, chaired the National Convention of
the Rabbinical Assembly in Jerusalem
and in Washington DC, and chaired the
prestigious Annual Israel Bonds’ Am-
bassador’s Ball. He authored ‘‘God,
Prayer and Spirituality,” a compila-
tion of his sermons, writings, and arti-
cles. He is known for his effective use
of humor, even when dealing with his
own cancer, which he chronicled in
“Living in the Shadow of Death: A
Rabbi Copes with Cancer,” a book one
reviewer described as ‘‘a comforter to
others . . . [and] also a valuable tool
for clergy and health care professionals
who interact with and counsel individ-
uals in similar situations.”” He is a fre-
quent columnist for the Jewish News
Syndicate, often commenting on the
State of Israel.

Rabbi Weinblatt is president of the
Rabbinic Cabinet of the Jewish Federa-
tions of North America and has served
as director of Israel Policy and Advo-
cacy for the Rabbinical Assembly. He
heads the Jewish National Fund’s
“Rabbis for Israel.” In these roles,
Rabbi Weinblatt has played a critical
role in strengthening the enduring
bond between our two democracies,
whose diplomatic partnership will cele-
brate its 756th anniversary next May.
Today, in a world in turmoil, in the
Middle East region and beyond, our bi-
lateral relationship is more important
than ever, and Rabbi Weinblatt can be
justly proud of the role he has played
in securing this bond.

The mission statement of Congrega-
tion B’nai Tzedek emphasizes the col-
lective responsibility to do ‘‘tikun
olam,” to give ‘‘tzedekah,” and to per-
form ‘“‘mitzvot” regularly ‘‘as a means
of supporting Jewish causes and all
people in need.” The Congregation is
committed to making Jewish values
relevant and meaningful in today’s
world and, under Rabbi Weinblatt’s in-
spired leadership, it succeeds. On be-
half of my Senate colleagues, I would
like to join the families of Congrega-
tion B’nai Tzedek; Rabbi Weinblatt’s
wife Symcha, his children, and grand-
children; his rabbinical colleagues;
Ambassador Herzog; and everyone else
fortunate to know him as a friend or
mentor in wishing him a happy 70th
birthday, ‘‘ad me’ah v’esrim!”’®

——————

TRIBUTE TO SENIOR MASTER
SERGEANT RYAN E. BYRNE

® Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, it is my
great privilege to recognize Senior
Master Sergeant Ryan E. Byrne—sen-
ior enlisted leader of the 389th Fighter
Generation Squadron, Mountain Home
Air Force Base, ID—for his distin-
guished military service.

Senior Master Sergeant Ryan E.
Byrne has dedicated two decades of
service to the U.S. Air Force, ensuring
that our Nation’s frontline of air de-
fense and precision strike is properly
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trained and equipped to deter or de-
stroy our adversaries. He exemplifies
the best qualities of an airman, con-
sistently demonstrating a calm and de-
pendable demeanor in high stakes, no-
fail situations.

Throughout his various deployments
in support of Operations Enduring
Freedom, Inherent Resolve, Spartan
Shield, Pacific Iron, Noble Eagle, he
masterfully utilized his team’s combat
capabilities to deliver on call, around
the clock airpower. His actions ensured
the safe, reliable maintenance of the
U.S. Air Force premier strike fighter,
the F-15E, which led to the decimation
of foreign terror threats including the
Taliban, Al-Qaeda, and the Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria.

Senior Master Sergeant Ryan E.
Byrne was instrumental in sustaining
combat readiness of the revered 389th
Thunderbolts from Mountain Home Air
Force Base, ID, which propelled the
389th T-Bolts in surpassing several of
Air Force Central Command’s long-
standing records. He is a recipient of
the Air Force Meritorious Service
award, which is a true testament to his
forthright leadership and commitment
to the mission and our great Nation.

