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AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 6442. Mr. REED proposed an amend-
ment to amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr.
REED (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill
H.R. 7900, to authorize appropriations for fis-
cal year 2023 for military activities of the
Department of Defense and for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes.

SA 6443. Mr. REED (for Ms. CANTWELL (for
herself and Mr. WICKER)) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr. REED
(for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill H.R.
7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 6444. Mr. REED (for Ms. CANTWELL (for
herself and Mr. WICKER)) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr. REED
(for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill H.R.
7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 6445. Mr. REED (for Mr. MENENDEZ)
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr.
REED (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill
H.R. 7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 6446. Mr. REED (for Mr. CORNYN (for
himself and Mr. WHITEHOUSE)) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr. REED
(for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill H.R.
7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 6447. Mr. REED (for Mr. MENENDEZ)
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr.
REED (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill
H.R. 7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 6448. Mr. REED (for Mr. CRAMER) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr.
REED (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill
H.R. 7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 6449. Mr. REED (for Mr. INHOFE) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr.
REED (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill
H.R. 7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 6450. Mr. REED (for Mr. PORTMAN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr.
REED (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill
H.R. 7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 6451. Mr. REED (for Mr. ScoTT of Flor-
ida) submitted an amendment intended to be
proposed to amendment SA 5499 proposed by
Mr. REED (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the
bill H.R. 7900, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 6452. Mr. REED (for Mr. SHELBY) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr.
REED (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill
H.R. 7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 6453. Mr. REED (for Mr. GRAHAM (for
himself and Mr. MENENDEZ)) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr. REED
(for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill H.R.
7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 6454. Mr. REED (for Mr. MANCHIN (for
himself, Mr. BARRASSO, and Mr. RISCH)) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr.
REED (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill
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H.R. 7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 6455. Mr. REED (for Mr. PETERS) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr.
REED (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill
H.R. 7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 6456. Mr. REED (for Mrs. FEINSTEIN)
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr.
REED (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill
H.R. 7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 6457. Mr. REED (for Mr. OSSOFF (for
himself and Mr. ScoTT of South Carolina))
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr.
REED (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill
H.R. 7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 6458. Mr. REED (for Mr. VAN HOLLEN
(for himself and Mr. TILLIS)) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr. REED
(for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill H.R.
7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 6459. Mr. REED (for Mr. BLUMENTHAL)
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr.
REED (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill
H.R. 7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 6460. Mr. REED (for Mr. KELLY) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr.
REED (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill
H.R. 7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 6461. Mr. REED (for Mrs. SHAHEEN (for
herself, Mr. MORAN, and Ms. HASSAN)) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr.
REED (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill
H.R. 7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 6462. Mr. REED (for Mr. SCHUMER (for
himself and Mr. CORNYN)) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr. REED
(for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill H.R.
7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 6463. Mr. REED (for himself and Ms.
COLLINS) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 5499 pro-
posed by Mr. REED (for himself and Mr.
INHOFE) to the bill H.R. 7900, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 6464. Mr. REED (for Mr. PETERS (for
himself and Mr. PORTMAN)) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr. REED
(for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill H.R.
7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 6465. Mr. REED (for Mr. RUBIO) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr.
REED (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill
H.R. 7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 6466. Mr. REED (for Ms. CANTWELL (for
herself and Mr. WICKER)) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr. REED
(for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill H.R.
7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 6467. Mr. REED (for Mr. CORNYN (for
himself and Mr. KING)) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 5499 proposed by Mr. REED (for himself
and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill H.R. 7900, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 6468. Mr. REED (for Mr. CASSIDY) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
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posed to amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr.
REED (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill
H.R. 7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 6469. Mr. REED (for Mr. CORNYN (for
himself and Mr. KING)) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 5499 proposed by Mr. REED (for himself
and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill H.R. 7900, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 6470. Mr. REED (for Mr. CORNYN (for
himself and Mr. WHITEHOUSE)) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr. REED
(for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill H.R.
7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 6471. Mr. REED (for Mr. BRAUN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr.
REED (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill
H.R. 7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 6472. Mr. REED (for Mr. BRAUN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr.
REED (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill
H.R. 7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 6473. Mr. REED (for Mr. BRAUN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr.
REED (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill
H.R. 7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 6474. Mr. REED (for Mr. GRASSLEY (for
himself, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LEE, Mr.
LEAHY, and Mr. DURBIN)) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr. REED
(for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill H.R.
7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 6475. Mr. REED (for Mr. WARNER) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr.
REED (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill
H.R. 7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 6476. Mr. REED (for Mr. WARNER) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 5499 proposed by Mr.
REED (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill
H.R. 7900, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 6442. Mr. REED proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 5499 pro-
posed by Mr. REED (for himself and Mr.
INHOFE) to the bill H.R. 7900, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2023
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense and for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes; as
follows:

At the end add the following:

SEC. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall take effect on the date that
is 1 day after the date of enactment of this
Act.

SA 6443. Mr. REED (for Ms. CANT-
WELL (for herself and Mr. WICKER)) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed to amendment SA 5499 pro-
posed by Mr. REED (for himself and Mr.
INHOFE) to the bill H.R. 7900, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2023
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense and for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of




S6476

the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end, add the following:

DIVISION E—COAST GUARD
AUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2022

SEC. 5001. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This division may be
cited as the ‘“‘Coast Guard Authorization Act
of 2022,

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this division is as follows:

DIVISION E—COAST GUARD
AUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2022

5001. Short title; table of contents.
5002. Definition of Commandant.

TITLE LI—AUTHORIZATIONS

5101. Authorization of appropriations.

5102. Authorized levels of military
strength and training.

Authorization for shoreside infra-
structure and facilities.

Authorization for acquisition of
vessels.

Authorization for the child care
subsidy program.

TITLE LITI—COAST GUARD
Subtitle A—Infrastructure and Assets

Sec. 5201. Report on shoreside infrastructure

and facilities needs.

Sec. 5202. Fleet mix analysis and shore in-
frastructure investment plan.
Acquisition life-cycle cost esti-

madtes.

Report and briefing on resourcing
strategy for Western Pacific re-
gion.

Study and report on national secu-
rity and drug trafficking
threats in the Florida Straits
and Caribbean region, including
Cuba.

Coast Guard Yard.

Authority to enter into trans-
actions other than contracts
and grants to procure cost-ef-
fective technology for mission
needs.

Improvements to infrastructure
and operations planning.

Aqua alert notification system
pilot program.

Subtitle B—Great Lakes

Great Lakes winter commerce.

Database on icebreaking oper-
ations in the Great Lakes.

Great Lakes snowmobile acquisi-
tion plan.

Great Lakes barge inspection ex-
emption.

Study on sufficiency of Coast
Guard aviation assets to meet
mission demands.

Subtitle C—Arctic

Establishment of the Arctic Secu-
rity Cutter Program Office.

Arctic activities.

Study on Arctic operations and in-
frastructure.

Subtitle D—Maritime Cyber and Artificial
Intelligence

Sec. 5231. Enhancing maritime cybersecu-
rity.

Sec. 5232. Establishment of unmanned sys-
tem program and autonomous
control and computer vision
technology project.

Sec. 5233. Artificial intelligence strategy.

Sec. 5234. Review of artificial intelligence
applications and establishment
of performance metrics.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 5103.

Sec. 5104.

Sec. 5105.

Sec. 5208.

Sec. 5204.

Sec. 5205.

5206.
5207.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 5208.

Sec. 5209.

5211.
5212.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 5213.

Sec. 5214.

Sec. 5215.

Sec. 5221.

5222.
5223.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

5235.
5236.
5237.

5241.

5242.

5243.

Cyber data management.

Data management.

Study on cyber threats to the
United States marine transpor-
tation system.

Subtitle E—Aviation

Space-available travel on Coast
Guard aircraft: program au-
thorization and eligible recipi-
ents.

Report on Coast Guard Air Sta-
tion Barbers Point hangar.

Study on the operational avail-
ability of Coast Guard aircraft
and strategy for Coast Guard
Aviation.

Subtitle F—Workforce Readiness

5251.
5252.
5253.
5254.

5255.

5256.
5257.
5258.
5259.
5260.
5261.
5262.
5263.

5264.

5265.
5266.
5267.
5268.
5269.

5270.

5281.
5282.
5283.

5284.

5285.
5286.
5287.

5288.

5289.

5290.

Authorized strength.

Number and distribution of offi-
cers on active duty promotion
list.

Continuation on active duty of of-
ficers with critical skills.

Career incentive pay for marine
inspectors.

Expansion of the ability for selec-
tion board to recommend offi-
cers of particular merit for pro-
motion.

Modification to education loan re-
payment program.

Retirement of Vice Commandant.

Report on resignation and retire-
ment processing times and de-
nial.

Physical disability evaluation sys-
tem procedure review.

Expansion of authority for
multirater assessments of cer-
tain personnel.

Promotion parity.

Partnership program to diversify
the Coast Guard.
Expansion of Coast Guard Junior

Reserve Officers’ Training
Corps.
Improving representation of

women and racial and ethnic
minorities among Coast Guard
active-duty members.

Strategy to enhance diversity
through recruitment and acces-
sion.

Support for Coast Guard Academy.
Training for congressional affairs
personnel.
Strategy for
cuttermen.
Study on performance of Coast
Guard Force Readiness Com-

mand.

Study on frequency of weapons
training for Coast Guard per-
sonnel.

retention of

Subtitle G—Miscellaneous Provisions

Budgeting of Coast Guard relating
to certain operations.

Coast Guard assistance to United
States Secret Service.

Conveyance of Coast Guard vessels
for public purposes.

Authorization relating to certain
intelligence and counter intel-
ligence activities of the Coast
Guard.

Transfer and conveyance.

Transparency and oversight.

Study on safety inspection pro-
gram for containers and facili-
ties.

Study on maritime law enforce-
ment workload requirements.
Feasibility study on construction
of Coast Guard station at Port

Mansfield.

Modification of prohibition on op-
eration or procurement of for-
eign-made unmanned aircraft
systems.

Sec

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
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. 5291.

5292.

5293.

5294.

5295.

5296.

5297.
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Operational data sharing capa-
bility.

Procurement of tethered aerostat
radar system for Coast Guard
Station South Padre Island.

Assessment of Iran sanctions re-
lief on Coast Guard operations
under the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action.

Report on shipyards of Finland
and Sweden.

Prohibition on construction con-
tracts with entities associated
with the Chinese Communist
Party.

Review of drug interdiction equip-
ment and standards; testing for
fentanyl during interdiction op-
erations.

Public availability of information
on monthly migrant interdic-
tions.

TITLE LIII—-ENVIRONMENT

5301.

Definition of Secretary.

Subtitle A—Marine Mammals

5311.
5312.

5313.

5314.

5315.

5321.
5322.

5323.
5324.
5325.
5326.
5327.
5328.

5329.
5330.

5331.

Definitions.

Assistance to ports to reduce the
impacts of vessel traffic and
port operations on marine
mammals.

Near real-time monitoring and
mitigation program for large
cetaceans.

Pilot program to establish a Ceta-
cean Desk for Puget Sound re-
gion.

Monitoring ocean soundscapes.

Subtitle B—0il Spills

Improving oil spill preparedness.

Western Alaska oil spill planning
criteria.

Accident and incident notification
relating to pipelines.

Coast Guard claims processing
costs.

Calculation of interest on debt
owed to the national pollution
fund.

Per-incident limitation.

Access to the Oil Spill Liability
Trust Fund.

Cost-reimbursable agreements.

0Oil spill response review.

Review and report on limited in-
demnity provisions in standby
0il spill response contracts.

Additional exceptions to regula-
tions for towing vessels.

Subtitle C—Environmental Compliance

Sec
Sec

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

. 5341.
. 5342.

Review of anchorage regulations.

Study on impacts on shipping and
commercial, Tribal, and rec-
reational fisheries from the de-
velopment of renewable energy
on the West Coast.

Subtitle D—Environmental Issues

5351.

5352.

5353.

5354.
5355.

Modifications to the Sport Fish
Restoration and Boating Trust
Fund administration.

Improvements to Coast Guard
communication with North Pa-
cific maritime and fishing in-
dustry.

Fishing safety training grants pro-
gram.

Load lines.

Actions by National Marine Fish-
eries Service to increase energy
production.

Subtitle E—Illegal Fishing and Forced Labor

Prevention

Sec. 5361. Definitions.
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CHAPTER 1—COMBATING HUMAN TRAFFICKING
THROUGH SEAFOOD IMPORT MONITORING

Sec. 5362. Enhancement of Seafood Import
Monitoring Program Auto-
mated Commercial Environ-
ment Message Set.

Data sharing and aggregation.

Import audits.

Availability of fisheries informa-
tion.

Report on Seafood Import Moni-
toring Program.

Sec. 5367. Authorization of appropriations.

CHAPTER 2—STRENGTHENING INTERNATIONAL
FISHERIES MANAGEMENT TO COMBAT HUMAN
TRAFFICKING

5363.
5364.
5365.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 5366.

Sec. 5370. Denial of port privileges.

Sec. 5371. Identification and certification
criteria.

Sec. 5372. Equivalent conservation meas-
ures.

Sec. 5373. Capacity building in foreign fish-
eries.

Sec. 5374. Training of United States Observ-
ers.

Sec. 5375. Regulations.

Sec. 5376. Use of Devices Broadcasting on

AIS for Purposes of Marking
Fishing Gear.

TITLE LIV—SUPPORT FOR COAST GUARD
WORKFORCE

Subtitle A—Support for Coast Guard
Members and Families

Coast Guard child care improve-
ments.

Armed Forces access to Coast
Guard child care facilities.

Cadet pregnancy policy improve-
ments.

Combat-related special compensa-
tion.

Study on food security.

Subtitle B—Healthcare

Development of medical staffing
standards for the Coast Guard.

Healthcare system review and
strategic plan.

Data collection and access to care.

Behavioral health policy.

Members asserting post-traumatic
stress disorder or traumatic
brain injury.

Improvements to the Physical Dis-
ability Evaluation System and
transition program.

Expansion of access to counseling.

Expansion of postgraduate oppor-
tunities for members of the
Coast Guard in medical and re-
lated fields.

Study on Coast Guard telemedi-
cine program.

Study on Coast Guard medical fa-
cilities needs.

Subtitle C—Housing

Strategy to improve quality of life
at remote units.

Study on Coast Guard housing ac-
cess, cost, and challenges.

Audit of certain military housing
conditions of enlisted members
of the Coast Guard in Key West,
Florida.

Study on Coast Guard housing au-
thorities and privatized hous-
ing.

Subtitle D—Other Matters
5451. Report on availability of emer-
gency supplies for Coast Guard
personnel.
TITLE LV—MARITIME
Subtitle A—Vessel Safety
5501. Abandoned Seafarers Fund amend-
ments.

Sec. 5401.

Sec. 5402.

Sec. 5403.

Sec. 5404.

Sec. 5405.

Sec. 5421.

Sec. 5422.
5423.
5424.
5425.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 5426.

5427.
5428.

Sec.
Sec.

5429.

Sec.

Sec. 5430.

Sec. 5441.

Sec. 5442.
Sec. 5443.

Sec. 5444.

Sec.

Sec.
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Sec. 5502. Receipts; international agree-
ments for ice patrol services.
Passenger vessel security and safe-

ty requirements.

At-sea recovery operations pilot
program.

Exoneration and limitation of li-
ability for small passenger ves-
sels.

Moratorium on towing vessel in-
spection user fees.

Certain historic passenger vessels.

Coast Guard digital registration.

Responses to safety recommenda-
tions.

Comptroller General of the United
States study and report on the
Coast Guard’s oversight of third
party organizations.

5511. Articulated tug-barge manning.

5512. Alternate safety compliance pro-

gram exception for certain ves-
sels.
Subtitle B—Other Matters

5521. Definition of a stateless vessel.

5522. Report on enforcement of coast-
wise laws.

Study on multi-level supply chain
security strategy of the depart-
ment of homeland security.

Study to modernize the merchant
mariner licensing and docu-
mentation system.

Study and report on development
and maintenance of mariner
records database.

Assessment regarding application
process for merchant mariner
credentials.

Sec. 55627. Military to Mariners Act of 2022.

Sec. 55628. Floating dry docks.

TITLE LVI—SEXUAL ASSAULT AND SEX-

UAL HARASSMENT PREVENTION AND
RESPONSE

Sec. 5503.

Sec. 5504.

Sec. 5505.

Sec. 5506.
5507.
5508.
5509.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 5510.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 5523.

Sec. 5524.
Sec. 5525.

Sec. 5526.

Sec. 5601. Definitions.

Sec. 5602. Convicted sex offender as grounds
for denial.

Sec. 5603. Accommodation; notices.

Sec. 5604. Protection against discrimination.

Sec. 5605. Alcohol at sea.

Sec. 5606. Sexual harassment or sexual as-
sault as grounds for suspension
and revocation.

Sec. 5607. Surveillance requirements.

Sec. 5608. Master key control.

Sec. 5609. Safety management systems.

Sec. 5610. Requirement to report sexual as-
sault and harassment.

Sec. 5611. Access to care and sexual assault
forensic examinations.

Sec. 5612. Reports to Congress.

Sec. 5613. Policy on requests for permanent
changes of station or unit
transfers by persons who report
being the victim of sexual as-
sault.

Sec. 5614. Sex offenses and personnel
records.

Sec. 5615. Study on Coast Guard oversight
and investigations.

Sec. 5616. Study on Special Victims’ Counsel

program.

TITLE LVII-NATIONAL OCEANIC AND
ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

Subtitle A—National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration Commissioned Offi-
cer Corps

Sec. 5701. Definitions.

Sec. 5702. Requirement for appointments.

Sec. 5703. Repeal of requirement to promote
ensigns after 3 years of service.

Authority to provide awards and
decorations.

Retirement and separation.

Improving professional mariner
staffing.

Sec. 5704.

5705.
5706.

Sec.
Sec.
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Sec.
Sec.

5707. Legal assistance.
5708. Acquisition of aircraft for extreme
weather reconnaissance.
5709. Report on professional mariner
staffing models.
Subtitle B—Other Matters
5711. Conveyance of certain property of
the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration in
Juneau, Alaska.
TITLE LVIII-TECHNICAL, CONFORMING,
AND CLARIFYING AMENDMENTS
Sec. 5801. Technical correction.
Sec. 5802. Reinstatement.
Sec. 5803. Terms and vacancies.

TITLE LIX—RULE OF CONSTRUCTION
Sec. 5901. Rule of construction.

SEC. 5002. DEFINITION OF COMMANDANT.

In this division, the term ‘‘Commandant”
means the Commandant of the Coast Guard.
TITLE LI—AUTHORIZATIONS
SEC. 5101. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Section 4902 of title 14, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘“‘fiscal years 2020 and 2021’ and
inserting ‘‘fiscal years 2022 and 2023’;

(2) in paragraph (1)—

Sec.

Sec.

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking
clauses (i) and (ii) and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘(i) $10,000,000,000 for fiscal year 2022; and

(ii) $10,750,000,000 for fiscal year 2023.”;

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking
¢‘$17,035,000”’ and inserting ‘‘$23,456,000"’; and

(C) in subparagraph (C), by striking °,

(A)(ii) 817,376,000 and inserting ‘‘(A)(ii),
$24,353,000°’;

(3) in paragraph (2)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking

clauses (i) and (ii) and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘(i) $2,459,100,000 for fiscal year 2022; and

‘‘(ii) $3,477,600,000 for fiscal year 2023.”"; and

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking
clauses (i) and (ii) and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘(i) $20,400,000 for fiscal year 2022; and

(ii) $20,808,000 for fiscal year 2023.”";

(4) in paragraph (3), by striking subpara-
graphs (A) and (B) and inserting the fol-
lowing:

““(A) $7,476,000 for fiscal year 2022; and

‘(B) $14,681,084 for fiscal year 2023.”"; and

(5) in paragraph (4), by striking subpara-
graphs (A) and (B) and inserting the fol-
lowing:

““(A) $240,577,000 for fiscal year 2022; and

“(B) $252,887,000 for fiscal year 2023.”".

SEC. 5102. AUTHORIZED LEVELS OF MILITARY
STRENGTH AND TRAINING.

Section 4904 of title 14, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘fiscal
yvears 2020 and 2021 and inserting ‘‘fiscal
years 2022 and 2023’’; and

(2) in subsection (b), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘fiscal
years 2020 and 2021 and inserting ‘‘fiscal
years 2022 and 2023’.

SEC. 5103. AUTHORIZATION FOR SHORESIDE IN-
FRASTRUCTURE AND FACILITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In addition to the
amounts authorized to be appropriated under
section 4902(2)(A) of title 14, United States
Code, as amended by section 5101 of this divi-
sion, for the period of fiscal years 2023
through 2028—

(1) $3,000,000,000 is authorized to fund main-
tenance, new construction, and repairs need-
ed for Coast Guard shoreside infrastructure;

(2) $160,000,000 is authorized to fund phase
two of the recapitalization project at Coast
Guard Training Center Cape May in Cape
May, New Jersey, to improve recruitment
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and training of a diverse Coast Guard work-
force; and

(3) $80,000,000 is authorized for the con-
struction of additional new child care devel-
opment centers not constructed using funds
authorized by the Infrastructure Investment
and Jobs Act (Public Law 117-58; 135 Stat.

429).
(b) COAST GUARD YARD RESILIENT INFRA-
STRUCTURE AND CONSTRUCTION IMPROVE-

MENT.—In addition to the amounts author-
ized to be appropriated under section
4902(2)(A)(ii) of title 14, United States Code,
as amended by section 5101 of this division—

(1) $400,000,000 is authorized for the period
of fiscal years 2023 through 2028 for the Sec-
retary of the department in which the Coast
Guard is operating for the purposes of im-
provements to facilities of the Yard; and

(2) $236,000,000 is authorized for the acquisi-
tion of a new floating drydock, to remain
available until expended.

SEC. 5104. AUTHORIZATION FOR ACQUISITION OF
VESSELS.

In addition to the amounts authorized to
be appropriated under section 4902(2)(A)(ii) of
title 14, United States Code, as amended by
section 5101 of this division, for the period of
fiscal years 2023 through 2028—

(1) $350,000,000 is authorized for the acquisi-
tion of a Great Lakes icebreaker that is at
least as capable as Coast Guard cutter
Mackinaw (WLBB-30);

(2) $172,5600,000 is authorized for the pro-
gram management, design, and acquisition
of 12 Pacific Northwest heavy weather boats
that are at least as capable as the Coast
Guard 52-foot motor surfboat;

(3) $841,000,000 is authorized for the third
Polar Security Cutter;

(4) $20,000,000 is authorized for initiation of
activities to support acquisition of the Arc-
tic Security Cutter class, including program
planning and requirements development to
include the establishment of an Arctic Secu-
rity Cutter Program Office;

(5) $650,000,000 is authorized for the contin-
ued acquisition of Offshore Patrol Cutters;
and

(6) $650,000,000 is authorized for a twelfth
National Security Cutter.

SEC. 5105. AUTHORIZATION FOR THE CHILD
CARE SUBSIDY PROGRAM.

In addition to the amounts authorized to
be appropriated under section 4902(1)(A) of
title 14, United States Code, $25,000,000 is au-
thorized to the Commandant for each of fis-
cal years 2023 and 2024 for the child care sub-
sidy program.

TITLE LII—COAST GUARD
Subtitle A—Infrastructure and Assets
SEC. 5201. REPORT ON SHORESIDE INFRASTRUC-
TURE AND FACILITIES NEEDS.

Not less frequently than annually, the
Commandant shall submit to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate and the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a report that includes—

(1) a detailed list of shoreside infrastruc-
ture needs for all Coast Guard facilities lo-
cated within each Coast Guard District in
the order of priority, including recapitaliza-
tion, maintenance needs in excess of $25,000,
dredging, and other shoreside infrastructure
needs of the Coast Guard;

(2) the estimated cost of projects to fulfill
such needs, to the extent available; and

(3) a general description of the state of
planning for each such project.

SEC. 5202. FLEET MIX ANALYSIS AND SHORE IN-
FRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT PLAN.

(a) FLEET MIX ANALYSIS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall
conduct an updated fleet mix analysis that
provides for a fleet mix sufficient, as deter-
mined by the Commandant—
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(A) to carry out—

(i) the missions of the Coast Guard; and

(ii) emerging mission requirements; and

(B) to address—

(i) national security threats; and

(ii) the global deployment of the Coast
Guard to counter great power competitors.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Commandant shall submit to Congress a re-
port on the results of the updated fleet mix
analysis required by paragraph (1).

(b) SHORE INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT
PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall
develop an updated shore infrastructure in-
vestment plan that includes—

(A) the construction of additional facilities
to accommodate the updated fleet mix de-
scribed in subsection (a)(1);

(B) improvements necessary to ensure that
existing facilities meet requirements and re-
main operational for the lifespan of such
fleet mix, including necessary improvements
to information technology infrastructure;

(C) a timeline for the construction and im-
provement of the facilities described in sub-
paragraphs (A) and (B); and

(D) a cost estimate for construction and
life-cycle support of such facilities, including
for necessary personnel.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date on which the report under sub-
section (a)(2) is submitted, the Commandant
shall submit to Congress a report on the plan
required by paragraph (1).

SEC. 5203. ACQUISITION LIFE-CYCLE COST ESTI-
MATES.

Section 1132(e) of title 14, United States
Code, is amended by striking paragraphs (2)
and (3) and inserting the following:

‘“(2) TYPES OF ESTIMATES.—For each Level
1 or Level 2 acquisition project or program,
in addition to life-cycle cost estimates devel-
oped under paragraph (1), the Commandant
shall require—

‘“(A) such life-cycle cost estimates to be
updated before—

‘“(i) each milestone decision is concluded;
and

‘“(ii) the project or program enters a new
acquisition phase; and

“(B) an independent cost estimate or inde-
pendent cost assessment, as appropriate, to
be developed to validate such life-cycle cost
estimates.”.
SEC. 5204. REPORT AND BRIEFING ON
RESOURCING STRATEGY FOR WEST-
ERN PACIFIC REGION.

(a) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Commandant, in consultation with the Coast
Guard Commander of the Pacific Area, the
Commander of United States Indo-Pacific
Command, and the Under Secretary of Com-
merce for Oceans and Atmosphere, shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a report outlining the Coast Guard’s
resourcing needs to achieve optimum oper-
ations in the Western Pacific region.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An assessment of the risks and associ-
ated needs—

(i) to United States strategic maritime in-
terests, in particular such interests in areas
west of the International Date Line, includ-
ing risks to bilateral maritime partners of
the United States, posed by not fully staffing
and equipping Coast Guard operations in the
Western Pacific region;

(ii) to the Coast Guard mission and force
posed by not fully staffing and equipping
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Coast Guard operations in the Western Pa-
cific region; and

(iii) to support the call of the President, as
set forth in the Indo-Pacific Strategy, to ex-
pand Coast Guard presence and cooperation
in Southeast Asia, South Asia, and the Pa-
cific Islands, with a focus on advising, train-
ing, deployment, and capacity building.

(B) A description of the additional re-
sources, including shoreside resources, re-
quired to fully implement the needs de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), including the
United States commitment to bilateral fish-
eries law enforcement in the Pacific Ocean.

(C) A description of the operational and
personnel assets required and a dispersal
plan for available and projected future Coast
Guard cutters and aviation forces to conduct
optimum operations in the Western Pacific
region.

(D) An analysis with respect to whether a
national security cutter or fast response cut-
ter located at a United States military in-
stallation in a foreign country in the West-
ern Pacific region would enhance United
States national security, partner country ca-
pacity building, and prevention and effective
response to illegal, unreported, and unregu-
lated fishing.

(E) An assessment of the benefits and asso-
ciated costs involved in—

(i) increasing staffing of Coast Guard per-
sonnel within the command elements of
United States Indo-Pacific Command or sub-
ordinate commands; and

(ii) designating a Coast Guard patrol force
under the direct authority of the Com-
mander of the United States Indo-Pacific
Command with associated forward-based as-
sets and personnel.

(F) An identification of any additional au-
thority necessary, including proposals for
legislative change, to meet the needs identi-
fied in accordance with subparagraphs (A)
through (E) and any other mission require-
ment in the Western Pacific region.

(3) FOrRM.—The report required under para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified
form but may include a classified annex.

(b) BRIEFING.—Not later than 60 days after
the date on which the Commandant submits
the report under subsection (a), the Com-
mandant, or a designated individual, shall
provide to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a briefing on the findings and conclu-
sions of such report.

SEC. 5205. STUDY AND REPORT ON NATIONAL SE-
CURITY AND DRUG TRAFFICKING
THREATS IN THE FLORIDA STRAITS
AND CARIBBEAN REGION, INCLUD-
ING CUBA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall
conduct a study on national security, drug
trafficking, and other relevant threats as the
Commandant considers appropriate, in the
Florida Straits and Caribbean region, includ-
ing Cuba.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of—

(A) new technology and evasive maneuvers
used by transnational criminal organizations
to evade detection and interdiction by Coast
Guard law enforcement units and inter-
agency partners; and

(B) capability gaps of the Coast Guard with
respect to—

(i) the detection and interdiction of illicit
drugs in the Florida Straits and Caribbean
region, including Cuba; and

(ii) the detection of mnational security
threats in such region.

(2) An identification of—

(A) the critical technological advance-
ments required for the Coast Guard to meet
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current and anticipated threats in such re-

gion;

(B) the capabilities required to enhance in-
formation sharing and coordination between
the Coast Guard and interagency partners,
foreign governments, and related civilian en-
tities; and

(C) any significant new or developing
threat to the United States posed by illicit
actors in such region.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Commandant shall submit to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate and the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a report on the results of
the study under subsection (a).

SEC. 5206. COAST GUARD YARD.

(a) IN GENERAL.—With respect to the Coast
Guard Yard, the purposes of the authoriza-
tion under section 5103(b) are—

(1) to improve resilience and capacity;

(2) to maintain and expand Coast Guard or-
ganic manufacturing capacity;

(3) to expand training and recruitment;

(4) to enhance safety;

(5) to improve environmental compliance;
and

(6) to ensure that the Coast Guard Yard is
prepared to meet the growing needs of the
modern Coast Guard fleet.

(b) INCLUSIONS.—The Secretary of the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating shall ensure that the Coast Guard Yard
receives improvements that include the fol-
lowing:

(1) Facilities upgrades needed to improve
resilience of the shipyard, its facilities, and
associated infrastructure.

(2) Acquisition of a large-capacity drydock.

(3) Improvements to piers and wharves,
drydocks, and capital equipment utilities.

(4) Environmental remediation.

(5) Comnstruction of a new warehouse and
paint facility.

(6) Acquisition of a new travel lift.

(7) Dredging necessary to facilitate access
to the Coast Guard Yard.

(c) WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT PLAN.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Commandant shall
submit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives, a workforce development plan that—

(1) outlines the workforce needs of the
Coast Guard Yard with respect to civilian
employees and active duty members of the
Coast Guard, including engineers, individ-
uals engaged in trades, cyber specialists, and
other personnel necessary to meet the evolv-
ing mission set of the Coast Guard Yard; and

(2) includes recommendations for Congress
with respect to the authorities, training,
funding, and civilian and active-duty re-
cruitment, including the recruitment of
women and underrepresented minorities,
necessary to meet workforce needs of the
Coast Guard Yard for the 10-year period be-
ginning on the date of submission of the
plan.

SEC. 5207. AUTHORITY TO ENTER INTO TRANS-

ACTIONS OTHER THAN CONTRACTS
AND GRANTS TO PROCURE COST-EF-
FECTIVE TECHNOLOGY FOR MIS-
SION NEEDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter III of chapter
11 of title 14, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end the following:

“§1158. Authority to enter into transactions
other than contracts and grants to procure
cost-effective, advanced technology for mis-
sion-critical needs
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsections

(b) and (c), the Commandant may enter into
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transactions (other than contracts, coopera-
tive agreements, and grants) to develop pro-
totypes for, and to operate and procure, cost-
effective technology for the purpose of meet-
ing the mission needs of the Coast Guard.

“(b) PROCUREMENT AND ACQUISITION.—Pro-
curement or acquisition of technologies
under subsection (a) shall be—

“(1) carried out in accordance with this
title and Coast Guard policies and guidance;
and

‘(2) consistent with the operational re-
quirements of the Coast Guard.

“‘(c) LIMITATIONS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant may
not enter into a transaction under sub-
section (a) with respect to a technology
that—

““(A) does not comply with the cybersecu-
rity standards of the Coast Guard; or

‘“(B) is sourced from an entity domiciled in
the People’s Republic of China, unless the
Commandant determines that the prototype,
operation, or procurement of such a tech-
nology is for the purpose of—

‘“(i) counter-UAS operations,
testing, or training; or

‘“(ii) intelligence, electronic warfare, and
information warfare operations, testing,
analysis, and training.

‘(2) WAIVER.—The Commandant may waive
the application under paragraph (1) on a
case-by-case basis by certifying in writing to
the Secretary of Homeland Security and the
appropriate committees of Congress that the
prototype, operation, or procurement of the
applicable technology is in the national in-
terests of the United States.

‘(d) EDUCATION AND TRAINING.—The Com-
mandant shall ensure that management,
technical, and contracting personnel of the
Coast Guard involved in the award or admin-
istration of transactions under this section,
or other innovative forms of contracting, are
provided opportunities for adequate edu-
cation and training with respect to the au-
thority under this section.

‘“(e) REPORT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 5 years
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, the Commandant shall submit to the
appropriate committees of Congress a report
that—

‘“(A) describes the use of the authority pur-
suant to this section; and

‘“(B) assesses the mission and operational
benefits of such authority.

¢“(2) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘ap-
propriate committees of Congress’ means—

‘“(A) the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate;
and

‘“(B) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives.

“(f) REGULATIONS.—The Commandant shall
prescribe regulations as necessary to carry
out this section.

‘(g) DEFINITIONS OF UNMANNED AIRCRAFT,
UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM, AND COUNTER-
UAS.—In this section, the terms ‘unmanned
aircraft’, ‘unmanned aircraft system’, and
‘counter-UAS’ have the meanings given such
terms in section 44801 of title 49, United
States Code.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis
for subchapter III of chapter 11 of title 14,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:
¢“1158. Authority to enter into transactions

other than contracts and grants
to procure cost-effective tech-
nology for mission needs.”’.
SEC. 5208. IMPROVEMENTS TO INFRASTRUCTURE
AND OPERATIONS PLANNING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year

after the date of the enactment of this Act,

surrogate
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the Commandant shall incorporate the most
recent oceanic and atmospheric data relat-
ing to the increasing rates of extreme weath-
er, including flooding, into planning sce-
narios for Coast Guard infrastructure and
mission deployments with respect to all
Coast Guard Missions.

(b) COORDINATION WITH NATIONAL OCEANIC
AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION.—In car-
rying out subsection (a), the Commandant
shall—

(1) coordinate with the Under Secretary of
Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere to en-
sure the incorporation of the most recent en-
vironmental and climatic data; and

(2) request technical assistance and advice
from the Under Secretary in planning sce-
narios, as appropriate.

(c) BRIEFING.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Commandant shall provide to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate and the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a briefing on the manner in
which the best-available science from the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration has been incorporated into at least 1
key mission area of the Coast Guard, and the
lessons learned from so doing.

SEC. 5209. AQUA ALERT NOTIFICATION SYSTEM
PILOT PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commandant shall, subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, establish a pilot
program to improve the issuance of alerts to
facilitate cooperation with the public to
render aid to distressed individuals under
section 521 of title 14, United States Code.

(b) PILOT PROGRAM CONTENTS.—The pilot
program established under subsection (a)
shall, to the maximum extent possible—

(1) include a voluntary opt-in program
under which members of the public, as appro-
priate, and the entities described in sub-
section (c¢), may receive notifications on cel-
lular devices regarding Coast Guard activi-
ties to render aid to distressed individuals
under section 521 of title 14, United States
Code;

(2) cover areas located within the area of
responsibility of 3 different Coast Guard sec-
tors in diverse geographic regions; and

(3) provide that the dissemination of an
alert shall be limited to the geographic areas
most likely to facilitate the rendering of aid
to distressed individuals.

(c) CONSULTATION.—In developing the pilot
program under subsection (a), the Com-
mandant shall consult—

(1) the head of any relevant Federal agen-
Cy;

(2) the government of any relevant State;

(3) any Tribal Government;

(4) the government of any relevant terri-
tory or possession of the United States; and

(5) any relevant political subdivision of an
entity described in paragraph (2), (3), or (4).

(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter through 2026, the
Commandant shall submit to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate and the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a report on the implementa-
tion of this section.

(2) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Com-
mandant shall make the report submitted
under paragraph (1) available to the public.

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Commandant to carry out this section
$3,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2023 through
2026, to remain available until expended.
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Subtitle B—Great Lakes
SEC. 5211. GREAT LAKES WINTER COMMERCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter IV of chapter
5 of title 14, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end the following:

“§ 564. Great Lakes icebreaking operations

‘“(a) GAO REPORT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, the Comptroller General of the United
States shall submit to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a report on the Coast Guard
Great Lakes icebreaking program.

‘(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

““(A) An evaluation of the economic impact
of vessel delays or cancellations associated
with ice coverage on the Great Lakes.

‘““(B) An evaluation of mission needs of the
Coast Guard Great Lakes icebreaking pro-
gram.

“(C) An evaluation of the impact that the
proposed standards described in subsection
(b) would have on—

‘(i) Coast Guard operations in the Great
Lakes;

‘‘(ii) Northeast icebreaking missions; and

‘‘(iii) inland waterway operations.

(D) A fleet mix analysis for meeting such
proposed standards.

“(BE) A description of the resources nec-
essary to support the fleet mix resulting
from such fleet mix analysis, including for
crew and operating costs.

‘“(F) Recommendations to the Com-
mandant for improvements to the Great
Lakes icebreaking program, including with
respect to facilitating commerce and meet-
ing all Coast Guard mission needs.

“(b) PROPOSED STANDARDS FOR
ICEBREAKING OPERATIONS.—The  proposed
standards described in this subsection are
the following:

‘(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2),
the Commandant shall keep ice-covered wa-
terways in the Great Lakes open to naviga-
tion during not less than 90 percent of the
hours that commercial vessels and ferries at-
tempt to transit such ice-covered waterways.

‘“(2) In a year in which the Great Lakes are
not open to navigation because of ice of a
thickness that occurs on average only once
every 10 years, the Commandant shall keep
ice-covered waterways in the Great Lakes
open to navigation during not less than 70
percent of the hours that commercial vessels
and ferries attempt to transit such ice-cov-
ered waterways.

“(c) REPORT BY COMMANDANT.—Not later
than 90 days after the date on which the
Comptroller General submits the report
under subsection (a), the Commandant shall
submit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a report that includes the following:

‘(1) A plan for Coast Guard implementa-
tion of any recommendation made by the
Comptroller General under subparagraph (F)
of subsection (a)(2) the Commandant con-
siders appropriate.

‘(2) With respect to any recommendation
made under such subparagraph that the
Commandant declines to implement, a jus-
tification for such decision.

““(8) A review of, and a proposed implemen-
tation plan for, the results of the fleet mix
analysis under subparagraph (D) of that sub-
section.

‘“(4) Any proposed modifications to the
standards for icebreaking operations in the
Great Lakes.

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
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‘(1) COMMERCIAL VESSEL.—The term ‘com-
mercial vessel’ means any privately owned
cargo vessel operating in the Great Lakes
during the winter season of at least 500 tons,
as measured under section 14502 of title 46, or
an alternate tonnage measured under section
14302 of such title, as prescribed by the Sec-
retary under section 14104 of such title.

‘(2) GREAT LAKES.—The term ‘Great Lakes’
means the United States waters of Lake Su-
perior, Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, Lake
Erie, and Lake Ontario, their connecting wa-
terways, and their adjacent harbors.

“(3) ICE-COVERED WATERWAY.—The term
‘ice-covered waterway’ means any portion of
the Great Lakes in which commercial vessels
or ferries operate that is 70 percent or great-
er covered by ice, but does not include any
waters adjacent to piers or docks for which
commercial icebreaking services are avail-
able and adequate for the ice conditions.

‘“(4) OPEN TO NAVIGATION.—The term ‘open
to navigation’ means navigable to the extent
necessary, in no particular order of pri-
ority—

‘“(A) to extricate vessels and individuals
from danger;

‘“(B) to prevent damage due to flooding;

‘“(C) to meet the reasonable demands of
commerce;

‘(D) to minimize delays to passenger fer-
ries; and

“(E) to conduct other Coast Guard mis-
sions as required.

¢“(5) REASONABLE DEMANDS OF COMMERCE.—
The term ‘reasonable demands of commerce’
means the safe movement of commercial ves-
sels and ferries transiting ice-covered water-
ways in the Great Lakes, regardless of type
of cargo, at a speed consistent with the de-
sign capability of Coast Guard icebreakers
operating in the Great Lakes and appro-
priate to the ice capability of the commer-
cial vessel.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis
for chapter 5 of title 14, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘“664. Great Lakes icebreaking operations.”’.
SEC. 5212. DATABASE ON ICEBREAKING OPER-
ATIONS IN THE GREAT LAKES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall
establish and maintain a database for col-
lecting, archiving, and disseminating data on
icebreaking operations and commercial ves-
sel and ferry transit in the Great Lakes dur-
ing ice season.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The database required
under subsection (a) shall include the fol-
lowing:

(1) Attempts by commercial vessels and
ferries to transit ice-covered waterways in
the Great Lakes that are unsuccessful be-
cause of inadequate icebreaking.

(2) The period of time that each commer-
cial vessel or ferry was unsuccessful at so
transiting due to inadequate icebreaking.

(3) The amount of time elapsed before each
such commercial vessel or ferry was success-
fully broken out of the ice and whether it
was accomplished by the Coast Guard or by
commercial icebreaking assets.

(4) Relevant communications of each such
commercial vessel or ferry with the Coast
Guard and with commercial icebreaking
services during such period.

(5) A description of any mitigating cir-
cumstance, such as Coast Guard icebreaker
diversions to higher priority missions, that
may have contributed to the amount of time
described in paragraph (3).

(¢) VOLUNTARY REPORTING.—Any reporting
by operators of commercial vessels or ferries
under this section shall be voluntary.

(d) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Com-
mandant shall make the database available
to the public on a publicly accessible inter-
net website of the Coast Guard.
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(e) CONSULTATION WITH INDUSTRY.—With
respect to the Great Lakes icebreaking oper-
ations of the Coast Guard and the develop-
ment of the database required under sub-
section (a), the Commandant shall consult
operators of commercial vessels and ferries.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COMMERCIAL VESSEL.—The term ‘‘com-
mercial vessel” means any privately owned
cargo vessel operating in the Great Lakes
during the winter season of at least 500 tons,
as measured under section 14502 of title 46,
United States Code, or an alternate tonnage
measured under section 14302 of such title, as
prescribed by the Secretary of the depart-
ment in which the Coast Guard is operating
under section 14104 of such title.

(2) GREAT LAKES.—The term ‘“‘Great Lakes”
means the United States waters of Lake Su-
perior, Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, Lake
Erie, and Lake Ontario, their connecting wa-
terways, and their adjacent harbors.

(3) ICE-COVERED WATERWAY.—The term
‘“‘ice-covered waterway’’ means any portion
of the Great Lakes in which commercial ves-
sels or ferries operate that is 70 percent or
greater covered by ice, but does not include
any waters adjacent to piers or docks for
which commercial icebreaking services are
available and adequate for the ice condi-
tions.

(4) OPEN TO NAVIGATION.—The term ‘‘open
to navigation’” means navigable to the ex-
tent necessary, in no particular order of pri-
ority—

(A) to extricate vessels and individuals
from danger;

(B) to prevent damage due to flooding;

(C) to meet the reasonable demands of
commerce;

(D) to minimize delays to passenger ferries;
and

(E) to conduct other Coast Guard missions
as required.

(6) REASONABLE DEMANDS OF COMMERCE.—
The term ‘‘reasonable demands of com-
merce’”’ means the safe movement of com-
mercial vessels and ferries transiting ice-
covered waterways in the Great Lakes, re-
gardless of type of cargo, at a speed con-
sistent with the design capability of Coast
Guard icebreakers operating in the Great
Lakes and appropriate to the ice capability
of the commercial vessel.

(g) PuBLIC REPORT.—Not later than July 1
after the first winter in which the Com-
mandant is subject to the requirements of
section 564 of title 14, United States Code,
the Commandant shall publish on a publicly
accessible internet website of the Coast
Guard a report on the cost to the Coast
Guard of meeting the requirements of that
section.

SEC. 5213. GREAT LAKES SNOWMOBILE ACQUISI-
TION PLAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall
develop a plan to expand snowmobile pro-
curement for Coast Guard units at which
snowmobiles may improve ice rescue re-
sponse times while maintaining the safety of
Coast Guard personnel engaged in search and
rescue. The plan must include consideration
of input from Officers in Charge, Com-
manding Officers, and Commanders of im-
pacted units.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The plan required by sub-
section (a) shall include—

(1) a consideration of input from officers in
charge, commanding officers, and com-
manders of affected Coast Guard units;

(2) a detailed description of the estimated
costs of procuring, maintaining, and training
members of the Coast Guard at affected
units to use snowmobiles; and

(3) an assessment of—

(A) the degree to which snowmobiles may
improve ice rescue response times while
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maintaining the safety of Coast Guard per-
sonnel engaged in search and rescue;

(B) the operational capabilities of a snow-
mobile, as compared to an airboat, and a
force laydown assessment with respect to the
assets needed for effective operations at
Coast Guard units conducting ice rescue ac-
tivities; and

(C) the potential risks to members of the
Coast Guard and members of the public
posed by the use of snowmobiles by members
of the Coast Guard for ice rescue activities.

(c) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—Not later than 1
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Commandant shall finalize the plan
required by subsection (a) and make the plan
available on a publicly accessible internet
website of the Coast Guard.

SEC. 5214. GREAT LAKES BARGE INSPECTION EX-
EMPTION.

Section 3302(m) of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by inserting ‘‘or a Great Lakes barge’ after
‘‘seagoing barge’’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘section 3301(6) of this
title” and inserting ‘‘paragraph (6) or (13) of
section 3301 of this title”.

SEC. 5215. STUDY ON SUFFICIENCY OF COAST
GUARD AVIATION ASSETS TO MEET
MISSION DEMANDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commandant shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives a report on—

(1) the force laydown of Coast Guard avia-
tion assets; and

(2) any geographic gaps in coverage by
Coast Guard assets in areas in which the
Coast Guard has search and rescue respon-
sibilities.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) The distance, time, and weather chal-
lenges that MH-65 and MH-60 units may face
in reaching the outermost limits of the area
of operation of Coast Guard District 9 and
Coast Guard District 8 for which such units
are responsible.

(2) An assessment of the advantages that
Coast Guard fixed-wing assets, or an alter-
nate rotary wing asset, would offer to the
outermost limits of any area of operation for
purposes of search and rescue, law enforce-
ment, ice operations, and logistical missions.

(3) A comparison of advantages and dis-
advantages of the manner in which each of
the Coast Guard fixed-wing aircraft would
operate in the outermost limits of any area
of operation.

(4) A specific assessment of the coverage
gaps, including gaps in fixed-wing coverage,
and potential solutions to address such gaps
in the area of operation of Coast Guard Dis-
trict 9 and Coast Guard District 8, including
the eastern region of such area of operation
with regard to Coast Guard District 9 and
the southern region of such area of operation
with regard to Coast Guard District 8.

Subtitle C—Arctic
SEC. 5221. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ARCTIC SE-
CURITY CUTTER PROGRAM OFFICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commandant shall establish a program
office for the acquisition of the Arctic Secu-
rity Cutter to expedite the evaluation of re-
quirements and initiate design of a vessel
class critical to the national security of the
United States.

(b) DESIGN PHASE.—Not later than 270 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commandant shall initiate the design
phase of the Arctic Security Cutter vessel
class.
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(c) QUARTERLY BRIEFINGS.—Not less fre-
quently than quarterly until the date on
which the contract for acquisition of the
Arctic Security Cutter is awarded, the Com-
mandant shall provide a briefing to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives on the status of re-
quirements evaluations, design of the vessel,
and schedule of the program.

SEC. 5222. ARCTIC ACTIVITIES.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives.

(2) ARrcTIC.—The term ‘‘Arctic’” has the
meaning given such term in section 112 of
the Arctic Research and Policy Act of 1984
(15 U.S.C. 4111).

(b) ARCTIC OPERATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION
REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the department in which the Coast
Guard is operating shall submit a report to
the appropriate committees of Congress that
describes the ability and timeline to conduct
a transit of the Northern Sea Route and peri-
odic transits of the Northwest Passage.

SEC. 5223. STUDY ON ARCTIC OPERATIONS AND
INFRASTRUCTURE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall commence a study on the Arctic oper-
ations and infrastructure of the Coast Guard.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required under
subsection (a) shall assess the following:

(1) The extent of the collaboration between
the Coast Guard and the Department of De-
fense to assess, manage, and mitigate secu-
rity risks in the Arctic region.

(2) Actions taken by the Coast Guard to
manage risks to Coast Guard operations, in-
frastructure, and workforce planning in the
Arctic.

(3) The plans the Coast Guard has in place
for managing and mitigating the risks to
commercial maritime operations and the en-
vironment in the Arctic region.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
commencing the study required under sub-
section (a), the Comptroller General shall
submit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a report on the findings of the study.

Subtitle D—Maritime Cyber and Artificial

Intelligence
SEC. 5231. ENHANCING MARITIME CYBERSECU-
RITY.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CYBER INCIDENT.—The term ‘‘cyber inci-
dent” has the meaning given the term ‘‘inci-
dent” in section 2209(a) of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 659(a)).

(2) MARITIME OPERATORS.—The term ‘‘mari-
time operators’ means the owners or opera-
tors of vessels engaged in commercial serv-
ice, the owners or operators of port facilities,
and port authorities.

(3) PORT FACILITIES.—The term ‘‘port facili-
ties’” has the meaning given the term ‘‘facil-
ity”’ in section 70101 of title 46.

(b) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF CYBERSECURITY
TOOLS AND RESOURCES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commandant, in coordination with the
Administrator of the Maritime Administra-
tion, the Director of the Cybersecurity and
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Infrastructure Security Agency, and the Di-
rector of the National Institute of Standards
and Technology, shall identify and make
available to the public a list of tools and re-
sources, including the resources of the Coast
Guard and the Cybersecurity and Infrastruc-
ture Security Agency, designed to assist
maritime operators in identifying, detecting,
protecting against, mitigating, responding
to, and recovering from cyber incidents.

(2) IDENTIFICATION.—In carrying out para-
graph (1), the Commandant, the Adminis-
trator of the Maritime Administration, the
Director of the Cybersecurity and Infrastruc-
ture Security Agency, and the Director of
the National Institute of Standards and
Technology shall identify tools and re-
sources that—

(A) comply with the cybersecurity frame-
work for improving critical infrastructure
established by the National Institute of
Standards and Technology; or

(B) use the guidelines on maritime cyber
risk management issued by the International
Maritime Organization on July 5, 2017 (or
successor guidelines).

(3) CONSULTATION.—The Commandant, the
Administrator of the Maritime Administra-
tion, the Director of the Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure Security Agency, and the Di-
rector of the National Institute of Standards
and Technology may consult with maritime
operators, other Federal agencies, industry
stakeholders, and cybersecurity experts to
identify tools and resources for purposes of
this section.

SEC. 5232. ESTABLISHMENT OF UNMANNED SYS-
TEM PROGRAM AND AUTONOMOUS
CONTROL AND COMPUTER VISION
TECHNOLOGY PROJECT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 319 of title 14,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

“§319. Unmanned system program and auton-
omous control and computer vision tech-
nology project

‘‘(a) UNMANNED SYSTEM PROGRAM.—The
Secretary shall establish, under the control
of the Commandant, an unmanned system
program for the use by the Coast Guard of
land-based, cutter-based, and aircraft-based
unmanned systems for the purpose of in-
creasing effectiveness and efficiency of mis-
sion execution.

“‘(b) AUTONOMOUS CONTROL AND COMPUTER
VISION TECHNOLOGY PROJECT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall
conduct a project to retrofit 2 or more exist-
ing Coast Guard small boats deployed at
operational units with—

““(A) commercially available autonomous
control and computer vision technology; and

‘(B) such sensors and methods of commu-
nication as are necessary to control, and
technology to assist in conducting, search
and rescue, surveillance, and interdiction
missions.

‘(2) DATA COLLECTION.—As part of the
project required by paragraph (1), the Com-
mandant shall collect and evaluate field-col-
lected operational data from the retrofit de-
scribed in that paragraph so as to inform fu-
ture requirements.

“(3) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days
after the date on which the project required
under paragraph (1) is completed, the Com-
mandant shall provide a briefing to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives on the project that
includes an evaluation of the data collected
from the project.

‘(c) UNMANNED SYSTEM DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘unmanned gsystem’
means—
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‘(1) an unmanned aircraft system (as de-
fined in section 44801 of title 49, United
States Code);

‘(2) an unmanned marine surface system;
and

‘(3) an unmanned marine subsurface sys-
tem.

“(d) CoST ASSESSMENT.—Not later than 1
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Commandant shall provide to Con-
gress an estimate of the costs associated
with implementing the amendments made by
this section.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis
for chapter 3 of title 14, United States Code,
is amended by striking the item relating to
section 319 and inserting the following:
¢319. Unmanned system program and autono-

mous control and computer vi-
sion technology project.”.
SEC. 5233. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE STRATEGY.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF ACTIVITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall es-
tablish a set of activities to coordinate the
efforts of the Coast Guard to develop and
mature artificial intelligence technologies
and transition such technologies into oper-
ational use where appropriate.

(2) EMPHASIS.—The set of activities estab-
lished under paragraph (1) shall—

(A) apply artificial intelligence and ma-
chine-learning solutions to operational and
mission-support problems; and

(B) coordinate activities involving artifi-
cial intelligence and artificial intelligence-
enabled capabilities within the Coast Guard.

(b) DESIGNATED OFFICIAL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Commandant shall designate a senior official
of the Coast Guard (referred to in this sec-
tion as the ‘‘designated official’’) with the
principal responsibility for the coordination
of activities relating to the development and
demonstration of artificial intelligence and
machine learning for the Coast Guard.

(2) DUTIES.—

(A) STRATEGIC PLAN.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The designated official
shall develop a detailed strategic plan to de-
velop, mature, adopt, and transition artifi-
cial intelligence technologies into oper-
ational use where appropriate.

(ii) ELEMENTS.—The plan required by
clause (i) shall include the following:

(I) A strategic roadmap for the identifica-
tion and coordination of the development
and fielding of artificial intelligence tech-
nologies and key enabling capabilities.

(IT) The continuous evaluation and adapta-
tion of relevant artificial intelligence capa-
bilities developed by the Coast Guard and by
other organizations for military missions
and business operations.

(iii) SUBMISSION TO COMMANDANT.—Not
later than 2 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the designated official
shall submit to the Commandant the plan
developed under clause (i).

(B) GOVERNANCE AND OVERSIGHT OF ARTIFI-
CIAL INTELLIGENCE AND MACHINE LEARNING
POLICY.—The designated official shall regu-
larly convene appropriate officials of the
Coast Guard—

(i) to integrate the functional activities of
the Coast Guard with respect to artificial in-
telligence and machine learning;

(ii) to ensure that there are efficient and
effective artificial intelligence and machine-
learning capabilities throughout the Coast
Guard; and

(iii) to develop and continuously improve
research, innovation, policy, joint processes,
and procedures to facilitate the develop-
ment, acquisition, integration, advance-
ment, oversight, and sustainment of artifi-
cial intelligence and machine learning
throughout the Coast Guard.
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(c) ACCELERATION OF DEVELOPMENT AND
FIELDING OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.—To
the extent practicable, the Commandant
shall—

(1) use the flexibility of regulations, per-
sonnel, acquisition, partnerships with indus-
try and academia, or other relevant policies
of the Coast Guard to accelerate the develop-
ment and fielding of artificial intelligence
capabilities;

(2) ensure engagement with defense and
private industries, research universities, and
unaffiliated, nonprofit research institutions;

(3) provide technical advice and support to
entities in the Coast Guard to optimize the
use of artificial intelligence and machine-
learning technologies to meet Coast Guard
missions;

(4) support the development of require-
ments for artificial intelligence capabilities
that address the highest priority capability
gaps of the Coast Guard and technical feasi-
bility;

(5) develop and support capabilities for
technical analysis and assessment of threat
capabilities based on artificial intelligence;

(6) identify the workforce and capabilities
needed to support the artificial intelligence
capabilities and requirements of the Coast
Guard;

(7) develop classification guidance for all
artificial intelligence-related activities of
the Coast Guard;

(8) work with appropriate officials to de-
velop appropriate ethical, legal, and other
policies for the Coast Guard governing the
development and use of artificial intel-
ligence-enabled systems and technologies in
operational situations; and

(9) ensure—

(A) that artificial intelligence programs of
the Coast Guard are consistent with this sec-
tion; and

(B) appropriate coordination of artificial
intelligence activities of the Coast Guard
with interagency, industry, and inter-
national efforts relating to artificial intel-
ligence, including relevant participation in
standards-setting bodies.

(d) INTERIM STRATEGIC PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall
develop a strategic plan to develop, mature,
adopt, and transition artificial intelligence
technologies into operational use where ap-
propriate, that is informed by the plan devel-
oped by the designated official under sub-
section (b)(2)(A).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The plan required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) Each element described in clause (ii) of
subsection (b)(2)(A).

(B) A comnsideration of the identification,
adoption, and procurement of artificial intel-
ligence technologies for use in operational
and mission support activities.

(3) COORDINATION.—In developing the plan
required by paragraph (1), the Commandant
shall coordinate and engage with defense and
private industries, research universities, and
unaffiliated, nonprofit research institutions.

(4) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 1 year after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Commandant shall submit to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives the plan de-
veloped under paragraph (1).

SEC. 5234. REVIEW OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
APPLICATIONS AND ESTABLISH-
MENT OF PERFORMANCE METRICS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commandant shall—

(1) review the potential applications of ar-
tificial intelligence and digital technology to
the platforms, processes, and operations of
the Coast Guard;
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(2) identify the resources necessary to im-
prove the use of artificial intelligence and
digital technology in such platforms, proc-
esses, and operations; and

(3) establish performance objectives and
accompanying metrics for the incorporation
of artificial intelligence and digital readi-
ness into such platforms, processes, and op-
erations.

(b) PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES AND ACCOM-
PANYING METRICS.—

(1) SKILL GAPS.—In carrying out subsection
(a), the Commandant shall—

(A) conduct a comprehensive review and
assessment of—

(i) skill gaps in the fields of software devel-
opment, software engineering, data science,
and artificial intelligence;

(ii) the qualifications of civilian personnel
needed for both management and specialist
tracks in such fields; and

(iii) the qualifications of military per-
sonnel (officer and enlisted) needed for both
management and specialist tracks in such
fields; and

(B) establish recruiting, training, and tal-
ent management performance objectives and
accompanying metrics for achieving and
maintaining staffing levels needed to fill
identified gaps and meet the needs of the
Coast Guard for skilled personnel.

(2) AI MODERNIZATION ACTIVITIES.—In car-
rying out subsection (a), the Commandant
shall—

(A) assess investment by the Coast Guard
in artificial intelligence innovation, science
and technology, and research and develop-
ment;

(B) assess investment by the Coast Guard
in test and evaluation of artificial intel-
ligence capabilities;

(C) assess the integration of, and the re-
sources necessary to better use artificial in-
telligence in wargames, exercises, and ex-
perimentation;

(D) assess the application of, and the re-
sources necessary to better use, artificial in-
telligence in logistics and sustainment sys-
tems;

(E) assess the integration of, and the re-
sources necessary to better use, artificial in-
telligence for administrative functions;

(F) establish performance objectives and
accompanying metrics for artificial intel-
ligence modernization activities of the Coast
Guard; and

(G) identify the resources necessary to ef-
fectively use artificial intelligence to carry
out the missions of the Coast Guard.

(c) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
180 days after the completion of the review
required by subsection (a)(1), the Com-
mandant shall submit to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation and
the Committee on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure and the Committee on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives a report on—

(1) the findings of the Commandant with
respect to such review and any action taken
or proposed to be taken by the Commandant,
and the resources necessary to address such
findings;

(2) the performance objectives and accom-
panying metrics established under sub-
sections (a)(3) and (b)(1)(B); and

(3) any recommendation with respect to
proposals for legislative change necessary to
successfully implement artificial intel-
ligence applications within the Coast Guard.
SEC. 5235. CYBER DATA MANAGEMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant and the
Director of the Cybersecurity and Infrastruc-
ture Security Agency, shall—

(1) develop policies, processes, and oper-
ating procedures governing—
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(A) access to and the ingestion, structure,
storage, and analysis of information and
data relevant to the Coast Guard Cyber Mis-
sion, including—

(i) intelligence data relevant to Coast
Guard missions;

(ii) internet traffic, topology, and activity
data relevant to such missions; and

(iii) cyber threat information relevant to
such missions; and

(B) data management and analytic plat-
forms relating to such missions; and

(2) evaluate data management platforms
referred to in paragraph (1)(B) to ensure that
such platforms operate consistently with the
Coast Guard Data Strategy.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Commandant shall submit to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
and the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate and
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure and the Committee on Homeland
Security of the House of Representatives a
report that includes—

(1) an assessment of the progress on the ac-
tivities required by subsection (a); and

(2) any recommendation with respect to
funding or additional authorities necessary,
including proposals for legislative change, to
improve Coast Guard cyber data manage-
ment.

SEC. 5236. DATA MANAGEMENT.

The Commandant shall develop data
workflows and processes for the leveraging of
mission-relevant data by the Coast Guard to
enhance operational effectiveness and effi-
ciency.

SEC. 5237. STUDY ON CYBER THREATS TO THE
UNITED STATES MARINE TRANSPOR-
TATION SYSTEM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall commence a study on cyber threats to
the United States marine transportation sys-
tem.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required by
paragraph (1) shall assess the following:

(1) The extent to which the Coast Guard, in
collaboration with other Federal agencies,
sets standards for the cybersecurity of facili-
ties and vessels regulated under parts 104,
105, or 106 of title 33 of the Code of Federal
Regulations, as in effect on the date of the
enactment of this Act.

(2) The manner in which the Coast Guard
ensures cybersecurity standards are followed
by port, vessel, and facility owners and oper-
ators.

(3) The extent to which maritime sector-
specific planning addresses cybersecurity,
particularly for vessels and offshore plat-
forms.

(4) The manner in which the Coast Guard,
other Federal agencies, and vessel and off-
shore platform operators exchange informa-
tion regarding cyber risks.

(5) The extent to which the Coast Guard is
developing and deploying cybersecurity spe-
cialists in port and vessel systems and col-
laborating with the private sector to in-
crease the expertise of the Coast Guard with
respect to cybersecurity.

(6) The cyber resource and workforce needs
of the Coast Guard necessary to meet future
mission demands.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
commencing the study required by sub-
section (a), the Comptroller General shall
submit a report on the findings of the study
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate and the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives.

(d) DEFINITION OF FACILITY.—In this sec-
tion the term ‘‘facility’” has the meaning
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given the term in section 70101 of title 46,
United States Code.
Subtitle E—Aviation
SEC. 5241. SPACE-AVAILABLE TRAVEL ON COAST
GUARD AIRCRAFT: PROGRAM AU-
THORIZATION AND ELIGIBLE RE-
CIPIENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter 5
of title 14, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“§509. Space-available travel on Coast Guard
aircraft

‘“(a)(1) The Coast Guard may establish a
program to provide transportation on Coast
Guard aircraft on a space-available basis to
the categories of eligible individuals de-
scribed in subsection (¢) (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘program’).

‘(2) Not later than 1 year after the date on
which the program is established, the Com-
mandant shall develop a policy for its oper-
ation.

‘““(b)(1) The Commandant shall operate the
program in a budget-neutral manner.

‘“(2)(A) Except as provided in subparagraph
(B), no additional funds may be used, or
flight hours performed, for the purpose of
providing transportation under the program.

‘(B) The Commandant may make de mini-
mis expenditures of resources required for
the administrative aspects of the program.

‘“(3) Eligible individuals described in sub-
section (c) shall not be required to reimburse
the Coast Guard for travel provided under
this section.

‘“(c) Subject to subsection (d), the cat-
egories of eligible individuals described in
this subsection are the following:

‘(1) Members of the armed forces on active
duty.

‘“(2) Members of the Selected Reserve who
hold a valid Uniformed Services Identifica-
tion and Privilege Card.

‘“(3) Retired members of a regular or re-
serve component of the armed forces, includ-
ing retired members of reserve components
who, but for being under the eligibility age
applicable under section 12731 of title 10,
would be eligible for retired pay under chap-
ter 1223 of title 10.

‘“(4) Subject to subsection (f), veterans
with a permanent service-connected dis-
ability rated as total.

‘“(5) Such categories of dependents of indi-
viduals described in paragraphs (1) through
(3) as the Commandant shall specify in the
policy under subsection (a)(2), under such
conditions and circumstances as the Com-
mandant shall specify in such policy.

‘“(6) Such other categories of individuals as
the Commandant, in the discretion of the
Commandant, considers appropriate.

‘“(d) In operating the program, the Com-
mandant shall—

‘(1) in the sole discretion of the Com-
mandant, establish an order of priority for
transportation for categories of eligible indi-
viduals that is based on considerations of
military necessity, humanitarian concerns,
and enhancement of morale;

‘“(2) give priority in consideration of trans-
portation to the demands of members of the
armed forces in the regular components and
in the reserve components on active duty
and to the need to provide such members,
and their dependents, a means of respite
from such demands; and

‘“(3) implement policies aimed at ensuring
cost control (as required by subsection (b))
and the safety, security, and efficient proc-
essing of travelers, including limiting the
benefit under the program to 1 or more cat-
egories of otherwise eligible individuals, as
the Commandant considers necessary.

‘“(e)(1) Notwithstanding subsection (d)(1),
in establishing space-available transpor-
tation priorities under the program, the
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Commandant shall provide transportation
for an individual described in paragraph (2),
and a single dependent of the individual if
needed to accompany the individual, at a pri-
ority level in the same category as the pri-
ority level for an unaccompanied dependent
over the age of 18 years traveling on environ-
mental and morale leave.

‘“(2) Subject to paragraph (3), paragraph (1)
applies with respect to an individual de-
scribed in subsection (¢)(3) who—

““(A) resides in or is located in a Common-
wealth or possession of the United States;
and

‘(B) is referred by a military or civilian
primary care provider located in that Com-
monwealth or possession to a specialty care
provider for services to be provided outside
of that Commonwealth or possession.

“3) If an individual described in sub-
section (c¢)(3) is a retired member of a reserve
component who is ineligible for retired pay
under chapter 1223 of title 10 by reason of
being under the eligibility age applicable
under section 12731 of title 10, paragraph (1)
applies to the individual only if the indi-
vidual is also enrolled in the TRICARE pro-
gram for certain members of the Retired Re-
serve authorized under section 1076e of title
10.

‘“(4) The priority for space-available trans-
portation required by this subsection applies
with respect to—

‘“(A) the travel from the Commonwealth or
possession of the United States to receive
the specialty care services; and

‘(B) the return travel.

‘(6) In this subsection, the terms ‘primary
care provider’ and ‘specialty care provider’
refer to a medical or dental professional who
provides health care services under chapter
55 of title 10.

“(f)(1) Travel may not be provided under
this section to a veteran eligible for travel
pursuant to paragraph (4) of subsection (c¢) in
priority over any member eligible for travel
under paragraph (1) of that subsection or any
dependent of such a member eligible for
travel under this section.

‘(2) Subsection (¢)(4) may not be construed
as—

““(A) affecting or in any way imposing on
the Coast Guard, any armed force, or any
commercial entity with which the Coast
Guard or an armed force contracts, an obli-
gation or expectation that the Coast Guard
or such armed force will retrofit or alter, in
any way, military aircraft or commercial
aircraft, or related equipment or facilities,
used or leased by the Coast Guard or such
armed force to accommodate passengers pro-
vided travel under such authority on account
of disability; or

‘(B) preempting the authority of an air-
craft commander to determine who boards
the aircraft and any other matters in con-
nection with safe operation of the aircraft.

‘(g) The authority to provide transpor-
tation under the program is in addition to
any other authority under law to provide
transportation on Coast Guard aircraft on a
space-available basis.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis
for subchapter I of chapter 5 of title 14,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“509. Space-available travel on Coast Guard
aircraft.”.
SEC. 5242. REPORT ON COAST GUARD AIR STA-
TION BARBERS POINT HANGAR.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commandant shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation and the Committee on Appropriations
of the Senate and the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
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Representatives a report on facilities re-
quirements for constructing a hangar at
Coast Guard Air Station Barbers Point at
Oahu, Hawaii.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) A description of the $45,000,000 phase
one design for the hangar at Coast Guard Air
Station Barbers Point funded by the Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2021 (Public Law
116-260; 134 Stat. 1132).

(2) An evaluation of the full facilities re-
quirements for such hangar to house, main-
tain, and operate the MH-65 and HC-130J, in-
cluding—

(A) storage and provision of fuel; and

(B) maintenance and parts storage facili-
ties.

(3) An evaluation of facilities growth re-
quirements for possible future basing of the
MH-60 with the C-130J at Coast Guard Air
Station Barbers Point.

(4) A description of and cost estimate for
each project phase for the construction of
such hangar.

(5) A description of the plan for sheltering
in the hangar during extreme weather events
aircraft of the Coast Guard and partner
agencies, such as the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.

(6) A description of the risks posed to oper-
ations at Coast Guard Air Station Barbers
Point if future project phases for the con-
struction of such hangar are not funded.

SEC. 5243. STUDY ON THE OPERATIONAL AVAIL-
ABILITY OF COAST GUARD AIR-
CRAFT AND STRATEGY FOR COAST
GUARD AVIATION.

(a) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall commence a study on the operational
availability of Coast Guard aircraft.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The study required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An assessment of —

(i) the extent to which the fixed-wing and
rotary-wing aircraft of the Coast Guard have
met annual operational availability targets
in recent years;

(ii) the challenges the Coast Guard may
face with respect to such aircraft meeting
operational availability targets, and the ef-
fects of such challenges on the Coast Guard’s
ability to meet mission requirements; and

(iii) the status of Coast Guard efforts to
upgrade or recapitalize its fleet of such air-
craft to meet growth in future mission de-
mands globally, such as in the Western
Hemisphere, the Arctic region, and the West-
ern Pacific region.

(B) Any recommendation with respect to
the operational availability of Coast Guard
aircraft.

(C) The resource and workforce require-
ments necessary for Coast Guard Aviation to
meet current and future mission demands
specific to each rotary-wing and fixed-wing
airframe type in the current inventory of the
Coast Guard.

(3) REPORT.—On completion of the study
required by paragraph (1), the Comptroller
General shall submit to the Commandant a
report on the findings of the study.

(b) COAST GUARD AVIATION STRATEGY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date on which the study under sub-
section (a) is completed, the Commandant
shall develop a comprehensive strategy for
Coast Guard Aviation that is informed by
the relevant recommendations and findings
of the study.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) With respect to aircraft of the Coast
Guard—

(i) an analysis of—
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(I) the current and future operations and
future resource needs; and

(IT) the manner in which such future needs
are integrated with the Future Vertical Lift
initiatives of the Department of Defense; and

(ii) an estimated timeline with respect to
when such future needs will arise.

(B) The projected number of aviation as-
sets, the locations at which such assets are
to be stationed, the cost of operation and
maintenance of such assets, and an assess-
ment of the capabilities of such assets as
compared to the missions they are expected
to execute, at the completion of major pro-
curement and modernization plans.

(C) A procurement plan, including an esti-
mated timetable and the estimated appro-
priations necessary for all platforms, includ-
ing unmanned aircraft.

(D) A training plan for pilots and aircrew
that addresses—

(i) the use of simulators owned and oper-
ated by the Coast Guard, and simulators that
are not owned or operated by the Coast
Guard, including any such simulators based
outside the United States; and

(ii) the costs associated with attending
training courses.

(E) Current and future requirements for
cutter and land-based deployment of avia-
tion assets globally, including in the Arctic,
the Eastern Pacific, the Western Pacific, the
Caribbean, the Atlantic Basin, and any other
area the Commandant considers appropriate.

(F) A description of the feasibility of de-
ploying, and the resource requirements nec-
essary to deploy, rotary-winged assets on-
board all future Arctic cutter patrols.

(G) An evaluation of current and future fa-
cilities needs for Coast Guard aviation units.

(H) An evaluation of pilot and aircrew
training and retention needs, including avia-
tion career incentive pay, retention bonuses,
and any other workforce tools the Com-
mandant considers necessary.

(3) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after
the date on which the strategy required by
paragraph (1) is completed, the Commandant
shall provide to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a briefing on the strategy.

Subtitle F—Workforce Readiness
SEC. 5251. AUTHORIZED STRENGTH.

Section 3702 of title 14, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘“(c) The Secretary may vary the author-
ized end strength of the Selected Reserve of
the Coast Guard Reserve for a fiscal year by
a number equal to not more than 3 percent of
such end strength upon a determination by
the Secretary that such a variation is in the
national interest.

‘(d) The Commandant may increase the
authorized end strength of the Selected Re-
serve of the Coast Guard Reserve by a num-
ber equal to not more than 2 percent of such
authorized end strength upon a determina-
tion by the Commandant that such an in-
crease would enhance manning and readiness
in essential units or in critical specialties or
ratings.”.

SEC. 5252. NUMBER AND DISTRIBUTION OF OFFI-
CERS ON ACTIVE DUTY PROMOTION
LIST.

(a) MAXIMUM NUMBER OF OFFICERS.—Sec-
tion 2103(a) of title 14, United States Code, is
amended to read as follows:

“‘(a) MAXIMUM TOTAL NUMBER.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The total number of
Coast Guard commissioned officers on the
active duty promotion list, excluding war-
rant officers, shall not exceed 7,400.

“2) TEMPORARY INCREASE.—Notwith-
standing paragraph (1), the Commandant
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may temporarily increase the total number
of commissioned officers permitted under
that paragraph by up to 4 percent for not
more than 60 days after the date of the com-
missioning of a Coast Guard Academy class.

‘“(3) NOTIFICATION.—If the Commandant in-
creases pursuant to paragraph (2) the total
number of commissioned officers permitted
under paragraph (1), the Commandant shall
notify the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives of the number of officers on the active
duty promotion list on the last day of the
preceding 30-day period—

““(A) not later than 30 days after such in-
crease; and

‘““(B) every 30 days thereafter until the
total number of commissioned officers no
longer exceeds the total number of commis-
sioned officers permitted under paragraph
1).”.

(b) OFFICERS NOT ON ACTIVE DUTY PRO-
MOTION LIST.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 51 of title 14,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§5113. Officers not on active duty promotion

list

‘““‘Not later than 60 days after the date on
which the President submits to Congress a
budget pursuant to section 1105(a) of title 31,
the Commandant shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives the number of
Coast Guard officers who are serving at
other Federal agencies on a reimbursable
basis, and the number of Coast Guard offi-
cers who are serving at other Federal agen-
cies on a non-reimbursable basis but are not
on the active duty promotion list.”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for
chapter 51 of title 14, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following:

¢“56113. Officers not on active duty promotion
list.”.
SEC. 5253. CONTINUATION ON ACTIVE DUTY OF
OFFICERS WITH CRITICAL SKILLS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter
21 of title 14, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end the following:

“§2166. Continuation on active duty of offi-
cers with critical skills

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant may
authorize an officer in any grade above grade
0-2 to remain on active duty after the date
otherwise provided for the retirement of the
officer in section 2154 of this title if the offi-
cer possesses a critical skill or specialty or
is in a career field designated pursuant to
subsection (b).

““(b) CRITICAL SKILL, SPECIALTY, OR CAREER
FIELD.—The Commandant shall designate 1
or more critical skills, specialties, or career
fields for purposes of subsection (a).

‘“(c) DURATION OF CONTINUATION.—An offi-
cer continued on active duty pursuant to
this section shall, if not earlier retired, be
retired on the first day of the month after
the month in which the officer completes 40
years of active service.

¢“(d) PoLicY.—The Commandant shall carry
out this section by prescribing policy that
specifies the criteria to be used in desig-
nating any critical skill, specialty, or career
field for purposes of subsection (b).”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis
for subchapter II of chapter 21 of title 14,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

¢“2166. Continuation on active duty of officers
with critical skills.”.
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SEC. 5254. CAREER INCENTIVE PAY FOR MARINE
INSPECTORS.

(a) AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE ASSIGNMENT
PAY OR SPECIAL DUTY PAY.—The Secretary
of the department in which the Coast Guard
is operating may provide assignment pay or
special duty pay under section 352 of title 37,
United States Code, to a member of the
Coast Guard serving in a prevention position
and assigned as a marine inspector or marine
investigator pursuant to section 312 of title
14, United States Code.

(b) ANNUAL BRIEFING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter, the Secretary of the
department in which the Coast Guard is op-
erating shall provide to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a briefing on any uses of the
authority under subsection (a) during the
preceding year.

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each briefing required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) The number of members of the Coast
Guard serving as marine inspectors or ma-
rine investigators pursuant to section 312 of
title 14, United States Code, who are receiv-
ing assignment pay or special duty pay
under section 352 of title 37, United States
Code.

(B) An assessment of the impact of the use
of the authority under this section on the ef-
fectiveness and efficiency of the Coast Guard
in administering the laws and regulations for
the promotion of safety of life and property
on and under the high seas and waters sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of the United States.

(C) An assessment of the effects of assign-
ment pay and special duty pay on retention
of marine inspectors and investigators.

(D) If the authority provided in subsection
(a) is not exercised, a detailed justification
for not exercising such authority, including
an explanation of the efforts the Secretary of
the department in which the Coast Guard is
operating is taking to ensure that the Coast
Guard workforce contains an adequate num-
ber of qualified marine inspectors.

(c) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the department in which
the Coast Guard is operating, in coordina-
tion with the Director of the National Insti-
tute for Occupational Safety and Health,
shall conduct a study on the health of ma-
rine inspectors and marine investigators who
have served in such positions for a period of
not less than least 10 years.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The study required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An evaluation of—

(i) the daily vessel inspection duties of ma-
rine inspectors and marine investigators, in-
cluding the examination of internal cargo
tanks and voids and new construction activi-
ties;

(ii) major incidents to which marine in-
spectors and marine investigators have had
to respond, and any other significant inci-
dent, such as a vessel casualty, that has re-
sulted in the exposure of marine inspectors
and marine investigators to hazardous
chemicals or substances; and

(iii) the types of hazardous chemicals or
substances to which marine inspectors and
marine investigators have been exposed rel-
ative to the effects such chemicals or sub-
stances have had on marine inspectors and
marine investigators.

(B) A review and analysis of the current
Coast Guard health and safety monitoring
systems, and recommendations for improv-
ing such systems, specifically with respect to
the exposure of members of the Coast Guard
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to hazardous substances while carrying out
inspections and investigation duties.

(C) Any other element the Secretary of the
department in which the Coast Guard is op-
erating considers appropriate.

(3) REPORT.—On completion of the study
required by paragraph (1), the Secretary of
the department in which the Coast Guard is
operating shall submit to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a report on the findings of
the study and recommendations for actions
the Commandant should take to improve the
health and exposure of marine inspectors and
marine investigators.

(d) TERMINATION.—The authority provided
by subsection (a) shall terminate on Decem-
ber 31, 2027, unless the study required by sub-
section (c) is completed and submitted as re-
quired by that subsection.

SEC. 5255. EXPANSION OF THE ABILITY FOR SE-
LECTION BOARD TO RECOMMEND
OFFICERS OF PARTICULAR MERIT
FOR PROMOTION.

Section 2116(c)(1) of title 14, United States
Code, is amended, in the second sentence, by
inserting ‘‘three times’ after ‘‘may not ex-
ceed”.

SEC. 5256. MODIFICATION TO EDUCATION LOAN
REPAYMENT PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2772 of title 14,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

“§2772. Education loan repayment program:
members on active duty in specified mili-
tary specialties
‘“(a)(1) Subject to the provisions of this

section, the Secretary may repay—

‘‘(A) any loan made, insured, or guaranteed
under part B of title IV of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1071 et seq.);

‘(B) any loan made under part D of such
title (the William D. Ford Federal Direct
Loan Program, 20 U.S.C. 1087a et seq.);

‘(C) any loan made under part E of such
title (20 U.S.C. 1087aa et seq.); or

‘(D) any loan incurred for educational pur-
poses made by a lender that is—

‘(i) an agency or instrumentality of a
State;

‘“(ii) a financial or credit institution (in-
cluding an insurance company) that is sub-
ject to examination and supervision by an
agency of the United States or any State;

‘“(iii) a pension fund approved by the Sec-
retary for purposes of this section; or

‘“(iv) a nonprofit private entity designated
by a State, regulated by such State, and ap-
proved by the Secretary for purposes of this
section.

‘“(2) Repayment of any such loan shall be
made on the basis of each complete year of
service performed by the borrower.

‘“(3) The Secretary may repay loans de-
scribed in paragraph (1) in the case of any
person for service performed on active duty
as a member in an officer program or mili-
tary specialty specified by the Secretary.

‘“(b) The portion or amount of a loan that
may be repaid under subsection (a) is 33V
percent or $1,500, whichever is greater, for
each year of service.

‘“(c) If a portion of a loan is repaid under
this section for any year, interest on the re-
mainder of such loan shall accrue and be
paid in the same manner as is otherwise re-
quired.

‘‘(d) Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued to authorize refunding any repayment
of a loan.

‘“(e) A person who transfers from service
making the person eligible for repayment of
loans under this section (as described in sub-
section (a)(3)) to service making the person
eligible for repayment of loans under section
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16301 of title 10 (as described in subsection
(a)(2) or (g) of that section) during a year
shall be eligible to have repaid a portion of
such loan determined by giving appropriate
fractional credit for each portion of the year
so served, in accordance with regulations of
the Secretary concerned.

‘“(f) The Secretary shall prescribe a sched-
ule for the allocation of funds made avail-
able to carry out the provisions of this sec-
tion and section 16301 of title 10 during any
year for which funds are not sufficient to pay
the sum of the amounts eligible for repay-
ment under subsection (a) and section
16301(a) of title 10.

‘(g) Except a person described in sub-
section (e) who transfers to service making
the person eligible for repayment of loans
under section 16301 of title 10, a member of
the Coast Guard who fails to complete the
period of service required to qualify for loan
repayment under this section shall be sub-
ject to the repayment provisions of section
303a(e) or 373 of title 37.

‘““(h) The Secretary may prescribe proce-
dures for implementing this section, includ-
ing standards for qualified loans and author-
ized payees and other terms and conditions
for making loan repayments. Such regula-
tions may include exceptions that would
allow for the payment as a lump sum of any
loan repayment due to a member under a
written agreement that existed at the time
of a member’s death or disability.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis
for subchapter III of chapter 27 of title 14,
United States Code, is amended by striking
the item relating to section 2772 and insert-
ing the following:
¢“2772. Education loan repayment program:

members on active duty in
specified military specialties.”.
SEC. 5257. RETIREMENT OF VICE COMMANDANT.

Section 303 of title 14, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) by amending subsection (a)(2) to read as
follows:

‘(2) A Vice Commandant who is retired
while serving as Vice Commandant, after
serving not less than 2 years as Vice Com-
mandant, shall be retired with the grade of
admiral, except as provided in section
306(d).”’; and

(2) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘or Vice
Commandant’ and inserting ‘“‘or as an officer
serving as Vice Commandant who has served
less than 2 years as Vice Commandant’’.

SEC. 5258. REPORT ON RESIGNATION AND RE-
TIREMENT PROCESSING TIMES AND
DENIAL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter, the Commandant
shall submit to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives, a report that evaluates res-
ignation and retirement processing
timelines.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following for the
preceding calendar year—

(1) statistics on the number of resigna-
tions, retirements, and other separations
that occurred;

(2) the processing time for each action de-
scribed in paragraph (1);

(3) the percentage of requests for such ac-
tions that had a command endorsement;

(4) the percentage of requests for such ac-
tions that did not have a command endorse-
ment; and

(5) for each denial of a request for a com-
mand endorsement and each failure to take
action on such a request, a detailed descrip-
tion of the rationale for such denial or fail-
ure to take such action.
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SEC. 5259. PHYSICAL DISABILITY EVALUATION
SYSTEM PROCEDURE REVIEW.

(a) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall complete a study on the Coast Guard
Physical Disability Evaluation System and
medical retirement procedures.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The study required by para-
graph (1) shall review, and provide rec-
ommendations to address, the following:

(A) Coast Guard compliance with all appli-
cable laws, regulations, and policies relating
to the Physical Disability Evaluation Sys-
tem and the Medical Evaluation Board.

(B) Coast Guard compliance with timelines
set forth in—

(i) the instruction of the Commandant en-
titled ‘‘Physical Disability Evaluation Sys-
tem” issued on May 19, 2006 (COMDTNST
M1850.2D); and

(ii) the Physical Disability Evaluation
System Transparency Initiative (ALCGPSC
030/20).

(C) An evaluation of Coast Guard processes
in place to ensure the availability, consist-
ency, and effectiveness of counsel appointed
by the Coast Guard Office of the Judge Advo-
cate General to represent members of the
Coast Guard undergoing an evaluation under
the Physical Disability Evaluation System.

(D) The extent to which the Coast Guard
has and uses processes to ensure that such
counsel may perform their functions in a
manner that is impartial, including being
able to perform their functions without
undue pressure or interference by the com-
mand of the affected member of the Coast
Guard, the Personnel Service Center, and the
United States Coast Guard Office of the
Judge Advocate General.

(E) The frequency with which members of
the Coast Guard seek private counsel in lieu
of counsel appointed by the Coast Guard Of-
fice of the Judge Advocate General, and the
frequency of so doing at each member pay
grade.

(F) The timeliness of determinations, guid-
ance, and access to medical evaluations nec-
essary for retirement or rating determina-
tions and overall well-being of the affected
member of the Coast Guard.

(G) The guidance, formal or otherwise, pro-
vided by the Personnel Service Center and
the Coast Guard Office of the Judge Advo-
cate General, other than the counsel directly
representing affected members of the Coast
Guard, in communication with medical per-
sonnel examining members.

(H) The guidance, formal or otherwise, pro-
vided by the medical professionals reviewing
cases within the Physical Disability Evalua-
tion System to affected members of the
Coast Guard, and the extent to which such
guidance is disclosed to the commanders,
commanding officers, or other members of
the Coast Guard in the chain of command of
such affected members.

(I) The feasibility of establishing a pro-
gram to allow members of the Coast Guard
to select an expedited review to ensure com-
pletion of the Medical Evaluation Board re-
port not later than 180 days after the date on
which such review was initiated.

