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them from getting a nuclear weapon,
not a reason not to engage in that di-
plomacy. And so I understand that it is
sometimes incredibly hard and dis-
tasteful to get your arms wrapped
around engagement with an enemy.

But I will leave you with this. The
Soviet Union, through their proxies,
killed tens of thousands of Americans
during the Cold War. There was no
doubt that they possessed on a daily
basis the existential ability to wipe out
the United States. But we did, at the
very least, four bilateral nuclear deals
with the Soviet Union, seven multilat-
eral nuclear deals with the Soviet
Union, not because we misunderstood
their aims and desires but because we
thought it was so important to limit
the scope of their nuclear program
given their intentions to wipe out de-
mocracy all around the world.

I agree that it is apples to oranges
comparing the Soviet Union to Iran,
but the same principle applies. We need
to elevate our work when it comes to
nonproliferation. That just needs to
matter more, and we shouldn’t be
afraid to engage with enemies and ad-
versaries, especially on this question of
making sure that their bad behavior
doesn’t end up having, amongst its
tools, a nuclear weapon that could kill
hundreds of thousands of Americans.

For that reason, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from Iowa.

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, blocking
the passage of the bill today, it is not
just disappointing, but it is endan-
gering. We do have to act now. I mean,
you can read the tweet. It is right here.
They are seeking justice. They are
looking for retribution and revenge.

Again, it was sent from U.S. soil—
this tweet was. If that doesn’t con-
stitute a clear and present danger de-
manding immediate attention, then I
honestly don’t know what does.

If a nuclear agreement is reached,
folks, it is not going to change. Iran’s
aggression was not curbed by the
Obama-Biden administration’s failures.
In fact, it invigorated Iran’s pursuit of
a nuclear weapon. Their mythical deal
effectively financed the world’s best or-
ganized, most capable terror group to
rain down attacks on the United
States, Israel, and even the Arab Gulf
States.

After the deal was signed, Iran went
on the offensive, and I can give you
some statistics to actually show that
activities increased. Attacks against
the United States and our partners in-
creased from roughly 8 incidents per
every 100 days in 2015 to 28 incidents in
100 days during the 3.5 years that the
JCPOA was in effect.

So arguing that the nuclear deal is a
credible deterrent against Iranian ter-
ror doesn’t actually hold water. Thou-
sands of folks have died fighting the
global war on terrorism, including 600
U.S. servicemembers. They have been
killed at the hands of Iranian proxies
in Iraq and in Syria.
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I was there on the ground in 2003, in
Operation Iraqi Freedom. The leader of
that initial surge was a name whom we
all know well, Gen. Jim Mattis. The
men and women in uniform, then and
today, know that Iran is an enemy. We
have no common cause with the aya-
tollahs or anyone who chants ‘‘Death
to America.” Jim Mattis told our en-
emies, and I will quote the good gen-
eral:

I come in peace. I didn’t bring artillery.
But I am pleading with you, with tears in my
eyes: if you [screw] with me—

And he used a different word—

I’11 kill you all.

Folks, Iran is killing our people over-
seas, and they are trying to kill our
people right here, right here in the
United States of America. We cannot
appease, and we cannot back down.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

INFLATION REDUCTION ACT OF 2022

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, we are
now several weeks on from the passage
of the Inflation Reduction Act.

The IRA is transformational legisla-
tion that will improve the lives of mil-
lions and millions of Americans: more
affordable prescription drugs, cheaper
energy bills, the largest investment in
the climate in history, a serious com-
mitment to cracking down on tax
cheats who rip off the American people
for billions of dollars every year, and
ensuring that corporations pay a fair
share.

I am proud to say that the vast ma-
jority of the Inflation Reduction Act
came from the Finance Committee ma-
jority.

It is no exaggeration to say that the
team on the committee and in my per-
sonal office collectively spent thou-
sands and thousands of hours devel-
oping these proposals, building support
for them under zero margin for error,
and guaranteeing that they would pass
under challenging Senate rules.

Senate Democrats spent more than a
year debating what would go into this
bill before it finally came together, but
the staff of the Finance Committee
began its work long before that. Some
of the components of the IRA go back
more than a decade.

So before the Senate goes out in the
coming days, I wanted to come down to
the floor to thank my committee and
personal office staff, as well as the bril-
liant teams at the Joint Committee on
Tax, Congressional Budget Office, and
legislative counsel who made this
achievement possible.

I will shout out a few specifics as I
thank the staff, but understand that
legislation this significant is always a
collaborative effort. And furthermore,
there are major priorities that did not
make it into the final version of the
IRA, and the staff who worked on those
issues deserve credit, too.

