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price-gouging penalty for drug compa-
nies that hike prices faster than infla-
tion.

At a time when families in Oregon
and across the country are getting hit
by rising prices, Eva DuGoff worked on
extending subsidies for ACA health in-
surance coverage. It will save people
hundreds of dollars a year and a family
of four up to $2,400 a year.

Peter Fise worked on capping the
out-of-pocket cost of insulin for seniors
at $35 per month—another huge savings
for many Americans. Liz Dervan ex-
panded Medicaid’s coverage of vaccines
for adults.

There is a long list of people who
pitched in on the vital process of mak-
ing sure the bill was compliant with
the rules of the Senate known as the
Byrd Rules. It includes Liz Dervan,
whose legal acumen was invaluable to
supporting the committee’s efforts to
navigate the Byrd rule, as well as
major efforts by Peter Fise, Kristen
Lunde, Kimberly Lattimore, Mary Ellis
and Daniel Whittam from the health
team. It also includes Sally Laing and
Virginia Lenahan from our trade team,
who contributed to the clean energy
provisions.

When it comes to Byrd rules, the
point man on the Finance Committee
is our chief counsel, Mike Evans. For
all the months of work that goes into
writing legislation like the Inflation
Reduction Act, the whole thing can
come crashing down if it doesn’t com-
ply with the Byrd rules. Nobody is
more skilled or experienced than Mike
at making sure legislation is Byrd-
compliant from the start and pro-
tecting it in Byrd rule arguments be-
fore the Senate Parliamentarian. Op-
posing counsels weep when they see
Mike Evans and his stacks of papers
enter the room. Reconciliation under
the Byrd rule is arduous work, yet
Mike approaches it with humor and
grace along with great skill.

Mike is a valued member of my sen-
ior leadership team, who have directed
years of effort that made the IRA pos-
sible. I want to thank him, Jeff
Michels, Joshua Sheinkman, Sarah
Bittleman, John Dickas, and Isaiah
AXkin for guiding the team through set-
backs and struggles to get this bill
done.

The Finance Committee’s commu-
nications leads on the IRA were Ashley
Schapitl on tax and investigations;
Taylor Harvey on healthcare; Ryan
Carey, speechwriter; and Emily Zahnle-
Hostetler, digital director. The IRA
dealt with some incredibly complicated
policy issues, and it challenged a lot of
powerful special interests. But our
team got the word out and stood up to
withering attacks in the press and here
in the Senate.

The Finance Committee works with
many, many skilled and dedicated staff
at the Joint Committee on Taxation on
a daily basis. Suffice it to say, we
would be out in the cold without Tom
Barthold and the team of all-stars at
JCT:
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Rob Harvey

Chris Giosa

Tim Dowd

Cecily Rock

Natalie Tucker

Ross Margelefsky

Jeff Arbeit

Jared Hermann

Carol Wang

Kristine Roth

Harold Hirsch

Sanjay Misra

Clare Diefenbach

Rhonda Migdail

Andrew Lai

David Lenter

Vivek Chandrasekhar

Chia Chang

Lin Xu

James Elwell

Kelly Scanlon

Sally Kwak

Chris Overend

Kashi Way

Bert Lue

Deirdre James

Connor Dowd

Nick Bull

Melani Houser

Tanya Butler

The same goes for the highly skilled
and dedicated team at the nonpartisan
Congressional Budget Office under Di-
rector Phil Swagel. They do a difficult
job to keep Congress informed of what
proposed changes to our Federal pro-
grams will cost and always come
through under extremely tight dead-
lines:

Terri Gullo

Leo Lex

Paul Masi

Chad Chirico

Lara Robillard

Asha Saavoss

Stuart Hammond

Carrie Colla

Tamara Hayford

Christopher Adams

Evan Herrnstadt

Colin Baker

Scott Laughery

and other CBO staff who analyzed drug
pricing in the U.S. over the last decade.

And finally I want to thank the tal-
ented legal team at the Senate legisla-
tive counsel’s office who help com-
mittee staff write the law—on tax poli-
cies, Mark McGunagle, Jim Fransen,
Allison Otto, and Vince Gaiani; on
health policies, John Goetcheus, Kelly
Thornburg, Ruth Ernst and Phil
Lynch.

Whether you are talking about JCT,
CBO or legislative counsel, the Con-
gress grinds to a halt without their
work.