(b) REPORT.—The Comptroller General
shall submit to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a report on the findings of
the study conducted under subsection (a) and
recommendations for improving the physical
disability evaluation system process.

(¢) UPDATED POLICY GUIDANCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date on which the report under sub-
section (b) is submitted, the Commandant
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shall issue updated policy guidance in re-
sponse to the findings and recommendations
contained in the report.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The updated policy guid-
ance required by paragraph (1) shall include
the following:

(A) A requirement that a member of the
Coast Guard, or the counsel of such a mem-
ber, shall be informed of the contents of, and
afforded the option to be present for, any
communication between the member’s com-
mand and the Personnel Service Center, or
other Coast Guard entity, with respect to the
duty status of the member.

(B) An exception to the requirement de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) that such a
member or the counsel of the member is not
required to be informed of the contents of
such a communication if it is demonstrated
that there is a legitimate health and safety
need for the member to be excluded from
such communications, supported by a med-
ical opinion that such exclusion is necessary
for the health or safety of the member, com-
mand, or any other individual.

(C) An option to allow a member of the
Coast Guard to initiate an evaluation by a
Medical Evaluation Board if a Coast Guard
healthcare provider, or other military
healthcare provider, has raised a concern
about the ability of the member to continue
serving in the Coast Guard, in accordance
with existing medical and physical disability
policy.

(D) An updated policy to remove the com-
mand endorsement requirement for retire-
ment or separation unless absolutely nec-
essary for the benefit of the United States.
SEC. 5260. EXPANSION OF AUTHORITY FOR

MULTIRATER ASSESSMENTS OF CER-
TAIN PERSONNEL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2182(a) of title 14,
United States Code, is amended by striking
paragraph (2) and inserting the following:

‘“(2) OFFICERS.—Each officer of the Coast
Guard shall undergo a multirater assessment
before promotion to—

““(A) the grade of 0-4;

‘“(B) the grade of O-5; and

‘“(C) the grade of O-6.

‘“(3) ENLISTED MEMBERS.—Each enlisted
member of the Coast Guard shall undergo a
multirater assessment before advancement
to—

‘“(A) the grade of E-T;

‘(B) the grade of E-8;

‘“(C) the grade of E-9; and

‘(D) the grade of E-10.

‘“(4) SELECTION.—A reviewee shall not be
permitted to select the peers and subordi-
nates who provide opinions for his or her
multirater assessment.

‘“(5) POST-ASSESSMENT ELEMENTS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Following an assess-
ment of an individual pursuant to para-
graphs (1) through (3), the individual shall be
provided appropriate post-assessment coun-
seling and leadership coaching.

‘(B) AVAILABILITY OF RESULTS.—The super-
visor of the individual assessed shall be pro-
vided with the results of the multirater as-
sessment.”’.

(b) COST ASSESSMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Commandant shall provide to the appro-
priate committees of Congress an estimate
of the costs associated with implementing
the amendment made by this section.

(2) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘ap-
propriate committees of Congress’” means—

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation and the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives.
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SEC. 5261. PROMOTION PARITY.

(a) INFORMATION TO BE FURNISHED.—Sec-
tion 2115(a) of title 14, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘; and” and
inserting a semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

““(3) in the case of an eligible officer con-
sidered for promotion to a rank above lieu-
tenant, any credible information of an ad-
verse nature, including any substantiated
adverse finding or conclusion from an offi-
cially documented investigation or inquiry
and any information placed in the personnel
service record of the officer under section
1745(a) of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2014 (Public Law 113-66;
10 U.S.C. 1561 note), shall be furnished to the
selection board in accordance with standards
and procedures set out in the regulations
prescribed by the Secretary.”.

(b) SPECIAL SELECTION REVIEW BOARDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter 21
of title 14, United States Code, is amended by
inserting after section 2120 the following:

“§2120a. Special selection review boards

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) If the Secretary de-
termines that a person recommended by a
promotion board for promotion to a grade at
or below the grade of rear admiral is the sub-
ject of credible information of an adverse na-
ture, including any substantiated adverse
finding or conclusion described in section
2115(a)(3) of this title that was not furnished
to the promotion board during its consider-
ation of the person for promotion as other-
wise required by such section, the Secretary
shall convene a special selection review
board under this section to review the person
and recommend whether the recommenda-
tion for promotion of the person should be
sustained.

‘(2) If a person and the recommendation
for promotion of the person is subject to re-
view under this section by a special selection
review board convened under this section,
the name of the person—

‘‘(A) shall not be disseminated or publicly
released on the list of officers recommended
for promotion by the promotion board rec-
ommending the promotion of the person; and

‘“(B) shall not be forwarded to the Presi-
dent or the Senate, as applicable, or included
on a promotion list under section 2121 of this
title.

‘‘(b) CONVENING.—(1) Any special selection
review board convened under this section
shall be convened in accordance with the
provisions of section 2120(c) of this title.

‘“(2) Any special selection review board
convened under this section may review such
number of persons, and recommendations for
promotion of such persons, as the Secretary
shall specify in convening such special selec-
tion review board.

“(c) INFORMATION CONSIDERED.—(1) In re-
viewing a person and recommending whether
the recommendation for promotion of the
person should be sustained under this sec-
tion, a special selection review board con-
vened under this section shall be furnished
and consider the following:

‘““(A) The record and information con-
cerning the person furnished in accordance
with section 2115 of this title to the pro-
motion board that recommended the person
for promotion.

‘(B) Any credible information of an ad-
verse nature on the person, including any
substantiated adverse finding or conclusion
from an officially documented investigation
or inquiry described in section 2115(a)(3) of
this title.

‘“(2) The furnishing of information to a spe-
cial selection review board under paragraph
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(1)(B) shall be governed by the standards and
procedures referred to in section 2115 of this
title.

““(3)(A) Before information on a person de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(B) is furnished to a
special selection review board for purposes of
this section, the Secretary shall ensure
that—

‘(i) such information is made available to
the person; and

‘“(ii) subject to subparagraphs (C) and (D),
the person is afforded a reasonable oppor-
tunity to submit comments on such informa-
tion to the special selection review board be-
fore its review of the person and the rec-
ommendation for promotion of the person
under this section.

“(B) If information on a person described
in paragraph (1)(B) is not made available to
the person as otherwise required by subpara-
graph (A)(i) due to the classification status
of such information, the person shall, to the
maximum extent practicable, be furnished a
summary of such information appropriate to
the person’s authorization for access to clas-
sified information.

“(C)d) An opportunity to submit com-
ments on information is not required for a
person under subparagraph (A)(ii) if—

“(I) such information was made available
to the person in connection with the fur-
nishing of such information under section
2115(a) of this title to the promotion board
that recommended the promotion of the per-
son subject to review under this section; and

“(IT) the person submitted comments on
such information to that promotion board.

‘(ii) The comments on information of a
person described in clause (i)(II) shall be fur-
nished to the special selection review board.

‘(D) A person may waive either or both of
the following:

‘(i) The right to submit comments to a
special selection review board under sub-
paragraph (A)(ii).

‘“(ii) The furnishing of comments to a spe-
cial selection review board under subpara-
graph (C)(ii).

‘‘(d) CONSIDERATION.—(1) In considering the
record and information on a person under
this section, the special selection review
board shall compare such record and infor-
mation with an appropriate sampling of the
records of those officers who were rec-
ommended for promotion by the promotion
board that recommended the person for pro-
motion, and an appropriate sampling of the
records of those officers who were considered
by and not recommended for promotion by
that promotion board.

‘‘(2) Records and information shall be pre-
sented to a special selection review board for
purposes of paragraph (1) in a manner that
does not indicate or disclose the person or
persons for whom the special selection re-
view board was convened.

““(3) In considering whether the rec-
ommendation for promotion of a person
should be sustained under this section, a spe-
cial selection review board shall, to the
greatest extent practicable, apply standards
used by the promotion board that rec-
ommended the person for promotion.

‘“(4) The recommendation for promotion of
a person may be sustained under this section
only if the special selection review board de-
termines that the person—

‘“(A) ranks on an order of merit created by
the special selection review board as better
qualified for promotion than the sample offi-
cer highest on the order of merit list who
was considered by and not recommended for
promotion by the promotion board con-
cerned; and

“(B) is comparable in qualification for pro-
motion to those sample officers who were
recommended for promotion by that pro-
motion board.
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“(5) A recommendation for promotion of a
person may be sustained under this section
only by a vote of a majority of the members
of the special selection review board.

‘(6) If a special selection review board does
not sustain a recommendation for promotion
of a person under this section, the person
shall be considered to have failed of selection
for promotion.

‘“(e) REPORTS.—(1) Each special selection
review board convened under this section
shall submit to the Secretary a written re-
port, signed by each member of the board,
containing the name of each person whose
recommendation for promotion it rec-
ommends for sustainment and -certifying
that the board has carefully considered the
record and information of each person whose
name was referred to it.

‘“(2) The provisions of section 2117(a) of this
title apply to the report and proceedings of a
special selection review board convened
under this section in the same manner as
they apply to the report and proceedings of
a promotion board convened under section
2106 of this title.

“(f) APPOINTMENT OF PERSONS.—(1) If the
report of a special selection review board
convened under this section recommends the
sustainment of the recommendation for pro-
motion to the next higher grade of a person
whose name was referred to it for review
under this section, and the President ap-
proves the report, the person shall, as soon
as practicable, be appointed to that grade in
accordance with section 2121 of this title.

‘“(2) A person who is appointed to the next
higher grade as described in paragraph (1)
shall, upon that appointment, have the same
date of rank, the same effective date for the
pay and allowances of that grade, and the
same position on the active-duty list as the
person would have had pursuant to the origi-
nal recommendation for promotion of the
promotion board concerned.

‘(g) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall
prescribe regulations to carry out this sec-
tion.

““(h) PROMOTION BOARD DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘promotion board’ means a
selection board convened by the Secretary
under section 2106 of this title.”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for
subchapter I of chapter 21 of title 14, United
States Code, is amended by inserting after
the item relating to section 2120 the fol-
lowing:
¢“2120a. Special selection review boards.”’.

(¢) AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION.—Section
2118 of title 14, United States Code, is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following:

‘“(e) If the Secretary makes a recommenda-
tion under this section that the name of an
officer be removed from a report of a selec-
tion board and the recommendation is ac-
companied by information that was not pre-
sented to that selection board, that informa-
tion shall be made available to that officer.
The officer shall then be afforded a reason-
able opportunity to submit comments on
that information to the officials making the
recommendation and the officials reviewing
the recommendation. If an eligible officer
cannot be given access to such information
because of its classification status, the offi-
cer shall, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, be provided with an appropriate
summary of the information.”.

(d) DELAY OF PROMOTION.—Section 2121(f)
of title 14, United States Code, is amended to
read as follows:

‘“(f)(1) The promotion of an officer may be
delayed without prejudice if any of the fol-
lowing applies:

‘“(A) The officer is under investigation or
proceedings of a court-martial or a board of
officers are pending against the officer.
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‘“(B) A criminal proceeding in a Federal or
State court is pending against the officer.

‘(C) The Secretary determines that cred-
ible information of an adverse nature, in-
cluding a substantiated adverse finding or
conclusion described in section 2115(a)(3),
with respect to the officer will result in the
convening of a special selection review board
under section 2120a of this title to review the
officer and recommend whether the rec-
ommendation for promotion of the officer
should be sustained.

““(2)(A) Subject to subparagraph (B), a pro-
motion may be delayed under this subsection
until, as applicable—

‘(i) the completion of the investigation or
proceedings described in subparagraph (A);

‘‘(ii) a final decision in the proceeding de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) is issued; or

‘“(iii) the special selection review board
convened under section 2120a of this title
issues recommendations with respect to the
officer.

‘(B) Unless the Secretary determines that
a further delay is necessary in the public in-
terest, a promotion may not be delayed
under this subsection for more than one year
after the date the officer would otherwise
have been promoted.

“(3) An officer whose promotion is delayed
under this subsection and who is subse-
quently promoted shall be given the date of
rank and position on the active duty pro-
motion list in the grade to which promoted
that he would have held had his promotion
not been so delayed.”.

SEC. 5262. PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM TO DIVER-
SIFY THE COAST GUARD.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Commandant
shall establish a program for the purpose of
increasing the number of underrepresented
minorities in the enlisted ranks of the Coast
Guard.

(b) PARTNERSHIPS.—In carrying out the
program established under subsection (a),
the Commandant shall—

(1) seek to enter into 1 or more partner-
ships with eligible entities—

(A) to increase the visibility of Coast
Guard careers;

(B) to promote curriculum development—

(i) to enable acceptance into the Coast
Guard; and

(ii) to improve success on relevant exams,
such as the Armed Services Vocational Apti-
tude Battery; and

(C) to provide mentoring for students en-
tering and beginning Coast Guard careers;
and

(2) enter into a partnership with an exist-
ing Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps
for the purpose of promoting Coast Guard ca-
reers.

(¢) ELIGIBLE INSTITUTION DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘eligible institution”
means—

(1) an institution of higher education (as
defined in section 101 of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001));

(2) an institution that provides a level of
educational attainment that is less than a
bachelor’s degree;

(3) a part B institution (as defined in sec-
tion 322 of the Higher Education Act of 1965
(20 U.S.C. 1061));

(4) a Tribal College or University (as de-
fined in section 316(b) of that Act (20 U.S.C.
1059¢(b)));

(5) a Hispanic-serving institution (as de-
fined in section 502 of that Act (20 U.S.C.
1101a));

(6) an Alaska Native-serving institution or
a Native Hawaiian-serving institution (as de-
fined in section 317(b) of that Act (20 U.S.C.
1059d(b)));

(7) a Predominantly Black institution (as
defined in section 371(c) of that Act (20
U.S.C. 1071q(c)));
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(8) an Asian American and Native Amer-
ican Pacific Islander-serving institution (as
defined in such section); and

(9) a Native American-serving nontribal in-
stitution (as defined in such section).

SEC. 5263. EXPANSION OF COAST GUARD JUNIOR
RESERVE OFFICERS’ TRAINING
CORPS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 320 of title 14,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-
section (d);

(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (¢)” and inserting ‘‘subsection (d)’’;
and

(3) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(c) SCOPE.—Beginning on December 31,
2025, the Secretary of the department in
which the Coast Guard is operating shall
maintain at all times a Junior Reserve Offi-
cers’ Training Corps program with not fewer
than 1 such program established in each
Coast Guard district.”.

(b) COST ASSESSMENT.—Not later than 1
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of the department in
which the Coast Guard is operating shall
provide to Congress an estimate of the costs
associated with implementing the amend-
ments made by this section.

SEC. 5264. IMPROVING REPRESENTATION OF
WOMEN AND RACIAL AND ETHNIC
MINORITIES AMONG COAST GUARD
ACTIVE-DUTY MEMBERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
in consultation with the Advisory Board on
Women at the Coast Guard Academy estab-
lished under section 1904 of title 14, United
States Code, and the minority outreach team
program established by section 1905 of such
title, the Commandant shall—

(1) determine which recommendations in
the RAND representation report may prac-
ticably be implemented to promote improved
representation in the Coast Guard of—

(A) women; and

(B) racial and ethnic minorities; and

(2) submit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a report on the actions the Com-
mandant has taken, or plans to take, to im-
plement such recommendations.

(b) CURRICULUM AND TRAINING.—In the case
of any action the Commandant plans to take
to implement recommendations described in
subsection (a)(1) that relate to modification
or development of curriculum and training,
such modified curriculum and training shall
be provided at officer and accession points
and at leadership courses managed by the
Coast Guard Leadership Development Cen-
ter.

(c) DEFINITION OF RAND REPRESENTATION
REPORT.—In this section, the term ‘“RAND
representation report’”” means the report of
the Homeland Security Operational Analysis
Center of the RAND Corporation entitled
“Improving the Representation of Women
and Racial/Ethnic Minorities Among U.S.
Coast Guard Active-Duty Members’ issued
on August 11, 2021.

SEC. 5265. STRATEGY TO ENHANCE DIVERSITY
THROUGH RECRUITMENT AND AC-
CESSION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall
develop a 10-year strategy to enhance Coast
Guard diversity through recruitment and ac-
cession—

(1) at educational institutions at the high
school and higher education levels; and

(2) for the officer and enlisted ranks.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
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the Commandant shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives a report on the
strategy developed under subsection (a).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) A description of existing Coast Guard
recruitment and accession programs at edu-
cational institutions at the high school and
higher education levels.

(B) An explanation of the manner in which
the strategy supports the Coast Guard’s
overall diversity and inclusion action plan.

(C) A description of the manner in which
existing programs and partnerships will be
modified or expanded to enhance diversity in
recruiting and accession at the high school
and higher education levels.

SEC. 5266. SUPPORT FOR COAST GUARD ACAD-
EMY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter 9
of title 14, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“§953. Support for Coast Guard Academy

‘“(a) AUTHORITY.—

‘(1) CONTRACTS AND COOPERATIVE AGREE-
MENTS.—(A) The Commandant may enter
contract and cooperative agreements with 1
or more qualified organizations for the pur-
pose of supporting the athletic programs of
the Coast Guard Academy.

‘(B) Notwithstanding section 3201(e) of
title 10, the Commandant may enter into
such contracts and cooperative agreements
on a sole source basis pursuant to section
3204(a) of title 10.

‘“(C) Notwithstanding chapter 63 of title 31,
a cooperative agreement under this section
may be used to acquire property or services
for the direct benefit or use of the Coast
Guard Academy.

“(2) FINANCIAL CONTROLS.—(A) Before en-
tering into a contract or cooperative agree-
ment under paragraph (1), the Commandant
shall ensure that the contract or agreement
includes appropriate financial controls to ac-
count for the resources of the Coast Guard
Academy and the qualified organization con-
cerned in accordance with accepted account-
ing principles.

“(B) Any such contract or cooperative
agreement shall contain a provision that al-
lows the Commandant to review, as the Com-
mandant considers necessary, the financial
accounts of the qualified organization to de-
termine whether the operations of the quali-
fied organization—

‘(i) are consistent with the terms of the
contract or cooperative agreement; and

‘“(ii) would compromise the integrity or ap-
pearance of integrity of any program of the
Department of Homeland Security.

‘“(3) LEASES.—For the purpose of sup-
porting the athletic programs of the Coast
Guard Academy, the Commandant may, con-
sistent with section 504(a)(13), rent or lease
real property located at the Coast Guard
Academy to a qualified organization, except
that proceeds from such a lease shall be re-
tained and expended in accordance with sub-
section (f).

““(b) SUPPORT SERVICES.—

‘(1) AUTHORITY.—To the extent required by
a contract or cooperative agreement under
subsection (a), the Commandant may provide
support services to a qualified organization
while the qualified organization conducts its
support activities at the Coast Guard Acad-
emy only if the Commandant determines
that the provision of such services is essen-
tial for the support of the athletic programs
of the Coast Guard Academy.

¢(2) NO LIABILITY OF THE UNITED STATES.—
Support services may only be provided with-
out any liability of the United States to a
qualified organization.
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‘(3) SUPPORT SERVICES DEFINED.—In this
subsection, the term ‘support services’ in-
cludes utilities, office furnishings and equip-
ment, communications services, records
staging and archiving, audio and video sup-
port, and security systems, in conjunction
with the leasing or licensing of property.

‘‘(c) TRANSFERS FROM NONAPPROPRIATED
FUND OPERATION.—(1) Except as provided in
paragraph (2), the Commandant may, subject
to the acceptance of the qualified organiza-
tion concerned, transfer to the qualified or-
ganization all title to and ownership of the
assets and liabilities of the Coast Guard non-
appropriated fund instrumentality, the func-
tion of which includes providing support for
the athletic programs of the Coast Guard
Academy, including bank accounts and fi-
nancial reserves in the accounts of such fund
instrumentality, equipment, supplies, and
other personal property.

‘“(2) The Commandant may not transfer
under paragraph (1) any interest in real prop-
erty.

‘(d) ACCEPTANCE OF SUPPORT FROM QUALI-
FIED ORGANIZATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
1342 of title 31, the Commandant may accept
from a qualified organization funds, supplies,
and services for the support of the athletic
programs of the Coast Guard Academy.

‘(2) EMPLOYEES OF QUALIFIED ORGANIZA-
TION.—For purposes of this section, employ-
ees or personnel of the qualified organization
may not be considered to be employees of the
United States.

‘“(3) FUNDS RECEIVED FROM NCAA.—The
Commandant may accept funds from the Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association to
support the athletic programs of the Coast
Guard Academy.

‘“(4) LIMITATION.—The Commandant shall
ensure that contributions under this sub-
section and expenditure of funds pursuant to
subsection (f)—

“‘(A) do not reflect unfavorably on the abil-
ity of the Coast Guard, any employee of the
Coast Guard, or any member of the armed
forces (as defined in section 101(a) of title 10)
to carry out any responsibility or duty in a
fair and objective manner; or

‘“(B) compromise the integrity or appear-
ance of integrity of any program of the Coast
Guard, or any individual involved in such a
program.

‘‘(e) TRADEMARKS AND SERVICE MARKS.—

(1) LICENSING, MARKETING, AND SPONSOR-
SHIP AGREEMENTS.—An agreement under sub-
section (a) may, consistent with section 2260
of title 10 (other than subsection (d) of such
section), authorize a qualified organization
to enter into licensing, marketing, and spon-
sorship agreements relating to trademarks
and service marks identifying the Coast
Guard Academy, subject to the approval of
the Commandant.

¢(2) LIMITATIONS.—A licensing, marketing,
or sponsorship agreement may not be en-
tered into under paragraph (1) if—

““(A) such agreement would reflect unfavor-
ably on the ability of the Coast Guard, any
employee of the Coast Guard, or any member
of the armed forces to carry out any respon-
sibility or duty in a fair and objective man-
ner; or

‘(B) the Commandant determines that the
use of the trademark or service mark would
compromise the integrity or appearance of
integrity of any program of the Coast Guard
or any individual involved in such a pro-
gram.

*“(f) RETENTION AND USE OF FUNDS.—Funds
received by the Commandant under this sec-
tion may be retained for use to support the
athletic programs of the Coast Guard Acad-
emy and shall remain available until ex-
pended.
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“(g) SERVICE ON QUALIFIED ORGANIZATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS.—A qualified organiza-
tion is a designated entity for which author-
ization under sections 1033(a) and 1589(a) of
title 10, may be provided.

‘“(h) CONDITIONS.—The authority provided
in this section with respect to a qualified or-
ganization is available only so long as the
qualified organization continues—

‘(1) to qualify as a nonprofit organization
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 and operates in accordance
with this section, the law of the State of
Connecticut, and the constitution and by-
laws of the qualified organization; and

‘“(2) to operate exclusively to support the
athletic programs of the Coast Guard Acad-
emy.
‘(1) QUALIFIED ORGANIZATION DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘qualified organiza-
tion’ means an organization—

‘(1) described in subsection (c¢)(3) of section
501 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and
exempt from taxation under subsection (a) of
that section; and

¢“(2) established by the Coast Guard Acad-
emy Alumni Association solely for the pur-
pose of supporting Coast Guard athletics.
“§954. Mixed-funded athletic and rec-

reational extracurricular programs: author-

ity to manage appropriated funds in same
manner as nonappropriated funds

‘“(a) AUTHORITY.—In the case of a Coast
Guard Academy mixed-funded athletic or
recreational extracurricular program, the
Commandant may designate funds appro-
priated to the Coast Guard and available for
that program to be treated as non-
appropriated funds and expended for that
program in accordance with laws applicable
to the expenditure of nonappropriated funds.
Appropriated funds so designated shall be
considered to be nonappropriated funds for
all purposes and shall remain available until
expended.

‘““(b) COVERED PROGRAMS.—In this section,
the term ‘Coast Guard Academy mixed-fund-
ed athletic or recreational extracurricular
program’ means an athletic or recreational
extracurricular program of the Coast Guard
Academy to which each of the following ap-
plies:

‘(1) The program is not considered a mo-
rale, welfare, or recreation program.

‘“(2) The program is supported through ap-
propriated funds.

‘“(3) The program is supported by a non-
appropriated fund instrumentality.

‘“(4) The program is not a private organiza-
tion and is not operated by a private organi-
zation.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis
for subchapter II of chapter 9 of title 14,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:
¢953. Support for Coast Guard Academy.

*‘954. Mixed-funded athletic and recreational
extracurricular programs: au-
thority to manage appropriated
funds in same manner as non-
appropriated funds.”’.

SEC. 5267. TRAINING FOR CONGRESSIONAL AF-

FAIRS PERSONNEL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 315 of title 14,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

“§315. Training for congressional affairs per-

sonnel

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall
develop a training course, which shall be ad-
ministered in person, on the workings of
Congress for any member of the Coast Guard
selected for a position as a fellow, liaison,
counsel, administrative staff for the Coast
Guard Office of Congressional and Govern-
mental Affairs, or any Coast Guard district
or area governmental affairs officer.
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“(b) COURSE SUBJECT MATTER.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The training course re-
quired by this section shall provide an over-
view and introduction to Congress and the
Federal legislative process, including—

‘“(A) the congressional budget process;

‘“(B) the congressional appropriations proc-
ess;

‘“(C) the congressional authorization proc-
ess;

‘(D) the Senate advice and consent process
for Presidential nominees;

‘“(E) the Senate advice and consent process
for treaty ratification;

‘“(F) the roles of Members of Congress and
congressional staff in the legislative process;

‘(G) the concept and underlying purposes
of congressional oversight within the govern-
ance framework of separation of powers;

‘“(H) the roles of Coast Guard fellows, liai-
sons, counsels, governmental affairs officers,
the Coast Guard Office of Program Review,
the Coast Guard Headquarters program of-
fices, and any other entity the Commandant
considers relevant; and

‘“(I) the roles and responsibilities of Coast
Guard public affairs and external commu-
nications personnel with respect to Members
of Congress and their staff necessary to en-
hance communication between Coast Guard
units, sectors, and districts and Member of-
fices and committees of jurisdiction so as to
ensure visibility of Coast Guard activities.

‘“(2) DETAIL WITHIN COAST GUARD OFFICE OF
BUDGET AND PROGRAMS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—At the written request
of the receiving congressional office, the
training course required by this section shall
include a multi-day detail within the Coast
Guard Office of Budget and Programs to en-
sure adequate exposure to Coast Guard pol-
icy, oversight, and requests from Congress.

“(B) NONCONSECUTIVE DETAIL PERMITTED.—
A detail under this paragraph is not required
to be consecutive with the balance of the
training.

““(c) COMPLETION OF REQUIRED TRAINING.—A
member of the Coast Guard selected for a po-
sition described in subsection (a) shall com-
plete the training required by this section
before the date on which such member re-
ports for duty for such position.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis
for chapter 3 of title 14, United States Code,
is amended by striking the item relating to
section 315 and inserting the following:
¢“315. Training for congressional affairs per-

sonnel.”.

STRATEGY FOR RETENTION OF
CUTTERMEN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Commandant shall publish a strategy to im-
prove incentives to attract and retain a di-
verse workforce serving on Coast Guard cut-
ters.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required by
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) Policies to improve flexibility in the
afloat career path, including a policy that
enables members of the Coast Guard serving
on Coast Guard cutters to transition between
operations afloat and operations ashore as-
signments without detriment to their career
progression.

(2) A review of current officer require-
ments for afloat positions at each pay grade,
and an assessment as to whether such re-
quirements are appropriate or present undue
limitations.

(3) Strategies to improve crew comfort
afloat, such as berthing modifications to ac-
commodate all crewmembers.

(4) Actionable steps to improve access to
high-speed internet capable of video con-
ference for the purposes of medical, edu-
cational, and personal use by members of the
Coast Guard serving on Coast Guard cutters.
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(6) An assessment of the effectiveness of
bonuses to attract members to serve at sea
and retain talented members of the Coast
Guard serving on Coast Guard cutters to
serve as leaders in senior enlisted positions,
department head positions, and command po-
sitions.

(6) Policies to ensure that high-performing
members of the Coast Guard serving on
Coast Guard cutters are competitive for spe-
cial assignments, postgraduate education,
senior service schools, and other career-en-
hancing positions.

SEC. 5269. STUDY ON PERFORMANCE OF COAST
GUARD FORCE READINESS COM-
MAND.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall commence a study on the performance
of the Coast Guard Force Readiness Com-
mand.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required by sub-
section (a) shall include an assessment of the
following:

(1) The actions the Force Readiness Com-
mand has taken to develop and implement
training for the Coast Guard workforce.

(2) The extent to which the Force Readi-
ness Command—

(A) has assessed performance, policy, and
training compliance across Force Readiness
Command headquarters and field units, and
the results of any such assessment; and

(B) is modifying and expanding Coast
Guard training to match the future demands
of the Coast Guard with respect to growth in
workforce numbers, modernization of assets
and infrastructure, and increased global mis-
sion demands relating to the Arctic and
Western Pacific regions and cyberspace.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the study required by subsection (a) com-
mences, the Comptroller General shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a report on the findings of the study.
SEC. 5270. STUDY ON FREQUENCY OF WEAPONS

TRAINING FOR COAST GUARD PER-
SONNEL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall
conduct a study to assess whether current
weapons training required for Coast Guard
law enforcement and other relevant per-
sonnel is sufficient.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required by sub-
section (a) shall—

(1) assess whether there is a need to im-
prove weapons training for Coast Guard law
enforcement and other relevant personnel;
and

(2) identify—

(A) the frequency of such training most
likely to ensure adequate weapons training,

proficiency, and safety among such per-
sonnel;

(B) Coast Guard law enforcement and other
applicable personnel who should be

prioritized to receive such improved train-
ing; and

(C) any challenge posed by a transition to
improving such training and offering such
training more frequently, and the resources
necessary to address such a challenge.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Commandant shall submit to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate and the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a report on the findings of
the study conducted under subsection (a).

Subtitle G—Miscellaneous Provisions
SEC. 5281. BUDGETING OF COAST GUARD RELAT-
ING TO CERTAIN OPERATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 51 of title 14,

United States Code, as amended by section
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52562(b), is further amended by adding at the

end the following:

“§5114. Expenses of performing and exe-
cuting defense readiness missions and
other activities unrelated to Coast Guard
missions
““Not later than 1 year after the date of the

enactment of this section, and every Feb-

ruary 1 thereafter, the Commandant shall
submit to the Committee on Commerce,

Science, and Transportation of the Senate

and the Committee on Transportation and

Infrastructure of the House of Representa-

tives a report that adequately represents a

calculation of the annual costs and expendi-

tures of performing and executing all defense
readiness mission activities, including—

‘(1) all expenses related to the Coast
Guard’s coordination, training, and execu-
tion of defense readiness mission activities
in the Coast Guard’s capacity as an armed
force (as such term is defined in section 101
of title 10) in support of Department of De-
fense national security operations and ac-
tivities or for any other military department
or Defense Agency (as such terms are defined
in such section);

‘“(2) costs associated with Coast Guard de-
tachments assigned in support of the Coast
Guard’s defense readiness mission; and

‘“(3) any other related expenses, costs, or
matters the Commandant considers appro-
priate or otherwise of interest to Congress.” .

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis
for chapter 51 of title 14, United States Code,
as amended by section 5252(b), is further
amended by adding at the end the following:
‘“56114. Expenses of performing and executing

defense readiness missions or
other activities unrelated to
Coast Guard missions.”.
SEC. 5282. COAST GUARD ASSISTANCE TO UNITED
STATES SECRET SERVICE.

Section 6 of the Presidential Protection
Assistance Act of 1976 (18 U.S.C. 3056 note) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘Executive departments’’
and inserting the following:

‘‘(a) Except as provided in subsection (b),
Executive departments’’;

(2) by striking ‘“‘Director; except that the
Department of Defense and the Coast Guard
shall provide such assistance’” and inserting
the following: ‘‘Director.

“(b)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), the De-
partment of Defense and the Coast Guard
shall provide assistance described in sub-
section (a)”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(2)(A) For fiscal year 2022, and each fiscal
year thereafter, the total cost of assistance
described in subsection (a) provided by the
Coast Guard on a nonreimbursable basis
shall not exceed $15,000,000.

‘(B) The Coast Guard may provide assist-
ance described in subsection (a) during a fis-
cal year in addition to the amount specified
in subparagraph (A) on a reimbursable
basis.”.

SEC. 5283. CONVEYANCE OF COAST GUARD VES-

SELS FOR PUBLIC PURPOSES.

(a) TRANSFER.—Section 914 of the Coast
Guard Authorization Act of 2010 (14 U.S.C.
501 note; Public Law 111-281) is—

(1) transferred to subchapter I of chapter 5
of title 14, United States Code;

(2) added at the end so as to follow section
509 of such title, as added by section 5241 of
this Act;

(3) redesignated as section 510 of such title;
and

(4) amended so that the enumerator, the
section heading, typeface, and typestyle con-
form to those appearing in other sections of
title 14, United States Code.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—

(1) COAST GUARD AUTHORIZATION ACT OF
2010.—The table of contents in section 1(b) of
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the Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2010
(Public Law 111-281) is amended by striking
the item relating to section 914.

(2) TITLE 14.—The analysis for subchapter I
of chapter 5 of title 14, United States Code,
as amended by section 5241 of this Act, is
amended by adding at the end the following:
¢“5610. Conveyance of Coast Guard vessels for

public purposes.”’.

(c) CONVEYANCE OF COAST GUARD VESSELS
FOR PUBLIC PURPOSES.—Section 510 of title
14, United States Code, as transferred and re-
designated by subsection (a), is amended—

(1) by amending subsection (a) to read as
follows:

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—On request by the Com-
mandant, the Administrator of the General
Services Administration may transfer own-
ership of a Coast Guard vessel or aircraft to
an eligible entity for educational, cultural,
historical, charitable, recreational, or other
public purposes if such transfer is authorized
by law.”’; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘as if the request were
being processed’’ after ‘‘vessels’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘¢, as in effect on the date
of the enactment of the Coast Guard Author-
ization Act of 2022 after ‘‘Code of Federal
Regulations’;

(B) in paragraph (2) by inserting ‘¢, as in ef-
fect on the date of the enactment of the
Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2022’ after
‘‘such title’’; and

(C) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘of the
Coast Guard”.

SEC. 5284. AUTHORIZATION RELATING TO CER-
TAIN INTELLIGENCE AND COUNTER
INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES OF THE
COAST GUARD.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Consistent with the
policies, procedures, and coordination re-
quired pursuant to section 811 of the Coun-
terintelligence and Security Enhancements
Act of 1994 (50 U.S.C. 3381) and section 902 of
the Counterintelligence Enhancement Act of
2002 (60 U.S.C. 3382), the Commandant may
expend amounts made available for the intel-
ligence and counterintelligence activities of
the Coast Guard to conduct such an activity
without regard to any other provision of law
or regulation relating to the expenditure of
Government funds, if the object of the activ-
ity is of a confidential, extraordinary, or
emergency nature.

(b) QUARTERLY REPORT.—At the beginning
of each fiscal quarter, the Commandant shall
submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a report that includes, for each in-
dividual expenditure during the preceding
fiscal quarter under subsection (a), the fol-
lowing:

(1) A detailed description of the purpose of
such expenditure.

(2) The amount of such expenditure.

(3) An identification of the approving au-
thority for such expenditure.

(4) A justification as to why other authori-
ties available to the Coast Guard could not
be used for such expenditure.

(5) Any other matter the Commandant con-
siders appropriate.

(c) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’” means—

(1) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation and the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence of the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence of the House of
Representatives.

(d) SUNSET.—This section shall cease to
have effect on the date that is 3 years after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 5285. TRANSFER AND CONVEYANCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—
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(1) REQUIREMENT.—The Commandant shall,
without consideration, transfer in accord-
ance with subsection (b) and convey in ac-
cordance with subsection (¢) a parcel of the
real property described in paragraph (2), in-
cluding any improvements thereon, to free
the Coast Guard of liability for any unfore-
seen environmental or remediation of sub-
stances unknown that may exist on, or ema-
nate from, such parcel.

(2) PROPERTY.—The property described in
this paragraph is real property at Dauphin
Island, Alabama, located at 100 Agassiz
Street, and consisting of a total of approxi-
mately 35.63 acres. The exact acreage and
legal description of the parcel of such prop-
erty to be transferred or conveyed in accord-
ance with subsection (b) or (c¢), respectively,
shall be determined by a survey satisfactory
to the Commandant.

(b) TO THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES.—The Commandant shall
transfer, as described in subsection (a), to
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
(in this section referred to as the ‘‘Sec-
retary’’), for use by the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, custody and control of a por-
tion, consisting of approximately 4 acres, of
the parcel of real property described in such
subsection, to be identified by agreement be-
tween the Commandant and the Secretary.

(c) TO THE STATE OF ALABAMA.—The Com-
mandant shall convey, as described in sub-
section (a), to the Marine Environmental
Sciences Consortium, a unit of the govern-
ment of the State of Alabama, located at
Dauphin Island, Alabama, all rights, title,
and interest of the United States in and to
such portion of the parcel described in such
subsection that is not transferred to the Sec-
retary under subsection (b).

(d) PAYMENTS AND COSTS OF TRANSFER AND
CONVEYANCE.—

(1) PAYMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pay
costs to be incurred by the Coast Guard, or
reimburse the Coast Guard for such costs in-
curred by the Coast Guard, to carry out the
transfer and conveyance required by this sec-
tion, including survey costs, appraisal costs,
costs for environmental documentation re-
lated to the transfer and conveyance, and
any other necessary administrative costs re-
lated to the transfer and conveyance.

(B) FuNDS.—Notwithstanding section 780 of
division B of the Further Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, 2020 (Public Law 116-94),
any amounts that are made available to the
Secretary under such section and not obli-
gated on the date of enactment of this Act
shall be available to the Secretary for the
purpose described in subparagraph (A).

(2) TREATMENT OF AMOUNTS RECEIVED.—
Amounts received by the Commandant as re-
imbursement under paragraph (1) shall be
credited to the Coast Guard Housing Fund
established under section 2946 of title 14,
United States Code, or the account that was
used to pay the costs incurred by the Coast
Guard in carrying out the transfer or con-
veyance under this section, as determined by
the Commandant, and shall be made avail-
able until expended. Amounts so credited
shall be merged with amounts in such fund
or account and shall be available for the
same purposes, and subject to the same con-
ditions and limitations, as amounts in such
fund or account.

SEC. 5286. TRANSPARENCY AND OVERSIGHT.

(a) NOTIFICATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b),
the Secretary of the department in which
the Coast Guard is operating, or the designee
of the Secretary, shall notify the appropriate
committees of Congress and the Coast Guard
Office of Congressional and Governmental
Affairs not later than 3 full business days be-
fore—
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(A) making or awarding a grant allocation
or grant in excess of $1,000,000;

(B) making or awarding a contract, other
transaction agreement, or task or delivery
order on a Coast Guard multiple award con-
tract, or issuing a letter of intent totaling
more than $4,000,000;

(C) awarding a task or delivery order re-
quiring an obligation of funds in an amount
greater than $10,000,000 from multi-year
Coast Guard funds;

(D) making a sole-source grant award; or

(E) announcing publicly the intention to
make or award an item described in subpara-
graph (A), (B), (C), or (D), including a con-
tract covered by the Federal Acquisition
Regulation.

(2) ELEMENT.—A notification under this
subsection shall include—

(A) the amount of the award;

(B) the fiscal year for which the funds for
the award were appropriated;

(C) the type of contract;

(D) an identification of the entity awarded
the contract, such as the name and location
of the entity; and

(E) the account from which the funds are
to be drawn.

(b) EXCEPTION.—If the Secretary of the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating determines that compliance with sub-
section (a) would pose a substantial risk to
human life, health, or safety, the Sec-
retary—

(1) may make an award or issue a letter de-
scribed in that subsection without the notifi-
cation required under that subsection; and

(2) shall notify the appropriate committees
of Congress not later than 5 full business
days after such an award is made or letter
issued.

(c) APPLICABILITY.—Subsection (a) shall
not apply to funds that are not available for
obligation.

(d) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’” means—

(1) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation and the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives.
SEC. 5287. STUDY ON SAFETY INSPECTION PRO-

GRAM FOR CONTAINERS AND FA-
CILITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commandant, in consultation with the
Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border
Protection, shall complete a study on the
safety inspection program for containers (as
defined in section 80501 of title 46, United
States Code) and designated waterfront fa-
cilities receiving containers.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) An evaluation and review of such safety
inspection program.

(2) A determination of—

(A) the number of container inspections
conducted annually by the Coast Guard dur-
ing the preceding 10-year period, as com-
pared to the number of containers moved
through United States ports annually during
such period; and

(B) the number of qualified Coast Guard
container and facility inspectors, and an as-
sessment as to whether, during the preceding
10-year period, there have been a sufficient
number of such inspectors to carry out the
mission of the Coast Guard.

(3) An evaluation of the training programs
available to such inspectors and the ade-
quacy of such training programs during the
preceding 10-year period.

(4) An assessment as to whether such train-
ing programs adequately prepare future lead-
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ers for leadership positions in the Coast
Guard.

(5) An identification of areas of improve-
ment for such program in the interest of
commerce and national security, and the
costs associated with such improvements.

(c) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Commandant shall submit to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of
the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure and the Committee
on Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the findings of the
study required by subsection (a), including
the personnel and resource requirements
necessary for such program.

SEC. 5288. STUDY ON MARITIME LAW ENFORCE-
MENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS.

(a) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Commandant shall commence a study that
assesses the maritime law enforcement
workload requirements of the Coast Guard.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The study required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) For each of the 10 years immediately
preceding the date of the enactment of this
Act, an analysis of—

(i) the total number of migrant interdic-
tions, and Coast Guard sectors in which such
interdictions occurred;

(ii) the total number of drug interdictions,
the amount and type of drugs interdicted,
and the Coast Guard sectors in which such
interdictions occurred;

(iii) the physical assets used for drug inter-
dictions, migrant interdictions, and other
law enforcement purposes; and

(iv) the total number of Coast Guard per-
sonnel who carried out drug interdictions,
migrant interdictions, and other law enforce-
ment activities.

(B) An assessment of—

(i) migrant and drug interdictions and
other law enforcement activities along the
maritime boundaries of the United States,
including the maritime boundaries of the
northern and southern continental United
States and Alaska;

(ii) Federal policies and procedures related
to immigration and asylum, and the associ-
ated impact of such policies and procedures
on the activities described in clause (i), in-
cluding—

(I) public health exclusion policies, such as
expulsion pursuant to sections 362 and 365 of
the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 265
and 268); and

(IT) administrative asylum processing poli-
cies, such as the remain in Mexico policy and
the migrant protection protocols;

(iii) increases or decreases in physical ter-
restrial infrastructure in and around the
international borders of the United States,
and the associated impact of such increases
or decreases on the activities described in
clause (i); and

(iv) increases or decreases in physical
Coast Guard assets in the areas described in
clause (i), the proximity of such assets to
such areas, and the associated impact of
such increases or decreases on the activities
described in clause (i).

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
commencing the study required by sub-
section (a), the Commandant shall submit to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation and the Committee on the
Judiciary of the Senate and the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure and
the Committee on the Judiciary of the House
of Representatives a report on the findings of
the study.
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(c) BRIEFING.—Not later than 90 days after
the date on which the report required by sub-
section (b) is submitted, the Commandant
shall provide a briefing on the report to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation and the Committee on the
Judiciary of the Senate and the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure and
the Committee on the Judiciary of the House
of Representatives.

SEC. 5289. FEASIBILITY STUDY ON CONSTRUC-
TION OF COAST GUARD STATION AT
PORT MANSFIELD.

(a) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commandant shall commence a feasi-
bility study on construction of a Coast
Guard station at Port Mansfield, Texas.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The study required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An assessment of the resources and
workforce requirements necessary for a new
Coast Guard station at Port Mansfield.

(B) An identification of the enhancements
to the missions and capabilities of the Coast
Guard that a new Coast Guard station at
Port Mansfield would provide.

(C) An estimate of the life-cycle costs of
such a facility, including the construction,
maintenance costs, and staffing costs.

(D) A cost-benefit analysis of the enhance-
ments and capabilities provided, as com-
pared to the costs of construction, mainte-
nance, and staffing.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
commencing the study required by sub-
section (a), the Commandant shall submit to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives a report on
the findings of the study.

SEC. 5290. MODIFICATION OF PROHIBITION ON
OPERATION OR PROCUREMENT OF
FOREIGN-MADE UNMANNED AIR-
CRAFT SYSTEMS.

Section 8414 of the William M. (Mac)
Thornberry National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283;
14 U.S.C. 1156 note) is amended—

(1) by amending subsection (b) to read as
follows:

““(b) EXEMPTION.—The Commandant is ex-
empt from the restriction under subsection
(a) if the operation or procurement is for the
purposes of—

‘(1) counter-UAS system surrogate testing
and training; or

‘“(2) intelligence, electronic warfare, and
information warfare operations, testing,
analysis, and training.”’;

(2) by amending subsection (c) to read as
follows:

“(c) WAIVER.—The Commandant may
waive the restriction under subsection (a) on
a case-by-case basis by certifying in writing
not later than 15 days after exercising such
waiver to the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate, and the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives
that the operation or procurement of a cov-
ered unmanned aircraft system is required in
the national interest of the United States.”’;

(3) in subsection (d)—

(A) by amending paragraph (1) to read as
follows:

‘(1) COVERED FOREIGN COUNTRY.—The term
‘covered foreign country’ means any of the
following:

‘‘(A) The People’s Republic of China.

‘“(B) The Russian Federation.

¢“(C) The Islamic Republic of Iran.

‘(D) The Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea.”’; and

(B) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3)
as paragraphs (3) and (4), respectively;
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(C) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing:

‘(2) COVERED UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYS-
TEM.—The term ‘covered unmanned aircraft
system’ means—

“(A) an unmanned aircraft system de-
scribed in paragraph (1) of subsection (a); and

‘(B) a system described in paragraph (2) of
that subsection.”’; and

(D) in paragraph (4), as redesignated, by in-
serting *‘, and any related services and equip-
ment’’ after “United States Code’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be
appropriated to the Commandant $2,700,000
to replace covered unmanned aircraft sys-
tems.

‘‘(2) REPLACEMENT.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commandant shall replace covered un-
manned aircraft systems of the Coast Guard
with unmanned aircraft systems manufac-
tured in the United States or an allied coun-
try (as that term is defined in section
2350f(d)(1) of title 10, United States Code).”.
SEC. 5291. OPERATIONAL DATA SHARING CAPA-

BILITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the department in which
the Coast Guard is operating (referred to in
this section as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall, con-
sistent with the ongoing Integrated Multi-
Domain Enterprise joint effort by the De-
partment of Homeland Security and the De-
partment of Defense, establish a secure, cen-
tralized capability to allow real-time, or
near real-time, data and information sharing
between U.S. Customs and Border Protection
and the Coast Guard for purposes of mari-
time boundary domain awareness and en-
forcement activities along the maritime
boundaries of the United States, including
the maritime boundaries in the northern and
southern continental United States and
Alaska.

(b) PRIORITY.—In establishing the capa-
bility under subsection (a), the Secretary
shall prioritize enforcement areas experi-
encing the highest levels of enforcement ac-
tivity.

(¢c) REQUIREMENTS.—The capability estab-
lished under subsection (a) shall be sufficient
for the secure sharing of data, information,
and surveillance necessary for operational
missions, including data from governmental
assets, irrespective of whether an asset be-
longs to the Coast Guard, U.S. Customs and
Border Protection, or any other partner
agency, located in and around mission oper-
ation areas.

(d) ELEMENTS.—The Commissioner of U.S.
Customs and Border Protection and the
Commandant shall jointly—

(1) assess and delineate the types and qual-
ity of data sharing needed to meet the re-
spective operational missions of U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection and the Coast
Guard, including video surveillance, seismic
sensors, infrared detection, space-based re-
mote sensing, and any other data or informa-
tion necessary;

(2) develop appropriate requirements and
processes for the credentialing of personnel
of U.S. Customs and Border Protection and
personnel of the Coast Guard to access and
use the capability established under sub-
section (a); and

(3) establish a cost-sharing agreement for
the long-term operation and maintenance of
the capability and the assets that provide
data to the capability.

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation and
the Committee on Homeland Security and
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Governmental Affairs of the Senate and the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure and the Committee on Homeland
Security of the House of Representatives a
report on the establishment of the capability
under this section.

(f) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section may be construed to authorize the
Coast Guard, U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection, or any other partner agency to ac-
quire, share, or transfer personal informa-
tion relating to an individual in violation of
any Federal or State law or regulation.

SEC. 5292. PROCUREMENT OF TETHERED AERO-
STAT RADAR SYSTEM FOR COAST
GUARD STATION SOUTH PADRE IS-
LAND.

Subject to the availability of appropria-
tions, the Secretary of the department in
which the Coast Guard is operating shall
procure not fewer than 1 tethered aerostat
radar system, or similar technology, for use
by the Coast Guard and other partner agen-
cies, including U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection, at and around Coast Guard Station
South Padre Island.

SEC. 5293. ASSESSMENT OF IRAN SANCTIONS RE-
LIEF ON COAST GUARD OPERATIONS
UNDER THE JOINT COMPREHENSIVE
PLAN OF ACTION.

Not later than 1 year after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Commandant, in
consultation with the Director of the De-
fense Intelligence Agency and the Com-
mander of United States Central Command,
shall provide a briefing to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives, in an unclassified setting
with a classified component if necessary,
on—

(1) the extent to which the Commandant
assesses Iran would use sanctions relief re-
ceived by Iran under the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action to bolster Iran’s support
for Iranian forces or Iranian-linked groups
across the Middle East in a manner that may
impact Coast Guard personnel and oper-
ations in the Middle East; and

(2) the Coast Guard requirements for deter-
ring and countering increased malign behav-
ior from such groups with respect to activi-
ties under the jurisdiction of the Coast
Guard.

SEC. 5294. REPORT ON SHIPYARDS OF FINLAND
AND SWEDEN.

Not later than 2 years after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Commandant, in
consultation with the Comptroller General
of the United States, shall submit to Con-
gress a report that analyzes the shipyards of
Finland and Sweden to assess future oppor-
tunities for technical assistance related to
engineering to aid the Coast Guard in ful-
filling its future mission needs.

SEC. 5295. PROHIBITION ON CONSTRUCTION
CONTRACTS WITH ENTITIES ASSOCI-
ATED WITH THE CHINESE COM-
MUNIST PARTY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant may
not award any contract for new construction
until the date on which the Commandant
provides to Congress a certification that the
other party has not, during the 10-year pe-
riod preceding the planned date of award, di-
rectly or indirectly held an economic inter-
est in an entity that is—

(1) owned or controlled by the People’s Re-
public of China; and

(2) part of the defense industry of the Chi-
nese Communist Party.

(b) INAPPLICABILITY TO TAIWAN.—Sub-
section (a) shall not apply with respect to an
economic interest in an entity owned or con-
trolled by Taiwan.
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SEC. 5296. REVIEW OF DRUG INTERDICTION
EQUIPMENT AND STANDARDS; TEST-
ING FOR FENTANYL DURING INTER-
DICTION OPERATIONS.

(a) REVIEW.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant, in con-
sultation with the Administrator of the Drug
Enforcement Administration and the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, shall—

(A) conduct a review of—

(i) the equipment, testing kits, and rescue
medications used to conduct Coast Guard
drug interdiction operations; and

(ii) the safety and training standards, poli-
cies, and procedures with respect to such op-
erations; and

(B) determine whether the Coast Guard is
using the latest equipment and technology
and up-to-date training and standards for
recognizing, handling, testing, and securing
illegal drugs, fentanyl and other synthetic
opioids, and precursor chemicals during such
operations.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Commandant shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report on the re-
sults of the review conducted under para-
graph (1).

(3) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘ap-
propriate committees of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation and the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives.

(b) REQUIREMENT.—If, as a result of the re-
view required by subsection (a), the Com-
mandant determines that the Coast Guard is
not using the latest equipment and tech-
nology and up-to-date training and standards
for recognizing, handling, testing, and secur-
ing illegal drugs, fentanyl and other syn-
thetic opioids, and precursor chemicals dur-
ing drug interdiction operations, the Com-
mandant shall ensure that the Coast Guard
acquires and uses such equipment and tech-
nology, carries out such training, and imple-
ments such standards.

(c) TESTING FOR FENTANYL.—The Com-
mandant shall ensure that Coast Guard drug
interdiction operations include the testing of
substances encountered during such oper-
ations for fentanyl, as appropriate.

SEC. 5297. PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF INFORMA-
TION ON MONTHLY MIGRANT INTER-
DICTIONS.

Not later than the 15th day of each month,
the Commandant shall make available to the
public on an internet website of the Coast
Guard the number of migrant interdictions
carried out by the Coast Guard during the
preceding month.

TITLE LIII—ENVIRONMENT
SEC. 5301. DEFINITION OF SECRETARY.

Except as otherwise specifically provided,
in this title, the term ‘‘Secretary’” means
the Secretary of the department in which
the Coast Guard is operating.

Subtitle A—Marine Mammals
SEC. 5311. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees” means—

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources of the House of Representa-
tives.

(2) CORE FORAGING HABITATS.—The term
“‘core foraging habitats’ means areas—

(A) with biological and physical oceano-
graphic features that aggregate Calanus
finmarchicus; and
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(B) where North Atlantic right whales for-
aging aggregations have been well docu-
mented.

(3) EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE.—The term
“‘exclusive economic zone’ has the meaning
given that term in section 107 of title 46,
United States Code.

(4) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The
term ‘‘institution of higher education’” has
the meaning given that term in section
101(a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1001(a)).

(5) LARGE CETACEAN.—The term ‘‘large ce-
tacean’ means all endangered or threatened
species within—

(A) the suborder Mysticeti;

(B) the genera Physeter; or

(C) the genera Orcinus.

(6) NEAR REAL-TIME.—The term ‘‘near real-
time”’, with respect to monitoring of whales,
means that visual, acoustic, or other detec-
tions of whales are processed, transmitted,
and reported as close to the time of detec-
tion as is technically feasible.

(7) NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION.—The term
“nonprofit organization’” means an organiza-
tion that is described in section 501(c) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and exempt
from tax under section 501(a) of such Code.

(8) PUGET SOUND REGION.—The term ‘‘Puget
Sound region’” means the Vessel Traffic
Service Puget Sound area described in sec-
tion 161.55 of title 33, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (as of the date of the enactment of this
Act).

(9) TRIBAL GOVERNMENT.—The term ‘‘Tribal
government” means the recognized gov-
erning body of any Indian or Alaska Native
Tribe, band, nation, pueblo, village, commu-
nity, component band, or component res-
ervation, individually identified (including
parenthetically) in the list published most
recently as of the date of the enactment of
this Act pursuant to section 104 of the Feder-
ally Recognized Indian Tribe List Act of 1994
(25 U.S.C. 5131).

(10) UNDER SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Under
Secretary’”’ means the Under Secretary of
Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere.

SEC. 5312. ASSISTANCE TO PORTS TO REDUCE
THE IMPACTS OF VESSEL TRAFFIC
AND PORT OPERATIONS ON MARINE
MAMMALS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Under Secretary, in consultation with
the Director of the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service, the Secretary, the Sec-
retary of Defense, and the Administrator of
the Maritime Administration, shall establish
a grant program to provide assistance to eli-
gible entities to develop and implement
mitigation measures that will lead to a
quantifiable reduction in threats to marine
mammals from vessel traffic, including ship-
ping activities and port operations.

(b) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—An entity is an eli-
gible entity for purposes of assistance award-
ed under subsection (a) if the entity is—

(1) a port authority for a port;

(2) a State, regional, local, or Tribal gov-
ernment, or an Alaska Native or Native Ha-
waiian entity that has jurisdiction over a
maritime port authority or a port;

(3) an academic institution, research insti-
tution, or nonprofit organization working in
partnership with a port; or

(4) a consortium of entities described in
paragraphs (1), (2), and (3).

(¢) ELIGIBLE USES.—Assistance awarded
under subsection (a) may be used to develop,
assess, and carry out activities that reduce
threats to marine mammals by—

(1) reducing underwater stressors related
to marine traffic;

(2) reducing mortality and serious injury
from vessel strikes and other physical dis-
turbances;
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(3) monitoring sound;

(4) reducing vessel interactions with ma-
rine mammals;

(5) conducting other types of monitoring
that are consistent with reducing the threats
to, and enhancing the habitats of, marine
mammals; or

(6) supporting State agencies and Tribal
governments in developing the capacity to
receive assistance under this section through
education, training, information sharing,
and collaboration to participate in the grant
program under this section.

(d) PRIORITY.—The Under Secretary shall
prioritize assistance under subsection (a) for
projects that—

(1) are based on the best available science
with respect to methods to reduce threats to
marine mammals;

(2) collect data on the reduction of such
threats and the effects of such methods;

(3) assist ports that pose a higher relative
threat to marine mammals listed as threat-
ened or endangered under the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.);

(4) are in close proximity to areas in which
threatened or endangered cetaceans are
known to experience other stressors; or

(5) allow eligible entities to conduct risk
assessments and to track progress toward
threat reduction.

(e) OUTREACH.—The Under Secretary, in co-
ordination with the Secretary, the Adminis-
trator of the Maritime Administration, and
the Director of the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service, as appropriate, shall con-
duct coordinated outreach to ports to pro-
vide information with respect to—

(1) how to apply for assistance under sub-
section (a);

(2) the benefits of such assistance; and

(3) facilitation of best practices and les-
sons, including the best practices and lessons
learned from activities carried out using
such assistance.

(f) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not less frequently
than annually, the Under Secretary shall
make available to the public on a publicly
accessible internet website of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration a
report that includes the following informa-
tion:

(1) The name and location of each entity to
which assistance was awarded under sub-
section (a) during the year preceding submis-
sion of the report.

(2) The amount of each such award.

(3) A description of the activities carried
out with each such award.

(4) An estimate of the likely impact of
such activities on the reduction of threats to
marine mammals.

(5) An estimate of the likely impact of
such activities, including the cost of such ac-
tivities, on port operations.

(g) FUNDING.—From funds otherwise appro-
priated to the Under Secretary, $10,000,000 is
authorized to carry out this section for each
of fiscal years 2023 through 2028.

(h) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—An activity may not
be carried out under this section if the Sec-
retary of Defense, in consultation with the
Under Secretary, determines that the activ-
ity would negatively impact the defense
readiness or the national security of the
United States.

SEC. 5313. NEAR REAL-TIME MONITORING AND
MITIGATION PROGRAM FOR LARGE
CETACEANS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Under Secretary,
in coordination with the heads of other rel-
evant Federal agencies, shall design and de-
ploy a cost-effective, efficient, and results-
oriented near real-time monitoring and miti-
gation program for endangered or threatened
cetaceans (referred to in this section as the
“Program’’).

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the Program
shall be to reduce the risk to large cetaceans
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posed by vessel collisions, and to minimize
other impacts on large cetaceans, through
the use of near real-time location moni-
toring and location information.

(c) REQUIREMENTS.—The Program shall—

(1) prioritize species of large cetaceans for
which impacts from vessel collisions are of
particular concern;

(2) prioritize areas where such impacts are
of particular concern;

(3) be capable of detecting and alerting
ocean users and enforcement agencies of the
probable location of large cetaceans on an
actionable real-time basis, including through
real-time data whenever possible;

(4) inform sector-specific mitigation proto-
cols to effectively reduce takes (as defined in
section 216.3 of title 50, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations, or successor regulations) of large
cetaceans;

(5) integrate technology
and

(6) be informed by technologies, moni-
toring methods, and mitigation protocols de-
veloped under the pilot project required by
subsection (d).

(d) PILOT PROJECT.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—In carrying out the
Program, the Under Secretary shall first es-
tablish a pilot monitoring and mitigation
project for North Atlantic right whales (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘pilot
project’’) for the purposes of informing the
Program.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In designing and de-
ploying the pilot project, the Under Sec-
retary, in coordination with the heads of
other relevant Federal agencies, shall, using
the best available scientific information,
identify and ensure coverage of—

(A) core foraging habitats; and

(B) important feeding, breeding, calving,
rearing, or migratory habitats of North At-
lantic right whales that co-occur with areas
of high risk of mortality or serious injury of
such whales from vessels, vessel strikes, or
disturbance.

(3) COMPONENTS.—Not later than 3 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Under Secretary, in consultation with
relevant Federal agencies and Tribal govern-
ments, and with input from affected stake-
holders, shall design and deploy a near real-
time monitoring system for North Atlantic
right whales that—

(A) comprises the best available detection
power, spatial coverage, and survey effort to
detect and localize North Atlantic right
whales within habitats described in para-
graph (2);

(B) is capable of detecting North Atlantic
right whales, including visually and acous-
tically;

(C) uses dynamic habitat suitability mod-
els to inform the likelihood of North Atlan-
tic right whale occurrence in habitats de-
scribed in paragraph (2) at any given time;

(D) coordinates with the Integrated Ocean
Observing System of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration and Re-
gional Ocean Partnerships to leverage moni-
toring assets;

(E) integrates historical data;

(F) integrates new near real-time moni-
toring methods and technologies as such
methods and technologies become available;

(G) accurately verifies and rapidly commu-
nicates detection data to appropriate ocean
users;

(H) creates standards for contributing, and
allows ocean users to contribute, data to the
monitoring system using comparable near
real-time monitoring methods and tech-
nologies;

(I) communicates the risks of injury to
large cetaceans to ocean users in a manner

improvements;
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that is most likely to result in informed de-
cision making regarding the mitigation of
those risks; and

(J) minimizes additional stressors to large
cetaceans as a result of the information
available to ocean users.

(4) REPORTS.—

(A) PRELIMINARY REPORT.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Under Secretary shall submit to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources of the House of
Representatives, and make available to the
public, a preliminary report on the pilot
project.

(ii) ELEMENTS.—The report required by
clause (i) shall include the following:

(I) A description of the monitoring meth-
ods and technology in use or planned for de-
ployment under the pilot project.

(IT) An analysis of the efficacy of the meth-
ods and technology in use or planned for de-
ployment for detecting North Atlantic right
whales.

(ITI) An assessment of the manner in which
the monitoring system designed and de-
ployed under paragraph (3) is directly in-
forming and improving the management,
health, and survival of North Atlantic right
whales.

(IV) A prioritized identification of tech-
nology or research gaps.

(V) A plan to communicate the risks of in-
jury to large cetaceans to ocean users in a
manner that is most likely to result in in-
formed decision making regarding the miti-
gation of such risks.

(VI) Any other information on the poten-
tial benefits and efficacy of the pilot project
the Under Secretary considers appropriate.

(B) FINAL REPORT.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Under Secretary, in coordination with
the heads of other relevant Federal agencies,
shall submit to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Natural Re-
sources of the House of Representatives, and
make available to the public, a final report
on the pilot project.

(ii) ELEMENTS.—The report required by
clause (i) shall—

(I) address the elements under subpara-
graph (A)(ii); and

(IT) include—

(aa) an assessment of the benefits and effi-
cacy of the pilot project;

(bb) a strategic plan to expand the pilot
project to provide near real-time monitoring
and mitigation measures—

(AA) to additional large cetaceans of con-
cern for which such measures would reduce
risk of serious injury or death; and

(BB) in important feeding, breeding,
calving, rearing, or migratory habitats of
large cetaceans that co-occur with areas of
high risk of mortality or serious injury from
vessel strikes or disturbance;

(cc) a budget and description of funds nec-
essary to carry out such strategic plan;

(dd) a prioritized plan for acquisition, de-
ployment, and maintenance of monitoring
technologies; and

(ee) the locations or species to which such
plan would apply.

(e) MITIGATION PROTOCOLS.—The Under
Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary, the Secretary of Defense, the Sec-
retary of Transportation, and the Secretary
of the Interior, and with input from affected
stakeholders, shall develop and deploy miti-
gation protocols that make use of the moni-
toring system designed and deployed under
subsection (d)(3) to direct sector-specific
mitigation measures that avoid and signifi-
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cantly reduce risk of serious injury and mor-
tality to North Atlantic right whales.

(f) AcceEss TO DATA.—The Under Secretary
shall provide access to data generated by the
monitoring system designed and deployed
under subsection (d)(3) for purposes of sci-
entific research and evaluation and public
awareness and education, including through
the Right Whale Sighting Advisory System
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration and WhaleMap or other suc-
cessor public internet website portals, sub-
ject to review for national security consider-
ations.

(g) ADDITIONAL AUTHORITY.—The Under
Secretary may enter into and perform such
contracts, leases, grants, or cooperative
agreements as may be necessary to carry out
the purposes of this section on such terms as
the Under Secretary considers appropriate,
consistent with the Federal Acquisition Reg-
ulation.

(h) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—An activity may not
be carried out under this section if the Sec-
retary of Defense, in consultation with the
Under Secretary, determines that the activ-
ity would negatively impact the defense
readiness or the national security of the
United States.

(i) FUNDING.—From funds otherwise appro-
priated to the Under Secretary, $5,000,000 for
each of fiscal years 2023 through 2027 is au-
thorized to support the development, deploy-
ment, application, and ongoing maintenance
of the Program.

SEC. 5314. PILOT PROGRAM TO ESTABLISH A CE-
TACEAN DESK FOR PUGET SOUND
REGION.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary, with the concurrence of the Under
Secretary, shall establish a pilot program to
establish a Cetacean Desk, which shall be—

(A) located and manned within the Puget
Sound Vessel Traffic Service; and

(B) designed—

(i) to improve coordination with the mari-
time industry to reduce the risk of vessel im-
pacts to large cetaceans, including impacts
from vessel strikes, disturbances, and other
sources; and

(ii) to monitor the presence and location of
large cetaceans during the months during
which such large cetaceans are present in
Puget Sound, the Strait of Juan de Fuca, and
the United States portion of the Salish Sea.

(2) DURATION AND STAFFING.—The pilot pro-
gram required by paragraph (1)—

(A) shall—

(i) be for a duration of 4 years; and

(ii) require not more than 1 full-time
equivalent position, who shall also con-
tribute to other necessary Puget Sound Ves-
sel Traffic Service duties and responsibilities
as needed; and

(B) may be supported by other existing
Federal employees, as appropriate.

(b) ENGAGEMENT WITH VESSEL OPERA-
TORS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Under the pilot program
required by subsection (a), the Secretary
shall require personnel of the Cetacean Desk
to engage with vessel operators in areas
where large cetaceans have been seen or
could reasonably be present to ensure com-
pliance with applicable laws, regulations,
and voluntary guidance, to reduce the im-
pact of vessel traffic on large cetaceans.

(2) CONTENTS.—In engaging with vessel op-
erators as required by paragraph (1), per-
sonnel of the Cetacean Desk shall commu-
nicate where and when sightings of large
cetaceans have occurred.

(c) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.—The
Secretary and the Under Secretary may
enter into a memorandum of understanding
to facilitate real-time sharing of data relat-
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ing to large cetaceans between the Quiet
Sound program of the State of Washington,
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, and the Puget Sound Vessel
Traffic Service, and other relevant entities,
as appropriate.

(d) DATA.—The Under Secretary shall le-
verage existing data collection methods, the
Program required by section 313, and public
data to ensure accurate and timely informa-
tion on the sighting of large cetaceans.

(e) CONSULTATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the pilot
program required by subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall consult with Tribal govern-
ments, the State of Washington, institutions
of higher education, the maritime industry,
ports in the Puget Sound region, and non-
governmental organizations.

(2) COORDINATION WITH CANADA.—When ap-
propriate, the Secretary shall coordinate
with the Government of Canada, consistent
with policies and agreements relating to
management of vessel traffic in Puget
Sound.

(f) PUGET SOUND VESSEL TRAFFIC SERVICE
LOCAL VARIANCE AND PoLicY.—The Sec-
retary, with the concurrence of the Under
Secretary and in consultation with the Cap-
tain of the Port for the Puget Sound region—

(1) shall implement local variances, as au-
thorized by subsection (c) of section 70001 of
title 46, United States Code, to reduce the
impact of vessel traffic on large cetaceans;
and

(2) may enter into cooperative agreements,
in accordance with subsection (d) of that sec-
tion, with Federal, State, and local officials
to reduce the likelihood of vessel inter-
actions with protected large cetaceans,
which may include—

(A) communicating marine mammal pro-
tection guidance to vessels;

(B) training on requirements imposed by
local, State, Tribal, and Federal laws and
regulations and guidelines concerning—

(i) vessel buffer zones;

(ii) vessel speed;

(iii) seasonal no-go zones for vessels;

(iv) protected areas, including areas des-
ignated as critical habitat, as applicable to
marine operations; and

(v) any other activities to reduce the direct
and indirect impact of vessel traffic on large
cetaceans;

(C) training to understand, utilize, and
communicate large cetacean location data;
and

(D) training to understand and commu-
nicate basic large cetacean detection, identi-
fication, and behavior, including—

(i) cues of the presence of large cetaceans
such as spouts, water disturbances, breaches,
or presence of prey;

(ii) important feeding, breeding, calving,
and rearing habitats that co-occur with
areas of high risk of vessel strikes;

(iii) seasonal large cetacean migration
routes that co-occur with areas of high risk
of vessel strikes; and

(iv) areas designated as critical habitat for
large cetaceans.

(g) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 1
yvear after the date of the enactment of this
Act, and every 2 years thereafter for the du-
ration of the pilot program under this sec-
tion, the Commandant, in coordination with
the Under Secretary and the Administrator
of the Maritime Administration, shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees a report that—

(1) evaluates the functionality, utility, re-
liability, responsiveness, and operational
status of the Cetacean Desk established
under the pilot program required by sub-
section (a), including a quantification of re-
ductions in vessel strikes to large cetaceans
as a result of the pilot program;
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(2) assesses the efficacy of communication
between the Cetacean Desk and the mari-
time industry and provides recommenda-
tions for improvements;

(3) evaluates the integration and interoper-
ability of existing data collection methods,
as well as public data, into the Cetacean
Desk operations;

(4) assesses the efficacy of collaboration
and stakeholder engagement with Tribal
governments, the State of Washington, insti-
tutions of higher education, the maritime in-
dustry, ports in the Puget Sound region, and
nongovernmental organizations; and

(5) evaluates the progress, performance,
and implementation of guidance and train-
ing procedures for Puget Sound Vessel Traf-
fic Service personnel.

SEC. 5315. MONITORING OCEAN SOUNDSCAPES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary
shall maintain and expand an ocean
soundscape development program—

(1) to award grants to expand the deploy-
ment of Federal and non-Federal observing
and data management systems capable of
collecting measurements of underwater
sound for purposes of monitoring and ana-
lyzing baselines and trends in the under-
water soundscape to protect and manage ma-
rine life;

(2) to continue to develop and apply stand-
ardized forms of measurements to assess
sounds produced by marine animals, physical
processes, and anthropogenic activities; and

(3) after coordinating with the Secretary of
Defense, to coordinate and make accessible
to the public the datasets, modeling and
analysis, and user-driven products and tools
resulting from observations of underwater
sound funded through grants awarded under
paragraph (1).

(b) COORDINATION.—The program described
in subsection (a) shall—

(1) include the Ocean Noise Reference Sta-
tion Network of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration and the Na-
tional Park Service;

(2) use and coordinate with the Integrated
Ocean Observing System; and

(3) coordinate with the Regional Ocean
Partnerships and the Director of the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service, as appro-
priate.

(c) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under
subsection (a), the Under Secretary shall
consider the geographic diversity of the re-
cipients of such grants.

(d) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—AnN activity may not
be carried out under this section if the Sec-
retary of Defense, in consultation with the
Under Secretary, determines that the activ-
ity would negatively impact the defense
readiness or the national security of the
United States.

(e) FUNDING.—From funds otherwise appro-
priated to the Under Secretary, $1,500,000 is
authorized for each of fiscal years 2023
through 2028 to carry out this section.

Subtitle B—Oil Spills
SEC. 5321. IMPROVING OIL SPILL PREPARED-
NESS.

The Under Secretary of Commerce for
Oceans and Atmosphere shall include in the
Automated Data Inquiry for Oil Spills data-
base (or a successor database) used by Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion oil weathering models new data, includ-
ing peer-reviewed data, on properties of
crude and refined oils, including data on di-
luted bitumen, as such data becomes pub-
licly available.

SEC. 5322. WESTERN ALASKA OIL SPILL PLAN-
NING CRITERIA.

(a) ALASKA OIL SPILL PLANNING CRITERIA
PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 3 of title 14,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:
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“§323. Western Alaska Oil Spill Planning Cri-
teria Program

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
within the Coast Guard a Western Alaska Oil
Spill Planning Criteria Program (referred to
in this section as the ‘Program’) to develop
and administer the Western Alaska oil spill
planning criteria.

“(b) PROGRAM MANAGER.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, the Commandant shall select a perma-
nent civilian career employee through a
competitive search process for a term of not
less than 5 years to serve as the Western
Alaska Oil Spill Criteria Program Manager
(referred to in this section as the ‘Program
Manager’)—

‘“(A) the primary duty of whom shall be to
administer the Program; and

‘“(B) who shall not be subject to frequent
or routine reassignment.

“(2) CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.—The indi-
vidual selected to serve as the Program Man-
ager shall not have conflicts of interest re-
lating to entities regulated by the Coast
Guard.

““(3) DUTIES.—

‘‘(A) DEVELOPMENT OF GUIDANCE.—The Pro-
gram Manager shall develop guidance for—

‘(i) approval, drills, and testing relating to
the Western Alaska oil spill planning cri-
teria; and

‘‘(i1) gathering input concerning such plan-
ning criteria from Federal agencies, State,
local, and Tribal governments, and relevant
industry and nongovernmental entities.

‘(B) ASSESSMENTS.—Not less frequently
than once every 5 years, the Program Man-
ager shall—

‘(i) assess whether such existing planning
criteria adequately meet the needs of vessels
operating in the geographic area; and

‘(i1) identify methods for advancing re-
sponse capability so as to achieve, with re-
spect to a vessel, compliance with national
planning criteria.

¢“(C) ONSITE VERIFICATIONS.—The Program
Manager shall address the relatively small
number and limited nature of verifications
of response capabilities for vessel response
plans by increasing, within the Seventeenth
Coast Guard District, the quantity and fre-
quency of onsite verifications of the pro-
viders identified in vessel response plans.

““(c) TRAINING.—The Commandant shall en-
hance the knowledge and proficiency of
Coast Guard personnel with respect to the
Program by—

‘(1) developing formalized training on the
Program that, at a minimum—

‘“(A) provides in-depth analysis of—

‘(i) the national planning criteria de-
scribed in part 155 of title 33, Code of Federal
Regulations (or successor regulations);

‘‘(ii) alternative planning criteria;

‘‘(iii) Western Alaska oil spill planning cri-
teria;

‘‘(iv) Captain of the Port and Federal On-
Scene Coordinator authorities related to ac-
tivation of a vessel response plan;

‘“(v) the responsibilities of vessel owners
and operators in preparing a vessel response
plan for submission; and

‘(vi) responsibilities of the Area Com-
mittee, including risk analysis, response ca-
pability, and development of alternative
planning criteria;

‘“(B) explains the approval processes of ves-
sel response plans that involve alternative
planning criteria or Western Alaska oil spill
planning criteria; and

‘“(C) provides instruction on the processes
involved in carrying out the actions de-
scribed in paragraphs (9)(D) and (9)(F') of sec-
tion 311(j) of the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1321(j)), including in-
struction on carrying out such actions—
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‘(i) in any geographic area in the United
States; and

‘‘(ii) specifically in the Seventeenth Coast
Guard District; and

‘(2) providing such training to all Coast
Guard personnel involved in the Program.

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) ALTERNATIVE PLANNING CRITERIA.—The
term ‘alternative planning criteria’ means
criteria submitted under section 155.1065 or
155.5067 of title 33, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (or successor regulations), for vessel re-
sponse plans.

‘(2) TRIBAL.—The term ‘Tribal’ means of
or pertaining to an Indian Tribe or a Tribal
organization (as those terms are defined in
section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination
and Education Assistance Act (256 U.S.C.
5304)).

“(3) VESSEL RESPONSE PLAN.—The term
‘vessel response plan’ means a plan required
to be submitted by the owner or operator of
a tank vessel or a nontank vessel under regu-
lations issued by the President under section
311(j)(5) of the Federal Water Pollution Con-
trol Act (33 U.S.C. 1321(j)(5)).

‘(4) WESTERN ALASKA OIL SPILL PLANNING
CRITERIA.—The term ‘Western Alaska o0il
spill planning criteria’ means the criteria re-
quired under paragraph (9) of section 311(j) of
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33
U.S.C. 1321(j)).”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for
chapter 3 of title 14, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following:

¢“323. Western Alaska Oil Spill Planning Cri-
teria Program.”.

(b) WESTERN ALASKA OIL SPILL PLANNING
CRITERIA.—

(1) AMENDMENT.—Section 311(j) of the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C.
1321(j)) is amended by adding at the end the
following:

‘(9) ALTERNATIVE PLANNING CRITERIA PRO-
GRAM.—

‘‘(A) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph:

‘(i) ALTERNATIVE PLANNING CRITERIA.—The
term ‘alternative planning criteria’ means
criteria submitted under section 155.1065 or
155.5067 of title 33, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (or successor regulations), for vessel re-
sponse plans.

¢‘(ii) PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND CAPTAIN OF THE
PORT ZONE.—The term ‘Prince William Sound
Captain of the Port Zone’ means the area de-
scribed in section 3.85-15(b) of title 33, Code
of Federal Regulations (or successor regula-
tions).

‘“(iii) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’
means the Secretary of the department in
which the Coast Guard is operating.

‘(iv) TRIBAL.—The term ‘Tribal’ means of
or pertaining to an Indian Tribe or a Tribal
organization (as those terms are defined in
section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination
and Education Assistance Act (256 U.S.C.
5304)).

‘(v) VESSEL RESPONSE PLAN.—The term
‘vessel response plan’ means a plan required
to be submitted by the owner or operator of
a tank vessel or a nontank vessel under regu-
lations issued by the President under para-
graph (5).

‘‘(vi) WESTERN ALASKA CAPTAIN OF THE
PORT ZONE.—The term ‘Western Alaska Cap-
tain of the Port Zone’ means the area de-
scribed in section 3.85-15(a) of title 33, Code
of Federal Regulations (as in effect on the
date of enactment of this paragraph).

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENT.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (I), for any part of the area of
responsibility of the Western Alaska Captain
of the Port Zone or the Prince William
Sound Captain of the Port Zone in which the
Secretary has determined that the national
planning criteria established pursuant to
this subsection are inappropriate for a vessel
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operating in that area, a response plan re-
quired under paragraph (5) with respect to a
discharge of oil for such a vessel shall com-
ply with the planning criteria established
under subparagraph (D)(i).

“(C) RELATION TO NATIONAL PLANNING CRI-
TERIA.—The planning criteria established
under subparagraph (D)(i) shall, with respect
to a discharge of oil from a vessel described
in subparagraph (B), apply in lieu of any al-
ternative planning criteria accepted for ves-
sels operating in that area prior to the date
on which the planning criteria under sub-
paragraph (D)(i) are established.

‘(D) ESTABLISHMENT OF PLANNING CRI-
TERIA.—The President, acting through the
Commandant in consultation with the West-
ern Alaska Oil Spill Criteria Program Man-
ager established under section 323 of title 14,
United States Code—

‘(i) shall establish—

“(I) Alaska oil spill planning criteria for a
worst case discharge of oil, and a substantial
threat of such a discharge, within any part of
the area of responsibility of the Western
Alaska Captain of the Port Zone or Prince
William Sound Captain of the Port Zone in
which the Secretary has determined that the
national planning criteria established pursu-
ant to this subsection are inappropriate for a
vessel operating in that area; and

‘“(I1) standardized submission, review, ap-
proval, and compliance verification proc-
esses for the planning criteria established
under clause (i), including the quantity and
frequency of drills and on-site verifications
of vessel response plans accepted pursuant to
those planning criteria; and

¢“(ii) may, as required to develop standards
that adequately reflect the needs and capa-
bilities of various locations within the West-
ern Alaska Captain of the Port Zone, develop
subregions in which the Alaska oil spill plan-
ning criteria referred to in clause (i)(I) may
differ from such criteria for other subregions
in the Western Alaska Captain of the Port
Zone, provided that any such criteria for a
subregion is not less stringent than the cri-
teria required for a worst case discharge of
oil, and a substantial threat of such a dis-
charge, within any part of the applicable
subregion.

“(E) INCLUSIONS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Western Alaska oil
spill planning criteria established under sub-
paragraph (D)(i) shall include planning cri-
teria for the following:

‘“(I) Mechanical oil spill response resources
that are required to be located within that
area.

“‘(IT) Response times for mobilization of oil
spill response resources and arrival on the
scene of a worst case discharge of oil, or sub-
stantial threat of such a discharge, occurring
within that area.

‘“(IIT) Pre-identified vessels for oil spill re-
sponse that are capable of operating in the
ocean environment.

“(IV) Ensuring the availability of at least
1 oil spill removal organization that is clas-
sified by the Coast Guard and that—

‘‘(aa) is capable of responding in all oper-
ating environments in that area;

““(bb) controls oil spill response resources
of dedicated and nondedicated resources
within that area, through ownership, con-
tracts, agreements, or other means approved
by the President, sufficient—

““(AA) to mobilize and sustain a response
to a worst case discharge of oil; and

‘(BB) to contain, recover, and temporarily
store discharged oil;

‘‘(ce) has pre-positioned oil spill response
resources in strategic locations throughout
that area in a manner that ensures the abil-
ity to support response personnel, marine op-
erations, air cargo, or other related logistics
infrastructure;
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‘‘(dd) has temporary storage capability
using both dedicated and non-dedicated as-
sets located within that area;

‘‘(ee) has non-mechanical oil spill response
resources, to be available under contracts,
agreements, or other means approved by the
President, capable of responding to a dis-
charge of persistent oil and a discharge of
nonpersistent oil, whether the discharged oil
was carried by a vessel as fuel or cargo; and

‘“(ff) considers availability of wildlife re-
sponse resources for primary, secondary, and
tertiary responses to support carcass collec-
tion, sampling, deterrence, rescue, and reha-
bilitation of birds, sea turtles, marine mam-
mals, fishery resources, and other wildlife.

(V) With respect to tank barges carrying
nonpersistent oil in bulk as cargo, oil spill
response resources that are required to be
carried on board.

“(VI) Specifying a minimum length of time
that approval of a response plan under this
paragraph is valid.

“(VII) Managing wildlife protection and re-
habilitation, including identified wildlife
protection and rehabilitation resources in
that area.

‘(i) ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS.—The
Commandant may consider criteria regard-
ing—

‘“(I) vessel routing measures consistent
with international routing measure devi-
ation protocols; and

‘“(IT) maintenance of real-time continuous
vessel tracking, monitoring, and engagement
protocols with the ability to detect and ad-
dress vessel operation anomalies.

“(F) REQUIREMENT FOR APPROVAL.—The
President may approve a response plan for a
vessel under this paragraph only if the owner
or operator of the vessel demonstrates the
availability of the oil spill response re-
sources required to be included in the re-
sponse plan under the planning criteria es-
tablished under subparagraph (D)(i).

‘(G) PERIODIC AUDITS.—The Secretary shall
conduct periodic audits to ensure compliance
of vessel response plans and oil spill removal
organizations within the Western Alaska
Captain of the Port Zone and the Prince Wil-
liam Sound Captain of the Port Zone with
the planning criteria under subparagraph
D)({d).

‘(H) REVIEW OF DETERMINATION.—Not less
frequently than once every b years, the Sec-
retary shall review each determination of
the Secretary under subparagraph (B) that
the national planning criteria are inappro-
priate for a vessel operating in the area of
responsibility of the Western Alaska Captain
of the Port Zone and the Prince William
Sound Captain of the Port Zone.

‘(I) VESSELS IN COOK INLET.—Unless other-
wise authorized by the Secretary, a vessel
may only operate in Cook Inlet, Alaska,
under a vessel response plan that meets the
requirements of the national planning cri-
teria established pursuant to paragraph (5).

“(J) SAVINGS PROVISIONS.—Nothing in this
paragraph affects—

‘(i) the requirements under this subsection
applicable to vessel response plans for ves-
sels operating within the area of responsi-
bility of the Western Alaska Captain of the
Port Zone, within Cook Inlet, Alaska;

‘“(ii) the requirements under this sub-
section applicable to vessel response plans
for vessels operating within the area of re-
sponsibility of the Prince William Sound
Captain of the Port Zone under section 5005
of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (33 U.S.C.
2735); or

‘“(iii) the authority of a Federal On-Scene
Coordinator to use any available resources
when responding to an oil spill.”’.

(2) ESTABLISHMENT OF ALASKA OIL SPILL
PLANNING CRITERIA.—
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(A) DEADLINE.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
President shall establish the planning cri-
teria required to be established under para-
graph (9)(D)(i) of section 311(j) of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act (33 TU.S.C.
1321(j)).

(B) CONSULTATION.—In establishing the
planning criteria described in subparagraph
(B), the President shall consult with the Fed-
eral, State, local, and Tribal agencies and
the owners and operators that would be sub-
ject to those planning criteria, and with oil
spill removal organizations, Alaska Native
organizations, and environmental non-
governmental organizations located within
the State of Alaska.

(C) CONGRESSIONAL REPORT.—Not later
than 2 years after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary shall submit to
Congress a report describing the status of
implementation of paragraph (9) of section
311(j) of the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act (33 U.S.C. 1321(j)).

SEC. 5323. ACCIDENT AND INCIDENT NOTIFICA-
TION RELATING TO PIPELINES.

(a) REPEAL.—Subsection (c¢) of section 9 of
the Pipeline Safety, Regulatory Certainty,
and Job Creation Act of 2011 (49 U.S.C. 60117
note; Public Law 112-90) is repealed.

(b) APPLICATION.—Section 9 of the Pipeline
Safety, Regulatory Certainty, and Job Cre-
ation Act of 2011 (49 U.S.C. 60117 note; Public
Law 112-90) shall be applied and administered
as if the subsection repealed by subsection
(a) had never been enacted.

SEC. 5324. COAST GUARD CLAIMS PROCESSING
COSTS.

Section 1012(a)(4) of the Oil Pollution Act
of 1990 (33 U.S.C. 2712(a)(4)) is amended by
striking ‘‘damages;” and inserting ‘‘dam-
ages, including, in the case of a spill of na-
tional significance that results in extraor-
dinary Coast Guard claims processing activi-
ties, the administrative and personnel costs
of the Coast Guard to process those claims
(including the costs of commercial claims
processing, expert services, training, and
technical services), subject to the condition
that the Coast Guard shall submit to Con-
gress a report describing the spill of national
significance not later than 30 days after the
date on which the Coast Guard determines it
necessary to process those claims;”’.

SEC. 5325. CALCULATION OF INTEREST ON DEBT
OWED TO THE NATIONAL POLLU-
TION FUND.

