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In many cases, Tribes in New Mexico 

and across our Nation have been forced 
to effectively pay a ransom to recover 
their sacred items or had to stand by 
and watch the sale of their priceless re-
ligious and cultural items in inter-
national markets. 

The lack of an explicit ban on traf-
ficking these items to foreign coun-
tries was actually cited by the French 
Government when they initially de-
clined to stop the auction of the Acoma 
shield. 

Grave robbing is illegal in every sin-
gle State in the United States, and yet 
we allow Tribal religious objects, many 
of which were stolen literally from 
grave sites, to be exported and sold in 
foreign auction houses. We cannot let 
this loophole that allows foreign trade 
in Native religious heritage to go on 
for even one more day, and I would 
urge my colleagues to pass this bill 
today and end this awful practice. 

Mr. President, as if in legislative ses-
sion, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of H.R. 2930, which was re-
ceived from the House and is at the 
desk; further, that the bill be consid-
ered read a third time and passed, and 
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Alaska. 
Ms. MURKOWSKI. Reserving the 

right to object, I would like to begin 
my brief comments here this evening 
by acknowledging the Senator from 
New Mexico and agreeing so much with 
him on this very, very important issue 
as we seek to protect objects of pat-
rimony, whether in New Mexico or in 
my State of Alaska or in the home 
State of the chairman of the Indian Af-
fairs Committee. It has been a travesty 
and it has been a crime that we have 
seen many of these objects that have 
been taken as art collections, that 
have been taken with no appreciation 
of the heritage, of the richness, of the 
tradition, and the respect to the Native 
people to whom they belong. 

And so the STOP Act, or the Safe-
guard Tribal Objects of Patrimony Act 
of 2021, is significant. I am proud to be 
the lead Republican cosponsor, along 
with Senator HEINRICH, on this. It is an 
issue that many in my State have been 
urging action on. 

So I do not rise this evening to object 
to passage of the STOP Act, but at the 
same time I am acknowledging the sig-
nificance of this, I also want to raise 
another bill that is also very important 
to my State, H.R. 441. We call it the 
Don Young Alaska Native Health Care 
Land Transfers Act. 

This is something that I have been 
working on for several Congresses now, 
with my friend the late Congressman 
Young. We took three land transfer 
bills. We consolidated them into one. 
We thought it was a pretty simple ef-
fort. All we are asking to do is to con-
vey IHS land to two of our Alaska Na-
tive Tribal health consortia, as well as 

the Tanana Tribe in the interior part 
of the State. 

We passed stand-alone legislation on 
these three IHS bills earlier this Con-
gress, but instead of passing that legis-
lation, the House did what the House 
often does. They amended it with tech-
nical amendments. They sent it back 
here as one consolidated bill. That is 
H.R. 441. 

But, again, it is about public health, 
delivery of healthcare to Alaska Native 
people in rural and underserved vil-
lages, many of which are off the road 
system. But these simple land transfers 
would enable construction projects to 
move forward, to reconstruct and to 
construct, in some cases, new 
healthcare facilities to provide care to 
Alaska Native people, and to also ramp 
up the delivery of clean, safe drinking 
water and sanitation facilities in rural 
villages, which are so key to improving 
public health. 

I think we all would agree that basic 
services such as water sanitation are 
pretty important—so everything we 
can do to help facilitate that. I have 
pushed the urgent button on these land 
conveyance issues because time is run-
ning out. Construction seasons are 
very, very limited in Alaska, and so I 
have been trying to help facilitate 
that. 

I have good commitments from my 
colleagues who are here on the floor 
this evening to help us move through 
this process on our side, or certainly on 
the House side as well, so that we can 
see final resolution on the Don Young 
Alaska Native Health Care Land Trans-
fers Act, and I look forward to working 
with them on that. And so having said 
this, I will not object to unanimous 
consent to advance the STOP Act this 
evening. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii. 

Mr. SCHATZ. With your permission, 
through the Chair, far be it from me to 
delay the passage of this law, which I 
know has been worked on by Native 
people and staffers for many, many 
years, but I just wanted to make my 
private commitment to the Senator 
from Alaska, the vice chair of the In-
dian Affairs Committee, public. 