I will start out with Tiffany Smith,
who leads the best and hardest working
tax policy team there is.
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Bobby Andres has honcho’d the Clean
Energy for America Act for 7-plus
years. He tweaked and edited and im-
proved that bill so many times, he can
probably recite the text in his sleep.

Chris Arneson, Jon Goldman, and
Sarah Schaefer have been instrumental
in going after the tax loopholes that
allow massive, profitable corporations
to get away with paying little to noth-
ing. Their work on those issues is going
to continue to find its way into law.

Adam Carasso and Eric LoPresti
helped to make sure the IRS has the
resources it needs to go after wealthy
tax cheats who skip out on paying
what they owe.

And proof positive that Finance
Teams support one another: Drew
Crouch contributed tax policy help to
the prescription drug reforms.

Rachael Kauss has put a ton of work
into developing the billionaire’s in-
come tax, and although that proposal
didn’t make it in the final bill, there is
more support than ever for making
sure that those at the very top pay a
fair share like everybody else.

Grace Enda assisted on the clean en-
ergy tax policies and more. Ursula
Clausing supported the tax team and
also made sure that our team and Sen-
ate Democrats were ready and orga-
nized for a tough floor debate. Arthur
Shemitz and Melanie Jonas also sup-
ported the tax team’s hard work.

One other point about the Finance
Committee majority’s tax team—and
this applies across the board, not just
to the Inflation Reduction Act. If any-
body out there mistakenly believes it
is easy to offset the legislation passed
here in the Senate, it is only because
our tax team, time and time again,
makes it look effortless. The truth is,
it takes a ton of hard work, but they
get it done.

Patricio Gonzalez, a member of the
committee’s investigations team, has
been digging into the tax practices of
some of the biggest drug companies out
there. His work went a long way to
convincing key Senators that our cor-
porate tax laws needed reform. Ryder
Tobin, another member of the inves-
tigations team, contributed to that
work and also helped us survive the
grueling floor debate, as did Madison
Moskowitz, Claire Kaliban, and Bonnie
Million.

Next up: healthcare. When it comes
to drug prices, Big Pharma has had a
stranglehold on the U.S. Senate for a
long, long time. A lot of people have
gone up against Big Pharma and lost.
Shawn Bishop and the Finance Com-
mittee health team took on Big
Pharma and won.

Anna Kaltenboeck played a key role
in our efforts on finally allowing Medi-
care to negotiate on behalf of seniors
for a better deal on prescription drugs.
She also worked with Raghav Aggarwal
on crafting the Senate version of drug
price negotiation, as well as key pro-
tections for seniors in Medicare Part D.
That includes a $2,000 annual out-of-
pocket cap on their medications and a
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price-gouging penalty for drug compa-
nies that hike prices faster than infla-
tion.

At a time when families in Oregon
and across the country are getting hit
by rising prices, Eva DuGoff worked on
extending subsidies for ACA health in-
surance coverage. It will save people
hundreds of dollars a year and a family
of four up to $2,400 a year.

Peter Fise worked on capping the
out-of-pocket cost of insulin for seniors
at $35 per month—another huge savings
for many Americans. Liz Dervan ex-
panded Medicaid’s coverage of vaccines
for adults.

There is a long list of people who
pitched in on the vital process of mak-
ing sure the bill was compliant with
the rules of the Senate known as the
Byrd Rules. It includes Liz Dervan,
whose legal acumen was invaluable to
supporting the committee’s efforts to
navigate the Byrd rule, as well as
major efforts by Peter Fise, Kristen
Lunde, Kimberly Lattimore, Mary Ellis
and Daniel Whittam from the health
team. It also includes Sally Laing and
Virginia Lenahan from our trade team,
who contributed to the clean energy
provisions.

When it comes to Byrd rules, the
point man on the Finance Committee
is our chief counsel, Mike Evans. For
all the months of work that goes into
writing legislation like the Inflation
Reduction Act, the whole thing can
come crashing down if it doesn’t com-
ply with the Byrd rules. Nobody is
more skilled or experienced than Mike
at making sure legislation is Byrd-
compliant from the start and pro-
tecting it in Byrd rule arguments be-
fore the Senate Parliamentarian. Op-
posing counsels weep when they see
Mike Evans and his stacks of papers
enter the room. Reconciliation under
the Byrd rule is arduous work, yet
Mike approaches it with humor and
grace along with great skill.

Mike is a valued member of my sen-
ior leadership team, who have directed
years of effort that made the IRA pos-
sible. I want to thank him, Jeff
Michels, Joshua Sheinkman, Sarah
Bittleman, John Dickas, and Isaiah
AXkin for guiding the team through set-
backs and struggles to get this bill
done.