Section 1005(b)(4) of the Oil Pollution Act
of 1990 (33 U.S.C. 2705(b)(4)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘The interest paid’ and in-
serting the following:

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The interest paid for
claims, other than Federal Government cost
recovery claims,’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘(B) FEDERAL COST RECOVERY CLAIMS.—The
interest paid for Federal Government cost
recovery claims under this section shall be
calculated in accordance with section 3717 of
title 31, United States Code.”.

SEC. 5326. PER-INCIDENT LIMITATION.

Subparagraph (A) of section 9509(c)(2) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amend-
ed—

(1) in clause (i), by striking $1,000,000,000"
and inserting ‘‘$1,500,000,000’;

(2) in clause (ii), by striking ¢$500,000,000"
and inserting ‘‘$750,000,000"’; and

(3) in the heading, by striking ‘$1,000,000,000"’
and inserting ‘‘$1,500,000,000.

SEC. 5327. ACCESS TO THE OIL SPILL LIABILITY
TRUST FUND.

Section 6002 of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990
(33 U.S.C. 2752) is amended by striking sub-
section (b) and inserting the following:

*“(b) EXCEPTIONS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a) shall not
apply to—
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“‘(A) section 1006(f), 1012(a)(4), or 5006; or

‘“(B) an amount, which may not exceed
$50,000,000 in any fiscal year, made available
by the President from the Fund—

‘(i) to carry out section 311(c) of the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C.
1321(c)); and

‘“(ii) to initiate the assessment of natural
resources damages required under section
1006.

‘“(2) FUND ADVANCES.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—To the extent that the
amount described in subparagraph (B) of
paragraph (1) is not adequate to carry out
the activities described in that subpara-
graph, the Coast Guard may obtain 1 or more
advances from the Fund as may be nec-
essary, up to a maximum of $100,000,000 for
each advance, with the total amount of ad-
vances not to exceed the amounts available
under section 9509(c)(2) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986.

“(B) NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 30 days after the date on which the
Coast Guard obtains an advance under sub-
paragraph (A), the Coast Guard shall notify
Congress of—

‘(i) the amount advanced; and

‘“(ii) the facts and circumstances that ne-
cessitated the advance.

(9] REPAYMENT.—Amounts advanced
under this paragraph shall be repaid to the
Fund when, and to the extent that, removal
costs are recovered by the Coast Guard from
responsible parties for the discharge or sub-
stantial threat of discharge.

“4(3) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts to which this
subsection applies shall remain available
until expended.”.

SEC. 5328. COST-REIMBURSABLE AGREEMENTS.

Section 1012 of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990
(33 U.S.C. 2712) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1)(B), by striking ‘‘by
a Governor or designated State official”’ and
inserting ‘‘by a State, a political subdivision
of a State, or an Indian tribe, pursuant to a
cost-reimbursable agreement’’;

(2) by striking subsections (d) and (e) and
inserting the following:

‘‘(d) COST-REIMBURSABLE AGREEMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out section
311(c) of the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act (33 U.S.C. 1321(c)), the President may
enter into cost-reimbursable agreements
with a State, a political subdivision of a
State, or an Indian tribe to obligate the
Fund for the payment of removal costs con-
sistent with the National Contingency Plan.

‘(2) INAPPLICABILITY.—Neither section 1535
of title 31, United States Code, nor chapter 63
of that title shall apply to a cost-reimburs-
able agreement entered into under this sub-
section.”’; and

(3) by redesignating subsections (f), (h), (i),
(i), (k), and (1) as subsections (e), (f), (g), (h),
(i), and (j), respectively.

SEC. 5329. OIL SPILL RESPONSE REVIEW.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, the Commandant
shall develop and carry out a program—

(1) to increase collection and improve the
quality of incident data on oil spill location
and response capability by periodically eval-
uating the data, documentation, and anal-
ysis of—

(A) Coast Guard-approved vessel response
plans, including vessel response plan audits
and assessments;

(B) 0il spill response drills conducted under
section 311(j)(7) of the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1321(j)(7)) that
occur within the Marine Transportation Sys-
tem; and

(C) responses to oil spill incidents that re-
quire mobilization of contracted response re-
sources;

(2) to update, not less frequently than an-
nually, information contained in the Coast
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Guard Response Resource Inventory and
other Coast Guard tools used to document
the availability and status of oil spill re-
sponse equipment, so as to ensure that such
information remains current; and

(3) subject to section 552 of title 5, United
States Code (commonly known as the ‘“‘Free-
dom of Information Act’’), to make data col-
lected under paragraph (1) available to the
public.

(b) PoLicY.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Com-
mandant shall issue a policy—

(1) to establish processes to maintain the
program under subsection (a) and support
Coast Guard oil spill prevention and response
activities, including by incorporating oil
spill incident data from after-action oil spill
reports and data ascertained from vessel re-
sponse plan exercises and audits into—

(A) review and approval process standards
and metrics;

(B) Alternative Planning Criteria (APC) re-
view processes;

(C) Area Contingency Plan (ACP) develop-
ment;

(D) risk assessments developed under sec-
tion 70001 of title 46, United States Code, in-
cluding lessons learned from reportable ma-
rine casualties;

(E) mitigating the impact of military per-
sonnel rotations in Coast Guard field units
on knowledge and awareness of vessel re-
sponse plan requirements, including knowl-
edge relating to the evaluation of proposed
alternatives to national planning require-
ments; and

(F) evaluating the consequences of report-
ing inaccurate data in vessel response plans
submitted to the Commandant pursuant to
part 300 of title 40, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, and submitted for storage in the Ma-
rine Information for Safety and Law En-
forcement database pursuant to section
300.300 of that title (or any successor regula-
tion);

(2) to standardize and develop tools, train-
ing, and other relevant guidance that may be
shared with vessel owners and operators to
assist with accurately calculating and meas-
uring the performance and viability of pro-
posed alternatives to national planning cri-
teria requirements and Area Contingency
Plans under the jurisdiction of the Coast
Guard;

(3) to improve training of Coast Guard per-
sonnel to ensure continuity of planning ac-
tivities under this section, including by iden-
tifying ways in which civilian staffing may
improve the continuity of operations; and

(4) to increase Federal Government en-
gagement with State, local, and Tribal gov-
ernments and stakeholders so as to strength-
en coordination and efficiency of oil spill re-
sponses.

(c) PERIODIC UPDATES.—Not less frequently
than every 5 years, the Commandant shall
update the processes established under sub-
section (b)(1) to incorporate relevant anal-
yses of—

(1) incident data on oil spill location and
response quality;

(2) oil spill risk assessments;

(3) oil spill response effectiveness and the
effects of such response on the environment;

(4) oil spill response drills conducted under
section 311(j)(7) of the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1321(j)(7));

(5) marine casualties reported to the Coast
Guard; and

(6) near miss incidents documented by a
Vessel Traffic Service Center (as such terms
are defined in section 70001(m) of title 46,
United States Code).

(d) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter for 5 years, the Com-
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mandant shall provide to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a briefing on the status of
ongoing and planned efforts to improve the
effectiveness and oversight of the vessel re-
sponse program.

(2) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Com-
mandant shall publish the report required by
subparagraph (A) on a publicly accessible
internet website of the Coast Guard.

SEC. 5330. REVIEW AND REPORT ON LIMITED IN-
DEMNITY PROVISIONS IN STANDBY
OIL SPILL RESPONSE CONTRACTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a report on the effects of re-
moving limited indemnity provisions from
Coast Guard oil spill response contracts en-
tered into by the President (or a delegate)
under section 311(c) of the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1321(c)).

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of the adequacy of con-
tracts described in that subsection in meet-
ing the needs of the United States to carry
out oil spill cleanups under the National
Contingency Plan (as defined in section
311(a) of the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act (33 U.S.C. 1321(a)) during the period be-
ginning in 2009 and ending in 2014 with re-
spect to those contracts that included lim-
ited indemnity provisions for oil spill re-
sponse organizations.

(2) A review of the costs incurred by the
Coast Guard, the 0Oil Spill Liability Trust
Fund established by section 9509(a) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986, and the Federal
Government to cover the indemnity provi-
sions provided to oil spill response organiza-
tions during the period described in para-
graph (1).

(3) An assessment of the adequacy of con-
tracts described in that subsection in meet-
ing the needs of the United States to carry
out oil spill cleanups under the National
Contingency Plan (as so defined) after lim-
ited indemnity provisions for oil spill re-
sponse organizations were removed from
those contracts in 2014.

(4) An assessment of the impact that the
removal of limited indemnity provisions de-
scribed in paragraph (3) has had on the abil-
ity of oil spill response organizations to
enter into contracts described in that sub-
section.

(5) An assessment of the ability of the Oil
Spill Liability Trust Fund established by
section 9509(a) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986, to cover limited indemnity provided
to a contractor for liabilities and expenses
incidental to the containment or removal of
oil arising out of the performance of a con-
tract that is substantially identical to the
terms contained in subsections (d)(2) through
(h) of section H.4 of the contract offered by
the Coast Guard in the solicitation num-
bered DTCG89-98-A-68F953 and dated Novem-
ber 17, 1998.

SEC. 5331. ADDITIONAL EXCEPTIONS TO REGULA-
TIONS FOR TOWING VESSELS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall review existing Coast Guard
policies with respect to exceptions to the ap-
plicability of subchapter M of chapter I of
title 46, Code of Federal Regulations (or suc-
cessor regulations), for—

(1) an oil spill response vessel, or a vessel
of opportunity, while such vessel is—

(A) towing boom for oil spill response; or
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(B) participating in an oil response exer-
cise; and

(2) a fishing vessel while that vessel is op-
erating as a vessel of opportunity.

(b) PoLicy.—Not later than 180 days after
the conclusion of the review required by sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall revise or
issue any necessary policy to clarify the ap-
plicability of subchapter M of chapter I of
title 46, Code of Federal Regulations (or suc-
cessor regulations) to the vessels described
in subsection (a). Such a policy shall ensure
safe and effective operation of such vessels.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) FISHING VESSEL; OIL SPILL RESPONSE
VESSEL.—The terms ‘‘fishing vessel’’ and ‘‘oil
spill response vessel” have the meanings
given such terms in section 2101 of title 46,
United States Code.

(2) VESSEL OF OPPORTUNITY.—The term
“vessel of opportunity’” means a vessel en-
gaged in spill response activities that is nor-
mally and substantially involved in activi-
ties other than spill response and not a ves-
sel carrying oil as a primary cargo.

Subtitle C—Environmental Compliance

SEC. 5341. REVIEW OF ANCHORAGE REGULA-
TIONS.

(a) REGULATORY REVIEW.—Not later than 1
year after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall complete a review of ex-
isting anchorage regulations or other rules,
which review shall include—

(1) identifying any such regulations or
rules that may need modification or repeal
in the interest of marine safety, security, en-
vironmental, and economic concerns, taking
into account undersea pipelines, cables, or
other infrastructure; and

(2) completing a cost-benefit analysis for
any modification or repeal identified under
paragraph (1).

(b) BRIEFING.—Upon completion of the re-
view under subsection (a), but not later than
2 years after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall provide a briefing to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives that summa-
rizes the review.

SEC. 5342. STUDY ON IMPACTS ON SHIPPING AND
COMMERCIAL, TRIBAL, AND REC-
REATIONAL FISHERIES FROM THE
DEVELOPMENT OF RENEWABLE EN-
ERGY ON THE WEST COAST.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED WATERS.—The term ‘‘covered
waters’” means Federal or State waters off of
the Canadian border and out to the furthest
extent of the exclusive economic zone along
the west coast of the United States.

(2) EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE.—The term
“‘exclusive economic zone’ has the meaning
given that term in section 107 of title 46,
United States Code.

(b) STUDY.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary, the Secretary of the Interior, and the
Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and
Atmosphere, shall enter into an agreement
with the National Academies of Science, En-
gineering, and Medicine under which the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences shall carry out a
study to—

(1) identify, document, and analyze—

(A) historic and current, as of the date of
the study, Tribal, commercial, and rec-
reational fishing grounds, as well as areas
where fish stocks are likely to shift in the
future, in all covered waters;

(B) usual and accustomed fishing areas in
all covered waters;

(C) historic, current, and potential future
shipping lanes, based on projected growth in
shipping traffic in all covered waters; and

(D) key types of data needed to properly
site renewable energy sites on the West
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Coast with regard to assessing and miti-
gating conflicts;

(2) analyze—

(A) methods used to manage fishing, ship-
ping, and other maritime activities; and

(B) how those activities could be impacted
by the placement of renewable energy infra-
structure and the associated construction,
maintenance, and operation of such infra-
structure; and

(3) review the current decision-making
process for offshore wind in covered waters
and outline a comprehensive approach to in-
clude all impacted coastal communities, par-
ticularly Tribal governments and fisheries
communities, in the decision-making process
for offshore wind in covered waters.

(c) SUBMISSION.—Not later than 1 year
after commencing the study under sub-
section (b), the Secretary shall—

(1) submit the study to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation and
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure, the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives, including the re-
view and outline provided under subsection
(0)(3); and

(2) make the study publicly available.

Subtitle D—Environmental Issues
SEC. 5351. MODIFICATIONS TO THE SPORT FISH
RESTORATION AND BOATING TRUST
FUND ADMINISTRATION.

(a) DINGELL-JOHNSON SPORT FISH RESTORA-
TION ACT AMENDMENTS.—

(1) AVAILABLE AMOUNTS.—Clause (i) of sec-
tion 4(b)(1)(B) of the Dingell-Johnson Sport
Fish Restoration Act (16 U.S.C. 777c(b)(1)(B))
is amended to read as follows:

‘(i) for the fiscal year that includes No-
vember 15, 2021, the product obtained by mul-
tiplying—

“(I) $12,786,434; and

‘“(IT1) the change, relative to the preceding
fiscal year, in the Consumer Price Index for
All Urban Consumers published by the De-
partment of Liabor; and’’.

(2) AUTHORIZED EXPENSES.—Section 9(a) of
the Dingell-Johnson Sport Fish Restoration
Act (16 U.S.C. 77Th(a)) is amended—

(A) in paragraph (7), by striking
time”’; and

(B) in paragraph (9), by striking ‘‘on a full-
time basis”.

(b) PITTMAN-ROBERTSON WILDLIFE RES-
TORATION ACT AMENDMENTS.—

(1) AVAILABLE AMOUNTS.—Clause (i) of sec-
tion 4(a)(1)(B) of the Pittman-Robertson
Wildlife  Restoration Act (16 TU.S.C.
669c(a)(1)(B)) is amended to read as follows:

‘(i) for the fiscal year that includes No-
vember 15, 2021, the product obtained by mul-
tiplying—

“(I) $12,786,434; and

‘“(IT1) the change, relative to the preceding
fiscal year, in the Consumer Price Index for
All Urban Consumers published by the De-
partment of Liabor; and’’.

(2) AUTHORIZED EXPENSES.—Section 9(a) of
the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration
Act (16 U.S.C. 669h(a)) is amended—

(A) in paragraph (7), by striking
time”’; and

(B) in paragraph (9), by striking ‘‘on a full-
time basis’.

SEC. 5352. IMPROVEMENTS TO COAST GUARD
COMMUNICATION WITH NORTH PA-
CIFIC MARITIME AND FISHING IN-
DUSTRY.

(a) RESCUE 21 SYSTEM IN ALASKA.—

(1) UPGRADES.—The Commandant shall en-
sure the timely upgrade of the Rescue 21 sys-
tem in Alaska so as to achieve, not later
than August 30, 2023, 98 percent operational
availability of remote fixed facility sites.

“full-

“full-
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(2) PLAN TO REDUCE OUTAGES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commandant shall develop an operations
and maintenance plan for the Rescue 21 sys-
tem in Alaska that anticipates maintenance
needs so as to reduce Rescue 21 system out-
ages to the maximum extent practicable.

(B) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The plan re-
quired by subparagraph (A) shall be made
available to the public on a publicly acces-
sible internet website.

(3) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Commandant shall submit to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives a report
that—

(A) contains a plan for the Coast Guard to
notify mariners of radio outages for towers
owned and operated by the Seventeenth
Coast Guard District;

(B) addresses in such plan how the Seven-
teenth Coast Guard will—

(i) disseminate updates regarding outages
on social media not less frequently than
every 48 hours;

(ii) provide updates on a publicly acces-
sible website not less frequently than every
48 hours;

(iii) develop methods for notifying mari-
ners in areas in which cellular connectivity
does not exist; and

(iv) develop and advertise a web-based
communications update hub on AM/FM radio
for mariners; and

(C) identifies technology gaps necessary to
implement the plan and provides a budgetary
assessment necessary to implement the plan.

(4) CONTINGENCY PLAN.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commandant, in collaboration with rel-
evant Federal and State entities (including
the North Pacific Fishery Management
Council, the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration Weather Service, the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration Fisheries Service, agencies of the
State of Alaska, local radio stations, and
stakeholders), shall establish a contingency
plan to ensure that notifications of an out-
age of the Rescue 21 system in Alaska are
broadly disseminated in advance of such out-

age.

(B) ELEMENTS.—The plan required by sub-
paragraph (A) shall require the Coast
Guard—

(i) to disseminate updates regarding out-
ages on social media not less frequently than
every 48 hours during an outage;

(ii) to provide updates on a publicly acces-
sible website not less frequently than every
48 hours during an outage;

(iii) to notify mariners in areas in which
cellular connectivity does not exist;

(iv) to develop and advertise a web-based
communications update hub on AM/FM radio
for mariners; and

(v) to identify technology gaps that need
to be addressed in order to implement the
plan, and to provide a budgetary assessment
necessary to implement the plan.

(b) IMPROVEMENTS TO COMMUNICATION WITH
THE FISHING INDUSTRY AND RELATED STAKE-
HOLDERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant, in co-
ordination with the National Commercial
Fishing Safety Advisory Committee estab-
lished by section 15102 of title 46, United
States Code, shall develop a publicly acces-
sible internet website that contains all Coast
Guard-related information relating to the
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fishing industry, including safety informa-
tion, inspection and enforcement require-
ments, hazards, training, regulations (in-
cluding proposed regulations), Rescue 21 sys-
tem outages and similar outages, and any in-
formation regarding fishing-related activi-
ties under the jurisdiction of the Coast
Guard.

(2) AUTOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS.—The Com-
mandant shall provide methods for regular
and automatic email communications with
stakeholders who elect, through the internet
website developed under paragraph (1), to re-
ceive such communications.

(c) ADVANCE NOTIFICATION OF MILITARY OR
OTHER EXERCISES.—In consultation with the
Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of State,
and commercial fishing industry partici-
pants, the Commandant shall develop and
publish on a publicly available internet
website a plan for notifying United States
mariners and the operators of United States
fishing vessels in advance of—

(1) military exercises in the exclusive eco-
nomic zone of the United States (as defined
in section 3 of the Magnuson-Stevens Fish-
ery Conservation and Management Act (16
U.S.C. 1802)); or

(2) other military activities that will im-
pact recreational or commercial activities.
SEC. 5353. FISHING SAFETY TRAINING GRANTS

PROGRAM.

Section 4502(i)(4) of title 46, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘2018 through
2021’ and inserting ‘2023 through 2025°.

SEC. 5354. LOAD LINES.

(a) DEFINITION OF COVERED FISHING VES-
SEL.—In this section, the term ‘‘covered fish-
ing vessel” means a vessel that operates ex-
clusively in one, or both, of the Thirteenth
and Seventeenth Coast Guard Districts and
that—

(1) was constructed, under construction, or
under contract to be constructed as a fish
tender vessel before January 1, 1980;

(2) was converted for use as a fish tender
vessel before January 1, 2022, and—

(A) the vessel has a current stability letter
issued in accordance with regulations pre-
scribed under chapter 51 of title 46, United
States Code; and

(B) the hull and internal structure of the
vessel has been verified as suitable for in-
tended service as examined by a marine sur-
veyor of an organization accepted by the
Secretary 2 times in the 5 years preceding
the date of the determination under this sub-
section, with no interval of more than 3
years between such examinations; or

(3) operates part-time as a fish tender ves-
sel for a period of less than 180 days.

(b) APPLICATION TO CERTAIN VESSELS.—
During the period beginning on the date of
enactment of this Act and ending on the date
that is 3 years after the date on which the re-
port required under subsection (c) is sub-
mitted, the load line requirements of chapter
51 of title 46, United States Code, shall not
apply to covered fishing vessels.

(¢) GAO REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 12 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives—

(A) a report on the safety and seaworthi-
ness of vessels referenced in section 5102(b)(5)
of title 46, United States Code; and

(B) recommendations for exempting cer-
tain vessels from the load line requirements
under chapter 51 of title 46 of such Code.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:
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(A) An assessment of stability require-
ments of vessels referenced in section
5102(b)(5) of title 46, United States Code.

(B) An analysis of vessel casualties, mis-
haps, or other safety information relevant to
load line requirements when a vessel is oper-
ating part-time as a fish tender vessel.

(C) An assessment of any other safety in-
formation as the Comptroller General deter-
mines appropriate.

(D) A list of all vessels that, as of the date
of the report—

(i) are covered under section 5102(b)(5) of
title 46, United States Code;

(ii) are acting as part-time fish tender ves-
sels; and

(iii) are subject to any captain of the port
zone subject to the oversight of the Com-
mandant.

(3) CONSULTATION.—In preparing the report
required under paragraph (1), the Comp-
troller General shall consider consultation
with, at a minimum, the maritime industry,
including—

(A) relevant Federal, State, and Tribal
maritime associations and groups; and

(B) relevant federally funded research in-
stitutions, nongovernmental organizations,
and academia.

(d) APPLICABILITY.—Nothing in this section
shall limit any authority available, as of the
date of enactment of this Act, to the captain
of a port with respect to safety measures or
any other authority as necessary for the
safety of covered fishing vessels.

SEC. 5355. ACTIONS BY NATIONAL MARINE FISH-
ERIES SERVICE TO INCREASE EN-
ERGY PRODUCTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The National Marine
Fisheries Service shall, immediately upon
the enactment of this Act, take action to ad-
dress the outstanding backlog of letters of
authorization for the Gulf of Mexico.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the National Marine Fisheries
Service should—

(1) take immediate action to issue a rule
that allows the Service to approve out-
standing and future applications for letters
of authorization consistent with the Serv-
ice’s permitting activities; and

(2) on or after the effective date of the rule,
prioritize the consideration of applications
in a manner that is consistent with applica-
ble Federal law.

Subtitle E—Illegal Fishing and Forced Labor
Prevention
SEC. 5361. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) FORCED LABOR.—The term ‘‘forced
labor’” means any labor or service provided
for or obtained by any means described in
section 1589(a) of title 18, United States
Code.

(2) HUMAN TRAFFICKING.—The term ‘‘human
trafficking’’ has the meaning given the term
“‘severe forms of trafficking in persons’ in
section 103 of the Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102).

(3) ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED, OR UNREGULATED
FISHING.—The term ‘‘illegal, unreported, or
unregulated fishing’’ has the meaning given
such term in the implementing regulations
or any subsequent regulations issued pursu-
ant to section 609(e) of the High Seas
Driftnet Fishing Moratorium Protection Act
(16 U.S.C. 1826j(e)).

(4) OPPRESSIVE CHILD LABOR.—The term
“‘oppressive child labor’’ has the meaning
given such term in section 3 of the Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 203).

() SEAFOOD.—The term ‘‘seafood” means
all marine animal and plant life meant for
consumption as food other than marine
mammals and birds, including fish, shellfish,
shellfish products, and processed fish.

(6) SEAFOOD IMPORT MONITORING PROGRAM.—
The term ‘‘Seafood Import Monitoring Pro-
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gram’ means the Seafood Traceability Pro-
gram established in subpart Q of part 300 of
title 50, Code of Federal Regulations (or any
successor regulation).

(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Commerce, acting
through the Administrator of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
CHAPTER 1—COMBATING HUMAN TRAF-

FICKING THROUGH SEAFOOD IMPORT

MONITORING
SEC. 5362. ENHANCEMENT OF SEAFOOD IMPORT

MONITORING PROGRAM  AUTO-
MATED COMMERCIAL ENVIRON-
MENT MESSAGE SET.

The Secretary, in coordination with the
Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border
Protection, shall, not later than 6 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, de-
velop a strategy to improve the quality and
verifiability of already collected Seafood Im-
port Monitoring Program Message Set data
elements in the Automated Commercial En-
vironment system. Such strategy shall
prioritize the use of enumerated data types,
such as checkboxes, dropdown menus, or
radio buttons, and any additional elements
the Administrator of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration finds ap-
propriate.

SEC. 5363. DATA SHARING AND AGGREGATION.

(a) INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP ON ILLE-
GAL, UNREPORTED, OR UNREGULATED FISH-
ING.—Section 3551(c) of the Maritime SAFE
Act (16 U.S.C. 8031(c)) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (4) through
(13) as paragraphs (5) through (14), respec-
tively; and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(4) maximizing the utility of the import
data collected by the members of the Work-
ing Group by harmonizing data standards
and entry fields;”’.

(b) PROHIBITION ON AGGREGATED CATCH
DATA FOR CERTAIN SPECIES.—Beginning not
later than 1 year after the date of enactment
of this Act, for the purposes of compliance
with respect to Northern red snapper under
the Seafood Import Monitoring Program, the
Secretary may not allow an aggregated har-
vest report of such species, regardless of ves-
sel size.

SEC. 5364. IMPORT AUDITS.

(a) AUDIT PROCEDURES.—The Secretary
shall, not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this Act, implement proce-
dures to audit information and supporting
records of sufficient numbers of imports of
seafood and seafood products subject to the
Seafood Import Monitoring Program to sup-
port statistically robust conclusions that the
samples audited are representative of all sea-
food imports covered by the Seafood Import
Monitoring Program with respect to a given
year.

(b) EXPANSION OF MARINE FORENSICS LAB-
ORATORY.—The Secretary shall, not later
than 1 year after the date of enactment of
this Act, begin the process of expanding the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration’s Marine Forensics Laboratory, in-
cluding by establishing sufficient capacity
for the development and deployment of
rapid, and follow-up, analysis of field-based
tests focused on identifying Seafood Import
Monitoring Program species, and prioritizing
such species at high risk of illegal, unre-
ported, or unregulated fishing and seafood
fraud.

(¢c) ANNUAL REVISION.—In developing the
procedures required in subsection (a), the
Secretary shall use predictive analytics to
inform whether to revise such procedures to
prioritize for audit those imports originating
from nations—

(1) identified pursuant to section 609(a) or
610(a) of the High Seas Driftnet Fishing Mor-
atorium Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 1826j(a) or
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1826k(a)) that have not yet received a subse-
quent positive certification pursuant to sec-
tion 609(d) or 610(c) of such Act, respectively;

(2) identified by an appropriate regional
fishery management organization as being
the flag state or landing location of vessels
identified by other nations or regional fish-
eries management organizations as engaging
in illegal, unreported, or unregulated fishing;

(3) identified as having human trafficking
or forced labor in any part of the seafood
supply chain, including on vessels flagged in
such nation, and including feed for cultured
production, in the most recent Trafficking in
Persons Report issued by the Department of
State in accordance with the Trafficking
Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7101
et seq.);

(4) identified as producing goods that con-
tain seafood using forced labor or oppressive
child labor in the most recent List of Goods
Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor in
accordance with the Trafficking Victims
Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.);
and

(5) identified as at risk for human traf-
ficking, including forced labor, in their sea-
food catching and processing industries by
the report required under section 3563 of the
Maritime SAFE Act (Public Law 116-92).

SEC. 5365. AVAILABILITY OF FISHERIES INFOR-
MATION.

Section 402(b)(1) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management Act
(16 U.S.C. 188la(b)(1)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (G), by striking ‘“or”
after the semicolon;

(2) in subparagraph (H), by striking the pe-
riod and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(I) to Federal agencies, to the extent nec-
essary and appropriate, to administer Fed-
eral programs established to combat illegal,
unreported, or unregulated fishing (as de-
fined in section 5361 of the Coast Guard Au-
thorization Act of 2022) or forced labor (as
defined in section 5361 of the Coast Guard
Authorization Act of 2022), which shall not
include an authorization for such agencies to
release data to the public unless such release
is related to enforcement.”.

SEC. 5366. REPORT ON SEAFOOD IMPORT MONI-
TORING PROGRAM.

(a) REPORT TO CONGRESS AND PUBLIC AVAIL-
ABILITY OF REPORTS.—The Secretary shall,
not later than 120 days after the end of each
fiscal year, submit to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation and
the Committee on Finance of the Senate and
the Committee on Natural Resources and the
Committee on Financial Services of the
House of Representatives a report that sum-
marizes the National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice’s efforts to prevent the importation of
seafood harvested through illegal, unre-
ported, or unregulated fishing, particularly
with respect to seafood harvested, produced,
processed, or manufactured by forced labor.
Each such report shall be made publicly
available on the website of the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration.

(b) CONTENTS.—Each report submitted
under subsection (a) shall include—

(1) the volume and value of seafood species
subject to the Seafood Import Monitoring
Program, reported by 10-digit Harmonized
Tariff Schedule of the United States codes,
imported during the previous fiscal year;

(2) the enforcement activities and prior-
ities of the National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice with respect to implementing the re-
quirements under the Seafood Import Moni-
toring Program;

(3) the percentage of import shipments sub-
ject to the Seafood Import Monitoring Pro-
gram selected for inspection or the informa-
tion or records supporting entry selected for

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

audit, as described in section 300.324(d) of

title 50, Code of Federal Regulations;

(4) the number and types of instances of
noncompliance with the requirements of the
Seafood Import Monitoring Program;

(5) the number and types of instances of
violations of State or Federal law discovered
through the Seafood Import Monitoring Pro-
gram;

(6) the seafood species with respect to
which violations described in paragraphs (4)
and (5) were most prevalent;

(7) the location of catch or harvest with re-
spect to which violations described in para-
graphs (4) and (5) were most prevalent;

(8) the additional tools, such as high per-
formance computing and associated costs,
that the Secretary needs to improve the effi-
cacy of the Seafood Import Monitoring Pro-
gram; and

(9) such other information as the Secretary
considers appropriate with respect to moni-
toring and enforcing compliance with the
Seafood Import Monitoring Program.

SEC. 5367. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
There is authorized to be appropriated to

the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Bor-

der Protection to carry out enforcement ac-
tions pursuant to section 307 of the Tariff

Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1307) $20,000,000 for each

of fiscal years 2023 through 2027.

CHAPTER 2—STRENGTHENING INTER-
NATIONAL FISHERIES MANAGEMENT TO
COMBAT HUMAN TRAFFICKING

SEC. 5370. DENIAL OF PORT PRIVILEGES.

Section 101(a)(2) of the High Seas Driftnet
Fisheries Enforcement Act (16 U.S.C.
1826a(a)(2)) is amended to read as follows:

‘‘(2) DENIAL OF PORT PRIVILEGES.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall—

‘“(A) withhold or revoke the clearance re-
quired by section 60105 of title 46, United
States Code, for any large-scale driftnet fish-
ing vessel of a nation that receives a nega-
tive certification under section 609(d) or
610(c) of the High Seas Driftnet Fishing Mor-
atorium Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 1826j(d) or
1826Kk(c)), or fishing vessels of a nation that
has been listed pursuant to section 609(b) or
section 610(a) of such Act (16 U.S.C. 1826j(b)
or 1826k(a)) in 2 or more consecutive reports
for the same type of fisheries activity, as de-
scribed under section 607 of such Act (16
U.S.C. 1826h), until a positive certification
has been received;

‘(B) withhold or revoke the clearance re-
quired by section 60105 of title 46, United
States Code, for fishing vessels of a nation
that has been listed pursuant to section
609(a) or 610(a) of the High Seas Driftnet
Fishing Moratorium Protection Act (16
U.S.C. 1826j(a) or 1826Kk(a)) in 2 or more con-
secutive reports as described under section
607 of such Act (16 U.S.C. 1826h); and

‘“(C) deny entry of that vessel to any place
in the United States and to the navigable
waters of the United States, except for the
purposes of inspecting such vessel, con-
ducting an investigation, or taking other ap-
propriate enforcement action.”.

SEC. 5371. IDENTIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION

CRITERIA.

(a) DENIAL OF PORT PRIVILEGES.—Section
609(a) of the High Seas Driftnet Fishing Mor-
atorium Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 1826j(a)) is
amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting
the following:

‘“(2) FOR ACTIONS OF A NATION.—The Sec-
retary shall identify, and list in such report,
a nation engaging in or endorsing illegal, un-
reported, or unregulated fishing. In deter-
mining which nations to list in such report,
the Secretary shall consider the following:

‘“(A) Any nation that is violating, or has
violated at any point during the 3 years pre-
ceding the date of the determination, con-
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servation and management measures, includ-
ing catch and other data reporting obliga-
tions and requirements, required under an
international fishery management agree-
ment to which the United States is a party.

‘“(B) Any nation that is failing, or has
failed in the 3-year period preceding the date
of the determination, to effectively address
or regulate illegal, unreported, or unregu-
lated fishing within its fleets in any areas
where its vessels are fishing.

“(C) Any nation that fails to discharge du-
ties incumbent upon it to which legally obli-
gated as a flag, port, or coastal state to take
action to prevent, deter, and eliminate ille-
gal, unreported, or unregulated fishing.

‘(D) Any nation that has been identified as
producing for export to the United States
seafood-related goods through forced labor
or oppressive child labor (as those terms are
defined in section 5361 of the Coast Guard
Authorization Act of 2022) in the most recent
List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or
Forced Labor in accordance with the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22
U.S.C. 7101 et seq.).”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(4) TIMING.—The Secretary shall make an
identification under paragraph (1) or (2) at
any time that the Secretary has sufficient
information to make such identification.”.

(b) ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED, OR UNREGULATED
CERTIFICATION DETERMINATION.—Section 609
of the High Seas Driftnet Fishing Morato-
rium Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 1826j) is
amended in subsection (d), by striking para-
graph (3) and inserting the following:

“(3) EFFECT OF CERTIFICATION DETERMINA-
TION.—

“(A) EFFECT OF NEGATIVE CERTIFICATION.—
The provisions of subsection (a), and para-
graphs (3) and (4) of subsection (b), of section
101 of the High Seas Driftnet Fisheries En-
forcement Act (16 U.S.C. 1826a(a) and (b)(3)
and (4)) shall apply to any nation that, after
being identified and notified under sub-
section (b), has failed to take the appropriate
corrective actions for which the Secretary
has issued a negative certification under this
subsection.

‘“(B) EFFECT OF POSITIVE CERTIFICATION.—
The provisions of subsection (a), and para-
graphs (3) and (4) of subsection (b), of section
101 of the High Seas Driftnet Fisheries En-
forcement Act (16 U.S.C. 1826a(a) and (b)(3)
and (4)) shall not apply to any nation identi-
fied under subsection (a) for which the Sec-
retary has issued a positive certification
under this subsection.”.

SEC. 5372. EQUIVALENT CONSERVATION MEAS-
URES.

(a) IDENTIFICATION.—Section 610(a) of the
High Seas Driftnet Fishing Moratorium Pro-
tection Act (16 U.S.C. 1826Kk(a)) is amended to
read as follows:

‘‘(a) IDENTIFICATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall iden-
tify and list in the report under section 607—

‘“(A) a nation if—

‘(i) any fishing vessel of that nation is en-
gaged, or has been engaged during the 3
years preceding the date of the determina-
tion, in fishing activities or practices on the
high seas or within the exclusive economic
zone of any nation, that have resulted in by-
catch of a protected living marine resource;
and

‘‘(ii) the vessel’s flag state has not adopted,
implemented, and enforced a regulatory pro-
gram governing such fishing designed to end
or reduce such bycatch that is comparable in
effectiveness to the regulatory program of
the United States, taking into account dif-
fering conditions; and

“(B) a nation if—
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‘(i) any fishing vessel of that nation is en-
gaged, or has engaged during the 3 years pre-
ceding the date of the determination, in fish-
ing activities on the high seas or within the
exclusive economic zone of another nation
that target or incidentally catch sharks; and

‘‘(ii) the vessel’s flag state has not adopted,
implemented, and enforced a regulatory pro-
gram to provide for the conservation of
sharks, including measures to prohibit re-
moval of any of the fins of a shark, including
the tail, before landing the shark in port,
that is comparable to that of the United
States.

‘(2) TIMING.—The Secretary shall make an
identification under paragraph (1) at any
time that the Secretary has sufficient infor-
mation to make such identification.”.

(b) CONSULTATION AND NEGOTIATION.—Sec-
tion 610(b) of the High Seas Driftnet Fishing
Moratorium Protection Act (16 U.S.C.
1826Kk(b)) is amended to read as follows:

““(b) CONSULTATION AND NEGOTIATION.—The
Secretary of State, acting in consultation
with the Secretary, shall—

“(1) notify, as soon as practicable, the
President and nations that are engaged in, or
that have any fishing vessels engaged in,
fishing activities or practices described in
subsection (a), about the provisions of this
Act;

‘“(2) initiate discussions as soon as prac-
ticable with all foreign nations that are en-
gaged in, or a fishing vessel of which has en-
gaged in, fishing activities described in sub-
section (a), for the purpose of entering into
bilateral and multilateral treaties with such
nations to protect such species and to ad-
dress any underlying failings or gaps that
may have contributed to identification
under this Act; and

‘(3) initiate the amendment of any exist-
ing international treaty for the protection
and conservation of such species to which
the United States is a party in order to make
such treaty consistent with the purposes and
policies of this section.”.

(c) CONSERVATION CERTIFICATION PROCE-
DURE.—Section 610(c) of the High Seas
Driftnet Fishing Moratorium Protection Act
(16 U.S.C. 1826k(c)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘the pub-
lic and”’ after ‘‘comment by’’; and

(2) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘(except to
the extent that such provisions apply to
sport fishing equipment or fish or fish prod-
ucts not caught by the vessels engaged in il-
legal, unreported, or unregulated fishing)”’.

(d) DEFINITION OF PROTECTED LIVING MA-
RINE RESOURCE.—Section 610(e) of the High
Seas Driftnet Fishing Moratorium Protec-
tion Act (16 U.S.C. 1826Kk(e)) is amended by
striking paragraph (1) and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘(1) except as provided in paragraph (2),
means nontarget fish, sea turtles, or marine
mammals that are protected under United
States law or international agreement, in-
cluding—

“‘(A) the Marine Mammal Protection Act of
1972 (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.);

‘(B) the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.);

‘(C) the Shark Finning Prohibition Act (16
U.S.C. 1822 note); and

‘(D) the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora, done at Washington March 3, 1973
(27 UST 1087; TIAS 8249); but’.

SEC. 5373. CAPACITY BUILDING IN FOREIGN
FISHERIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Com-
merce, in consultation with the heads of
other Federal agencies, as appropriate, shall
develop and carry out with partner govern-
ments and civil society—
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(1) multi-year coastal and marine resource
related international cooperation agree-
ments and projects; and

(2) multi-year capacity-building projects
for implementing measures to address ille-
gal, unreported, or unregulated fishing,
fraud, forced labor, bycatch, and other con-
servation measures.

(b) CAPACITY BUILDING.—Section 3543(d) of
the Maritime SAFE Act (16 U.S.C. 8013(d)) is
amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘as appropriate,’’; and

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘as appro-
priate” and inserting ‘‘for all priority re-
gions identified by the Working Group’’.

(c) REPORTS.—Section 3553 of the Maritime
SAFE Act (16 U.S.C. 8033) is amended—
(1) in paragraph (7), by striking

after the semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (8), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(9) the status of work with global enforce-
ment partners.”.

SEC. 5374. TRAINING OF UNITED STATES OBSERV-
ERS.

Section 403(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management Act
(16 U.S.C. 1881b(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (3), by striking
after the semicolon;

(2) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (5); and

(3) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(4) ensure that each observer has received
training to identify indicators of forced
labor (as defined in section 5361 of the Coast
Guard Authorization Act of 2022) and human
trafficking (as defined in section 5361 of the
Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2022) and
refer this information to appropriate au-
thorities; and”’.

SEC. 5375. REGULATIONS.

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary shall pro-
mulgate such regulations as may be nec-
essary to carry out this title.

SEC. 5376. USE OF DEVICES BROADCASTING ON
AIS FOR PURPOSES OF MARKING
FISHING GEAR.

The Secretary of the department in which
the Coast Guard is operating shall, within
the Eleventh Coast Guard District. Thir-
teenth Coast Guard District, Fourteenth
Coast Guard District, and Seventeenth Coast
Guard District, suspend enforcement of indi-
viduals using automatic identification sys-
tems devices to mark fishing equipment dur-
ing the period beginning on the date of en-
actment of this Act and ending on the earlier
of—

(1) the date that is 2 years after such date
of enactment; and

(2) the date the Federal Communications
Commission promulgates a final rule to au-
thorize a device used to mark fishing equip-
ment to operate in radio frequencies as-
signed for Automatic Identification System
stations.

TITLE LIV—SUPPORT FOR COAST GUARD
WORKFORCE
Subtitle A—Support for Coast Guard
Members and Families
SEC. 5401. COAST GUARD CHILD CARE IMPROVE-
MENTS.

(a) FAMILY DISCOUNT FOR CHILD DEVELOP-
MENT SERVICES.—Section 2922(b)(2) of title 14,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

‘(D) In the case of an active duty member
with two or more children attending a Coast
Guard child development center, the Com-
mandant may modify the fees to be charged
for attendance for the second and any subse-
quent child of such member by an amount

“and’”’

“and’”’
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that is 15 percent less than the amount of
the fee otherwise chargeable for the attend-
ance of the first such child enrolled at the
center, or another fee as the Commandant
determines appropriate, consistent with mul-
tiple children.”.

(b) CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER STANDARDS
AND INSPECTIONS.—Section 2923(a) of title 14,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

‘‘(a) STANDARDS.—The Commandant shall
require each Coast Guard child development
center to meet standards of operation—

‘(1) that the Commandant considers appro-
priate to ensure the health, safety, and wel-
fare of the children and employees at the
center; and

‘(2) necessary for accreditation by an ap-
propriate national early childhood programs
accrediting entity.”.

(¢) CHILD CARE SUBSIDY PROGRAM.—

(1) AUTHORIZATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter
29 of title 14, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end the following:

“§2927. Child care subsidy program

‘“(a) AUTHORITY.—The Commandant may
operate a child care subsidy program to pro-
vide financial assistance to eligible providers
that provide child care services or youth pro-
gram services to members of the Coast
Guard, members of the Coast Guard with de-
pendents who are participating in the child
care subsidy program, and any other indi-
vidual the Commandant considers appro-
priate, if—

‘(1) providing such financial assistance—

‘“(A) is in the best interests of the Coast
Guard; and

‘“(B) enables supplementation or expansion
of the provision of Coast Guard child care
services, while not supplanting or replacing
Coast Guard child care services; and

‘(2) the Commandant ensures, to the ex-
tent practicable, that the eligible provider is
able to comply, and does comply, with the
regulations, policies, and standards applica-
ble to Coast Guard child care services.

‘““(b) ELIGIBLE PROVIDERS.—A provider of
child care services or youth program services
is eligible for financial assistance under this
section if the provider—

‘(1) is licensed to provide such services
under applicable State and local law;

“(2) is registered in an au pair program of
the Department of State;

“(8) is a family home daycare; or

‘‘(4) is a provider of family child care serv-
ices that—

“‘(A) otherwise provides federally funded or
federally sponsored child development serv-
ices;

‘(B) provides such services in a child de-
velopment center owned and operated by a
private, not-for-profit organization;

‘“(C) provides a before-school or after-
school child care program in a public school
facility;

‘(D) conducts an otherwise federally fund-
ed or federally sponsored school-age child
care or youth services program;

‘“(E) conducts a school-age child care or
youth services program operated by a not-
for-profit organization;

‘“(F) provides in-home child care, such as a
nanny or an au pair; or

‘(G) is a provider of another category of
child care services or youth program services
the Commandant considers appropriate for
meeting the needs of members or civilian
employees of the Coast Guard.

‘‘(c) AUTHORIZATION.—There are authorized
to be appropriated such sums as necessary to
carry out this section.

*“(d) DIRECT PAYMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out a child
care subsidy program under subsection (a),
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subject to paragraph (3), the Commandant
shall provide financial assistance under the
program to an eligible member or individual
the Commandant considers appropriate by
direct payment to such eligible member or
individual through monthly pay, direct de-
posit, or other direct form of payment.

‘(2) PoLicy.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Commandant shall establish a policy to pro-
vide direct payment as described in para-
graph (1).

‘(3) ELIGIBLE PROVIDER FUNDING CONTINU-
ATION.—With the approval of an eligible
member or an individual the Commandant
considers appropriate, which shall include
the written consent of such member or indi-
vidual, the Commandant may continue to
provide financial assistance under the child
care subsidy program directly to an eligible
provider on behalf of such member or indi-
vidual.

‘“(4) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this subsection may be construed to affect
any preexisting reimbursement arrangement
between the Coast Guard and a qualified pro-
vider.”.

(B) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis
for chapter 29 of title 14, United States Code,
is amended by inserting after the item relat-
ing to section 2926 the following:

¢“2927. Child care subsidy program.”’.

(2) EXPANSION OF CHILD CARE SUBSIDY PRO-
GRAM.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall—

(i) evaluate potential eligible uses for the
child care subsidy program established under
section 2927 of title 14, United States Code
(referred to in this paragraph as the ‘‘pro-
gram’’); and

(ii) expand the eligible uses of funds for the
program to accommodate the child care
needs of members of the Coast Guard (includ-
ing such members with nonstandard work
hours or surge or other deployment cycles),
including by providing funds directly to such
members instead of care providers.

(B) CONSIDERATIONS.—In evaluating poten-
tial eligible uses under subparagraph (A), the
Commandant shall consider au pairs, nanny
services, nanny shares, in-home child care
services, care services such as supplemental
care for children with disabilities, and any
other child care delivery method the Com-
mandant considers appropriate.

(C) REQUIREMENTS.—In establishing ex-
panded eligible uses of funds for the pro-
gram, the Commandant shall ensure that
such uses—

(i) are in the best interests of the Coast
Guard;

(ii) provide flexibility for eligible members
and individuals the Commandant considers
appropriate, including such members and in-
dividuals with nonstandard work hours; and

(iii) ensure a safe environment for depend-
ents of such members and individuals.

(D) PUBLICATION.—Not later than 18
months after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Commandant shall publish an
updated Commandant Instruction Manual
(referred to in this paragraph as the ‘man-
ual”) that describes the expanded eligible
uses of the program.

(E) REPORT.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commandant shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives a report outlining
the expansion of the program.

(ii) ELEMENTS.—The report required by
clause (i) shall include the following:

(I) An analysis of the considerations de-
scribed in subparagraph (B).
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(IT) A description of the analysis used to
identify eligible uses that were evaluated
and incorporated into the manual under sub-
paragraph (D).

(ITII) A full analysis and justification with
respect to the forms of care that were ulti-
mately not included in the manual.

(IV) Any recommendation with respect to
funding or additional authorities necessary,
including proposals for legislative change, to
meet the current and anticipated future
child care subsidy demands of the Coast
Guard.

SEC. 5402. ARMED FORCES ACCESS TO COAST
GUARD CHILD CARE FACILITIES.

Section 2922(a) of title 14, United States
Code, is amended to read as follows:

““(a)(1) The Commandant may make child
development services available, in such pri-
ority as the Commandant considers to be ap-
propriate and consistent with readiness and
resources and in the best interests of depend-
ents of members and civilian employees of
the Coast Guard, for—

‘“(A) members and civilian employees of
the Coast Guard;

‘“(B) surviving dependents of members of
the Coast Guard who have died on active
duty, if such dependents were beneficiaries of
a Coast Guard child development service at
the time of the death of such members;

‘“(C) members of the armed forces (as de-
fined in section 101 of title 10, United States
Code); and

‘(D) Federal civilian employees.

‘“(2) Child development service benefits
provided under the authority of this section
shall be in addition to benefits provided
under other laws.”.

SEC. 5403. CADET PREGNANCY POLICY IMPROVE-
MENTS.

(a) REGULATIONS REQUIRED.—Not later
than 18 months after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating, in consultation with the Secretary of
Defense, shall prescribe regulations that—

(1) preserve parental guardianship rights of
cadets who become pregnant or father a
child while attending the Coast Guard Acad-
emy; and

(2) maintain military and academic re-
quirements for graduation and commis-
sioning.

(b) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the department in which the
Coast Guard is operating shall provide to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives a briefing on
the development of the regulations required
by subsection (a).

SEC. 5404. COMBAT-RELATED SPECIAL COM-
PENSATION.

(a) REPORT AND BRIEFING.—Not later than
90 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, and every 180 days thereafter until
the date that is 5 years after the date on
which the initial report is submitted under
this subsection, the Commandant shall sub-
mit a report and provide an in-person brief-
ing to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate and the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives on
the implementation of section 221 of the
Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2015 (Pub-
lic Law 114-120; 10 U.S.C. 1413a note).

(b) ELEMENTS.—Each report and briefing
required by subsection (a) shall include the
following:

(1) A description of methods to educate
members and retirees on the combat-related
special compensation program.

(2) Statistics regarding enrollment in such
program for members of the Coast Guard and
Coast Guard retirees.
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(3) A summary of each of the following:

(A) Activities carried out relating to the
education of members of the Coast Guard
participating in the Transition Assistance
Program with respect to the combat-related
special compensation program.

(B) Activities carried out relating to the
education of members of the Coast Guard
who are engaged in missions in which they
are susceptible to injuries that may result in
qualification for combat-related special com-
pensation, including flight school, the Na-
tional Motor Lifeboat School, deployable
specialized forces, and other training pro-
grams as the Commandant considers appro-
priate.

(C) Activities carried out relating to train-
ing physicians and physician assistants em-
ployed by the Coast Guard, or otherwise sta-
tioned in Coast Guard clinics, sickbays, or
other locations at which medical care is pro-
vided to members of the Coast Guard, for the
purpose of ensuring, during medical exami-
nations, appropriate counseling and docu-
mentation of symptoms, injuries, and the as-
sociated incident that resulted in such inju-
ries.

(D) Activities relating to the notification
of heath service officers with respect to the
combat-related special compensation pro-
gram.

(4) The written guidance provided to mem-
bers of the Coast Guard regarding necessary
recordkeeping to ensure eligibility for bene-
fits under such program.

(56) Any other matter relating to combat-
related special compensation the Com-
mandant considers appropriate.

(c) DISABILITY DUE TO CHEMICAL OR HAZ-
ARDOUS MATERIAL EXPOSURE.—Section
221(a)(2) of the Coast Guard Reauthorization
Act of 2015 (Public Law 114-120; 10 U.S.C.
1413a note) is amended, in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A)—

(1) by striking ‘‘and hazardous’ and insert-
ing ‘“hazardous’’; and

(2) by inserting ‘‘, or a duty in which chem-
ical or other hazardous material exposure
has occurred (such as during marine inspec-
tions or pollution response activities)’’ after
“surfman)’’.

SEC. 5405. STUDY ON FOOD SECURITY.

(a) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall
conduct a study on food insecurity among
members of the Coast Guard.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The study required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An analysis of the impact of food
deserts on members of the Coast Guard and
their dependents who live in areas with high
costs of living, including areas with high-
density populations and rural areas.

(B) A comparison of—

(i) the current method used by the Com-
mandant to determine which areas are con-
sidered to be high cost-of-living areas;

(ii) local-level indicators used by the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics to determine cost of
living that indicate buying power and con-
sumer spending in specific geographic areas;
and

(iii) indicators of cost of living used by the
Department of Agriculture in market basket
analyses, and other measures of the local or
regional cost of food.

(C) An assessment of the accuracy of the
method and indicators described in subpara-
graph (B) in quantifying high cost of living
in low-data and remote areas.

(D) An assessment of the manner in which
data accuracy and availability affect the ac-
curacy of cost-of-living allowance calcula-
tions and other benefits, as the Commandant
considers appropriate.

(E) Recommendations—

(i) to improve access to high-quality, af-
fordable food within a reasonable distance of
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Coast Guard units located in areas identified
as food deserts;
(ii) to reduce transit costs for members of
the Coast Guard and their dependents who
are required to travel to access high-quality,
affordable food; and
(iii) for improving the accuracy of the cal-
culations referred to in subparagraph (D).
(F') The estimated costs of implementing
each recommendation made under subpara-
graph (E).
(b) PLAN.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall
develop a detailed plan to implement the
recommendations of the study conducted
under subsection (a).
(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Commandant shall provide to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate and the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a briefing on the plan re-
quired by paragraph (1), including the cost of
implementation, proposals for legislative
change, and any other result of the study the
Commandant considers appropriate.
(c) FooD DESERT DEFINED.—In this section,
the term ‘‘food desert’” means an area, as de-
termined by the Commandant, in which it is
difficult, even with a vehicle or an other-
wise-available mode of transportation, to ob-
tain affordable, high-quality fresh food in
the immediate area in which members of the
Coast Guard serve and reside.
Subtitle B—Healthcare

SEC. 5421. DEVELOPMENT OF MEDICAL STAFFING
STANDARDS FOR THE COAST
GUARD.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commandant, in consultation with the
Defense Health Agency and any healthcare
expert the Commandant considers appro-
priate, shall develop medical staffing stand-
ards for the Coast Guard consistent with the
recommendations of the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States set forth in the re-
port entitled ‘‘Coast Guard Health Care: Im-
provements Needed for Determining Staffing
Needs and Monitoring Access to Care’ pub-
lished in February 2022.

(b) INCLUSIONS.—The standards required by
subsection (a) shall address and take into
consideration the following:

(1) Current and future operations of
healthcare personnel in support of Depart-
ment of Homeland Security missions, includ-
ing surge deployments for incident response.

(2) Staffing standards for specialized pro-
viders, such as flight surgeons, dentists, be-
havioral health specialists, and physical
therapists.

(3) Staffing levels of medical, dental, and
behavioral health providers for the Coast
Guard who are—

(A) members of the Coast Guard;

(B) assigned to the Coast Guard from the
Public Health Service;

(C) Federal civilian employees; or

(D) contractors hired by the Coast Guard
to fill vacancies.

(4) Staffing levels at medical facilities for
Coast Guard units in remote locations.

(5) Any discrepancy between medical staff-
ing standards of the Department of Defense
and medical staffing standards of the Coast
Guard.

(c) REVIEW.—Not later than 90 days after
the staffing standards required by subsection
(a) are completed, the Commandant shall
submit the standards to the Comptroller
General, who shall review the standards and
provide recommendations to the Com-
mandant.

(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
180 days after developing such standards, the
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Commandant shall submit to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate and the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a report on the standards
developed under subsection (a) that includes
a plan and a description of the resources and
budgetary needs required to implement the
standards.

(e) MODIFICATION, IMPLEMENTATION, AND
PERIODIC UPDATES.—The Commandant
shall—

(1) modify such standards as necessary
based on the recommendations provided
under subsection (¢);

(2) implement the standards;

(3) review and update the standards not
less frequently than every 4 years.

SEC. 5422. HEALTHCARE SYSTEM REVIEW AND
STRATEGIC PLAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days
after the completion of the studies con-
ducted by the Comptroller General of the
United States under sections 8259 and 8260 of
the William M. (Mac) Thornberry National
Defense Authorization Act of Fiscal Year
2021 (Public Law 116-283; 134 Stat. 4679), the
Commandant shall—

(1) conduct a comprehensive review of the
Coast Guard healthcare system; and

(2) develop a strategic plan for improve-
ments to, and modernization of, such system
to ensure access to high-quality, timely
healthcare for members of the Coast Guard,
their dependents, and applicable Coast Guard
retirees.

(b) PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The strategic plan devel-
oped under subsection (a) shall seek—

(A) to maximize the medical readiness of
members of the Coast Guard;

(B) to optimize delivery of healthcare ben-
efits;

(C) to ensure high-quality training of Coast
Guard medical personnel; and

(D) to prepare for the future needs of the
Coast Guard.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The plan shall address, at a
minimum, the following:

(A) Improving access to healthcare for
members of the Coast Guard, their depend-
ents, and applicable Coast Guard retirees.

(B) Quality of care.

(C) The experience and satisfaction of
members of the Coast Guard and their de-
pendents with the Coast Guard healthcare
system.

(D) The readiness of members of the Coast
Guard and Coast Guard medical personnel.

(c) REVIEW COMMITTEE.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Commandant
shall establish a review committee to con-
duct a comprehensive analysis of the Coast
Guard healthcare system (referred to in this
section as the ‘“‘Review Committee’).

(2) MEMBERSHIP.—

(A) CoOoMPOSITION.—The Review Committee
shall be composed of members selected by
the Commandant, including—

(i) 1 or more members of the uniformed
services (as defined in section 101 of title 10,
United States Code) or Federal employees
with expertise in—

(I) the medical, dental, pharmacy, or be-
havioral health fields; or

(IT) any other field the Commandant con-
siders appropriate;

(ii) a representative of the Defense Health
Agency; and

(iii) a medical representative from each
Coast Guard district.

(3) CHAIRPERSON.—The chairperson of the
Review Committee shall be the Director of
the Health, Safety, and Work Life Direc-
torate of the Coast Guard.

(4) STAFF.—The Review Committee shall be
staffed by employees of the Coast Guard.
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(6) REPORT TO COMMANDANT.—Not later
than 1 year after the Review Committee is
established, the Review Committee shall
submit to the Commandant a report that—

(A) takes into consideration the medical
staffing standards developed under section
5421, assesses the recommended medical
staffing standards set forth in the Comp-
troller General study required by section
8260 of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283; 134 Stat. 4679),
and compares such standards to the medical
staffing standards of the Department of De-
fense and the private sector;

(B) addresses improvements needed to en-
sure continuity of care for members of the
Coast Guard, including by evaluating the
feasibility of having a dedicated primary
care manager for each such member while
the member is stationed at a duty station;

(C) evaluates the effects of increased surge
deployments of medical personnel on staffing
needs at Coast Guard clinics;

(D) identifies ways to improve access to
care for members of the Coast Guard and
their dependents who are stationed in re-
mote areas, including methods to expand ac-
cess to providers in the available network;

(E) identifies ways the Coast Guard may
better use Department of Defense Military
Health System resources for members of the
Coast Guard, their dependents, and applica-
ble Coast Guard retirees;

(F) identifies barriers to participation in
the Coast Guard healthcare system and ways
the Coast Guard may better use patient feed-
back to improve quality of care at Coast
Guard-owned facilities, military treatment
facilities, and specialist referrals;

(G) includes recommendations to improve
the Coast Guard healthcare system; and

(H) any other matter the Commandant or
the Review Committee considers appro-
priate.

(6) TERMINATION.—The Review Committee
shall terminate on the date that is 30 days
after the date on which the Review Com-
mittee submits the report required by para-
graph (5).

(7) INAPPLICABILITY OF FEDERAL ADVISORY
COMMITTEE ACT.—The Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act (b U.S.C. App.) shall not apply to
the Review Committee.

(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 2
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Commandant shall submit to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives—

(1) the strategic plan for the Coast Guard
medical system required by subsection (a);

(2) the report of the Review Committee
submitted to the Commandant under sub-
section (¢)(b); and

(3) a description of the manner in which
the Commandant plans to implement the
recommendations of the Review Committee.
SEC. 5423. DATA COLLECTION AND ACCESS TO

CARE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commandant, in consultation with the
Defense Health Agency and any healthcare
expert the Commandant considers appro-
priate, shall develop a policy to require the
collection of data regarding access by mem-
bers of the Coast Guard and their dependents
to medical, dental, and behavioral health
care as recommended by the Comptroller
General of the United States in the report
entitled ‘‘Coast Guard Health Care: Improve-
ments Needed for Determining Staffing
Needs and Monitoring Access to Care’ pub-
lished in February 2022.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The policy required by sub-
section (a) shall address the following:



S6504

(1) Methods to collect data on access to
care for—

(A) routine annual physical health assess-
ments;

(B) flight physicals for aviators and pro-
spective aviators;

(C) sick call;

(D) injuries;

(E) dental health; and

(F') behavioral health conditions.

(2) Collection of data on access to care for
referrals.

(3) Collection of data on access to care for
members of the Coast Guard stationed at re-
mote units, aboard Coast Guard cutters, and
on deployments.

(4) Use of the electronic health record sys-
tem to improve data collection on access to
care.

(5) Use of data for addressing the standards
of care, including time between requests for
appointments and actual appointments, in-
cluding appointments made with referral
services.

(c) REVIEW BY COMPTROLLER GENERAL.—

(1) SUBMISSION.—Not later than 15 days
after the policy is developed under sub-
section (a), the Commandant shall submit
the policy to the Comptroller General of the
United States.

(2) REVIEW.—Not later than 180 days after
receiving the policy, the Comptroller Gen-
eral shall review the policy and provide rec-
ommendations to the Commandant.

(3) MODIFICATION.—Not later than 60 days
after receiving the recommendations of the
Comptroller General, the Commandant shall
modify the policy as necessary based on such
recommendations.

(d) PUBLICATION AND REPORT TO CON-
GRESS.—Not later than 90 days after the pol-
icy is modified under subsection (c¢)(3), the
Commandant shall—

(1) publish the policy on a publicly acces-
sible internet website of the Coast Guard;
and

(2) submit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a report on the policy and the manner
in which the Commandant plans to address
access-to-care deficiencies.

(e) PERIODIC UPDATES.—Not less frequently
than every 5 years, the Commandant shall
review and update the policy.

SEC. 5424. BEHAVIORAL HEALTH POLICY.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) members of the Coast Guard—

(A) are exposed to high-risk and often
stressful duties; and

(B) should be encouraged to seek appro-
priate medical treatment and professional
guidance; and

(2) after treatment for behavioral health
conditions, many members of the Coast
Guard should be allowed to resume service in
the Coast Guard if they—

(A) are able to do so without persistent
duty modifications; and

(B) do not pose a risk to themselves or
other members of the Coast Guard.

(b) INTERIM BEHAVIORAL HEALTH POLICY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commandant shall establish an interim
behavioral health policy for members of the
Coast Guard that is in parity with section
5.28 (relating to behavioral health) of Depart-
ment of Defense Instruction 6130.03, volume
2, “Medical Standards for Military Service:
Retention”.

(2) TERMINATION.—The interim policy es-
tablished under paragraph (1) shall remain in
effect until the date on which the Com-
mandant issues a permanent behavioral
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health policy for members of the Coast

Guard.

(c) PERMANENT PoLICY.—In developing a
permanent policy with respect to retention
and behavioral health, the Commandant
shall ensure that, to the extent practicable,
the policy of the Coast Guard is in parity
with section 5.28 (relating to behavioral
health) of Department of Defense Instruction
6130.03, volume 2, ‘‘Medical Standards for
Military Service: Retention’.

SEC. 5425. MEMBERS ASSERTING POST-TRAU-

MATIC STRESS DISORDER OR TRAU-
MATIC BRAIN INJURY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter
25 of title 14, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end the following:

“§2515. Members asserting post-traumatic
stress disorder or traumatic brain injury
‘“‘(a) MEDICAL EXAMINATION REQUIRED.—(1)

The Secretary shall ensure that a member of
the Coast Guard who has performed Coast
Guard operations or has been sexually as-
saulted during the preceding 2-year period,
and who is diagnosed by an appropriate li-
censed or certified healthcare professional as
experiencing post-traumatic stress disorder
or traumatic brain injury or who otherwise
alleges, based on the service of the member
or based on such sexual assault, the influ-
ence of such a condition, receives a medical
examination to evaluate a diagnosis of post-
traumatic stress disorder or traumatic brain
injury.

‘“(2) A member described in paragraph (1)
shall not be administratively separated
under conditions other than honorable, in-
cluding an administrative separation in lieu
of court-martial, until the results of the
medical examination have been reviewed by
appropriate authorities responsible for eval-
uating, reviewing, and approving the separa-
tion case, as determined by the Secretary.

‘““(3)(A) In a case involving post-traumatic
stress disorder, the medical examination
shall be—

‘(i) performed by—

‘“(I) a board-certified or board-eligible psy-
chiatrist; or

‘“(IT) a licensed doctorate-level psycholo-
gist; or

‘‘(i1) performed under the close supervision
of—

‘“(I) a board-certified or board-eligible psy-
chiatrist; or

‘“(IT) a licensed doctorate-level psycholo-
gist, a doctorate-level mental health pro-
vider, a psychiatry resident, or a clinical or
counseling psychologist who has completed a
1-year internship or residency.

‘(B) In a case involving traumatic brain
injury, the medical examination shall be per-
formed by a physiatrist, psychiatrist, neuro-
surgeon, or neurologist.

“(b) PURPOSE OF MEDICAL EXAMINATION.—
The medical examination required by sub-
section (a) shall assess whether the effects of
mental or neurocognitive disorders, includ-
ing post-traumatic stress disorder and trau-
matic brain injury, constitute matters in ex-
tenuation that relate to the basis for admin-
istrative separation under conditions other
than honorable or the overall characteriza-
tion of the service of the member as other
than honorable.

“(c) INAPPLICABILITY TO PROCEEDINGS
UNDER UNIFORM CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE.—
The medical examination and procedures re-
quired by this section do not apply to courts-
martial or other proceedings conducted pur-
suant to the Uniform Code of Military Jus-
tice.

“(d) COAST GUARD OPERATIONS DEFINED.—
In this section, the term ‘Coast Guard oper-
ations’ has the meaning given that term in
section 888(a) of the Homeland Security Act
of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 468(a)).”".
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(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis
for subchapter I of chapter 25 of title 14,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:
¢2515. Members asserting post-traumatic

stress disorder or traumatic
brain injury.”’.
SEC. 5426. IMPROVEMENTS TO THE PHYSICAL
DISABILITY EVALUATION SYSTEM
AND TRANSITION PROGRAM.

(a) TEMPORARY PoOLICY.—Not later than 60
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Commandant shall develop a tem-
porary policy that—

(1) improves timeliness, communication,
and outcomes for members of the Coast
Guard undergoing the Physical Disability
Evaluation System, or a related formal or
informal process;

(2) affords maximum career transition ben-
efits to members of the Coast Guard deter-
mined by a Medical Evaluation Board to be
unfit for retention in the Coast Guard; and

(3) maximizes the potential separation and
career transition benefits for members of the
Coast Guard undergoing the Physical Dis-
ability Evaluation System, or a related for-
mal or informal process.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The policy required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) A requirement that any member of the
Coast Guard who is undergoing the Physical
Disability Evaluation System, or a related
formal or informal process, shall be placed in
a duty status that allows the member the op-
portunity to attend necessary medical ap-
pointments and other activities relating to
the Physical Disability Evaluation System,
including completion of any application of
the Department of Veterans Affairs and ca-
reer transition planning.

(2) In the case of a Medical Evaluation
Board report that is not completed within
120 days after the date on which an evalua-
tion by the Medical Evaluation Board was
initiated, the option for such a member to
enter permissive duty status.

(3) A requirement that the date of initi-
ation of an evaluation by a Medical Evalua-
tion Board shall include the date on which
any verbal or written affirmation is made to
the member, command, or medical staff that
the evaluation by the Medical Evaluation
Board has been initiated.

(4) An option for such member to seek an
internship under the SkillBridge program es-
tablished under section 1143(e) of title 10,
United States Code, and outside employment
aimed at improving the transition of the
member to civilian life, only if such an in-
ternship or employment does not interfere
with necessary medical appointments re-
quired for the member’s physical disability
evaluation.

(56) A requirement that not less than 21
days notice shall be provided to such a mem-
ber for any such medical appointment, to the
maximum extent practicable, to ensure that
the appointment timeline is in the best in-
terests of the immediate health of the mem-
ber.

(6) A requirement that the Coast Guard
shall provide such a member with a written
separation date upon the completion of a
Medical Evaluation Board report that finds
the member unfit to continue active duty.

(7) To provide certainty to such a member
with respect to a separation date, a policy
that ensures—

(A) that accountability measures are in
place with respect to Coast Guard delays
throughout the Physical Disability Evalua-
tion System, including—

(i) placement of the member in an excess
leave status after 270 days have elapsed since
the date of initiation of an evaluation by a
Medical Evaluation Board by any competent
authority; and
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(ii) a calculation of the costs to retain the
member on active duty, including the pay,
allowances, and other associated benefits of
the member, for the period beginning on the
date that is 90 days after the date of initi-
ation of an evaluation by a Medical Evalua-
tion Board by any competent authority and
ending on the date on which the member is
separated from the Coast Guard; and

(B) the availability of administrative solu-
tions to any such delay.

(8) With respect to a member of the Coast
Guard on temporary limited duty status, an
option to remain in the member’s current
billet, to the maximum extent practicable,
or to be transferred to a different active-
duty billet, so as to minimize any negative
impact on the member’s career trajectory.

(9) A requirement that each respective
command shall report to the Coast Guard
Personnel Service Center any delay of more
than 21 days between each stage of the Phys-
ical Disability Evaluation System for any
such member, including between stages of
the processes, the Medical Evaluation Board,
the Informal Physical Evaluation Board, and
the Formal Physical Evaluation Board.

(10) A requirement that, not later than 7
days after receipt of a report of a delay de-
scribed in paragraph (9), the Personnel Serv-
ice Center shall take corrective action,
which shall ensure that the Coast Guard ex-
ercises maximum discretion to continue the
Physical Disability Evaluation System of
such a member in a timely manner, unless
such delay is caused by the member.

(11) A requirement that—

(A) a member of the Coast Guard shall be
allowed to make a request for a reasonable
delay in the Physical Disability Evaluation
System to obtain additional input and con-
sultation from a medical or legal profes-
sional; and

(B) any such request for delay shall be ap-
proved by the Commandant based on a show-
ing of good cause by the member.

(c) REPORT ON TEMPORARY PoOLICY.—Not
later than 60 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Commandant shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a copy of the policy developed under
subsection (a).

(d) PERMANENT PoLICY.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Commandant shall publish a Com-
mandant Instruction making the policy de-
veloped under subsection (a) a permanent
policy of the Coast Guard.

(e) BRIEFING.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Commandant shall provide to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate and the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a briefing on, and a copy of,
the permanent policy.

(f) ANNUAL REPORT ON COSTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not less frequently than
annually, the Commandant shall submit to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives a report
that, for the preceding fiscal year—

(A) details the total aggregate service-wide
costs described in subsection (b)(7)(A)(ii) for
members of the Coast Guard whose Physical
Disability Evaluation System process has ex-
ceeded 90 days; and

(B) includes for each such member—

(i) an accounting of such costs; and

(ii) the number of days that elapsed be-
tween the initiation and completion of the
Physical Disability Evaluation System proc-
ess.
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(2) PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE INFORMA-
TION.—A report under paragraph (1) shall not
include the personally identifiable informa-
tion of any member of the Coast Guard.

SEC. 5427. EXPANSION OF ACCESS TO COUN-
SELING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commandant shall hire, train, and de-
ploy not fewer than an additional 5 behav-
ioral health specialists.

(b) REQUIREMENT.—Through the hiring
process required by subsection (a), the Com-
mandant shall ensure that at least 35 percent
of behavioral health specialists employed by
the Coast Guard have experience in behav-
ioral healthcare for the purpose of sup-
porting members of the Coast Guard with
needs for perinatal mental health care and
counseling services for miscarriage, child
loss, and postpartum depression.

(c) ACCESSIBILITY.—The support provided
by the behavioral health specialists de-
scribed in subsection (a)—

(1) may include care delivered via tele-
medicine; and

(2) shall be made widely available to mem-
bers of the Coast Guard.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Of
the amounts authorized to be appropriated
under section 4902(1)(A) of title 14, United
States Code, as amended by section 5101 of
this Act, $2,000,000 shall be made available to
the Commandant for each of fiscal years 2023
and 2024 to carry out this section.

SEC. 5428. EXPANSION OF POSTGRADUATE OP-
PORTUNITIES FOR MEMBERS OF
THE COAST GUARD IN MEDICAL AND
RELATED FIELDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall
expand opportunities for members of the
Coast Guard to secure postgraduate degrees
in medical and related professional dis-
ciplines for the purpose of supporting Coast
Guard clinics and operations.

(b) MILITARY TRAINING STUDENT LOADS.—
Section 4904(b)(3) of title 14, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘350’ and in-
serting ‘“385”°.

SEC. 5429. STUDY ON COAST GUARD TELEMEDI-
CINE PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall commence a study on the Coast Guard
telemedicine program.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of—

(A) the current capabilities and limita-
tions of the Coast Guard telemedicine pro-
gram;

(B) the degree of integration of such pro-
gram with existing electronic health records;

(C) the capability and accessibility of such
program, as compared to the capability and
accessibility of the telemedicine programs of
the Department of Defense and commercial
medical providers;

(D) the manner in which the Coast Guard
telemedicine program may be expanded to
provide better clinical and behavioral med-
ical services to members of the Coast Guard,
including such members stationed at remote
units or onboard Coast Guard cutters at sea;
and

(E) the costs savings associated with the
provision of—

(i) care through telemedicine; and

(ii) preventative care.

(2) An identification of barriers to full use
or expansion of such program.

(3) A description of the resources necessary
to expand such program to its full capa-
bility.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
commencing the study required by sub-
section (a), the Comptroller General shall
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submit to the Committee on Commerce,

Science, and Transportation of the Senate

and the Committee on Transportation and

Infrastructure of the House of Representa-

tives a report on the findings of the study.

SEC. 5430. STUDY ON COAST GUARD MEDICAL FA-
CILITIES NEEDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall commence a study on Coast Guard
medical facilities needs.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) A current list of Coast Guard medical
facilities, including clinics, sickbays, and
shipboard facilities.

(2) A summary of capital needs for Coast
Guard medical facilities, including construc-
tion and repair.

(3) A summary of equipment upgrade back-
logs of Coast Guard medical facilities.

(4) An assessment of improvements to
Coast Guard medical facilities, including im-
provements to IT infrastructure, required to
enable the Coast Guard to fully use telemedi-
cine and implement other modernization ini-
tiatives.

(5) An evaluation of the process used by
the Coast Guard to identify, monitor, and
construct Coast Guard medical facilities.

(6) A description of the resources necessary
to fully address all Coast Guard medical fa-
cilities needs.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
commencing the study required by sub-
section (a), the Comptroller General shall
submit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a report on the findings of the study.

Subtitle C—Housing
SEC. 5441. STRATEGY TO IMPROVE QUALITY OF
LIFE AT REMOTE UNITS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not more than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commandant shall develop a strategy to
improve the quality of life for members of
the Coast Guard and their dependents who
are stationed in remote units.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required by
subsection (a) shall address the following:

(1) Methods to improve the availability or
affordability of housing options for members
of the Coast Guard and their dependents
through—

(A) Coast Guard-owned housing;

(B) Coast Guard-facilitated housing; or

(C) basic allowance for housing adjust-
ments to rates that are more competitive for
members of the Coast Guard seeking pri-
vately owned or privately rented housing.

(2) Methods to improve access by members
of the Coast Guard and their dependents to—

(A) medical, dental, and pediatric care; and

(B) behavioral health care that is covered
under the TRICARE program (as defined in
section 1072 of title 10, United States Code).

(3) Methods to increase access to child care
services, including recommendations for in-
creasing child care capacity and opportuni-
ties for care within the Coast Guard and in
the private sector.

(4) Methods to improve non-Coast Guard
network internet access at remote units—

(A) to improve communications between
families and members of the Coast Guard on
active duty; and

(B) for other purposes such as education
and training.

(5) Methods to support spouses and depend-
ents who face challenges specific to remote
locations.

(6) Any other matter the Commandant con-
siders appropriate.

(¢) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after
the strategy required by subsection (a) is
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completed, the Commandant shall provide to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives a briefing on
the strategy.

(d) REMOTE UNIT DEFINED.—In this section,
the term ‘‘remote unit’’ means a unit located
in an area in which members of the Coast
Guard and their dependents are eligible for
TRICARE Prime Remote.

SEC. 5442. STUDY ON COAST GUARD HOUSING AC-
CESS, COST, AND CHALLENGES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall commence a study on housing access,
cost, and associated challenges facing mem-
bers of the Coast Guard.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of—

(A) the extent to which—

(i) the Commandant has evaluated the suf-
ficiency, availability, and affordability of
housing options for members of the Coast
Guard and their dependents; and

(ii) the Coast Guard owns and leases hous-
ing for members of the Coast Guard and
their dependents;

(B) the methods used by the Commandant
to manage housing data, and the manner in
which the Commandant uses such data—

(i) to inform Coast Guard housing policy;
and

(ii) to guide investments in Coast Guard-
owned housing capacity and other invest-
ments in housing, such as long-term leases
and other options; and

(C) the process used by the Commandant to
gather and provide information used to cal-
culate housing allowances for members of
the Coast Guard and their dependents, in-
cluding whether the Commandant has estab-
lished best practices to manage low-data
areas.

(2) An assessment as to whether it is ad-
vantageous for the Coast Guard to continue
to use the Department of Defense basic al-
lowance for housing system.

(3) Recommendations for actions the Com-
mandant should take to improve the avail-
ability and affordability of housing for mem-
bers of the Coast Guard and their dependents
who are stationed in—

(A) remote units located in areas in which
members of the Coast Guard and their de-
pendents are eligible for TRICARE Prime
Remote; or

(B) units located in areas with a high num-
ber of vacation rental properties.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
commencing the study required by sub-
section (a), the Comptroller General shall
submit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a report on the findings of the study.

(d) STRATEGY.—Not later than 180 days
after the submission of the report required
by subsection (c), the Commandant shall
publish a Coast Guard housing strategy that
addresses the findings set forth in the report,
which shall, at a minimum—

(1) address housing inventory shortages
and affordability; and

(2) include a Coast Guard-owned housing
infrastructure investment prioritization
plan.

SEC. 5443. AUDIT OF CERTAIN MILITARY HOUS-
ING CONDITIONS OF ENLISTED MEM-
BERS OF THE COAST GUARD IN KEY
WEST, FLORIDA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commandant, in coordination with the
Secretary of the Navy, shall commence the
conduct of an audit to assess—
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(1) the conditions of housing units of en-
listed members of the Coast Guard located at
Naval Air Station Key West Sigsbee Park
Annex;

(2) the percentage of those units that are
considered unsafe or unhealthy housing
units for enlisted members of the Coast
Guard and their families;

(3) the process used by enlisted members of
the Coast Guard and their families to report
housing concerns;

(4) the extent to which enlisted members of
the Coast Guard and their families who expe-
rience unsafe or unhealthy housing units
incur relocation, per diem, or similar ex-
penses as a direct result of displacement that
are not covered by a landlord, insurance, or
claims process and the feasibility of pro-
viding reimbursement for uncovered ex-
penses; and

(5) what is needed to provide appropriate
and safe living quarters for enlisted members
of the Coast Guard and their families in Key
West, Florida.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after
the commencement of the audit under sub-
section (a), the Commandant shall submit to
the appropriate committees of Congress a re-
port on the results of the audit.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation and the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Committee on Home-
land Security of the House of Representa-
tives.

(2) PRIVATIZED MILITARY HOUSING.—The
term ‘‘privatized military housing’ means
military housing provided under subchapter
IV of chapter 169 of title 10, United States
Code.

(3) UNSAFE OR UNHEALTHY HOUSING UNIT.—
The term ‘‘unsafe or unhealthy housing
unit” means a unit of privatized military
housing in which is present, at levels exceed-
ing national standards or guidelines, at least
one of the following hazards:

(A) Physiological hazards,
following:

(i) Dampness or microbial growth.

(ii) Lead-based paint.

(iii) Asbestos or manmade fibers.

(iv) Ionizing radiation.

(v) Biocides.

(vi) Carbon monoxide.

(vii) Volatile organic compounds.

(viii) Infectious agents.

(ix) Fine particulate matter.

(B) Psychological hazards,
following:

(i) BEase of access by unlawful intruders.

(ii) Lighting issues.

(iii) Poor ventilation.

(iv) Safety hazards.

(v) Other hazards similar to the hazards
specified in clauses (i) through (iv).

SEC. 5444. STUDY ON COAST GUARD HOUSING AU-
THORITIES AND PRIVATIZED HOUS-
ING.

(a) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall commence a study—

(A) to evaluate the authorities of the Coast
Guard relating to construction, operation,
and maintenance of housing provided to
members of the Coast Guard and their de-
pendents; and

(B) to assess other options to meet Coast
Guard housing needs in rural and urban
housing markets, including public-private
partnerships, long-term lease agreements,

including the

including the
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privately owned housing, and any other
housing option the Comptroller General
identifies.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The study required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) A review of authorities, regulations,
and policies available to the Secretary of the
department in which the Coast Guard is op-
erating (referred to in this section as the
‘“Secretary’) with respect to construction,
maintenance, and operation of housing for
members of the Coast Guard and their de-
pendents, including unaccompanied member
housing, that considers—

(i) housing that is owned and operated by
the Coast Guard;

(ii) long-term leasing or extended-rental
housing;

(iii) public-private partnerships or other
privatized housing options for which the Sec-
retary may enter into 1 or more contracts
with a private entity to build, maintain, and
operate privatized housing for members of
the Coast Guard and their dependents;

(iv) on-installation and off-installation
housing options, and the availability of, and
authorities relating to, such options; and

(v) housing availability near Coast Guard
units, readiness needs, and safety.

(B) A review of the housing-related au-
thorities, regulations, and policies available
to the Secretary of Defense, and an identi-
fication of the differences between such au-
thorities afforded to the Secretary of De-
fense and the housing-related authorities,
regulations, and policies afforded to the Sec-
retary.

(C) A description of lessons learned or rec-
ommendations for the Coast Guard based on
the use by the Department of Defense of
privatized housing, including the rec-
ommendations set forth in the report of the
Government Accountability Office entitled
“Privatized Military Housing: Update on
DOD’s Efforts to Address Oversight Chal-
lenges” (G AO-22-105866), issued in March
2022.

(D) An assessment of the extent to which
the Secretary has used the authorities pro-
vided in subchapter IV of chapter 169 of title
10, United States Code.

(E) An analysis of immediate and long-
term costs associated with housing owned
and operated by the Coast Guard, as com-
pared to opportunities for long-term leases,
private housing, and other public-private
partnerships in urban and remote locations.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General shall submit to the ap-
propriate committees of Congress a report on
the results of the study conducted under sub-
section (a).

(c) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after
the date on which the report required by sub-
section (b) is submitted, the Commandant or
the Secretary shall provide a briefing to the
appropriate committees of Congress on—

(1) the actions the Commandant has, or has
not, taken with respect to the results of the
study;

(2) a plan for addressing areas identified in
the report that present opportunities for im-
proving the housing options available to
members of the Coast Guard and their de-
pendents; and

(3) the need for, or potential manner of use
of, any authorities the Coast Guard does not
have with respect to housing, as compared to
the Department of Defense.

(d) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’” means the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives.
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Subtitle D—Other Matters
SEC. 5451. REPORT ON AVAILABILITY OF EMER-
GENCY SUPPLIES FOR COAST
GUARD PERSONNEL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a report on the availability
of appropriate emergency supplies at Coast
Guard units.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of the extent to which—

(A) the Commandant ensures that Coast
Guard units assess risks and plan accord-
ingly to obtain and maintain appropriate
emergency supplies; and

(B) Coast Guard units have emergency food
and water supplies available according to
local emergency preparedness needs.

(2) A description of any challenge the Com-
mandant faces in planning for and maintain-
ing adequate emergency supplies for Coast
Guard personnel.

(c) PUBLICATION.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of submission of the report re-
quired by subsection (a), the Commandant
shall publish a strategy and recommenda-
tions in response to the report that in-
cludes—

(1) a plan for improving emergency pre-
paredness and emergency supplies for Coast
Guard units; and

(2) a process for periodic review and en-
gagement with Coast Guard units to ensure
emerging emergency response supply needs
are achieved and maintained.

TITLE LV—MARITIME
Subtitle A—Vessel Safety
5501. ABANDONED SEAFARERS FUND
AMENDMENTS.

Section 11113(c) of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A) of paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘plus a sur-
charge of 25 percent of such total amount”
after ‘‘seafarer’; and

(2) by striking paragraph (4).

SEC. 5502. RECEIPTS; INTERNATIONAL AGREE-
MENTS FOR ICE PATROL SERVICES.

Section 80301(c) of title 46, United States
Code, is amended by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘and shall be available
until expended for the purpose of the Coast
Guard international ice patrol program.’’.
SEC. 5503. PASSENGER VESSEL SECURITY AND

SAFETY REQUIREMENTS.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, requirements authorized under sections
35609 of title 46, United States Code, shall not
apply to any passenger vessel, as defined in
section 2101 of such title, that—

(1) carries in excess of 250 passengers; and

(2) is, or was, in operation in the internal
waters of the United States on voyages in-
side the Boundary Line, as defined in section
103 of such title, on or before July 27, 2030.
SEC. 5504. AT-SEA RECOVERY OPERATIONS PILOT

PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
duct a pilot program to evaluate the poten-
tial use of remotely controlled or autono-
mous operation and monitoring of certain
vessels for the purposes of—

(1) better understanding the complexities
of such at-sea operations and potential risks
to navigation safety, vessel security, mari-
time workers, the public, and the environ-
ment;

(2) gathering observational and perform-
ance data from monitoring the use of re-
motely-controlled or autonomous vessels;
and
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(3) assessing and evaluating regulatory re-
quirements necessary to guide the develop-
ment of future occurrences of such oper-
ations and monitoring activities.

(b) DURATION AND EFFECTIVE DATE.—The
duration of the pilot program established
under this section shall be not more than 5
years beginning on the date on which the
pilot program is established, which shall be
not later than 180 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act.

(c) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—The activities
authorized under this section include—

(1) remote over-the-horizon monitoring op-
erations related to the active at-sea recovery
of spaceflight components on an unmanned
vessel or platform;

(2) procedures for the unaccompanied oper-
ation and monitoring of an unmanned
spaceflight recovery vessel or platform; and

(3) unmanned vessel transits and testing
operations without a physical tow line re-
lated to space launch and recovery oper-
ations, except within 12 nautical miles of a
port.

(d) INTERIM AUTHORITY.—In recognition of
potential risks to navigation safety, vessel
security, maritime workers, the public, and
the environment, and the unique -cir-
cumstances requiring the use of remotely op-
erated or autonomous vessels, the Secretary,
in the pilot program established under sub-
section (a), may—

(1) allow remotely controlled or autono-
mous vessel operations to proceed consistent
to the extent practicable under titles 33 and
46 of the United States Code, including navi-
gation and manning laws and regulations;

(2) modify or waive applicable regulations
and guidance as the Secretary considers ap-
propriate to—

(A) allow remote and autonomous vessel
at-sea operations and activities to occur
while ensuring navigation safety; and

(B) ensure the reliable, safe, and secure op-
eration of remotely-controlled or autono-
mous vessels; and

(3) require each remotely operated or au-
tonomous vessel to be at all times under the
supervision of 1 or more individuals—

(A) holding a merchant mariner credential
which is suitable to the satisfaction of the
Coast Guard; and

(B) who shall practice due regard for the
safety of navigation of the autonomous ves-
sel, to include collision avoidance.