We are absolutely committed, one 
way or another, to passing the Don 
Young lands act, and I just wanted to 
make that clear on the Senate floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, 
through the Chair, I just want to take 
a moment to articulate the same com-
mitment publicly, and we look forward 
to working with my colleague from 
Alaska, who has been so helpful in put-
ting the STOP Act to a successful reso-
lution. I look forward to working with 
her to get the Don Young package 
moved as well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 2930) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. HAS-
SAN). The Senator from Hawaii. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SCHATZ. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RESPECT FOR MARRIAGE ACT 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, on 
behalf of Vermonters, today I was 
proud to vote for the final passage of 
the Respect for Marriage Act. Today, 
we became a slightly more perfect 
union by recognizing the sanctity of 
marriage between two individuals, re-
gardless of gender or race. 

In August of this year, Marcelle and 
I celebrated our 60th wedding anniver-
sary. Marrying each other was the 
most important decision of our lives— 
not a decision taken lightly, but a 
deeply personal commitment. A deci-
sion such as who to spend your life 
with should not be determined by a 
State, local, or Federal government. It 
is regrettable that throughout our his-
tory, too many Americans have been 
denied the right to marry who they 
love based on their gender or race. 

In 2012, I was proud to cosponsor an 
earlier version of the Respect for Mar-
riage Act to codify the right for all 
Americans to marry who they love. As 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee, 
I also convened the first ever hearing 
to examine the harmful consequences 
the Defense of Marriage Act had, and 
still has, on American families. 

I am a proud cosponsor of this 
version of the Respect for Marriage 
Act. This bill—as most bills are—is far 
from perfect, but is a product of a bi-
partisan compromise. I want to ac-
knowledge my friend from Wisconsin, 
Senator BALDWIN, whose steadfast re-
solve is the reason why this bill passed 
the Senate today. In the face of Su-
preme Court Justices determined to 
turn back the clock on basic rights, a 
group of bipartisan Senators remained 
committed to the principle that all le-
gally valid marriages between two peo-
ple who love and care for each other de-
serve equal treatment under the law 
everywhere in our country. 

My home State of Vermont is no 
stranger to making history. Vermont 
has been a pioneer in the movement for 
LGBTQ rights. In 2000, Vermont be-
came the first State to introduce civil 
unions and the first to offer a civil 
union status encompassing the same 
legal rights and responsibilities as 
marriage. The State again made his-
tory in 2009 when it was the first State 
to allow same-sex marriage without 
being required to do so through a court 
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decision. Just last year, I was so proud 
when former Vermont Supreme Court 
Justice Beth Robinson became the first 
openly gay woman to ascend to our 
Federal circuit courts, on the Second 
Circuit. 

Over the years, I have heard from 
Vermonters, colleagues, my staff, 
friends, and family on this issue. They 
have told me what I already know from 
my marriage to Marcelle. The right to 
marriage—the right to love someone 
and build a life with them—should be 
equally available to all Americans. 

As I have said before, when common 
ground is fertile, we must plant the 
seeds of progress. And I believe that 
the Senate did that today by passing 
the Respect for Marriage Act. 

f 

NOTICE OF A TIE VOTE UNDER S. 
RES. 27 

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent to print the 
following letter in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

U.S. SENATE, COMMITTEE ON 
HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, AND 
PENSIONS, 

Washington, DC, November 29, 2022. 
To the Secretary of the Senate: 

PN2274, the nomination of Moshe Z. 
Marvit, of Pennsylvania, to be a Member of 
the Federal Mine Safety and Health Review 
Commission, having been referred to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions, the Committee, with a quorum 
present, has voted on the nomination as fol-
lows— 

On the question of reporting the nomina-
tion without recommendation, 11 ayes to 11 
noes. 

In accordance with section 3, paragraph 
(1)(A) of S. Res. 27 of the 117th Congress, I 
hereby give notice that the Committee has 
not reported the nomination because of a tie 
vote, and ask that this notice be printed in 
the Record pursuant to the resolution. 