The Finance Committee’s commu-
nications leads on the IRA were Ashley
Schapitl on tax and investigations;
Taylor Harvey on healthcare; Ryan
Carey, speechwriter; and Emily Zahnle-
Hostetler, digital director. The IRA
dealt with some incredibly complicated
policy issues, and it challenged a lot of
powerful special interests. But our
team got the word out and stood up to
withering attacks in the press and here
in the Senate.

The Finance Committee works with
many, many skilled and dedicated staff
at the Joint Committee on Taxation on
a daily basis. Suffice it to say, we
would be out in the cold without Tom
Barthold and the team of all-stars at
JCT:
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Rob Harvey

Chris Giosa

Tim Dowd

Cecily Rock

Natalie Tucker

Ross Margelefsky

Jeff Arbeit

Jared Hermann

Carol Wang

Kristine Roth

Harold Hirsch

Sanjay Misra

Clare Diefenbach

Rhonda Migdail

Andrew Lai

David Lenter

Vivek Chandrasekhar

Chia Chang

Lin Xu

James Elwell

Kelly Scanlon

Sally Kwak

Chris Overend

Kashi Way

Bert Lue

Deirdre James

Connor Dowd

Nick Bull

Melani Houser

Tanya Butler

The same goes for the highly skilled
and dedicated team at the nonpartisan
Congressional Budget Office under Di-
rector Phil Swagel. They do a difficult
job to keep Congress informed of what
proposed changes to our Federal pro-
grams will cost and always come
through under extremely tight dead-
lines:

Terri Gullo

Leo Lex

Paul Masi

Chad Chirico

Lara Robillard

Asha Saavoss

Stuart Hammond

Carrie Colla

Tamara Hayford

Christopher Adams

Evan Herrnstadt

Colin Baker

Scott Laughery

and other CBO staff who analyzed drug
pricing in the U.S. over the last decade.

And finally I want to thank the tal-
ented legal team at the Senate legisla-
tive counsel’s office who help com-
mittee staff write the law—on tax poli-
cies, Mark McGunagle, Jim Fransen,
Allison Otto, and Vince Gaiani; on
health policies, John Goetcheus, Kelly
Thornburg, Ruth Ernst and Phil
Lynch.

Whether you are talking about JCT,
CBO or legislative counsel, the Con-
gress grinds to a halt without their
work.

Finally, I would like to commend the
work of the Senate Parliamentarian
and her assistants. A reconciliation bill
turns up a lot of highly complex proce-
dural questions, and the Parliamen-
tarian has to make the calls. I was not
happy with all of the decisions, but the
Parliamentarians worked tirelessly,
skillfully, and with an even hand. Also,
I would like to thank the clerks and
floor staff for their work and endur-
ance during the vote-a-rama.

The debate the American people read
about and watched on TV is just a
small portion of all the work that went
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into the Inflation Reduction Act. It
can be awfully frustrating to spend
years developing legislation when Con-
gress is this polarized. We dealt with a
lot of setbacks. At certain points, we
thought it was over. And there is still
a lot more to get done.

But the IRA truly is an accomplish-
ment that will improve life for the
American people: more affordable
medications, more affordable health in-
surance, cheaper energy, the biggest
ever investment in the fight against
climate change, major progress crack-
ing down on tax cheats and improving
tax fairness—that is progress to be
proud of. I thank the Finance Com-
mittee majority staff, my personal of-
fice staff, and all the other teams who
contributed to this effort.

I yield the floor.

VOTE ON PRABHAKAR NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
Prabhakar nomination?

Mr. BROWN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN),
the Senator from New Mexico (Mr.
HEINRICH), and the Senator from Wash-
ington (Mrs. MURRAY) are necessarily
absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Idaho (Mr. CRAPO).

The result was announced—yeas 56,
nays 40, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 348 Ex.]

YEAS—56
Bennet Hickenlooper Reed
Blumenthal Hirono Rosen
Blunt Kaine Rounds
Booker Kelly Sanders
Brown King Schatz
Burr Klobuchar Schumer
Cantwell Leahy Shaheen
Cardin Lujan ) Sinema
Carper Lummis Smith
Casey Markey Stabenow
Cassidy Menendez Tester
Collins Merkley P
Coons Moran Tillis
Cortez Masto Murkowski Van Hollen
Duckworth Murphy Warner
Durbin Ossoff Warnock
Feinstein Padilla Warren
Gillibrand Peters Whitehouse
Hassan Portman Wyden

NAYS—40
Barrasso Hagerty Romney
Blackburn Hawley Rubio
Boozman Hoeven Sasse
Braun Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Capito Inhofe Scott (SC)
Cornyn Johnson Shelby
Cotton Kennedy Sullivan
Cramer Lankford Thune
Cn.lz Lee . Toomey
Daines Manchin !
Ernst Marshall Tlllbervﬂle
Fischer McConnell Wicker
Graham Paul Young
Grassley Risch
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