(¢) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to authorize
the Secretary to—

(1) permit foreign vessels to participate in
the pilot program established under sub-
section (a);

(2) waive or modify applicable laws and
regulations under titles 33 and 46 of the
United States Code, except to the extent au-
thorized under subsection (d)(2); or

(3) waive or modify any regulations arising
under international conventions.

(f) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this
section may be construed to authorize the
employment in the coastwise trade of a ves-
sel or platform that does not meet the re-
quirements of sections 12112, 55102, 55103, and
55111 of title 46, United States Code.

(g) BRIEFINGS.—The Secretary or the des-
ignee of the Secretary shall brief the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives on the program es-
tablished under subsection (a) on a quarterly
basis.

(h) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the expiration of the pilot program estab-
lished under subsection (a), the Secretary
shall submit to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
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tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a final report regarding an
assessment of the execution of the pilot pro-
gram and implications for maintaining navi-
gation safety, the safety of maritime work-
ers, and the preservation of the environment.

(i) GAO REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of this section,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a report on the state of au-
tonomous and remote technologies in the op-
eration of shipboard equipment and the safe
and secure navigation of vessels in Federal
waters of the United States.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An assessment of commercially avail-
able autonomous and remote technologies in
the operation of shipboard equipment and
the safe and secure navigation of vessels dur-
ing the 10 years immediately preceding the
date of the report.

(B) An analysis of the safety, physical se-
curity, cybersecurity, and collision avoid-
ance risks and benefits associated with au-
tonomous and remote technologies in the op-
eration of shipboard equipment and the safe
and secure navigation of vessels, including
environmental considerations.

(C) An assessment of the impact of such
autonomous and remote technologies, and
all associated technologies, on labor, includ-
ing—

1) roles for credentialed and
noncredentialed workers regarding such au-
tonomous, remote, and associated tech-
nologies; and

(ii) training and workforce development
needs associated with such technologies.

(D) An assessment and evaluation of regu-
latory requirements necessary to guide the
development of future autonomous, remote,
and associated technologies in the operation
of shipboard equipment and safe and secure
navigation of vessels.

(E) An assessment of the extent to which
such technologies are being used in other
countries and how such countries have regu-
lated such technologies.

(F) Recommendations regarding authoriza-
tion, infrastructure, and other requirements
necessary for the implementation of such
technologies in the United States.

(3) CONSULTATION.—The report required
under paragraph (1) shall include, at a min-
imum, consultation with the maritime in-
dustry including—

(A) vessel operators, including commercial
carriers, entities engaged in exploring for,
developing, or producing resources, including
non-mineral energy resources in its offshore
areas, and supporting entities in the mari-
time industry;

(B) shipboard personnel impacted by any
change to autonomous vessel operations, in
order to assess the various benefits and risks
associated with the implementation of au-
tonomous, remote, and associated tech-
nologies in the operation of shipboard equip-
ment and safe and secure navigation of ves-
sels and the impact such technologies would
have on maritime jobs and maritime man-
power; and

(C) relevant federally funded research in-
stitutions, non-governmental organizations,
and academia.

(j) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL.—The
term ‘“‘merchant mariner credential”’ means
a merchant mariner license, certificate, or
document that the Secretary is authorized
to issue pursuant to title 46, United States
Code.
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(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’”’
means the Secretary of the department in
which the Coast Guard is operating.

SEC. 5505. EXONERATION AND LIMITATION OF LI-
ABILITY FOR SMALL PASSENGER
VESSELS.

(a) RESTRUCTURING.—Chapter 305 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by inserting before section 30501 the fol-
lowing:

“Subchapter I—General Provisions”;

(2) by inserting before section 30503 the fol-
lowing:

“Subchapter II—Exoneration and Limitation
of Liability”;
and

(3) by redesignating sections 30503 through
30512 as sections 30521 through 30530, respec-
tively.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—Section 30501 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

“§ 30501. Definitions

“In this chapter:

‘(1) COVERED SMALL PASSENGER VESSEL.—
The term ‘covered small passenger vessel’—

“‘(A) means a small passenger vessel, as de-
fined in section 2101, that is—

‘(i) not a wing-in-ground craft; and

‘“(ii) carrying—

““(I) not more than 49 passengers on an
overnight domestic voyage; and

“(IT) not more than 150 passengers on any
voyage that is not an overnight domestic
voyage; and

‘(B) includes any wooden vessel con-
structed prior to March 11, 1996, carrying at
least 1 passenger for hire.

‘‘(2) OWNER.—The term ‘owner’ includes a
charterer that mans, supplies, and navigates
a vessel at the charterer’s own expense or by
the charterer’s own procurement.”.

(c) APPLICABILITY.—Section 30502 of title
46, United States Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘Except as otherwise pro-
vided” and inserting the following: ‘“‘(a) IN
GENERAL.—Except as to covered small pas-
senger vessels and as otherwise provided”’;

(2) by striking ‘‘section 30503’ and insert-
ing ‘‘section 30521°’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“‘(b) APPLICATION.—Notwithstanding sub-
section (a), the requirements of section 30526
of this title shall apply to covered small pas-
senger vessels.”.

(d) PROVISIONS REQUIRING NOTICE OF CLAIM
OR LIMITING TIME FOR BRINGING ACTION.—
Section 305626 of title 46, United States Code,
as redesignated by subsection (a), is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘and cov-
ered small passenger vessels’” after ‘‘sea-
going vessels’’; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘6
months” and inserting ‘‘2 years’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking
year’” and inserting ‘‘2 years’’.

(e) CHAPTER ANALYSIS.—The analysis for
chapter 305 of title 46, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by inserting before the item relating to
section 30501 the following:

‘‘SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS’’;

(2) by inserting after the item relating to

section 30502 the following:
‘‘SUBCHAPTER II—EXONERATION AND
LIMITATION OF LIABILITY;

(3) by striking the item relating to section
30501 and inserting the following:
¢“30501. Definitions.”’;
and

(4) by redesignating the items relating to
sections 30503 through 30512 as items relating
to sections 30521 through 30530, respectively.
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(f) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Title 486,
United States Code, is further amended—

(1) in section 14305(a)(5), by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 30506’ and inserting ‘‘section 30524°’;

(2) in section 30523(a), as redesignated by
subsection (a), by striking ‘‘section 30506’
and inserting ‘‘section 30524°’;

(3) in section 30524(b), as redesignated by
subsection (a), by striking ‘‘section 30505’
and inserting ‘‘section 30523’’; and

(4) in section 30525, as redesignated by sub-
section (a)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘sections 30505 and 30506’ and in-
serting ‘‘sections 30523 and 30524"’;

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘section
30505°” and inserting ‘‘section 30523’’; and

(C) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘section
30506(b)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 30524(b)”’.
SEC. 5506. MORATORIUM ON TOWING VESSEL IN-

SPECTION USER FEES.

Notwithstanding section 9701 of title 31,
United States Code, and section 2110 of title
46 of such Code, the Secretary of the depart-
ment in which the Coast Guard is operating
may not charge an inspection fee for a tow-
ing vessel that has a certificate of inspection
issued under subchapter M of chapter I of
title 46, Code of Federal Regulations (or any
successor regulation), and that uses the Tow-
ing Safety Management System option for
compliance with such subchapter, until—

(1) the completion of the review required
under section 815 of the Frank LoBiondo
Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2018 (14
U.S.C. 946 note; Public Law 115-282); and

(2) the promulgation of regulations to es-
tablish specific inspection fees for such ves-
sels.

SEC. 5507. CERTAIN HISTORIC PASSENGER VES-
SELS.

(a) REPORT ON COVERED HISTORIC VES-
SELS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall
submit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a report evaluating the practicability
of the application of section 3306(n)(3)(A)(V)
of title 46, United States Code, to covered
historic vessels.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An assessment of the compliance, as of
the date on which the report is submitted in
accordance with paragraph (1), of covered
historic vessels with section 3306(n)(3)(A)(V)
of title 46, United States Code.

(B) An assessment of the safety record of
covered historic vessels.

(C) An assessment of the risk, if any, that
modifying the requirements under section
3306(n)(3)(A)(v) of title 46, United States
Code, would have on the safety of passengers
and crew of covered historic vessels.

(D) An evaluation of the economic prac-
ticability of the compliance of covered his-
toric vessels with such section
3306(n)(3)(A)(v) and whether that compliance
would meaningfully improve safety of pas-
sengers and crew in a manner that is both
feasible and economically practicable.

(E) Any recommendations to improve safe-
ty in addition to, or in lieu of, such section
3306(n)(3)(A)(V).

(F) Any other recommendations as the
Comptroller General determines are appro-
priate with respect to the applicability of
such section 3306(n)(3)(A)(v) to covered his-
toric vessels.

(G) An assessment to determine if covered
historic vessels could be provided an exemp-
tion to such section 3306(n)(3)(A)(v) and what
changes to legislative or rulemaking require-
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ments, including modifications to section
177.500(q) of title 46, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (as in effect on the date of enactment
of this Act), are necessary to provide the
Commandant the authority to make such ex-
emption or to otherwise provide for such ex-
emption.

(b) CONSULTATION.—In completing the re-
port required under subsection (a)(1), the
Comptroller General may consult with—

(1) the National Transportation Safety
Board;

(2) the Coast Guard; and

(3) the maritime industry, including rel-
evant federally funded research institutions,
nongovernmental organizations, and aca-
demia.

(c) EXTENSION FOR COVERED HISTORIC VES-
SELS.—The captain of a port may waive the
requirements of section 3306(n)(3)(A)(v) of
title 46, United States Code, with respect to
covered historic vessels for not more than 2
years after the date of submission of the re-
port required by subsection (a) to Congress
in accordance with such subsection.

(d) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion shall limit any authority available, as
of the date of enactment of this Act, to the
captain of a port with respect to safety
measures or any other authority as nec-
essary for the safety of covered historic ves-
sels.

(e) NOTICE TO PASSENGERS.—A covered his-
toric vessel that receives a waiver under sub-
section (¢) shall, beginning on the date on
which the requirements under section
3306(n)(3)(A)(v) of title 46, United States
Code, take effect, provide a prominently dis-
played notice on its website, ticket counter,
and each ticket for passengers that the ves-
sel is exempt from meeting the Coast Guard

safety compliance standards concerning
egress as provided for under such section
3306(n)(3)(A)(V).

(f) DEFINITION OF COVERED HISTORIC VES-
SELS.—In this section, the term ‘‘covered his-
toric vessels’” means the following:

(1) American Eagle (Official
229913).

(2) Angelique (Official Number 623562).

(3) Heritage (Official Number 649561).

(4) J & E Riggin (Official Number 226422).

(5) Ladona (Official Number 222228).

(6) Lewis R. French (Official Number
015801).

(7) Mary Day (Official Number 288714).

(8) Stephen Taber (Official Number 115409).

(9) Victory Chimes (Official Number
136784).

(10) Grace Bailey (Official Number 085754).

(11) Mercantile (Official Number 214388).

(12) Mistress (Official Number 509004).

SEC. 5508. COAST GUARD DIGITAL REGISTRA-
TION.

Section 12304(a) of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘shall be pocketsized,”’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘, and may be valid” and in-
serting ‘“‘and may be in hard copy or digital
form. The certificate shall be valid”.

SEC. 5509. RESPONSES TO SAFETY REC-
OMMENDATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 7 of title 14,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§721. Responses to safety recommendations

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the submission to the Commandant of
a recommendation and supporting justifica-
tion by the National Transportation Safety
Board relating to transportation safety, the
Commandant shall submit to the National
Transportation Safety Board a written re-
sponse to the recommendation, which shall
include whether the Commandant—

‘(1) concurs with the recommendation;

‘“(2) partially concurs with the
ommendation; or

Number

rec-
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*“(3) does not concur with the recommenda-
tion.

““(b) EXPLANATION OF CONCURRENCE.—A re-
sponse under subsection (a) shall include—

‘(1) with respect to a recommendation
with which the Commandant concurs, an ex-
planation of the actions the Commandant in-
tends to take to implement such rec-
ommendation;

‘(2) with respect to a recommendation
with which the Commandant partially con-
curs, an explanation of the actions the Com-
mandant intends to take to implement the
portion of such recommendation with which
the Commandant partially concurs; and

‘(3) with respect to a recommendation
with which the Commandant does not con-
cur, the reasons the Commandant does not
concur.

“(c) FAILURE TO RESPOND.—If the National
Transportation Safety Board has not re-
ceived the written response required under
subsection (a) by the end of the time period
described in that subsection, the National
Transportation Safety Board shall notify the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives that such re-
sponse has not been received.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis
for chapter 7 of title 14, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“721. Responses to
tions.”.
SEC. 5510. COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE
UNITED STATES STUDY AND REPORT
ON THE COAST GUARD’S OVERSIGHT

OF THIRD PARTY ORGANIZATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General
of the United States shall initiate a review,
not later than 1 year after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, that assesses the Coast
Guard’s oversight of third party organiza-
tions.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required under
subsection (a) shall analyze the following:

(1) Coast Guard utilization of third party
organizations in its prevention mission, and
the extent the Coast Guard plans to increase
such use to enhance prevention mission per-
formance, including resource utilization and
specialized expertise.

(2) The extent the Coast Guard has as-
sessed the potential risks and benefits of
using third party organizations to support
prevention mission activities.

(3) The extent the Coast Guard provides
oversight of third party organizations au-
thorized to support prevention mission ac-
tivities.

(c) REPORT.—The Comptroller General
shall submit the results from this study not
later than 1 year after initiating the review
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate and the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives.
SEC. 5511. ARTICULATED TUG-BARGE MANNING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the
watch setting requirements set forth in sec-
tion 8104 of title 46, United States Code, the
Secretary of the department in which the
Coast Guard is operating shall authorize an
Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection to issue
an amended certificate of inspection that
does not require engine room watch setting
to inspected towing vessels certificated prior
to July 19, 2022, forming part of an articu-
lated tug-barge unit, provided that such ves-
sels are equipped with engineering control
and monitoring systems of a type accepted
for no engine room watch setting under a
previously approved Minimum Safe Manning
Document or certificate of inspection for ar-
ticulated tug-barge units.

safety recommenda-
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(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CERTIFICATE OF INSPECTION.—The term
“‘certificate of inspection’” means a certifi-
cate of inspection under subchapter M of
chapter I of title 46, Code of Federal Regula-
tions.

(2) INSPECTED TOWING VESSEL.—The term
‘“‘inspected towing vessel’” means a vessel
issued a Certificate of Inspection.

SEC. 5512. ALTERNATE SAFETY COMPLIANCE
PROGRAM EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN
VESSELS.

Section 4503a of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (d)
through (f) as subsections (e) through (g), re-
spectively; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing:

‘(d) Subsection (a) shall not apply to a ves-
sel that—

‘“(1) is 79 feet or less in length as listed on
the vessel’s certificate of documentation or
certificate of number; and

““(2)(A) successfully completes a dockside
examination by the Secretary every 2 years
in accordance with section 4502(f)(2) of this
title; and

‘“(B) visibly displays a current decal dem-
onstrating examination compliance in the
pilothouse or equivalent space.”.

Subtitle B—Other Matters

SEC. 5521. DEFINITION OF A STATELESS VESSEL.

Section 70502(d)(1) of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and”
after the semicolon;

(2) in subparagraph (C), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘(D) a vessel aboard which no individual,
on request of an officer of the United States
authorized to enforce applicable provisions
of United States law, claims to be the master
or is identified as the individual in charge
and that has no other claim of nationality or
registry under paragraph (1) or (2) of sub-
section (e).”.

SEC. 5522. REPORT ON ENFORCEMENT OF COAST-
WISE LAWS.

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Commandant shall
submit to Congress a report describing any
changes to the enforcement of chapters 121
and 551 of title 46, United States Code, as a
result of the amendments to section 4(a)(1) of
the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (43
U.S.C. 1333(a)(1)) made by section 9503 of the
William M. (Mac) Thornberry National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021
(Public Law 116-283).

SEC. 5523. STUDY ON MULTI-LEVEL SUPPLY
CHAIN SECURITY STRATEGY OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECU-
RITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall initiate a study that assesses the ef-
forts of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity with respect to securing vessels and
maritime cargo bound for the United States
from national security related risks and
threats.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required under
subsection (a) shall assess the following:

(1) Programs that comprise the maritime
strategy of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity for securing vessels and maritime
cargo bound for the United States, and the
extent that such programs cover the critical
components of the global supply chain.

(2) The extent to which the components of
the Department of Homeland Security re-
sponsible for maritime security issues have
implemented leading practices in collabora-
tion.
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(3) The extent to which the Department of
Homeland Security has assessed the effec-
tiveness of its maritime security strategy.

(4) The effectiveness of the maritime secu-
rity strategy of the Department of Homeland
Security.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
initiating the study under subsection (a), the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit the results from the study to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of
the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure and the Committee
on Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

SEC. 5524. STUDY TO MODERNIZE THE MER-
CHANT MARINER LICENSING AND
DOCUMENTATION SYSTEM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Commandant shall submit to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate, and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure and the Committee
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives, a report on the financial, human, and
information technology infrastructure re-
sources needed to establish an electronic
merchant mariner licensing and documenta-
tion system.

(b) LEGISLATIVE AND REGULATORY SUGGES-
TIONS.—The report described in subsection
(a) shall include recommendations for such
legislative or administrative actions as the
Commandant determines necessary to estab-
lish the electronic merchant mariner licens-
ing and documentation system described in
subsection (a) as soon as possible.

(c) GAO REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—By not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General of the United States, in
consultation with the Commandant, shall
prepare and submit a report to Congress that
evaluates the current processes, as of the
date of enactment of this Act, of the Na-
tional Maritime Center for processing and
approving merchant mariner credentials.

(2) CONTENTS OF EVALUATION.—The evalua-
tion conducted under paragraph (1) shall in-
clude—

(A) an analysis of the effectiveness of the
current merchant mariner credentialing
process, as of the date of enactment of this
Act;

(B) an analysis of the backlogs relating to
the merchant mariner credentialing process
and the reasons for such backlogs; and

(C) recommendations for improving and ex-
pediting the merchant mariner credentialing
process.

(3) DEFINITION OF MERCHANT MARINER CRE-
DENTIAL.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘mer-
chant mariner credential’”’ means a merchant
mariner license, certificate, or document
that the Secretary of the department in
which the Coast Guard is operating is au-
thorized to issue pursuant to title 46, United
States Code.

SEC. 5525. STUDY AND REPORT ON DEVELOP-
MENT AND MAINTENANCE OF MAR-
INER RECORDS DATABASE.

(a) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in coordi-
nation with the Commandant and the Ad-
ministrator of the Maritime Administration
and the Commander of the United States
Transportation Command, shall conduct a
study on the potential benefits and feasi-
bility of developing and maintaining a Coast
Guard database that—

(A) contains records with respect to each
credentialed mariner, including credential
validity, drug and alcohol testing results,
and information on any final adjudicated
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agency action involving a credentialed mar-
iner or regarding any involvement in a ma-
rine casualty; and

(B) maintains such records in a manner
such that data can be readily accessed by the
Federal Government for the purpose of as-
sessing workforce needs and for the purpose
of the economic and national security of the
United States.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The study required under
paragraph (1) shall—

(A) include an assessment of the resources,
including information technology, and au-
thorities necessary to develop and maintain
the database described in such paragraph;
and

(B) specifically address the protection of
the privacy interests of any individuals
whose information may be contained within
the database, which shall include limiting
access to the database or having access to
the database be monitored by, or accessed
through, a member of the Coast Guard.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a report on the results of
the study under subsection (a), including
findings, conclusions, and recommendations.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CREDENTIALED MARINER.—The term
‘“‘credentialed mariner’” means an individual
with a merchant mariner license, certificate,
or document that the Secretary is author-
ized to issue pursuant to title 46, United
States Code.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ¢Secretary’”’
means the Secretary of the Department in
which the Coast Guard is operating.

SEC. 5526. ASSESSMENT REGARDING APPLICA-
TION PROCESS FOR MERCHANT
MARINER CREDENTIALS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating shall conduct an assessment to deter-
mine the resources, including personnel and
computing resources, required to—

(1) reduce the amount of time necessary to
process merchant mariner credentialing ap-
plications to not more than 2 weeks after the
date of receipt; and

(2) develop and maintain an electronic
merchant mariner credentialing application.

(b) BRIEFING REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the department in which
the Coast Guard is operating shall provide a
briefing to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives with the results of the assessment re-
quired under subsection (a).

(c) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
“merchant mariner credentialing applica-
tion” means a credentialing application for a
merchant mariner license, certificate, or
document that the Secretary is authorized
to issue pursuant to title 46, United States
Code.

SEC. 5527. MILITARY TO MARINERS ACT OF 2022.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘‘Military to Mariners Act of
2022,

(b) FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS.—

(1) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(A) The United States Uniformed Services
are composed of the world’s most highly
trained and professional servicemembers.

(B) A robust Merchant Marine and ensur-
ing United States mariners can compete in
the global workforce are vital to economic
and national security.
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(C) Attracting additional trained and
credentialed mariners, particularly from ac-
tive duty servicemembers and military vet-
erans, will support United States national
security requirements and provide meaning-
ful, well-paying jobs to United States vet-
erans.

(D) There is a need to ensure that the Fed-
eral Government has a robust, state of the
art, and efficient merchant mariner
credentialing system to support economic
and national security.

(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(A) veterans and members of the Uni-
formed Services who pursue credentialing to
join the United States Merchant Marine
should receive vigorous support; and

(B) it is incumbent upon the regulatory
bodies of the United States to streamline
regulations to facilitate transition of vet-
erans and members of the Uniformed Serv-
ices into the United States Merchant Marine
to maintain a strong maritime presence in
the United States and worldwide.

(c) MODIFICATION OF SEA SERVICE REQUIRE-
MENTS FOR MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIALS
FOR VETERANS AND MEMBERS OF THE UNI-
FORMED SERVICES.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL.—The
term ‘‘merchant mariner credential’’ has the
meaning given the term in section 7510 of
title 46, United States Code.

(B) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’”’
means the Secretary of the department in
which the Coast Guard is operating.

(C) UNIFORMED SERVICES.—The term ‘‘Uni-
formed Services’ has the meaning given the
term ‘‘uniformed services’ in section 2101 of
title 5, United States Code.

(2) REVIEW AND REGULATIONS.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, not
later than 2 years after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall—

(A) review and examine—

(i) the requirements and procedures for
veterans and members of the Uniformed
Services to receive a merchant mariner cre-
dential;

(ii) the classifications of sea service ac-
quired through training and service as a
member of the Uniformed Services and level
of equivalence to sea service on merchant
vessels;

(iii) the amount of sea service, including
percent of the total time onboard for pur-
poses of equivalent underway service, that
will be accepted as required experience for
all endorsements for applicants for a mer-
chant mariner credential who are veterans
or members of the Uniformed Services;

(B) provide the availability for a fully
internet-based application process for a mer-
chant mariner credential, to the maximum
extent practicable; and

(C) issue new regulations to—

(i) reduce paperwork, delay, and other bur-
dens for applicants for a merchant mariner
credential who are veterans and members of
the Uniformed Services, and, if determined
to be appropriate, increase the acceptable
percentages of time equivalent to sea service
for such applicants; and

(ii) reduce burdens and create a means of
alternative compliance to demonstrate in-
structor competency for Standards of Train-
ing, Certification and Watchkeeping for Sea-
farers courses.

(3) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out para-
graph (2), the Secretary shall consult with
the National Merchant Marine Personnel Ad-
visory Committee taking into account the
present and future needs of the United
States Merchant Marine labor workforce.

(4) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Com-
mittee on the Marine Transportation System
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shall submit to the Committee on Com-

merce, Science, and Transportation of the

Senate, the Committee on Armed Services of

the Senate, the Committee on Energy and

Commerce of the House of Representatives,

and the Committee on Armed Services of the

House of Representatives, a report that con-

tains an update on the activities carried out

to implement—

(A) the July 2020 report by the Committee
on the Marine Transportation System to the
White House Office of Trade and Manufac-
turing Policy on the implementation of Ex-
ecutive Order 13860 (84 Fed. Reg. 8407; relat-
ing to supporting the transition of active
duty servicemembers and military veterans
into the Merchant Marine); and

(B) section 3511 of the National Defense
Authorization Act of 2020 (Public Law 116-92;
133 Stat. 1978).

(d) ASSESSMENT OF SKILLBRIDGE FOR EM-
PLOYMENT AS A MERCHANT MARINER.—The
Secretary of the department in which the
Coast Guard is operating, in collaboration
with the Secretary of Defense, shall assess
the use of the SkillBridge program of the De-
partment of Defense as a means for
transitioning active duty sea service per-
sonnel toward employment as a merchant
mariner.

SEC. 5528. FLOATING DRY DOCKS.

Section 55122(a) of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(C)—

(A) by striking *(C)”
“(OD

(B) by striking ‘2015; and’ and inserting
¢¢2015; or’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(ii) had a letter of intent for purchase by
such shipyard or affiliate signed prior to
such date of enactment; and’’; and

(2) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘or occurs
between Honolulu, Hawaii, and Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii” before the period at the end.

TITLE LVI—SEXUAL ASSAULT AND SEX-
UAL HARASSMENT PREVENTION AND
RESPONSE

SEC. 5601. DEFINITIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2101 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (45)
through (54) as paragraphs (47) through (56),
respectively; and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (44) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(45) ‘sexual assault’ means any form of
abuse or contact as defined in chapter 109A
of title 18, or a substantially similar offense
under a State, local, or Tribal law.

‘‘(46) ‘sexual harassment’ means any of the
following:

““(A) Conduct towards an individual (which
may have been by the individual’s super-
visor, a supervisor in another area, a co-
worker, or another credentialed mariner)
that—

‘(i) involves unwelcome sexual advances,
requests for sexual favors, or deliberate or
repeated offensive comments or gestures of a
sexual nature, when—

“(I) submission to such conduct is made ei-
ther explicitly or implicitly a term or condi-
tion of employment, pay, career, benefits, or
entitlements of the individual;

“(II) any submission to, or rejection of,
such conduct by the individual is used as a
basis for decisions affecting the individual’s
job, pay, career, benefits, or entitlements; or

‘(III) such conduct has the purpose or ef-
fect of unreasonably interfering with the in-
dividual’s work performance or creates an
intimidating, hostile, or offensive working
environment; and

‘‘(ii) is so severe or pervasive that a rea-
sonable person would perceive, and the indi-
vidual does perceive, the environment as
hostile or offensive.

and inserting
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‘“(B) Any use or condonation by any person
in a supervisory or command position of any
form of sexual behavior to control, influence,
or affect the career, pay, or job of an indi-
vidual who is a subordinate to the person.

‘“(C) Any intentional or repeated unwel-
come verbal comment or gesture of a sexual
nature towards or about an individual by the
individual’s supervisor, a supervisor in an-
other area, a coworker, or another
credentialed mariner.”.

(b) REPORT.—The Commandant shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate a
report describing any changes the Com-
mandant may propose to the definitions
added by the amendments in subsection (a).

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) Section 2113(3) of title 46, United States

Code, is amended by striking ‘‘section
2101(51)(A)”’ and inserting ‘“‘section
2101(53)(A)’.

(2) Section 4105 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(A) in subsections (b)(1) and (c), by striking
‘“‘section 2101(b1)” each place it appears and
inserting ‘‘section 2101(53)’’; and

(B) in subsection (d), by striking ‘‘section
2101(51)(A)”’ and inserting ‘‘section
2101(53)(A)”".

(3) Section 1131(a)(1)(E) of title 49, United
States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘section
2101(46)”’ and inserting ‘‘116”’.

SEC. 5602. CONVICTED SEX OFFENDER AS
GROUNDS FOR DENIAL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 75 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§7511. Convicted sex offender as grounds for
denial

‘‘(a) SEXUAL ABUSE.—A license, certificate
of registry, or merchant mariner’s document
authorized to be issued under this part shall
be denied to an individual who has been con-
victed of a sexual offense prohibited under—

‘(1) chapter 109A of title 18, except for sub-
section (b) of section 2244 of title 18; or

‘(2) a substantially similar offense under a
State, local, or Tribal law.

“(b) ABUSIVE SEXUAL CONTACT.—A license,
certificate of registry, or merchant mari-
ner’s document authorized to be issued under
this part may be denied to an individual who
within 5 years before applying for the li-
cense, certificate, or document, has been
convicted of a sexual offense prohibited
under subsection (b) of section 2244 of title
18, or a substantially similar offense under a
State, local, or Tribal law.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis
for chapter 75 of title 46, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:
¢“7511. Convicted sex offender as grounds for

denial.”.
SEC. 5603. ACCOMMODATION; NOTICES.

Section 11101 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘; and”
and inserting a semicolon;

(B) in paragraph (4), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(6) each crew berthing area shall be
equipped with information regarding—

‘“(A) vessel owner or company policies pro-
hibiting sexual assault, sexual harassment,
retaliation, and drug and alcohol use; and

‘(B) procedures and resources to report al-
legations of sexual assault and sexual har-
assment, including information—

‘(i) on the contact information, website
address, and mobile application of the Coast
Guard Investigative Services and the Coast

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Guard National Command Center, in order to
report allegations of sexual assault or sexual
harassment;

‘“(ii) on vessel owner or company proce-
dures to report violations of company policy
and access resources;

‘(iii) on resources provided by outside or-
ganizations such as sexual assault hotlines
and counseling;

‘“(iv) on the retention period for surveil-
lance video recording after an incident of
sexual harassment or sexual assault is re-
ported; and

‘“(v) on additional items specified in regu-
lations issued by, and at the discretion of,
the Secretary.”’; and

(2) in subsection (d), by adding at the end
the following: ‘“‘In each washing place in a
visible location, there shall be information
regarding procedures and resources to report
alleged sexual assault and sexual harassment
upon the vessel, and vessel owner or com-
pany policies prohibiting sexual assault and
sexual harassment, retaliation, and drug and
alcohol use.”.

SEC. 5604. PROTECTION AGAINST DISCRIMINA-
TION.

Section 2114(a) of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by redesignating subparagraphs (B)
through (G) as subparagraphs (C) through
(H), respectively; and

(B) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the
following:

‘“(B) the seaman in good faith has reported
or is about to report to the vessel owner,
Coast Guard, or other appropriate Federal
agency or department sexual harassment or
sexual assault against the seaman or knowl-
edge of sexual harassment or sexual assault
against another seaman;”’; and

(2) in paragraphs (2) and (3), by striking
‘“‘paragraph (1)(B)”’ each place it appears and
inserting ‘‘paragraph (1)(C)”’.

SEC. 5605. ALCOHOL AT SEA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall
seek to enter into an agreement with the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences not later than 1
yvear after the date of the enactment of this
Act under which the National Academy of
Sciences shall prepare an assessment to de-
termine safe levels of alcohol consumption
and possession by crew members aboard ves-
sels of the United States engaged in commer-
cial service, except when such possession is
associated with the commercial sale to indi-
viduals aboard the vessel who are not crew
members.

(b) ASSESSMENT.—The assessment under
this section shall—

(1) take into account the safety and secu-
rity of every individual on the vessel;

(2) take into account reported incidences
of sexual harassment or sexual assault, as
defined in section 2101 of title 46, United
States Code; and

(3) provide any appropriate recommenda-
tions for any changes to laws, including reg-
ulations, or employer policies.

(c) SUBMISSION.—Upon completion of the
assessment under this section, the National
Academy of Sciences shall submit the assess-
ment to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate,
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives,
the Commandant, and the Secretary of the
department in which the Coast Guard is op-
erating.

(d) REGULATIONS.—The Commandant—

(1) shall review the findings and rec-
ommendations of the assessment under this
section by not later than 180 days after re-
ceiving the assessment under subsection (c¢);
and

(2) taking into account the safety and se-
curity of every individual on vessels of the
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United States engaged in commercial serv-
ice, may issue regulations relating to alco-
hol consumption on such vessels.

(e) REPORT REQUIRED.—If, by the date that
is 2 years after the receipt of the assessment
under subsection (c), the Commandant does
not issue regulations under subsection (d),
the Commandant shall provide a report by
such date to the appropriate committees of
Congress—

(1) regarding the rationale for not issuing
such regulations; and

(2) providing other recommendations as
necessary to ensure safety at sea.

SEC. 5606. SEXUAL HARASSMENT OR SEXUAL AS-

SAULT AS GROUNDS FOR SUSPEN-
SION AND REVOCATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 77 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
after section 7704 the following:

“§ 7704a. Sexual harassment or sexual assault
as grounds for suspension and revocation
‘‘(a) SEXUAL HARASSMENT.—If it is shown

at a hearing under this chapter that a holder
of a license, certificate of registry, or mer-
chant mariner’s document issued under this
part, within 10 years before the beginning of
the suspension and revocation proceedings,
is the subject of a substantiated claim of sex-
ual harassment, then the license, certificate
of registry, or merchant mariner’s document
shall be suspended or revoked.

“(b) SEXUAL ASSAULT.—If it is shown at a
hearing under this chapter that a holder of a
license, certificate of registry, or merchant
mariner’s document issued under this part,
within 20 years before the beginning of the
suspension and revocation proceedings, is
the subject of a substantiated claim of sex-
ual assault, then the license, certificate of
registry, or merchant mariner’s document
shall be revoked.

‘‘(c) SUBSTANTIATED CLAIM.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In this section, the term
‘substantiated claim’ means—

““(A) a legal proceeding or agency action in
any administrative proceeding that deter-
mines the individual committed sexual har-
assment or sexual assault in violation of any
Federal, State, local, or Tribal law or regula-
tion and for which all appeals have been ex-
hausted, as applicable; or

‘(B) a determination after an investigation
by the Coast Guard that it is more likely
than not that the individual committed sex-
ual harassment or sexual assault as defined
in section 2101, if the determination affords
appropriate due process rights to the subject
of the investigation.

‘(2) ADDITIONAL REVIEW.—A license, certifi-
cate of registry, or merchant mariner’s docu-
ment shall not be suspended or revoked
under subsection (a) or (b), unless the sub-
stantiated claim is reviewed and affirmed, in
accordance with the applicable definition in
section 2101, by an administrative law judge
at the same suspension or revocation hearing
under this chapter described in subsection
(a) or (b), as applicable.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis
for chapter 77 of title 46, United States Code,
is amended by inserting after the item relat-
ing to section 7704 the following:
¢“T704a. Sexual harassment or sexual assault

as grounds for suspension or
revocation.”.

SEC. 5607. SURVEILLANCE REQUIREMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part B of subtitle II of
title 46, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“CHAPTER 49—OCEANGOING

NONPASSENGER COMMERCIAL VESSELS

“§4901. Surveillance requirements

‘‘(a) APPLICABILITY.—
‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The requirements in this
section shall apply to vessels engaged in
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commercial service that do not carry pas-
sengers and are any of the following:

“(A) A documented vessel with overnight
accommodations for at least 10 persons on
board that—

‘(i) is on a voyage of at least 600 miles and
crosses seaward of the boundary line; or

‘“(ii) is at least 24 meters (79 feet) in overall
length and required to have a load line under
chapter 51.

“(B) A documented vessel on an inter-
national voyage that is of—

‘(i) at least 500 gross tons as measured
under section 14502; or

‘‘(ii) an alternate tonnage measured under
section 14302 as prescribed by the Secretary
under section 14104.

“(C) A vessel with overnight accommoda-
tions for at least 10 persons on board that are
operating for no less than 72 hours on waters
superjacent to the outer Continental Shelf
(as defined in section 2(a) of the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1331(a)).

‘“(2) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding para-
graph (1), the requirements in this section
shall not apply to any fishing vessel, fish
processing vessel, or fish tender vessel.

“(b) REQUIREMENT FOR MAINTENANCE OF
VIDEO SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM.—Each vessel
to which this section applies shall maintain
a video surveillance system in accordance
with this section.

“(c) PLACEMENT OF VIDEO AND AUDIO SUR-
VEILLANCE EQUIPMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The owner of a vessel to
which this section applies shall install video
and audio surveillance equipment aboard the
vessel not later than 2 years after the date of
enactment of the Coast Guard Authorization
Act of 2022, or during the next scheduled dry-
dock, whichever is later.

‘(2) LOCATIONS.—Video and audio surveil-
lance equipment shall be placed in passage-
ways onto which doors from staterooms
open. Such equipment shall be placed in a
manner ensuring the visibility of every door
in each such passageway.

“(d) NOTICE OF VIDEO AND AUDIO SURVEIL-
LANCE.—The owner of a vessel to which this
section applies shall provide clear and con-
spicuous signs on board the vessel notifying
the crew of the presence of video and audio
surveillance equipment.

‘“(e) LIMITED ACCESS TO VIDEO AND AUDIO
RECORDS.—The owner of a vessel to which
this section applies shall ensure that access
to records of video and audio surveillance is
limited to the purposes described in this sec-
tion and not used as part of a labor action
against a crew member or employment dis-
pute unless used in a criminal or civil action.

“(f) RETENTION REQUIREMENTS.—The owner
of a vessel to which this section applies shall
retain all records of audio and video surveil-
lance for not less than 4 years after the foot-
age is obtained. Any video and audio surveil-
lance found to be associated with an alleged
incident of sexual harassment or sexual as-
sault shall be retained by such owner for not
less than 10 years from the date of the al-
leged incident.

‘‘(g) PERSONNEL TRAINING.—A vessel owner,
managing operator, or employer of a seafarer
(in this subsection referred to as the ‘com-
pany’) shall provide training for all individ-
uals employed by the company for the pur-
pose of responding to incidents of sexual as-
sault or sexual harassment, including—

‘(1) such training to ensure the individ-
uals—

““(A) retain audio and visual records and
other evidence objectively; and

‘“(B) act impartially without
from the company or others; and

‘(2) training on applicable Federal, State,
Tribal, and local laws and regulations re-
garding sexual assault and sexual harass-
ment investigations and reporting require-
ments.
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‘‘(h) DEFINITION OF OWNER.—In this section,
the term ‘owner’ means the owner,
charterer, managing operator, master, or
other individual in charge of a vessel.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis of
subtitle II at the beginning of title 46, United
States Code, is amended by adding after the
item relating to chapter 47 the following:

““CHAPTER 49—OCEANGOING NONPASSENGER

COMMERCIAL VESSELS”’.
SEC. 5608. MASTER KEY CONTROL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 31 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§ 3106. Master key control system

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The owner of a vessel
subject to inspection under section 3301
shall—

‘(1) ensure that such vessel is equipped
with a vessel master key control system,
manual or electronic, which provides con-
trolled access to all copies of the vessel’s
master key of which access shall only be
available to the individuals described in
paragraph (2);

‘“(2)(A) establish a list of all crew mem-
bers, identified by position, allowed to access
and use the master key; and

‘(B) maintain such list upon the vessel
within owner records and include such list in
the vessel safety management system under
section 3203(a)(6);

‘“(8) record in a log book, which may be
electronic and shall be included in the safety
management system under section 3203(a)(6),
information on all access and use of the ves-
sel’s master key, including—

‘“(A) dates and times of access;

“(B) the room or location accessed; and

‘“(C) the name and rank of the crew mem-
ber that used the master key; and

‘“(4) make the list under paragraph (2) and
the log book under paragraph (3) available
upon request to any agent of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, any member of the
Coast Guard, and any law enforcement offi-
cer performing official duties in the course
and scope of an investigation.

‘“(b) PROHIBITED USE.—A crew member not
included on the list described in subsection
(a)(2) shall not have access to or use the mas-
ter key unless in an emergency and shall im-
mediately notify the master and owner of
the vessel following access to or use of such
key.

‘‘(c) PENALTY.—Any crew member who vio-
lates subsection (b) shall be liable to the
United States Government for a civil penalty
of not more than $1,000, and may be subject
to suspension or revocation under section
7703.”".

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis
for chapter 31 of title 46, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:
¢‘3106. Master key control system.”’.

SEC. 5609. SAFETY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS.

Section 3203 of title 46, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (5) and (6)
as paragraphs (7) and (8), respectively; and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-
lowing:

““(5) with respect to sexual harassment and
sexual assault, procedures and annual train-
ing requirements for all responsible persons
and vessels to which this chapter applies
on—

““(A) prevention;

“(B) bystander intervention;

‘“(C) reporting;

‘(D) response; and

‘“(B) investigation;

‘“(6) the list required under section
3106(a)(2) and the log book required under
section 3106(a)(3);”’;
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(2) by redesignating subsections (b) and (c)
as subsections (d) and (e), respectively; and

(3) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing:

“(b) PROCEDURES AND TRAINING REQUIRE-
MENTS.—In prescribing regulations for the
procedures and training requirements de-
scribed in subsection (a)(b), such procedures
and requirements shall be consistent with
the requirements to report sexual harass-
ment or sexual assault under section 10104.

““(c) AUDITS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Upon discovery of a fail-
ure of a responsible person or vessel to com-
ply with a requirement under section 10104
during an audit of a safety management sys-
tem or from other sources of information ac-
quired by the Coast Guard (including an
audit or systematic review under section
10104(g)), the Secretary shall audit the safety
management system of a vessel under this
section to determine if there is a failure to
comply with any other requirement under
section 10104.

*“(2) CERTIFICATES.—

““(A) SUSPENSION.—During an audit of a
safety management system of a vessel re-
quired under paragraph (1), the Secretary
may suspend the Safety Management Certifi-
cate issued for the vessel under section 3205
and issue a separate Safety Management
Certificate for the vessel to be in effect for a
3-month period beginning on the date of the
issuance of such separate certificate.

‘‘(B) REVOCATION.—At the conclusion of an
audit of a safety management system re-
quired under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall revoke the Safety Management Certifi-
cate issued for the vessel under section 3205
if the Secretary determines—

‘(i) that the holder of the Safety Manage-
ment Certificate knowingly, or repeatedly,
failed to comply with section 10104; or

‘‘(ii) other failure of the safety manage-
ment system resulted in the failure to com-
ply with such section.

‘(3) DOCUMENTS OF COMPLIANCE.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Following an audit of
the safety management system of a vessel
required under paragraph (1), the Secretary
may audit the safety management system of
the responsible person for the vessel.

‘(B) SUSPENSION.—During an audit under
subparagraph (A), the Secretary may sus-
pend the Document of Compliance issued to
the responsible person under section 3205 and
issue a separate Document of Compliance to
such person to be in effect for a 3-month pe-
riod beginning on the date of the issuance of
such separate document.

‘(C) REVOCATION.—At the conclusion of an
assessment or an audit of a safety manage-
ment system under subparagraph (A), the
Secretary shall revoke the Document of
Compliance issued to the responsible person
if the Secretary determines—

‘(i) that the holder of the Document of
Compliance knowingly, or repeatedly, failed
to comply with section 10104; or

‘“(ii) that other failure of the safety man-
agement system resulted in the failure to
comply with such section.”.

SEC. 5610. REQUIREMENT TO REPORT SEXUAL
ASSAULT AND HARASSMENT.

Section 10104 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended by striking subsections (a)
and (b) and inserting the following:

‘‘(a) MANDATORY REPORTING BY VESSEL
OWNER, MASTER, MANAGING OPERATOR, OR
EMPLOYER.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A vessel owner, master,
or managing operator of a documented vessel
or the employer of a seafarer on that vessel
shall report to the Commandant in accord-
ance with subsection (b) any complaint or in-
cident of sexual harassment or sexual as-
sault involving a crew member in violation
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of employer policy or law of which such ves-
sel owner, master, managing operator, or
employer of the seafarer is made aware. Such
reporting shall include results of any inves-
tigation into the incident, if applicable, and
any action taken against the offending crew
member.

‘(2) PENALTY.—A vessel owner, master, or
managing operator of a documented vessel or
the employer of a seafarer on that vessel who
knowingly fails to report in compliance with
paragraph (1) is liable to the United States
Government for a civil penalty of not more
than $50,000.

*“(b) REPORTING PROCEDURES.—

(1) TIMING OF REPORTS BY VESSEL OWNERS,
MASTERS, MANAGING OPERATORS, OR EMPLOY-
ERS.—A report required under subsection (a)
shall be made immediately after the vessel
owner, master, managing operator, or em-
ployer of the seafarer gains knowledge of a
sexual assault or sexual harassment incident
by the fastest telecommunications channel
available. Such report shall be made to the
Commandant and the appropriate officer or
agency of the government of the country in
whose waters the incident occurs.

‘“(2) CONTENTS.—A report required under
subsection (a) shall include, to the best of
the knowledge of the individual making the
report—

‘“(A) the name, official position or role in
relation to the vessel, and contact informa-
tion of the individual making the report;

‘“(B) the name and official number of the
documented vessel;

¢(C) the time and date of the incident;

‘(D) the geographic position or location of
the vessel when the incident occurred; and

‘“(BE) a brief description of the alleged sex-
ual harassment or sexual assault being re-
ported.

‘“(3) RECEIVING REPORTS AND COLLECTION OF
INFORMATION.—

‘“(A) RECEIVING REPORTS.—With respect to
reports submitted under this subsection to
the Coast Guard, the Commandant—

‘(1) may establish additional reporting
procedures, including procedures for receiv-
ing reports through—

“(I) a telephone number that is continu-
ously manned at all times; and

““(IT) an email address that is continuously
monitored; and

¢‘(ii) shall use procedures that include pre-
serving evidence in such reports and pro-
viding emergency service referrals.

‘(B) COLLECTION OF INFORMATION.—After
receiving a report under this subsection, the
Commandant shall collect information re-
lated to the identity of each alleged victim,
alleged perpetrator, and witness identified in
the report through a means designed to pro-
tect, to the extent practicable, the personal
identifiable information of such individuals.

‘‘(c) SUBPOENA AUTHORITY.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—The Commandant may
compel the testimony of witnesses and the
production of any evidence by subpoena to
determine compliance with this section.

‘“(2) JURISDICTIONAL LIMITS.—The jurisdic-
tional limits of a subpoena issued under this
section are the same as, and are enforceable
in the same manner as, subpoenas issued
under chapter 63 of this title.

“(d) COMPANY AFTER-ACTION SUMMARY.—A
vessel owner, master, managing operator, or
employer of a seafarer that makes a report
under subsection (a) shall—

‘(1) submit to the Commandant a docu-
ment with detailed information to describe
the actions taken by the vessel owner, mas-
ter, managing operator, or employer of a sea-
farer after it became aware of the sexual as-
sault or sexual harassment incident; and

‘(2) make such submission not later than
10 days after the vessel owner, master, man-
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aging operator, or employer of a seafarer
made the report under subsection (a).

‘“(e) INVESTIGATORY AUDIT.—The Com-
mandant shall periodically perform an audit
or other systematic review of the submis-
sions made under this section to determine if
there were any failures to comply with the
requirements of this section.

‘(f) C1viL. PENALTY.—A vessel owner, mas-
ter, managing operator, or employer of a sea-
farer that fails to comply with subsection (e)
is liable to the United States Government
for a civil penalty of $50,000 for each day a
failure continues.

“‘(g) APPLICABILITY; REGULATIONS.—

‘(1) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The requirements of
this section take effect on the date of enact-
ment of the Coast Guard Authorization Act
of 2022.

‘“(2) REGULATIONS.—The Commandant may
issue regulations to implement the require-
ments of this section.

‘“(3) REPORTS.—Any report required to be
made to the Commandant under this section
shall be made to the Coast Guard National
Command Center, until regulations estab-
lishing other reporting procedures are
issued.”.

SEC. 5611. ACCESS TO CARE AND SEXUAL AS-
SAULT FORENSIC EXAMINATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter IV of chapter
5 of title 14, United States Code, as amended
by section 5211, is further amended by adding
at the end the following:

“§565. Access to care and sexual assault fo-
rensic examinations

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—Before embarking on
any prescheduled voyage, a Coast Guard ves-
sel shall have in place a written operating
procedure that ensures that an embarked
victim of sexual assault shall have access to
a sexual assault forensic examination—

‘(1) as soon as possible after the victim re-
quests an examination; and

‘“(2) that is treated with the same level of
urgency as emergency medical care.

‘“(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The written oper-
ating procedure required by subsection (a),
shall, at a minimum, account for—

‘(1) the health, safety, and privacy of a
victim of sexual assault;

‘“(2) the proximity of ashore or afloat med-
ical facilities, including coordination as nec-
essary with the Department of Defense, in-
cluding other military departments (as de-
fined in section 101 of title 10, United States
Code);

‘“(3) the availability of aeromedical evacu-
ation;

‘“(4) the operational capabilities of the ves-
sel concerned;

‘“(5) the qualifications of medical personnel
onboard;

‘“(6) coordination with law enforcement
and the preservation of evidence;

‘“(7) the means of accessing a sexual as-
sault forensic examination and medical care
with a restricted report of sexual assault;

‘“(8) the availability of nonprescription
pregnancy prophylactics; and

“(9) other unique military
ations.”.

(b) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the department in which the
Coast Guard is operating shall seek to enter
into an agreement with the National Acad-
emy of Sciences under which the National
Academy of Sciences shall conduct a study
to assess the feasibility of the development
of a self-administered sexual assault forensic
examination for use by victims of sexual as-
sault onboard a vessel at sea.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The study under paragraph
(1) shall—

(A) take into account—

consider-
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(i) the safety and security of the alleged
victim of sexual assault;

(ii) the ability to properly identify, docu-
ment, and preserve any evidence relevant to
the allegation of sexual assault; and

(iii) the applicable criminal procedural
laws relating to authenticity, relevance,
preservation of evidence, chain of custody,
and any other matter relating to evidentiary
admissibility; and

(B) provide any appropriate recommenda-
tion for changes to existing laws, regula-
tions, or employer policies.

(3) REPORT.—Upon completion of the study
under paragraph (1), the National Academy
of Sciences shall submit to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate, the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives, and the Secretary of the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating a report on the findings of the study.

(¢c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis
for subchapter IV of chapter 5 of title 14,
United States Code, as amended by section
5211, is further amended by adding at the end
the following:

“565. Access to care and sexual assault foren-
sic examinations.”.
SEC. 5612. REPORTS TO CONGRESS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 101 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§10105. Reports to Congress

“Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of the Coast Guard Authorization
Act of 2022, and on an annual basis there-
after, the Commandant shall submit to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives a report to
include—

‘(1) the number of reports received under
section 10104;

‘(2) the number of penalties issued under
such section;

‘“(3) the number of open investigations
under such section, completed investigations
under such section, and the outcomes of such
open or completed investigations;

‘“(4) the number of assessments or audits
conducted under section 3203 and the out-
come of those assessments or audits;

‘“(6) a statistical analysis of compliance
with the safety management system criteria
under section 3203;

‘(6) the number of credentials denied or re-
voked due to sexual harassment, sexual as-
sault, or related offenses; and

(7)) recommendations to support efforts of
the Coast Guard to improve investigations
and oversight of sexual harassment and sex-
ual assault in the maritime sector, including
funding requirements and legislative change
proposals necessary to ensure compliance
with title LVI of the Coast Guard Authoriza-
tion Act of 2022 and the amendments made
by such title.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis
for chapter 101 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following:
£“10105. Reports to Congress.”’.

SEC. 5613. POLICY ON REQUESTS FOR PERMA-
NENT CHANGES OF STATION OR
UNIT TRANSFERS BY PERSONS WHO
REPORT BEING THE VICTIM OF SEX-
UAL ASSAULT.

Not later than 30 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Commandant, in
consultation with the Director of the Health,
Safety, and Work Life Directorate, shall
issue an interim update to Coast Guard pol-
icy guidance to allow a member of the Coast
Guard who has reported being the victim of
a sexual assault or any other offense covered
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by section 920, 920c, or 930 of title 10, United
States Code (article 120, 120c, or 130 of the
Uniform Code of Military Justice) to request
an immediate change of station or a unit
transfer. The final policy shall be updated
not later than 1 year after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.
SEC. 5614. SEX OFFENSES AND PERSONNEL
RECORDS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Commandant
shall issue final regulations or policy guid-
ance required to fully implement section 1745
of the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2014 (Public Law 113-66; 10
U.S.C. 1561 note).

SEC. 5615. STUDY ON COAST GUARD OVERSIGHT
AND INVESTIGATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall commence a study to assess the over-
sight over Coast Guard activities, including
investigations, personnel management, whis-
tleblower protection, and other activities
carried out by the Department of Homeland
Security Office of Inspector General.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) An analysis of the ability of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Office of Inspec-
tor General to ensure timely, thorough, com-
plete, and appropriate oversight over the
Coast Guard, including oversight over both
civilian and military activities.

(2) An assessment of—

(A) the best practices with respect to such
oversight; and

(B) the ability of the Department of Home-
land Security Office of Inspector General and
the Commandant to identify and achieve
such best practices.

(3) An analysis of the methods, standards,
and processes employed by the Department
of Defense Office of Inspector General and
the inspectors generals of the armed forces
(as defined in section 101 of title 10, United
States Code), other than the Coast Guard, to
conduct oversight and investigation activi-
ties.

(4) An analysis of the methods, standards,
and processes of the Department of Home-
land Security Office of Inspector General
with respect to oversight over the civilian
and military activities of the Coast Guard,
as compared to the methods, standards, and
processes described in paragraph (3).

(5) An assessment of the extent to which
the Coast Guard Investigative Service com-
pletes investigations or other disciplinary
measures after referral of complaints from
the Department of Homeland Security Office
of Inspector General.

(6) A description of the staffing, expertise,
training, and other resources of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Office of Inspec-
tor General, and an assessment as to whether
such staffing, expertise, training, and other
resources meet the requirements necessary
for meaningful, timely, and effective over-
sight over the activities of the Coast Guard.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
commencing the study required by sub-
section (a), the Comptroller General shall
submit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a report on the findings of the study,
including recommendations with respect to
oversight over Coast Guard activities.

(d) OTHER REVIEWS.—The study required by
subsection (a) may rely upon recently com-
pleted or ongoing reviews by the Comptroller
General or other entities, as applicable.

SEC. 5616. STUDY ON SPECIAL VICTIMS’ COUNSEL
PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days

after the date of the enactment of this Act,
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the Secretary of the department in which
the Coast Guard is operating shall enter into
an agreement with a federally funded re-
search and development center for the con-
duct of a study on—

(1) the Special Victims’ Counsel program
of the Coast Guard;

(2) Coast Guard investigations of sexual as-
sault offenses for cases in which the subject
of the investigation is no longer under jeop-
ardy for the alleged misconduct for reasons
including the death of the accused, a lapse in
the statute of limitations for the alleged of-
fense, and a fully adjudicated criminal trial
of the alleged offense in which all appeals
have been exhausted; and

(3) legal support and representation pro-
vided to members of the Coast Guard who
are victims of sexual assault, including in in-
stances in which the accused is a member of
the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, or
Space Force.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required by sub-
section (a) shall assess the following:

(1) The Special Victims’ Counsel program
of the Coast Guard, including training, effec-
tiveness, capacity to handle the number of
cases referred, and experience with cases in-
volving members of the Coast Guard and
members of another armed force (as defined
in section 101 of title 10, United States Code).

(2) The experience of Special Victims’
Counsels in representing members of the
Coast Guard during a court-martial.

(3) Policies concerning the availability and
detailing of Special Victims® Counsels for
sexual assault allegations, in particular such
allegations in which the accused is a member
of another armed force (as defined in section
101 of title 10, United States Code), and the
impact that the cross-service relationship
had on—

(A) the competence and sufficiency of serv-
ices provided to the alleged victim; and

(B) the interaction between—

(i) the investigating agency and the Spe-
cial Victims’ Counsels; and

(ii) the prosecuting entity and the Special
Victims’ Counsels.

(4) Training provided to, or made available
for, Special Victims’ Counsels and paralegals
with respect to Department of Defense proc-
esses for conducting sexual assault inves-
tigations and Special Victims’ Counsel rep-
resentation of sexual assault victims.

(5) The ability of Special Victims’ Counsels
to operate independently without undue in-
fluence from third parties, including the
command of the accused, the command of
the victim, the Judge Advocate General of
the Coast Guard, and the Deputy Judge Ad-
vocate General of the Coast Guard.

(6) The skill level and experience of Special
Victims’ Counsels, as compared to special
victims’ counsels available to members of
the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps,
and Space Force.

(7) Policies regarding access to an alter-
nate Special Victims’ Counsel, if requested
by the member of the Coast Guard con-
cerned, and potential improvements for such
policies.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
entering into an agreement under subsection
(a), the federally funded research and devel-
opment center shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives a report that in-
cludes—

(1) the findings of the study required by
that subsection;

(2) recommendations to improve the co-
ordination, training, and experience of Spe-
cial Victims’ Counsels of the Coast Guard so
as to improve outcomes for members of the
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Coast Guard who have reported sexual as-
sault; and

(3) any other recommendation the feder-
ally funded research and development center
considers appropriate.

TITLE LVII—NATIONAL OCEANIC AND
ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

Subtitle A—National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration Commissioned Offi-
cer Corps

SEC. 5701. DEFINITIONS.

Section 212(b) of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration Commissioned
Officer Corps Act of 2002 (33 U.S.C. 3002(b)) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘(8) UNDER SECRETARY.—The term ‘Under
Secretary’ means the Under Secretary of
Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere.”.
SEC. 5702. REQUIREMENT FOR APPOINTMENTS.

Section 221(c) of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration Commissioned
Officer Corps Act of 2002 (33 U.S.C. 3021(c)) is
amended by striking ‘“‘may not be given’’ and
inserting the following: “may—

‘(1) be given only to an individual who is
a citizen of the United States; and

‘(2) not be given’.

SEC. 5703. REPEAL OF REQUIREMENT TO PRO-

MOTE ENSIGNS AFTER 3 YEARS OF
SERVICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 223 of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion Commissioned Officer Corps Act of 2002
(33 U.S.C. 3023) is amended to read as follows:
“SEC. 223. SEPARATION OF ENSIGNS FOUND NOT

FULLY QUALIFIED.

“If an officer in the permanent grade of en-
sign is at any time found not fully qualified,
the officer’s commission shall be revoked
and the officer shall be separated from the
commissioned service.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 1 of the Act entitled ‘“An
Act to reauthorize the Hydrographic Serv-
ices Improvement Act of 1998, and for other
purposes’’ (Public Law 107-372) is amended by
striking the item relating to section 223 and
inserting the following:

‘“‘Sec. 223. Separation of ensigns found not
fully qualified.”.
SEC. 5704. AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE AWARDS AND
DECORATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle A of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion Commissioned Officer Corps Act of 2002
(33 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

“SEC. 220. AWARDS AND DECORATIONS.

‘“The Under Secretary may provide rib-
bons, medals, badges, trophies, and similar
devices to members of the commissioned of-
ficer corps of the Administration and to
members of other uniformed services for
service and achievement in support of the
missions of the Administration.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 1 of the Act entitled ““An
Act to reauthorize the Hydrographic Serv-
ices Improvement Act of 1998, and for other
purposes’’ (Public Law 107-372) is amended by
inserting after the item relating to section
219 the following:

‘“Sec. 220. Awards and decorations.”.
SEC. 5705. RETIREMENT AND SEPARATION.

(a) INVOLUNTARY RETIREMENT OR SEPARA-
TION.—Section 241(a)(1) of the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration Com-
missioned Officer Corps Act of 2002 (33 U.S.C.
3041(a)(1)) is amended to read as follows:

‘(1) an officer in the permanent grade of
captain or commander may—

““(A) except as provided by subparagraph
(B), be transferred to the retired list; or

‘“(B) if the officer is not qualified for re-
tirement, be separated from service; and”’.
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(b) RETIREMENT FOR AGE.—Section 243(a) of
that Act (33 U.S.C. 3043(a)) is amended by
striking ‘‘be retired” and inserting ‘‘be re-
tired or separated (as specified in section
1251(e) of title 10, United States Code)”’.

(¢) RETIREMENT OR SEPARATION BASED ON
YEARS OF CREDITABLE SERVICE.—Section
261(a) of that Act (33 U.S.C. 3071(a)) is amend-
ed—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (17)
through (26) as paragraphs (18) through (27),
respectively; and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (16) the fol-
lowing:

“(17) Section 1251(e), relating to retirement
or separation based on years of creditable
service.”.

SEC. 5706. IMPROVING PROFESSIONAL MARINER
STAFFING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle E of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion Commissioned Officer Corps Act of 2002
(33 U.S.C. 3071 et seq.) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

“SEC. 269B. SHORE LEAVE FOR PROFESSIONAL
MARINERS.

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary
may prescribe regulations relating to shore
leave for professional mariners without re-
gard to the requirements of section 6305 of
title 5, United States Code.

‘“(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The regulations pre-
scribed under subsection (a) shall—

‘(1) require that a professional mariner
serving aboard an ocean-going vessel be
granted a leave of absence of four days per
pay period; and

‘(2) provide that a professional mariner
serving in a temporary promotion position
aboard a vessel may be paid the difference
between the mariner’s temporary and perma-
nent rates of pay for leave accrued while
serving in the temporary promotion posi-
tion.

‘‘(c) PROFESSIONAL MARINER DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘professional mariner’
means an individual employed on a vessel of
the Administration who has the necessary
expertise to serve in the engineering, deck,
steward, electronic technician, or survey de-
partment.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 1 of the Act entitled ““An
Act to reauthorize the Hydrographic Serv-
ices Improvement Act of 1998, and for other
purposes’’ (Public Law 107-372) is amended by
inserting after the item relating to section
269A the following:

‘“Sec. 269B. Shore leave
mariners.”’.
SEC. 5707. LEGAL ASSISTANCE.

Section 1044(a)(3) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by inserting ‘‘or the com-
missioned officer corps of the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration” after
‘“Public Health Service’.

SEC. 5708. ACQUISITION OF AIRCRAFT FOR EX-
TREME WEATHER RECONNAIS-
SANCE.

(a) INCREASED FLEET CAPACITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary of
Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere shall
acquire adequate aircraft platforms with the
necessary observation and modification re-
quirements—

(A) to meet agency-wide air reconnais-
sance and research mission requirements,
particularly with respect to hurricanes and
tropical cyclones, and also for atmospheric
chemistry, climate, air quality for public
health, full-season fire weather research and
operations, full-season atmospheric river air
reconnaissance observations, and other mis-
sion areas; and

(B) to ensure data and information col-
lected by the aircraft are made available to
all users for research and operations pur-
poses.

for professional
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(2) CONTRACTS.—In carrying out paragraph
(1), the Under Secretary shall negotiate and
enter into 1 or more contracts or other
agreements, to the extent practicable and
necessary, with 1 or more governmental,
commercial, or nongovernmental entities.

(3) DERIVATION OF FUNDS.—For each of fis-
cal years 2023 through 2026, amounts to sup-
port the implementation of paragraphs (1)
and (2) shall be derived—

(A) from amounts appropriated to the Of-
fice of Marine and Aviation Operations of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration and available for the purpose of at-
mospheric river reconnaissance; and

(B) if amounts described in subparagraph
(A) are insufficient to support the implemen-
tation of paragraphs (1) and (2), from
amounts appropriated to that Office and
available for purposes other than atmos-
pheric river reconnaissance.

(b) ACQUISITION OF AIRCRAFT TO REPLACE
THE WP-3D AIRCRAFT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than September
30, 2023, the Under Secretary shall enter into
a contract for the acquisition of 6 aircraft to
replace the WP-3D aircraft that provides
for—

(A) the first newly acquired aircraft to be
fully operational before the retirement of
the last WP-3D aircraft operated by the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion; and

(B) the second newly acquired aircraft to
be fully operational not later than 1 year
after the first such aircraft is required to be
fully operational under subparagraph (A).

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Under Secretary $1,800,000,000, without fiscal
year limitation, for the acquisition of the
aircraft under paragraph (1).

SEC. 5709. REPORT ON PROFESSIONAL MARINER
STAFFING MODELS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the committees specified in
subsection (c) a report on staffing issues re-
lating to professional mariners within the
Office of Marine and Aviation Operations of
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include consideration of—

(1) the challenges the Office of Marine and
Aviation Operations faces in recruiting and
retaining qualified professional mariners;

(2) workforce planning efforts to address
those challenges; and

(3) other models or approaches that exist,
or are under consideration, to provide incen-
tives for the retention of qualified profes-
sional mariners.

(c) COMMITTEES SPECIFIED.—The commit-
tees specified in this subsection are—

(1) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources of the House of Representa-
tives.

(d) PROFESSIONAL MARINER DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘‘professional mar-
iner” means an individual employed on a
vessel of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration who has the necessary
expertise to serve in the engineering, deck,
steward, or survey department.

Subtitle B—Other Matters
SEC. 5711. CONVEYANCE OF CERTAIN PROPERTY
OF THE NATIONAL OCEANIC AND AT-
MOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION IN
JUNEAU, ALASKA.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CiTY.—The term ‘‘City’’ means the City
and Borough of Juneau, Alaska.
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(2) MASTER PLAN.—The term ‘‘Master
Plan” means the Juneau Small Cruise Ship
Infrastructure Master Plan released by the
Docks and Harbors Board and Port of Juneau
for the City and dated March 2021.

(3) PROPERTY.—The term ‘‘Property”’
means the parcel of real property consisting
of approximately 2.4 acres, including tide-
lands, owned by the United States and under
administrative custody and control of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration and located at 250 Egan Drive, Ju-
neau, Alaska, including any improvements
thereon that are not authorized or required
by another provision of law to be conveyed
to a specific individual or entity.

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Commerce, acting
through the Under Secretary of Commerce
for Oceans and Atmosphere and the Adminis-
trator of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration.

(b) CONVEYANCE AUTHORIZED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may con-
vey, at fair market value, all right, title, and
interest of the United States in and to the
Property, subject to subsection (c) and the
requirements of this section.

(2) TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.—The au-
thority provided by paragraph (1) shall ter-
minate on the date that is 3 years after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

(¢) RIGHT OF FIRST REFUSAL.—The City
shall have the right of first refusal with re-
spect to the purchase, at fair market value,
of the Property.

(d) SURVEY.—The exact acreage and legal
description of the Property shall be deter-
mined by a survey satisfactory to the Sec-
retary.

(e) CONDITION; QUITCLAIM DEED.—If the
Property is conveyed under this section, the
Property shall be conveyed—

(1) in an ‘“‘as is, where is”’ condition; and

(2) via a quitclaim deed.

(f) FAIR MARKET VALUE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The fair market value of
the Property shall be—

(A) determined by an appraisal that—

(i) is conducted by an independent ap-
praiser selected by the Secretary; and

(ii) meets the requirements of paragraph
(2); and

(B) adjusted, at the Secretary’s discretion,
based on the factors described in paragraph
3).

(2) APPRAISAL REQUIREMENTS.—An ap-
praisal conducted under paragraph (1)(A)
shall be conducted in accordance with na-
tionally recognized appraisal standards, in-
cluding—

(A) the Uniform Appraisal Standards for
Federal Land Acquisitions; and

(B) the Uniform Standards of Professional
Appraisal Practice.

(3) FACTORS.—The factors described in this
paragraph are—

(A) matters of equity and fairness;

(B) actions taken by the City regarding the
Property, if the City exercises its right of
first refusal under subsection (c¢), including—

(i) comprehensive waterfront planning, site
development, and other redevelopment ac-
tivities supported by the City in proximity
to the Property in furtherance of the Master
Plan;

(ii) in-kind contributions made to facili-
tate and support use of the Property by gov-
ernmental agencies; and

(iii) any maintenance expenses, capital im-
provement, or emergency expenditures made
necessary to ensure public safety and access
to and from the Property; and

(C) such other factors as the Secretary
considers appropriate.

(g) CoSTS OF CONVEYANCE.—If the City ex-
ercises its right of first refusal under sub-
section (c), all reasonable and necessary
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costs, including real estate transaction and
environmental documentation costs, associ-
ated with the conveyance of the Property to
the City under this section may be shared
equitably by the Secretary and the City, as
determined by the Secretary, including with
the City providing in-kind contributions for
any or all of such costs.

(h) PROCEEDS.—Notwithstanding section
3302 of title 31, United States Code, or any
other provision of law, any proceeds from a
conveyance of the Property under this sec-
tion shall—

(1) be deposited in an account or accounts
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration that exists as of the date of the
enactment of this Act;

(2) used to cover costs associated with the
conveyance, related relocation efforts, and
other facility and infrastructure projects in
Alaska; and

(3) remain available until expended, with-
out further appropriation.

(i) MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT.—If the
City exercises its right of first refusal under
subsection (c), before finalizing a conveyance
to the City under this section, the Secretary
and the City shall enter into a memorandum
of agreement to establish the terms under
which the Secretary shall have future access
to, and use of, the Property to accommodate
the reasonable expectations of the Secretary
for future operational and logistical needs in
southeast Alaska.

(j) RESERVATION OR EASEMENT FOR ACCESS
AND USE.—The conveyance authorized under
this section shall be subject to a reservation
providing, or an easement granting, the Sec-
retary, at no cost to the United States, a
right to access and use the Property that—

(1) is compatible with the Master Plan; and

(2) authorizes future operational access
and use by other Federal, State, and local
government agencies that have customarily
used the Property.

(k) LIABILITY.—

(1) AFTER CONVEYANCE.—An individual or
entity to which a conveyance is made under
this section shall hold the United States
harmless from any liability with respect to
activities carried out on or after the date
and time of the conveyance of the Property.

(2) BEFORE CONVEYANCE.—The TUnited
States shall remain responsible for any li-
ability the United States incurred with re-
spect to activities the United States carried
out on the Property before the date and time
of the conveyance of the Property.

(1) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—
The Secretary may require such additional
terms and conditions in connection with a
conveyance under this section as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate and reasonable
to protect the interests of the United States.

(m) ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE.—Nothing
in this section may be construed to affect or
limit the application of or obligation to com-
ply with any applicable environmental law,
including—

(1) the National Environmental Policy Act
of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.); or

(2) section 120(h) of the Comprehensive En-
vironmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9620(h)).

(n) CONVEYANCE NOT A MAJOR FEDERAL AC-
TION.—A conveyance under this section shall
not be considered a major Federal action for
purposes of section 102(2) of the National En-
vironmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C.
4332(2)).

TITLE LVIII—-TECHNICAL, CONFORMING,
AND CLARIFYING AMENDMENTS
SEC. 5801. TECHNICAL CORRECTION.

Section 319(b) of title 14, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘section 331 of
the FAA Modernization and Reform Act of
2012 (49 U.S.C. 40101 note)” and inserting
“‘section 44801 of title 49”.
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SEC. 5802. REINSTATEMENT.

(a) REINSTATEMENT.—The text of section
12(a) of the Act of June 21, 1940 (33 U.S.C.
522(a)), popularly known as the ‘‘Truman-
Hobbs Act”’, is—

(1) reinstated as it appeared on the day be-
fore the date of the enactment of section
8507(b) of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283; 134 Stat.
4754); and

(2) redesignated as the sole text of section
12 of the Act of June 21, 1940 (33 U.S.C. 522).

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The provision rein-
stated by subsection (a) shall be treated as if
such section 8507(b) had never taken effect.

(¢c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The provi-
sion reinstated wunder subsection (a) is
amended by striking ‘‘, except to the extent
provided in this section’.

SEC. 5803. TERMS AND VACANCIES.

Section 46101(b) of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by striking ‘‘one year’ and inserting ‘2
years’; and

(B) by striking ‘2 terms’ and inserting ‘3
terms’’; and

(2) in paragraph (3)—

(A) by striking ‘‘of the individual being
succeeded’ and inserting ‘‘to which such in-
dividual is appointed’’;

(B) by striking ‘2 terms’ and inserting ‘3
terms’’; and

(C) by striking ‘‘the predecessor of that”
and inserting ‘‘such”.

TITLE LIX—RULE OF CONSTRUCTION
SEC. 5901. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this divisions may be con-
strued—

(1) to satisfy any requirement for govern-
ment-to-government consultation with Trib-
al governments; or

(2) to affect or modify any treaty or other
right of any Tribal government.

SA 6444. Mr. REED (for Ms. CANT-
WELL (for herself and Mr. WICKER)) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed to amendment SA 5499 pro-
posed by Mr. REED (for himself and Mr.
INHOFE) to the bill H.R. 7900, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2023
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense and for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

Strike title XXXV and insert the fol-
lowing:

TITLE XXXV—MARITIME MATTERS
Subtitle A—Short Title; Authorization of Ap-
propriations for the Maritime Administra-
tion
SEC. 3501. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘“‘Maritime
Administration Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2023
SEC. 3502. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

FOR THE MARITIME ADMINISTRA-
TION.

(a) MARITIME ADMINISTRATION.—There are
authorized to be appropriated to the Depart-
ment of Transportation for fiscal year 2023,
for programs associated with maintaining
the United States Merchant Marine, the fol-
lowing amounts:

(1) For expenses necessary to support the
United States Merchant Marine Academy,
$112,848,000, of which—

(A) $87,848,000 shall be for Academy oper-
ations;
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(B) $22,000,000 shall be for facilities mainte-
nance and repair and equipment; and

(C) $3,000,000 shall be for training, staffing,
retention, recruiting, and contract manage-
ment for United States Merchant Marine
Academy capital improvement projects.

(2) For expenses necessary to support the
State maritime academies, $80,700,000, of
which—

(A) $2,400,000 shall be for the Student In-
centive Program;

(B) $6,000,000 shall be for direct payments
for State maritime academies;

(C) $6,800,000 shall be for training ship fuel
assistance;

(D) $8,080,000 shall be for offsetting the
costs of training ship sharing; and

(E) $30,500,000 shall be for maintenance and
repair of State maritime academy training
vessels.

(3) For expenses necessary to support the
National Security Multi-Mission Vessel Pro-
gram, including funds for construction and
necessary expenses to construct shoreside in-
frastructure to support such vessels,
$75,000,000.

(4) For expenses necessary to support Mari-
time Administration operations and pro-
grams, $101,250,000, of which—

(A) $15,000,000 shall be for the Maritime En-
vironmental and Technical Assistance pro-
gram authorized under section 50307 of title
46, United States Code;

(B) $14,819,000 shall be for the Marine High-
ways Program, including to make grants as
authorized under section 55601 of title 46,
United States Code; and

(C) $67,433,000 shall be for headquarters op-
erations expenses.

(5) For expenses necessary for the disposal
of obsolete vessels in the National Defense
Reserve Fleet of the Maritime Administra-
tion, $6,000,000.

(6) For expenses necessary to maintain and
preserve a fleet of merchant vessels docu-
mented under chapter 121 of title 46, United
States Code, to serve the national security
needs of the United States, as authorized
under chapter 531 of title 46, United States
Code, $318,000,000.

(7) For expenses necessary for the loan
guarantee program authorized under chapter
537 of title 46, United States Code, $33,000,000,
of which—

(A) $30,000,000 may be for the cost (as de-
fined in section 502(5) of the Federal Credit
Reform Act of 1990 (2 U.S.C. 661a(5))) of loan
guarantees under the program; and

(B) $3,000,000 may be used for administra-
tive expenses relating to loan guarantee
commitments under the program.

(8) For expenses necessary to provide as-
sistance to small shipyards and for maritime
training programs authorized under section
54101 of title 46, United States Code,
$40,000,000.

(9) For expenses necessary to implement
the Port Infrastructure Development Pro-
gram, as authorized under section 54301 of
title 46, United States Code, $750,000,000, to
remain available until expended, except that
no such funds authorized under this title for
this program may be used to provide a grant
to purchase fully automated cargo handling
equipment that is remotely operated or re-
motely monitored with or without the exer-
cise of human intervention or control, if the
Secretary of Transportation determines such
equipment would result in a net loss of jobs
within a port or port terminal. If such a de-
termination is made, the data and analysis
for such determination shall be reported to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives not later
than 3 days after the date of the determina-
tion.
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(b) AVAILABILITY OF AMOUNTS.—Amounts
appropriated—

(1) pursuant to the authority provided in
paragraphs (1)(A), (2)(A), and (4)(A) of sub-
section (a) shall remain available through
September 30, 2023; and

(2) pursuant to the authority provided in
paragraphs (1)(B), (1)(C), (2)(B), (2)(C), (2)(D),
@)(E), (3), (DH(B), (H(C), (5), (6), (H(A), (T)(B),
(8), and (9) of subsection (a) shall remain
available without fiscal year limitation.

(c) TANKER SECURITY FLEET.—

(1) FUNDING.—Section 53411 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended by striking
‘860,000,000 and inserting ‘“$120,000,000.

(2) INCREASE IN NUMBER OF VESSELS.—Sec-
tion 53403(c) of title 46, United States Code,
is amended by striking ‘‘10” and inserting
€207,

Subtitle B—General Provisions
SEC. 3511. STUDY TO INFORM A NATIONAL MARI-
TIME STRATEGY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation and the Secretary of the depart-
ment in which the Coast Guard is operating
shall enter into an agreement with a studies
and analysis federally funded research and
development center under which such feder-
ally funded research and development center
shall conduct a study of the key elements
and objectives needed for a national mari-
time strategy. The strategy shall address na-
tional objectives, as described in section
50101 of title 46, United States Code, to en-
sure—

(1) a capable, commercially viable, mili-
tarily useful fleet of a sufficient number of
merchant vessels documented under chapter
121 of title 46, United States Code;

(2) a robust United States mariner work-
force, as described in section 50101 of title 46,
United States Code;

(3) strong United States domestic ship-
building infrastructure, and related ship-
building trades amongst skilled workers in
the United States; and

(4) that the Navy Fleet Auxiliary Force,
the National Defense Reserve Fleet, the
Military Sealift Command, the Maritime Se-
curity Program under chapter 531 of title 46,
United States Code, the Tanker Security
Program under chapter 534 of title 46, United
States Code, and the Cable Security Program
under chapter 532 of title 46, United States
Code, currently meet the economic and na-
tional security needs of the United States
and would reliably continue to meet those
needs under future economic or national se-
curity emergencies.

(b) INPUT.—In carrying out the study, the
federally funded research and development
center shall solicit input from—

(1) relevant Federal departments and agen-
cies;

(2) nongovernmental organizations;

(3) United States companies;

(4) maritime labor organizations;

(6) commercial industries that depend on
United States mariners;

(6) domestic shipyards regarding ship-
building and repair capacity, and the associ-
ated skilled workforce, such as the work-
force required for transportation, offshore
wind, fishing, and aquaculture;

(7) providers of maritime workforce train-
ing; and

(8) any other relevant organizations.

(c) ELEMENTS OF THE STUDY.—The study
conducted under subsection (a) shall include
consultation with the Department of Trans-
portation, the Department of Defense, the
Department of Homeland Security, the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, and other relevant Federal agencies, in
the identification and evaluation of—

1) incentives, including regulatory
changes, needed to continue to meet the
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shipbuilding and ship maintenance needs of
the United States for commercial and na-
tional security purposes, including through a
review of—

(A) the loans and guarantees program car-
ried out under chapter 537 of title 46, United
States Code, and how the development of
new offshore commercial industries, such as
wind, could be supported through modifica-
tion of such program or other Federal pro-
grams, and thus also support the United
States sealift in the future;

(B) the barriers to participation in the
loans and guarantees program carried out
under chapter 537 of title 46, United States
Code, and how the program may be improved
to facilitate additional shipbuilding activi-
ties in the United States;

(C) the needed resources, human and finan-
cial, for such incentives; and

(D) the current and anticipated number of
shipbuilding and ship maintenance contracts
at United States shipyards through 2032, to
the extent practicable;

2) incentives, including regulatory
changes, needed to maintain a commercially
viable United States-documented fleet,
which shall include—

(A) an examination of how the preferences
under section 2631 of title 10, United States
Code, and chapter 553 of title 46, United
States Code, the Maritime Security Program
under chapter 531 of title 46, United States
Code, the Tanker Security Program under
chapter 534 of title 46, United States Code,
and the Cable Security Program under chap-
ter 532 of title 46, United States Code, should
be used to further maintain and grow a
United States-documented fleet and the
identification of other incentives that could
be used that may not be authorized at the
time of the study;

(B) an estimate of the number and type of
commercial ships needed over the next 30
years; and

(C) estimates of the needed human and fi-
nancial resources for such incentives;

(3) the availability of United States mari-
ners, and future needs, including—

(A) the number of mariners needed for the
United States commercial and national secu-
rity needs over the next 30 years;

(B) the policies and programs (at the time
of the study) to recruit, train, and retain
United States mariners to support the
United States maritime workforce needs
during peace time and at war;

(C) how those programs could be improved
to grow the number of maritime workers
trained each year, including how potential
collaboration between the uniformed serv-
ices, the United States Merchant Marine
Academy, State maritime academies, mari-
time labor training centers, and the Centers
of Excellence for Domestic Maritime Work-
force Training under section 51706 of title 46,
United States Code, could be used most ef-
fectively; and

(D) estimates of the necessary resources,
human and financial, to implement such pro-
grams in each relevant Federal agency over
the next 30 years; and

(4) the interaction among the elements de-
scribed under paragraphs (1) through (3).

(d) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The study con-
ducted under subsection (a) shall be made
publicly available on a website of the De-
partment of Transportation.

SEC. 3512. NATIONAL MARITIME STRATEGY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months
after the date of receipt of the study con-
ducted under section 3511, and every 5 years
thereafter, the Secretary of Transportation,
in consultation with the Secretary of the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating and the United States Transportation
Command, shall submit to the Committee on
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Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate a national maritime strategy.

(b) CONTENTS.—The strategy required
under subsection (a) shall—

(1) identify—

(A) international policies and Federal reg-
ulations and policies that reduce the com-
petitiveness of United States-documented
vessels with foreign vessels in domestic and
international transportation markets; and

(B) the impact of reduced cargo flow due to
reductions in the number of members of the
United States Armed Forces stationed or de-
ployed outside of the United States; and

(2) include recommendations to—

(A) make United States-documented ves-
sels more competitive in shipping routes be-
tween United States and foreign ports;

(B) increase the use of United States-docu-
mented vessels to carry cargo imported to
and exported from the United States;

(C) ensure compliance by Federal agencies
with chapter 553 of title 46, United States
Code;

(D) increase the use of short sea transpor-
tation routes, including routes designated
under section 55601(b) of title 46, United
States Code, to enhance intermodal freight
movements;

(E) enhance United States shipbuilding ca-
pability;

(F) invest in, and identify gaps in, infra-
structure needed to facilitate the movement
of goods at ports and throughout the trans-
portation system, including innovative phys-
ical and information technologies;

(G) enhance workforce training and re-
cruitment for the maritime workforce, in-
cluding training on innovative physical and
information technologies;

(H) increase the resilience of ports and the
marine transportation system;

(I) increase the carriage of government-im-
pelled cargo on United States-documented
vessels pursuant to chapter 553 of title 46,
United States Code, section 2631 of title 10,
United States Code, or otherwise; and

(J) maximize the cost effectiveness of Fed-
eral funding for carriage of non-defense gov-
ernment impelled cargo for the purposes of
maintaining a United States flag fleet for
national and economic security.

(c) UPDATE.—Not later than 6 months after
the date of receipt of the study conducted
under section 3511, the Secretary of Trans-
portation, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of the department in which the Coast
Guard is operating and the Commander of
the United States Transportation Command,
shall—

(1) update the national maritime strategy
required by section 603 of the Howard Coble
Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation
Act of 2014 (Public Law 113-281);

(2) submit a report to Congress containing
the updated national maritime strategy; and

(3) make the updated national maritime
strategy publicly available on the website of
the Department of Transportation.

(d) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.—Not later than
6 months after completion of the updated na-
tional maritime strategy under subsection
(c), and after the completion of each strategy
thereafter, the Secretary of Transportation,
in consultation with the Secretary of the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating and the Secretary of Defense, shall
publish on a publicly available website an
implementation plan for the most recent na-
tional maritime strategy.

SEC. 3513. NEGATIVE DETERMINATION NOTICE.

Section 501(b)(3) of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘“‘and”
after the semicolon;
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(2) in subparagraph (C), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘(D) in the event a waiver referred to in
paragraph (1) is not issued, publish an expla-
nation for not issuing such waiver on the
Internet Web site of the Department of
Transportation not later than 48 hours after
notice of such determination is provided to
the Secretary of Transportation, including
applicable findings to support the determina-
tion.”.

Subtitle C—Maritime Infrastructure
SEC. 3521. MARINE HIGHWAYS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“‘Marine Highway Promotion
Act”.

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress
lowing:

(1) Our Nation’s waterways are an integral
part of the transportation network of the
United States.

(2) Using the Nation’s coastal, inland, and
other waterways can support commercial
transportation, can provide maritime trans-
portation options where no alternative sur-
face transportation exists, and alleviates
surface transportation congestion and bur-
densome road and bridge repair costs.

(3) Marine highways are serviced by docu-
mented United States flag vessels and
manned by United States citizens, providing
added resources for national security and to
aid in times of crisis.

(4) According to the United States Army
Corps of Engineers, inland navigation is a
key element of economics development and
is essential in maintaining economic com-
petitiveness and national security.

(¢) UNITED STATES MARINE HIGHWAY PRO-
GRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 55601 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

“§55601. United States Marine Highway Pro-
gram

‘‘(a) PROGRAM.—

‘(1 ESTABLISHMENT.—The Maritime Ad-
ministrator shall establish a Marine High-
way Program to be known as the ‘United
States Marine Highway Program’. Under
such program, the Maritime Administrator
shall—

““(A) designate marine highway routes as
extensions of the surface transportation sys-
tem under subsection (b); and

‘“(B) subject to the availability of appro-
priations, make grants or enter into con-
tracts or cooperative agreements under sub-
section (c).

‘‘(2) PROGRAM ACTIVITIES.—In carrying out
the Marine Highway Program established
under paragraph (1), the Maritime Adminis-
trator may—

‘“(A) coordinate with ports, State depart-
ments of transportation, localities, other
public agencies, and the private sector on
the development of landside facilities and in-
frastructure to support marine highway
transportation;

‘(B) develop performance measures for
such Marine Highway Program;

“(C) collect and disseminate data for the
designation and delineation of marine high-
way routes under subsection (b); and

‘(D) conduct research on solutions to im-
pediments to marine highway services eligi-
ble for assistance under subsection (c)(1).

“(b) DESIGNATION OF MARINE HIGHWAY
ROUTES.—

‘(1) AUTHORITY.—The Maritime Adminis-
trator may designate or modify a marine
highway route as an extension of the surface
transportation system if —

‘“(A) such a designation or modification is
requested by—

“(i) the government of a State or territory;

finds the fol-
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‘‘(i1) a metropolitan planning organization;

‘‘(iii) a port authority;

‘(iv) a non-Federal navigation district; or

“(v) a Tribal government; and

‘(B) the Maritime Administrator deter-
mines such marine highway route satisfies
at least one covered function under sub-
section (d).

‘“(2) DETERMINATION.—Not later than 180
days after the date on which the Maritime
Administrator receives a request for designa-
tion or modification of a marine highway
route under paragraph (1), the Maritime Ad-
ministrator shall make a determination of
whether to make the requested designation
or modification.