I join all grateful Americans in ex-
tending a sincere thank you and heart-
felt congratulations to Senior Master
Sergeant Ryan E. Byrne for his deco-
rated service in protecting the United
States of America.e®

———

ANNIVERSARY OF TORNADOES IN
WESTERN KENTUCKY

e Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, almost 1
year ago, on December 10, 2021, mul-
tiple tornadoes touched down all
throughout western Kentucky, includ-
ing one historic supercell tornado that
affected multiple States and ended in
Kentucky. Lives were upended as
homes, businesses, and towns were
completely destroyed. In many places,
the destruction was total and absolute.
At a time when families were to be pre-
paring for a joyous holiday season,
they were instead greeted by sorrow
and loss, while being surrounded by an
uneasy reality of wreckage and despair.

Immediately, 1local citizens, Ken-
tuckians around the Commonwealth,
and people from across the country
converged on western Kentucky to help
in any way they could. Disaster relief
teams sprang into action to meet the
needs of those who were impacted and
who had lost everything. I am grateful
that Kentuckians rose up in the face of
this crisis to do whatever was nec-
essary to help and to provide care for
our neighbors.

While outside organizations and min-
istries provided essential services, the
real heroes of the story are the commu-
nities themselves that were destroyed
by the tornado. Through this historic
crisis, the men and women of western
Kentucky have demonstrated resil-
ience and compassion as they care for
the communities they call home. From
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the first responders to the local offi-
cials to each man, woman, and child in-
volved, there was remarkable strength
demonstrated in the face of adversity.
Communities have grieved together,
served together, hoped together, and
rebuilt together. Today, almost 1 year
later, we look back on what has been
lost, but also resolve to look forward to
what can be achieved together.

As we pause to reflect on the destruc-
tion of December 10, 2021, we can see
the hope that now shines through as
towns are rebuilt and communities re-
gain shape. Even in tragedy, Kentucky
has shown itself to be resilient and uni-
fied. We will continue to press forward
and care for our communities.®

———

RECOGNIZING SLAINTE PUBLIC
HOUSE

e Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, as ranking
member of the Senate Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship,
each week I recognize an outstanding
Kentucky small business that exempli-
fies the American entrepreneurial spir-
it. This week, it is my privilege to rec-
ognize Slainte Public House of George-
town, KY, as the Senate Small Busi-
ness of the Week.

The dream behind Slainte Public
House was born thousands of miles
away from its home in the Blue Grass
State, dating back to 2015 when owners
Matt and Ashley Nunn traveled to Ire-
land in celebration of their 10th wed-
ding anniversary. Upon their arrival in
the Old Country, the Nunns witnessed
how pubs across Ireland offered a space
where communities could gather. The
couple was struck by how these busi-
nesses were so entrenched in their com-
munities, serving a purpose far greater
than the stated goals of a typical
American bar. Thus, upon their return
to their home State, the Nunns decided
to try their hand at emulating the
communal attraction of the Irish pubs
they enjoyed and, in the spring of 2016,
opened Slainte Public House.

Matt and Ashley’s goal for Slainte
Public House, or ““The Pub’’ as regulars
like to call it, is for their community
to be strengthened by friendships made
onsite. The Nunns sought to create a
space that offers its patrons something
more profound than just food or drink,
but a place where lively discussion is
encouraged, hearty laughter is un-
avoidable, and a tear can be shed every
now and then. Today, 6 years after
opening, you can ask any Georgetown
local, and they will tell you that the
Nunns have succeeded in their goal.
However, the story of its’ Irish inspira-
tion is not the only notable fact about
Slainte Public House’s creation. In
opening Slainte Public House, Matt
and Ashley Nunn opened the first li-
censed bar to operate in Scott County
since the days of Prohibition, when the
purchase and consumption of alcohol
was outlawed. Therefore, the Pub’s 6
years in operation makes Slainte Pub-
lic House the oldest operating licensed
bar in Georgetown, KY, a title the
Nunns are proud to bare.
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Though the pub has been operating
less than a decade, the building in
which the pub is housed has a history
of its own. Constructed in 1793, the
building once served as the home of
George Algair, who resided there in the
1850s. As chairman of the Independent
Ticket, Algair represented a group who
opposed efforts to outlaw alcohol in
Georgetown. Ann Bevin, a Scott Coun-
ty historian, uncovered a quote from
Algair that reads ‘‘Give ‘em license, for
they drink with or without it.” Per-
haps Mr. Algair had a talent for clair-
voyance as his former residence now
gladly serves as the local watering hole
for the good citizens of Georgetown.