Finally, I would like to commend the
work of the Senate Parliamentarian
and her assistants. A reconciliation bill
turns up a lot of highly complex proce-
dural questions, and the Parliamen-
tarian has to make the calls. I was not
happy with all of the decisions, but the
Parliamentarians worked tirelessly,
skillfully, and with an even hand. Also,
I would like to thank the clerks and
floor staff for their work and endur-
ance during the vote-a-rama.

The debate the American people read
about and watched on TV is just a
small portion of all the work that went
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into the Inflation Reduction Act. It
can be awfully frustrating to spend
years developing legislation when Con-
gress is this polarized. We dealt with a
lot of setbacks. At certain points, we
thought it was over. And there is still
a lot more to get done.

But the IRA truly is an accomplish-
ment that will improve life for the
American people: more affordable
medications, more affordable health in-
surance, cheaper energy, the biggest
ever investment in the fight against
climate change, major progress crack-
ing down on tax cheats and improving
tax fairness—that is progress to be
proud of. I thank the Finance Com-
mittee majority staff, my personal of-
fice staff, and all the other teams who
contributed to this effort.

I yield the floor.

VOTE ON PRABHAKAR NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
Prabhakar nomination?

Mr. BROWN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN),
the Senator from New Mexico (Mr.
HEINRICH), and the Senator from Wash-
ington (Mrs. MURRAY) are necessarily
absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Idaho (Mr. CRAPO).

The result was announced—yeas 56,
nays 40, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 348 Ex.]

YEAS—56
Bennet Hickenlooper Reed
Blumenthal Hirono Rosen
Blunt Kaine Rounds
Booker Kelly Sanders
Brown King Schatz
Burr Klobuchar Schumer
Cantwell Leahy Shaheen
Cardin Lujan ) Sinema
Carper Lummis Smith
Casey Markey Stabenow
Cassidy Menendez Tester
Collins Merkley P
Coons Moran Tillis
Cortez Masto Murkowski Van Hollen
Duckworth Murphy Warner
Durbin Ossoff Warnock
Feinstein Padilla Warren
Gillibrand Peters Whitehouse
Hassan Portman Wyden

NAYS—40
Barrasso Hagerty Romney
Blackburn Hawley Rubio
Boozman Hoeven Sasse
Braun Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Capito Inhofe Scott (SC)
Cornyn Johnson Shelby
Cotton Kennedy Sullivan
Cramer Lankford Thune
Cn.lz Lee . Toomey
Daines Manchin !
Ernst Marshall Tlllbervﬂle
Fischer McConnell Wicker
Graham Paul Young
Grassley Risch
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NOT VOTING—4

Heinrich
Murray

Baldwin
Crapo

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. VAN
HOLLEN). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

The majority leader.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

————

AFFORDABLE INSULIN NOW ACT—
MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to proceed to
Calendar No. 389, H.R. 6833.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to H.R. 6833, a bill to
amend title XXVII of the Public Health
Service Act, the Internal Revenue Code of
1986, and the Employee Retirement Income
Security Act of 1974 to establish require-
ments with respect to cost-sharing for cer-
tain insulin products, and for other purposes.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. I send a cloture mo-
tion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 389, H.R.
6833, a bill to amend title XXVII of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act, the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986, and the Employee Retirement
Income Security Act of 1974 to establish re-
quirements with respect to cost-sharing for
certain insulin products, and for other pur-
poses.

Charles E. Schumer, Raphael G.
Warnock, Tim Kaine, Sherrod Brown,
Robert P. Casey, Jr., Angus S. King,
Jr., John W. Hickenlooper, Michael F.
Bennet, Cory A. Booker, Christopher
Murphy, Amy Klobuchar, Gary C.
Peters, Edward J. Markey, Benjamin L.
Cardin, Jeanne Shaheen, Richard
Blumenthal, Jeff  Merkley, Alex
Padilla, Catherine Cortez Masto.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the mandatory quorum call
for the cloture motion filed today,
Thursday, September 22, be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate be
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in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

REMEMBERING U.S. CAPITOL PO-
LICE OFFICER WILLIAM THOMAS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, before
I yield, I want to join the Senate in of-
fering condolences to the family of Of-
ficer William Thomas of the U.S. Cap-
itol Police. Officer Thomas had been
battling cancer and died in his home on
Tuesday, September 20. It breaks my
heart. He was only 38 years old.