“(3) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 14 days
after the date on which the Maritime Admin-
istrator makes the determination whether to
make the requested designation or modifica-
tion, the Maritime Administrator shall send
the requester a notification of the deter-
mination.

“(4) MAP.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of enactment of the Maritime
Administration Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2023, and thereafter each time a marine
highway route is designated or modified, the
Administrator shall make publicly available
a map showing the location of marine high-
way routes, including such routes along the
coasts, in the inland waterways, and at sea.

‘(B) COORDINATION.—The Administrator
shall coordinate with the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration to incor-
porate the map into the Marine Cadastre.

‘‘(c) ASSISTANCE FOR MARINE HIGHWAY
SERVICES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Maritime Adminis-
trator may make grants to, or enter into
contracts or cooperative agreements with,
an eligible entity to implement a marine
highway service or component of a marine
highway service, if the Administrator deter-
mines the service—

“(A) satisfies at least one covered function
under subsection (d);

‘(B) uses vessels documented under chap-
ter 121 of this title; and

‘(C)(i) implements strategies developed
under section 55603; or

‘“(ii) develops, expands, or promotes—

‘() marine highway transportation serv-
ices; or

‘“(IT) shipper utilization of marine highway
transportation.

‘“(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—In this subsection,
the term ‘eligible entity’ means—

““(A) a State, a political subdivision of a
State, or a local government;

‘(B) a United States metropolitan plan-
ning organization;

‘“(C) a United States port authority;

‘(D) a Tribal government in the United
States; or

‘“(E) a United States private sector oper-
ator of marine highway services or private
sector owners of facilities with an endorse-
ment letter from the marine highway route
sponsor described in subsection (b)(1)(A), in-
cluding an Alaska Native Corporation.

““(3) APPLICATION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible to receive
a grant or enter into a contract or coopera-
tive agreement under this subsection to im-
plement a marine highway service, an eligi-
ble entity shall submit an application in
such form and manner, at such time, and
containing such information as the Maritime
Administrator may require, including—

‘(i) a comprehensive description of—

‘“(I) the regions to be served by the marine
highway service;

‘(IT) the marine highway route that the
service will use, which may include connec-
tion to existing or planned transportation
infrastructure and intermodal facilities, key
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navigational factors such as available draft,
channel width, bridge air draft, or lock clear-
ance, and any foreseeable impacts on naviga-
tion or commerce, and a map of the proposed
route;

‘““(III) the marine highway service sup-
porters, which may include business affili-
ations, private sector stakeholders, State de-
partments of transportation, metropolitan
planning organizations, municipalities, or
other governmental entities (including Trib-
al governments), as applicable;

“(IV) the estimated volume of passengers,
if applicable, or cargo using the service, and
predicted changes in such volume during the
5-year period following the date of the appli-
cation;

(V) the need for the service;

‘(VI) the definition of the success goal for
the service, such as volumes of cargo or pas-
sengers moved, or contribution to environ-
mental mitigation, safety, reduced vehicle
miles traveled, or reduced maintenance and
repair costs;

“(VII) the methodology for implementing
the service, including a description of the
proposed operational framework of the serv-
ice including the origin, destination, and any
intermediate stops on the route, transit
times, vessel types, and service frequency;
and

‘(VIII) any existing programs or arrange-
ments that can be used to supplement or le-
verage assistance under the program; and

‘(ii) a demonstration, to the satisfaction
of the Maritime Administrator, that—

“(I) the marine highway service is finan-
cially viable;

“(ITI) the funds or other assistance provided
under this subsection will be spent or used
efficiently and effectively; and

“(ITI) a market exists for the services of
the proposed marine highway service, as evi-
denced by contracts or written statements of
intent from potential customers.

‘“(B) PRE-PROPOSAL.—Prior to accepting a
full application under subparagraph (A), the
Maritime Administrator may require that an
eligible entity first submit a pre-proposal
that contains a brief description of the items
under subparagraph (A).

‘“(C) PRE-PROPOSAL FEEDBACK.—Not later
than 30 days after receiving a pre-proposal,
the Maritime Administrator shall provide
feedback to the eligible entity that sub-
mitted the pre-proposal to encourage or dis-
courage the eligible entity from submitting
a full application. An eligible entity may
still submit a full application even if that el-
igible entity is not encouraged to do so after
submitting a pre-proposal.

‘“(4) TIMING OF GRANT NOTICE.—The Mari-
time Administrator shall post a Notice of
Funding Opportunity regarding grants, con-
tracts, or cooperative agreements under this
subsection not more than 60 days after the
date of enactment of the appropriations Act
for the fiscal year concerned.

“(b) GRANT APPLICATION FEEDBACK.—Fol-
lowing the award of grants for a particular
fiscal year, the Maritime Administrator may
provide feedback to applicants to help appli-
cants improve future applications if the feed-
back is requested by that applicant.

¢(6) TIMING OF GRANTS.—The Maritime Ad-
ministrator shall award grants, contracts, or
cooperative agreements under this sub-
section not later than 270 days after the date
of the enactment of the appropriations Act
for the fiscal year concerned.

¢(7) NON-FEDERAL SHARE.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An applicant shall pro-
vide not less than 20 percent of the costs
from non-Federal sources, except as provided
in subparagraph (B).

‘(B) TRIBAL AND RURAL AREAS.—The Mari-
time Administrator may increase the Fed-
eral share of service costs above 80 percent
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for a service located in a Tribal or rural
area.

¢(C) TRIBAL GOVERNMENT.—The Maritime
Administrator may increase the Federal
share of service costs above 80 percent for a
service benefitting a Tribal Government.

‘“(8) REUSE OF UNEXPENDED GRANT FUNDS.—
Notwithstanding paragraph (6), amounts
awarded under this subsection that are not
expended by the recipient within 3 years
after obligation of funds or that are returned
under paragraph (10)(C) shall remain avail-
able to the Maritime Administrator to make
grants and enter into contracts and coopera-
tive agreements under this subsection.

‘(99 ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—Not more
than 3 percent of the total amount made
available to carry out this subsection for any
fiscal year may be used for the necessary ad-
ministrative costs associated with grants,
contracts, and cooperative agreements made
under this subsection.

¢“(10) PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS.—The Mari-
time Administrator, in consultation with the
Office of the Inspector General, shall issue
guidelines to establish appropriate account-
ing, reporting, and review procedures to en-
sure that—

““(A) amounts made available to carry out
this subsection are used for the purposes for
which they were made available;

‘“(B) recipients of funds under this sub-
section (including through grants, contracts,
or cooperative agreements) have properly ac-
counted for all expenditures of such funds;
and

‘(C) any such funds that are not obligated
or expended for the purposes for which they
were made available are returned to the Ad-
ministrator.

¢“(11) CONDITIONS ON PROVISION OF FUNDS.—
The Maritime Administrator may not award
funds to an applicant under this subsection
unless the Maritime Administrator deter-
mines that—

“‘(A) sufficient funding is available to meet
the non-Federal share requirement of para-
graph (7);

‘“(B) the marine highway service for which
such funds are provided will be completed
without unreasonable delay; and

“(C) the recipient of such funds has author-
ity to implement the proposed marine high-
way service.

‘(d) COVERED FUNCTIONS.—A covered func-
tion under this subsection is one of the fol-
lowing:

‘(1) Promotion of marine highway trans-
portation.

‘“(2) Provision of a coordinated and capable
alternative to landside transportation.

‘(3) Mitigation or relief of landside conges-
tion.

‘“(e) PROHIBITED USES.—Funds awarded
under this section may not be used to—

‘(1) raise sunken vessels, construct build-
ings or other physical facilities, or acquire
land unless such activities are necessary for
the establishment or operation of a marine
highway service implemented using grant
funds provided, or pursuant to a contract or
cooperative agreement entered into under
subsection (c); or

*(2) improve port or land-based infrastruc-
ture outside the United States.

““(f) GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION.—In making
grants, contracts, and cooperative agree-
ments under this section the Maritime Ad-
ministrator shall take such measures so as
to ensure an equitable geographic distribu-
tion of funds.

“(g) AUDITS AND EXAMINATIONS.—AI1l recipi-
ents (including recipients of grants, con-
tracts, and cooperative agreements) under
this section shall maintain such records as
the Maritime Administrator may require and
make such records available for review and
audit by the Maritime Administrator.”.
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(2) RULES.—

(A) FINAL RULE.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this title, the
Secretary of Transportation shall prescribe
such final rules as are necessary to carry out
the amendments made by this subsection.

(B) INTERIM RULES.—The Secretary of
Transportation may prescribe temporary in-
terim rules necessary to carry out the
amendments made by this subsection. For
this purpose, the Maritime Administrator, in
prescribing rules under this subparagraph, is
excepted from compliance with the notice
and comment requirements of section 553 of
title 5, United States Code, prior to the effec-
tive date of the interim rules. All interim
rules prescribed under the authority of this
subparagraph shall request comment and re-
main in effect until such time as the interim
rules are superseded by a final rule, fol-
lowing notice and comment.

(C) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—The requirements
under section 55601 of title 46, United States
Code, as amended by this subsection, shall
take effect only after the interim rule de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) is promulgated
by the Secretary.

(d) MULTISTATE, STATE, AND REGIONAL
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING.—Chapter 556 of
title 46, United States Code, is amended by
inserting after section 55602 the following:
“SEC. 55603. MULTISTATE, STATE, AND REGIONAL

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Maritime Adminis-
trator, in consultation with the heads of
other appropriate Federal departments and
agencies, State and local governments, and
appropriate private sector entities, may de-
velop strategies to encourage the use of ma-
rine highway transportation for the trans-
portation of passengers and cargo.

‘“(b) STRATEGIES.—If the Maritime Admin-
istrator develops the strategies described in
subsection (a), the Maritime Administrator
may—

‘(1) assess the extent to which States and
local governments include marine highway
transportation and other marine transpor-
tation solutions in transportation planning;

‘(2) encourage State departments of trans-
portation to develop strategies, where appro-
priate, to incorporate marine highway trans-
portation, ferries, and other marine trans-
portation solutions for regional and inter-
state transport of freight and passengers in
transportation planning; and

‘“(3) encourage groups of States and
multistate transportation entities to deter-
mine how marine highway transportation
can address congestion, bottlenecks, and
other interstate transportation challenges,
including the lack of alternative surface
transportation options.”.

(e) RESEARCH ON MARINE HIGHWAY TRANS-
PORTATION.—Section 55604 of title 46, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) through
(3) as paragraphs (4) through (6), respec-
tively; and

(2) by inserting before paragraph (4), as re-
designated by paragraph (1), the following
new paragraphs:

‘(1) the economic importance of marine
highway transportation to the United States
economy;

“(2) the importance of marine highway
transportation to rural areas, including the
lack of alternative surface transportation
options;

‘“(3) United States regions and territories,
and within-region areas, that do not yet
have marine highway services underway, but
that could benefit from the establishment of
marine highway services;”’.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—Section 55605 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:
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“§ 55605. Definitions

““In this chapter—

‘(1) the term ‘marine highway transpor-
tation’ means the carriage by a documented
vessel of cargo (including such carriage of
cargo and passengers), and such cargo—

“(A) is—

‘(i) contained in intermodal cargo con-
tainers and loaded by crane on the vessel;

‘“(ii) loaded on the vessel by means of
wheeled technology, including roll-on roll-off
cargo;

‘“(iii) shipped in discrete units or packages
that are handled individually, palletized, or
unitized for purposes of transportation;

‘(iv) bulk, liquid, or loose cargo loaded in
tanks, holds, hoppers, or on deck; or

“‘(v) freight vehicles carried aboard com-
muter ferry boats; and

“(B) is—

‘‘(i) loaded at a port in the United States
and unloaded either at another port in the
United States or at a port in Canada or Mex-
ico; or

‘“(ii) loaded at a port in Canada or Mexico
and unloaded at a port in the United States;

‘“(2) the term ‘marine highway service’
means a planned or contemplated new serv-
ice, or expansion of an existing service, on a
marine highway route, that seeks to provide
new modal choices to shippers, offer more
desirable services, reduce transportation
costs, or provide public benefits;

‘“(3) the term ‘marine highway route’
means a route on commercially navigable
coastal, inland, or intracoastal waters of the
United States, including connections be-
tween the United States and a port in Can-
ada or Mexico, that is designated under sec-
tion 55601(b);

‘“(4) the term ‘‘Tribal Government’’ means
the recognized governing body of any Indian
or Alaska Native Tribe, band, nation, pueblo,
village, community, component band, or
component reservation, individually identi-
fied (including parenthetically) in the list
published most recently as of the date of en-
actment of the Maritime Administration Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 pursuant
to section 104 of the Federally Recognized In-
dian Tribe List Act of 1994 (25 U.S.C. 5131);
and

‘“(6) the term ‘Alaska Native Corporation’
has the meaning given the term ‘Native Cor-
poration’ under section 3 of the Alaska Na-
tive Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1602).”".

(g) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.—

(1) CLERICAL.—The analysis for chapter 556
of title 46, United States Code, is amended—

(A) by striking the item relating to section
55601 and inserting the following:
¢65601. United States Marine Highway Pro-

gram.’’;

(B) by inserting after the item relating to
section 55602 the following:
¢“65603. Multistate, State, and regional trans-

portation planning.”’; and

(C) by striking the item relating to section
55605 and inserting the following:
¢65605. Definitions.”.

(2) DEFINITIONS.—Section 53501 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended in paragraph
&) (A)—

(A) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘and’ after
the semicolon; and

(B) by striking clause (iii).

SEC. 3522. GAO REVIEW OF EFFORTS TO SUP-
PORT AND GROW THE UNITED
STATES MERCHANT FLEET.

Not later than 18 months after the date of
enactment of this section, the Comptroller
General of the United States shall transmit
a report to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives that examines United States Govern-
ment efforts to promote the growth and
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modernization of the United States mari-
time industry, and the vessels of the United
States, as defined in section 116 of title 46,
United States Code, including the overall ef-
ficacy of United States Government finan-
cial support and policies, including the Cap-
ital Construction Fund, Construction Re-
serve Fund, and other eligible loan, grant, or
other programs.
SEC. 3523. GAO REVIEW OF FEDERAL EFFORTS
TO ENHANCE PORT INFRASTRUC-
TURE RESILIENCY AND DISASTER
PREPAREDNESS.

Not later than 18 months after the date of
enactment of this section, the Comptroller
General of the United States shall transmit
a report to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives that examines Federal efforts to assist
ports in enhancing the resiliency of their
key intermodal connectors to weather-re-
lated disasters. The report shall include con-
sideration of the following:

(1) Actions being undertaken at various
ports to better identify critical land-side
connectors that may be vulnerable to disrup-
tion in the event of a natural disaster, in-
cluding how to communicate such informa-
tion during a disaster when communications
systems may be compromised, and the level
of Federal involvement in such efforts.

(2) The extent to which the Department of
Transportation and other Federal agencies
are working in line with recent recommenda-
tions from Kkey resiliency reports, including
the National Academies of Science study on
strengthening supply chain resilience, to es-
tablish a framework for ports to follow to in-
crease resiliency to major weather-related
disruptions before they happen.

(3) The extent to which the Department of
Transportation or other Federal agencies
have provided funds to ports for resiliency-
related projects.

(4) The extent to which Federal agencies
have a coordinated approach to helping ports
and the multiple State, local, Tribal, and
private stakeholders involved, to improve re-
siliency prior to weather-related disasters.
SEC. 3524. STUDY ON FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN

SHIPPING.

(a) ASSESSMENT.—Subject to appropria-
tions, the Under Secretary of Commerce for
International Trade (referred to in this sec-
tion as the ‘“Under Secretary’) in coordina-
tion with Maritime Administration, the Fed-
eral Maritime Commission, and other rel-
evant agencies shall conduct an assessment
of subsidies, indirect state support, and
other financial infrastructure or benefits
provided by foreign states that control more
than 1 percent of the world merchant fleet to
entities or individuals building, owning,
chartering, operating, or financing vessels
not documented under the laws of the United
States that are engaged in foreign com-
merce.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this section, the
Under Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress, as defined in
section 3538, a report on the assessment con-
ducted under subsection (a), including—

(1) the amount, in United States dollars, of
such support provided by a foreign state de-
scribed in subsection (a) to—

(A) the shipping industry of each country
as a whole;

(B) the shipping industry as a percent of
gross domestic product of each country; and

(C) each ship on average, by ship type for
cargo, tanker, and bulk;

(2) the amount, in United States dollars, of
such support provided by a foreign state de-
scribed in subsection (a) to the shipping in-
dustry of another foreign state, including fa-
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vorable financial arrangements for ship con-
struction;

(3) a description of the shipping industry
activities of state-owned enterprises of a for-
eign state described in subsection (a);

(4) a description of the type of support pro-
vided by a foreign state described in sub-
section (a), including tax relief, direct pay-
ment, indirect support of state-controlled fi-
nancial entities, or other such support, as
determined by the Under Secretary; and

(5) a description of how the subsidies pro-
vided by a foreign state described in sub-
section (a) may be disadvantaging the com-
petitiveness of vessels documented under the
laws of the United States that are engaged in
foreign commerce and the national security
of the United States.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) FOREIGN COMMERCE.—The term ‘‘foreign
commerce’’ means—

(A) commerce or trade between the United
States, its territories or possessions, or the
District of Columbia, and a foreign country;

(B) commerce or trade between foreign
countries; or

(C) commerce or trade within a foreign
country.

(2) FOREIGN STATE.—The term ‘‘foreign
state’” has the meaning given the term in
section 1603(a) of title 28, United States
Code.

(3) SHIPPING INDUSTRY.—The term ‘‘ship-
ping industry’ means the construction, own-
ership, chartering, operation, or financing of
vessels engaged in foreign commerce.

SEC. 3525. REPORT REGARDING ALTERNATE MA-
RINE FUEL BUNKERING FACILITIES
AT PORTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this title, the
Maritime Administrator shall report on the
necessary port-related infrastructure needed
to support bunkering facilities for liquefied
natural gas, hydrogen, ammonia, or other
new marine fuels under development. The
Maritime Administrator shall publish the re-
port on a publicly available website.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report described in sub-
section (a) shall include—

(1) information about the existing United
States infrastructure, in particular the stor-
age facilities, bunkering vessels, and trans-
fer systems to support bunkering facilities
for liquefied natural gas, hydrogen, ammo-
nia, or other new marine fuels under develop-
ment;

(2) a review of the needed upgrades to
United States infrastructure, including stor-
age facilities, bunkering vessels, and trans-
fer systems, to support bunkering facilities
for liquefied natural gas, hydrogen, ammo-
nia, or other new marine fuels under develop-
ment;

(3) an assessment of the estimated Govern-
ment investment in this infrastructure and
the duration of that investment; and

(4) in consultation with relevant Federal
agencies, information on the relevant Fed-
eral agencies that would oversee the permit-
ting and construction of bunkering facilities
for liquefied natural gas, hydrogen, ammo-
nia, or other new marine fuels, as well as the
Federal funding grants or formula programs
that could be used for such marine fuels.

SEC. 3526. STUDY OF CYBERSECURITY AND NA-
TIONAL SECURITY THREATS POSED
BY FOREIGN MANUFACTURED
CRANES AT UNITED STATES PORTS.

The Administrator of the Maritime Admin-
istration shall—

(1) conduct a study, in consultation with
the Secretary of Homeland Security, the
Secretary of Defense, and the Director of the
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security
Agency, to assess whether there are cyberse-
curity or national security threats posed by
foreign manufactured cranes at United
States ports;
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(2) submit, not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of this title, an unclassi-
fied report on the study described in para-
graph (1) to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate,
the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate, the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs of the Senate,
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives,
and the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives; and

(3) if determined necessary by the Admin-
istrator, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, or the Secretary Defense, submit a clas-
sified report on the study described in para-
graph (1) to the committees described in
paragraph (2).

SEC. 3527. PROJECT SELECTION CRITERIA FOR
PORT INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOP-
MENT PROGRAM.

Section 54301(a)(6) of title 46, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following:

¢(C) CONSIDERATIONS FOR NONCONTIGUOUS
STATES AND TERRITORIES.—In considering the
criteria under subparagraphs (A)i) and
(B)(ii) for selecting a project described in
paragraph (3), in the case the proposed
project is located in a noncontiguous State
or territory, the Secretary may take into ac-
count the geographic isolation of the State
or territory and the economic dependence of
the State or territory on the proposed
project.”.
SEC. 3528. INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS
IDENTIFIED IN THE REPORT ON
STRATEGIC SEAPORTS.

Section 54301(a)(6) of title 46, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following:

‘(D) INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS IDEN-
TIFIED IN THE REPORT ON STRATEGIC SEA-
PORTS.—In selecting projects described in
paragraph (3) for funding under this sub-
section, the Secretary may consider infra-
structure improvements identified in the re-
port on strategic seaports required by sec-
tion 3515 of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law
116-92; 133 Stat. 1985) that would improve the
commercial operations of those seaports.”.

Subtitle D—Maritime Workforce
SEC. 3531. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON MERCHANT
MARINE.

It is the sense of Congress that the United
States Merchant Marine is a critical part of
the national infrastructure of the United
States, and the men and women of the
United States Merchant Marine are essential
workers.

SEC. 3532. ENSURING DIVERSE MARINER RE-
CRUITMENT.

Not later than 6 months after the date of
enactment of this section, the Secretary of
Transportation shall develop and deliver to
Congress a strategy to assist State maritime
academies and the United States Merchant
Marine Academy to improve the representa-
tion of women and underrepresented commu-
nities in the next generation of the mariner
workforce, including each of the following:

(1) Black and African American.

(2) Hispanic and Latino.

(3) Asian.

(4) American Indian, Alaska Native, and
Native Hawaiian.

(5) Pacific Islander.

SEC. 3533. LOW EMISSIONS VESSELS TRAINING.

(a) DEVELOPMENT OF STRATEGY.—The Sec-
retary of Transportation, in consultation
with the United States Merchant Marine
Academy, State maritime academies, civil-
ian nautical schools, and the Secretary of
the department in which Coast Guard is op-
erating, shall develop a strategy to ensure
there is an adequate supply of trained United
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States citizen mariners sufficient to meet
the operational requirements of low and zero
emission vessels. Implementation of the
strategy shall aim to increase the supply of
trained United States citizen mariners suffi-
cient to meet the needs of the maritime in-
dustry and ensure continued investment in
training for mariners serving on conven-
tional fuel vessels.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 6 months after
the date the Secretary of Transportation de-
termines that there is commercially viable
technology for low and zero emission vessels,
the Secretary of Transportation shall—

(1) submit a report on the strategy devel-
oped under subsection (a) and plans for its
implementation to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives; and

(2) make such report publicly available.
SEC. 3534. IMPROVING PROTECTIONS FOR MID-

SHIPMEN ACT.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“Improving Protections for Mid-
shipmen Act”.

(b) SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF MER-
CHANT MARINER CREDENTIALS FOR PERPETRA-
TORS OF SEXUAL HARASSMENT OR SEXUAL AS-
SAULT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—? Chapter 77 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
after section 7704 the following:

“§7704a. Sexual harassment or sexual assault
as grounds for suspension or revocation
‘‘(a) SEXUAL HARASSMENT.—If it is shown

at a hearing under this chapter that a holder
of a license, certificate of registry, or mer-
chant mariner’s document issued under this
part, within 10 years before the beginning of
the suspension and revocation proceedings,
is the subject of a substantiated claim of sex-
ual harassment, then the license, certificate
of registry, or merchant mariner’s document
shall be suspended or revoked.

‘“(b) SEXUAL ASSAULT.—If it is shown at a
hearing under this chapter that a holder of a
license, certificate of registry, or merchant
mariner’s document issued under this part,
within 20 years before the beginning of the
suspension and revocation proceedings, is
the subject of a substantiated claim of sex-
ual assault, then the license, certificate of
registry, or merchant mariner’s document
shall be revoked.

‘‘(c) SUBSTANTIATED CLAIM.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘substantiated
claim’ means—

‘“(A) a legal proceeding or agency action in
any administrative proceeding that deter-
mines the individual committed sexual har-
assment or sexual assault in violation of any
Federal, State, local, or Tribal law or regula-
tion and for which all appeals have been ex-
hausted, as applicable; or

‘(B) a determination after an investigation
by the Coast Guard that it is more likely
than not the individual committed sexual
harassment or sexual assault as defined in
subsection (d), if the determination affords
appropriate due process rights to the subject
of the investigation.

‘‘(2) ADDITIONAL REVIEW.—A license, certifi-
cate of registry, or merchant mariner’s docu-
ment shall not be suspended or revoked
under subsection (a) or (b) unless the sub-
stantiated claim is reviewed and affirmed, in
accordance with the applicable definition in
subsection (d), by an administrative law
judge at the same suspension or revocation
hearing under this chapter described in sub-
section (a) or (b), as applicable.

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—

‘(1) SEXUAL HARASSMENT.—The term ‘sex-
ual harassment’ means any of the following:

‘“(A) Conduct that—
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‘(1) involves unwelcome sexual advances,
requests for sexual favors, or deliberate or
repeated offensive comments or gestures of a
sexual nature, when—

‘“(I) submission to such conduct is made ei-
ther explicitly or implicitly a term or condi-
tion of a person’s job, pay, or career;

‘“(IT) submission to or rejection of such
conduct by a person is used as a basis for ca-
reer or employment decisions affecting that
person;

‘(III) such conduct has the purpose or ef-
fect of unreasonably interfering with an indi-
vidual’s work performance or creates an in-
timidating, hostile, or offensive working en-
vironment; or

‘“(IV) conduct may have been by a person’s
supervisor, a supervisor in another area, a
co-worker, or another credentialed mariner;
and

‘“(i1) is so severe or pervasive that a rea-
sonable person would perceive, and the vic-
tim does perceive, the environment as hos-
tile or offensive.

‘(B) Any use or condonation, by any per-
son in a supervisory or command position, of
any form of sexual behavior to control, influ-
ence, or affect the career, pay, or job of a
subordinate.

‘(C) Any deliberate or repeated unwelcome
verbal comment or gesture of a sexual na-
ture by any fellow employee of the complain-
ant.

‘“(2) SEXUAL ASSAULT.—The term ‘sexual
assault’ means any form of abuse or contact
as defined in chapter 109A of title 18.

‘‘(e) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary of the
department in which the Coast Guard is op-
erating may issue further regulations as nec-
essary to update the definitions in this sec-
tion, consistent with descriptions of sexual
harassment and sexual assault addressed in
titles 10 and title 18 to implement this sec-
tion.”.

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The chapter
analysis of ? chapter 77 of title 46, United
States Code, is amended by inserting after
the item relating to section 7704 the fol-
lowing:

‘“T704a. Sexual harassment or sexual assault
as grounds for suspension or
revocation.”.

(d) SUPPORTING THE UNITED STATES MER-
CHANT MARINE ACADEMY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—? Chapter 513 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§51325. Sexual assault and sexual harass-
ment prevention information management
system
‘‘(a) INFORMATION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM.—
‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than January

1, 2023, the Maritime Administrator shall es-
tablish an information management system
to track and maintain, in such a manner
that patterns can be reasonably identified,
information regarding claims and incidents
involving cadets that are reportable pursu-
ant to subsection (d) of section 51318 of this
chapter.

¢(2) INFORMATION MAINTAINED IN THE SYS-
TEM.—Information maintained in the system
shall include the following information, to
the extent that information is available:

‘“(A) The overall number of sexual assault
or sexual harassment incidents per fiscal
year.

““(B) The location of each such incident, in-
cluding vessel name and the name of the
company operating the vessel, if applicable.

‘(C) The names and ranks of the individ-
uals involved in each such incident.

‘(D) The general nature of each such inci-
dent, to include copies of any associated re-
ports completed on the incidents.

‘“(E) The type of inquiry made into each
such incident.
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“(F) A determination as to whether each
such incident is substantiated.

‘“(G) Any informal and formal account-
ability measures taken for misconduct re-
lated to the incident, including decisions on
whether to prosecute the case.

““(3) PAST INFORMATION INCLUDED.—The in-
formation management system under this
section shall include the relevant data listed
in this subsection related to sexual assault
and sexual harassment that the Maritime
Administrator possesses, and shall not be
limited to data collected after January 1,
2023.

‘(4) PRIVACY PROTECTIONS.—The Maritime
Administrator and the Department of Trans-
portation Chief Information Officer shall co-
ordinate to ensure that the information
management system under this section shall
be established and maintained in a secure
fashion to ensure the protection of the pri-
vacy of any individuals whose information is
entered in such system.

¢“(b) CYBERSECURITY AUDIT.—Ninety days
after the implementation of the information
management system, the Office of Inspector
General of the Department of Transportation
shall commence an audit of the cybersecu-
rity of the system and shall submit a report
containing the results of that audit to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives.

‘“(6) CORRECTING RECORDS.—In establishing
the information management system, the
Maritime Administrator shall create a proc-
ess to ensure that if any incident report re-
sults in a final agency action or final judge-
ment that acquits an individual of wrong-
doing, all personally identifiable information
about the acquitted individual is removed
from that incident report in the system.

‘““(b) SEA YEAR PROGRAM.—The Maritime
Administrator shall provide for the estab-
lishment of in-person and virtual confiden-
tial exit interviews, to be conducted by per-
sonnel who are not involved in the assign-
ment of the midshipmen to a Sea Year ves-
sel, for midshipmen from the Academy upon
completion of Sea Year and following com-
pletion by the midshipmen of the survey
under section 51322(d).

“(c) DATA-INFORMED DECISIONMAKING.—The
data maintained in the data management
system under subsection (a) and through the
exit interviews under subsection (b) shall be
affirmatively referenced and used to inform
the creation of new policy or regulation, or
changes to any existing policy or regulation,
in the areas of sexual harassment, dating vi-
olence, domestic violence, sexual assault,
and stalking.

“§51326. Student advisory board at the

United States Merchant Marine Academy

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Maritime Adminis-
trator shall establish at the United States
Merchant Marine Academy an advisory
board to be known as the Advisory Board to
the Secretary of Transportation (referred to
in this section as the ‘Advisory Board’).

‘“(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The Advisory Board
shall be composed of not fewer than 12 mid-
shipmen of the Merchant Marine Academy
who are enrolled at the Merchant Marine
Academy at the time of the appointment, in-
cluding not fewer than 3 cadets from each
class.

‘“(c)  APPOINTMENT; TERM.—Midshipmen
shall serve on the Advisory Board pursuant
to appointment by the Maritime Adminis-
trator. Appointments shall be made not later
than 60 days after the date of the swearing in
of a new class of midshipmen at the Acad-
emy. The term of membership of a mid-
shipmen on the Advisory Board shall be 1
academic year.
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‘(d) REAPPOINTMENT.—The Maritime Ad-
ministrator may reappoint not more than 6
cadets from the previous term to serve on
the Advisory Board for an additional aca-
demic year if the Maritime Administrator
determines such reappointment to be in the
best interests of the Merchant Marine Acad-
emy.

‘‘(e) MEETINGS.—The Advisory Board shall
meet with the Secretary of Transportation
not less than once each academic year to dis-
cuss the activities of the Advisory Board.
The Advisory Board shall meet in person
with the Maritime Administrator not less
than 2 times each academic year to discuss
the activities of the Advisory Board.

“(f) DUTIES.—The Advisory Board shall—

‘(1) identify health and wellbeing, diver-
sity, and sexual assault and harassment
challenges and other topics considered im-
portant by the Advisory Board facing mid-
shipmen at the Merchant Marine Academy,
off campus, and while aboard ships during
Sea Year or other training opportunities;

‘“(2) discuss and propose possible solutions,
including improvements to culture and lead-
ership development at the Merchant Marine
Academy; and

““(3) periodically review the efficacy of the
program in section 51325(b), as appropriate,
and provide recommendations to the Mari-
time Administrator for improvement.

‘(g) WORKING GROUPS.—The Advisory
Board may establish one or more working
groups to assist the Advisory Board in car-
rying out its duties, including working
groups composed in part of midshipmen at
the Merchant Marine Academy who are not
current members of the Advisory Board.

‘“‘(h) REPORTS AND BRIEFINGS.—The Advi-
sory Board shall regularly provide the Sec-
retary of Transportation and the Maritime
Administrator reports and briefings on the
results of its duties, including recommenda-
tions for actions to be taken in light of such
results. Such reports and briefings may be
provided in writing, in person, or both.

“§51327. Sexual Assault Advisory Council

‘“‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of
Transportation shall establish a Sexual As-
sault Advisory Council (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘Council’).

*“(b) MEMBERSHIP.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—The Council shall be
composed of not fewer than 8 and not more
than 14 individuals selected by the Secretary
of Transportation who are alumni that have
graduated within the last 4 years or current
midshipmen of the United States Merchant
Marine Academy (including midshipmen or
alumni who were victims of sexual assault,
to the maximum extent practicable, and
midshipmen or alumni who were not victims
of sexual assault) and governmental and non-
governmental experts and professionals in
the sexual assault field.

‘(2) EXPERTS INCLUDED.—The Council shall
include—

“(A) not less than 1 member who is li-
censed in the field of mental health and has
prior experience working as a counselor or
therapist providing mental health care to
survivors of sexual assault in a victim serv-
ices agency or organization; and

“(B) not less than 1 member who has prior
experience developing or implementing sex-
ual assault or sexual harassment prevention
and response policies in an academic setting.

“(3) RULES REGARDING MEMBERSHIP.—NoO
employee of the Department of Transpor-
tation shall be a member of the Council. The
number of governmental experts appointed
to the Council shall not exceed the number
of nongovernmental experts.

“‘(c) DUTIES; AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Council shall meet
not less often than semiannually to—

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

“(A) review—

‘(i) the policies on sexual harassment, dat-
ing violence, domestic violence, sexual as-
sault, and stalking under section 51318 of
this title;

‘“(i1) the trends and patterns of data con-
tained in the system described under section
51325 of this title; and

‘“(iii) related matters the Council views as
appropriate; and

‘“(B) develop recommendations designed to
ensure that such policies and such matters
conform, to the extent practicable, to best
practices in the field of sexual assault and
sexual harassment response and prevention.

‘“(2) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—To carry out
this subsection, the Council may—

‘““(A) conduct case reviews, as appropriate
and only with the consent of the victim of
sexual assault or harassment;

‘(B) interview current and former mid-
shipmen of the United States Merchant Ma-
rine Academy (to the extent that such mid-
shipmen provide the Department of Trans-
portation express consent to be interviewed
by the Council); and

‘“(C) review—

‘(1) exit interviews under section 51325(b)
and surveys under section 51322(d);

‘“(ii) data collected from restricted report-
ing; and

‘(iii) any other information necessary to
conduct such case reviews.

‘“(3) PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE INFORMA-
TION.—In carrying out this subsection, the
Council shall comply with the obligations of
the Department of Transportation to protect
personally identifiable information.

‘‘(d) REPORTS.—On an annual basis for each
of the b years after the date of enactment of
this section, and at the discretion of the
Council thereafter, the Council shall submit,
to the President and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation and the
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives, a
report on the Council’s findings based on the
reviews conducted pursuant to subsection (c)
and related recommendations.

‘‘(e) EMPLOYEE STATUS.—Members of the
Council shall not be considered employees of
the United States Government for any pur-
pose and shall not receive compensation
other than reimbursement of travel expenses
and per diem allowance in accordance with
section 5703 of title 5.

¢“(f) NONAPPLICABILITY OF FACA.—The Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.)
shall not apply to the Council.

“§51328. Student support
“The Maritime Administrator shall—
‘(1) require a biannual survey of mid-
shipmen, faculty, and staff of the Academy
assessing the inclusiveness of the environ-
ment of the Academy; and
‘(2) require an annual survey of faculty
and staff of the Academy assessing the inclu-
siveness of the environment of the Sea Year
program.’’.
(e) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
30 days after the date of enactment of this
section, the Maritime Administrator shall
provide Congress with a briefing on the re-
sources necessary to properly implement
section 51328 of title 46, United States Code,
as added by this section.
(f) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—The chapter
analysis for ? chapter 513 of title 46, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following:
¢“51325. Sexual assault and sexual harassment
prevention information man-
agement system.

¢¢51326. Student advisory board at the United
States Merchant Marine Acad-
emy.
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¢‘51327. Sexual Assault Advisory Council.
¢“51328. Student support.”’.

(g) UNITED STATES MERCHANT MARINE
ACADEMY STUDENT SUPPORT PLAN.—

(1) STUDENT SUPPORT PLAN.—Not later than
January 1, 2023, the Maritime Administrator
shall issue a Student Support Plan for the
United States Merchant Marine Academy, in
consultation with relevant mental health
professionals in the Federal Government or
experienced with the maritime industry or
related industries. Such plan shall—

(A) address the mental health resources
available to midshipmen, both on-campus
and during Sea Year;

(B) establish a tracking system for suicidal
ideations and suicide attempts of mid-
shipmen, which excludes personally identifi-
able information;

(C) create an option for midshipmen to ob-
tain assistance from a professional care pro-
vider virtually; and

(D) require an annual survey of faculty and
staff assessing the adequacy of mental
health resources for midshipmen of the
Academy, both on campus and during Sea
Year.

(2) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 30
days after the date of enactment of this sec-
tion, the Maritime Administrator shall pro-
vide Congress with a report on the resources
necessary to properly implement this sub-
section.

(h) SPECIAL VICTIMS ADVISOR.—Section
51319 of title 46, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-
section (d);

(2) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing:

““(c) SPECIAL VICTIMS ADVISOR.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall des-
ignate an attorney (to be known as the ‘Spe-
cial Victims Advisor’) for the purpose of pro-
viding legal assistance to any cadet of the
Academy who is the victim of an alleged sex-
related offense regarding administrative and
criminal proceedings related to such offense,
regardless of whether the report of that of-
fense is restricted or unrestricted.

‘“(2) SPECIAL VICTIMS ADVISORY.—The Sec-
retary shall ensure that the attorney des-
ignated as the Special Victims Advisor has
knowledge of the Uniform Code of Military
Justice, as well as criminal and civil law.

“(3)  PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATIONS.—ANYy
communications between a victim of an al-
leged sex-related offense and the Special Vic-
tim Advisor, when acting in their capacity
as such, shall have the same protection that
applicable law provides for confidential at-
torney-client communications.’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(e) UNFILLED VACANCIES.—The Adminis-
trator of the Maritime Administration may
appoint qualified candidates to positions
under subsections (a) and (d) of this section
without regard to sections 3309 through 3319
of title 5.”.

(i) CATCH A SERIAL OFFENDER ASSESS-
MENT.—

(1) ASSESSMENT.—Not later than one year
after the date of enactment of this section,
the Commandant of the Coast Guard, in co-
ordination with the Maritime Administrator,
shall conduct an assessment of the feasi-
bility and process necessary, and appropriate
responsible entities to establish a program
for the United States Merchant Marine
Academy and United States Merchant Ma-
rine modeled on the Catch a Serial Offender
program of the Department of Defense using
the information management system re-
quired under subsection (a) of section 51325 of
title 46, United States Code, and the exit
interviews under subsection (b) of such sec-
tion.
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(2) LEGISLATIVE CHANGE PROPOSALS.—If, as
a result of the assessment required by para-
graph (1), the Commandant or the Adminis-
trator determines that additional authority
is necessary to implement the program de-
scribed in paragraph (1), the Commandant or
the Administrator, as applicable, shall pro-
vide appropriate legislative change proposals
to Congress.

(j) SHIPBOARD TRAINING.—Section 51322(a)
of title 46, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following:

¢“(3) TRAINING.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—AS part of training that
shall be provided not less than semiannually
to all midshipmen of the Academy, pursuant
to section 51318, the Maritime Administrator
shall develop and implement comprehensive
in-person sexual assault risk-reduction and
response training that, to the extent prac-
ticable, conforms to best practices in the
sexual assault prevention and response field
and includes appropriate scenario-based
training.

‘(B) DEVELOPMENT AND CONSULTATION WITH
EXPERTS.—In developing the sexual assault
risk-reduction and response training under
subparagraph (A), the Maritime Adminis-
trator shall consult with and incorporate, as
appropriate, the recommendations and views
of experts in the sexual assault field.”.

SEC. 3535. BOARD OF VISITORS.

Section 51312 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by redesignating subparagraph (C) as
subparagraph (D);

(ii) in subparagraph (D), as redesignated by
clause (i), by striking ‘‘flag-rank who’ and
inserting ‘‘flag-rank’’;

(iii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and”
after the semicolon; and

(iv) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the
following:

‘“(C) at least 1 shall be a representative of
a maritime labor organization; and’’; and

(B) in paragraph (3), by adding at the end
the following:

‘“(C) REPLACEMENT.—If a member of the
Board is replaced, not later than 60 days
after the date of the replacement, the Des-
ignated Federal Officer selected under sub-
section (2)(2) shall notify that member.”’;

(2) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘and 2
additional meetings, which may be held in
person or virtually’ after ‘“‘Academy’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

“(3) SCHEDULING;  NOTIFICATION.—When
scheduling a meeting of the Board, the Des-
ignated Federal Officer shall coordinate, to
the greatest extent practicable, with the
members of the Board to determine the date
and time of the meeting. Members of the
Board shall be notified of the date of each
meeting not less than 30 days prior to the
meeting date.”’;

(3) in subsection (e), by adding at the end
the following:

‘‘(4) STAFF.—One or more staff of each
member of the Board may accompany them
on Academy visits.

“(5) SCHEDULING;  NOTIFICATION.—When
scheduling a visit to the Academy, the Des-
ignated Federal Officer shall coordinate, to
the greatest extent practicable, with the
members of the Board to determine the date
and time of the visit. Members of the Board
shall be notified of the date of each visit not
less than 30 days prior to the visit date.”’;
and

(4) in subsection (h)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘and ranking member”’
after ‘‘chairman’ each place the term ap-
pears; and
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(B) by adding at the end the following:
“Such staff may attend meetings and may
visit the Academy.”.

SEC. 3536. MARITIME TECHNICAL ADVANCEMENT
ACT.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“‘Maritime Technological Ad-
vancement Act of 2022”.

(b) CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE FOR DOMESTIC
MARITIME WORKFORCE.—Section 51706 of title
46, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘of Trans-
portation”’;

(2) in subsection (b), in the subsection
heading, by striking ‘‘ASSISTANCE ’’ and in-
serting ‘‘COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS’’;

(3) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-
section (d);

(4) in subsection (d), as redesignated by
paragraph (2), by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘“(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’
means the Secretary of Transportation.’’;
and

(5) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(c) GRANT PROGRAM.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

““(A) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘Adminis-
trator’ means the Administrator of the Mari-
time Administration.

“(B) ELIGIBLE INSTITUTION.—The term ‘eli-
gible institution’ means an institution that
has a demonstrated record of success in
training and is—

‘(i) a postsecondary educational institu-
tion (as defined in section 3 of the Carl D.
Perkins Career and Technical Education Act
of 2006 (20 U.S.C. 2302)) that offers a 2-year
program of study or a l-year program of
training;

‘(i) a postsecondary vocational institu-
tion (as defined under section 102(c) of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1002(c));

‘‘(iii) a public or private nonprofit entity
that offers 1 or more other structured experi-
ential learning training programs for Amer-
ican workers in the United States maritime
industry, including a program that is offered
by a labor organization or conducted in part-
nership with a nonprofit organization or 1 or
more employers in the maritime industry; or

‘‘(iv) an entity sponsoring a registered ap-
prenticeship program.

“(C) REGISTERED APPRENTICESHIP PRO-
GRAM.—The term ‘registered apprenticeship
program’ means an apprenticeship program
registered with the Office of Apprenticeship
of the Employment and Training Adminis-
tration of the Department of Labor or a
State apprenticeship agency recognized by
the Office of Apprenticeship pursuant to the
Act of August 16, 1937 (commonly known as
the ‘National Apprenticeship Act’; 50 Stat.
664, chapter 663; 29 U.S.C. 50 et seq.).

‘(D) UNITED STATES MARITIME INDUSTRY.—
The term ‘United States maritime industry’
means all segments of the maritime-related
transportation system of the United States,
both in domestic and foreign trade, and in
coastal, offshore, and inland waters, as well
as non-commercial maritime activities, such
as pleasure boating and marine sciences (in-
cluding all scientific research vessels), and
all of the industries that support or depend
upon such uses, including—

‘(1) vessel construction and repair;

‘‘(ii) vessel operations;

‘“(iii) ship logistics supply;

‘“(iv) berthing;

‘“(v) port operations;

‘“(vi) port intermodal operations;

‘‘(vii) marine terminal operations;

‘“(viii) vessel design;

‘“(ix) marine brokerage;

‘“(x) marine insurance;

‘“(xi) marine financing;
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‘‘(xii) chartering;

‘‘(xiii) marine-oriented supply chain oper-
ations;

“(xiv) offshore industry;

‘““(xv) offshore wind construction,
ation, and repair; and

‘“(xvi) maritime-oriented research and de-
velopment.

*“(2) GRANT AUTHORIZATION.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of the Maritime
Technological Advancement Act of 2022, the
Administrator shall award maritime career
training grants to eligible institutions for
the purpose of developing, offering, or im-
proving educational or career training pro-
grams for American workers related to the
maritime workforce.

‘“(B) GUIDELINES.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of the Maritime
Technological Advancement Act of 2022, the
Administrator shall—

‘(i) promulgate guidelines for the submis-
sion of grant proposals under this sub-
section; and

¢(ii) publish and maintain such guidelines
on the website of the Maritime Administra-
tion.

‘“(3) LIMITATIONS.—The Administrator may
not award a grant under this subsection in
an amount that is more than $12,000,000.

¢“(4) REQUIRED INFORMATION.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—An eligible institution
that desires to receive a grant under this
subsection shall submit to the Administrator
a grant proposal that includes a detailed de-
scription of—

‘(i) the specific project for which the grant
proposal is submitted, including the manner
in which the grant will be used to develop,
offer, or improve an educational or career
training program that is suited to maritime
industry workers;

‘“(ii) the extent to which the project for
which the grant proposal is submitted will
meet the educational or career training
needs of maritime workers in the community
served by the eligible institution, particu-
larly any individuals with a barrier to em-
ployment;

‘‘(iii) the extent to which the project for
which the grant proposal is submitted fits
within any overall strategic plan developed
by an eligible community; and

‘“(iv) any previous experience of the eligi-
ble institution in providing maritime edu-
cational or career training programs.

‘(B) COMMUNITY OUTREACH REQUIRED.—In
order to be considered by the Administrator,
a grant proposal submitted by an eligible in-
stitution under this subsection shall—

‘(i) demonstrate that the eligible institu-
tion—

““(I) reached out to employers to identify—

‘‘(aa) any shortcomings in existing mari-
time educational and career training oppor-
tunities available to workers in the commu-
nity; and

‘‘(bb) any future employment opportunities
within the community and the educational
and career training skills required for work-
ers to meet the future maritime employment
demand; and

““(IT) reached out to other similarly situ-
ated institutions in an effort to benefit from
any best practices that may be shared with
respect to providing maritime educational or
career training programs to workers eligible
for training; and

‘“(ii) include a detailed description of—

‘“(I) the extent and outcome of the out-
reach conducted under clause (i);

‘“(IT) the extent to which the project for
which the grant proposal is submitted will
contribute to meeting any shortcomings
identified under clause (i)(I)(aa) or any mari-
time educational or career training needs
identified under clause (i)(I)(bb); and

oper-
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“(IIT) the extent to which employers, in-
cluding small- and medium-sized firms with-
in the community, have expressed an inter-
est in employing workers who would benefit
from the project for which the grant pro-
posal is submitted.

¢“(6) CRITERIA FOR AWARD OF GRANTS.—Sub-
ject to the appropriation of funds, the Ad-
ministrator shall award a grant under this
subsection based on—

““(A) a determination of the merits of the
grant proposal submitted by the eligible in-
stitution to develop, offer, or improve mari-
time educational or career training pro-
grams to be made available to workers;

“(B) an evaluation of the likely employ-
ment opportunities available to workers who
complete a maritime educational or career
training program that the eligible institu-
tion proposes to develop, offer, or improve;

‘“(C) an evaluation of prior demand for
training programs by workers in the commu-
nity served by the eligible institution, as
well as the availability and capacity of exist-
ing maritime training programs to meet fu-
ture demand for training programs;

(D) any prior designation of an institu-
tion as a Center of Excellence for Domestic
Maritime Workforce Training and Edu-
cation; and

‘“(E) an evaluation of the previous experi-
ence of the eligible institution in providing
maritime educational or career training pro-
grams.

¢“(6) COMPETITIVE AWARDS.—

“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall
award grants under this subsection to eligi-
ble institutions on a competitive basis in ac-
cordance with guidelines and requirements
established by the Administrator under para-
graph (2)(B).

¢(B) TIMING OF GRANT NOTICE.—The Admin-
istrator shall post a Notice of Funding Op-
portunity regarding grants awarded under
this subsection not more than 90 days after
the date of enactment of the appropriations
Act for the fiscal year concerned.

“(C) TIMING OF GRANTS.—The Adminis-
trator shall award grants under this sub-
section not later than 270 days after the date
of the enactment of the appropriations Act
for the fiscal year concerned.

‘(D) APPLICATION OF REQUIREMENTS.—The
requirements under subparagraphs (B) and
(C) shall not apply until the guidelines re-
quired under paragraph (2)(B) have been pro-
mulgated.

‘“(E) REUSE OF UNEXPENDED GRANT FUNDS.—
Notwithstanding subparagraph (C), amounts
awarded as a grant under this subsection
that are not expended by the grantee shall
remain available to the Administrator for
use for grants under this subsection.

‘“(F) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—Not more
than 3 percent of amounts made available to
carry out this subsection may be used for the
necessary costs of grant administration.

“(7) ELIGIBLE USES OF GRANT FUNDS.—An el-
igible institution receiving a grant under
this subsection—

““(A) shall carry out activities that are
identified as priorities for the purpose of de-
veloping, offering, or improving educational
or career training programs for the United
States maritime industry workforce;

‘“(B) shall provide training to upgrade the
skills of the United States maritime indus-
try workforce, including training to acquire
covered requirements as well as technical
skills training for jobs in the United States
maritime industry; and

‘(C) may use the grant funds to—

‘(i) admit additional students to maritime
training programs;

‘(i) develop, establish, and annually up-
date viable training capacity, courses, and
mechanisms to rapidly upgrade skills and
perform assessments of merchant mariners
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during time of war or a national emergency,
and to increase credentials for domestic or
defense needs where training can decrease
the gap in the numbers of qualified mariners
for sealift;

‘“(iii) provide services to upgrade the skills
of United States offshore wind marine serv-
ice workers who transport, install, operate,
construct, erect, repair, or maintain offshore
wind components and turbines, including
training, curriculum and career pathway de-
velopment, on-the-job training, safety and
health training, and classroom training;

‘“(iv) expand existing or create new mari-
time training programs, including through

partnerships and memoranda of under-
standing with—

‘“(I) 4-year institutions of higher edu-
cation;

‘“(IT) labor organizations;

‘“(ITIT) registered apprenticeship programs
with the United States maritime industry;
or

‘(IV) an entity described in subclause (I )
through (III) that has a memorandum of un-
derstanding with 1 or more employers in the
maritime industry;

“(v) create new maritime pathways or ex-
pand existing maritime pathways;

““(vi) expand existing or create new train-
ing programs for transitioning military vet-
erans to careers in the United States mari-
time industry;

‘Y(vii) expand existing or create new train-
ing programs that address the needs of indi-
viduals with a barrier to employment, as de-
termined by the Secretary in consultation
with the Secretary of Labor, in the United
States maritime industry;

‘“(viii) purchase, construct, develop, ex-
pand, or improve training facilities, build-
ings, and equipment to deliver maritime
training programs;

‘“(ix) recruit and train additional faculty
to expand the maritime training programs
offered by the institution;

‘“(x) provide financial assistance through
scholarships or tuition waivers, not to ex-
ceed the applicable tuition expenses associ-
ated with the covered programs;

“(xi) promote the use of distance learning
that enables students to take courses
through the use of teleconferencing, the
Internet, and other media technology;

‘“(xii) assist in providing services to ad-
dress maritime workforce recruitment and
training of youth residing in targeted high-
poverty areas within empowerment zones
and enterprise communities;

‘Y(xiii) implement partnerships with na-
tional and regional organizations with spe-
cial expertise in developing, organizing, and
administering maritime workforce recruit-
ment and training services;

‘“(xiv) carry out customized training in
conjunction with—

‘“(I) an existing registered apprenticeship
program or a pre-apprenticeship program
that articulates to a registered apprentice-
ship program;

‘“(I1) a paid internship; or

“(ITII) a joint labor-management partner-
ship;

‘“(xv) design, develop, and test an array of
approaches to providing recruitment, train-
ing, or retention services, to enhance diver-
sity, equity and inclusion in the United
States maritime industry workforce;

‘“(xvi) in conjunction with employers, orga-
nized labor, other groups (such as commu-
nity coalitions), and Federal, State, or local
agencies, design, develop, and test various
training approaches in order to determine ef-
fective practices; or

‘“(xvii) assist in the development and rep-
lication of effective service delivery strate-
gies for the United States maritime industry
as a whole.
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‘(8) PUBLIC REPORT.—Not later than De-
cember 15 in each of the calendar years 2023
through 2025, the Administrator shall make
available on a publicly available website a
report and provide a briefing to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives—

“‘(A) describing each grant awarded under
this subsection during the preceding fiscal
year;

“(B) assessing the impact of each award of
a grant under this subsection in a fiscal year
preceding the fiscal year referred to in sub-
paragraph (A) on workers receiving training;
and

‘“(C) the performance of the grant awarded
with respect to the indicators of performance
under section 116(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Workforce
Innovation and Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C.
3141(b)(2)(A)({))-

‘(9) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this subsection $60,000,000 for each
of the fiscal years 2023 through 2027.”".

SEC. 3537. STUDY ON CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT
PROGRAM AT THE USMMA.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds
lowing:

(1) The United States Merchant Marine
Academy campus is nearly 80 years old and
many of the buildings have fallen into a seri-
ous state of disrepair.

(2) Except for renovations to student bar-
racks in the early 2000s, all of the buildings
on campus have exceeded their useful life
and need to be replaced or undergo major
renovations.

(3) According to the Maritime Administra-
tion, since 2011, $234,000,000 has been invested
in capital improvements on the campus, but
partly due to poor planning and cost over-
runs, maintenance and building replacement
backlogs continue.

(b) STUDY.—The Comptroller General shall
conduct a study of the United States Mer-
chant Marine Academy Capital Improvement
Program. The study shall include an evalua-
tion of—

(1) the actions the United States Merchant
Marine Academy has taken to bring the
buildings, infrastructure, and other facilities
on campus up to standards and the further
actions that are required to do so;

(2) how the approach that the United
States Merchant Marine Academy uses to
manage its capital assets meets leading
practices;

(3) how cost estimates prepared for capital
asset projects meet cost estimating leading
practices;

(4) whether the United States Merchant
Marine Academy has adequate staff who are
trained to identify needed capital projects,
estimate the cost of those projects, perform
building maintenance, and manage capital
improvement projects; and

(5) how the United States Merchant Marine
Academy identifies and prioritizes capital
construction needs, and how that priority re-
lates to the safety, education, and wellbeing
of midshipmen.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of this section,
the Comptroller General shall prepare and
submit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a report containing the results of the
study under this section.

SEC. 3538. IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDA-
TIONS FROM THE NATIONAL ACAD-
EMY OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION.

(a) INSPECTOR GENERAL AUDIT.—The In-
spector General of the Department of Trans-
portation shall—

the fol-
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(1) not later than 180 days after the date of
enactment of this section, initiate an audit
of the Maritime Administration’s actions to
address only recommendations 4.1 through
4.3, 4.7 through 4.11, 5.1 through 5.4, 5.6, 5.7,
5.11, 5.14, 5.15, 5.16, 6.1 through 6.4, 6.6, and
6.7, identified by a National Academy of Pub-
lic Administration panel in the November
2021 report entitled ‘‘Organizational Assess-
ment of the United States Merchant Marine
Academy: A Path Forward’’; and

(2) release publicly, and submit to the ap-
propriate committees of Congress, a report
containing the results of the audit described
in paragraph (1) once the audit is completed.

(b) AGREEMENT FOR STUDY BY NATIONAL
ACADEMY OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of enactment of this title, the
Secretary of Transportation shall enter into
an agreement with the National Academy of
Public Administration (referred to in this
section as the ‘“‘Academy’’) to provide sup-
port for—

(A) prioritizing and addressing the rec-
ommendations described in subsection (a)(1),
and establishing a process for prioritizing
other recommendations in the future;

(B) development of long-term processes
and a timeframe for long-term process im-
provements, as well as corrective actions and
best practice criteria that can be imple-
mented in the medium- and near-term;

(C) establishment of a clear assignment of
responsibility for implementation of each
recommendation described in subsection
(a)(1), and a strategy for assigning other rec-
ommendations in the future; and

(D) a performance measurement system,
including data collection and tracking and
evaluating progress toward goals.

(2) REPORT OF PROGRESS.—Not later than 1
year after the date of the agreement de-
scribed in paragraph (1), the Academy shall
prepare and submit a report of progress to
the Maritime Administrator, the Inspector
General of the Department of Transpor-
tation, and the appropriate committees of
Congress.

(c) PRIORITIZATION AND IMPLEMENTATION
PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this title, the Mari-
time  Administrator shall provide a
prioritization and implementation plan to
assess, prioritize, and address the rec-
ommendations identified by the National
Academy of Public Administration panel in
the November 2021 report entitled ‘‘Organiza-
tional Assessment of the United States Mer-
chant Marine Academy: A Path Forward”
that are relevant to the Maritime Adminis-
tration and not listed in subsection (a)(l).
The prioritization and implementation plan
shall—

(A) make use of the strategies, processes,
and systems described in subsection (b)(1);

(B) include estimated timelines and cost
estimates for implementation of priority
goals;

(C) include summaries of stakeholder and
interagency engagement used to assess goals
and timelines; and

(D) be released publicly and submitted to
the Inspector General of the Department of
Transportation and the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress.

(2) AUDIT AND REPORT.—The Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of Transportation
shall—

(A) not later than 180 days after the date of
publication of the prioritization and imple-
mentation plan described in paragraph (1),
initiate an audit of the Maritime Adminis-
tration’s actions to address the
prioritization and implementation plan;

(B) monitor the Maritime Administration’s
actions to implement recommendations
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made by the Inspector General’s audit de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) and in prior au-
dits of the Maritime Administration’s imple-
mentation of National Academy of Public
Administration recommendations and peri-
odically initiate subsequent audits of the
Maritime Administration’s continued ac-
tions to address the prioritization and imple-
mentation plan, as the Inspector General de-
termines may be necessary; and

(C) release publicly and submit to the Ad-
ministrator of the Maritime Administration
and the appropriate committees of Congress
a report containing the results of the audit
once the audit is completed.

(3) REPORT OF PROGRESS.—Not later than
180 days after the date of publication of the
Inspector General’s report described in para-
graph (2)(C), and annually thereafter, the Ad-
ministrator of the Maritime Administration
shall prepare and submit a report to the In-
spector General of the Department of Trans-
portation and the appropriate committees of
Congress describing—

(A) the Maritime Administration’s planned
actions and estimated timeframes for taking
action to implement any open or unresolved
recommendations from the Inspector Gen-
eral’s reports described in paragraph (2) and
in subsection (a); and

(B) any target action dates associated with
open and unresolved recommendations from
the Inspector General’s reports described in
paragraph (2) and in subsection (a) which the
Maritime Administration failed to meet or
for which it requested an extension of time,
and the reasons for which an extension was
necessary.

(d) AGREEMENT FOR PLAN ON CAPITAL IM-
PROVEMENTS.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of enactment of this title, the Mari-
time Administration shall enter into an
agreement with a Federal construction agent
to create a plan to execute capital improve-
ments at the United States Merchant Marine
Academy.

(e) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’” means the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives, the Appro-
priations Subcommittees on Transportation,
Housing and Urban Development, and Re-
lated Agencies of the Senate and the House
of Representatives, and the Committee on
Armed Services of the House of Representa-
tives.

SEC. 3539. SERVICE ACADEMY FACULTY PARITY.

Section 105 of title 17, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in the heading of subsection (b), by
striking ‘“‘CERTAIN OF WORKS ’’ and inserting
“CERTAIN WORKS’’;

(2) in the first subsection (c), by striking
““The Secretary of Defense may’’ and insert-
ing ‘“The Secretary of Defense (or, with re-
spect to the United States Merchant Marine
Academy, the Secretary of Transportation,
or, with respect to the United States Coast
Guard Academy, the Secretary of Homeland
Security) may’’;

(3) by redesignating the second subsection
(c) as subsection (d); and

(4) in subsection (d)(2), as redesignated by
paragraph (3), by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘(M) United States Merchant Marine Acad-
emy.”.

SEC. 3540. UPDATED REQUIREMENTS FOR FISH-
ING CREW AGREEMENTS.

Section 10601(b) of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2),
after the semicolon;

(2) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4); and

by striking ‘‘and”
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(3) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing:

“(3) if the vessel is a catcher processor or
fish processing vessel with more than 25
crew, require that the crewmember be served
not less than 3 meals a day that total not
less than 3,100 calories, including adequate
water and minerals in accordance with the
Untied States Recommended Daily Allow-
ances; and”’.

Subtitle E—Technology Innovation and
Resilience
MARITIME ENVIRONMENTAL AND
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.

Section 50307 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by striking the subsection (a) enu-
merator and all that follows through ‘““Trans-
portation’ and inserting the following:

‘‘(a) EMERGING MARINE TECHNOLOGIES AND
PRACTICES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation’’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by redesignating subparagraphs (A)
through (D) as clauses (i) through (iv), re-
spectively and adjusting the margins accord-
ingly; and

(ii) in clause (iv), as redesignated by clause
(i), by striking ‘‘propeller cavitation’ and in-
serting ‘‘incidental vessel-generated under-
water noise, such as noise from propeller
cavitation or hydrodynamic flow’’;

(B) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2)
as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively
and adjusting the margins accordingly;

(3) in subsection (c¢), by redesignating para-
graphs (1) and (2) as subparagraphs (A) and
(B), respectively and adjusting the margins
accordingly;

(4) by redesignating subsections (b)
through (d) as paragraphs (2) through (4), re-
spectively and adjusting the margins accord-
ingly;

(5) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-
section (b);

(6) by striking subsection (f);

(7) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1), as designated under
paragraph (1) of this section—

(i) by inserting ‘‘or support’ after ‘‘engage
in”’;

(i1) by striking ‘‘the use of public” and all
that follows through the end of the sentence
and inserting ‘‘eligible entities.”’;

(B) in paragraph (2), as redesignated under
paragraph (4) of this section—

(i) by striking ‘‘this section’ and inserting
‘“‘this subsection’’;

(ii) by striking ‘‘or improve’ and inserting
“improve, or support efforts related to,”’;

(C) in paragraph (3), as redesignated by
paragraph (4) of this section, by striking
“under subsection (b)(2) may include” and
inserting ‘‘with other Federal agencies or
with State, local, or Tribal governments, as
appropriate, under paragraph (2)(B) may in-
clude’’;

(D) in paragraph (4), as redesignated by
paragraph (4) of this section—

(i) by striking ‘“‘academic, public, private,
and nongovernmental entities and facilities”
and inserting ‘‘eligible entities’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘subsection (a)”’ and insert-
ing ‘‘this subsection’’; and

(E) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(5) GRANTS.—Subject to the availability
of appropriations, the Maritime Adminis-
trator, may establish and carry out a com-
petitive grant program to award grants to el-
igible entities for projects in the United
States consistent with the goals of this sub-
section to study, evaluate, test, dem-
onstrate, or apply technologies and practices
to improve environmental performance.’’;

(8) in subsection (b), as redesignated by
paragraph (5) of this section, by striking
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“‘subsection (b)(1)” and inserting ‘‘this sec-
tion”’; and

(9) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(c) VESSELS.—Activities carried out under
a grant or cooperative agreement made
under this section may be conducted on pub-
lic vessels under the control of the Maritime
Administration, upon approval of the Mari-
time Administrator.

‘(d) ELIGIBLE ENTITY DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘eligible entity’ means—

‘(1) a private entity, including a nonprofit
organization;

‘(2) a State, regional, or local government
or entity, including special districts;

¢“(3) an Indian Tribe (as defined in section
4 of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (256 U.S.C. 5304)) or a
consortium of Indian Tribes;

‘“(4) an institution of higher education as
defined under section 102 of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002); or

‘() a partnership or collaboration of enti-
ties described in paragraphs (1) through (3).

‘‘(e) CENTER FOR MARITIME INNOVATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of the Maritime
Administration Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2023, the Secretary of Transportation
shall, through a cooperative agreement, es-
tablish a United States Center for Maritime
Innovation (referred to in this subsection as
the ‘Center’) to support the study, research,
development, assessment, and deployment of
emerging marine technologies and practices
related to the maritime transportation sys-
tem.

‘(2) SELECTION.—The Center shall be—

““(A) selected through a competitive proc-
ess of eligible entities;

‘“(B) based in the United States with tech-
nical expertise in emerging marine tech-
nologies and practices related to the mari-
time transportation system; and

“(C) located in close proximity to eligible
entities with expertise in United States
emerging marine technologies and practices,
including the use of alternative fuels and the
development of both vessel and shoreside in-
frastructure.

““(3) COORDINATION.—The Secretary of
Transportation shall coordinate with other
agencies critical for science, research, and
regulation of emerging marine technologies
for the maritime sector, including the De-
partment of Energy, the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, the National Science Foun-
dation, and the Coast Guard, when estab-
lishing the Center.

‘(4) FuNcTIONS.—The Center shall—

‘“(A) support eligible entities regarding the
development and use of clean energy and
necessary infrastructure to support the de-
ployment of clean energy on vessels of the
United States;

‘(B) monitor and assess, on an ongoing
basis, the current state of knowledge regard-
ing emerging marine technologies in the
United States;

‘“(C) identify any significant gaps in
emerging marine technologies research spe-
cific to the United States maritime industry,
and seek to fill those gaps;

‘(D) conduct research, development, test-
ing, and evaluation for equipment, tech-
nologies, and techniques to address the com-
ponents under subsection (a)(2);

‘““(E) provide—

‘(i) guidance on best available tech-
nologies;

‘“(ii) technical analysis;

‘“(iii) assistance with understanding com-
plex regulatory requirements; and

‘‘(iv) documentation of best practices in
the maritime industry, including training
and informational webinars on solutions for
the maritime industry; and
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‘(F) work with academic and private sec-
tor response training centers and Domestic
Maritime Workforce Training and Education
Centers of Excellence to develop maritime
strategies applicable to various segments of
the United States maritime industry, includ-
ing the inland, deep water, and coastal
fleets.”.

SEC. 3542. STUDY ON STORMWATER IMPACTS ON
SALMON.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of this section,
the Administrator of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, in concert
with the Secretary of Transportation and
the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency, and in consultation with
the Director of the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service, shall commence a study
that—

(1) examines the existing science on tire-
related chemicals in stormwater runoff at
ports and the impacts of such chemicals on
Pacific salmon and steelhead;

(2) examines the challenges of studying
tire-related chemicals in stormwater runoff
at ports and the impacts of such chemicals
on Pacific salmon and steelhead;

(3) provides recommendations for improv-
ing monitoring of stormwater and research
related to run-off for tire-related chemicals
and the impacts of such chemicals on Pacific
salmon and steelhead at ports; and

(4) provides recommendations based on the
best available science on relevant manage-
ment approaches at ports under their respec-
tive jurisdictions.

(b) SUBMISSION OF STUDY.—Not later than
18 months after commencing the study under
subsection (a), the Administrator of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, in concert with the Secretary of Trans-
portation and the Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, shall—

(1) submit the study to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate, the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the Senate, and the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives,
including detailing any findings from the
study; and

(2) make such study publicly available.
SEC. 3543. STUDY TO EVALUATE EFFECTIVE VES-

SEL QUIETING MEASURES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this title, the
Administrator of the Maritime Administra-
tion, in consultation with the Under Sec-
retary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmos-
phere and the Secretary of the Department
in which the Coast Guard is operating, shall
submit to the committees identified under
subsection (b), and make publicly available
on the website of the Department of Trans-
portation, a report that includes, at a min-
imum—

(1) a review of technology-based controls
and best management practices for reducing
vessel-generated underwater noise; and

(2) for each technology-based control and
best management practice identified, an
evaluation of—

(A) the applicability of each measure to
various vessel types;

(B) the technical feasibility and economic
achievability of each measure; and

(C) the co-benefits and trade-offs of each
measure.

(b) COMMITTEES.—The report under sub-
section (a) shall be submitted to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives.

SA 6445. Mr. REED (for Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) submitted an amendment
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intneded to be proposed to amendment
SA 5499 proposed by Mr. REED (for
himslef and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill
H.R. 7900, to authorize appropriations
for fiseal year 2023 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense and
for military construction, and for de-
fense activities of the Department of
Energy, to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

DIVISION E—DEPARTMENT OF STATE
AUTHORIZATIONS
SEC. 5001. SHORT TITLE.

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Depart-
ment of State Authorization Act of 2022”.
SEC. 5002. DEFINITIONS.

In this division:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator” means the Administrator of the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment.

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees” means the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives.

(3) DEPARTMENT.—Unless otherwise speci-
fied, the term ‘“‘Department’ means the De-
partment of State.

(4) SECRETARY.—Unless otherwise specified,
the term ‘‘Secretary’ means the Secretary
of State.

(5) USAID.—The term ‘“USAID’’ means the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment.

TITLE LI—ORGANIZATION AND OPER-
ATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE
SEC. 5101. MODERNIZING THE BUREAU OF ARMS
CONTROL, VERIFICATION, AND COM-
PLIANCE AND THE BUREAU OF
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AND

NONPROLIFERATION.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the Secretary should take steps to ad-
dress staffing shortfalls in the chemical, bio-
logical, and nuclear weapons issue areas in
the Bureau of Arms Control, Verification,
and Compliance and in the Bureau of Inter-
national Security and Nonproliferation;

(2) maintaining a fully staffed and
resourced Bureau of Arms Control,
Verification, and Compliance and Bureau of
International Security and Nonproliferation
is necessary to effectively confront the
threat of increased global proliferation; and

(3) the Bureau of Arms Control,
Verification, and Compliance and the Bureau
of International Security and Nonprolifera-
tion should increase efforts and dedicate re-
sources to combat the dangers posed by the
People’s Republic of China’s conventional
and nuclear build-up, the Russian Federa-
tion’s tactical nuclear weapons and new
types of nuclear weapons, bioweapons pro-
liferation, dual use of life sciences research,
and chemical weapons.

SEC. 5102. NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS FOR
UNITED STATES NATIONALS UNLAW-
FULLY OR WRONGFULLY DETAINED
ABROAD.

Section 302 of the Robert Levinson Hostage
Recovery and Hostage-Taking Account-
ability Act (22 U.S.C. 1741) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘*‘, as ex-
peditiously as possible,” after ‘“‘review’’; and

(2) by amending subsection (b) to read as
follows:

“(b) REFERRALS TO SPECIAL ENVOY; NOTIFI-
CATION TO CONGRESS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Upon a determination by
the Secretary of State, based on the totality
of the circumstances, that there is credible
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information that the detention of a United
States national abroad is unlawful or wrong-
ful, and regardless of whether the detention
is by a foreign government or a nongovern-
mental actor, the Secretary shall—

“(A) expeditiously transfer responsibility
for such case from the Bureau of Consular
Affairs of the Department of State to the
Special Envoy for Hostage Affairs; and

‘“(B) not later than 14 days after such de-
termination, notify the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate, the Select
Committee on Intelligence of the Senate, the
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House
of Representatives, and the Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence of the House
of Representatives of such determination
and provide such committees with a sum-
mary of the facts that led to such determina-
tion.

‘(2) ForM.—The notification described in
paragraph (1)(B) may be classified, if nec-
essary.”’.

SEC. 5103. FAMILY ENGAGEMENT COORDINATOR.

Section 303 of the Robert Levinson Hostage
Recovery and Hostage-Taking Account-
ability Act (22 U.S.C. 1741a) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“(d) FAMILY ENGAGEMENT COORDINATOR.—
There shall be, in the Office of the Special
Presidential Envoy for Hostage Affairs, a
Family Engagement Coordinator, who shall
ensure—

‘(1) for a United States national unlaw-
fully or wrongfully detained abroad, that—

‘““(A) any interaction by executive branch
officials with any family member of such
United States national occurs in a coordi-
nated fashion;

‘“(B) such family member receives con-
sistent and accurate information from the
United States Government; and

‘“(C) appropriate coordination with the
Family Engagement Coordinator described
in section 304(c)(2); and

‘(2) for a United States national held hos-
tage abroad, that any engagement with a
family member is coordinated with, con-
sistent with, and not duplicative of the ef-
forts of the Family Engagement Coordinator
described in section 304(c)(2).”.

SEC. 5104. REWARDS FOR JUSTICE.

Section 36(b) of the State Department
Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C.
2708(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘“‘or (10);”
and inserting ‘‘(10), or (14);”’;

(2) in paragraph (12), by striking ‘‘or” at
the end;

(3) in paragraph (13), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(14) the prevention, frustration, or resolu-
tion of the hostage taking of a United States
person, the identification, location, arrest,
or conviction of a person responsible for the
hostage taking of a United States person, or
the location of a United States person who
has been taken hostage, in any country.”’.
SEC. 5105. ENSURING GEOGRAPHIC DIVERSITY

AND ACCESSIBILITY OF PASSPORT
AGENCIES.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that Department initiatives to ex-
pand passport services and accessibility, in-
cluding through online modernization
projects, should include the construction of
new physical passport agencies.

(b) REVIEW.—The Secretary shall conduct a
review of the geographic diversity and acces-
sibility of existing passport agencies to iden-
tify—

(1) the geographic areas in the United
States that are farther than 6 hours’ driving
distance from the nearest passport agency;

(2) the per capita demand for passport serv-
ices in the areas described in paragraph (1);
and
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(3) a plan to ensure that in-person services
at physical passport agencies are accessible
to all eligible Americans, including Ameri-
cans living in large population centers, in
rural areas, and in States with a high per
capita demand for passport services.

(c) CONSIDERATIONS.—The Secretary shall
consider the metrics identified in paragraphs
(1) and (2) of subsection (b) when determining
locations for the establishment of new phys-
ical passport agencies.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit a report to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate,
the Committee on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives, and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives that contains the findings of
the review conducted pursuant to subsection
(b).

SEC. 5106. CULTURAL ANTIQUITIES TASK FORCE.

The Secretary is authorized to use up to
$1,000,000 for grants to carry out the activi-
ties of the Cultural Antiquities Task Force.
SEC. 5107. BRIEFING ON “CHINA HOUSE”.

Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
State shall brief the appropriate congres-
sional committees regarding the organiza-
tional structure, personnel, resources, and
mission of the Department of State’s ‘“‘China
House” team.

SEC. 5108. OFFICE OF SANCTIONS COORDINA-
TION.

(a) EXTENSION OF AUTHORITIES.—Section 1
of the State Department Basic Authorities
Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 265la) is amended, in
paragraph (4)(B) of subsection (1), as redesig-
nated by section 5502(a)(2) of this Act, by
striking ‘‘the date that is two years after the
date of the enactment of this subsection”
and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024”°.

(b) BRIEFING.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Treasury, or designee, shall
brief the appropriate congressional commit-
tees with respect to the steps that the Office
of Sanctions Coordination has taken to co-
ordinate its activities with the Department
of the Treasury and humanitarian aid pro-
grams, in an effort to help ensure appro-
priate flows of humanitarian assistance and
goods to countries subject to United States
sanctions.

TITLE LII—-PERSONNEL ISSUES
SEC. 5201. DEPARTMENT OF STATE PAID
DENT INTERNSHIP PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish the Department of State Student In-
ternship Program (referred to in this section
as the “Program’’) to offer internship oppor-
tunities at the Department to eligible stu-
dents to raise awareness of the essential role
of diplomacy in the conduct of United States
foreign policy and the realization of United
States foreign policy objectives.

(b) ELIGIBILITY.—An applicant is eligible to
participate in the Program if the applicant—

(1) is enrolled at least half-time at—

(A) an institution of higher education (as
such term is defined in section 102(a) of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1002(a))); or

(B) an institution of higher education
based outside the United States, as deter-
mined by the Secretary of State; and

(2) is eligible to receive and hold an appro-
priate security clearance.

(c) SELECTION.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish selection criteria for students to be ad-
mitted into the Program that includes a
demonstrated interest in a career in foreign
affairs.

(d) OUTREACH.—The Secretary shall—

(1) widely advertise the Program, includ-
ing—

STU-
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(A) on the internet;

(B) through the Department’s Diplomats in
Residence program; and

(C) through other outreach and recruiting
initiatives targeting undergraduate and
graduate students; and

(2) conduct targeted outreach to encourage
participation in the Program from—

(A) individuals belonging to an underrep-
resented group; and

(B) students enrolled at minority-serving
institutions (which shall include any institu-
tion listed in section 371(a) of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1067q(a)).

(e) COMPENSATION.—

(1) HOUSING ASSISTANCE.—

(A) ABROAD.—The Secretary shall provide
housing assistance to any student partici-
pating in the Program whose permanent ad-
dress is within the United States if the loca-
tion of the internship in which such student
is participating is outside of the United
States.

(B) DoMESTIC.—The Secretary may provide
housing assistance to a student participating
in the Program whose permanent address is
within the United States if the location of
the internship in which such student is par-
ticipating is more than 50 miles away from
such student’s permanent address.

(2) TRAVEL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary
shall provide a student participating in the
Program whose permanent address is within
the United States with financial assistance
that is sufficient to cover the travel costs of
a single round trip by air, train, bus, or other
appropriate transportation between the stu-
dent’s permanent address and the location of
the internship in which such student is par-
ticipating if such location is—

(A) more than 50 miles from the student’s
permanent address; or

(B) outside of the United States.

(f) WORKING WITH INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER
EDUCATION.—The Secretary, to the maximum
extent practicable, shall structure intern-
ships to ensure that such internships satisfy
criteria for academic credit at the institu-
tions of higher education in which partici-
pants in such internships are enrolled.

(g) TRANSITION PERIOD.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraphs (2) and (3), beginning not later
than 2 years after the date of the enactment
of this Act—

(A) the Secretary shall convert unpaid in-
ternship programs of the Department, in-
cluding the Foreign Service Internship Pro-
gram, to internship programs that offer com-
pensation; and

(B) upon selection as a candidate for entry
into an internship program of the Depart-
ment, a participant in such internship pro-
gram may refuse compensation, including if
doing so allows such participant to receive
college or university curricular credit.

(2) EXCEPTION.—The transition required
under paragraph (1) shall not apply to unpaid
internship programs of the Department that
are part of the Virtual Student Federal Serv-
ice internship program.

(3) WAIVER.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may waive
the requirement under paragraph (1)(A) with
respect to a particular unpaid internship
program if the Secretary, not later than 30
days after making a determination that the
conversion of such internship program to a
compensated internship program would not
be consistent with effective management
goals, submits a report explaining such de-
termination to—

(i) the appropriate congressional commit-
tees;

(ii) the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate; and

(iii) the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives.
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(B) REPORT.—The report required under
subparagraph (A) shall—

(i) describe the reasons why converting an
unpaid internship program of the Depart-
ment to an internship program that offers
compensation would not be consistent with
effective management goals; and

(ii)(I) provide justification for maintaining
such unpaid status indefinitely; or

(IT) identify any additional authorities or
resources that would be necessary to convert
such unpaid internship program to offer
compensation in the future.

(h) REPORTS.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State shall submit a report
to the committees referred to in subsection
(8)(3)(A) that includes—

(1) data, to the extent the collection of
such information is permissible by law, re-
garding the number of students who applied
to the Program, were offered a position, and
participated, respectively, disaggregated by
race, ethnicity, sex, institution of higher
education, home State, State where each
student graduated from high school, and dis-
ability status;

(2) data regarding the number of security
clearance investigations initiated for the
students described in paragraph (1), includ-
ing the timeline for such investigations,
whether such investigations were completed,
and when an interim security clearance was
granted;

(3) information on Program expenditures;
and

(4) information regarding the Department’s
compliance with subsection (g).

(i) VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this section
may be construed to compel any student who
is a participant in an internship program of
the Department to participate in the collec-
tion of the data or divulge any personal in-
formation. Such students shall be informed
that their participation in the data collec-
tion under this section is voluntary.

(2) PRIVACY PROTECTION.—Any data col-
lected under this section shall be subject to
the relevant privacy protection statutes and
regulations applicable to Federal employees.

(j) SPECIAL HIRING AUTHORITY.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Director of
the Office of Personnel Management, with
respect to the number of interns to be hired
each year, may—

(1) select, appoint, and employ individuals
for up to 1 year through compensated intern-
ships in the excepted service; and

(2) remove any compensated intern em-
ployed pursuant to paragraph (1) without re-
gard to the provisions of law governing ap-
pointments in the competitive excepted serv-
ice.

SEC. 5202. IMPROVEMENTS TO THE PREVENTION
OF, AND THE RESPONSE TO, HAR-
ASSMENT, DISCRIMINATION, SEXUAL
ASSAULT, AND RELATED RETALIA-
TION.

(a) PoOLICIES.—The Secretary should de-
velop and strengthen policies regarding har-
assment, discrimination, sexual assault, and
related retaliation, including policies for—

(1) addressing, reporting, and providing
transitioning support;

(2) advocacy, service referrals, and travel
accommodations; and

(3) disciplining anyone who violates De-
partment policies regarding harassment, dis-
crimination, sexual assault, or related retal-
iation occurring between covered individuals
and noncovered individuals.

(b) DISCIPLINARY ACTION.—

(1) SEPARATION FOR CAUSE.—Section
610(a)(1) of the Foreign Service Act of 1980 (22
U.S.C. 4010(a)(1)), is amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘decide to’’; and
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(B) by inserting ‘‘upon receiving notifica-
tion from the Bureau of Diplomatic Security
that such member has engaged in criminal
misconduct, such as murder, rape, or other
sexual assault’ before the period at the end.

(2) UPDATE TO MANUAL.—The Director of
Global Talent shall—

(A) update the ‘“Grounds for Disciplinary
Action” and ‘‘List of Disciplinary Offenses
and Penalties” sections of the Foreign Af-
fairs Manual to reflect the amendments
made under paragraph (1); and

(B) communicate such updates to Depart-
ment staff through publication in Depart-
ment Notices.

(c) SEXUAL ASSAULT PREVENTION AND RE-
SPONSE VICTIM ADVOCATES.—

(1) PLACEMENT.—The Secretary shall en-
sure that the Diplomatic Security Service’s
Victims’ Resource Advocacy Program—

(A) is appropriately staffed by advocates
who are physically present at—

(i) the headquarters of the Department;
and

(ii) major domestic and international fa-
cilities and embassies, as determined by the
Secretary;

(B) considers the logistics that are nec-
essary to allow for the expedient travel of
victims from Department facilities that do
not have advocates; and

(C) uses funds available to the Department
to provide emergency food, shelter, clothing,
and transportation for victims involved in
matters being investigated by the Diplo-
matic Security Service.

SEC. 5203. INCREASING THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT
AUTHORIZED FOR SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY FELLOWSHIP GRANTS
AND COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.

Section 504(e)(3) of the Foreign Relations
Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 1979 (22
U.S.C. 2656d(e)(3)) is amended by striking
¢‘$500,000” and inserting ‘$2,000,000’.

SEC. 5204. ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL TO ADDRESS
BACKLOGS IN HIRING AND INVES-
TIGATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall seek
to increase the number of personnel within
the Bureau of Global Talent Management
and the Office of Civil Rights to address
backlogs in hiring and investigations into
complaints conducted by the Office of Civil
Rights.

(b) EMPLOYMENT TARGETS.—The Secretary
shall seek to employ—

(1) not fewer than 15 additional personnel
in the Bureau of Global Talent Management
and the Office of Civil Rights (compared to
the number of personnel so employed as of
the day before the date of the enactment of
this Act) by the date that is 180 days after
such date of enactment; and

(2) not fewer than 15 additional personnel
in such Bureau and Office (compared to the
number of personnel so employed as of the
day before the date of the enactment of this
Act) by the date that is 1 year after such
date of enactment.

SEC. 5205. FOREIGN AFFAIRS TRAINING.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the Department is a crucial national se-
curity agency, whose employees, both For-
eign Service and Civil Service, require the
best possible training and professional devel-
opment at every stage of their careers to
prepare them to promote and defend United
States national interests and the health and
safety of United States citizens abroad;

(2) the Department faces increasingly com-
plex and rapidly evolving challenges, many
of which are science- and technology-driven,
and which demand continual, high-quality
training and professional development of its
personnel;

(3) the new and evolving challenges of na-
tional security in the 21st century neces-
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sitate the expansion of standardized training
and professional development opportunities
linked to equitable, accountable, and trans-
parent promotion and leadership practices
for Department and other national security
agency personnel; and

(4) consistent with gift acceptance author-
ity of the Department and other applicable
laws in effect as of the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Department and the Foreign
Service Institute may accept funds and other
resources from foundations, not-for-profit
corporations, and other appropriate sources
to help the Department and the Institute en-
hance the quantity and quality of training
and professional development offerings, espe-
cially in the introduction of new, innovative,
and pilot model courses.

(b) DEFINED TERM.—In this section, the
term ‘“‘appropriate committees of Congress”
means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(2) the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate;

(3) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives; and

(4) the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives.

(c) TRAINING AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOP-
MENT PRIORITIZATION.—In order to provide
the Civil Service of the Department and the
Foreign Service with the level of profes-
sional development and training needed to
effectively advance United States interests
across the world, the Secretary shall—

(1) increase relevant offerings provided by
the Department—

(A) of interactive virtual instruction to
make training and professional development
more accessible and useful to personnel de-
ployed throughout the world; or

(B) at partner organizations, including uni-
versities, industry entities, and nongovern-
mental organizations, throughout the United
States to provide useful outside perspectives
to Department personnel by providing such
personnel—

(i) a more comprehensive outlook on dif-
ferent sectors of United States society; and

(ii) practical experience dealing with com-
mercial corporations, universities, labor
unions, and other institutions critical to
United States diplomatic success;

(2) offer courses using computer-based or
computer-assisted simulations, allowing ci-
vilian officers to lead decision making in a
crisis environment, and encourage officers of
the Department, and reciprocally, officers of
other Federal departments to participate in
similar exercises held by the Department or
other government organizations and the pri-
vate sector;

(3) increase the duration and expand the
focus of certain training and professional de-
velopment courses, including by extending—

(A) the A-100 entry-level course to as long
as 12 weeks, which better matches the length
of entry-level training and professional de-
velopment provided to the officers in other
national security departments and agencies;
and

(B) the Chief of Mission course to as long
as 6 weeks for first time Chiefs of Mission
and creating comparable courses for new As-
sistant Secretaries and Deputy Assistant
Secretaries to more accurately reflect the
significant responsibilities accompanying
such roles; and

(4) ensure that Foreign Service officers
who are assigned to a country experiencing
significant population displacement due to
the impacts of climatic and non-climatic
shocks and stresses, including rising sea lev-
els and lack of access to affordable and reli-
able energy and electricity, receive specific
instruction on United States policy with re-
spect to resiliency and adaptation to such
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climatic
stresses.