PATTY MURRAY, 
Chair. 

f 

NOTICE OF A TIE VOTE UNDER S. 
RES. 27 

Mr. CARPER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent to print the 
following letter in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

U.S. SENATE, COMMITTEE ON ENVI-
RONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS, 

Washington, DC, November 29, 2022. 
To the Secretary of the Senate: 

PN 1832, the nomination of Joseph 
Goffman, of Pennsylvania, to be Assistant 
Administrator for the Office of Air and Radi-
ation, at the Environmental Protection 
Agency, having been referred to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works, 
the Committee with a quorum present, has 
voted on the nomination as follows— 

On the question of reporting the nomina-
tion favorably with the recommendation 
that the nomination be confirmed 10 ayes to 
10 noes. 

In accordance with section 3, paragraph 
(1)(A) of S. Res. 27 of the 117th Congress, I 
hereby give notice that the Committee on 

Environment and Public Works has not re-
ported the nomination because of a tie vote, 
and ask that this notice be printed in the 
Record pursuant to the resolution. 

THOMAS R. CARPER, 
Chair. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO DEVLIN BIRNIE 

∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Devlin for 
his hard work as an intern in my Wash-
ington, DC, office. I recognize his ef-
forts and contributions to my office, as 
well as to the State of Wyoming. 

Devlin is a native of Oregon. He at-
tends George Mason University, where 
he is pursuing a master’s in inter-
national security. He has demonstrated 
a strong work ethic, which has made 
him an invaluable asset to our office. 
The quality of his work is reflected in 
his great efforts over the last several 
months. 

I want to thank Devlin for the dedi-
cation he has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his journey.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KATY FOLEY 

∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Katy for 
her hard work as an intern in the Sen-
ate Republican Conference. I recognize 
her efforts and contributions to my of-
fice, as well as to the State of Wyo-
ming. 

Katy is a native of Florida. She is a 
graduate of the University of Alabama, 
where she studied political science. She 
has demonstrated a strong work ethic, 
which has made her an invaluable asset 
to our office. The quality of her work is 
reflected in her great efforts over the 
last several months. 

I want to thank Katy for the dedica-
tion she has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have her as part of our team. I know 
she will have continued success with 
all of her future endeavors. I wish her 
all my best on her journey.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COREY GONZALES 

∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Corey for 
his hard work as an intern in my Wash-
ington, DC, office. I recognize his ef-
forts and contributions to my office, as 
well as to the State of Wyoming. 

Corey is a native of Cheyenne. He at-
tends the Josef Korbel School of Inter-
national Studies at the University of 
Denver. He has demonstrated a strong 
work ethic, which has made him an in-
valuable asset to our office. The qual-
ity of his work is reflected in his great 
efforts over the last several months. 

I want to thank Corey for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his journey.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHRISTOPHER 
LORANGER 

∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Christopher 
for his hard work as an intern in my 
Washington, DC, office. I recognize his 
efforts and contributions to my office, 
as well as to the State of Wyoming. 

Christopher is a native of Rhode Is-
land. He attends George Washington 
University, where he studies history 
and political science. He has dem-
onstrated a strong work ethic, which 
has made him an invaluable asset to 
our office. The quality of his work is 
reflected in his great efforts over the 
last several months. 

I want to thank Christopher for the 
dedication he has shown while working 
for me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his journey.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JASMINE SLUSSER 

∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Jasmine for 
her hard work as an intern in the En-
ergy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee. I recognize her efforts and con-
tributions to my office, as well as to 
the State of Wyoming. 

Jasmine is a native of Pennsylvania. 
She is a student at George Washington 
University, where she studies public 
health. She has demonstrated a strong 
work ethic, which has made her an in-
valuable asset to our office. The qual-
ity of her work is reflected in her great 
efforts over the last several months. 

I want to thank Jasmine for the dedi-
cation she has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have her as part of our team. I know 
she will have continued success with 
all of her future endeavors. I wish her 
all my best on her journey.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO AMY GRANT 

∑ Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, on behalf of myself and Mr. 
HAGERTY, I ask unanimous consent 
that the following remarks be printed 
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD to honor 
our fellow Tennessean, Amy Grant. 

Each year, the John F. Kennedy Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts selects a 
handful of cultural luminaries to re-
ceive the Kennedy Center Honors for 
their lifetime artistic achievements. 
On behalf of the entire Tennessee con-
gressional delegation and all Ten-
nesseans, we want to congratulate con-
temporary Christian and pop singer- 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:12 Nov 30, 2022 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00019 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G29NO6.033 S29NOPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
12

0R
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E

---


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-07T17:28:53-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