My thoughts go out to his entire ex-
tended family, especially because I un-
derstand, this week, Officer Thomas’s
father also passed away. May they find
some comfort in knowing Officer
Thomas devoted himself to serving oth-
ers for nearly 14 years. He was a mem-
ber of the Capitol Police Force, a be-
loved presence here in the Capitol
Complex. Staff and Members alike saw
him every day. He dedicated his life to
protecting this great institution, and
all of us in the Senate mourn his loss
today.

May he rest in peace. May his father
rest in peace as well.

To all members of the U.S. Capitol
Police Force struggling with this awful
loss, we are with you in this difficult
time.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware.

———
BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I rise to
address three different topics, if I
might.

First, this week, the Senate of the
United States did something impor-
tant, something that is genuinely a big
deal. We ratified a treaty. This is some-
thing we don’t do often enough, and it
bears repeating what this Kigali
Amendment to the Montreal Protocol
is.

By a vote of 69 to 27, a big bipartisan
vote, this Senate ratified a treaty that
will reduce global warming by a full
degree Fahrenheit—something critical
to the future of the planet—and we do
it in a way that is a win for American
manufacturing, a win for American ex-
ports, and a win for our planet and cre-
ation.

Some of you may remember, a long
time ago, we discovered a problem—a
growing hole in the ozone layer that
was being caused by propellants, by
CFCs. So the world came together to
eliminate CFCs and replace them with
a new generation of artificial propel-
lants and refrigerants known as HFCs.

That was good news. The hole in the
ozone layer had largely been addressed,
and the threat of skin cancer and being
bombarded by radiation that that
posed was largely resolved. Yet, this
next generation of chemicals, HFCs,
had an unexpected additional problem.
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They are 1,000 times worse for global
warming, for climate change, than car-
bon dioxide, so much so—and they are
so broadly used in every industrial set-
ting—that it has led to a rapid increase
in global warming.

Well, the solution was actually in-
vented in Delaware. It is the next gen-
eration of chemicals that is much less
harmful to the climate and to the envi-
ronment, effective as a refrigerant,
being manufactured now in places
across the United States, and that, if
exported to the rest of the world, can
grow thousands of manufacturing jobs.

I just wanted to take a moment and
celebrate. The projections are there
will be as many as 33,000 new manufac-
turing jobs in the United States, some
in my home State of Delaware but
spread across the country; over $1 bil-
lion in new exports that will impact
just this year the American economy
because of this; and a 25-percent in-
crease in the exports of American-
made refrigerators and air-conditioners
and so forth.

This was a rare moment of bipartisan
consensus where we were able to come
together and address a global challenge
and create more opportunity here at
home, and I thought it bore some cele-
bration as we conclude this week.

Mr. President, earlier this week, our
President, Joe Biden, stood before the
world at the United Nations General
Assembly and continued his forceful,
clear, and strong effort to call on the
world to enforce the U.N. Charter and
to push back on Russia’s brutal inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Since February, when Putin’s forces
swept into Ukraine and threatened to
overrun the entire country, the West
has pulled together, and allies and sup-
porters of the Ukrainian people from
around the world have imposed sanc-
tions on Russia and Russian oligarchs;
have provided funding and support and
assistance to millions of Ukrainian ref-
ugees who have flooded throughout the
rest of the world; and, critically, have
provided financial support for the men
and women of the Ukrainian Armed
Forces, who just in recent days made a
dramatic breakout in northern
Ukraine, recapturing an area the size
of Delaware—more than 3,000 square
miles—in a rapid advance east of
Kharkiv.

President Biden has asked this body,
in a bill we will take up in just a few
days, to provide $11.7 billion in addi-
tional support for Ukraine. The Pre-
siding Officer and I are appropriators,
and we Kknow how precious the re-
sources of the American people are.
And I am grateful that, on a broad bi-
partisan basis, we have provided tens of
billions of dollars in humanitarian re-
lief for refugees, in support for the
Government of Ukraine, and in criti-
cally needed military support for the
Ukrainian Armed Forces.

It is because the Biden administra-
tion has delivered the most advanced
and targeted long-range artillery sys-
tems we have, called HIMARS, that
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