(d) FELLOWSHIPS.—The Director General of
the Foreign Service shall—

(1) expand and establish new fellowship
programs for Foreign Service and Civil Serv-
ice officers that include short- and long-term
opportunities at organizations, including—

(A) think tanks and nongovernmental or-
ganizations;

(B) the Department of Defense and other
relevant Federal agencies;

(C) industry entities, especially such enti-
ties related to technology, global operations,
finance, and other fields directly relevant to
international affairs; and

(D) schools of international relations and
other relevant programs at universities
throughout the United States; and

(2) not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, submit a report
to Congress that describes how the Depart-
ment could expand the Pearson Fellows Pro-
gram for Foreign Service Officers and the
Brookings Fellow Program for Civil Serv-
ants to provide fellows in such programs
with the opportunity to undertake a follow-
on assignment within the Department in an
office in which fellows will gain practical
knowledge of the people and processes of
Congress, including offices other than the
Legislative Affairs Bureau, including—

(A) an assessment of the current state of
congressional fellowships, including the de-
mand for fellowships and the value the fel-
lowships provide to both the career of the of-
ficer and to the Department; and

(B) an assessment of the options for mak-
ing congressional fellowships for both the
Foreign and Civil Services more career-en-
hancing.

(e) BOARD OF VISITORS OF THE FOREIGN
SERVICE INSTITUTE.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State shall establish a
Board of Visitors of the Foreign Service In-
stitute (referred to in this subsection as the
“Board”).

(2) DUTIES.—The Board shall provide the
Secretary with independent advice and rec-
ommendations regarding organizational
management, strategic planning, resource
management, curriculum development, and
other matters of interest to the Foreign
Service Institute, including regular observa-
tions about how well the Department is inte-
grating training and professional develop-
ment into the work of the Bureau for Global
Talent Management.

(3) MEMBERSHIP.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Board shall be—

(i) nonpartisan; and

(ii) composed of 12 members, of whom—

(I) 2 members shall be appointed by the
Chairperson of the Committee on Foreign
Relations of the Senate;

(IT) 2 members shall be appointed by the
ranking member of the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate;

(IIT) 2 members shall be appointed by the
Chairperson of the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives;

(IV) 2 members shall be appointed by the
ranking member of the Committee on For-
eign Affairs of the House of Representatives;
and

(V) 4 members shall be appointed by the
Secretary.

(B) QUALIFICATIONS.—Members of the
Board shall be appointed from among indi-
viduals who—

(i) are not officers or employees of the Fed-
eral Government; and

(ii) are eminent authorities in the fields of
diplomacy, national security, management,
leadership, economics, trade, technology, or
advanced international relations education.

and non-climatic shocks and
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(C) OUTSIDE EXPERTISE.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Not fewer than 6 members
of the Board shall have a minimum of 10
years of relevant expertise outside the field
of diplomacy.

(ii) PRIOR SENIOR SERVICE AT THE DEPART-
MENT.—Not more than 6 members of the
Board may be persons who previously served
in the Senior Foreign Service or the Senior
Executive Service at the Department.

(4) TERMS.—Each member of the Board
shall be appointed for a term of 3 years, ex-
cept that of the members first appointed—

(A) 4 members shall be appointed for a
term of 3 years;

(B) 4 members shall be appointed for a
term of 2 years; and

(C) 4 members shall be appointed for a
term of 1 year.

b) REAPPOINTMENT; REPLACEMENT.—A
member of the Board may be reappointed or
replaced at the discretion of the official who
made the original appointment.

(6) CHAIRPERSON; CO-CHAIRPERSON.—

(A) APPROVAL.—The Chairperson and Vice
Chairperson of the Board shall be approved
by the Secretary of State based upon a rec-
ommendation from the members of the
Board.

(B) SERVICE.—The Chairperson and Vice
Chairperson shall serve at the discretion of
the Secretary.

(7)) MEETINGS.—The Board shall meet—

(A) at the call of the Director of the For-
eign Service Institute and the Chairperson;
and

(B) not fewer than 2 times per year.

(8) COMPENSATION.—Each member of the
Board shall serve without compensation, ex-
cept that a member of the Board shall be al-
lowed travel expenses, including per diem in
lieu of subsistence, at rates authorized for
employees of agencies under subchapter I of
chapter 57 of title 5, United States Code,
while away from their homes or regular
places of business in the performance of serv-
ice for the Board. Notwithstanding section
1342 of title 31, United States Code, the Sec-
retary may accept the voluntary and uncom-
pensated service of members of the Board.

(9) APPLICABILITY OF FEDERAL ADVISORY
COMMITTEE ACT.—The Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act (6 U.S.C. App.) shall apply to the
Board established under this subsection.

(f) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROVOST OF THE FOR-
EIGN SERVICE INSTITUTE.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
in the Foreign Service Institute the position
of Provost.

(2) APPOINTMENT; REPORTING.—The Provost
shall—

(A) be appointed by the Secretary; and

(B) report to the Director of the Foreign
Service Institute.

(3) QUALIFICATIONS.—The
be—

(A) an eminent authority in the field of di-
plomacy, national security, education, man-
agement, leadership, economics, history,
trade, adult education, or technology; and

(B) a person with significant experience
outside the Department, whether in other
national security agencies or in the private
sector, and preferably in positions of author-
ity in educational institutions or the field of
professional development and mid-career
training with oversight for the evaluation of
academic programs.

(4) DUTIES.—The Provost shall—

(A) oversee, review, evaluate, and coordi-
nate the academic curriculum for all courses
taught and administered by the Foreign
Service Institute;

(B) coordinate the development of an eval-
uation system to ascertain how well partici-
pants in Foreign Service Institute courses
have absorbed and utilized the information,
ideas, and skills imparted by each such

Provost shall

S6529

course, such that performance assessments
can be included in the personnel records
maintained by the Bureau of Global Talent
Management and utilized in Foreign Service
Selection Boards, which may include—

(i) the implementation of a letter or nu-
merical grading system; and

(ii) assessments done after the course has
concluded; and

(C) report not less frequently than quar-
terly to the Board of Visitors regarding the
development of curriculum and the perform-
ance of Foreign Service officers.

(6) TERM.—The Provost shall serve for a
term of not fewer than 5 years and may be
reappointed for 1 additional 5-year term.

(6) COMPENSATION.—The Provost shall re-
ceive a salary commensurate with the rank
and experience of a member of the Senior
Foreign Service or the Senior Executive
Service, as determined by the Secretary.

(g) OTHER AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES AND
OPPORTUNITIES FOR CONGRESSIONAL STAFF.—

(1) OTHER AGENCIES.—National security
agencies other than the Department should
be afforded the ability to increase the enroll-
ment of their personnel in courses at the
Foreign Service Institute and other training
and professional development facilities of
the Department to promote a whole-of-gov-
ernment approach to mitigating national se-
curity challenges.

(2) CONGRESSIONAL STAFF.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall submit a report
to the appropriate committees of Congress
that describes—

(A) the training and professional develop-
ment opportunities at the Foreign Service
Institute and other Department facilities
available to congressional staff;

(B) the budget impacts of offering such op-
portunities to congressional staff; and

(C) potential course offerings.

(h) STRATEGY FOR ADAPTING TRAINING RE-
QUIREMENTS FOR  MODERN  DIPLOMATIC
NEEDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall develop and submit to the
appropriate committees of Congress a strat-
egy for adapting and evolving training re-
quirements to better meet the Department’s
current and future needs for 21st century di-
plomacy.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required
under subsection (a) shall include the fol-
lowing elements:

(A) Integrating training requirements into
the Department’s promotion policies, includ-
ing establishing educational and professional
development standards for training and at-
tainment to be used as a part of tenure and
promotion guidelines.

(B) Addressing multiple existing and
emerging national security challenges, in-
cluding—

1) democratic backsliding and
authoritarianism;

(ii) countering, and assisting United States
allies to address, state-sponsored
disinformation, including through the Global
Engagement Center;

(iii) cyber threats;

(iv) the aggression and malign influence of
Russia, Cuba, Iran, North Korea, the Maduro
Regime, and the Chinese Communist Party’s
multi-faceted and comprehensive challenge
to the rules-based order;

(v) the implications of climate change for
United States diplomacy; and

(vi) nuclear threats.

(C) An examination of the likely advan-
tages and disadvantages of establishing resi-
dential training for the A-100 orientation
course administered by the Foreign Service
Institute and evaluating the feasibility of
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residential training for other
training opportunities.

(D) An examination of the likely advan-
tages and disadvantages of establishing a
press freedom curriculum for the National
Foreign Affairs Training Center that enables
Foreign Service officers to better understand
issues of press freedom and the tools that are
available to help protect journalists and pro-
mote freedom of the press norms, which may
include—

(i) the historic and current issues facing
press freedom, including countries of specific
concern;

(ii) the Department’s role in promoting
press freedom as an American value, a
human rights issue, and a national security
imperative;

(iii) ways to incorporate press freedom pro-
motion into other aspects of diplomacy; and

(iv) existing tools to assist journalists in
distress and methods for engaging foreign
governments and institutions on behalf of in-
dividuals engaged in journalistic activity
who are at risk of harm.

(E) The expansion of external courses of-
fered by the Foreign Service Institute at
academic institutions or professional asso-
ciations on specific topics, including in-per-
son and virtual courses on monitoring and
evaluation, audience analysis, and the use of
emerging technologies in diplomacy.

(3) UTILIZATION OF EXISTING RESOURCES.—In
examining the advantages and disadvantages
of establishing a residential training pro-
gram pursuant to paragraph (2)(C), the Sec-
retary shall—

(A) collaborate with other national secu-
rity departments and agencies that employ
residential training for their orientation
courses; and

(B) consider using the Department’s For-
eign Affairs Security Training Center in
Blackstone, Virginia.

(i) REPORT AND BRIEFING REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit a report to the appro-
priate committees of Congress that in-
cludes—

(A) a strategy for broadening and deep-
ening professional development and training
at the Department, including assessing cur-
rent and future needs for 21st century diplo-
macy;

(B) the process used and resources needed
to implement the strategy referred to in sub-
paragraph (A) throughout the Department;
and

(C) the results and impact of the strategy
on the workforce of the Department, particu-
larly the relationship between professional
development and training and promotions
for Department personnel, and the measure-
ment and evaluation methods used to evalu-
ate such results.

(2) BRIEFING.—Not later than 1 year after
the date on which the Secretary submits the
report required under paragraph (1), and an-
nually thereafter for 2 years, the Secretary
shall provide to the appropriate committees
of Congress a briefing on the information re-
quired to be included in the report.

(j) FOREIGN LANGUAGE MAINTENANCE INCEN-
TIVE PROGRAM.—

(1) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary is au-
thorized to establish and implement an in-
centive program, with a similar structure as
the Foreign Language Proficiency Bonus of-
fered by the Department of Defense, to en-
courage members of the Foreign Service who
possess language proficiency in any of the
languages that qualify for additional incen-
tive pay, as determined by the Secretary, to
maintain critical foreign language skills.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of State shall submit a report to
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the appropriate committees of Congress that
includes a detailed plan for implementing
the program authorized under paragraph (1),
including anticipated resource requirements
to carry out such program.

(k) DEPARTMENT OF STATE WORKFORCE
MANAGEMENT.—

(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that informed, data-driven, and
long-term workforce management, including
with respect to the Foreign Service, the Civil
Service, locally employed staff, and contrac-
tors, is needed to align diplomatic priorities
with the appropriate personnel and re-
sources.

(2) ANNUAL WORKFORCE REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In order to understand
the Department’s long-term trends with re-
spect to its workforce, the Secretary, is con-
sultation with relevant bureaus and offices,
including the Bureau of Global Talent Man-
agement and the Center for Analytics, shall
submit a report to the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress that details the Depart-
ment’s workforce, disaggregated by Foreign
Service, Civil Service, locally employed
staff, and contractors, including, with re-
spect to the reporting period—

(i) for Federal personnel—

(I) the number of personnel who were
hired;

(IT) the number of personnel whose employ-
ment or contract was terminated or who vol-
untarily left the Department;

(III) the number of personnel who were pro-
moted, including the grade to which they
were promoted;

(IV) the demographic breakdown of per-
sonnel; and

(V) the distribution of the Department’s
workforce based on domestic and overseas
assignments, including a breakdown of the
number of personnel in geographic and func-
tional bureaus, and the number of personnel
in overseas missions by region; and

(ii) for personal service contracts and other
contracts with individuals—

(I) the number of individuals under active
contracts; and

(IT) the distribution of these individual
contractors, including a breakdown of the
number of personnel in geographic and func-
tional bureaus, and the number of individual
contractors supporting overseas missions,
disagreggated by region.

(B) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall submit the report
described in subparagraph (A) for each of the
fiscal years 2016 through 2022.

(C) RECURRING REPORT.—Not later than De-
cember 31, 2023, and annually thereafter for
the following 5 years, the Secretary shall
submit the report described in subparagraph
(A) for the most recently concluded fiscal
year.

(D) USE OF REPORT DATA.—The data in each
of the reports required under this paragraph
shall be used by Congress, in coordination
with the Secretary, to inform recommenda-
tions on the appropriate size and composi-
tion of the Department.

(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON THE IMPORTANCE
OF FILLING THE POSITION OF UNDERSECRETARY
FOR PUBLIC DIPLOMACY AND PUBLIC AF-
FAIRS.—It is the sense of Congress that since
a vacancy in the position of Under Secretary
for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs is
detrimental to the national security inter-
ests of the United States, the President
should expeditiously nominate a qualified in-
dividual to such position whenever such va-
cancy occurs to ensure that the bureaus re-
porting to such position are able to fulfill
their mission of—

(1) expanding and strengthening relation-
ships between the people of the TUnited
States and citizens of other countries; and

October 11, 2022

(2) engaging, informing, and understanding
the perspectives of foreign audiences.

(m) REPORT ON PUBLIC DIPLOMACY.—Not
later than 120 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary shall sub-
mit a report to the appropriate committees
of Congress that includes—

(1) an evaluation of the May 2019 merger of
the Bureau of Public Affairs and the Bureau
of International Information Programs into
the Bureau of Global Public Affairs with re-
spect to—

(A) the efficacy of the current configura-
tion of the bureaus reporting to the Under
Secretary for Public Diplomacy and Public
Affairs in achieving the mission of the De-
partment;

(B) the metrics before and after such merg-
er, including personnel data, disaggregated
by position and location, content production,
opinion polling, program evaluations, and
media appearances;

(C) the results of a survey of public diplo-
macy practitioners to determine their opin-
ion of the efficacy of such merger and any
adjustments that still need to be made;

(D) a plan for evaluating and monitoring,
not less frequently than once every 2 years,
the programs, activities, messaging, profes-
sional development efforts, and structure of
the Bureau of Global Public Affairs, and sub-
mitting a summary of each such evaluation
to the appropriate committees of Congress;
and

(2) a review of recent outside recommenda-
tions for modernizing diplomacy at the De-
partment with respect to public diplomacy
efforts, including—

(A) efforts in each of the bureaus reporting
to the Under Secretary for Public Diplomacy
and Public Affairs to address issues of diver-
sity and inclusion in their work, structure,
data collection, programming, and per-
sonnel, including any collaboration with the
Chief Officer for Diversity and Inclusion;

(B) proposals to collaborate with think
tanks and academic institutions working on
public diplomacy issues to implement recent
outside recommendations; and

(C) additional authorizations and appro-
priations necessary to implement such rec-
ommendations.

SEC. 5206. SECURITY CLEARANCE APPROVAL
PROCESS.

(a) RECOMMENDATIONS.—Not later than 270
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary, in coordination with the
Director of National Intelligence, shall sub-
mit recommendations to the appropriate
congressional committees for streamlining
the security clearance approval process with-
in the Bureau of Diplomatic Security so that
the security clearance approval process for
Civil Service and Foreign Service applicants
is completed within 6 months, on average,
and within 1 year, in the vast majority of
cases.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after
the recommendations are submitted pursu-
ant to subsection (a), the Secretary shall
submit a report to the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate, the Select
Committee on Intelligence of the Senate, the
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House
of Representatives, and the Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence of the House
of Representatives that—

(1) describes the status of the efforts of the
Department to streamline the security clear-
ance approval process; and

(2) identifies any remaining obstacles pre-
venting security clearances from being com-
pleted within the time frames set forth in
subsection (a), including lack of cooperation
or other actions by other Federal depart-
ments and agencies.
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SEC. 5207. ADDENDUM FOR STUDY ON FOREIGN
SERVICE ALLOWANCES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees an adden-
dum to the report required under section 5302
of the Department of State Authorization
Act of 2021 (division E of Public Law 117-81),
which shall be entitled the ‘‘Report on Bid-
ding for Domestic and Overseas Posts and
Filling Unfilled Positions’. The addendum
shall be prepared using input from the same
federally funded research and development
center that prepared the analysis conducted
for the purposes of such report.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The addendum required
under subsection (a) shall include—

(1) the total number of domestic and over-
seas positions open during the most recent
summer bidding cycle;

(2) the total number of bids each position
received;

(3) the number of unfilled positions at the
conclusion of the most recent summer bid-
ding cycle, disaggregated by bureau; and

(4) detailed recommendations and a
timeline for—

(A) increasing the number of qualified bid-
ders for underbid positions; and

(B) minimizing the number of unfilled posi-
tions at the end of the bidding season.

SEC. 5208. CURTAILMENTS, REMOVALS FROM
POST, AND WAIVERS OF PRIVILEGES
AND IMMUNITIES.

(a) CURTAILMENTS REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and every 180 days thereafter, the Secretary
shall submit a report to the appropriate con-
gressional committees regarding curtail-
ments of Department personnel from over-
seas posts.

(2) CONTENTS.—The Secretary shall include
in the report required under paragraph (1)—

(A) relevant information about any post
that, during the 6-month period preceding
the report—

(i) had more than 5 curtailments; or

(ii) had curtailments representing more
than 5 percent of Department personnel at
such post; and

(B) for each post referred to in subpara-
graph (A), the number of curtailments,
disaggregated by month of occurrence.

(b) REMOVAL OF DIPLOMATS.—Not later
than 5 days after the date on which any
United States personnel under Chief of Mis-
sion authority is declared persona non grata
by a host government, the Secretary shall—

(1) notify the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate, the Select Committee on
Intelligence of the Senate, the Committee on
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives, and the Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence of the House of Representa-
tives of such declaration; and

(2) include with such notification—

(A) the official reason for such declaration
(if provided by the host government);

(B) the date of the declaration; and

(C) whether the Department responded by
declaring a host government’s diplomat in
the United States persona non grata.

(c) WAIVER OF PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNI-
TIES.—Not later than 15 days after any waiv-
er of privileges and immunities pursuant to
the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Rela-
tions, done at Vienna April 18, 1961, that is
applicable to an entire diplomatic post or to
the majority of United States personnel
under Chief of Mission authority, the Sec-
retary shall notify the appropriate congres-
sional committees of such waiver and the
reason for such waiver.

(d) TERMINATION.—This section shall termi-
nate on the date that is 5 years after the
date of the enactment of this Act.
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SEC. 5209. REPORT ON WORLDWIDE AVAIL-
ABILITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit a report to the
appropriate congressional committees on the
feasibility of requiring that each member of
the Foreign Service, at the time of entry
into the Foreign Service and thereafter, be
worldwide available, as determined by the
Secretary.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include—

(1) the feasibility of a worldwide avail-
ability requirement for all members of the
Foreign Service;

(2) considerations if such a requirement
were to be implemented, including the po-
tential effect on recruitment and retention;
and

(3) recommendations for exclusions and
limitations, including exemptions for med-
ical reasons, disability, and other cir-
cumstances.

SEC. 5210. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

(a) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary shall
strongly encourage that Foreign Service of-
ficers seeking entry into the Senior Foreign
Service participate in professional develop-
ment described in subsection (c).

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit recommendations
on requiring that Foreign Service officers
complete professional development described
in subsection (c) to be eligible for entry into
the Senior Foreign Service.

() PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  DE-
SCRIBED.—Professional development de-
scribed in this subsection is not less than 6
months of training or experience outside of
the Department, including time spent—

(1) as a detailee to another government
agency, including Congress or a State, Trib-
al, or local government;

(2) in Department-sponsored and -funded
university training that results in an ad-
vanced degree, excluding time spent at a uni-
versity that is fully funded or operated by
the Federal Government.

(d) PROMOTION PRECEPTS.—The Secretary
shall instruct promotion boards to consider
positively long-term training and out-of-
agency detail assignments.

SEC. 5211. MANAGEMENT ASSESSMENTS AT DIP-
LOMATIC AND CONSULAR POSTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning not later than
1 year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall annually conduct,
at each diplomatic and consular post, a vol-
untary survey, which shall be offered to all
staff assigned to that post who are citizens
of the United States (excluding the Chief of
Mission) to assess the management and lead-
ership of that post by the Chief of Mission,
the Deputy Chief of Mission, and the Charge
d’Affaires.

(b) ANONYMITY.—AIl responses to the sur-
vey shall be—

(1) fully anonymized; and

(2) made available to the Director General
of the Foreign Service.

(c) SURVEY.—The survey shall seek to as-
sess—

(1) the general morale at post;

(2) the presence of any hostile work envi-
ronment;

(3) the presence of any harassment, dis-
crimination, retaliation, or other mistreat-
ment; and

(4) effective leadership and collegial work
environment.

(d) DIRECTOR GENERAL RECOMMENDA-
TIONS.—Upon compilation and review of the
surveys, the Director General of the Foreign
Service shall issue recommendations to
posts, as appropriate, based on the findings
of the surveys.
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(e) REFERRAL.—If the surveys reveal any
action that is grounds for referral to the In-
spector General of the Department of State
and the Foreign Service, the Director Gen-
eral of the Foreign Service may refer the
matter to the Inspector General of the De-
partment of State and the Foreign Service,
who shall, as the Inspector General considers
appropriate, conduct an inspection of the
post in accordance with section 209(b) of the
Foreign Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C.
3929(b)).

(f) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Director General
of the Foreign Service shall submit an an-
nual report to the appropriate congressional
committees that includes—

(1) any trends or summaries from the sur-
veys;

(2) the posts where corrective action was
recommended or taken in response to any
issues identified by the surveys; and

(3) the number of referrals to the Inspector
General of the Department of State and the
Foreign Service, as applicable.

(g) INITIAL BASIS.—The Secretary shall
carry out the surveys required under this
section on an initial basis for 5 years.

SEC. 5212. INDEPENDENT REVIEW OF PRO-
MOTION POLICIES.

Not later than 18 months after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller
General of the United States shall conduct a
comprehensive review of the policies, per-
sonnel, organization, and processes related
to promotions within the Department, in-
cluding—

(1) a review of—

(A) the selection and oversight of Foreign
Service promotion panels; and

(B) the use of quantitative data and
metrics in such panels;

(2) an assessment of the promotion prac-
tices of the Department, including how pro-
motion processes are communicated to the
workforce and appeals processes; and

(3) recommendations for improving pro-
motion panels and promotion practices.

SEC. 5213. THIRD PARTY VERIFICATION OF PER-
MANENT CHANGE OF STATION (PCS)
ORDERS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall establish a mechanism for third parties
to verify the employment of, and the valid-
ity of permanent change of station (PCS) or-
ders received by, members of the Foreign
Service, in a manner that protects the safe-
ty, security, and privacy of sensitive em-
ployee information.

SEC. 5214. POST-EMPLOYMENT RESTRICTIONS ON
SENATE-CONFIRMED OFFICIALS AT
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) Congress and the executive branch have
recognized the importance of preventing and
mitigating the potential for conflicts of in-
terest following government service, includ-
ing with respect to senior United States offi-
cials working on behalf of foreign govern-
ments; and

(2) Congress and the executive branch
should jointly evaluate the status and scope
of post-employment restrictions.

(b) RESTRICTIONS.—Section 1 of the State
Department Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22
U.S.C. 2651a) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“(m) EXTENDED POST-EMPLOYMENT RE-
STRICTIONS FOR CERTAIN SENATE-CONFIRMED
OFFICIALS.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

‘““(A) COUNTRY OF CONCERN.—The term
‘country of concern’ means—

‘‘(i) the People’s Republic of China;

‘‘(ii) the Russian Federation;

‘“(iii) the Islamic Republic of Iran;

‘‘(iv) the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea;
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‘(v) the Republic of Cuba; and

“(vi) the Syrian Arab Republic.

‘(B) FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ENTITY.—The
term ‘foreign governmental entity’ in-
cludes—

‘(i) any person employed by—

‘(I) any department, agency, or other enti-
ty of a foreign government at the national,
regional, or local level;

‘(IT) any governing party or coalition of a
foreign government at the national, re-
gional, or local level; or

“(IIT) any entity majority-owned or major-
ity-controlled by a foreign government at
the national, regional, or local level; and

‘‘(ii) in the case of a country described in
paragraph (3)(B), any company, economic
project, cultural organization, exchange pro-
gram, or nongovernmental organization that
is more than 33 percent owned or controlled
by the government of such country.

‘“(C) REPRESENTATION.—The term ‘rep-
resentation’ does not include representation
by an attorney, who is duly licensed and au-
thorized to provide legal advice in a United
States jurisdiction, of a person or entity in a
legal capacity or for the purposes of ren-
dering legal advice.

¢“(2) SECRETARY OF STATE AND DEPUTY SEC-
RETARY OF STATE.—With respect to a person
serving as the Secretary of State or Deputy
Secretary of State, the restrictions described
in section 207(f)(1) of title 18, United States
Code, shall apply to any such person who
knowingly represents, aids, or advises a for-
eign governmental entity before an officer or
employee of the executive branch of the
United States at any time after the termi-
nation of that person’s service as Secretary
or Deputy Secretary.

¢“(3) UNDER SECRETARIES, ASSISTANT SECRE-
TARIES, AND AMBASSADORS.—With respect to
a person serving as an Under Secretary, As-
sistant Secretary, or Ambassador at the De-
partment of State or as the United States
Permanent Representative to the United Na-
tions, the restrictions described in section
207(£)(1) of title 18, United States Code, shall
apply to any such person who knowingly rep-
resents, aids, or advises—

““(A) a foreign governmental entity before
an officer or employee of the executive
branch of the United States for 3 years after
the termination of that person’s service in a
position described in this paragraph, or the
duration of the term or terms of the Presi-
dent who appointed that person to their posi-
tion, whichever is longer; or

‘(B) a foreign governmental entity of a
country of concern before an officer or em-
ployee of the executive branch of the United
States at any time after the termination of
that person’s service in a position described
in this paragraph.

‘“(4) PENALTIES AND INJUNCTIONS.—Any vio-
lations of the restrictions under paragraphs
(2) or (3) shall be subject to the penalties and
injunctions provided for under section 216 of
title 18, United States Code.

‘“(6) NOTICE OF RESTRICTIONS.—ANy person
subject to the restrictions under this sub-
section shall be provided notice of these re-
strictions by the Department of State—

‘“(A) upon appointment by the President;
and

“(B) upon termination of service with the
Department of State.

‘“(6) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The restrictions
under this subsection shall apply only to per-
sons who are appointed by the President to
the positions referenced in this subsection on
or after 120 days after the date of the enact-
ment of the Department of State Authoriza-
tion Act of 2022.

‘() SUNSET.—The restrictions under para-
graph (3)(B) shall expire on the date that is
7 years after the date of the enactment of
this Act.”.
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SEC. 5215. EXPANSION OF AUTHORITIES REGARD-
ING SPECIAL RULES FOR CERTAIN
MONTHLY WORKERS’ COMPENSA-
TION PAYMENTS AND OTHER PAY-
MENTS.

Section 901 of division J of the Further
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2020 (22
U.S.C. 2680b) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

““(j) EXPANSION OF AUTHORITIES.—The head
of any Federal agency may exercise the au-
thorities of this section, including to des-
ignate an incident, whether the incident oc-
curred in the United States or abroad, for
purposes of subparagraphs (A)(ii) and (B)(ii)
of subsection (e)(4) when the incident affects
United States Government employees of the
agency or their dependents who are not
under the security responsibility of the Sec-
retary of State as set forth in section 103 of
the Omnibus Diplomatic Security and
Antiterrorism Act of 1986 (22 U.S.C. 4802) or
when operational control of overseas secu-
rity responsibility for such employees or de-
pendents has been delegated to the head of
the agency.”.

TITLE LIII—EMBASSY SECURITY AND
CONSTRUCTION
SEC. 5301. AMENDMENTS TO SECURE EMBASSY
CONSTRUCTION AND COUNTERTER-
RORISM ACT OF 1999.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘‘Secure Embassy Construction
and Counterterrorism Act of 2022°.

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) The Secure Embassy Construction and
Counterterrorism Act of 1999 (title VI of divi-
sion A of appendix G of Public Law 106-113)
was a necessary response to bombings on Au-
gust 7, 1998, at the United States embassies
in Nairobi, Kenya, and in Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania, that were destroyed by simulta-
neously exploding bombs. The resulting ex-
plosions killed 220 persons and injured more
than 4,000 others. Twelve Americans and 40
Kenyan and Tanzanian employees of the
United States Foreign Service were killed in
the attacks.

(2) Those bombings, followed by the expedi-
tionary diplomatic efforts in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, demonstrated the need to
prioritize the security of United States posts
and personnel abroad above other consider-
ations.

(3) Between 1999 and 2022, the risk calculus
of the Department impacted the ability of
United States diplomats around the world to
advance the interests of the United States
through access to local populations, leaders,
and places.

(4) America’s competitors and adversaries
do not have the same restrictions that
United States diplomats have, especially in
critically important medium-threat and
high-threat posts.

(5) The Department’s 2021 Overseas Secu-
rity Panel report states that—

(A) the requirement for setback and col-
location of diplomatic posts under para-
graphs (2) and (3) of section 606(a) of the Se-
cure Embassy Construction and Counterter-
rorism Act of 1999 (22 U.S.C. 4865(a)) has led
to skyrocketing costs of new embassies and
consulates; and

(B) the locations of such posts have become
less desirable, creating an extremely sub-
optimal nexus that further hinders United
States diplomats who are willing to accept
more risk in order to advance United States
interests.

(c) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the setback and collocation require-
ments referred to in subsection (b)(5)(A),
even with available waivers, no longer pro-
vide the security such requirements used to
provide because of advancement in tech-
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nologies, such as remote controlled drones,
that can evade walls and other such static
barriers;

(2) the Department should focus on cre-
ating performance security standards that—

(A) attempt to keep the setback require-
ments of diplomatic posts as limited as pos-
sible; and

(B) provide diplomats access to local popu-
lations as much as possible, while still pro-
viding a necessary level of security;

(3) collocation of diplomatic facilities is
often not feasible or advisable, particularly
for public diplomacy spaces whose mission is
to reach and be accessible to wide sectors of
the public, including in countries with re-
pressive governments, since such spaces are
required to permit the foreign public to
enter and exit the space easily and openly;

(4) the Bureau of Diplomatic Security
should—

(A) fully utilize the waiver process pro-
vided under paragraphs (2)(B) and (3)(B) of
section 606(a) of the Secure Embassy Con-
struction and Counterterrorism Act of 1999
(22 U.S.C. 4865(a)); and

(B) appropriately exercise such waiver
process as a tool to right-size the appro-
priate security footing at each diplomatic
post rather than only approving waivers in
extreme circumstances;

(5) the return of great power competition
requires—

(A) United States diplomats to do all they
can to outperform our adversaries; and

(B) the Department to better optimize use
of taxpayer funding to advance TUnited
States national interests; and

(6) this section will better enable United
States diplomats to compete in the 21st cen-
tury, while saving United States taxpayers
millions in reduced property and mainte-
nance costs at embassies and consulates
abroad.

(d) DEFINITION OF UNITED STATES DIPLO-
MATIC FACILITY.—Section 603 of the Secure
Embassy Construction and Counterterrorism
Act of 1999 (title VI of division A of appendix
G of Public Law 106-113) is amended to read
as follows:

“SEC. 603. UNITED STATES DIPLOMATIC FACILITY
DEFINED.

“In this title, the terms ‘United States dip-
lomatic facility’ and ‘diplomatic facility’
mean any chancery, consulate, or other of-
fice that—

‘(1) is considered by the Secretary of State
to be diplomatic or consular premises, con-
sistent with the Vienna Convention on Dip-
lomatic Relations, done at Vienna April 18,
1961, and the Vienna Convention on Consular
Relations, done at Vienna April 24, 1963, and
was notified to the host government as such;
or

‘“(2) is otherwise subject to a publicly
available bilateral agreement with the host
government (contained in the records of the
United States Department of State) that rec-
ognizes the official status of the United
States Government personnel present at the
facility.”.

(e) GUIDANCE AND REQUIREMENTS FOR DIP-
LOMATIC FACILITIES.—

(1) GUIDANCE FOR CLOSURE OF PUBLIC DIPLO-
MACY FACILITIES.—Section 5606(a) of the Pub-
lic Diplomacy Modernization Act of 2021
(Public Law 117-81; 22 U.S.C. 14752 note) is
amended to read as follows:

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In order to preserve pub-
lic diplomacy facilities that are accessible to
the publics of foreign countries, not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment
of the Secure Embassy Construction and
Counterterrorism Act of 2022, the Secretary
of State shall adopt guidelines to collect and
utilize information from each diplomatic
post at which the construction of a new em-
bassy compound or new consulate compound
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could result in the closure or co-location of
an American Space that is owned and oper-
ated by the United States Government, gen-
erally known as an American Center, or any
other public diplomacy facility under the Se-
cure Embassy Construction and Counterter-
rorism Act of 1999 (22 U.S.C. 4865 et seq.).”.

(2) SECURITY REQUIREMENTS FOR UNITED
STATES  DIPLOMATIC  FACILITIES.—Section
606(a) of the Secure Embassy Construction
and Counterterrorism Act of 1999 (22 U.S.C.
4865(a)) is amended—

(A) in paragraph (1)(A), by striking ‘‘the
threat’ and inserting ‘‘a range of threats, in-
cluding that’’;

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (A)—

(I) by inserting ‘‘in a location that has cer-
tain minimum ratings under the Security
Environment Threat List as determined by
the Secretary in his or her discretion’ after
“‘abroad’’; and

(IT) by inserting ¢, personnel of the Peace
Corps, and personnel of any other type or
category of facility that the Secretary may
identify’’ after ‘“‘military commander’’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (B)—

(I) by amending clause (i) to read as fol-
lows:

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), the
Secretary of State may waive subparagraph
(A) if the Secretary, in consultation with, as
appropriate, the head of each agency em-
ploying personnel that would not be located
at the site, if applicable, determines that it
is in the national interest of the United
States after taking account of any consider-
ations the Secretary in his or her discretion
considers relevant, which may include secu-
rity conditions.’”’; and

(IT) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘(ii) CHAN-
CERY OR CONSULATE BUILDING.—’’ and all that
follows through ‘15 days prior’’ and inserting
the following:

‘“(ii) CHANCERY OR CONSULATE BUILDING.—
Prior’’; and

(C) in paragraph (3)—

(i) by amending subparagraph (A) to read
as follows:

“(A) REQUIREMENT.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Each newly acquired
United States diplomatic facility in a loca-
tion that has certain minimum ratings under
the Security Environment Threat List as de-
termined by the Secretary of State in his or
her discretion shall—

“(I) be constructed or modified to meet the
measured building blast performance stand-
ard applicable to a diplomatic facility sited
not less than 100 feet from the perimeter of
the property on which the facility is situ-
ated; or

““(IT) fulfill the criteria described in clause
(ii).

‘(i) ALTERNATIVE ENGINEERING EQUIVA-
LENCY STANDARD REQUIREMENT.—Each facil-
ity referred to in clause (i) may, instead of
meeting the requirement under such clause,
fulfill such other criteria as the Secretary is
authorized to employ to achieve an engineer-
ing standard of security and degree of pro-
tection that is equivalent to the numerical
perimeter distance setback described in such
clause seeks to achieve.”’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (B)—

(I) in clause (i)—

(aa) by striking ‘‘security considerations
permit and’’; and

(bb) by inserting ‘‘after taking account of
any considerations the Secretary in his or
her discretion considers relevant, which may
include security conditions’ after ‘‘national
interest of the United States’’;

(IT) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘(ii) CHAN-
CERY OR CONSULATE BUILDING.—’’ and all that
follows through ‘15 days prior’’ and inserting
the following:
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‘‘(ii) CHANCERY OR CONSULATE BUILDING.—
Prior”’; and

(ITI) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘an annual”’
and inserting ‘‘a quarterly”’.

SEC. 5302. DIPLOMATIC SUPPORT AND SECURITY.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘‘Diplomatic Support and Secu-
rity Act of 2022.

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) A robust overseas diplomatic presence
is part of an effective foreign policy, particu-
larly in volatile environments where a flexi-
ble and timely diplomatic response can be
decisive in preventing and addressing con-
flict.

(2) Diplomats routinely put themselves and
their families at great personal risk to serve
their country overseas where they face
threats related to international terrorism,
violent conflict, and public health.

(3) The Department has a remarkable
record of protecting personnel while ena-
bling an enormous amount of global diplo-
matic activity, often in unsecure and remote
places and facing a variety of evolving risks
and threats. With support from Congress, the
Department of State has revised policy, im-
proved physical security through retrofitting
and replacing old facilities, deployed addi-
tional security personnel and armored vehi-
cles, and greatly enhanced training require-
ments and training facilities, including the
new Foreign Affairs Security Training Cen-
ter in Blackstone, Virginia.

(4) Diplomatic missions rely on robust
staffing and ambitious external engagement
to advance United States interests as diverse
as competing with China’s malign influence
around the world, fighting terrorism and
transnational organized crime, preventing
and addressing violent conflict and humani-
tarian disasters, promoting United States
businesses and trade, protecting the rights of
marginalized groups, addressing climate
change, and preventing pandemic disease.

(5) Efforts to protect personnel overseas
have often resulted in inhibiting diplomatic
activity and limiting engagement between
embassy personnel and local governments
and populations.

(6) Given that Congress currently provides
annual appropriations in excess of
$1,900,000,000 for embassy security, construc-
tion, and maintenance, the Department
should be able to ensure a robust overseas
presence without inhibiting the ability of
diplomats to—

(A) meet outside United States secured fa-
cilities with foreign leaders to explain, de-
fend, and advance United States priorities;

(B) understand and report on foreign polit-
ical, social, and economic conditions
through meeting and interacting with com-
munity officials outside of United States fa-
cilities;

(C) provide United States citizen services;
and

(D) collaborate and, at times, compete
with other diplomatic missions, particularly
those, such as that of the People’s Republic
of China, that do not have restrictions on
meeting locations.

(7) Given these stakes, Congress has a re-
sponsibility to empower, support, and hold
the Department accountable for imple-
menting an aggressive strategy to ensure a
robust overseas presence that mitigates po-
tential risks and adequately considers the
myriad direct and indirect consequences of a
lack of diplomatic presence.

(c) ENCOURAGING EXPEDITIONARY DIPLO-
MACY.—

(1) PURPOSE.—Section 102(b) of the Diplo-
matic Security Act of 1986 (22 U.S.C. 4801(b))
is amended—

(A) by amending paragraph (3) to read as
follows:
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“(3) to promote strengthened security
measures, institutionalize a culture of learn-
ing, and, in the case of apparent gross neg-
ligence or breach of duty, recommend that
the Secretary investigate accountability for
United States Government personnel with
security-related responsibilities under chief
of mission authority;”’;

(B) by redesignating paragraphs (4) and (5)
as paragraphs (b) and (6), respectively; and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(4) to support a culture of risk manage-
ment, instead of risk avoidance, that enables
the Department of State to pursue its vital
goals with full knowledge that it is neither
desirable nor possible for the Department to
avoid all risks;”’.

(2) BRIEFINGS ON EMBASSY SECURITY.—Sec-
tion 105(a)(1) of the Diplomatic Security Act
of 1986 (22 U.S.C. 4804(a)) is amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘any plans to open or re-
open a high risk, high threat post’” and in-
serting ‘‘progress towards opening or reopen-
ing a high risk, high threat post, and the
risk to national security of the continued
closure or any suspension of operations and
remaining barriers to doing so’’;

(B) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘the
risk to United States national security of
the post’s continued closure or suspension of
operations,” after ‘‘national security of the
United States,”’; and

(C) in subparagraph (C), by inserting ‘‘the
type and level of security threats such post
could encounter, and” before ‘‘security
‘tripwires’ .

(d) SECURITY REVIEW COMMITTEES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 301 of the Diplo-
matic Security Act of 1986 (22 U.S.C. 4831) is
amended—

(A) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘Ac-
COUNTABILITY REVIEW BOARDS’’ and inserting
‘‘SECURITY REVIEW COMMITTEES’;

(B) in subsection (a)—

(i) by amending paragraph (1) to read as
follows:

‘(1) CONVENING THE SECURITY REVIEW COM-
MITTEE.—In any case of a serious security in-
cident involving loss of life, serious injury,
or significant destruction of property at, or
related to, a United States Government dip-
lomatic mission abroad (referred to in this
title as a ‘Serious Security Incident’), and in
any case of a serious breach of security in-
volving intelligence activities of a foreign
government directed at a United States Gov-
ernment mission abroad, the Secretary of
State shall convene a Security Review Com-
mittee, which shall issue a report providing
a full account of what occurred, consistent
with section 304.”’;

(C) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3)
as paragraphs (3) and (4), respectively;

(D) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing:

‘(2) COMMITTEE COMPOSITION.—The Sec-
retary shall designate a Chairperson and
may designate additional personnel of com-
mensurate seniority to serve on the Security
Review Committee, which shall include—

‘“(A) the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment Strategy and Solutions;

‘“(B) the Assistant Secretary responsible
for the region where the incident occurred;

“(C) the Assistant Secretary of State for
Diplomatic Security;

‘(D) the Assistant Secretary of State for
Intelligence and Research;

‘“(E) an Assistant Secretary-level rep-
resentative from any involved United States
Government department or agency; and

‘“(F') other personnel determined to be nec-
essary or appropriate.’’;

(i) in paragraph (3), as redesignated by
clause (ii)—

(I) in the paragraph heading, by striking
“DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE FACILITIES AND
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PERSONNEL’’ and inserting ‘‘EXCEPTIONS TO
CONVENING A SECURITY REVIEW COMMITTEE"’;

(II) by striking ‘“The Secretary of State is
not required to convene a Board in the case”
and inserting the following:

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
is not required to convene a Security Review
Committee—

‘(i) if the Secretary determines that the
incident involves only causes unrelated to
security, such as when the security at issue
is outside of the scope of the Secretary of
State’s security responsibilities under sec-
tion 103;

‘‘(ii) if operational control of overseas se-
curity functions has been delegated to an-
other agency in accordance with section 106;

¢“(iii) if the incident is a cybersecurity in-
cident and is covered by other review mecha-
nisms; or

‘“(iv) in the case’’; and

(ITI) by striking “‘In any such case’ and in-
serting the following:

‘(B) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE INVESTIGA-
TIONS.—In the case of an incident described
in subparagraph (A)(iv)’’; and

(E) by adding at the end the following:

‘(5) RULEMAKING.—The Secretary of State
shall promulgate regulations defining the
membership and operating procedures for the
Security Review Committee and provide
such guidance to the Chair and ranking
members of the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate and the Committee on
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives.”’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by striking
“BOARDS” and inserting ‘‘SECURITY REVIEW
COMMITTEES”’; and

(B) by amending paragraph (1) to read as
follows:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
shall convene a Security Review Committee
not later than 60 days after the occurrence of
an incident described in subsection (a)(1), or
60 days after the Department first becomes
aware of such an incident, whichever is ear-
lier, except that the 60-day period for con-
vening a Security Review Committee may be
extended for one additional 60-day period if
the Secretary determines that the additional
period is necessary.’’; and

(3) by amending subsection (c) to read as
follows:

‘‘(c) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—When-
ever the Secretary of State convenes a Secu-
rity Review Committee, the Secretary shall
promptly inform the chair and ranking mem-
ber of—

‘(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations
of the Senate;

‘“(2) the Select Committee on Intelligence
of the Senate;

‘“(3) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives; and

‘“(4) the Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence of the House of Representa-
tives’.

(e) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—Section 302 of the Diplomatic Secu-
rity Act of 1986 (22 U.S.C. 4832) is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘Ac-
COUNTABILITY REVIEW BOARD’’ and inserting
‘‘SECURITY REVIEW COMMITTEE’’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘a Board’ each place such
term appears and inserting ‘‘a Security Re-
view Committee”.

(f) SERIOUS SECURITY INCIDENT INVESTIGA-
TION PROCESS.—Section 303 of the Diplomatic
Security Act of 1986 (22 U.S.C. 4833) is amend-
ed to read as follows:

“SEC. 303. SERIOUS SECURITY INCIDENT INVES-
TIGATION PROCESS.

‘‘(a) INVESTIGATION PROCESS.—

(1) INITIATION UPON REPORTED INCIDENT.—
A United States mission shall submit an ini-
tial report of a Serious Security Incident not
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later than 3 days after such incident occurs,
whenever feasible, at which time an inves-
tigation of the incident shall be initiated.

‘“(2) INVESTIGATION.—Not later than 10 days
after the submission of a report pursuant to
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall direct the
Diplomatic Security Service to assemble an
investigative team to investigate the inci-
dent and independently establish what oc-
curred. Each investigation under this sub-
section shall cover—

‘“(A) an assessment of what occurred, who
perpetrated or is suspected of having per-
petrated the Serious Security Incident, and
whether applicable security procedures were
followed;

‘“(B) in the event the Serious Security Inci-
dent involved a United States diplomatic
compound, motorcade, residence, or other fa-
cility, an assessment of whether adequate se-
curity countermeasures were in effect based
on a known threat at the time of the inci-
dent;

‘(C) if the incident involved an individual
or group of officers, employees, or family
members under Chief of Mission security re-
sponsibility conducting approved operations
or movements outside the United States mis-
sion, an assessment of whether proper secu-
rity briefings and procedures were in place
and whether weighing of risk of the oper-
ation or movement took place; and

‘(D) an assessment of whether the failure
of any officials or employees to follow proce-
dures or perform their duties contributed to
the security incident.

‘“(3) INVESTIGATIVE TEAM.—The investiga-
tive team assembled pursuant to paragraph
(2) shall consist of individuals from the Dip-
lomatic Security Service who shall provide
an independent examination of the facts sur-
rounding the incident and what occurred.
The Secretary, or the Secretary’s designee,
shall review the makeup of the investigative
team for a conflict, appearance of conflict,
or lack of independence that could under-
mine the results of the investigation and
may remove or replace any members of the
team to avoid such an outcome.

““(b) REPORT OF INVESTIGATION.—Not later
than 90 days after the occurrence of a Seri-
ous Security Incident, the investigative
team investigating the incident shall pre-
pare and submit a Report of Investigation to
the Security Review Committee that in-
cludes—

‘(1) a detailed description of the matters
set forth in subparagraphs (A) through (D) of
subsection (a)(2), including all related find-
ings;

‘“(2) a complete and accurate account of
the casualties, injuries, and damage result-
ing from the incident; and

““(3) a review of security procedures and di-
rectives in place at the time of the incident.

‘“(c) CONFIDENTIALITY.—The investigative
team investigating a Serious Security Inci-
dent shall adopt such procedures with re-
spect to confidentiality as determined nec-
essary, including procedures relating to the
conduct of closed proceedings or the submis-
sion and use of evidence in camera, to ensure
in particular the protection of classified in-
formation relating to national defense, for-
eign policy, or intelligence matters. The Di-
rector of National Intelligence shall estab-
lish the level of protection required for intel-
ligence information and for information re-
lating to intelligence personnel included in
the report required under subsection (b). The
Security Review Committee shall determine
the level of classification of the final report
prepared pursuant to section 304(b), and shall
incorporate the same confidentiality meas-
ures in such report to the maximum extent
practicable.”.

(g) FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
SECURITY REVIEW COMMITTEE.—Section 304 of
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the Diplomatic Security Act of 1986 (22
U.S.C. 4834) is amended to read as follows:

“SEC. 304. SECURITY REVIEW COMMITTEE FIND-
INGS AND REPORT.

‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—The Security Review Com-
mittee shall—

‘(1) review the Report of Investigation pre-
pared pursuant to section 303(b), and all
other evidence, reporting, and relevant infor-
mation relating to a Serious Security Inci-
dent at a United States mission abroad, in-
cluding an examination of the facts and cir-
cumstances surrounding any serious injuries,
loss of life, or significant destruction of
property resulting from the incident; and

‘“(2) determine, in writing—

‘“(A) whether the incident was security re-
lated and constituted a Serious Security In-
cident;

‘(B) if the incident involved a diplomatic
compound, motorcade, residence, or other
mission facility—

‘(i) whether the security systems, security
countermeasures, and security procedures
operated as intended; and

‘“(ii) whether such systems worked to ma-
terially mitigate the attack or were found to
be inadequate to mitigate the threat and at-
tack;

“(C) if the incident involved an individual
or group of officers conducting an approved
operation outside the mission, whether a
valid process was followed in evaluating the
requested operation and weighing the risk of
the operation, which determination shall not
seek to assign accountability for the inci-
dent unless the Security Review Committee
determines that an official breached his or
her duty;

‘(D) the impact of intelligence and infor-
mation availability, and whether the mission
was aware of the general operating threat
environment or any more specific threat in-
telligence or information and took that into
account in ongoing and specific operations;
and

‘“(E) any other facts and circumstances
that may be relevant to the appropriate se-
curity management of United States mis-
sions abroad.

*“(b) REPORT.—

(1) SUBMISSION TO SECRETARY OF STATE.—
Not later than 60 days after receiving the Re-
port of Investigation prepared pursuant to
section 303(b), the Security Review Com-
mittee shall submit a report to the Sec-
retary of State that includes—

‘“(A) the findings described in subsection
(a); and

‘(B) any related recommendations.

‘(2) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 90 days after receiving the report pursu-
ant to paragraph (1), the Secretary of State
shall submit a copy of the report to—

‘““(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations
of the Senate;

‘“(B) the Select Committee on Intelligence
of the Senate;

‘(C) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives; and

‘(D) the Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence of the House of Representatives.

‘(c) PERSONNEL RECOMMENDATIONS.—If in
the course of conducting an investigation
under section 303, the investigative team
finds reasonable cause to believe any indi-
vidual described in section 303(a)(2)(D) has
breached the duty of that individual or finds
lesser failures on the part of an individual in
the performance of his or her duties related
to the incident, it shall be reported to the
Security Review Committee. If the Security
Review Committee finds reasonable cause to
support the determination, it shall be re-
ported to the Secretary for appropriate ac-
tion.”.
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(h) RELATION TO OTHER PROCEEDINGS.—Sec-
tion 305 of the Diplomatic Security Act of
1986 (22 U.S.C. 4835) is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘(a) NO EFFECT ON EXIST-
ING REMEDIES OR DEFENSES.—”’ before ‘“Noth-
ing in this title’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(b) FUTURE INQUIRIES.—Nothing in this
title may be construed to preclude the Sec-
retary of State from convening a follow-up
public board of inquiry to investigate any se-
curity incident if the incident was of such
magnitude or significance that an internal
process is deemed insufficient to understand
and investigate the incident. All materials
gathered during the procedures provided
under this title shall be provided to any re-
lated board of inquiry convened by the Sec-
retary.”.

SEC. 5303. ESTABLISHMENT OF UNITED STATES
EMBASSIES IN VANUATU, KIRIBATI,
AND TONGA.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) The Pacific Islands are vital to United
States national security and national inter-
ests in the Indo-Pacific region and globally.

(2) The Pacific Islands region spans 15 per-
cent of the world’s surface area and controls
access to open waters in the Central Pacific,
sea lanes to the Western Hemisphere, supply
lines to United States forward-deployed
forces in East Asia, and economically impor-
tant fisheries.

(3) The Pacific Islands region is home to
the State of Hawaii, 11 United States terri-
tories, United States Naval Base Guam, and
United States Andersen Air Force Base.

(4) Pacific Island countries cooperate with
the United States and United States part-
ners on maritime security and efforts to stop
illegal, unreported, and destructive fishing.

(5) The Pacific Islands are rich in biodiver-
sity and are on the frontlines of environ-
mental challenges and climate issues.

(6) The People’s Republic of China (PRC)
seeks to increase its influence in the Pacific
Islands region, including through infrastruc-
ture development under the PRC’s One Belt,
One Road Initiative and its new security
agreement with the Solomon Islands.

(7) The United States Embassy in Papua
New Guinea manages the diplomatic affairs
of the United States to the Republic of
Vanuatu, and the United States Embassy in
Fiji manages the diplomatic affairs of the
United States to the Republic of Kiribati and
the Kingdom of Tonga.

(8) The United States requires a physical
diplomatic presence in the Republic of
Vanuatu, the Republic of Kiribati, and the
Kingdom of Tonga, to ensure the physical
and operational security of our efforts in
those countries to deepen relations, protect
United States national security, and pursue
United States national interests.

(9) Increasing the number of United States
embassies dedicated solely to a Pacific Is-
land country demonstrates the United
States’ ongoing commitment to the region
and to the Pacific Island countries.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF EMBASSIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
should establish physical United States em-
bassies in the Republic of Kiribati and in the
Kingdom of Tonga, and a physical presence
in the Republic of Vanuatu as soon as pos-
sible.

(2) OTHER STRATEGIES.—

(A) PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE.—In estab-
lishing embassies pursuant to paragraph (1)
and creating the physical infrastructure to
ensure the physical and operational safety of
embassy personnel, the Secretary may pur-
sue rent or purchase existing buildings or co-
locate personnel in embassies of like-minded
partners, such as Australia and New Zealand.
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(B) PERSONNEL.—In establishing a physical
presence in the Republic of Vanuatu pursu-
ant to paragraph (1), the Secretary may as-
sign 1 or more United States Government
personnel to the Republic of Vanuatu as part
of the United States mission in Papua New
Guinea.

(3) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—The President may
waive the requirements under paragraph (1)
for a period of one year if the President de-
termines and reports to Congress in advance
that such waiver is necessary to protect the
national security interests of the United
States.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Of
the amounts authorized to be appropriated
to the Department of State for Embassy Se-
curity, Construction, and Maintenance—

(1) $40,200,000 is authorized to be appro-
priated for fiscal year 2023 for the establish-
ment and maintenance of the 3 embassies au-
thorized to be established under subsection
(b); and

(2) $3,000,000 is authorized to be appro-
priated for fiscal year 2024 to maintain such
embassies.

(d) REPORT.—

(1) DEFINED TERM.—In this subsection, the
term ‘‘appropriate committees of Congress”’
means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate;

(C) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives; and

(D) the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives.

(2) PROGRESS REPORT.—Not later than 180
days following the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of State shall submit
to the appropriate committees of Congress a
report that includes—

(A) a description of the status of activities
carried out to achieve the objectives de-
scribed in this section;

(B) an estimate of when embassies and a
physical presence will be fully established
pursuant to subsection (b)(1); and

(C) an update on events in the Pacific Is-
lands region relevant to the establishment of
United States embassies, including activities
by the People’s Republic of China.

(3) REPORT ON FINAL DISPOSITION.—Not
later than 2 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit
a report to the appropriate committees of
Congress that—

(A) confirms the establishment of the 2 em-
bassies and the physical presence required
under subsection (b)(1); or

(B) if the embassies and physical presence
required in subsection (b)(1) have not been
established, a justification for such failure
to comply with such requirement.

TITLE LIV—A DIVERSE WORKFORCE: RE-
CRUITMENT, RETENTION, AND PRO-
MOTION

SEC. 5401. REPORT ON BARRIERS TO APPLYING

FOR EMPLOYMENT WITH THE DE-
PARTMENT OF STATE.

Not later than 120 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall submit a report to the appropriate con-
gressional committees that—

(1) identifies any barriers for applicants
applying for employment with the Depart-
ment;

(2) provides demographic data of online ap-
plicants during the most recent 3 years
disaggregated by race, ethnicity, sex, age,
veteran status, disability, geographic region;

(3) assesses any barriers that exist for ap-
plying online for employment with the De-
partment, disaggregated by race, ethnicity,
sex, age, veteran status, disability, geo-
graphic region; and
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(4) includes recommendations for address-
ing any disparities identified in the online
application process.

SEC. 5402. COLLECTION, ANALYSIS, AND DISSEMI-
NATION OF WORKFORCE DATA.

(a) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall submit a report to
the appropriate congressional committees
that includes disaggregated demographic
data and other information regarding the di-
versity of the workforce of the Department.

(b) DATA.—The report required under sub-
section (a) shall include, to the maximum
extent that the collection and dissemination
of such data can be done in a way that pro-
tects the confidentiality of individuals and is
otherwise permissible by law—

(1) demographic data on each element of
the workforce of the Department during the
5-year period ending on the date of the en-
actment of this Act, disaggregated by rank
and grade or grade-equivalent, with respect
to—

(A) individuals hired to join the workforce;

(B) individuals promoted, including pro-
motions to and within the Senior Executive
Service or the Senior Foreign Service;

(C) individuals serving as special assistants
in any of the offices of the Secretary of
State, the Deputy Secretary of State, the
Counselor of the Department of State, the
Secretary’s Policy Planning Staff, the Under
Secretary of State for Arms Control and
International Security, the Under Secretary
of State for Civilian Security, Democracy,
and Human Rights, the Under Secretary of
State for Economic Growth, Energy, and the
Environment, the Under Secretary of State
for Management, the Under Secretary of
State for Political Affairs, and the Under
Secretary of State for Public Diplomacy and
Public Affairs;

(D) individuals serving in each bureau’s
front office;

(E) individuals serving as detailees to the
National Security Council;

(F) individuals serving on applicable selec-
tion boards;

(G) members of any external advisory com-
mittee or board who are subject to appoint-
ment by individuals at senior positions in
the Department;

(H) individuals participating in profes-
sional development programs of the Depart-
ment and the extent to which such partici-
pants have been placed into senior positions
within the Department after such participa-
tion;

(I) individuals participating in mentorship
or retention programs; and

(J) individuals who separated from the
agency, including individuals in the Senior
Executive Service or the Senior Foreign
Service;

(2) an assessment of agency compliance
with the essential elements identified in
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
Management Directive 715, effective October
1, 2003; and

(3) data on the overall number of individ-
uals who are part of the workforce, the per-
centages of such workforce corresponding to
each element specified in paragraph (1), and
the percentages corresponding to each rank,
grade, or grade equivalent.

(c) EFFECTIVENESS OF DEPARTMENT EF-
FORTS.—The report required under sub-
section (a) shall describe and assess the ef-
fectiveness of the efforts of the Depart-
ment—

(1) to propagate fairness, impartiality, and
inclusion in the work environment, both do-
mestically and abroad;

(2) to enforce anti-harassment and anti-dis-
crimination policies, both domestically and
at posts overseas;
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(3) to refrain from engaging in unlawful
discrimination in any phase of the employ-
ment process, including recruitment, hiring,
evaluation, assignments, promotion, reten-
tion, and training;

(4) to prevent retaliation against employ-
ees for participating in a protected equal em-
ployment opportunity activity or for report-
ing sexual harassment or sexual assault;

(6) to provide reasonable accommodation
for qualified employees and applicants with
disabilities; and

(6) to recruit a representative workforce
by—

(A) recruiting women, persons with disabil-
ities, and minorities;

(B) recruiting at women’s colleges, histori-
cally Black colleges and universities, minor-
ity-serving institutions, and other institu-
tions serving a significant percentage of mi-
nority students;

(C) placing job advertisements in news-
papers, magazines, and job sites oriented to-
ward women and minorities;

(D) sponsoring and recruiting at job fairs
in urban and rural communities and at land-
grant colleges or universities;

(E) providing opportunities through the
Foreign Service Internship Program under
chapter 12 of the Foreign Service Act of 1980
(22 U.S.C. 4141 et seq.), and other hiring ini-
tiatives;

(F) recruiting mid-level and senior-level
professionals through programs designed to
increase representation in international af-
fairs of people belonging to traditionally
under-
represented groups;

(G) offering the Foreign Service written
and oral assessment examinations in several
locations throughout the United States or
via online platforms to reduce the burden of
applicants having to travel at their own ex-
pense to take either or both such examina-
tions;

(H) expanding the use of paid internships;
and

(I) supporting recruiting and hiring oppor-
tunities through—

(i) the Charles B. Rangel International Af-
fairs Fellowship Program;

(ii) the Thomas R. Pickering Foreign Af-
fairs Fellowship Program; and

(iii) other initiatives, including agency-
wide policy initiatives.

(d) ANNUAL REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the publication of the report required under
subsection (a), the Secretary of State shall
submit a report to the appropriate congres-
sional committees, and make such report
available on the Department’s website, that
includes, without compromising the con-
fidentiality of individuals and to the extent
otherwise consistent with law—

(A) disaggregated demographic data, to the
maximum extent that collection of such data
is permissible by law, relating to the work-
force and information on the status of diver-
sity and inclusion efforts of the Department;

(B) an analysis of applicant flow data, to
the maximum extent that collection of such
data is permissible by law; and

(C) disaggregated demographic data relat-
ing to participants in professional develop-
ment programs of the Department and the
rate of placement into senior positions for
participants in such programs.

(2) COMBINATION WITH OTHER ANNUAL RE-
PORT.—The report required under paragraph
(1) may be combined with another annual re-
port required by law, to the extent prac-
ticable.

SEC. 5403. CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE IN FOR-
EIGN AFFAIRS AND ASSISTANCE.

(a) PURPOSE.—The purposes of this section

are—
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(1) to advance the values and interests of
the United States overseas through pro-
grams that foster innovation, competitive-
ness, and a diversity of backgrounds, views,
and experience in the formulation and imple-
mentation of United States foreign policy
and assistance; and

(2) to create opportunities for specialized
research, education, training, professional
development, and leadership opportunities
for individuals belonging to an underrep-
resented group within the Department and
USAID.

(b) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary and the Ad-
ministrator of USAID shall conduct a study
on the feasibility of establishing Centers of
Excellence in Foreign Affairs and Assistance
(referred to in this section as the ‘‘Centers of
Excellence’) within institutions that serve
individuals belonging to an underrepresented
group to focus on 1 or more of the areas de-
scribed in paragraph (2).

(2) ELEMENTS.—In conducting the study re-
quired under paragraph (1), the Secretary
and the Administrator, respectively, shall
consider—

(A) opportunities to enter into public-pri-
vate partnerships that will—

(i) increase diversity in foreign affairs and
foreign assistance Federal careers;

(ii) prepare a diverse cadre of students (in-
cluding nontraditional, mid-career, part-
time, and heritage students) and nonprofit or
business professionals with the skills and
education needed to meaningfully contribute
to the formulation and execution of United
States foreign policy and assistance;

(iii) support the conduct of research, edu-
cation, and extension programs that reflect
diverse perspectives and a wide range of
views of world regions and international af-
fairs—

(I) to assist in the development of regional
and functional foreign policy skills;

(IT) to strengthen international develop-
ment and humanitarian assistance programs;
and

(ITII) to strengthen democratic institutions
and processes in policymaking, including
supporting public policies that engender eq-
uitable and inclusive societies and focus on
challenges and inequalities in education,
health, wealth, justice, and other sectors
faced by diverse communities;

(iv) enable domestic and international edu-
cational, internship, fellowship, faculty ex-
change, training, employment or other inno-
vative programs to acquire or strengthen
knowledge of foreign languages, cultures, so-
cieties, and international skills and perspec-
tives;

(v) support collaboration among institu-
tions of higher education, including commu-
nity colleges, nonprofit organizations, and
corporations, to strengthen the engagement
between experts and specialists in the for-
eign affairs and foreign assistance fields; and

(vi) leverage additional public-private
partnerships with nonprofit organizations,
foundations, corporations, institutions of
higher education, and the Federal Govern-
ment; and

(B) budget and staffing requirements, in-
cluding appropriate sources of funding, for
the establishment and conduct of operations
of such Centers of Excellence.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 120 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit a report to the appro-
priate congressional committees that con-
tains the findings of the study conducted
pursuant to subsection (b).

SEC. 5404. INSTITUTE FOR TRANSATLANTIC EN-
GAGEMENT.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary is authorized to establish
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the Institute for Transatlantic Engagement
(referred to in this section as the ‘‘Insti-
tute”’).

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the Institute
shall be to strengthen national security by
highlighting, to a geographically diverse set
of populations from the United States, Can-
ada, and European nations, the importance
of the transatlantic relationship and the
threats posed by adversarial countries, such
as the Russian Federation and the People’s
Republic of China, to democracy, free-mar-
ket economic principles, and human rights,
with the aim that lessons learned from the
Institute will be shared across the United
States and Europe.

(c) DIRECTOR.—The Institute shall be head-
ed by a Director, who shall have expertise in
transatlantic relations and diverse popu-
lations in the United States and Europe.

(d) SCOPE AND ACTIVITIES.—The Institute
shall—

(1) strengthen knowledge of the formation
and implementation of transatlantic policies
critical to national security, including the
threats posed by the Russian Federation and
the People’s Republic of China;

(2) increase awareness of the roles of gov-
ernment and nongovernmental actors, such
as multilateral organizations, businesses,
civil society actors, academia, think tanks,
and philanthropic institutions, in trans-
atlantic policy development and execution;

(3) increase understanding of the manner
in which diverse backgrounds and perspec-
tives affect the development of transatlantic
policies;

(4) enhance the skills, abilities, and effec-
tiveness of government officials at national
and international levels;

(5) increase awareness of the importance
of, and interest in, international public serv-
ice careers;

(6) annually invite not fewer than 30 indi-
viduals to participate in programs of the In-
stitute;

(7) not less than 3 times annually, convene
representatives of the Government of the
United States, the Government of Canada,
and of governments of European nations for
a program offered by the Institute that is
not less than 2 days in duration; and

(8) develop metrics to track the success
and efficacy of the program.

(e) ELIGIBILITY TO PARTICIPATE.—Partici-
pants in the programs of the Institute shall
include elected government officials—

(1) serving at national, regional, or local
levels in the United States, Canada, and Eu-
ropean nations; and

(2) who represent geographically diverse
backgrounds or constituencies in the United
States, Canada, and Europe.

(f) SELECTION OF PARTICIPANTS.—

(1) UNITED STATES PARTICIPANTS.—Partici-
pants from the United States shall be ap-
pointed in an equally divided manner by—

(A) the chairpersons and ranking members
of the appropriate congressional committees;

(B) the Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives and the Minority Leader of the House
of Representatives; and

(C) the Majority Leader of the Senate and
the Minority Leader of the Senate.

(2) EUROPEAN AND CANADIAN PARTICI-
PANTS.—Participants from Europe and Can-
ada shall be appointed by the Secretary, in
consultation with—

(A) the chairpersons and ranking members
of the appropriate congressional committees;

(B) the Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives and the Minority Leader of the House
of Representatives; and

(C) the Majority Leader of the Senate and
the Minority Leader of the Senate.

(g) RESTRICTIONS.—

(1) UNPAID PARTICIPATION.—Participants in
the Institute may not be paid a salary for
such participation.
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(2) REIMBURSEMENT.—The Institute may
pay or reimburse participants for reasonable
travel, lodging, and food in connection with
participation in the program.

(3) TRAVEL.—No funds authorized to be ap-
propriated under subsection (h) may be used
for travel for Members of Congress to par-
ticipate in Institute activities.

(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated up to
$750,000 for fiscal year 2023 to carry out this
section.

SEC. 5405. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this division may be construed
as altering existing law regarding merit sys-
tem principles.

TITLE LV—-INFORMATION SECURITY AND
CYBER DIPLOMACY

UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL
CYBERSPACE POLICY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—It is the policy of the
United States—

(1) to work internationally to promote an
open, interoperable, reliable, and secure
internet governed by the multi-stakeholder
model, which—

(A) promotes democracy, the rule of law,
and human rights, including freedom of ex-
pression;

(B) supports the ability to innovate, com-
municate, and promote economic prosperity;
and

(C) is designed to protect privacy and
guard against deception, malign influence,
incitement to violence, harassment and
abuse, fraud, and theft;

(2) to encourage and aid United States al-
lies and partners in improving their own
technological capabilities and resiliency to
pursue, defend, and protect shared interests
and values, free from coercion and external
pressure; and

(3) in furtherance of the efforts described
in paragraphs (1) and (2)—

(A) to provide incentives to the private
sector to accelerate the development of the
technologies referred to in such paragraphs;

(B) to modernize and harmonize with allies
and partners export controls and investment
screening regimes and associated policies
and regulations; and

(C) to enhance United States leadership in
technical standards-setting bodies and ave-
nues for developing norms regarding the use
of digital tools.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—In implementing the
policy described in subsection (a), the Presi-
dent, in consultation with outside actors, as
appropriate, including private sector compa-
nies, nongovernmental organizations, secu-
rity researchers, and other relevant stake-
holders, in the conduct of bilateral and mul-
tilateral relations, shall strive—

(1) to clarify the applicability of inter-
national laws and norms to the use of infor-
mation and communications technology (re-
ferred to in this subsection as ““ICT”");

(2) to reduce and limit the risk of esca-
lation and retaliation in cyberspace, damage
to critical infrastructure, and other mali-
cious cyber activity that impairs the use and
operation of critical infrastructure that pro-
vides services to the public;

(3) to cooperate with like-minded countries
that share common values and cyberspace
policies with the United States, including re-
spect for human rights, democracy, and the
rule of law, to advance such values and poli-
cies internationally;

(4) to encourage the responsible develop-
ment of new, innovative technologies and
ICT products that strengthen a secure inter-
net architecture that is accessible to all;

(5) to secure and implement commitments
on responsible country behavior in cyber-
space, including commitments by coun-
tries—
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(A) not to conduct, or knowingly support,
cyber-enabled theft of intellectual property,
including trade secrets or other confidential
business information, with the intent of pro-
viding competitive advantages to companies
or commercial sectors;

(B) to take all appropriate and reasonable
efforts to keep their territories clear of in-
tentionally wrongful acts using ICT in viola-
tion of international commitments;

(C) not to conduct or knowingly support
ICT activity that intentionally damages or
otherwise impairs the use and operation of
critical infrastructure providing services to
the public, in violation of international law;

(D) to take appropriate measures to pro-
tect the country’s critical infrastructure
from ICT threats;

(E) not to conduct or knowingly support
malicious international activity that harms
the information systems of authorized inter-
national emergency response teams (also
known as ‘‘computer emergency response
teams’ or ‘‘cybersecurity incident response
teams’’) of another country or authorize
emergency response teams to engage in ma-
licious international activity, in violation of
international law;

(F) to respond to appropriate requests for
assistance to mitigate malicious ICT activ-
ity emanating from their territory and
aimed at the critical infrastructure of an-
other country;

(G) to not restrict cross-border data flows
or require local storage or processing of
data; and

(H) to protect the exercise of human rights
and fundamental freedoms on the internet,
while recognizing that the human rights
that people have offline also need to be pro-
tected online; and

(6) to advance, encourage, and support the
development and adoption of internationally
recognized technical standards and best
practices.

SEC. 5502. BUREAU OF CYBERSPACE AND DIG-
ITAL POLICY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1 of the State De-
partment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22
U.S.C. 2651a), is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (i) and (j)
as subsection (j) and (k), respectively;

(2) by redesignating subsection (h) (as
added by section 361(a)(1) of division FF of
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021
(Public Law 116-260)) as subsection (1); and

(3) by inserting after subsection (h) the fol-
lowing:

‘(i) BUREAU OF CYBERSPACE AND DIGITAL
PoLICcY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established,
within the Department of State, the Bureau
of Cyberspace and Digital Policy (referred to
in this subsection as the ‘Bureau’). The head
of the Bureau shall have the rank and status
of ambassador and shall be appointed by the
President, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate.

““(2) DUTIES.—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The head of the Bureau
shall perform such duties and exercise such
powers as the Secretary of State shall pre-
scribe, including implementing the diplo-
matic and foreign policy aspects of the pol-
icy described in section 5501(a) of the Depart-
ment of State Authorization Act of 2022.

‘(B) DUTIES DESCRIBED.—The principal du-
ties and responsibilities of the head of the
Bureau shall, in furtherance of the diplo-
matic and foreign policy mission of the De-
partment, be—

‘(i) to serve as the principal cyberspace
policy official within the senior management
of the Department of State and as the advi-
sor to the Secretary of State for cyberspace
and digital issues;

‘“(ii) to lead, coordinate, and execute, in
coordination with other relevant bureaus
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and offices, the Department of State’s diplo-
matic cyberspace, and cybersecurity efforts
(including efforts related to data privacy,
data flows, internet governance, information
and communications technology standards,
and other issues that the Secretary has as-
signed to the Bureau);

‘“(iii) to coordinate with relevant Federal
agencies and the Office of the National Cyber
Director to ensure the diplomatic and for-
eign policy aspects of the cyber strategy in
section 5501 of the Department of State Au-
thorization Act of 2022 and any other subse-
quent strategy are implemented in a manner
that is fully integrated with the broader
strategy;

‘‘(iv) to promote an open, interoperable, re-
liable, and secure information and commu-
nications technology infrastructure globally;

‘(v) to represent the Secretary of State in
interagency efforts to develop and advance
Federal Government cyber priorities and ac-
tivities, including efforts to develop credible
national capabilities, strategies, and policies
to deter and counter cyber adversaries, and
carry out the purposes of title V of the De-
partment of State Authorization Act of 2022;

‘“(vi) to engage civil society, the private
sector, academia, and other public and pri-
vate entities on relevant international
cyberspace and international information
and communications technology issues;

‘(vii) to support United States Govern-
ment efforts to uphold and further develop
global deterrence frameworks for malicious
cyber activity;

‘‘(viii) to advise the Secretary of State and
coordinate with foreign governments regard-
ing responses to mnational security-level
cyber incidents, including coordination on
diplomatic response efforts to support allies
and partners threatened by malicious cyber
activity, in conjunction with members of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization and
like-minded countries;

‘(ix) to promote the building of foreign ca-
pacity relating to cyberspace policy prior-
ities;

‘(x) to promote an open, interoperable, re-
liable, and secure information and commu-
nications technology infrastructure globally
and an open, interoperable, secure, and reli-
able internet governed by the multi-stake-
holder model;

‘““(xi) to promote an international regu-
latory environment for technology invest-
ments and the internet that benefits United
States economic and national security inter-
ests;

‘‘(xii) to promote cross-border flow of data
and combat international initiatives seeking
to impose unreasonable requirements on
United States businesses;

“‘(xiii) to promote international policies to
protect the integrity of United States and
international telecommunications infra-
structure from foreign-based threats, includ-
ing cyber-enabled threats;

‘(xiv) to lead engagement, in coordination
with relevant executive branch agencies,
with foreign governments on relevant inter-
national cyberspace, cybersecurity,
cybercrime, and digital economy issues de-
scribed in title V of the Department of State
Authorization Act of 2022;

‘“(xv) to promote international policies to
secure radio frequency spectrum in the best
interests of the United States;

“(xvi) to promote and protect the exercise
of human rights, including freedom of speech
and religion, through the internet;

‘“(xvii) to build capacity of United States
diplomatic officials to engage on cyberspace
issues;

“(xviii) to encourage the development and
adoption by foreign countries of internation-
ally recognized standards, policies, and best
practices;
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“(xix) to support efforts by the Global En-
gagement Center to counter cyber-enabled
information operations against the United
States or its allies and partners; and

“(xx) to conduct such other matters as the
Secretary of State may assign.

““(3) QUALIFICATIONS.—The head of the Bu-
reau should be an individual of demonstrated
competency in the fields of—

‘““(A) cybersecurity and other relevant
cyberspace and information and communica-
tions technology policy issues; and

‘(B) international diplomacy.

*“(4) ORGANIZATIONAL PLACEMENT.—

“(A) INITIAL PLACEMENT.—Except as pro-
vided in subparagraph (B), the head of the
Bureau shall report to the Deputy Secretary
of State.

‘(B) SUBSEQUENT PLACEMENT.—The head of
the Bureau may report to an Under Sec-
retary of State or to an official holding a
higher position than Under Secretary if, not
later than 15 days before any change in such
reporting structure, the Secretary of State—

‘(i) consults with the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives; and

‘‘(ii) submits a report to such committees
that—

‘“(I) indicates that the Secretary, with re-
spect to the reporting structure of the Bu-
reau, has consulted with and solicited feed-
back from—

‘‘(aa) other relevant Federal entities with
a role in international aspects of cyber pol-
icy; and

‘“‘(bb) the elements of the Department of
State with responsibility for aspects of cyber
policy, including the elements reporting to—

““(AA) the Under Secretary of State for Po-
litical Affairs;

‘“(BB) the Under Secretary of State for Ci-
vilian Security, Democracy, and Human
Rights;

‘“(CC) the Under Secretary of State for
Economic Growth, Energy, and the Environ-
ment;

‘(DD) the Under Secretary of State for
Arms Control and International Security Af-
fairs;

‘“(EE) the Under Secretary of State for
Management; and

‘“(FF) the Under Secretary of State for
Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs;

‘“(IT) describes the new reporting structure
for the head of the Bureau and the justifica-
tion for such new structure; and

“(IIT) includes a plan describing how the
new reporting structure will better enable
the head of the Bureau to carry out the du-
ties described in paragraph (2), including the
security, economic, and human rights as-
pects of cyber diplomacy.

*“(5) SPECIAL HIRING AUTHORITIES.—The Sec-
retary of State may—

‘“(A) appoint employees without regard to
the provisions of title 5, United States Code,
regarding appointments in the competitive
service; and

‘“(B) fix the basic compensation of such
employees without regard to chapter 51 and
subchapter III of chapter 53 of such title re-
garding classification and General Schedule
pay rates.

‘“(6) COORDINATION.—In implementing the
duties prescribed under paragraph (2), the
head of the Bureau shall coordinate with the
heads of such Federal agencies as the Na-
tional Cyber Director deems appropriate.

“(7Ty RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this subsection may be construed—

““(A) to preclude the head of the Bureau
from being designated as an Assistant Sec-
retary, if such an Assistant Secretary posi-
tion does not increase the number of Assist-
ant Secretary positions at the Department
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above the number authorized under sub-
section (c¢)(1); or

‘(B) to alter or modify the existing au-
thorities of any other Federal agency or offi-
cial.”.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Bureau established under
section 1(i) of the State Department Basic
Authorities Act of 1956, as added by sub-
section (a), should have a diverse workforce
composed of qualified individuals, including
individuals belonging to an underrepresented
group.

(c) UNITED NATIONS.—The Permanent Rep-
resentative of the United States to the
United Nations should use the voice, vote,
and influence of the United States to oppose
any measure that is inconsistent with the
policy described in section 5501(a).

SEC. 5503. INTERNATIONAL CYBERSPACE
DIGITAL POLICY STRATEGY.

(a) STRATEGY REQUIRED.—Not later than 1
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the President, acting through the Sec-
retary, and in coordination with the heads of
other relevant Federal departments and
agencies, shall develop an international
cyberspace and digital policy strategy.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required
under subsection (a) shall include—

(1) a review of actions and activities under-
taken to support the policy described in sec-
tion 5501(a);

(2) a plan of action to guide the diplomacy
of the Department with regard to foreign
countries, including—

(A) conducting bilateral and multilateral
activities—

(i) to develop and support the implementa-
tion of norms of responsible country behav-
ior in cyberspace consistent with the objec-
tives specified in section 5501(b)(5);

(ii) to reduce the frequency and severity of
cyberattacks on United States individuals,
businesses, governmental agencies, and other
organizations;

(iii) to reduce cybersecurity risks to
United States and allied critical infrastruc-
ture;

(iv) to improve allies’ and partners’ col-
laboration with the United States on cyber-
security issues, including information shar-
ing, regulatory coordination and improve-
ment, and joint investigatory and law en-
forcement operations related to cybercrime;
and

(v) to share best practices and advance pro-
posals to strengthen civilian and private sec-
tor resiliency to threats and access to oppor-
tunities in cyberspace; and

(B) reviewing the status of existing efforts
in relevant multilateral fora, as appropriate,
to obtain commitments on international
norms regarding cyberspace;

(3) a review of alternative concepts for
international norms regarding cyberspace of-
fered by foreign countries;

(4) a detailed description, in consultation
with the Office of the National Cyber Direc-
tor and relevant Federal agencies, of new
and evolving threats regarding cyberspace
from foreign adversaries, state-sponsored ac-
tors, and non-state actors to—

(A) United States national security;

(B) the Federal and private sector cyber-
space infrastructure of the United States;

(C) intellectual property in the United
States; and

(D) the privacy and security of citizens of
the United States;

(5) a review of the policy tools available to
the President to deter and de-escalate ten-
sions with foreign countries, state-sponsored
actors, and private actors regarding—

(A) threats in cyberspace;

(B) the degree to which such tools have
been used; and
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(C) whether such tools have been effective
deterrents;

(6) a review of resources required to con-
duct activities to build responsible norms of
international cyber behavior;

(7) a review, in coordination with the Of-
fice of the National Cyber Director and the
Office of Management and Budget, to deter-
mine whether the budgetary resources, tech-
nical expertise, legal authorities, and per-
sonnel available to the Department are ade-
quate to achieve the actions and activities
undertaken by the Department to support
the policy described in section 5501(a);

(8) a review to determine whether the De-
partment is properly organized and coordi-
nated with other Federal agencies to achieve
the objectives described in section 5501(b);
and

(9) a plan of action, developed in consulta-
tion with relevant Federal departments and
agencies as the President may direct, to
guide the diplomacy of the Department with
respect to the inclusion of cyber issues in
mutual defense agreements.

(c) FORM OF STRATEGY.—

(1) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The strategy re-
quired under subsection (a) shall be available
to the public in unclassified form, including
through publication in the Federal Register.

(2) CLASSIFIED ANNEX.—The strategy re-
quired under subsection (a) may include a
classified annex.

(d) BRIEFING.—Not later than 30 days after
the completion of the strategy required
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall
brief the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate, the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the Senate, the Committee on
Armed Services of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives, the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and the Committee on Armed
Services of the House of Representatives re-
garding the strategy, including any material
contained in a classified annex.

(e) UPDATES.—The strategy required under
subsection (a) shall be updated—

(1) not later than 90 days after any mate-
rial change to United States policy described
in such strategy; and

(2) not later than 1 year after the inaugura-
tion of each new President.

SEC. 5504. GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OF-
FICE REPORT ON CYBER DIPLO-
MACY.

Not later than 18 months after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller
General of the United States shall submit a
report and provide a briefing to the appro-
priate congressional committees that in-
cludes—

(1) an assessment of the extent to which
United States diplomatic processes and other
efforts with foreign countries, including
through multilateral fora, bilateral engage-
ments, and negotiated cyberspace agree-
ments, advance the full range of United
States interests regarding cyberspace, in-
cluding the policy described in section
5501(a);

(2) an assessment of the Department’s or-
ganizational structure and approach to man-
aging its diplomatic efforts to advance the
full range of United States interests regard-
ing cyberspace, including a review of—

(A) the establishment of a Bureau within
the Department to lead the Department’s
international cyber mission;

(B) the current or proposed diplomatic
mission, structure, staffing, funding, and ac-
tivities of such Bureau;

(C) how the establishment of such Bureau
has impacted or is likely to impact the
structure and organization of the Depart-
ment; and
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(D) what challenges, if any, the Depart-
ment has faced or will face in establishing
such Bureau; and

(3) any other matters that the Comptroller
General determines to be relevant.

SEC. 5505. REPORT ON DIPLOMATIC PROGRAMS
TO DETECT AND RESPOND TO
CYBER THREATS AGAINST ALLIES
AND PARTNERS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary, in
coordination with the heads of other rel-
evant Federal agencies, shall submit a report
to the appropriate congressional committees
that assesses the capabilities of the Depart-
ment to provide civilian-led support for
acute cyber incident response in ally and
partner countries that includes—

(1) a description and assessment of the De-
partment’s coordination with cyber pro-
grams and operations of the Department of
Defense and the Department of Homeland
Security;

(2) recommendations on how to improve
coordination and executive of Department
involvement in programs or operations to
support allies and partners in responding to
acute cyber incidents; and

(3) the budgetary resources, technical ex-
pertise, legal authorities, and personnel
needed for the Department to formulate and
implement the programs described in this
section.

SEC. 5506. CYBERSECURITY RECRUITMENT AND
RETENTION.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that improving computer program-
ming language proficiency will improve—

(1) the cybersecurity effectiveness of the
Department; and

(2) the ability of foreign service officers to
engage with foreign audiences on cybersecu-
rity matters.

(b) TECHNOLOGY TALENT ACQUISITION.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
establish positions within the Bureau of
Global Talent Management that are solely
dedicated to the recruitment and retention
of Department personnel with backgrounds
in cybersecurity, engineering, data science,
application development, artificial intel-
ligence, critical and emerging technology,
and technology and digital policy.

(2) GoALs.—The goals of the positions de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall be—

(A) to fulfill the critical need of the De-
partment to recruit and retain employees for
cybersecurity, digital, and technology posi-
tions;

(B) to actively recruit relevant candidates
from academic institutions, the private sec-
tor, and related industries;

(C) to work with the Office of Personnel
Management and the United States Digital
Service to develop and implement best strat-
egies for recruiting and retaining technology
talent; and

(D) to inform and train supervisors at the
Department on the use of the authorities
listed in subsection (c)(1).

(3) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall submit a plan
to the appropriate congressional committees
that describes how the objectives and goals
set forth in paragraphs (1) and (2) will be im-
plemented.

(4) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated
$750,000 for each of the fiscal years 2023
through 2027 to carry out this subsection.

(c) ANNUAL REPORT ON HIRING AUTHORI-
TIES.—Not later than 1 year after the date of
the enactment of this Act, and annually
thereafter for the following 5 years, the Sec-
retary shall submit a report to the appro-
priate congressional committees that in-
cludes—
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(1) a list of the hiring authorities available
to the Department to recruit and retain per-
sonnel with backgrounds in cybersecurity,
engineering, data science, application devel-
opment, artificial intelligence, critical and
emerging technology, and technology and
digital policy;

(2) a list of which hiring authorities de-
scribed in paragraph (1) have been used dur-
ing the previous 5 years;

(3) the number of employees in qualified
positions hired, aggregated by position and
grade level or pay band;

(4) the number of employees who have been
placed in qualified positions, aggregated by
bureau and offices within the Department;

(5) the rate of attrition of individuals who
begin the hiring process and do not complete
the process and a description of the reasons
for such attrition;

(6) the number of individuals who are
interviewed by subject matter experts and
the number of individuals who are not inter-
viewed by subject matter experts; and

(7) recommendations for—

(A) reducing the attrition rate referred to
in paragraph (5) by 5 percent each year;

(B) additional hiring authorities needed to
acquire needed technology talent;

(C) hiring personnel to hold public trust
positions until such personnel can obtain the
necessary security clearance; and

(D) informing and training supervisors
within the Department on the use of the au-
thorities listed in paragraph (1).