Following Scott County’s trans-
formation from a ‘‘dry county’ to a
“wet county’ in 2009, there were many
Georgetown citizens who were appre-
hensive about the opening of Slainte
Public House 7 short years later in 2016.
Though Matt had long dreamed of own-
ing his own bar, his wife Ashley ini-
tially was not on board with the idea.
However, when the two traveled across
the Atlantic, Ashley finally understood
what her husband had been dreaming
about. A new convert to the idea, the
Nunns took special care in making
Slainte Public House a place that could
foster the style of fellowship they wit-
nessed in the Irish pubs. Walking into
Slainte Public House today, you will
find overstuffed chairs, conversation
nooks, and tables for board games and
cards. Overall, the pub has an atmos-
phere that is warmed by its regular pa-
trons and the kindness of a tightknit
community that has embraced Slainte
Public House as a beloved fixture of
Georgetown.

The Nunns understand that their role
in the community extends beyond the
walls of Slainte Public House, there-
fore, the couple has opened their doors
to many charitable organizations and
causes. Today, the pub sponsors the
Finley 5K, Kaden’s Cause, Scott Coun-
ty Youth Baseball, the Gathering Place
Mission, the Amen House, and Eliza-
beth’s Village. They also have a Char-
ity of the Month Program where dona-
tions to different charities are made
through sample sales and customer do-
nations. The Nunn’s also host fund-
raisers for various nonprofits, and their
pub serves as a meeting place for var-
ious local groups, including Scott
County firefighters and Bible study
groups. In recognizing their contribu-
tions to the community Slainte Public
House was awarded the 2017 New Busi-
ness of the Year award by the George-
town-Scott County Chamber of Com-
merce. Needless to say, the Nunns’
dream of giving back to their commu-
nity what they witnessed in Ireland has
come true, as Slainte Public House has
become a beloved institution of
Georgetown. Congratulations to Matt
and Ashley Nunn along with the entire
team at Slainte Public House. I look
forward to seeing your continued
growth and success in Kentucky.e
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2021, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on December 1,
2022, during the adjournment of the
Senate, received a message from the
House of Representatives announcing
that the Speaker had signed the fol-
lowing enrolled joint resolution:

H.J. Res. 100. Joint resolution to provide
for a resolution with respect to the unre-
solved disputes between certain railroads
represented by the National Carriers’ Con-
ference Committee of the National Railway
Labor Conference and certain of their em-
ployees.

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2021, the en-
rolled joint resolution was signed on
December 1, 2022, during the adjourn-
ment of the Senate by the President
pro tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 3:02 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, without amendment:

S. 231. A bill to direct the Administrator of
the Federal Emergency Management Agency
to develop guidance for firefighters and
other emergency response personnel on best
practices to protect them from exposure to
PFAS and to limit and prevent the release of
PFAS into the environment, and for other
purposes.

S. 3115. A bill to remove the 4-year sunset
from the Pro bono Work to Empower and
Represent Act of 2018.

S. 3825. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
3903 Melear Drive in Arlington, Texas, as the
“Ron Wright Post Office Building’’.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bills, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 2521. An act to require the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to conduct a study on the
feasibility and advisability of furnishing
doula services to certain veterans, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 3372. An act to authorize implementa-
tion grants to community-based nonprofits
to operate one-stop reentry centers.

H.R. 4601. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of
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