(d) INCENTIVE PAY FOR CYBERSECURITY PRO-
FESSIONALS.—To increase the number of
qualified candidates available to fulfill the
cybersecurity needs of the Department, the
Secretary shall—

(1) include computer programming lan-
guages within the Recruitment Language
Program; and

(2) provide appropriate language incentive

pay.

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter for the following 5 years,
the Secretary shall provide a list to the ap-
propriate congressional committees that
identifies—

(1) the computer programming languages
included within the Recruitment Language
Program and the language incentive pay
rate; and

(2) the number of individuals benefitting
from the inclusion of such computer pro-
gramming languages in the Recruitment
Language Program and language incentive
pay.

SEC. 5507. SHORT COURSE ON EMERGING TECH-
NOLOGIES FOR SENIOR OFFICIALS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall develop and begin pro-
viding, for senior officials of the Depart-
ment, a course addressing how the most re-
cent and relevant technologies affect the ac-
tivities of the Department.

(b) THROUGHPUT OBJECTIVES.—The Sec-
retary should ensure that—

(1) during the first year that the course de-
veloped pursuant to subsection (a) is offered,
not fewer than 20 percent of senior officials
are certified as having passed such course;
and

(2) in each subsequent year, until the date
on which 80 percent of senior officials are
certified as having passed such course, an ad-
ditional 10 percent of senior officials are cer-
tified as having passed such course.

SEC. 5508. ESTABLISHMENT AND EXPANSION OF
REGIONAL TECHNOLOGY OFFICER
PROGRAM.

(a) REGIONAL TECHNOLOGY OFFICER PRO-
GRAM.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
establish a program, which shall be known as
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the “Regional Technology Officer Program”
(referred to in this section as the ‘‘Pro-
gram’’).

(2) GOALS.—The goals of the Program shall
include the following:

(A) Promoting United States leadership in
technology abroad.

(B) Working with partners to increase the
deployment of critical and emerging tech-
nology in support of democratic values.

(C) Shaping diplomatic agreements in re-
gional and international fora with respect to
critical and emerging technologies.

(D) Building diplomatic capacity for han-
dling critical and emerging technology
issues.

(E) Facilitating the role of critical and
emerging technology in advancing the for-
eign policy objectives of the United States
through engagement with research labs, in-
cubators, and venture capitalists.

(F) Maintaining the advantages of the
United States with respect to critical and
emerging technologies.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall submit an im-
plementation plan to the appropriate con-
gressional committees that outlines strate-
gies for—

(1) advancing the goals described in sub-
section (a)(2);

(2) hiring Regional Technology Officers
and increasing the competitiveness of the
Program within the Foreign Service bidding
process;

(3) expanding the Program to include a
minimum of 15 Regional Technology Offi-
cers; and

(4) assigning not fewer than 2 Regional
Technology Officers to posts within—

(A) each regional bureau of the Depart-
ment; and

(B) the Bureau of International Organiza-
tion Affairs.

(c) ANNUAL BRIEFING REQUIREMENT.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, and annually thereafter
for the following 5 years, the Secretary shall
brief the appropriate congressional commit-
tees regarding the status of the implementa-
tion plan required under subsection (b).

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated up to
$25,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 2023
through 2027 to carry out this section.

SEC. 5509. VULNERABILITY DISCLOSURE POLICY
AND BUG BOUNTY PROGRAM RE-
PORT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) BUG BOUNTY PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘bug
bounty program’ means a program under
which an approved individual, organization,
or company is temporarily authorized to
identify and report vulnerabilities of inter-
net-facing information technology of the De-
partment in exchange for compensation.

(2) INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY.—The term
“information technology” has the meaning
given such term in section 11101 of title 40,
United States Code.

(b) VULNERABILITY DISCLOSURE POLICY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall design, establish, and
make publicly known a Vulnerability Disclo-
sure Policy (referred to in this section as the
“VDP”’) to improve Department cybersecu-
rity by—

(A) creating Department policy and infra-
structure to receive reports of and remediate
discovered vulnerabilities in line with exist-
ing policies of the Office of Management and
Budget and the Department of Homeland Se-
curity Binding Operational Directive 20-01 or
any subsequent directive; and

(B) providing a report on such policy and
infrastructure to Congress.
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(2) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than 180
days after the establishment of the VDP pur-
suant to paragraph (1), and annually there-
after for the following 5 years, the Secretary
shall submit a report on the VDP to the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate, the
Select Committee on Intelligence of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives, the Committee on
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and the Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence of the House of
Representatives that includes information
relating to—

(A) the number and severity of all security
vulnerabilities reported;

(B) the number of previously unidentified
security vulnerabilities remediated as a re-
sult;

(C) the current number of outstanding pre-
viously unidentified security vulnerabilities
and Department of State remediation plans;

(D) the average time between the reporting
of security vulnerabilities and remediation
of such vulnerabilities;

(E) the resources, surge staffing, roles, and
responsibilities within the Department used
to implement the VDP and complete secu-
rity vulnerability remediation;

(F) how the VDP identified vulnerabilities
are incorporated into existing Department
vulnerability prioritization and management
processes;

(G) any challenges in implementing the
VDP and plans for expansion or contraction
in the scope of the VDP across Department
information systems; and

(H) any other topic that the Secretary de-
termines to be relevant.

(¢) BuG BOUNTY PROGRAM REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit a report to Con-
gress that describes any ongoing efforts by
the Department or a third-party vendor
under contract with the Department to es-
tablish or carry out a bug bounty program
that identifies security vulnerabilities of
internet-facing information technology of
the Department.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date on which any bug bounty program is
established, the Secretary shall submit a re-
port to the Committee on Foreign Relations
of the Senate, the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs of the
Senate, the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives, and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security of the House of
Representatives regarding such program, in-
cluding information relating to—

(A) the number of approved individuals, or-
ganizations, or companies involved in such
program, disaggregated by the number of ap-
proved individuals, organizations, or compa-
nies that—

(i) registered;

(ii) were approved;

(iii) submitted security vulnerabilities;
and

(iv) received compensation;

(B) the number and severity of all security
vulnerabilities reported as part of such pro-
gram;

(C) the number of previously unidentified
security vulnerabilities remediated as a re-
sult of such program;

(D) the current number of outstanding pre-
viously unidentified security vulnerabilities
and Department remediation plans for such
outstanding vulnerabilities;

(E) the average length of time between the
reporting of security vulnerabilities and re-
mediation of such vulnerabilities;

(F') the types of compensation provided
under such program;
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(G) the lessons learned from such program;

(H) the public accessibility of contact in-
formation for the Department regarding the
bug bounty program;

(I) the incorporation of bug bounty pro-
gram identified vulnerabilities into existing
Department vulnerability prioritization and
management processes; and

(J) any challenges in implementing the
bug bounty program and plans for expansion
or contraction in the scope of the bug bounty
program across Department information sys-
tems.

TITLE LVI—PUBLIC DIPLOMACY
SEC. 5601. UNITED STATES PARTICIPATION IN
INTERNATIONAL FAIRS AND EXPO-
SITIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
204 of the Admiral James W. Nance and Meg
Donovan Foreign Relations Authorization
Act, Fiscal Years 2000 and 2001 (22 U.S.C.
2452b), and subject to subsection (b),
amounts available under title I of the De-
partment of State, Foreign Operations, and
Related Programs Appropriations Act, 2022
(division K of Public Law 117-103), or under
prior such Acts, may be made available to
pay for expenses related to United States
participation in international fairs and expo-
sitions abroad, including for construction
and operation of pavilions or other major ex-
hibits.

(b) LIMITATION ON SOLICITATION OF FUNDS.—
Senior employees of the Department, in
their official capacity, may not solicit funds
to pay expenses for a United States pavilion
or other major exhibit at any international
exposition or world’s fair registered by the
Bureau of International Expositions.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated up to
$20,000,000 to the Department for United
States participation in international fairs
and expositions abroad, including for con-
struction and operation of pavilions or other
major exhibits.

SEC. 5602. PRESS FREEDOM CURRICULUM.

The Secretary shall ensure that there is a
press freedom curriculum for the National
Foreign Affairs Training Center that enables
Foreign Service officers to better understand
issues of press freedom and the tools that are
available to help protect journalists and pro-
mote freedom of the press norms, which may
include—

(1) the historic and current issues facing
press freedom, including countries of specific
concern;

(2) the Department’s role in promoting
press freedom as an American value, a
human rights issue, and a national security
imperative;

(3) ways to incorporate press freedom pro-
motion into other aspects of diplomacy; and

(4) existing tools to assist journalists in
distress and methods for engaging foreign
governments and institutions on behalf of in-
dividuals engaged in journalistic activity
who are at risk of harm.

SEC. 5603. GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT CENTER.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1287(j) of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2017 (22 U.S.C. 2656 note) is amended by
striking ‘‘the date that is 8 years after the
date of the enactment of this Act” and in-
serting ‘‘December 31, 2027"°.

(b) HIRING AUTHORITY FOR GLOBAL ENGAGE-
MENT CENTER.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, the Secretary, during the 5-
year period beginning on the date of the en-
actment of this Act and solely to carry out
the functions of the Global Engagement Cen-
ter described in section 1287(b) of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2017 (22 U.S.C. 2656 note), may—

(1) appoint employees without regard to
appointment in the competitive service; and
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(2) fix the basic compensation of such em-
ployees regarding classification and General
Schedule pay rates.

SEC. 5604. UNDER SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC DI-
PLOMACY.

Section 1(b)(3) of the State Department
Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 2651a)
is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end;

(2) in subparagraph (E), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(F) coordinate the allocation and man-
agement of the financial and human re-
sources for public diplomacy, including for—

‘(i) the Bureau of Educational and Cul-
tural Affairs;

¢“(ii) the Bureau of Global Public Affairs;

‘‘(iii) the Office of Policy, Planning, and
Resources for Public Diplomacy and Public
Affairs;

“(iv) the Global Engagement Center; and

‘(v) the public diplomacy functions within
the regional and functional bureaus.”.

TITLE LVII—OTHER MATTERS
SEC. 5701. SUPPORTING THE EMPLOYMENT OF
UNITED STATES CITIZENS BY INTER-
NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the Department should continue to
eliminate the unreasonable barriers United
States nationals face to obtain employment
in the United Nations Secretariat, funds,
programs, and agencies; and

(2) the Department should bolster efforts
to increase the number of qualified United
States nationals who are candidates for lead-
ership and oversight positions in the United
Nations system, agencies, and commissions,
and in other international organizations.

(b) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary is author-
ized to promote the employment and ad-
vancement of United States citizens by
international organizations and bodies, in-
cluding by—

(1) providing stipends, consultation, and
analytical services to support United States
citizen applicants; and

(2) making grants for the purposes de-
scribed in paragraph (1).

(¢) USING DIPLOMATIC PROGRAMS FUNDING
TO PROMOTE THE EMPLOYMENT OF UNITED
STATES CITIZENS BY INTERNATIONAL ORGANI-
ZATIONS.—Amounts appropriated under the
heading ‘‘DIPLOMATIC PROGRAMS’ in Acts
making appropriations for the Department
of State, Foreign Operations, and Related
Programs are authorized to be appropriated
for grants, programs, and activities de-
scribed in subsection (b).

(d) STRATEGY TO ESTABLISH JUNIOR PRO-
FESSIONAL PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of the Treasury and other relevant
cabinet members, shall publish a strategy for
encouraging United States citizens to pursue
careers with international organizations,
particularly organizations that—

(A) set international scientific, technical,
or commercial standards; or

(B) are involved in international finance
and development.

(2) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary, in coordination with the
Secretary of the Treasury and other relevant
cabinet members, shall submit a report to
the appropriate congressional committees
that identifies—

(A) the number of United States citizens
who are involved in relevant junior profes-
sional programs in an international organi-
zation;
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(B) the distribution of individuals de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) among various
international organizations; and

(C) the types of predeployment training
that are available to United States citizens
through a junior professional program at an
international organization.

SEC. 5702. INCREASING HOUSING AVAILABILITY
FOR CERTAIN EMPLOYEES AS-
SIGNED TO THE UNITED STATES
MISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS.

Section 9(2) of the United Nations Partici-
pation Act of 1945 (22 U.S.C. 287e-1(2)), is
amended by striking ‘30"’ and inserting ‘‘41”’.
SEC. 5703. LIMITATION ON UNITED STATES CON-

TRIBUTIONS TO PEACEKEEPING OP-
ERATIONS NOT AUTHORIZED BY THE
UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUN-
CIL.

The United Nations Participation Act of
1945 (22 U.S.C. 287 et seq.) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

“SEC. 12. LIMITATION ON UNITED STATES CON-
TRIBUTIONS TO PEACEKEEPING OP-
ERATIONS NOT AUTHORIZED BY THE
UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUN-
CIL.

‘““None of the funds authorized to be appro-
priated or otherwise made available to pay
assessed and other expenses of international
peacekeeping activities under this Act may
be made available for an international peace-
keeping operation that has not been ex-
pressly authorized by the United Nations Se-
curity Council.”.

SEC. 5704. BOARDS OF RADIO FREE EUROPE/
RADIO LIBERTY, RADIO FREE ASIA,
THE MIDDLE EAST BROADCASTING
NETWORKS, AND THE OPEN TECH-
NOLOGY FUND.

The United States International Broad-
casting Act of 1994 (22 U.S.C. 6201 et seq.) is
amended by inserting after section 306 (22
U.S.C. 6205) the following:

“SEC. 307. GRANTEE CORPORATE BOARDS OF DI-
RECTORS.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The corporate board of
directors of each grantee under this title—

‘(1) shall be bipartisan;

‘“(2) shall, except as otherwise provided in
this Act, have the sole responsibility to oper-
ate their respective grantees within the ju-
risdiction of their respective States of incor-
poration;

¢“(3) shall be composed of not fewer than 5
members, who shall be qualified individuals
who are not employed in the public sector;
and

‘“(4) shall appoint successors in the event
of vacancies on their respective boards, in
accordance with applicable bylaws.

‘“(b) NoT FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—NO em-
ployee of any grantee under this title may be
a Federal employee.”.

SEC. 5705. BROADCASTING ENTITIES NO LONGER
REQUIRED TO CONSOLIDATE INTO A
SINGLE PRIVATE, NONPROFIT COR-
PORATION.

Section 310 of the United States Inter-
national Broadcasting Act of 1994 (22 U.S.C.
6209) is repealed.

SEC. 5706. INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING AC-
TIVITIES.

Section 305(a) of the United States Inter-
national Broadcasting Act of 1994 (22 U.S.C.
6204(a)) is amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (20);

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (21), (22),
and (23) as paragraphs (20), (21), and (22), re-
spectively; and

(3) in paragraph (20), as redesignated, by
striking ‘‘or between grantees,’’.

SEC. 5707. GLOBAL INTERNET FREEDOM.

(a) STATEMENT OF PoLICY.—It is the policy
of the United States to promote internet
freedom through programs of the Depart-
ment and USAID that preserve and expand
the internet as an open, global space for free-
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dom of expression and association, which
shall be prioritized for countries—

(1) whose governments restrict freedom of
expression on the internet; and

(2) that are important to the national in-
terest of the United States.

(b) PURPOSE AND COORDINATION WITH OTHER
PROGRAMS.—Global internet freedom pro-
gramming under this section—

(1) shall be coordinated with other United
States foreign assistance programs that pro-
mote democracy and support the efforts of
civil society—

(A) to counter the development of repres-
sive internet-related laws and regulations,
including countering threats to internet
freedom at international organizations;

(B) to combat violence against bloggers
and other civil society activists who utilize
the internet; and

(C) to enhance digital security training
and capacity building for democracy activ-
ists;

(2) shall seek to assist efforts—

(A) to research key threats to internet
freedom;

(B) to continue the development of tech-
nologies that provide or enhance access to
the internet, including circumvention tools
that bypass internet blocking, filtering, and
other censorship techniques used by authori-
tarian governments; and

(C) to maintain the technological advan-
tage of the Federal Government over the
censorship techniques described in subpara-
graph (B); and

(3) shall be incorporated into country as-
sistance and democracy promotion strate-
gies, as appropriate.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated for
fiscal year 2023—

(1) 875,000,000 to the Department and
USAID, to continue efforts to promote inter-
net freedom globally, and shall be matched,
to the maximum extent practicable, by
sources other than the Federal Government,
including the private sector; and

(2) $49,000,000 to the United States Agency
for Global Media (referred to in this section
as the “USAGM”’) and its grantees, for inter-
net freedom and circumvention technologies
that are designed—

(A) for open-source tools and techniques to
securely develop and distribute digital con-
tent produced by the USAGM and its grant-
ees;

(B) to facilitate audience access to such
digital content on websites that are
censored;

(C) to coordinate the distribution of such
digital content to targeted regional audi-
ences; and

(D) to promote and distribute such tools
and techniques, including digital security
techniques.

(d) UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR GLOBAL
MEDIA ACTIVITIES.—

(1) ANNUAL CERTIFICATION.—For any new
tools or techniques authorized under sub-
section (¢)(2), the Chief Executive Officer of
the USAGM, in consultation with the Presi-
dent of the Open Technology Fund (referred
to in this subsection as the ‘“OTF’’) and rel-
evant Federal departments and agencies,
shall submit an annual certification to the
appropriate congressional committees that
verifies they—

(A) have evaluated the risks and benefits of
such new tools or techniques; and

(B) have established safeguards to mini-
mize the use of such new tools or techniques
for illicit purposes.

(2) INFORMATION SHARING.—The Secretary
may not direct programs or policy of the
USAGM or the OTF, but may share any re-
search and development with relevant Fed-
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eral departments and agencies for the exclu-
sive purposes of—

(A) sharing information, technologies, and
best practices; and

(B) assessing the effectiveness of such tech-
nologies.

(3) UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR GLOBAL
MEDIA.—The Chief Executive Officer of the
USAGM, in consultation with the President
of the OTF, shall—

(A) coordinate international broadcasting
programs and incorporate such programs
into country broadcasting strategies, as ap-
propriate;

(B) solicit project proposals through an
open, transparent, and competitive applica-
tion process, including by seeking input from
technical and subject matter experts; and

(C) support internet circumvention tools
and techniques for audiences in countries
that are strategic priorities for the OTF, in
accordance with USAGM’s annual language
service prioritization review.

(e) USAGM REPORT.—Not later than 120
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Chief Executive Office of the
USAGM shall submit a report to the appro-
priate congressional committees that de-
scribes—

(1) as of the date of the report—

(A) the full scope of internet freedom pro-
grams within the USAGM, including—

(i) the efforts of the Office of Internet
Freedom; and

(ii) the efforts of the Open Technology
Fund;

(B) the capacity of internet censorship cir-
cumvention tools supported by the Office of
Internet Freedom and grantees of the Open
Technology Fund that are available for use
by individuals in foreign countries seeking
to counteract censors; and

(C) any barriers to the provision of the ef-
forts described in clauses (i) and (ii) of sub-
paragraph (A), including access to surge
funding; and

(2) successful examples from the Office of
Internet Freedom and Open Technology
Fund involving—

(A) responding rapidly to internet shut-
downs in closed societies; and

(B) ensuring uninterrupted circumvention
services for USAGM entities to promote
internet freedom within repressive regimes.

(f) JOINT REPORT.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary and the Administrator of
USAID shall jointly submit a report, which
may include a classified annex, to the appro-
priate congressional committees that de-
scribes—

(1) as of the date of the report—

(A) the full scope of internet freedom pro-
grams within the Department and USAID,
including—

(i) Department circumvention efforts; and

(ii) USAID efforts to support internet in-
frastructure;

(B) the capacity of internet censorship cir-
cumvention tools supported by the Federal
Government that are available for use by in-
dividuals in foreign countries seeking to
counteract censors; and

(C) any barriers to provision of the efforts
enumerated in clauses (i) and (ii) of sub-
section (e)(1)(A), including access to surge
funding; and

(2) any new resources needed to provide the
Federal Government with greater capacity
to provide and boost internet access—

(A) to respond rapidly to internet shut-
downs in closed societies; and

(B) to provide internet connectivity to for-
eign locations where the provision of addi-
tional internet access service would promote
freedom from repressive regimes.

(g) SECURITY AUDITS.—Before providing
any support for open source technologies
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under this section, such technologies must
undergo comprehensive security audits to
ensure that such technologies are secure and
have not been compromised in a manner that
is detrimental to the interest of the United
States or to the interests of individuals and

organizations benefitting from programs
supported by such funding.
(h) SURGE.—

(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Subject to paragraph (2), there is authorized
to be appropriated, in addition to amounts
otherwise made available for such purposes,
up t0$2,5600,000 to support internet freedom
programs in closed societies, including pro-
grams that—

(A) are carried out in crisis situations by
vetted entities that are already engaged in
internet freedom programs;

(B) involve circumvention tools; or

(C) increase the overseas bandwidth for
companies that received Federal funding
during the previous fiscal year.

(2) CERTIFICATION.—Amounts authorized to
be appropriated pursuant to paragraph (1)
may not be expended until the Secretary has
certified to the appropriate congressional
committees, the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate, and the Committee on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives that the use of such funds is in the na-
tional interest of the United States.

(i) DEFINED TERM.—In this section, the
term ‘‘internet censorship circumvention
tool” means a software application or other
tool that an individual can use to evade for-
eign government restrictions on internet ac-
cess.

SEC. 5708. ARMS EXPORT CONTROL ACT ALIGN-
MENT WITH THE EXPORT CONTROL
REFORM ACT.

Section 38(e) of the Arms Export Control
Act (22 U.S.C. 2778(e)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘subsections (c), (d), (e), and
(g) of section 11 of the Export Administra-
tion Act of 1979, and by subsections (a) and
(c) of section 12 of such Act” and inserting
“‘subsections (c) and (d) of section 1760 of the
Export Control Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C.
4819), and by subsections (a)(1), (a)(2), (a)(3),
(a)4), (a)(7), (¢), and (h) of section 1761 of
such Act (50 U.S.C. 4820)"’;

(2) by striking ““11(c)(2)(B) of such Act’ and
inserting ‘‘1760(c)(2) of such Act (60 U.S.C.
4819(c)(2))"";

(3) by striking ‘‘11(c) of the Export Admin-
istration Act of 1979 and inserting ‘‘section
1760(c) of the Export Control Reform Act of
2018 (50 U.S.C. 4819(c))”’; and

(4) by striking ‘‘$500,000” and inserting
‘“‘the greater of $1,200,000 or the amount that
is twice the value of the transaction that is
the basis of the violation with respect to
which the penalty is imposed.”.

SEC. 5709. INCREASING THE MAXIMUM ANNUAL
LEASE PAYMENT AVAILABLE WITH-
OUT APPROVAL BY THE SECRETARY.

Section 10(a) of the Foreign Service Build-
ings Act, 1926 (22 U.S.C. 301(a)), is amended
by striking “$50,000’ and inserting
°$100,000"°.

SEC. 5710. REPORT ON UNITED STATES ACCESS
TO CRITICAL MINERAL RESOURCES
ABROAD.

Not later than 120 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall submit a report to the appropriate con-
gressional committees that details, with re-
gard to the Department—

(1) diplomatic efforts to ensure United
States access to critical minerals acquired
from outside of the United States that are
used to manufacture clean energy tech-
nologies; and

(2) collaboration with other parts of the
Federal Government to build a robust supply
chain for critical minerals necessary to man-
ufacture clean energy technologies.
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SEC. 5711. OVERSEAS UNITED STATES STRATEGIC
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
PROJECTS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the One Belt, One Road Initiative (re-
ferred to in this section as “‘OBOR’’) exploits
gaps in infrastructure in developing coun-
tries to advance the People’s Republic of
China’s own foreign policy objectives;

(2) although OBOR may meet many coun-
tries’ short-term strategic infrastructure
needs, OBOR—

(A) frequently places countries in debt to
the PRC;

(B) contributes to widespread corruption;

(C) often fails to maintain the infrastruc-
ture that is built; and

(D) rarely takes into account human
rights, labor standards, or the environment;
and

(3) the need to challenge OBOR represents
a major national security concern for the
United States, as the PRC’s efforts to con-
trol markets and supply chains for strategic
infrastructure projects, including critical
and strategic minerals resource extraction,
represent a grave national security threat.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) OBOR.—The term “OBOR’ means the
One Belt, One Road Initiative, a global infra-
structure development strategy initiated by
the Government of the People’s Republic of
China in 2013.

(2) PRC.—The term ‘“‘PRC’ means the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.

(¢c) ASSESSMENT OF IMPACT TO UNITED
STATES NATIONAL SECURITY OF PRC INFRA-
STRUCTURE PROJECTS IN THE DEVELOPING
WORLD.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in coordi-
nation with the Administrator, shall enter
into a contract with an independent research
organization to prepare the report described
in paragraph (2).

(2) REPORT ELEMENTS.—The report de-
scribed in this paragraph shall—

(A) describe the nature and cost of OBOR
investments, operation, and construction of
strategic infrastructure projects, including
logistics, refining, and processing industries
and resource facilities, and critical and stra-
tegic mineral resource extraction projects,
including an assessment of—

(i) the strategic benefits of such invest-
ments that are derived by the PRC and the
host nation; and

(ii) the negative impacts of such invest-
ments to the host nation and to United
States interests;

(B) describe the nature and total funding of
United States’ strategic infrastructure in-
vestments and construction, such as projects
financed through initiatives such as Prosper
Africa and the Millennium Challenge Cor-
poration;

(C) assess the national security threats
posed by the foreign infrastructure invest-
ment gap between China and the United
States, including strategic infrastructure,
such as ports, market access to, and the se-
curity of, critical and strategic minerals,
digital and telecommunications infrastruc-
ture, threats to the supply chains, and gen-
eral favorability towards the PRC and the
United States among the populations of host
countries;

(D) assess the opportunities and challenges
for companies based in the United States and
companies based in United States partner
and allied countries to invest in foreign stra-
tegic infrastructure projects in countries
where the PRC has focused these types of in-
vestments;

(E) identify challenges and opportunities
for the United States Government and
United States partners and allies to more di-
rectly finance and otherwise support foreign
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strategic infrastructure projects, including
an assessment of the authorities and capa-
bilities of United States agencies, depart-
ments, public-private partnerships, and
international or multilateral organizations
to support such projects without under-
mining United States domestic industries,
such as domestic mineral deposits;

(F) include a feasibility study and options
for United States Government agencies to
undertake or increase support for United
States businesses to support foreign, large-
scale, strategic infrastructure projects, such
as roads, power grids, and ports; and

(G) identify at least 5 strategic infrastruc-
ture projects, with one each in the Western
Hemisphere, Africa, and Asia, that are need-
ed, but have not yet been initiated.

(3) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 1 year after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary shall submit a
copy of the report prepared pursuant to this
subsection to the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations of the Senate, the Select Committee
on Intelligence of the Senate, the Committee
on Foreign Affairs of the House of Represent-
atives, and the Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence of the House of Representa-
tives.
SEC. 5712. PROVISION OF PARKING SERVICES
AND RETENTION OF PARKING FEES.

The Secretary of State may—

(1) provide parking services, including elec-
tric vehicle charging and other parking serv-
ices, in facilities operated by or for the De-
partment; and

(2) charge fees for such services that may
be deposited into the appropriate account of
the Department, to remain available until
expended for the purposes of such account.
SEC. 5713. DIPLOMATIC RECEPTION AREAS.

(a) DEFINED TERM.—In this section, the
term ‘‘reception areas’ has the meaning
given such term in section 41(c) of the State
Department Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22
U.S.C. 2713(c)).

(b) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may sell
goods and services and use the proceeds of
such sales for administration and related
support of the reception areas consistent
with section 41(a) of the State Department
Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C.
2713(a)).

(c) AMOUNTS COLLECTED.—Amounts col-
lected pursuant to the authority provided
under subsection (b) may be deposited into
an account in the Treasury, to remain avail-
able until expended.

SEC. 5714. CONSULAR AND BORDER SECURITY
PROGRAMS VISA SERVICES COST RE-
COVERY PROPOSAL.

Section 103(d) of the Enhanced Border Se-
curity and Visa Entry Reform Act of 2002 (8
U.S.C. 1713) is amended by adding at the end
the following: ‘“The amount of the machine-
readable visa fee or surcharge under this sub-
section may also account for the cost of
other consular services that are not other-
wise subject to a fee or surcharge retained by
the Department of State.”.

SEC. 5715. RETURN OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
FOR PASSPORT APPLICATIONS
THROUGH UNITED STATES POSTAL
SERVICE CERTIFIED MAIL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall establish a procedure
that provides, to any individual applying for
a new United States passport or to renew the
United States passport of the individual by
mail, the option to have supporting docu-
ments for the application returned to the in-
dividual by the United States Postal Service
through certified mail.

(b) CoST.—

(1) RESPONSIBILITY.—The cost of returning
supporting documents to an individual as de-
scribed in subsection (a) shall be the respon-
sibility of the individual.
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(2) FEE.—The fee charged to the individual
by the Secretary for returning supporting
documents as described in subsection (a)
shall be the sum of—

(A) the retail price charged by the United
States Postal Service for the service; and

(B) the estimated cost of processing the re-
turn of the supporting documents.

(3) REPORT.—The Secretary shall submit a
report to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees that—

(A) details the costs included in the proc-
essing fee described in paragraph (2); and

(B) includes an estimate of the average
cost per request.

SEC. 5716. REPORT ON DISTRIBUTION OF PER-
SONNEL AND RESOURCES RELATED
TO ORDERED DEPARTURES AND
POST CLOSURES.

Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
State shall submit a report to the appro-
priate congressional committees that de-
scribes—

(1) how Department personnel and re-
sources dedicated to Mission Afghanistan
were reallocated following the closure of dip-
lomatic posts in Afghanistan in August 2021;
and

(2) the extent to which Department per-
sonnel and resources for Mission Iraq were
reallocated following ordered departures for
diplomatic posts in March 2020, and how such
resources were reallocated.

SEC. 5717. ELIMINATION OF OBSOLETE REPORTS.

(a) CERTIFICATION OF EFFECTIVENESS OF THE
AUSTRALIA GROUP.—Section 2(7) of Senate
Resolution 75 (105th Congress) is amended by
striking subparagraph (C).

(b) ACTIVITIES OF THE TALIBAN.—Section
7044(a)(4) of the Department of State, For-
eign Operations, and Related Programs Ap-
propriations Act, 2021 (division K of Public
Law 116-260) is amended by striking ‘‘the fol-
lowing purposes—’ and all that follows
through “(B)”.

(¢) PLANS TO IMPLEMENT THE GANDHI-KING
SCHOLARLY EXCHANGE INITIATIVE.—The Gan-
dhi-King Scholarly Exchange Initiative Act
(subtitle D of title III of division FF of Pub-
lic Law 116-260) is amended by striking sec-
tion 336.

(d) PROGRESS REPORT ON JERUSALEM EM-
BASSY.—The Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995
(Public Law 104-45) is amended by striking
section 6.

(e) BURMA’S TIMBER TRADE.—The Tom Lan-
tos Block Burmese JADE (Junta’s Anti-
Democratic Efforts) Act of 2008 (Public Law
110-286; 50 U.S.C. 1701 note) is amended by
striking section 12.

(f) MONITORING OF ASSISTANCE FOR AFGHAN-
ISTAN.—Section 103 of the Afghanistan Free-
dom Support Act of 2002 (22 U.S.C. 7513) is
amended by striking subsection (d).

(g) PRESIDENTIAL ANTI-PEDOPHILIA CERTIFI-
CATION.—Section 102 of the Foreign Relations
Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995
(Public Law 103-236) is amended by striking
subsection (g).

(h) MICROENTERPRISE FOR SELF-RELIANCE
REPORT.—Title IIT of the Microenterprise for
Self-Reliance and International Anti-Corrup-
tion Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-309; 22 U.S.C.
2462 note) is amended by striking section 304.
SEC. 5718. LOCALITY PAY FOR FEDERAL EMPLOY-

EES WORKING OVERSEAS UNDER
DOMESTIC EMPLOYEE TELE-
WORKING OVERSEAS AGREEMENTS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CIVIL SERVICE.—The term ‘‘civil serv-
ice”” has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 2101 of title 5, United States Code.

(2) COVERED EMPLOYEE.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered employee’” means an employee who—

(A) occupies a position in the civil service;
and

(B) is working overseas under a Domestic
Employee Teleworking Overseas agreement.
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(3) LocALITY PAY.—The term ‘‘locality
pay’ means a locality-based comparability
payment paid in accordance with subsection
(b).

(4) NONFOREIGN AREA.—The term ‘‘nonfor-
eign area’ has the meaning given the term
in section 591.205 of title 5, Code of Federal
Regulations, or any successor regulation.

(5) OVERSEAS.—The term ‘‘overseas’ means
any geographic location that is not in—

(A) the continental United States; or

(B) a nonforeign area.

(b) PAYMENT OF LOCALITY PAY.—Each cov-
ered employee shall be paid locality pay in
an amount that is equal to the lesser of—

(1) the amount of a locality-based com-
parability payment that the covered em-
ployee would have been paid under section
5304 or 5304a of title 5, United States Code,
had the official duty station of the covered
employee not been changed to reflect an
overseas location under the applicable Do-
mestic Employee Teleworking Overseas
agreement; or

(2) the amount of a locality-based com-
parability payment that the covered em-
ployee would be paid under section 1113 of
the Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2009
(Public Law 111-32), as limited under section
5803(a)(4)(B) of this Act, if the covered em-
ployee were an eligible member of the For-
eign Service (as defined in subsection (b) of
such section 1113).

(c) APPLICATION.—Locality pay paid to a
covered employee under this section—

(1) shall begin to be paid not later than 60
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act; and

(2) shall be treated in the same manner,
and subject to the same terms and condi-
tions, as a locality-based comparability pay-
ment paid under section 5304 or 5304a of title
5, United States Code.

(@ ANNUITY COMPUTATION.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, for pur-
poses of any annuity computation under
chapter 83 or 84 of title 5, United States
Code, the basic pay of a covered employee
shall—

(1) be considered to be the rate of basic pay
that would have been paid to the covered em-
ployee had the official duty station of the
covered employee not been changed to re-
flect an overseas location under the applica-
ble Domestic Employee Teleworking Over-
seas agreement; and

(2) include locality pay paid to the covered
employee under this section.

SEC. 5719. MODIFICATIONS TO SANCTIONS WITH
RESPECT TO HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLA-
TIONS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Global Magnitsky
Human Rights Accountability Act (22 U.S.C.
10101 et seq.) is amended by inserting after
section 1262 the following:

“SEC. 1262A. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

‘It is the sense of Congress that the Presi-
dent should establish and regularize informa-
tion sharing and sanctions-related decision
making with like-minded governments pos-
sessing human rights and anti-corruption
sanctions programs similar in nature to
those authorized under this subtitle.”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 2(b) and in title XII of di-
vision A of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law
114-328) are each amended by inserting after
the items relating to section 1262 the fol-
lowing:

‘‘Sec. 1262A. Sense of Congress.”’.

(b) IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1263(a) of the
Global Magnitsky Human Rights Account-
ability Act (22 U.S.C. 10102) is amended by
striking paragraphs (2) through (4) and in-
serting the following:
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‘(2) is a current or former government offi-
cial, or a person acting for or on behalf of
such an official, who is responsible for or
complicit in, or has directly or indirectly en-
gaged in—

‘“(A) corruption, including—

‘(i) the misappropriation of state assets;

‘“(ii) the expropriation of private assets for
personal gain;

‘“(iii) corruption related to government
contracts or the extraction of natural re-
sources; or

‘(iv) bribery; or

‘“(B) the transfer or facilitation of the
transfer of the proceeds of corruption;

¢“(3) is or has been a leader or official of—

““(A) an entity, including a government en-
tity, that has engaged in, or whose members
have engaged in, any of the activities de-
scribed in paragraph (1) or (2) related to the
tenure of the leader or official; or

‘(B) an entity whose property and inter-
ests in property are blocked pursuant to this
section as a result of activities related to the
tenure of the leader or official;

‘‘(4) has materially assisted, sponsored, or
provided financial, material, or techno-
logical support for, or goods or services to or
in support of—

‘“(A) an activity described in paragraph (1)
or (2) that is conducted by a foreign person;

‘(B) a person whose property and interests
in property are blocked pursuant to this sec-
tion; or

‘(C) an entity, including a government en-
tity, that has engaged in, or whose members
have engaged in, an activity described in
paragraph (1) or (2) conducted by a foreign
person; or

‘“(5) is owned or controlled by, or has acted
or been purported to act for or on behalf of,
directly or indirectly, a person whose prop-
erty and interests in property are blocked
pursuant to this section.”.

(2) CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN INFORMA-
TION.—Subsection (c)(2) of such section is
amended by inserting ‘‘corruption and’ after
“monitor”.

(3) REQUESTS BY CONGRESS.—Subsection
(d)(2) of such section is amended to read as
follows:

‘(2) REQUIREMENTS.—A request under para-
graph (1) with respect to whether a foreign
person has engaged in an activity described
in subsection (a) shall be submitted to the
President in writing jointly by the chair-
person and ranking member of one of the ap-
propriate congressional committees.”.

(c) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Section 1264(a)
of the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Ac-
countability Act (22 U.S.C. 10103(a)) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (5), by striking *‘; and’’ and
inserting a semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (6), by striking the period
at the end and inserting a semicolon; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(T) a description of additional steps taken
by the President through diplomacy, inter-
national engagement, and assistance to for-
eign or security sectors to address persistent
underlying causes of conduct giving rise to
the imposition of sanctions under this sec-
tion, as amended on or after the date of the
enactment of this paragraph, in each coun-
try in which foreign persons with respect to
which such sanctions have been imposed are
located; and

‘“(8) a description of additional steps taken
by the President to ensure the pursuit of ju-
dicial accountability in appropriate jurisdic-
tions with respect to foreign persons subject
to sanctions under this section.”.

SEC. 5720. REPORT ON COUNTERING THE ACTIVI-
TIES OF MALIGN ACTORS.

(a) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
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Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of the Treasury and the Adminis-
trator, shall submit a report to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate,
the Select Committee on Intelligence of the
Senate, the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives, and the Per-
manent Select Committee on Intelligence of
the House of Representatives regarding
United States diplomatic efforts in Africa in
achieving United States policy goals and
countering the activities of malign actors.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include—

(A) case studies from Mali, Sudan, the Cen-
tral African Republic, the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo, and South Sudan, with
the goal of assessing the effectiveness of dip-
lomatic tools during the 5-year period ending
on the date of the enactment of this Act; and

(B) an assessment of—

(i) the extent and effectiveness of certain
diplomatic tools to advance United States
priorities in the respective case study coun-
tries, including—

(I) in-country diplomatic presence;

(IT) humanitarian and development assist-
ance;

(IIT) support for increased 2-way trade and
investment;

(IV) United States security assistance;

(V) public diplomacy; and

(VI) accountability measures,
sanctions;

(ii) whether the use of the diplomatic tools
described in clause (i) achieved the diplo-
matic ends for which they were intended;
and

(iii) the means by which the Russian Fed-
eration and the People’s Republic of China
exploited any openings for diplomatic en-
gagement in the case study countries.

(b) FOrRM.—The report required under sub-
section (b) shall be submitted in classified
form.

(c) CLASSIFIED BRIEFING REQUIRED.—Not
later than 1 year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary and the Ad-
ministrator shall jointly brief Congress re-
garding the report required under subsection
().

including

TITLE LVIII—EXTENSION OF
AUTHORITIES
SEC. 5801. CONSULTING SERVICES.

Any consulting services through procure-
ment contracts shall be limited to contracts
in which such expenditures are a matter of
public record and available for public inspec-
tion, except where otherwise provided under
existing law, or under existing Executive or-
ders issued pursuant to existing law.

SEC. 5802. DIPLOMATIC FACILITIES.

For the purposes of calculating the costs of
providing new United States diplomatic fa-
cilities in any fiscal year, in accordance with
section 604(e) of the Secure Embassy Con-
struction and Counterterrorism Act of 1999
(22 U.S.C. 4865 note), the Secretary of State,
in consultation with the Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget, shall deter-
mine the annual program level and agency
shares for such fiscal year in a manner that
is proportional to the contribution of the De-
partment of State for this purpose.

SEC. 5803. EXTENSION OF EXISTING AUTHORI-
TIES.

(a) EXTENSION OF AUTHORITIES.—

(1) PASSPORT FEES.—Section 1(b)(2) of the
Passport Act of June 4, 1920 (22 U.S.C.
214(b)(2)) shall be applied by striking ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2010 and inserting ‘‘September
30, 2024”°.

(2) INCENTIVES FOR CRITICAL POSTS.—The
authority contained in section 1115(d) of the
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2009 (Pub-
lic Law 111-32) shall remain in effect through
‘“September 30, 2024°.
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(3) USAID CIVIL SERVICE ANNUITANT WAIV-
ER.—Section 625(j)(1)(B) of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2385(j)(1)(B))
shall be applied by striking ‘“‘October 1, 2010’
and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2024"’.

(4) OVERSEAS PAY COMPARABILITY AND LIMI-
TATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The authority provided
by section 1113 of the Supplemental Appro-
priations Act, 2009 (Public Law 111-32) shall
remain in effect through September 30, 2024.

(B) LIMITATION.—The authority described
in subparagraph (A) may not be used to pay
an eligible member of the Foreign Service
(as defined in section 1113(b) of the Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, 2009 (Public Law
111-32)) a locality-based comparability pay-
ment (stated as a percentage) that exceeds
two-thirds of the amount of the locality-
based comparability payment (stated as a
percentage) that would be payable to such
member under section 5304 of title 5, United
States Code, if such member’s official duty
station were in the District of Columbia.

(5) INSPECTOR GENERAL ANNUITANT WAIV-
ER.—The authorities provided in section
1015(b) of the Supplemental Appropriations
Act, 2010 (Public Law 111-212)—

(A) shall remain in effect through Sep-
tember 30, 2024; and

(B) may be used to facilitate the assign-
ment of persons for oversight of programs in
Somalia, South Sudan, Syria, Venezuela, and
Yemen.

(6) ACCOUNTABILITY REVIEW BOARDS.—The
authority provided under section 301(a)(3) of
the Omnibus Diplomatic Security and
Antiterrorism Act of 1986 (22 TU.S.C.
4831(a)(3)) shall remain in effect for facilities
in Afghanistan and shall apply to facilities
in Ukraine through September 30, 2024, ex-
cept that the notification and reporting re-
quirements contained in such section shall
include the appropriate congressional com-
mittees, the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate, and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives.

(7) DEPARTMENT OF STATE INSPECTOR GEN-
ERAL WAIVER AUTHORITY.—The Inspector
General of the Department may waive the
provisions of subsections (a) through (d) of
section 824 of the Foreign Service Act of 1980
(22 U.S.C. 4064), on a case-by-case basis, for
an annuitant reemployed by the Inspector
General on a temporary basis, subject to the
same constraints and in the same manner by
which the Secretary of State may exercise
such waiver authority pursuant to sub-
section (g) of such section.

(b) EXTENSION OF PROCUREMENT AUTHOR-
ITY.—Section 7077 of the Department of
State, Foreign Operations, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 2012 (division I of
Public Law 112-74) shall continue in effect
until September 30, 2024.

SEC. 5804. WAR RESERVES STOCKPILE AND MILI-
TARY TRAINING REPORT.

(a) EXTENSION OF WAR RESERVES STOCKPILE
AUTHORITY.—Section 12001(d) of the Depart-
ment of Defense Appropriations Act, 2005
(Public Law 108-287; 118 Stat. 1011) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘of this section’ and all that
follows through the period at the end and in-
serting ‘‘of this section after September 30,
2024.”.

(b) ANNUAL FOREIGN MILITARY TRAINING
REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For the purposes of imple-
menting section 6566 of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2416), the term
“‘military training provided to foreign mili-
tary personnel by the Department of Defense
and the Department of State’” shall be
deemed to include all military training pro-
vided by foreign governments with funds ap-
propriated to the Department of Defense or
the Department of State, except for training
provided by the government of a country
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designated under section 517(b) of such Act
(22 U.S.C. 2321k(b)) as a major non-North At-
lantic Treaty Organization ally. Such third-
country training shall be clearly identified
in the report submitted pursuant to such
section 656.

(2) DISTRIBUTION OF REPORT.—section 656(e)
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22
U.S.C. 2416(e)) is amended to read as follows:

‘‘(e) DEFINED TERM.—In this section, the
term ‘appropriate congressional committees’
means—

‘(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations
of the Senate;

“(2) the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate;

‘(3) the Committee on Armed Services of
the Senate;

‘‘(4) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives;

‘“(5) the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives; and

‘(6) the Committee on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives.”.

SEC. 5805. COMMISSION ON REFORM AND MOD-
ERNIZATION OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF STATE.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“‘Commission on Reform and
Modernization of the Department of State
Act”.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSION.—There
is established, in the legislative branch, the
Commission on Reform and Modernization of
the Department of State (referred to in this
section as the “Commission’’).

(¢c) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Com-
mission are—

(1) to examine the changing nature of di-
plomacy in the 21st century and the ways in
which the Department and its personnel can
modernize to advance the interests of the
United States; and

(2) to offer recommendations to the Presi-
dent and Congress related to—

(A) the organizational structure of the De-
partment, including a review of the jurisdic-
tional responsibilities of all of the Depart-
ment’s regional bureaus (the Bureau of Afri-
can Affairs, the Bureau of East Asian and
Pacific Affairs, the Bureau of European and
Eurasian Affairs, the Bureau of Near Eastern
Affairs, the Bureau of South and Central
Asian Affairs, and the Bureau of Western
Hemisphere Affairs);

(B) personnel-related matters, including
recruitment, promotion, training, and reten-
tion of the Department’s workforce in order
to retain the best and brightest personnel
and foster effective diplomacy worldwide, in-
cluding measures to strengthen diversity and
inclusion to ensure that the Department’s
workforce represents all of America;

(C) the Department of State’s infrastruc-
ture (both domestic and overseas), including
infrastructure relating to information tech-
nology, transportation, and security;

(D) the link among diplomacy and defense,
intelligence, development, commercial,
health, law enforcement, and other core
United States interests;

(E) core legislation that authorizes United
States diplomacy, including the Foreign
Service Act of 1980 (Public Law 96-465);

(F) related regulations, rules, and proc-
esses that define United States diplomatic
efforts, including the Foreign Affairs Man-
ual; and

(G) treaties that impact United States
overseas presence.

(d) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) CoMPOSITION.—The Commission shall be
composed of 10 members, of whom—

(A) 2 members shall be appointed by the
President;

(B) 1 member shall be appointed by the
chairperson of the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations of the Senate;
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(C) 1 member shall be appointed by the
ranking member of the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate;

(D) 1 member shall be appointed by the
chairperson of the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives;

(E) 1 member shall be appointed by the
ranking member of the Committee on For-
eign Affairs of the House of Representatives;

(F) 1 member shall be appointed by the ma-
jority leader of the Senate, who shall serve
as co-chair of the Commission;

(G) 1 member shall be appointed by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(H) 1 member shall be appointed by the mi-
nority leader of the Senate, who shall serve
as co-chair of the Commission; and

(I) 1 member shall be appointed by the mi-
nority leader of the House of Representa-
tives.

(2) QUALIFICATIONS; MEETINGS.—

(A) MEMBERSHIP.—The members of the
Commission should be prominent United
States citizens, with national recognition
and significant depth of experience in inter-
national relations and with the Department.

(B) POLITICAL PARTY AFFILIATION.—Not
more than 4 members of the Commission
may be from the same political party.

(C) MEETINGS.—

(1) INITIAL MEETING.—Not later than 45 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commission shall hold the first meeting
and begin operations as soon as practicable.

(ii) FREQUENCY.—The Commission shall
meet at the call of the co-chairs.

(iii) QUORUM.—Six members of the Com-
mission shall constitute a quorum for pur-
poses of conducting business, except that 2
members of the Commission shall constitute
a quorum for purposes of receiving testi-
mony.

(D) VACANCIES.—Any vacancy in the Com-
mission shall not affect the powers of the
Commission, but shall be filled in the same
manner as the original appointment.

(e) FUNCTIONS OF COMMISSION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall act
by resolution agreed to by a majority of the
members of the Commission voting and
present.

(2) PANELS.—The Commission may estab-
lish panels composed of less than the full
membership of the Commission for purposes
of carrying out the duties of the Commission
under this section. The actions of any such
panel shall be subject to the review and con-
trol of the Commission. Any findings and de-
terminations made by such a panel may not
be considered the findings and determina-
tions of the Commission unless such findings
and determinations are approved by the
Commission.

(3) DELEGATION.—Any member, agent, or
staff of the Commission may, if authorized
by the co-chairs of the Commission, take any
action which the Commission is authorized
to take pursuant to this section.

(f) POWERS OF COMMISSION.—

(1) HEARINGS AND EVIDENCE.—The Commis-
sion or any panel or member of the Commis-
sion, as delegated by the co-chairs, may, for
the purpose of carrying out this section—

(A) hold such hearings and meetings, take
such testimony, receive such evidence, and
administer such oaths as the Commission or
such designated subcommittee or designated
member considers necessary;

(B) require the attendance and testimony
of such witnesses and the production of such
correspondence, memoranda, papers, and
documents, as the Commission or such des-
ignated subcommittee or designated member
considers necessary; and

(C) subject to applicable privacy laws and
relevant regulations, secure directly from
the Department, USAID, the United States
International Development Finance Corpora-
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tion, the Millennium Challenge Corporation,
the Peace Corps, Trade Development Agency,
and the United States Agency for Global
Media information and data necessary to en-
able it to carry out its mission, which shall
be provided not later than 30 days after the
Commission provides a written request for
such information and data.

(2) CONTRACTS.—The Commission, to such
extent and in such amounts as are provided
in appropriations Acts, may enter into con-
tracts to enable the Commission to discharge
its duties under this section.

(3) INFORMATION FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may se-
cure directly from any executive depart-
ment, bureau, agency, board, commission, of-
fice, independent establishment, or instru-
mentality of the Government, information,
suggestions, estimates, and statistics for the
purposes of this section.

(B) HANDLING.—Information may only be
received, handled, stored, and disseminated
by members of the Commission and its staff
in accordance with all applicable statutes,
regulations, and Executive orders.

(4) ASSISTANCE FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES.—

(A) SECRETARY OF STATE.—The Secretary
shall provide to the Commission, on a nonre-
imbursable basis, such administrative serv-
ices, staff, and other support services as are
necessary for the performance of the Com-
mission’s duties under this section.

(B) OTHER DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES.—
Other Federal departments and agencies may
provide the Commission such services, staff,
and other support as such departments and
agencies consider advisable and authorized
by law.

(5) ASSISTANCE FROM INDEPENDENT ORGANI-
ZATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In order to inform its
work, the Commission should review reports
that were written during the 15-year period
ending on the date of the enactment of this
Act by independent organizations and out-
side experts relating to reform and mod-
ernization of the Department.

(B) AVOIDING DUPLICATION.—In analyzing
the reports referred to in subparagraph (A),
the Commission should pay particular atten-
tion to any specific reform proposals that
have been recommended by 2 or more of such
reports.

(6) CONGRESSIONAL CONSULTATION.—Not less
frequently than quarterly, the Commission
shall provide a briefing to the Committee on
Foreign Relations of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate, the
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House
of Representatives, and the Committee on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives regarding the work of the Commission.

(g) STAFF AND COMPENSATION.—

(1) STAFF.—

(A) COMPENSATION.—The co-chairs of the
Commission, in accordance with rules estab-
lished by the Commission, shall appoint and
fix the compensation of a staff director and
such other personnel as may be necessary to
enable the Commission to carry out its du-
ties, without regard to the provisions of title
5, United States Code, governing appoint-
ments in the competitive service, and with-
out regard to the provisions of chapter 51 and
subchapter III of chapter 53 of such title re-
lating to classification and General Schedule
pay rates, except that no rate of pay fixed
under this subsection may exceed the equiva-
lent of that payable to a person occupying a
position at level V of the Executive Schedule
under section 5316 of such title.

(B) DETAIL OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES.—A
Federal Government employee may be de-
tailed to the Commission without reimburse-
ment, and such detail shall be without inter-
ruption or loss of civil service status or
privilege.
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(C) PROCUREMENT OF TEMPORARY AND
INTERMITTENT SERVICES.—The co-chairs of
the Commission may procure temporary and
intermittent services under section 3109(b) of
title 5, United States Code, at rates for indi-
viduals that do not exceed the daily equiva-
lent of the annual rate of basic pay pre-
scribed for level IV of the Executive Sched-
ule under section 5315 of such title.

(2) COMMISSION MEMBERS.—

(A) COMPENSATION.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), each member of the Commis-
sion may be compensated at a rate not to ex-
ceed the daily equivalent of the annual rate
of basic pay in effect for a position at level
IV of the Executive Schedule under section
5315 of title 5, United States Code, for each
day during which that member is engaged in
the actual performance of the duties of the
Commission under this section.

(ii) WAIVER OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS.—Sub-
sections (a) through (d) of section 824 of the
Foreign Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4064)
are waived for an annuitant on a temporary
basis so as to be compensated for work per-
formed as part of the Commission.

(3) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—While away from
their homes or regular places of business in
the performance of service for the Commis-
sion, members and staff of the Commission,
and any Federal Government employees de-
tailed to the Commission, shall be allowed
travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of
subsistence, in the same manner as persons
employed intermittently in Government
service are allowed expenses under section
5703(b) of title 5, United States Code.

(4) SECURITY CLEARANCES FOR COMMISSION
MEMBERS AND STAFF.—The appropriate Fed-
eral agencies or departments shall cooperate
with the Commission in expeditiously pro-
viding to Commission members and staff ap-
propriate security clearances to the extent
possible pursuant to existing procedures and
requirements, except that no person shall be
provided access to classified information
under this section without the appropriate
security clearances.

(h) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commission shall submit a final report
to the President and to Congress that—

(A) examines all substantive aspects of De-
partment personnel, management, and oper-
ations; and

(B) contains such findings, conclusions,
and recommendations for corrective meas-
ures as have been agreed to by a majority of
Commission members.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include findings, conclu-
sions, and recommendations related to—

(A) the organizational structure of the De-
partment, including recommendations on
whether any of the jurisdictional responsibil-
ities among the bureaus referred to in sub-
section (c)(2)(A) should be adjusted, with
particular focus on the opportunities and
costs of adjusting jurisdictional responsi-
bility between the Bureau of Near Eastern
Affairs to the Bureau of African Affairs, the
Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs, the
Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs,
and any other bureaus as may be necessary
to advance United States efforts to strength-
en its diplomatic engagement in the Indo-
Pacific region;

(B) personnel-related matters, including
recruitment, promotion, training, and reten-
tion of the Department’s workforce in order
to retain the best and brightest personnel
and foster effective diplomacy worldwide, in-
cluding measures to strengthen diversity and
inclusion to ensure that the Department’s
workforce represents all of America;
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(C) the Department of State’s infrastruc-
ture (both domestic and overseas), including
infrastructure relating to information tech-
nology, transportation, and security;

(D) the link between diplomacy and de-
fense, development, commercial, health, law
enforcement, and other core United States
interests;

(E) core legislation that authorizes United
States diplomacy;

(F) related regulations, rules, and proc-
esses that define United States diplomatic
efforts, including the Foreign Affairs Man-
ual;

(G) treaties that impact United States
overseas presence;

(H) any other areas that the Commission
considers necessary for a complete appraisal
of United States diplomacy and Department
management and operations; and

(I) the amount of time, manpower, and fi-
nancial resources that would be necessary to
implement the recommendations specified
under this paragraph.

(3) DEPARTMENT RESPONSE.—The Secretary,
in coordination with the heads of appro-
priate Federal departments and agencies,
shall have the right to review and respond to
all Commission recommendations—

(A) before the Commission submits its re-
port to the President and to Congress; and

(B) not later than 90 days after receiving
such recommendations from the Commis-
sion.

(i) TERMINATION OF COMMISSION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission, and all
the authorities under this section, shall ter-
minate on the date that is 60 days after the
date on which the final report is submitted
pursuant to subsection (h).

(2) ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES BEFORE TER-
MINATION.—The Commission may use the 60-
day period referred to in paragraph (1) for
the purpose of concluding its activities, in-
cluding providing testimony to committees
of Congress concerning its reports and dis-
seminating the report.

(j) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated up to
$2,000,000 for fiscal year 2023 to carry out this
section.

SA 6446. Mr. REED (for Mr. CORNYN
(for himself and Mr. WHITEHOUSE)) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed to amendment SA 5499 pro-
posed by Mr. REED (for himself and Mr.
INHOFE) to the bill H.R. 7900, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2023
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense and for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . TREATMENT OF EXEMPTIONS UNDER
FARA.

(a) DEFINITION.—Section 1 of the Foreign
Agents Registration Act of 1938, as amended
(22 U.S.C. 611) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

‘(@) The term ‘country of concern’ means—

‘(1) the People’s Republic of China;

‘(2) the Russian Federation;

‘“(3) the Islamic Republic of Iran;

‘“(4) the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea;

‘“(5) the Republic of Cuba; and

‘(6) the Syrian Arab Republic.”.

(b) EXEMPTIONS.—Section 3 of the Foreign
Agents Registration Act of 1938, as amended
(22 U.S.C. 613), is amended, in the matter pre-
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ceding subsection (a), by inserting ‘¢, except
that the exemptions under subsections (d)(1)
and (h) shall not apply to any agent of a for-
eign principal that is a country of concern”
before the colon.

(c) SUNSET.—The amendments made by
subsections (a) and (b) shall terminate on Oc-
tober 1, 2025.

SA 6447. Mr. REED (for Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment
SA 5499 proposed by Mr. REED (for him-
self and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill H.R.
7900, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2023 for military activities
of the Department of Defense and for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place insert the
following:

DIVISION F—MATTERS RELATED TO
TAIWAN

SEC. 10001. SHORT TITLE.

This division may be cited as ‘‘Matters Re-
lated to Taiwan’.

TITLE I—IMPLEMENTATION OF AN EN-
HANCED DEFENSE PARTNERSHIP BE-
TWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND TAI-
WAN

SEC. 10101. MODERNIZING TAIWAN’S SECURITY

CAPABILITIES TO DETER AND, IF
NECESSARY, DEFEAT AGGRESSION
BY THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
CHINA.

(a) TAIWAN SECURITY PROGRAMS.—The Sec-
retary of State, in consultation with the
Secretary of Defense, shall use the authori-
ties under this section to strengthen the
United States-Taiwan defense relationship,
and to support the acceleration of the mod-
ernization of Taiwan’s defense capabilities,
consistent with the Taiwan Relations Act
(Public Law 96-8).

(b) PURPOSE.—In addition to the purposes
otherwise authorized for Foreign Military
Financing programs under the Arms Export
Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.), a purpose
of the Foreign Military Financing Program
should be to provide assistance, including
equipment, training, and other support, to
build the civilian and defensive military ca-
pabilities of Taiwan—

(1) to accelerate the modernization of self-
defense capabilities that will enable Taiwan
to delay, degrade, and deny attempts by Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army forces—

(A) to conduct coercive or grey zone activi-
ties;

(B) to blockade Taiwan; or

(C) to secure a lodgment on any islands ad-
ministered by Taiwan and expand or other-
wise use such lodgment to seize control of a
population center or other key territory in
Taiwan; and

(2) to prevent the People’s Republic of
China from decapitating, seizing control of,
or otherwise neutralizing or rendering inef-
fective Taiwan’s civilian and defense leader-
ship.

(c) REGIONAL CONTINGENCY STOCKPILE.—Of
the amounts authorized to be appropriated
pursuant to subsection (g), not more than
$100,000,000 may be used during each of the
fiscal years 2023 through 2032 to maintain a
stockpile (if established under section 10002),
in accordance with section 514 of the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2321h), as
amended by section 10002.

(d) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—

(1) ANNUAL SPENDING PLAN.—Not later than
March 1, 2023, and annually thereafter, the
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Secretary of State, in coordination with the
Secretary of Defense, shall submit a plan to
the appropriate committees of Congress de-
scribing how amounts authorized to be ap-
propriated pursuant to subsection (g), if
made available, would be used to achieve the
purpose described in subsection (b).

(2) CERTIFICATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Amounts authorized to be
appropriated for each fiscal year pursuant to
subsection (g) are authorized to be made
available after the Secretary of State, in co-
ordination with the Secretary of Defense,
certifies not less than annually to the appro-
priate committees of Congress that Taiwan
has increased its defense spending relative to
Taiwan’s defense spending in its prior fiscal
year, which may include support for an
asymmetric strategy, excepting accounts in
Taiwan’s defense budget related to personnel
expenditures, (other than military training
and education and any funding related to the
All-Out Defense Mobilization Agency).

(B) WAIVER.—The Secretary of State may
waive the certification requirement under
subparagraph (A) if the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Defense, cer-
tifies to the Committee on Foreign Relations
of the Senate, the Committee on Armed
Services of the Senate, the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate, the Committee
on Foreign Affairs of the House of Represent-
atives, the Committee on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives, and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives that for any given year—

(i) Taiwan is unable to increase its defense
spending relative to its defense spending in
its prior fiscal year due to severe hardship;
and

(ii) making available the amounts author-
ized under subparagraph (A) is in the na-
tional interests of the United States.

(3) REMAINING FUNDS.—Amounts authorized
to be appropriated for a fiscal year pursuant
to subsection (g) that are not obligated and
expended during such fiscal year shall be
added to the amount that may be used for
Foreign Military Financing to Taiwan in the
subsequent fiscal year.

(e) ANNUAL REPORT ON ADVANCING THE DE-
FENSE OF TATWAN.—

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees”
means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Armed Services of
the Senate;

(C) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives; and

(D) the Committee on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives.

(2) INITIAL REPORT.—Concurrently with the
first certification required under subsection
(d)(2), the Secretary of State and the Sec-
retary of Defense shall jointly submit a re-
port to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees that describes steps taken to en-
hance the United States-Taiwan defense re-
lationship and Taiwan’s modernization of its
defense capabilities.

(3) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—Each report
required under paragraph (2) shall include—

(A) an assessment of the commitment of
Taiwan to implement a military strategy
that will deter and, if necessary, defeat mili-
tary aggression by the People’s Republic of
China, including the steps that Taiwan has
taken and the steps that Taiwan has not
taken towards such implementation;

(B) an assessment of the efforts of Taiwan
to acquire and employ within its forces
counterintervention capabilities, including—

(i) long-range precision fires;

(ii) integrated air and missile defense sys-
tems;
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(iii) anti-ship cruise missiles;

(iv) land-attack cruise missiles;

(v) coastal defense;

(vi) anti-armor;

(vii) undersea warfare;

(viii) survivable swarming maritime as-
sets;

(ix) manned and unmanned aerial systems;

(x) mining and countermining capabilities;

(xi) intelligence, surveillance, and recon-
naissance capabilities;

(xii) command and control systems; and

(xiii) any other defense capabilities that
the United States and Taiwan jointly deter-
mine are crucial to the defense of Taiwan;

(C) an evaluation of the balance between
conventional and counter intervention capa-
bilities in the defense force of Taiwan as of
the date on which the report is submitted;

(D) an assessment of steps taken by Tai-
wan to enhance the overall readiness of its
defense forces, including—

(i) the extent to which Taiwan is requiring
and providing regular and relevant training
to such forces;

(ii) the extent to which such training is re-
alistic to the security environment that Tai-
wan faces; and

(iii) the sufficiency of the financial and
budgetary resources Taiwan is putting to-
ward readiness of such forces;

(E) an assessment of steps taken by Tai-
wan to ensure that the Taiwan Reserve Com-
mand can recruit, train, and equip its forces;

(F) an evaluation of—

(i) the severity of manpower shortages in
the military of Taiwan, including in the re-
serve forces;

(ii) the impact of such shortages in the
event of a conflict scenario; and

(iii) the efforts made by Taiwan to address
such shortages;

(G) an assessment of the efforts made by
Taiwan to boost its civilian defenses, includ-
ing any informational campaigns to raise
awareness among the population of Taiwan
of the risks Taiwan faces;

(H) an assessment of the efforts made by
Taiwan to secure its critical infrastructure,
including in transportation, telecommuni-
cations networks, and energy;

(I) an assessment of the efforts made by
Taiwan to enhance its cybersecurity, includ-
ing the security of civilian government and
military networks;

(J) an assessment of any significant gaps
in any of the matters described in subpara-
graphs (A) through (I) with respect to which
the United States assesses that additional
action is needed;

(K) a description of cooperative efforts be-
tween the United States and Taiwan on the
matters described in subparagraphs (A)
through (J); and

(L) a description of any resistance in Tai-
wan to—

(i) implementing the matters described in
subparagraphs (A) through (I); or

(ii) United States’ support or engagement
with regard to such matters.

(4) SUBSEQUENT REPORTS.—Concurrently
with subsequent certifications required
under subsection (d)(2), the Secretary of
State and the Secretary of Defense shall
jointly submit updates to the initial report
required under paragraph (2) that provides a
description of changes and developments
that occurred in the prior year.

(6) FoORM.—The reports required under
paragraphs (2) and (4) shall be submitted in
classified form, but shall include a detailed
unclassified summary.

(6) SHARING OF SUMMARY.—The Secretary
of State and the Secretary of Defense shall
jointly share the unclassified summary re-
quired under paragraph (5) with Taiwan, as
appropriate.
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(f) FOREIGN MILITARY FINANCING LLOAN AND
LOAN GUARANTEE AUTHORITY.—

(1) DIRECT LOANS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
23(c)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act (22
U.S.C. 2763), during fiscal years 2023 through
2027, the Secretary of State is authorized to
make direct loans available for Taiwan pur-
suant to section 23 of such Act.

(B) MAXIMUM OBLIGATIONS.—Gross obliga-
tions for the principal amounts of loans au-
thorized under subparagraph (A) may not ex-
ceed $2,000,000,000.

(C) SOURCE OF FUNDS.—

(i) DEFINED TERM.—In this subparagraph,
the term ‘“‘cost”—

(I) has the meaning given such term in sec-
tion 502(5) of the Congressional Budget Act
of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 661a(b));

(IT) shall include the cost of modifying a
loan authorized under subparagraph (A); and

(III) may include the costs of selling, re-
ducing, or cancelling any amounts owed to
the United States or to any agency of the
United States.

(ii) IN GENERAL.—Amounts authorized to be
appropriated pursuant to subsection (g) may
be made available to pay for the cost of loans
authorized under subparagraph (A).

(D) FEES AUTHORIZED.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Government of the
United States may charge fees for loans
made pursuant to subparagraph (A), which
shall be collected from borrowers through a
financing account (as defined in section
502(7) of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974
(2 U.S.C. 661a(7)).

(ii) LIMITATION ON FEE PAYMENTS.—
Amounts made available under any appro-
priations Act for any fiscal year may not be
used to pay any fees associated with a loan
authorized under subparagraph (A).

(E) REPAYMENT.—Loans made pursuant to
subparagraph (A) shall be repaid not later
than 12 years after the loan is received by
the borrower, including a grace period of not
more than 1 year on repayment of principal.

(F') INTEREST.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
23(c)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act (22
U.S.C. 2763(c)(1)), interest for loans made
pursuant to subparagraph (A) may be
charged at a rate determined by the Sec-
retary of State, except that such rate may
not be less than the prevailing interest rate
on marketable Treasury securities of similar
maturity.

(ii) TREATMENT OF LOAN AMOUNTS USED TO
PAY INTEREST.—Amounts made available
under this paragraph for interest costs shall
not be considered assistance for the purposes
of any statutory limitation on assistance to
a country.

(2) LOAN GUARANTEES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Amounts authorized to be
appropriated pursuant to subsection (g) may
be made available for the costs of loan guar-
antees for Taiwan under section 24 of the
Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2764) for
Taiwan to subsidize gross obligations for the
principal amount of commercial loans and
total loan principal, any part of which may
be guaranteed, not to exceed $2,000,000,000.

(B) MAXIMUM AMOUNTS.—A loan guarantee
authorized under subparagraph (A)—

(i) may not guarantee a loan that exceeds
$2,000,000,000; and

(ii) may not exceed 80 percent of the loan
principal with respect to any single bor-
rower.

(C) SUBORDINATION.—Any loan guaranteed
pursuant to subparagraph (A) may not be
subordinated to—

(i) another debt contracted by the bor-
rower; or

(ii) any other claims against the borrower
in the case of default.
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(D) REPAYMENT.—Repayment in United
States dollars of any loan guaranteed under
this paragraph shall be required not later
than 12 years after the loan agreement is
signed.

(E) FEES.—Notwithstanding section 24 of
the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2764),
the Government of the United States may
charge fees for loan guarantees authorized
under subparagraph (A), which shall be col-
lected from borrowers, or from third parties
on behalf of such borrowers, through a fi-
nancing account (as defined in section 502(7)
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 (2
U.S.C. 661a(7)).

(F) TREATMENTS OF LOAN GUARANTEES.—
Amounts made available under this para-
graph for the costs of loan guarantees au-
thorized under subparagraph (A) shall not be
considered assistance for the purposes of any
statutory limitation on assistance to a coun-
try.

(3) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT.—Amounts
authorized to be appropriated to carry out
this subsection may not be expended without
prior notification of the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress.

(g2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—In
addition to amounts otherwise authorized to
be appropriated for Foreign Military Financ-
ing, there is authorized to be appropriated to
the Department of State for Taiwan Foreign
Military Finance grant assistance up to
$2,000,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 2023
through 2027.

(2) TRAINING AND EDUCATION.—Of the
amounts authorized to be appropriated under
paragraph (1), the Secretary of State should
use not less than $2,000,000 per fiscal year for
one or more blanket order Foreign Military
Financing training programs related to the
defense needs of Taiwan.

(3) DIRECT COMMERCIAL CONTRACTING.—Of
the amounts authorized to be appropriated
under paragraph (1), the Secretary of State
may utilize such funds for the procurement
of defense articles, defense services, or de-
sign and construction services that are not
sold by the United States Government under
the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751
et seq.).

(4) OFFSHORE PROCUREMENT.—Of the
amounts authorized to be appropriated for
Foreign Military Financing and made avail-
able for Taiwan, not more than 15 percent
made available for each fiscal year may be
available for the procurement by Taiwan in
Taiwan of defense articles and defense serv-
ices, including research and development, as
agreed by the United States and Taiwan.

(h) SUNSET PROVISION.—Assistance may
not be provided under this section after Sep-
tember 30, 2032.

SEC. 10102. INCREASE IN ANNUAL REGIONAL
CONTINGENCY STOCKPILE ADDI-
TIONS AND SUPPORT FOR TAIWAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 514(b)(2)(A) of the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C.
2321h(b)(2)(A)) is amended by striking
‘$200,000,000’” and all that follows and insert-
ing ¢$500,000,000 for any of the fiscal years
2023, 2024, or 2025.”".

(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—Subject to section 514
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22
U.S.C. 2321h), the President may establish a
regional contingency stockpile for Taiwan
that consists of munitions and other appro-
priate defense articles.

(c) INCLUSION OF TAIWAN AMONG OTHER AL-
LIES ELIGIBLE FOR DEFENSE ARTICLES.—Chap-
ter 2 of part II of the Foreign Assistance Act
of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2311 et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 514(c)(2) (22 U.S.C. 2321h(c)(2)),
by inserting ‘“‘Taiwan,” after ‘‘Thailand,”’;
and

(2) in section 516(c)(2) (22 U.S.C. 2321j(c)(2)),
by inserting ‘‘to Taiwan,” after ‘‘major non-
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NATO allies on such southern and south-
eastern flank,”.

(d) ANNUAL BRIEFING.—Not later than 1
year after the date of enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter for 7 years, the
President shall provide a briefing to the ap-
propriate committees of Congress regarding
the status of a regional contingency stock-
pile established under subsection (b).

SEC. 10103. INTERNATIONAL MILITARY EDU-
CATION AND TRAINING COOPERA-
TION WITH TAIWAN.

The Secretary of State is authorized to
provide training and education to relevant
entities in Taiwan through the International
Military Education and Training program (22
U.S.C. 2347 et seq).

SEC. 10104. ADDITIONAL AUTHORITIES TO SUP-
PORT TAIWAN.

(a) DRAWDOWN AUTHORITY.—Section 506(a)
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22
U.S.C. 2318(a)) is amended , insert the fol-
lowing paragraph:

““(3) In addition to amounts already speci-
fied in this section, the President may direct
the drawdown of defense articles from the
stocks of the Department of Defense, defense
services of the Department of Defense, and
military education and training, of an aggre-
gate value of not to exceed $1,000,000,000 per
fiscal year, to be provided to Taiwan.”’.

(b) EMERGENCY AUTHORITY.—In section
552(c) of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961
(22 U.S.C. 2348a(c)), insert at the end the fol-
lowing: “‘In addition to the aggregate value
of $25,000,000 authorized in paragraph (2) of
the preceding sentence, the President may
direct the drawdown of commodities and
services from the inventory and resources of
any agency of the United States Government
for the purposes of providing necessary and
immediate assistance to Taiwan of a value
not to exceed $25,000,000 in any fiscal year.”.
SEC. 10105. MULTI-YEAR PLAN TO FULFILL DE-

FENSIVE REQUIREMENTS OF MILI-
TARY FORCES OF TAIWAN AND
MODIFICATION OF ANNUAL REPORT
ON TAIWAN MILITARY CAPABILITIES
AND INTELLIGENCE SUPPORT.

(a) MULTI-YEAR PLAN.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense and the Sec-
retary of State shall engage for the purposes
of establishing a joint consultative mecha-
nism with appropriate officials of Taiwan to
develop and implement a multi-year plan to
provide for the acquisition of appropriate de-
fensive capabilities by Taiwan and to engage
with Taiwan in a series of combined train-
ing, exercises, and planning activities con-
sistent with the Taiwan Relations Act (Pub-
lic Law 96-8; 22 U.S.C. 3301 et seq.).

(b) ELEMENTS.—The plan required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) An identification of the defensive mili-
tary capability gaps and capacity shortfalls
of Taiwan that are required to—

(A) allow Taiwan to respond effectively to
aggression by the People’s Liberation Army
or other actors from the People’s Republic of
China; and

(B) advance a strategy of denial, reduce the
threat of conflict, thwart an invasion, and
mitigate other risks to the United States
and Taiwan.

(2) An assessment of the relative priority
assigned by appropriate departments and
agencies of Taiwan to include its military to
address such capability gaps and capacity
shortfalls.

(3) An explanation of the annual resources
committed by Taiwan to address such capa-
bility gaps and capacity shortfalls.

(4) A description and justification of the
relative importance of overcoming each
identified capability gap and capacity short-
fall for deterring, delaying, or defeating
military aggression by the People’s Republic
of China;
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(5) An assessment of—

(A) the capability gaps and capacity short-
falls that could be addressed in a sufficient
and timely manner by Taiwan; and

(B) the capability gaps and capacity short-
falls that are unlikely to be addressed in a
sufficient and timely manner solely by Tai-
wan.

(6) An assessment of the capability gaps
and capacity shortfalls described in para-
graph (5)(B) that could be addressed in a suf-
ficient and timely manner by—

(A) the Foreign Military Financing, For-
eign Military Sales, and Direct Commercial
Sales programs of the Department of State;

(B) Department of Defense security assist-
ance authorized by chapter 16 of title 10,
United States Code;

(C) Department of State training and edu-
cation programs authorized by chapter 5 of
part II of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961
(22 U.S.C. 2347 et seq.);

(D) section 506 of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2318);

(E) the provision of excess defense articles
pursuant to the requirements of the Arms
Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.); or

(F) any other authority available to the
Secretary of Defense or the Secretary of
State.

(7) A description of United States or Tai-
wan engagement with other countries that
could assist in addressing in a sufficient and
timely manner the capability gaps and ca-
pacity shortfalls identified pursuant to para-
graph (1).

(8) An identification of opportunities to
build interoperability, combined readiness,
joint planning capability, and shared situa-
tional awareness between the United States,
Taiwan, and other foreign partners and al-
lies, as appropriate, through combined train-
ing, exercises, and planning events, includ-
ing—

(A) table-top exercises and wargames that
allow operational commands to improve
joint and combined planning for contin-
gencies involving a well-equipped adversary
in a counter-intervention campaign;

(B) joint and combined exercises that test
the feasibility of counter-intervention strat-
egies, develop interoperability across serv-
ices, and develop the lethality and surviv-
ability of combined forces against a well-
equipped adversary;

(C) logistics exercises that test the feasi-
bility of expeditionary logistics in an ex-
tended campaign with a well-equipped adver-
sary;

(D) service-to-service exercise programs
that build functional mission skills for ad-
dressing challenges posed by a well-equipped
adversary in a counter-intervention cam-
paign; and

(E) any other combined training, exercises,
or planning with Taiwan’s military forces
that the Secretary of Defense and Secretary
of State consider relevant.

(9) An identification of options for the
United States to use, to the maximum ex-
tent practicable, existing authorities or pro-
grams to expedite military assistance to Tai-
wan in the event of a crisis or conflict, in-
cluding—

(A) a list of defense articles of the United
States that may be transferred to Taiwan
during a crisis or conflict;

(B) a list of authorities that may be used
to provide expedited military assistance to
Taiwan during a crisis or conflict;

(C) an assessment of methods that could be
used to deliver such assistance to Taiwan
during a crisis or conflict, including—

(i) the feasibility of employing such meth-
ods in different scenarios; and

(ii) recommendations for improving the
ability of the Armed Forces to deliver such
assistance to Taiwan; and
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(D) an assessment of any challenges in pro-
viding such assistance to Taiwan in the
event of a crisis or conflict and recommenda-
tions for addressing such challenges.

(c) RECURRENCE.—The joint consultative
mechanism required in subsection (a) shall
convene on a recurring basis and not less
than annually.

SEC. 10106. FAST-TRACKING SALES TO TAIWAN
UNDER FOREIGN MILITARY SALES
PROGRAM.

(a) PRECLEARANCE OF CERTAIN FOREIGN
MILITARY SALES ITEMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter, the Secretary of State,
in coordination with the Secretary of De-
fense, and in conjunction with coordinating
entities such as the National Disclosure Pol-
icy Committee, the Arms Transfer and Tech-
nology Release Senior Steering Group, and
other appropriate entities, shall compile a
list of available and emerging military plat-
forms, technologies, and equipment that are
pre-cleared and prioritized for sale and re-
lease to Taiwan through the Foreign Mili-
tary Sales program.

(2) SELECTION OF ITEMS.—

(A) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—The list com-
piled pursuant to paragraph (1) shall not be
construed as limiting the type, timing, or
quantity of items that may be requested by,
or sold to, Taiwan under the Foreign Mili-
tary Sales program.

(B) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this Act shall be construed to supersede con-
gressional notification requirements as re-
quired by the Arms Export Control Act (22
U.S.C. 2751 et. seq.).

(b) PRIORITIZED PROCESSING OF FOREIGN
MILITARY SALES REQUESTS FROM TAIWAN.—

(1) REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary of State
and the Secretary of Defense shall prioritize
and expedite the processing of requests from
Taiwan under the Foreign Military Sales
program, and may not delay the processing
of requests for bundling purposes.

(2) DURATION.—The requirement under
paragraph (1) shall continue until the Sec-
retary of State determines and certifies to
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the
Senate and the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives that
the threat to Taiwan has significantly
abated.

(¢) INTERAGENCY PoLicY.—The Secretary of
State and the Secretary of Defense shall
jointly review and update interagency poli-
cies and implementation guidance related to
Foreign Military Sales requests from Tai-
wan, including incorporating the
preclearance provisions of this section.

SEC. 10107. EXPEDITING DELIVERY OF ARMS EX-
PORTS TO TAIWAN AND UNITED
STATES ALLIES IN THE INDO-PA-
CIFIC.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than
March 1, 2023, and annually thereafter for a
period of 5 years, the Secretary of State, in
coordination with the Secretary of Defense,
shall transmit to the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress a report with respect to the
transfer of all defense articles or defense
services that have yet to be completed pur-
suant to the authorities provided by—

(1) section 3, 21, or 36 of the Arms Export
Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2753, 2761, or 2776); or

(2) section 516(c)(2) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2321j(c)(2)).

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(1) A list of all approved transfers of de-
fense articles and services authorized by
Congress pursuant to sections 25 and 36 of
the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2765,
2776) with a total value of $25,000,000 or more,
to Taiwan, Japan, South Korea, Australia,
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the Philippines, Thailand, or New Zealand,
that have not been fully delivered by the
start of the fiscal year in which the report is
being submitted.

(2) The estimated start and end dates of de-
livery for each approved and incomplete
transfer listed pursuant to paragraph (1), in-
cluding additional details and dates for any
transfers that involve multiple tranches of
deliveries.

(3) With respect to each approved and in-
complete transfer listed pursuant to para-
graph (1), a detailed description of—

(A) any changes in the delivery dates of de-
fense articles or services relative to the
dates anticipated at the time of congres-
sional approval of the transfer, including
specific reasons for any delays related to the
United States Government, defense sup-
pliers, or a foreign partner;

(B) the feasibility and advisability of pro-
viding the partner subject to such delayed
delivery with an interim capability or solu-
tion, including drawing from United States
stocks, and the mechanisms under consider-
ation for doing so as well as any challenges
to implementing such a capability or solu-
tion;

(C) authorities, appropriations, or waiver
requests that Congress could provide to im-
prove delivery timelines or authorize the
provision of interim capabilities or solutions
identified pursuant to subparagraph (B); and

(D) a description of which countries are
ahead of Taiwan for delivery of each item
listed pursuant to paragraph (1).

(4) A description of ongoing interagency ef-
forts to support attainment of operational
capability of the corresponding defense arti-
cles and services once delivered, including
advance training with United States or
armed forces of partner countries on the sys-
tems to be received. The description of any
such training shall also include an identi-
fication of the training implementer.

(5) If a transfer listed pursuant to para-
graph (1) has been terminated prior to the
date of the submission of the report for any
reason—

(A) the case information for such transfer,
including the date of congressional notifica-
tion, delivery date of the Letter of Offer and
Acceptance (LOA), final signature of the
LOA, and information pertaining to delays
in delivering LOAs for signature;

(B) a description of the reasons for which
the transfer is no longer in effect; and

(C) the impact this termination will have
on the intended end-user and the consequent
implications for regional security, including
the impact on deterrence of military action
by countries hostile to the United States,
the military balance in the Taiwan Strait,
and other factors.

(6) A separate description of the actions
the United States is taking to expedite and
prioritize deliveries of defense articles and
services to Taiwan, including—

(A) a description of what actions the De-
partment of State and the Department of De-
fense have taken or are planning to take to
prioritize Taiwan’s Foreign Military Sales
cases;

(B) current procedures or mechanisms for
determining that a Foreign Military Sales
case for Taiwan should be prioritized above a
sale to another country of the same or simi-
lar item; and

(C) whether the United States intends to
divert defense articles from United States
stocks to provide an interim capability or
solution with respect to any delayed deliv-
eries to Taiwan and the plan, if applicable,
to replenish any such diverted stocks.

(7) A description of other potential actions
already undertaken by or currently under
consideration by the Department of State
and the Department of Defense to improve
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delivery timelines for the transfers listed

pursuant to paragraph (1).

(c) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’’ means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives.

(d) ForM.—The report required under sub-
section (b) shall be submitted in unclassified
form but may include a classified annex.

SEC. 10108. ASSESSMENT OF TAIWAN’S NEEDS
FOR CIVILIAN DEFENSE AND RESIL-
IENCE.

(a) ASSESSMENT REQUIRED.—Not later than
120 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of State and the Sec-
retary of Defense, in coordination with the
Director of National Intelligence, shall sub-
mit a written assessment, with a classified
annex, of Taiwan’s needs in the areas of ci-
vilian defense and resilience to the appro-
priate committees of Congress, the Select
Committee on Intelligence of the Senate,
and the Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence of the House of Representatives.

(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The assess-
ment required under subsection (a) shall—

(1) analyze the potential role of Taiwan’s
public and civilian assets in defending
against various scenarios for foreign mili-
taries to coerce or conduct military aggres-
sion against Taiwan;

(2) carefully analyze Taiwan’s needs for en-
hancing its defensive capabilities through
the support of civilians and civilian sectors,
including—

(A) greater utilization of Taiwan’s high
tech labor force;

(B) the creation of clear structures and lo-
gistics support for civilian defense role allo-
cation;

(C) recruitment and skills training for Tai-
wan’s defense and civilian sectors; and

(D) other defense needs and considerations
at the provincial, city, and neighborhood lev-
els;

(3) analyze Taiwan’s needs for enhancing
resiliency among its people and in key eco-
nomic sectors;

(4) identify opportunities for Taiwan to en-
hance communications at all levels to
strengthen trust and understanding between
the military, other government departments,
civilian agencies and the general public, in-
cluding—

(A) communications infrastructure nec-
essary to ensure reliable communications in
response to a conflict or crisis; and

(B) a plan to effectively communicate to
the general public in response to a conflict
or crisis; and

(b) identify the areas and means through
which the United States could provide train-
ing, exercises, and assistance at all levels to
support the needs discovered through the as-
sessment and fill any critical gaps where ca-
pacity falls short of such needs.

(c) SHARING OF REPORT.—The assessment
required by subsection (a) shall be shared
with appropriate officials Taiwan to facili-
tate cooperation.

SEC. 10109. ANNUAL REPORT ON TAIWAN DEFEN-
SIVE MILITARY CAPABILITIES AND
INTELLIGENCE SUPPORT.

Section 1248 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public
Law 117-81; 135 Stat. 1988) is amended to read
as follows:

“SEC. 1248. ANNUAL REPORT ON TAIWAN CAPA-
BILITIES AND INTELLIGENCE SUP-
PORT.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
and the Secretary of Defense, in coordina-
tion with the heads of other relevant Federal
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departments and agencies, shall jointly each
year through fiscal year 2027, consistent with
the Taiwan Relations Act (Public Law 96-8;
22 U.S.C. 3302(c)), perform an annual assess-
ment of security matters related to Taiwan,
including intelligence matters, Taiwan’s de-
fensive military capabilities, and how defen-
sive shortcomings or vulnerabilities of Tai-
wan could be mitigated through cooperation,
modernization, or integration. At a min-
imum, the assessment shall include the fol-
lowing:

‘(1) An intelligence assessment regard-
ing—

‘““(A) conventional military and nuclear
threats to Taiwan from China, including ex-
ercises, patrols, and presence intended to in-
timidate or coerce Taiwan; and

‘Y(B) irregular warfare activities, including
influence operations, conducted by China to
interfere in or undermine the peace and sta-
bility of the Taiwan Strait.

‘“(2) The current military capabilities of
Taiwan and the ability of Taiwan to defend
itself from external conventional and irreg-
ular military threats across a range of sce-
narios.

‘(3) The interoperability of current and fu-
ture defensive capabilities of Taiwan with
the military capabilities of the TUnited
States and its allies and partners.

‘“(4) The plans, tactics, techniques, and
procedures underpinning an effective defense
strategy for Taiwan, including how address-
ing identified capability gaps and capacity
shortfalls will improve the effectiveness of
such strategy.

‘“(6) A description of additional personnel,
resources, and authorities in Taiwan or in
the United States that may be required to
meet any shortcomings in the development
of Taiwan’s military capabilities identified
pursuant to this section.

‘“(6) With respect to materiel capabilities
and capacities the Secretary of Defense and
Secretary of State jointly assess to be most
effective in deterring, defeating, or delaying
military aggression by the People’s Republic
of China, a prioritized list of capability gaps
and capacity shortfalls of the military forces
of Taiwan, including—

“(A) an identification of—

‘(i) any United States, Taiwan, or ally or
partner country defense production timeline
challenge related to potential materiel and
solutions to such capability gaps;

‘‘(ii) the associated investment costs of en-
abling expanded production for items cur-
rently at maximum production;

‘‘(iii) the associated investment costs of, or
mitigation strategies for, enabling export for
items currently not exportable; and

‘‘(iv) existing stocks of such capabilities in
the United States and ally and partner coun-
tries;

‘‘(B) the feasibility and advisability of pro-
curing solutions to such gaps and shortfalls
through United States allies and partners,
including through co-development or co-pro-
duction;

‘(C) the feasibility and advisability of as-
sisting Taiwan in the domestic production of
solutions to capability gaps, including
through—

‘(i) the transfer of intellectual property;
and

‘“(ii) co-development or co-production ar-
rangements;

‘(D) the estimated costs, expressed in a
range of options, of procuring sufficient ca-
pabilities and capacities to address such gaps
and shortfalls;

‘“(E) an assessment of the relative priority
assigned by appropriate officials of Taiwan
to each such gap and shortfall; and

‘“(F') a detailed explanation of the extent to
which Taiwan is prioritizing the develop-
ment, production, or fielding of solutions to
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such gaps and shortfalls within its overall
defense budget.

“(7T)y The applicability of Department of
State and Department of Defense authorities
for improving the defensive military capa-
bilities of Taiwan in a manner consistent
with the Taiwan Relations Act.

‘(8) A description of any security assist-
ance provided or Foreign Military Sales and
Direct Commercial Sales activity with Tai-
wan over the past year.

‘“(9) A description of each engagement be-
tween the United States and Taiwan per-
sonnel related to planning over the past
year.

‘(10) With respect to each to training and
exercises —

‘““(A) a description of each such instance
over the past year;

‘“(B) a description of how each such in-
stance—

‘(i) sought to achieve greater interoper-
ability, improved readiness, joint planning
capability, and shared situational awareness
between the United States and Taiwan, or
among the United States, Taiwan, and other
countries;

‘‘(ii) familiarized the militaries of the
United States and Taiwan with each other;
and

‘“(iii) improved Taiwan’s defense capabili-
ties.

‘“(11) A description of the areas and means
through which the United States is assisting
and support training, exercises, and assist-
ance to support Taiwan’s requirements re-
lated to civilian defense and resilience, and
how the United States is seeking to assist
Taiwan in addressing any critical gaps where
capacity falls short of meeting such require-
ments, including those elements identified in
the assessment required by [section 10100 of
the James M. Inhofe National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023].

‘(12) An assessment of the implications of
current levels of pre-positioned war reserve
materiel on the ability of the United States
to respond to a crisis or conflict involving
Taiwan with respect to—

““(A) providing military or non-military
aid to Taiwan; and

“(B) sustaining military installations and
other infrastructure of the United States in
the Indo-Pacific region.

“(13) An assessment of the current intel-
ligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance ca-
pabilities of Taiwan, including any existing
gaps in such capabilities and investments in
such capabilities by Taiwan since the pre-
ceding report.

‘“(14) A summary of changes to pre-posi-
tioned war reserve materiel of the United
States in the Indo-Pacific region since the
preceding report.

‘(156) Any other matters the Secretary of
Defense or the Secretary of State considers
appropriate.

““(b) PLAN.—The Secretary of Defense and
the Secretary of State shall jointly develop a
plan for assisting Taiwan in improving its
defensive military capabilities and address-
ing vulnerabilities identified pursuant to
subsection (a) that includes—

‘(1) recommendations, if any, for new De-
partment of State or Department of Defense
authorities, or modifications to existing De-
partment of State or Department of Defense
authorities, necessary to improve the defen-
sive military capabilities of Taiwan in a
manner consistent with the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act (Public Law 96-8; 22 U.S.C. 3301 et
seq.);

‘(2) an identification of opportunities for
key leader and subject matter expert engage-
ment between Department personnel and
military and civilian counterparts in Tai-
wan; and
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‘“(3) an identification of challenges and op-
portunities for leveraging authorities, re-
sources, and capabilities outside the Depart-
ment of Defense and the Department of
State to improve the defensive capabilities
of Taiwan in accordance with the Taiwan Re-
lations Act.

‘‘(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter through fiscal year 2027,
the Secretary of State and the Secretary of
Defense shall jointly submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress—

‘(1) a report on the results of the assess-
ment required by subsection (a);

‘“(2) the plan required by subsection (b);
and

‘“(3) a report on—

‘“(A) the status of efforts to develop and
implement the joint multi-year plan re-
quired under section 10007 of the James M.
Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2023 to provide for the acqui-
sition of appropriate defensive military ca-
pabilities by Taiwan and to engage with Tai-
wan in a series of combined training and
planning activities consistent with the Tai-
wan Relations Act (Public Law 96-8; 22
U.S.C. 3301 et seq.); and

“(B) any other matters the Secretary con-
siders necessary.

‘(d) ForRM.—The reports required by sub-
section (c) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may include a classified annex.

‘““(e) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS DEFINED.—The term ‘appropriate com-
mittees of Congress’ means—

‘(1) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the
Senate; and

“(2) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives.”.

TITLE II—COUNTERING PEOPLE’S REPUB-
LIC OF CHINA’S COERCION AND INFLU-
ENCE CAMPAIGNS

SEC. 10201. STRATEGY TO RESPOND TO INFLU-

ENCE AND INFORMATION OPER-
ATIONS TARGETING TAIWAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act
and annually thereafter for the following 5
years, the Secretary of State, in coordina-
tion with the Director of National Intel-
ligence, shall develop and implement a strat-
egy to respond to—

(1) covert, coercive, and corrupting activi-
ties carried out to advance the Chinese Com-
munist Party’s “United Front’’ work, includ-
ing activities directed, coordinated, or other-
wise supported by the United Front Work
Department or its subordinate or affiliated
entities; and

(2) information and disinformation cam-
paigns, cyber attacks, and nontraditional
propaganda measures supported by the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China
and the Chinese Communist Party that are
directed toward persons or entities in Tai-
wan.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required
under subsection (a) shall include descrip-
tions of—

(1) the proposed response to propaganda
and disinformation campaigns by the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and cyber-intrusions
targeting Taiwan, including—

(A) assistance in building the capacity of
Taiwan’s public and private-sector entities
to document and expose propaganda and
disinformation supported by the Government
of the People’s Republic of China, the Chi-
nese Communist Party, or affiliated entities;

(B) assistance to enhance Taiwan’s ability
to develop a holistic strategy to respond to
sharp power operations, including election
interference; and
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(C) media training for Taiwan officials and
other Taiwan entities targeted by
disinformation campaigns;

(2) the proposed response to political influ-
ence operations that includes an assessment
of the extent of influence exerted by the
Government of the People’s Republic of
China and the Chinese Communist Party in
Taiwan on local political parties, financial
institutions, media organizations, and other
entities;

(3) support for exchanges and other tech-
nical assistance to strengthen the Taiwan
legal system’s ability to respond to sharp
power operations; and

(4) programs carried out by the Global En-
gagement Center to expose misinformation
and disinformation in the Chinese Com-
munist Party’s propaganda.

SEC. 10202. STRATEGY TO COUNTER ECONOMIC
COERCION BY THE PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA TARGETING
COUNTRIES AND ENTITIES THAT
SUPPORT TAIWAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State shall submit to the
appropriate committees of Congress a de-
scription of the strategy being used by the
Department of State to respond to the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China’s
increased response, including economic coer-
cion, against countries which have strength-
ened their ties with, or support for, Taiwan.

(b) ASSISTANCE FOR COUNTRIES AND ENTI-
TIES TARGETED BY THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
CHINA FOR ECONOMIC COERCION.—The Depart-
ment of State, the United States Agency for
International Development, the United
States International Development Finance
Corporation, the Department of Commerce
and the Department of the Treasury shall
provide appropriate assistance to countries
and entities that are subject to coercive eco-
nomic practices by the People’s Republic of
China.

(c) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’” means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(2) the Committee on Armed Services of
the Senate;

(3) the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate;

(4) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives;

(6) the Committee on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives; and

(6) the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives.

SEC. 10203. CHINA CENSORSHIP MONITOR AND
ACTION GROUP.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives.

(2) QUALIFIED RESEARCH ENTITY.—The term
‘“‘qualified research entity’” means an entity
that—

(A) is a nonpartisan research organization
or a Federally funded research and develop-
ment center;

(B) has appropriate expertise and analyt-
ical capability to write the report required
under subsection (¢); and

(C) is free from any financial, commercial,
or other entanglements, which could under-
mine the independence of such report or cre-
ate a conflict of interest or the appearance of
a conflict of interest, with—

(i) the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China;
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(ii) the Chinese Communist Party;

(iii) any company incorporated in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China or a subsidiary of
such company; or

(iv) any company or entity incorporated
outside of the People’s Republic of China
that is believed to have a substantial finan-
cial or commercial interest in the People’s
Republic of China.

(3) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term
“United States person’” means—

(A) a United States citizen or an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence to
the United States; or

(B) an entity organized under the laws of
the United States or any jurisdiction within
the United States, including a foreign branch
of such an entity.

(b) CHINA CENSORSHIP MONITOR AND ACTION
GROUP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall estab-
lish an interagency task force, which shall
be known as the ‘“‘China Censorship Monitor
and Action Group’ (referred to in this sub-
section as the ‘‘Task Force”).

(2) MEMBERSHIP.—The President shall take
the following actions with respect to the
membership of, and participation in, the
Task Force:

(A) Appoint the chair of the Task Force
from among the staff of the National Secu-
rity Council.

(B) Appoint the vice chair of the Task
Force from among the staff of the National
Economic Council.

(C) Direct the head of each of the following
executive branch agencies to appoint per-
sonnel to participate in the Task Force:

(i) The Department of State.

(ii) The Department of Commerce.

(iii) The Department of the Treasury.

(iv) The Department of Justice.

(v) The Office of the United States Trade
Representative.

(vi) The Office of the Director of National
Intelligence, and other appropriate elements
of the intelligence community (as defined in
section 3 of the National Security Act of 1947
(50 U.S.C. 3003)).

(vii) The United States Agency for Global
Media.

(viii) Other
President.

(3) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The
shall—

(A) oversee the development and execution
of an integrated Federal Government strat-
egy to monitor and address the impacts of ef-
forts directed, or directly supported, by the
Government of the People’s Republic of
China to censor or intimidate, in the United
States or in any of its possessions or terri-
tories, any United States person, including
United States companies that conduct busi-
ness in the People’s Republic of China, which
are exercising their right to freedom of
speech; and

(B) submit the strategy developed pursuant
to subparagraph (A) to the appropriate con-
gressional committees not later than 120
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(4) MEETINGS.—The Task Force shall meet
not less frequently than twice per year.

(5) CONSULTATIONS.—The Task Force
should regularly consult, to the extent nec-
essary and appropriate, with—

(A) Federal agencies that are not rep-
resented on the Task Force;

(B) independent agencies of the United
States Government that are not represented
on the Task Force;

(C) relevant stakeholders in the private
sector and the media; and

(D) relevant stakeholders among United
States allies and partners facing similar
challenges related to censorship or intimida-

agencies designated by the

Task Force
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tion by the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China.

(6) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—

(A) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Task Force shall
submit an annual report to the appropriate
congressional committees that describes,
with respect to the reporting period—

(i) the strategic objectives and policies
pursued by the Task Force to address the
challenges of censorship and intimidation of
United States persons while in the United
States or any of its possessions or terri-
tories, which is directed or directly sup-
ported by the Government of the People’s
Republic of China;

(ii) the activities conducted by the Task
Force in support of the strategic objectives
and policies referred to in clause (i); and

(iii) the results of the activities referred to
in clause (ii) and the impact of such activi-
ties on the national interests of the United
States.

(B) FORM OF REPORT.—Each report sub-
mitted pursuant to subparagraph (A) shall be
unclassified, but may include a classified
annex.

(C) CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFINGS.—Not later
than 90 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, and annually thereafter, the
Task Force shall provide briefings to the ap-
propriate congressional committees regard-
ing the activities of the Task Force to exe-
cute the strategy developed pursuant to
paragraph (3)(A).

(¢c) REPORT ON CENSORSHIP AND INTIMIDA-
TION OF UNITED STATES PERSONS BY THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
CHINA.—

(1) REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State shall select and seek
to enter into an agreement with a qualified
research entity that is independent of the
Department of State to write a report on
censorship and intimidation in the United
States and its possessions and territories of
United States persons, including United
States companies that conduct business in
the People’s Republic of China, which is di-
rected or directly supported by the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China.

(B) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The report
required under subparagraph (A) shall—

(i) assess major trends, patterns, and meth-
ods of the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China’s efforts to direct or directly
support censorship and intimidation of
United States persons, including United
States companies that conduct business in
the People’s Republic of China, which are ex-
ercising their right to freedom of speech;

(ii) assess, including through the use of il-
lustrative examples, as appropriate, the im-
pact on and consequences for United States
persons, including United States companies
that conduct business in the People’s Repub-
lic of China, that criticize—

(I) the Chinese Communist Party;

(IT) the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China;

(III) the authoritarian model of govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China; or

(IV) a particular policy advanced by the
Chinese Communist Party or the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China;

(iii) identify the implications for the
United States of the matters described in
clauses (i) and (ii);

(iv) assess the methods and evaluate the ef-
ficacy of the efforts by the Government of
the People’s Republic of China to limit free-
dom of expression in the private sector, in-
cluding media, social media, film, education,
travel, financial services, sports and enter-
tainment, technology, telecommunication,
and internet infrastructure interests;
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(v) include policy recommendations for the
United States Government, including rec-
ommendations regarding collaboration with
United States allies and partners, to address
censorship and intimidation by the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China; and

(vi) include policy recommendations for
United States persons, including United
States companies that conduct business in
China, to address censorship and intimida-
tion by the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China.

(C) APPLICABILITY TO UNITED STATES ALLIES
AND PARTNERS.—To the extent practicable,
the report required under subparagraph (A)
should identify implications and policy rec-
ommendations that are relevant to United
States allies and partners facing censorship
and intimidation directed or directly sup-
ported by the Government of the People’s
Republic of China.

(2) SUBMISSION OF REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State shall submit the re-
port written by the qualified research entity
selected pursuant to paragraph (1)(A) to the
appropriate congressional committees.

(B) PUBLICATION.—The report referred to in
subparagraph (A) shall be made accessible to
the public online through relevant United
States Government websites.

(d) SUNSET.—This section shall terminate
on the date that is 5 years after the date of
enactment of this Act.

TITLE ITI—-INCLUSION OF TAIWAN IN
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
SEC. 10301. PARTICIPATION OF TAIWAN IN INTER-

NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS.

(a) STATEMENT OF PoLIcY.—It is the policy
of the United States to promote Taiwan’s in-
clusion and meaningful participation in
international organizations.

(b) SUPPORT FOR MEANINGFUL PARTICIPA-
TION.—The Permanent Representative of the
United States to the United Nations and
other relevant United States officials shall
actively support Taiwan’s meaningful par-
ticipation in all appropriate international
organizations.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of State shall submit a report to
the appropriate committees of Congress
that—

(1) describes the People’s Republic of Chi-
na’s efforts at the United Nations and other
international bodies to block Taiwan’s
meaningful participation and inclusion; and

(2) recommends appropriate responses that
should be taken by the United States to
carry out the policy described in subsection
(a).

(d) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’” means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(2) the Committee on Armed Services of
the Senate;

(3) the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate;

(4) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives;

(5) the Committee on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives; and

(6) the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives.

SEC. 10302. MEANINGFUL PARTICIPATION OF TAI-
WAN IN THE INTERNATIONAL CIVIL
AVIATION ORGANIZATION.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the International Civil Aviation Organi-
zation (ICAO) should allow Taiwan to mean-
ingfully participate in the organization, in-
cluding in ICAO triennial assembly sessions,
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conferences, technical working groups, meet-
ings, activities, and mechanisms;

(2) Taiwan is a global leader and hub for
international aviation, with a range of ex-
pertise, information, and resources and the
fifth busiest airport in Asia (Taoyuan Inter-
national Airport), and its meaningful par-
ticipation in ICAO would significantly en-
hance the ability of ICAO to ensure the safe-
ty and security of global aviation; and

(3) coercion by the Chinese Communist
Party and the People’s Republic of China has
ensured the systematic exclusion of Taiwan
from meaningful participation in ICAO, sig-
nificantly undermining the ability of ICAO
to ensure the safety and security of global
aviation.

(b) PLAN FOR TAIWAN’S MEANINGFUL PAR-
TICIPATION IN THE INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIA-
TION ORGANIZATION.—The Secretary of State,
in coordination with the Secretary of Com-
merce and the Secretary of Transportation,
is authorized—

(1) to initiate a United States plan to se-
cure Taiwan’s meaningful participation in
ICAO, including in ICAO triennial assembly
sessions, conferences, technical working
groups, meetings, activities, and mecha-
nisms; and

(2) to instruct the United States represent-
ative to the ICAO to—

(A) use the voice and vote of the United
States to ensure Taiwan’s meaningful par-
ticipation in ICAO, including in ICAO tri-
ennial assembly sessions, conferences, tech-
nical working groups, meetings, activities,
and mechanisms; and

(B) seek to secure a vote at the next ICAO
triennial assembly session on the question of
Taiwan’s participation in that session.

(¢) REPORT CONCERNING TAIWAN’S MEANING-
FUL PARTICIPATION IN THE INTERNATIONAL
CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION.—Not later
than 90 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, and not later than April 1 of each
year thereafter for the following 6 years, the
Secretary of State, in coordination with the
Secretary of Commerce, shall submit to the
Committee on Foreign Relations and the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs and Committee on
Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives an unclassified report that—

(1) describes the United States plan to en-
sure Taiwan’s meaningful participation in
ICAO, including in ICAO triennial assembly

sessions, conferences, technical working
groups, meetings, activities, and mecha-
nisms;

(2) includes an account of the efforts made
by the Secretary of State and the Secretary
of Commerce to ensure Taiwan’s meaningful
participation in ICAO, including in ICAO tri-
ennial assembly sessions, conferences, tech-
nical working groups, meetings, activities,
and mechanisms; and

(3) identifies the steps the Secretary of
State and the Secretary of Commerce will
take in the next year to ensure Taiwan’s
meaningful participation in ICAO, including
in ICAO triennial assembly sessions, con-
ferences, technical working groups, meet-
ings, activities, and mechanisms.

TITLE IV—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
SEC. 10401. REPORT ON TAIWAN TRAVEL ACT.

(a) LIST OF HIGH-LEVEL VISITS.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, and annually thereafter for the
following 5 years, the Secretary of State, in
accordance with the Taiwan Travel Act
(Public Law 115-135), shall submit to the ap-
propriate committees of Congress—

(1) a list of high-level officials from the
United States Government who have trav-
eled to Taiwan; and

(2) a list of high-level officials of Taiwan
who have entered the United States.
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(b) ANNUAL REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter for the following 5
years, the Secretary of State shall submit a
report on the implementation of the Taiwan
Travel Act, including a discussion of its posi-
tive effects on United States interests in the
region, to the appropriate committees of
Congress.

(2) FOrRM.—The report required under para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may include a classified annex.

(c) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’ means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(2) the Committee on Armed Services of
the Senate;

(3) the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate;

(4) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives;

(5) the Committee on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives; and

(6) the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives.

SEC. 10402. AMENDMENTS TO THE TAIWAN AL-
LIES INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION
AND ENHANCEMENT INITIATIVE
(TAIPEI) ACT OF 2019.

The Taiwan Allies International Protec-
tion and Enhancement Initiative (TAIPEI)
Act of 2019 (Public Law 116-135) is amended—

(1) in section 2(5), by striking ‘and
Kiribati”’ and inserting ‘‘Kiribati, and Nica-
ragua,’’;

(2) in section 4—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘should be’’ and inserting ‘‘is’’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘“and” at
the end;

(C) in paragraph (3), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ¢; and”’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(4) to support Taiwan’s diplomatic rela-
tions with governments and countries’; and

(3) in section 5—

(A) in subsection (a)—

(i) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(ii) in paragraph (3), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ¢; and’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(4) identify why governments and coun-
tries have altered their diplomatic status
vis-a-vis Taiwan and make recommendations
to mitigate further deterioration in Taiwan’s
diplomatic relations with governments and
countries.”’;

(B) in subsection (b), by striking ‘1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter for five years, the
Secretary of State shall report’” and insert-
ing ‘90 days after the date of the enactment
of Matters Related to Taiwan, and annually
thereafter for the following 7 years, the Sec-
retary of State shall submit an unclassified
report, with a classified annex,’’;

(C) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-
section (d); and

(D) by inserting after subsection (b) the
following:

‘‘(c) BRIEFINGS.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of Matters
Related to Taiwan, and annually thereafter
for the following 7 years, the Department of
State shall provide briefings to the appro-
priate congressional committees on the steps
taken in accordance with section (a). The
briefings required under this subsection shall
take place in an unclassified setting, but
may be accompanied by an additional classi-
fied briefing.”.
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SEC. 10403. REPORT ON ROLE OF PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA’S NUCLEAR
THREAT IN ESCALATION DYNAMICS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State, in consultation with
the Secretary of Defense and the Director of
National Intelligence, shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees a report
assessing the role of the increasing nuclear
threat of the People’s Republic of China in
escalation dynamics with respect to Taiwan.

(b) FOoRM.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may include a classified annex.

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees’’
means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(2) the Committee on Armed Services of
the Senate;

(3) the Select Committee on Intelligence of
the Senate;

(4) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives;

(5) the Committee on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives; and

(6) the Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence of the House of Representatives.
SEC. 10404. REPORT ANALYZING THE IMPACT OF

RUSSIA’S WAR AGAINST UKRAINE ON
THE OBJECTIVES OF THE PEOPLE’S
REPUBLIC OF CHINA WITH RESPECT
TO TAIWAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State, in consultation with
the Secretary of Defense and the Director of
National Intelligence, shall submit a report
to the appropriate congressional committees
that analyzes the impact of Russia’s war
against Ukraine on the PRC’s diplomatic,
military, economic, and propaganda objec-
tives with respect to Taiwan.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall describe—

(1) adaptations or known changes to PRC
strategies and military doctrine since the
commencement of the Russian invasion of
Ukraine on February 24, 2022, including
changes—

(A) to PRC behavior in international fo-
rums;

(B) within the People’s Liberation Army,
with respect to the size of forces, the make-
up of leadership, weapons procurement,
equipment upkeep, the doctrine on the use of
specific weapons, such as weapons banned
under the international law of armed con-
flict, efforts to move weapons supply chains
onto mainland PRC, or any other changes in
its military strategy with respect to Taiwan;

(C) in economic planning, such as sanc-
tions evasion, efforts to minimize exposure
to sanctions, or moves in support of the pro-
tection of currency or other strategic re-
serves;

(D) to propaganda, disinformation, and
other information operations originating in
the PRC; and

(E) to the PRC’s strategy for the use of
force against Taiwan, including any informa-
tion on preferred scenarios or operations to
secure its objectives in Taiwan, adjustments
based on how the Russian military has per-
formed in Ukraine, and other relevant mat-
ters;

(2) United States’ plans to adapt its poli-
cies and military planning in response to the
changes referred to in paragraph (1).

(c) FOrRM.—The report required under sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in classified
form.

(d) COORDINATION WITH ALLIES AND PART-
NERS.—The Secretary of State shall share in-
formation contained in the report required
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under subsection (a), as appropriate, with ap-
propriate officials of allied and partners, in-
cluding Taiwan and other partners in Europe
and in the Indo-Pacific.

(e) DEFINED TERM.—In this section, the
term ‘‘appropriate congressional commit-
tees”” means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(2) the Committee on Armed Services of
the Senate;

(3) the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate;

(4) the Select Committee on Intelligence of
the Senate;

(5) the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs of the Senate;

(6) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives;

(7) the Committee on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives;

(8) the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives;

(9) the Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence of the House of Representatives;
and

(10) the Committee on Financial Services
of the House of Representatives.

TITLE V—-UNITED STATES-TAIWAN PUBLIC
HEALTH PROTECTION
SEC. 10501. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as ‘‘United States-
Taiwan Public Health Protection Act”.

SEC. 10502. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—For the purposes of this title, the
term ‘‘appropriate congressional commit-
tees” means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions of the Senate;

(C) the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate;

(D) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives;

(E) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives; and

(F) the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives.

(2) CENTER.—The term ‘‘Center’’ means the
Infectious Disease Monitoring Center de-
scribed in section 10503.

SEC. 10503. STUDY.

(a) STUDY.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of State and the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, in consultation
with the heads of other relevant Federal de-
partments and agencies, shall submit to ap-
propriate congressional committees a study
that includes the following:

(1) A description of ongoing cooperation
between the United States Government and
Taiwan related to public health, including
public health activities supported by the
United States in Taiwan.

(2) A description how the United States
and Taiwan can promote further cooperation
and expand public health activities, includ-
ing the feasibility and utility of establishing
an Infectious Disease Monitoring Center
within the American Institute of Taiwan in
Taipei, Taiwan to—

(A) regularly monitor, analyze, and dis-
seminate open-source material from coun-
tries in the region, including viral strains,
bacterial subtypes, and other pathogens;

(B) engage in people-to-people contacts
with medical specialists and public health
officials in the region;

(C) provide expertise and information on
infectious diseases to the United States Gov-
ernment and Taiwanese officials; and

(D) carry out other appropriate activities,
as determined by the Director of the Center.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required by sub-
section (a) shall include—

(1) a plan on how such a Center would be
established and operationalized, including—

(A) the personnel, material, and funding
requirements necessary to establish and op-
erate the Center; and

(B) the proposed structure and composition
of Center personnel, which may include—

(i) infectious disease experts from the De-
partment of Health and Human Services,
who are recommended to serve as detailees
to the Center; and

(ii) additional qualified persons to serve as
detailees to or employees of the Center, in-
cluding—

(I) from any other relevant Federal depart-
ment or agencies, to include the Department
of State and the United States Agency for
International Development;

(IT) qualified foreign service nationals or
locally engaged staff who are considered citi-
zens of Taiwan; and

(ITII) employees of the Taiwan Centers for
Disease Control;

(2) an evaluation, based on the factors in
paragraph (1), of whether to establish the
Center; and

(3) a description of any consultations or
agreements between the American Institute
in Taiwan and the Taipei Economic and Cul-
tural Representative Office in the United
States regarding the establishment and oper-
ation of the Center, including—

(A) the role that employees of the Taiwan
Centers for Disease Control would play in
supporting or coordinating with the Center;
and

(B) whether any employees of the Taiwan
Centers for Disease Control would be de-
tailed to, or co-located with, the Center.

(c) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary of State
and the Secretary of Health and Human
Services shall consult with the appropriate
congressional committees before full com-
pletion of the study.

TITLE VI—RULES OF CONSTRUCTION
SEC. 10601. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this division may be con-
strued—

(1) to restore diplomatic relations with the
Republic of China; or

(2) to alter the United States Govern-
ment’s position with respect to the inter-
national status of the Republic of China.

SEC. 10602. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION REGARDING
THE USE OF MILITARY FORCE.

Nothing in this division may be construed
as authorizing the use of military force or
the introduction of United States forces into
hostilities.

SA 6448. Mr. REED (for Mr. CRAMER)
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed to amendment SA 5499 pro-
posed by Mr. REED (for himself and Mr.
INHOFE) to the bill H.R. 7900, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2023
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense and for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle B of title VIII, add
the following:

SEC. 829. MODIFICATION OF CONTRACTS AND OP-
TIONS TO PROVIDE ECONOMIC
PRICE ADJUSTMENTS.

(a) AUTHORITY.—Amounts authorized to be
appropriated by this Act for the Department
of Defense may be used to modify the terms
and conditions of a contract or option, with-
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out consideration, to provide an economic
price adjustment consistent with sections
16.203-1 and 16.203-2 of the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation during the relevant period of
performance for that contract or option and
as specified in section 16.203-3 of the Federal
Acquisition Regulation, subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations.

(b) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 30 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition
and Sustainment shall issue guidance imple-
menting the authority under this section.

SA 6449. Mr. REED (for Mr. INHOFE)
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed to amendment SA 5499 pro-
posed by Mr. REED (for himself and Mr.
INHOFE) to the bill H.R. 7900, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2023
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense and for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1077. COST-SHARING REQUIREMENTS APPLI-
CABLE TO CERTAIN BUREAU OF
RECLAMATION DAMS AND DIKES.

Section 4309 of the America’s Water Infra-
structure Act of 2018 (43 U.S.C. 377b note;
Public Law 115-270) is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by inserting
‘‘DAMS AND”’ before ‘‘DIKES’’;

(2) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘effective
beginning on the date of enactment of this
section, the Federal share of the operations
and maintenance costs of a dike described in
subsection (b)”’ and inserting ‘‘effective dur-
ing the 1-year period beginning on the date
of enactment of the James M. Inhofe Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2023, the Federal share of the dam safe-
ty modifications costs of a dam or dike de-
scribed in subsection (b), including repairing
or replacing a gate or ancillary gate compo-
nents,”’; and

(3) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by inserting
“DAMS AND ”’ before ‘‘DIKES’’;

(B) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by inserting ‘‘dam or’’ before ‘‘dike” each
place it appears; and

(C) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘December
31, 1945 and inserting ‘‘December 31, 1948”°.

SA 6450. Mr. REED (for Mr.
PORTMAN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment
SA 5499 proposed by Mr. REED (for him-
self and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill H.R.
7900, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2023 for military activities
of the Department of Defense and for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert
the following:

SEC. . PROHIBITION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS RELATING TO SOVEREIGNTY
OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION OVER
SOVEREIGN UKRAINIAN TERRITORY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1234 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2022 (Public Law 117-81; 135 Stat. 1974) is
amended—
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(1) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘CRrI-
MEA” and inserting ‘‘SOVEREIGN UKRANIAN
TERRITORY’’; and

(2) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘over Cri-
mea’ and inserting ‘‘over territory inter-
nationally recognized to be the sovereign
territory of Ukraine, including Crimea and
territory the Russian Federation claimed to
have annexed in Kherson Oblast,
Zaporizhzhia Oblast, Donetsk Oblast, and
Luhansk Oblast’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The tables of
sections in section 2(b) of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022
(Public Law 117-81; 135 Stat. 1541) and at the
beginning of title XII of such Act (135 Stat.
1956) are amended, in the matter relating to
section 1234, by striking ‘“‘Crimea’ and in-
serting ‘‘sovereign Ukranian territory’’.

SA 6451. Mr. REED (for Mr. SCOTT of
Florida) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment
SA 5499 proposed by Mr. REED (for him-
self and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill H.R.
7900, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2023 for military activities
of the Department of Defense and for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title VIII, add the following:

Subtitle F—American Security Drone Act of
2022
SEC. 881. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘“‘Amer-
ican Security Drone Act of 2022,

SEC. 882. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) COVERED FOREIGN ENTITY.—The term
‘“‘covered foreign entity’’ means an entity in-
cluded on a list developed and maintained by
the Federal Acquisition Security Council.
This list will include entities in the fol-
lowing categories:

(A) An entity included on the Consolidated
Screening List.

(B) Any entity that is subject to
extrajudicial direction from a foreign gov-
ernment, as determined by the Secretary of
Homeland Security.

(C) Any entity the Secretary of Homeland
Security, in coordination with the Attorney
General, Director of National Intelligence,
and the Secretary of Defense, determines
poses a national security risk.

(D) Any entity domiciled in the People’s
Republic of China or subject to influence or
control by the Government of the People’s
Republic of China or the Communist Party
of the People’s Republic of China, as deter-
mined by the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity.

(E) Any subsidiary or affiliate of an entity
described in subparagraphs (A) through (D).

(2) COVERED UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM.—
The term ‘‘covered unmanned aircraft sys-
tem’ has the meaning given the term ‘‘un-
manned aircraft system’ in section 44801 of
title 49, United States Code.

(3) INTELLIGENCE; INTELLIGENCE COMMU-
NITY.—The terms ‘‘intelligence’ and ‘‘intel-
ligence community’” have the meanings
given those terms in section 3 of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003).
SEC. 883. PROHIBITION ON PROCUREMENT OF

COVERED UNMANNED AIRCRAFT
SYSTEMS FROM COVERED FOREIGN
ENTITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided under
subsections (b) through (f), the head of an ex-
ecutive agency may not procure any covered
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unmanned aircraft system that is manufac-
tured or assembled by a covered foreign enti-
ty, which includes associated elements (con-
sisting of communication links and the com-
ponents that control the unmanned aircraft)
that enable the operator to operate the air-
craft in the National Airspace System. The
Federal Acquisition Security Council, in co-
ordination with the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, shall develop and update a list of as-
sociated elements.

(b) EXEMPTION.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security, the Secretary of Defense, the
Director of National Intelligence, and the
Attorney General are exempt from the re-
striction under subsection (a) if the procure-
ment is required in the national interest of
the United States and—

(1) is for the sole purposes of research,
evaluation, training, testing, or analysis for
electronic warfare, information warfare op-
erations, cybersecurity, or development of
unmanned aircraft system or counter-un-
manned aircraft system technology;

(2) is for the sole purposes of conducting
counterterrorism or counterintelligence ac-
tivities, protective missions, or Federal
criminal or national security investigations,
including forensic examinations, or for elec-
tronic warfare, information warfare oper-
ations, cybersecurity, or development of an
unmanned aircraft system or counter-un-
manned aircraft system technology; or

(3) is an unmanned aircraft system that, as
procured or as modified after procurement
but before operational use, can no longer
transfer to, or download data from, a covered
foreign entity and otherwise poses no na-
tional security cybersecurity risks as deter-
mined by the exempting official.

(c) DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION EXEMP-
TION.—The Secretary of Transportation is
exempt from the restriction under sub-
section (a) if the operation or procurement is
deemed to support the safe, secure, or effi-
cient operation of the National Airspace Sys-
tem or maintenance of public safety, includ-
ing activities carried out under the Federal
Aviation Administration’s Alliance for Sys-
tem Safety of UAS through Research Excel-
lence (ASSURE) Center of Excellence (COE)
and any other activity deemed to support
the safe, secure, or efficient operation of the
National Airspace System or maintenance of
public safety, as determined by the Sec-
retary or the Secretary’s designee.

(d) NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
BOARD EXEMPTION.—The National Transpor-
tation Safety Board, in consultation with
the Secretary of Homeland Security, is ex-
empt from the restriction under subsection
(a) if the operation or procurement is nec-
essary for the sole purpose of conducting
safety investigations.

(e) NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC
ADMINISTRATION EXEMPTION.—The Adminis-
trator of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration (NOAA), in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, is exempt from the restriction under
subsection (a) if the procurement is nec-
essary for the purpose of meeting NOAA’s
science or management objectives.

(f) WAIVER.—The head of an executive
agency may waive the prohibition under sub-
section (a) on a case-by-case basis—

(1) with the approval of the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget, after con-
sultation with the Federal Acquisition Secu-
rity Council; and

(2) upon notification to—

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Government Affairs of the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Oversight and Re-
form in the House of Representatives; and

(C) other appropriate congressional com-
mittees of jurisdiction.
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SEC. 884. PROHIBITION ON OPERATION OF COV-
ERED UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYS-
TEMS FROM COVERED FOREIGN EN-
TITIES.

(a) PROHIBITION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date
that is two years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, no Federal department or
agency may operate a covered unmanned air-
craft system manufactured or assembled by
a covered foreign entity.

(2) APPLICABILITY TO CONTRACTED SERV-
ICES.—The prohibition under paragraph (1)
applies to any covered unmanned aircraft
systems that are being used by any executive
agency through the method of contracting
for the services of covered unmanned aircraft
systems.

(b) EXEMPTION.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security, the Secretary of Defense, the
Director of National Intelligence, and the
Attorney General are exempt from the re-
striction under subsection (a) if the procure-
ment is required in the national interest of
the United States and—

(1) is for the sole purposes of research,
evaluation, training, testing, or analysis for
electronic warfare, information warfare op-
erations, cybersecurity, or development of
unmanned aircraft system or counter-un-
manned aircraft system technology;

(2) is for the sole purposes of conducting
counterterrorism or counterintelligence ac-
tivities, protective missions, or Federal
criminal or national security investigations,
including forensic examinations, or for elec-
tronic warfare, information warfare oper-
ations, cybersecurity, or development of an
unmanned aircraft system or counter-un-
manned aircraft system technology; or

(3) is an unmanned aircraft system that, as
procured or as modified after procurement
but before operational use, can no longer
transfer to, or download data from, a covered
foreign entity and otherwise poses no na-
tional security cybersecurity risks as deter-
mined by the exempting official.

(c) DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION EXEMP-
TION.—The Secretary of Transportation is
exempt from the restriction under sub-
section (a) if the operation or procurement is
deemed to support the safe, secure, or effi-
cient operation of the National Airspace Sys-
tem or maintenance of public safety, includ-
ing activities carried out under the Federal
Aviation Administration’s Alliance for Sys-
tem Safety of UAS through Research Excel-
lence (ASSURE) Center of Excellence (COE)
and any other activity deemed to support
the safe, secure, or efficient operation of the
National Airspace System or maintenance of
public safety, as determined by the Sec-
retary or the Secretary’s designee.

(d) NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
BOARD EXEMPTION.—The National Transpor-
tation Safety Board, in consultation with
the Secretary of Homeland Security, is ex-
empt from the restriction under subsection
(a) if the procurement is necessary for the
sole purpose of conducting safety investiga-
tions.

(e) NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC
ADMINISTRATION EXEMPTION.—The Adminis-
trator of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration (NOAA), in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, is exempt from the restriction under
subsection (a) if the procurement is nec-
essary for the purpose of meeting NOAA'’s
science or management objectives.

(f) WAIVER.—The head of an executive
agency may waive the prohibition under sub-
section (a) on a case-by-case basis—

(1) with the approval of the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget, after con-
sultation with the Federal Acquisition Secu-
rity Council; and
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(2) upon notification to—

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Oversight and Re-
form in the House of Representatives; and

(C) other appropriate congressional com-
mittees of jurisdiction.

(g) REGULATIONS AND GUIDANCE.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, in consultation with the Attorney Gen-
eral shall prescribe regulations or guidance
to implement this section.

SEC. 885. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FEDERAL
FUNDS FOR PURCHASES AND OPER-
ATION OF COVERED UNMANNED
AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS FROM COVERED
FOREIGN ENTITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date
that is two years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, except as provided in sub-
section (b), no Federal funds awarded
through a contract, grant, or cooperative
agreement, or otherwise made available may
be used—

(1) to purchase a covered unmanned air-
craft system that is manufactured or assem-
bled by a covered foreign entity; or

(2) in connection with the operation of
such a drone or unmanned aircraft system.

(b) EXEMPTION.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security, the Secretary of Defense, the
Director of National Intelligence, and the
Attorney General are exempt from the re-
striction under subsection (a) if the procure-
ment is required in the national interest of
the United States and—

(1) is for the sole purposes of research,
evaluation, training, testing, or analysis for
electronic warfare, information warfare op-
erations, cybersecurity, or development of
unmanned aircraft system or counter-un-
manned aircraft system technology;

(2) is for the sole purposes of conducting
counterterrorism or counterintelligence ac-
tivities, protective missions, or Federal
criminal or national security investigations,
including forensic examinations, or for elec-
tronic warfare, information warfare oper-
ations, cybersecurity, or development of an
unmanned aircraft system or counter-un-
manned aircraft system technology; or

(3) is an unmanned aircraft system that, as
procured or as modified after procurement
but before operational use, can no longer
transfer to, or download data from, a covered
foreign entity and otherwise poses no na-
tional security cybersecurity risks as deter-
mined by the exempting official.

(c) DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION EXEMP-
TION.—The Secretary of Transportation is
exempt from the restriction under sub-
section (a) if the operation or procurement is
deemed to support the safe, secure, or effi-
cient operation of the National Airspace Sys-
tem or maintenance of public safety, includ-
ing activities carried out under the Federal
Aviation Administration’s Alliance for Sys-
tem Safety of UAS through Research Excel-
lence (ASSURE) Center of Excellence (COE)
and any other activity deemed to support
the safe, secure, or efficient operation of the
National Airspace System or maintenance of
public safety, as determined by the Sec-
retary or the Secretary’s designee.

(d) NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC
ADMINISTRATION EXEMPTION.—The Adminis-
trator of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration (NOAA), in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, is exempt from the restriction under
subsection (a) if the operation or procure-
ment is necessary for the purpose of meeting
NOAA’s science or management objectives.

(e) WAIVER.—The head of an executive
agency may waive the prohibition under sub-
section (a) on a case-by-case basis—

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(1) with the approval of the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget, after con-
sultation with the Federal Acquisition Secu-
rity Council; and

(2) upon notification to—

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Government Affairs of the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Oversight and Re-
form in the House of Representatives; and

(C) other appropriate congressional com-
mittees of jurisdiction.

(f) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council
shall prescribe regulations or guidance, as
necessary, to implement the requirements of
this section pertaining to Federal contracts.
SEC. 886. PROHIBITION ON USE OF GOVERN-

MENT-ISSUED PURCHASE CARDS TO
PURCHASE COVERED UNMANNED
AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS FROM COVERED
FOREIGN ENTITIES.

Effective immediately, Government-issued
Purchase Cards may not be used to procure
any covered unmanned aircraft system from
a covered foreign entity.

SEC. 887. MANAGEMENT OF EXISTING INVEN-
TORIES OF COVERED UNMANNED
AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS FROM COVERED
FOREIGN ENTITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—AIll executive agencies
must account for existing inventories of cov-
ered unmanned aircraft systems manufac-
tured or assembled by a covered foreign enti-
ty in their personal property accounting sys-
tems, within one year of the date of enact-
ment of this Act, regardless of the original
procurement cost, or the purpose of procure-
ment due to the special monitoring and ac-
counting measures necessary to track the
items’ capabilities.

(b) CLASSIFIED TRACKING.—Due to the sen-
sitive nature of missions and operations con-
ducted by the United States Government, in-
ventory data related to covered unmanned
aircraft systems manufactured or assembled
by a covered foreign entity may be tracked
at a classified level.

(¢) EXCEPTIONS.—The Department of De-
fense, Department of Homeland Security,
Department of Justice, and Department of
Transportation may exclude from the full in-
ventory process, covered unmanned aircraft
systems that are deemed expendable due to
mission risk such as recovery issues or that
are one-time-use covered unmanned aircraft
due to requirements and low cost.

SEC. 888. COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT.

Not later than 275 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller
General of the United States shall submit to
Congress a report on the amount of commer-
cial off-the-shelf drones and covered un-
manned aircraft systems procured by Fed-
eral departments and agencies from covered
foreign entities.

SEC. 889. GOVERNMENT-WIDE POLICY FOR PRO-
CUREMENT OF UNMANNED AIR-
CRAFT SYSTEMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Director of the Office of Management
and Budget, in coordination with the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, Department of
Transportation, the Department of Justice,
and other Departments as determined by the
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget, and in consultation with the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology, shall establish a government-wide
policy for the procurement of an unmanned
aircraft system—

(1) for non-Department of Defense and non-
intelligence community operations; and

(2) through grants and cooperative agree-
ments entered into with non-Federal enti-
ties.

(b) INFORMATION SECURITY.—The policy de-
veloped under subsection (a) shall include
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the following specifications, which to the ex-
tent practicable, shall be based on industry
standards and technical guidance from the
National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology, to address the risks associated with
processing, storing, and transmitting Fed-
eral information in an unmanned aircraft
system:

(1) Protections to ensure controlled access
to an unmanned aircraft system.

(2) Protecting software, firmware, and
hardware by ensuring changes to an un-
manned aircraft system are properly man-
aged, including by ensuring an unmanned
aircraft system can be updated using a se-
cure, controlled, and configurable mecha-
nism.

(3) Cryptographically securing sensitive
collected, stored, and transmitted data, in-
cluding proper handling of privacy data and
other controlled unclassified information.

(4) Appropriate safeguards necessary to
protect sensitive information, including dur-
ing and after use of an unmanned aircraft
system.

(5) Appropriate data security to ensure
that data is not transmitted to or stored in
non-approved locations.

(6) The ability to opt out of the uploading,
downloading, or transmitting of data that is
not required by law or regulation and an
ability to choose with whom and where in-
formation is shared when it is required.

(¢) REQUIREMENT.—The policy developed
under subsection (a) shall reflect an appro-
priate risk-based approach to information
security related to use of an unmanned air-
craft system.

(d) REVISION OF ACQUISITION REGULA-
TIONS.—Not later than 180 days after the date
on which the policy required under sub-
section (a) is issued—

(1) the Federal Acquisition Regulatory
Council shall revise the Federal Acquisition
Regulation, as necessary, to implement the
policy; and

(2) any Federal department or agency or
other Federal entity not subject to, or not
subject solely to, the Federal Acquisition
Regulation shall revise applicable policy,
guidance, or regulations, as necessary, to im-
plement the policy.

(e) EXEMPTION.—In developing the policy
required under subsection (a), the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget shall—

(1) incorporate policies to implement the
exemptions contained in this subtitle; and

(2) incorporate an exemption to the policy
in the case of a head of the procuring depart-
ment or agency determining, in writing, that
no product that complies with the informa-
tion security requirements described in sub-
section (b) is capable of fulfilling mission
critical performance requirements, and such
determination—

(A) may not be delegated below the level of
the Deputy Secretary, or Administrator, of
the procuring department or agency;

(B) shall specify—

(i) the quantity of end items to which the
waiver applies and the operation or procure-
ment value of those items; and

(ii) the time period over which the waiver
applies, which shall not exceed three years;

(C) shall be reported to the Office of Man-
agement and Budget following issuance of
such a determination; and

(D) not later than 30 days after the date on
which the determination is made, shall be
provided to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Oversight and Re-
form of the House of Representatives.

SEC. 890. STATE, LOCAL, AND TERRITORIAL LAW
ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY
SERVICE EXEMPTION.

(a) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in

this subtitle shall prevent a State, local, or
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territorial law enforcement or emergency
service agency from procuring or operating a
covered unmanned aircraft system purchased
with non-Federal dollars.

(b) CONTINUITY OF ARRANGEMENTS.—The
Federal Government may continue entering
into contracts, grants, and cooperative
agreements or other Federal funding instru-
ments with State, local, or territorial law
enforcement or emergency service agencies
under which a covered unmanned aircraft
system will be purchased or operated if the
agency has received approval or waiver to
purchase or operate a covered unmanned air-
craft system pursuant to section 885.

SEC. 891. STUDY.

(a) STUDY ON THE SUPPLY CHAIN FOR UN-
MANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS AND COMPO-
NENTS.—

(1) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Under Secretary of Defense for Ac-
quisition and Sustainment shall provide to
the appropriate congressional committees a
report on the supply chain for covered un-
manned aircraft systems, including a discus-
sion of current and projected future demand
for covered unmanned aircraft systems.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report under paragraph
(1) shall include the following:

(A) A description of the current and future
global and domestic market for covered un-
manned aircraft systems that are not widely
commercially available except from a cov-
ered foreign entity.

(B) A description of the sustainability,
availability, cost, and quality of secure
sources of covered unmanned aircraft sys-
tems domestically and from sources in allied
and partner countries.

(C) The plan of the Secretary of Defense to
address any gaps or deficiencies identified in
subparagraph (B), including through the use
of funds available under the Defense Produc-
tion Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4501 et seq.) and
partnerships with the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration and other inter-
ested persons.

(D) Such other information as the Under
Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and
Sustainment determines to be appropriate.

(3) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—In this section the term ‘‘appropriate
congressional committees’ means:

(A) The Committees on Armed Services of
the Senate and the House of Representatives.

(B) The Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate and
the Committee on Oversight and Reform of
the House of Representatives.

(C) The Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate and the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives.

(D) The Select Committee on Intelligence
of the Senate, and the Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence of the House of
Representatives.

SEC. 892. EXCEPTIONS.

(a) EXCEPTION FOR WILDFIRE MANAGEMENT
OPERATIONS AND SEARCH AND RESCUE OPER-
ATIONS.—The appropriate Federal agencies,
in consultation with the Secretary of Home-
land Security, are exempt from the procure-
ment, operation, and purchase restrictions
under sections 883, 884, and 885 to the extent
the procurement, operation, or purchase is
necessary for the purpose of supporting the
full range of wildfire management operations
or search and rescue operations.

(b) EXCEPTION FOR INTELLIGENCE ACTIVI-
TIES.—The elements of the intelligence com-
munity, in consultation with the Director of
National Intelligence, are exempt from the
procurement, operation, and purchase re-
strictions under sections 883, 884, and 885 to
the extent the procurement, operation, or
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purchase is necessary for the purpose of sup-
porting intelligence activities.

(c) EXCEPTION FOR TRIBAL LAW ENFORCE-
MENT OR EMERGENCY SERVICE AGENCY.—Trib-
al law enforcement or Tribal emergency
service agencies, in consultation with the
Secretary of Homeland Security, are exempt
from the procurement, operation, and pur-
chase restrictions under sections 883, 884, and
885 to the extent the procurement, operation,
or purchase is necessary for the purpose of
supporting the full range of law enforcement
operations or search and rescue operations
on Indian lands.

SEC. 893. SUNSET.

Sections 883, 884, and 885 shall cease to
have effect on the date that is five years
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

SA 6452. Mr. REED (for Mr. SHELBY)
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed to amendment SA 5499 pro-
posed by Mr. REED (for himself and Mr.
INHOFE) to the bill H.R. 7900, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2023
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense and for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1276. CENTER FOR EXCELLENCE IN ENVI-
RONMENTAL SECURITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 7 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
after section 182 the following new section:
“SEC. 182a. CENTER FOR EXCELLENCE IN ENVI-

RONMENTAL SECURITY.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of De-
fense may operate a Center for Excellence in
Environmental Security (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘Center’).

““(b) MISSIONS.—(1) The Center shall be
used to provide and facilitate education,
training, and research in civil-military oper-
ations, particularly operations that require
international assistance and operations that
require coordination between the Depart-
ment of Defense and other agencies.

‘“(2) The Center shall be used to provide
and facilitate education, training, inter-
agency coordination, and research on the fol-
lowing additional matters:

‘““(A) Management of the consequences of
environmental insecurity with respect to—

‘(i) access to water, food, and energy;

‘‘(ii) related health matters; and

‘(iii) matters relating to when, how, and
why environmental stresses to human safe-
ty, health, water, energy, and food will cas-
cade to economic, social, political, or na-
tional security events.

“(B) Appropriate roles for the reserve com-
ponents in response to environmental insecu-
rity resulting from natural disasters.

“(C) Meeting requirements for information
in connection with regional and global disas-
ters, including the use of advanced commu-
nications technology as a virtual library.

‘(3) The Center shall be granted access to
the data, archives, talent and physical capa-
bility of all Federal agencies to enable the
development of global environmental indica-
tors.

‘“(4) The Center shall perform such other
missions as the Secretary of Defense may
specify.

““(c) JOINT OPERATION WITH EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTION AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary of
Defense may enter into an agreement with
appropriate officials of an institution of
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higher education to provide for operation of
the Center. Any such agreement shall pro-
vide for the institution to furnish necessary
administrative services for the Center, in-
cluding administration and allocation of
funds.

¢“(d) ACCEPTANCE OF DONATIONS.—

“(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2),
the Secretary of Defense may accept, on be-
half of the Center, donations to be used to
defray the costs of the Center or to enhance
the operation of the Center. Such donations
may be accepted from any agency of the Fed-
eral Government, any State or local govern-
ment, any foreign government, any founda-
tion or other charitable organization (includ-
ing any that is organized or operates under
the laws of a foreign country), or any other
private source in the United States or a for-
eign country.

‘(2) The Secretary may not accept a dona-
tion under paragraph (1) if the acceptance of
the donation would compromise or appear to
compromise—

‘“(A) the ability of the Department of De-
fense, any employee of the Department, or
members of the armed forces, to carry out
any responsibility or duty of the Department
in a fair and objective manner; or

‘“(B) the integrity of any program of the
Department of Defense or of any person in-
volved in such a program.

‘(83) The Secretary shall prescribe written
guidance setting forth the criteria to be used
in determining whether or not the accept-
ance of a foreign donation would have a re-
sult described in paragraph (2).

‘‘(4) Funds accepted by the Secretary under
paragraph (1) as a donation on behalf of the
Center shall be credited to appropriations
available to the Department of Defense for
the Center. Funds so credited shall be
merged with the appropriations to which
credited and shall be available for the Center
for the same purposes and the same period as
the appropriations with which merged.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of such chapter is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 182 the following new item:

‘“182a. Center for Excellence in Environ-
mental Security’’.

SA 6453. Mr. REED (for Mr. GRAHAM
(for himself and Mr. MENENDEZ)) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed to amendment SA 5499 pro-
posed by Mr. REED (for himself and Mr.
INHOFE) to the bill H.R. 7900, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2023
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense and for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title XV, add the
following:

SEC. 1550. IRAN NUCLEAR WEAPONS CAPABILITY
AND TERRORISM MONITORING ACT
OF 2022.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“‘Iran Nuclear Weapons Capa-
bility and Terrorism Monitoring Act of
2022,

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) In the late 1980s, the Islamic Republic of
Iran established the AMAD Project with the
intent to manufacture 5 nuclear weapons and
prepare an underground nuclear test site.

(2) Since at least 2002, the Islamic Republic
of Iran has advanced its nuclear and ballistic
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missile programs, posing serious threats to
the security interests of the United States,
Israel, and other allies and partners.

(3) In 2002, nuclear facilities in Natanz and
Arak, Iran, were revealed to the public by
the National Council of Resistance of Iran.

(4) On April 11, 2006, the Islamic Republic
of Iran announced that it had enriched ura-
nium for the first time to a level close to 3.5
percent at the Natanz Pilot Fuel Enrichment
Plant, Natanz, Iran.

(56) On December 23, 2006, the United Na-
tions Security Council adopted Resolution
1737 (2006), which imposed sanctions with re-
spect to the Islamic Republic of Iran for its
failure to suspend enrichment activities.

(6) The United Nations Security Council
subsequently adopted Resolutions 1747 (2007),
1803 (2008), and 1929 (2010), all of which tar-
geted the nuclear program of and imposed
additional sanctions with respect to the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran.

(7) On February 3, 2009, the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran announced that it had launched
its first satellite, which raised concern over
the applicability of the satellite to the bal-
listic missile program.

(8) In September 2009, the United States,
the United Kingdom, and France revealed
the existence of the clandestine Fordow Fuel
Enrichment Plant in Iran, years after con-
struction started on the plant.

(9) In 2010, the Islamic Republic of Iran re-
portedly had enriched uranium to a level of
20 percent.

(10) On March 9, 2016, the Islamic Republic
of Iran launched 2 variations of the Qadr me-
dium-range ballistic missile.

(11) On January 28, 2017, the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran conducted a test of a medium-
range ballistic missile, which traveled an es-
timated 600 miles.

(12) In 2018, Israel seized a significant por-
tion of the nuclear archive of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, which contained tens of thou-
sands of files and compact discs relating to
past efforts at nuclear weapon design, devel-
opment, and manufacturing by the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

(13) On September 27, 2018, Israel revealed
the existence of a warehouse housing radio-
active material in the Turquz Abad district
in Tehran, and an inspection of the ware-
house by the International Atomic Energy
Agency detected radioactive particles, which
the Government of the Islamic Republic of
Iran failed to adequately explain.

(14) On January 8, 2020, an Iranian missile
struck an Iraqi military base where members
of the United States Armed Forces were sta-
tioned, resulting in 11 of such members being
treated for injuries.

(15) On June 19, 2020, the International
Atomic Energy Agency adopted Resolution
GOV/2020/34 expressing ‘‘serious concern. . .
that Iran has not provided access to the
Agency under the Additional Protocol to two
locations’.

(16) On November 28, 2020, following the
death of the head of the Organization of De-
fense Innovation and Research of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, the Supreme Leader of the
Islamic Republic of Iran vowed to ‘‘to con-
tinue the martyr’s scientific and techno-
logical efforts in all the sectors where he was
active’ in the ‘‘nuclear and defense fields’.

(17) On April 17, 2021, the International
Atomic Energy Agency verified that the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran had begun to enrich
uranium to 60 percent purity.

(18) On August 14, 2021, President of Iran
Hassan Rouhani stated that ‘“‘Iran’s Atomic
Energy Organization can enrich uranium by
20 percent and 60 percent and if one day our
reactors need it, it can enrich uranium to 90
percent purity”’.

(19) On November 9, 2021, the Islamic Re-
public of Iran completed Zolfaghar-1400, a 3-
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day war game that included conventional
navy, army, air force, and air defense forces
testing cruise missiles, torpedoes, and sui-
cide drones in the Strait of Hormuz, the Gulf
of Oman, the Red Sea, and the Indian Ocean.

(20) On December 20, 2021, the Islamic Re-
public of Iran commenced a b-day drill in
which it launched a number of short- and
long-range ballistic missiles that it claimed
could destroy Israel, constituting an esca-
lation in the already genocidal rhetoric of
the Islamic Republic of Iran toward Israel.

(21) On January 13, 2022, the head of the Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guards Corps Aerospace
Force claimed that the military launched a
solid-fuel, mobile satellite launch rocket,
with implications for development of an
intercontinental ballistic missile.

(22) On January 24, 2022, Houthi rebels,
backed by the Islamic Republic of Iran, fired
2 missiles at Al Dhafra Air Base in the
United Arab Emirates, which hosts around
2,000 members of the Armed Forces of the
United States.

(23) On January 31, 2022, surface-to-air
interceptors of the United Arab Emirates
shot down a Houthi missile fired at the
United Arab Emirates during a visit by
President of Israel Isaac Herzog, the first-
ever visit of an Israeli President to the
United Arab Emirates.

(24) On February 9, 2022, the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran unveiled a new surface-to-surface
missile, named ‘‘Kheibar Shekan’’, which has
a reported range of 900 miles (1450 Kkilo-
meters) and is capable of penetrating missile
shields.

(25) On March 13, 2022, the Islamic Republic
of Iran launched 12 missiles into Erbil, Iraq,
which struck near a consulate building of
the United States.

(26) On April 17, 2022, the Islamic Republic
of Iran confirmed the relocation of a produc-
tion facility for advanced centrifuges from
an aboveground facility at Karaj, Iran, to
the fortified underground Natanz Enrich-
ment Complex.

(27) On April 19, 2022, the Department of
State released a report stating that there are
‘‘serious concerns’’ about ‘‘possible
undeclared nuclear material and activities in
Iran’.

(28) On May 30, 2022, the International
Atomic Energy Agency reported that the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran had achieved a stock-
pile of 43.3 kilograms, equivalent to 95.5
pounds, of 60 percent highly enriched ura-
nium, roughly enough material for a nuclear
weapon.

(29) On June 8, 2022, the Islamic Republic of
Iran turned off surveillance cameras in-
stalled by the International Atomic Energy
Agency to monitor uranium enrichment ac-
tivities at nuclear sites in the country.

(c) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the Department of State has used evi-
dence of the intent of the Islamic Republic of
Iran to advance a nuclear program to secure
the support of the international community
in passing and implementing United Nations
Security Council Resolutions on the Islamic
Republic of Iran;

(2) intelligence agencies have compiled evi-
dence of the intent of the Islamic Republic of
Iran to advance a nuclear program, with evi-
dence of a nuclear program prior to 2003;

(3) an Islamic Republic of Iran that pos-
sesses a nuclear weapons capability would be
a serious threat to the national security of
the United States, Israel, and other allies
and partners;

(4) the Islamic Republic of Iran has been
less than cooperative with international in-
spectors from the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency and has obstructed their ability
to inspect nuclear facilities across Iran;
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(5) the Islamic Republic of Iran continues
to advance missile programs, which are a
threat to the national security of the United
States, Israel, and other allies and partners;

(6) the Islamic Republic of Iran continues
to support proxies in the Middle East in a
manner that—

(A) undermines the sovereignty of regional
governments;

(B) threatens the safety of United States
citizens;

(C) threatens United States allies and part-
ners; and

(D) directly undermines the national secu-
rity interests of the United States;

(7) the Islamic Republic of Iran has en-
gaged in assassination plots against former
United States officials and has been impli-
cated in plots to kidnap United States citi-
zens within the United States;

(8) the Islamic Republic of Iran is engaged
in unsafe and unprofessional maritime activ-
ity that threatens the movement of naval
vessels of the United States and the free flow
of commerce through strategic maritime
chokepoints in the Middle East and North
Africa;

(9) the Islamic Republic of Iran has deliv-
ered hundreds of armed drones to the Rus-
sian Federation, which will enable Vladimir
Putin to continue the assault against
Ukraine in direct opposition of the national
security interests of the United States; and

(10) the United States must—

(A) ensure that the Islamic Republic of
Iran does not develop a nuclear weapons ca-
pability;

(B) protect against aggression from the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran manifested through
its missiles program; and

(C) counter regional and global terrorism
of the Islamic Republic of Iran in a manner
that minimizes the threat posed by state and
non-state actors to the interests of the
United States.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations,
the Committee on Appropriations, the Com-
mittee on Armed Services, the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources, and the Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence of the Sen-
ate; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the
Committee on Appropriations, the Com-
mittee on Armed Services, the Committee on
Energy and Commerce, and the Permanent
Select Committee on Intelligence of the
House of Representatives.

(2) COMPREHENSIVE SAFEGUARDS AGREE-
MENT.—The term ‘‘Comprehensive Safe-
guards Agreement’” means the Agreement
between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the
International Atomic Energy Agency for the
Application of Safeguards in Connection
with the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons, done at Vienna June 19,
1973.

(3) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—The term
“‘intelligence community’’ has the meaning
given the term in section 3 of the National
Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003).

(4) TASK FORCE.—The term ‘‘task force”
means the task force established under sub-
section (e).

(5) UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM.—The term
“unmanned aircraft system’ has the mean-
ing given the term in section 44801 of title 49,
United States Code.

() ESTABLISHMENT OF INTERAGENCY TASK
FORCE ON NUCLEAR ACTIVITY AND GLOBAL RE-
GIONAL TERRORISM OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC
OF IRAN.—
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(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of
State shall establish a task force to coordi-
nate and synthesize efforts by the United
States Government regarding—

(A) nuclear activity of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran or its proxies; and

(B) regional and global terrorism activity
by the Islamic Republic of Iran or its prox-
ies.

(2) COMPOSITION.—

(A) CHAIRPERSON.—The Secretary of State
shall be the Chairperson of the task force.

(B) MEMBERSHIP.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The task force shall be
composed of individuals, each of whom shall
be an employee of and appointed to the task
force by the head of one of the following
agencies:

(I) The Department of State.

(IT) The Office of the Director of National
Intelligence.

(IIT) The Department of Defense.

(IV) The Department of Energy.

(V) The Central Intelligence Agency.

(ii) ADDITIONAL MEMBERS.—The Chair-
person may appoint to the task force addi-
tional individuals from other Federal agen-
cies, as the Chairperson considers necessary.

(3) SUNSET.—The task force shall termi-
nate on December 31, 2028.

(f) ASSESSMENTS.—

(1) INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENT ON NUCLEAR
ACTIVITY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and every 120 days thereafter until December
31, 2028, the Director of National Intelligence
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees an assessment regarding
any uranium enrichment, nuclear weapons
development, delivery vehicle development,
and associated engineering and research ac-
tivities of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

(B) CONTENTS.—The assessment required by
subparagraph (A) shall include—

(i) a description and location of current
fuel cycle activities for the production of
fissile material being undertaken by the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, including—

(I) research and development activities to
procure or construct additional advanced IR-
2, IR-6 and other model centrifuges and en-
richment cascades, including for stable iso-
topes;

(IT) research and development of reprocess-
ing capabilities, including—

(aa) reprocessing of spent fuel; and

(bb) extraction of medical isotopes from ir-
radiated uranium targets;

(ITI) activities with respect to designing or
constructing reactors, including—

(aa) the construction of heavy water reac-
tors;

(bb) the manufacture or procurement of re-
actor components, including the intended ap-
plication of such components; and

(cc) efforts to rebuild the original reactor
at Arak;

(IV) uranium mining, concentration, con-
version, and fuel fabrication, including—

(aa) estimated uranium ore production ca-
pacity and annual recovery;

(bb) recovery processes and ore con-
centrate production capacity and annual re-
covery;

(cc) research and development with respect
to, and the annual rate of, conversion of ura-
nium; and

(dd) research and development with respect
to the fabrication of reactor fuels, including
the use of depleted, natural, and enriched
uranium; and

(V) activities with respect to—

(aa) producing or acquiring plutonium or
uranium (or their alloys);

(bb) conducting research and development
on plutonium or uranium (or their alloys);

(cc) uranium metal; or
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(dd) casting, forming, or machining pluto-
nium or uranium;

(ii) with respect to any activity described
in clause (i), a description, as applicable, of—

(I) the number and type of centrifuges used
to enrich uranium and the operating status
of such centrifuges;

(IT) the number and location of any enrich-
ment or associated research and develop-
ment facility used to engage in such activ-
ity;

(IITI) the amount of heavy water, in metric
tons, produced by such activity and the ac-
quisition or manufacture of major reactor
components, including, for the second and
subsequent assessments, the amount pro-
duced since the last assessment;

(IV) the number and type of fuel assem-
blies produced by the Islamic Republic of
Iran, including failed or rejected assemblies;
and

(V) the total amount of—

(aa) uranium-235 enriched to not greater
than 5 percent purity;

(bb) uranium-235 enriched to greater than 5
percent purity and not greater than 20 per-
cent purity;

(cc) uranium-235 enriched to greater than
20 percent purity and not greater than 60 per-
cent purity;

(dd) uranium-235 enriched to greater than
60 percent purity and not greater than 90 per-
cent purity; and

(ee) uranium-235 enriched greater than 90
percent purity;

(iii) a description of any weaponization
plans and weapons development capabilities
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, including—

(I) plans and capabilities with respect to—

(aa) weapon design, including fission, war-
head miniaturization, and boosted and early
thermonuclear weapon design;

(bb) high yield fission development;

(cc) design, development, acquisition, or
use of computer models to simulate nuclear
explosive devices;

(dd) design, development, fabricating, ac-
quisition, or use of explosively driven neu-
tron sources or specialized materials for ex-
plosively driven neutron sources; and

(ee) design, development, fabrication, ac-
quisition, or use of precision machining and
tooling that could enable the production of
nuclear explosive device components;

(IT) the ability of the Islamic Republic of
Iran to deploy a working or reliable delivery
vehicle capable of carrying a nuclear war-
head;

(III) the estimated breakout time for the
Islamic Republic of Iran to develop and de-
ploy a nuclear weapon, including a crude nu-
clear weapon; and

(IV) the status and location of any re-
search and development work site related to
the preparation of an underground nuclear
test;

(iv) an identification of any clandestine
nuclear facilities;

(v) an assessment of whether the Islamic
Republic of Iran maintains locations to store
equipment, research archives, or other mate-
rial previously used for a weapons program
or that would be of use to a weapons program
that the Islamic Republic of Iran has not de-
clared to the International Atomic Energy
Agency;

(vi) any diversion by the Islamic Republic
of Iran of uranium, carbon-fiber, or other
materials for use in an undeclared or clan-
destine facility;

(vii) an assessment of activities related to
developing or acquiring the capabilities for
the production of nuclear weapons, con-
ducted at facilities controlled by the Min-
istry of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics
of Iran, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps, and the Organization of Defensive In-
novation and Research, including an analysis
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of gaps in knowledge due to the lack of in-
spections and nontransparency of such facili-
ties;

(viii) a description of activities between
the Islamic Republic of Iran and other coun-
tries with respect to sharing information on
nuclear weapons or activities related to
weaponization;

(ix) with respect to any new ballistic,
cruise, or hypersonic missiles being designed
and tested by the Islamic Republic of Iran or
any of its proxies, a description of—

(I) the type of missile;

(IT) the range of such missiles;

(IIT) the capability of such missiles to de-
liver a nuclear warhead;

(IV) the number of such missiles; and

(V) any testing of such missiles;

(x) an assessment of whether the Islamic
Republic of Iran or any of its proxies pos-
sesses an unmanned aircraft system or other
military equipment capable of delivering a
nuclear weapon;

(xi) an assessment of whether the Islamic
Republic of Iran or any of its proxies has en-
gaged in new or evolving nuclear weapons de-
velopment activities, or activities related to
developing the capabilities for the produc-
tion of nuclear weapons or potential delivery
vehicles, that would pose a threat to the na-
tional security of the United States, Israel,
or other partners or allies; and

(xii) any other information that the task
force determines is necessary to ensure a
complete understanding of the capability of
the Islamic Republic of Iran to develop and
manufacture nuclear or other types of asso-
ciated weapons systems.

(2) ASSESSMENT ON REGIONAL AND GLOBAL
TERRORISM OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF
IRAN.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and every 120 days thereafter until December
31, 2028, the Director of National Intelligence
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees an assessment regarding
the regional and global terrorism of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran.

(B) CONTENTS.—The assessment required by
subparagraph (A) shall include—

(i) a description of the lethal support of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, including training,
equipment, and associated intelligence sup-
port, to regional and global non-state ter-
rorist groups and proxies;

(ii) a description of the lethal support of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, including train-
ing and equipment, to state actors;

(iii) an assessment of financial support of
the Islamic Republic of Iran to Middle East-
ern non-state terrorist groups and proxies
and associated Iranian revenue streams fund-
ing such support;

(iv) an assessment of the threat posed by
the Islamic Republic of Iran and Iranian-sup-
ported groups to members of the Armed
Forces, diplomats, and military and diplo-
matic facilities of the United States
throughout the Middle East and North Afri-
ca;

(v) a description of attacks by, or spon-
sored by, the Islamic Republic of Iran
against members of the Armed Forces, dip-
lomats, and military and diplomatic facili-
ties of the United States and the associated
response by the United States Government
in the previous 120 days;

(vi) a description of attacks by, or spon-
sored by, the Islamic Republic of Iran
against United States partners or allies and
the associated response by the United States
Government in the previous 120 days;

(vii) an assessment of interference by the
Islamic Republic of Iran into the elections
and political processes of sovereign countries
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in the Middle East and North Africa in an ef-
fort to create conditions for or shape agen-
das more favorable to the policies of the
Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran;

(viii) a description of any plots by the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran against former and
current United States officials;

(ix) a description of any plots by the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran against United States
citizens both abroad and within the United
States; and

(x) a description of maritime activity of
the Islamic Republic of Iran and associated
impacts on the free flow of commerce and
the national security interests of the United
States.

(3) FORM; PUBLIC
TION.—

(A) ForM.—Each assessment required by
this subsection shall be submitted in unclas-
sified form but may include a classified
annex for information that, if released,
would be detrimental to the national secu-
rity of the United States.

(B) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The unclassified
portion of an assessment required by this
subsection shall be made available to the
public on an internet website of the Office of
the Director of National Intelligence.

(C) DUPLICATION.—For any assessment re-
quired by this subsection, the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence may rely upon existing
products that reflect the current analytic
judgment of the intelligence community, in-
cluding reports or products produced in re-
sponse to congressional mandate or requests
from executive branch officials.

(g) DIPLOMATIC STRATEGY TO ADDRESS
IDENTIFIED NUCLEAR, BALLISTIC MISSILE, AND
TERRORISM THREATS TO THE UNITED
STATES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the submission of the initial assess-
ment under subsection (f)(1), and annually
thereafter until December 31, 2028, the Sec-
retary of State, in consultation with the
task force, shall submit to the appropriate
congressional committees a diplomatic
strategy that outlines a comprehensive plan
for engaging with partners and allies of the
United States regarding uranium enrich-
ment, nuclear weaponization, and missile de-
velopment activities and regional and global
terrorism of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

(2) CONTENTS.—The diplomatic strategy re-
quired by paragraph (1) shall include—

(A) an assessment of whether the Islamic
Republic of Iran—

(i) is in compliance with the Comprehen-
sive Safeguards Agreement and modified
Code 3.1 of the Subsidiary Arrangements to
the Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement;
and

(ii) has denied access to sites that the
International Atomic Energy Agency has
sought to inspect during previous l-year pe-
riod;

(B) a description of any dual-use item (as
defined under section 730.3 of title 15, Code of
Federal Regulations or listed on the List of
Nuclear-Related Dual-Use Equipment, Mate-
rials, Software, and Related Technology
issued by the Nuclear Suppliers Group or any
successor list) the Islamic Republic of Iran is
using to further the nuclear weapon or mis-
sile program;

(C) a description of efforts of the United
States to counter efforts of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran to project political and mili-
tary influence into the Middle East;

(D) a description of efforts to address the
increased threat that new or evolving ura-
nium enrichment, nuclear weaponization, or
missile development activities by the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran pose to United States
citizens, the diplomatic presence of the
United States in the Middle East, and the

AVAILABILITY; DUPLICA-
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national security interests of the United
States;

(E) a description of efforts to address the
threat that terrorism by, or sponsored by,
the Islamic Republic of Iran poses to United
States citizens, the diplomatic presence of
the United States in the Middle East, and
the national security interests of the United
States;

(F) a description of efforts to address the
impact of the influence of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran on sovereign governments on the
safety and security of United States citizens,
the diplomatic presence of the United States
in the Middle East, and the national security
interests of the United States;

(G) a description of a coordinated whole-of-
government approach to use political, eco-
nomic, and security related tools to address
such activities; and

(H) a comprehensive plan for engaging with
allies and regional partners in all relevant
multilateral fora to address such activities.

(3) UPDATED STRATEGY RELATED TO NOTIFI-
CATION.—Not later than 15 days after the sub-
mission of a notification to Congress that
there has been a significant development in
the nuclear weapons capability or delivery
systems capability of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, the Secretary of State shall submit to
the appropriate congressional committees an
update to the most recent diplomatic strat-
egy submitted under paragraph (1).

SA 6454. Mr. REED (for Mr. MANCHIN
(for himself, Mr. BARRASSO, and Mr.
RISCH)) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment
SA 5499 proposed by Mr. REED (for him-
self and Mr. INHOFE) to the bill H.R.
7900, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2023 for military activities
of the Department of Defense and for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in division C, in-
sert the following:

SEC. 3 . U.S. NUCLEAR FUELS SECURITY INI-
TIATIVE.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the Department should—

(A) prioritize activities to increase domes-
tic production of low-enriched uranium; and

(B) accelerate efforts to establish a domes-
tic high-assay, low-enriched uranium enrich-
ment capability; and

(2) if domestic enrichment of high-assay,
low-enriched uranium will not be commer-
cially available at the scale needed in time
to meet the needs of the advanced nuclear
reactor demonstration projects of the De-
partment, the Secretary shall consider and
implement, as necessary—

(A) all viable options to make high-assay,
low-enriched uranium produced from inven-
tories owned by the Department available in
a manner that is sufficient to maximize the
potential for the Department to meet the
needs and schedules of advanced nuclear re-
actor developers, without impacting existing
Department missions, until such time that
commercial enrichment and deconversion ca-
pability for high-assay, low-enriched ura-
nium exists at a scale sufficient to meet fu-
ture needs; and

(B) all viable options for partnering with
countries that are allies or partners of the
United States to meet those needs and sched-
ules until that time.

(b) OBJECTIVES.—The objectives of this sec-
tion are—
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(1) to expeditiously increase domestic pro-
duction of low-enriched uranium;

(2) to expeditiously increase domestic pro-
duction of high-assay, low-enriched uranium
by an annual quantity, and in such form, de-
termined by the Secretary to be sufficient to
meet the needs of—

(A) advanced nuclear reactor developers;
and

(B) the consortium;

(3) to ensure the availability of domesti-
cally produced, converted, and enriched ura-
nium in a quantity determined by the Sec-
retary, in consultation with U.S. nuclear en-
ergy companies, to be sufficient to address a
reasonably anticipated supply disruption;

(4) to address gaps and deficiencies in the
domestic production, conversion, enrich-
ment, deconversion, and reduction of ura-
nium by partnering with countries that are
allies or partners of the United States if do-
mestic options are not practicable;

(5) to ensure that, in the event of a supply
disruption in the nuclear fuel market, a re-
serve of nuclear fuels is available to serve as
a backup supply to support the nuclear non-
proliferation and civil nuclear energy objec-
tives of the Department;

(6) to support enrichment, deconversion,
and reduction technology deployed in the
United States; and

(7) to ensure that, until such time that do-
mestic enrichment and deconversion of high-
assay, low-enriched wuranium is commer-
cially available at the scale needed to meet
the needs of advanced nuclear reactor devel-
opers, the Secretary considers and imple-
ments, as necessary—

(A) all viable options to make high-assay,
low-enriched uranium produced from inven-
tories owned by the Department available in
a manner that is sufficient to maximize the
potential for the Department to meet the
needs and schedules of advanced nuclear re-
actor developers; and

(B) all viable options for partnering with
countries that are allies or partners of the
United States to meet those needs and sched-
ules.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR.—The term
“‘advanced nuclear reactor’ has the meaning
given the term in section 951(b) of the En-
ergy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 16271(b)).

(2) ASSOCIATED ENTITY.—The term ‘‘associ-
ated entity’’ means an entity that—

(A) is owned, controlled, or dominated by—

(i) the government of a country that is an
ally or partner of the United States; or

(ii) an associated individual; or

(B) is organized under the laws of, or other-
wise subject to the jurisdiction of, a country
that is an ally or partner of the United
States, including a corporation that is incor-
porated in such a country.

(3) ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘as-
sociated individual” means an alien who is a
national of a country that is an ally or part-
ner of the United States.

(4) CONSORTIUM.—The term ‘‘consortium’
means the consortium established under sec-
tion 2001(a)(2)(F') of the Energy Act of 2020 (42
U.S.C. 16281(a)(2)(F)).

(5) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’”’
means the Department of Energy.

(6) HIGH-ASSAY, LOW-ENRICHED URANIUM;
HALEU.—The term ‘‘high-assay, low-enriched
uranium” or “HALEU” means high-assay
low-enriched uranium (as defined in section
2001(d) of the Energy Act of 2020 (42 U.S.C.
16281(d))).

(7) LOW-ENRICHED URANIUM; LEU.—The term
“low-enriched uranium” or “LEU” means
each of—

(A) low-enriched uranium (as defined in
section 3102 of the USEC Privatization Act
(42 U.S.C. 2297h)); and
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(B) low-enriched uranium (as defined in
section 3112A(a) of that Act (42 U.S.C. 2297Th-
10a(a))).

(8) PROGRAMS.—The
means—

(A) the Nuclear Fuel Security Program es-
tablished under subsection (d)(1);

(B) the American Assured Fuel Supply Pro-
gram of the Department; and

(C) the HALEU for Advanced Nuclear Reac-
tor Demonstration Projects Program estab-
lished under subsection (d)(3).

(9) SECRETARY.—The term
means the Secretary of Energy.

(10) U.S. NUCLEAR ENERGY COMPANY.—The
term ‘‘U.S. nuclear energy company’ means
a company that—

(A) is organized under the laws of, or oth-
erwise subject to the jurisdiction of, the
United States; and

(B) is involved in the nuclear energy indus-
try.
(d) ESTABLISHMENT AND EXPANSION OF PRO-
GRAMS.—The Secretary, consistent with the
objectives described in subsection (b), shall—

(1) establish a program, to be known as the
“‘Nuclear Fuel Security Program”, to in-
crease the quantity of LEU and HALEU pro-
duced by U.S. nuclear energy companies;

(2) expand the American Assured Fuel Sup-
ply Program of the Department to ensure
the availability of domestically produced,
converted, and enriched uranium in the
event of a supply disruption; and

(3) establish a program, to be known as the
“HALEU for Advanced Nuclear Reactor
Demonstration Projects Program’—

(A) to maximize the potential for the De-
partment to meet the needs and schedules of
advanced nuclear reactor developers until
such time that commercial enrichment and
deconversion capability for HALEU exists in
the United States at a scale sufficient to
meet future needs; and

(B) where practicable, to partner with
countries that are allies or partners of the
United States to meet those needs and sched-
ules until that time.

(e) NUCLEAR FUEL SECURITY PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the Nu-
clear Fuel Security Program, the Sec-
retary—

(A) shall—

(i) not later than 180 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, enter into 2 or more
contracts to begin acquiring not less than
100 metric tons per year of LEU by December
31, 2026 (or the earliest operationally feasible
date thereafter), to ensure diverse domestic
uranium mining, conversion, enrichment,
deconversion, and reduction capacity and
technologies, including new capacity, among
U.S. nuclear energy companies;

(ii) not later than 180 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, enter into 2 or more
contracts with members of the consortium
to begin acquiring not less than 20 metric
tons per year of HALEU by December 31, 2027
(or the earliest operationally feasible date
thereafter), from U.S. nuclear energy compa-
nies;

(iii) utilize only uranium produced, con-
verted, and enriched in—

(I) the United States; or

(IT) if domestic options are not practicable,
a country that is an ally or partner of the
United States; and

(iv) to the maximum extent practicable,
ensure that the use of domestic uranium uti-
lized as a result of that program does not
negatively affect the economic operation of
nuclear reactors in the United States; and

(B)(i) may not make commitments under
this subsection (including cooperative agree-
ments (used in accordance with section 6305
of title 31, United States Code), purchase
agreements, guarantees, leases, service con-
tracts, or any other type of commitment) for
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the purchase or other acquisition of HALEU
or LEU unless—

(I) funds are specifically provided for those
purposes in advance in appropriations Acts
enacted after the date of enactment of this
Act; or

(IT) the commitment is funded entirely by
funds made available to the Secretary from
the account described in subsection (i)(2)(B);
and

(ii) may make a commitment described in
clause (i) only—

(I) if the full extent of the anticipated
costs stemming from the commitment is re-
corded as an obligation at the time that the
commitment is made; and

(IT) to the extent of that up-front obliga-
tion recorded in full at that time.

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In carrying out para-
graph (1)(A)(ii), the Secretary shall consider
and, if appropriate, implement—

(A) options to ensure the quickest avail-
ability of commercially enriched HALEU, in-
cluding—

(i) partnerships between 2 or more com-
mercial enrichers; and

(ii) utilization of up to 10-percent enriched
uranium as feedstock in demonstration-scale
or commercial HALEU enrichment facilities;

(B) options to partner with countries that
are allies or partners of the United States to
provide LEU and HALEU for commercial
purposes;

(C) options that provide for an array of
HALEU—

(i) enrichment levels;

(ii) output levels to meet demand; and

(iii) fuel forms, including uranium metal
and oxide; and

(D) options—

(i) to replenish, as necessary, Department
stockpiles of uranium that was intended to
be downblended for other purposes, but was
instead used in carrying out activities under
the HALEU for Advanced Nuclear Reactor
Demonstration Projects Program;

(ii) to continue supplying HALEU to meet
the needs of the recipients of an award made
pursuant to the funding opportunity an-
nouncement of the Department numbered
DE-FOA-0002271 for Pathway 1, Advanced
Reactor Demonstrations; and

(iii) to make HALEU available to other ad-
vanced nuclear reactor developers and other
end-users.

(3) AVOIDANCE OF MARKET DISRUPTIONS.—In
carrying out the Nuclear Fuel Security Pro-
gram, the Secretary, to the extent prac-
ticable and consistent with the purposes of
that program, shall not disrupt or replace
market mechanisms by competing with U.S.
nuclear energy companies.

(f) EXPANSION OF THE AMERICAN ASSURED
FUEL SUPPLY PROGRAM.—The Secretary, in
consultation with U.S. nuclear energy com-
panies, shall—

(1) expand the American Assured Fuel Sup-
ply Program of the Department by merging
the operations of the Uranium Reserve Pro-
gram of the Department with the American
Assured Fuel Supply Program; and

(2) in carrying out the American Assured
Fuel Supply Program of the Department, as
expanded under paragraph (1)—

(A) maintain, replenish, diversify, or in-
crease the quantity of uranium made avail-
able by that program in a manner deter-
mined by the Secretary to be consistent with
the purposes of that program and the objec-
tives described in subsection (b);

(B) utilize only uranium produced,
verted, and enriched in—

(i) the United States; or

(ii) if domestic options are not practicable,
a country that is an ally or partner of the
United States;

(C) make uranium available from the
American Assured Fuel Supply, subject to
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terms and conditions determined by the Sec-
retary to be reasonable and appropriate;

(D) refill and expand the supply of uranium
in the American Assured Fuel Supply, in-
cluding by maintaining a limited reserve of
uranium to address a potential event in
which a domestic or foreign recipient of ura-
nium experiences a supply disruption for
which uranium cannot be obtained through
normal market mechanisms or under normal
market conditions; and

(E) take other actions that the Secretary
determines to be necessary or appropriate to
address the purposes of that program and the
objectives described in subsection (b).

(g) HALEU FOR ADVANCED NUCLEAR REAC-
TOR DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS PROGRAM.—

(1) AcTIVITIES.—On enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall immediately accelerate
and, as necessary, initiate activities to make
available from inventories or stockpiles
owned by the Department and made avail-
able to the consortium, HALEU for use in
advanced nuclear reactors that cannot oper-
ate on uranium with lower enrichment levels
or on alternate fuels, with priority given to
the awards made pursuant to the funding op-
portunity announcement of the Department
numbered DE-FOA-0002271 for Pathway 1,
Advanced Reactor Demonstrations, with ad-
ditional HALEU to be made available to
other advanced nuclear reactor developers,
as the Secretary determines to be appro-
priate.

(2) QUANTITY.—In carrying out activities
under this subsection, the Secretary shall
consider and implement, as necessary, all
viable options to make HALEU available in
quantities sufficient to maximize the poten-
tial for the Department to meet the needs
and schedules of ad