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This is a historic moment. If con-

firmed, Judge Mendoza would be the 
first Hispanic judge to serve on the 
Ninth Circuit from Washington. 

Judge Mendoza, whom I met before 
nominating him to the White House 
Counsel’s Office as a candidate for U.S. 
District Court for the Eastern District 
of Washington, has been somebody 
who, when you think about his child-
hood growing up in the Yakima Val-
ley—an agricultural area in Eastern 
Washington—he comes from a family 
of farm workers and has worked in the 
fields himself. 

As a young student at Prosser High 
School, it was not uncommon for him 
to wake up before dawn to work in the 
fields before rushing home to change 
and head to school. His hard work 
earned him admission to the Univer-
sity of Washington. 

After graduating from the University 
of Washington, he left the State to get 
his law degree from UCLA. After earn-
ing his degree, he returned home to 
Washington, where he worked as assist-
ant attorney general in the Wash-
ington State AG’s Office. 

He went on to serve the community 
he grew up in, first as a deputy pros-
ecutor for Franklin County and then as 
a judge in the Benton-Franklin Supe-
rior Court. He has been an outstanding 
judge on the U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern District of Washington, where 
he has served since 2014. Clearly, my 
colleagues here in the Senate saw his 
potential since he was confirmed to the 
Eastern District 92 to 4. 

Judge Mendoza is not just an out-
standing jurist; he is a community 
leader as well. He has served on the 
boards of directors for numerous orga-
nizations in Central Washington, in-
cluding the Benton-Franklin Legal Aid 
Society, the Benton and Franklin 
Counties Circle of Hope Foundation for 
Drug Courts, and the United Way of 
Benton and Franklin Counties. 

I know Judge Mendoza will make an 
excellent addition to the Ninth Circuit 
Court, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port his nomination to the court of ap-
peals. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, 
today the Senate is poised to confirm 
another outstanding judicial nominee: 
Judge Salvador Mendoza, Jr., nomi-
nated to the Ninth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals. 

Judge Mendoza is a highly experi-
enced jurist with a lifelong commit-
ment to public and community service. 
After graduating from the University 
of Washington and UCLA School of 
Law, Judge Mendoza joined the office 
of the Franklin County, WA pros-
ecuting attorney, where he handled a 
range of felony and misdemeanor cases. 
Following this role, Judge Mendoza en-
tered private legal practice, simulta-
neously serving as a judge pro tempore 
on various Washington State munic-
ipal, district, and juvenile courts. He 
then served 2 years on the Washington 
State superior court. 

In 2014, President Obama nominated 
Judge Mendoza to the Eastern District 

of Washington, and the Senate con-
firmed him on an overwhelmingly bi-
partisan vote, 92–4. Judge Mendoza has 
distinguished himself on the bench, 
presiding over dozens of trials and dem-
onstrating evenhandedness and impar-
tiality in all matters that have come 
before him. And once confirmed, Judge 
Mendoza will be the first judge of His-
panic origin to sit on a Washington 
seat on the Ninth Circuit. 

The American Bar Association has 
unanimously rated Judge Mendoza 
‘‘well qualified,’’ and he enjoys the 
strong support of his home State Sen-
ators, Mrs. MURRAY and Ms. CANTWELL. 

I will support Judge Mendoza’s con-
firmation, and I urge my colleagues to 
do the same. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I 
rise today in support of the nomination 
of Judge Salvador Mendoza, from my 
home State of Washington, to serve on 
the Court of Appeals for the Ninth Cir-
cuit. 

I was honored to recommend Judge 
Mendoza for this seat to President 
Biden and to introduce him before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee in May. 

I was thrilled to see him advance out 
of the committee in a bipartisan vote, 
and I couldn’t be happier to support 
him today and to strongly urge all my 
colleagues to join me in voting for his 
confirmation to the bench. 

Judge Mendoza is a lifelong Wash-
ington State resident and a tremen-
dously qualified candidate to join the 
Ninth Circuit Court. He has served as a 
district court judge for the Eastern 
District of Washington since 2014, when 
he was confirmed by the Senate with 
an overwhelming, bipartisan majority 
of 92–4. 

In his time on the bench in the East-
ern District, he has presided over near-
ly 1,500 cases—including appellate 
cases—where he treated every party 
who came before him with fairness and 
respect. 

And before that, he served Wash-
ington State as a Superior Court 
Judge. 

He also has experience as a pros-
ecutor, in the State attorney general’s 
office, and as a solo practitioner, where 
he often represented defendants who 
could not afford their own attorneys. 

He also worked to establish the first 
drug court in Benton and Franklin 
counties, along with prosecutors, de-
fense attorneys, mental health profes-
sionals, and other judges. 

From representing those without 
means, to establishing drug courts, to 
serving with distinction on the Eastern 
District Court, Judge Mendoza has 
been a trailblazer, focused on building 
a more fair and just legal system that 
works for everyone—not just the 
wealthy and well-off. 

Judge Mendoza’s many years of pub-
lic service and even-handed application 
of the law have earned him not only 
the support of people across the State 
of Washington, but also the respect of 
both Democrats and Republicans. 

It is why my bipartisan judicial 
merit selection committee, which in-

cludes top Republican lawyers, rec-
ommended him to serve in his current 
district court judgeship 8 years ago and 
why he was confirmed to that judge-
ship in an overwhelmingly bipartisan 
vote. And that should be no different 
today. 

Beyond just his impeccable profes-
sional qualifications, Judge Mendoza 
will bring an important perspective to 
one of the most consequential appel-
late courts in this country: the per-
spective of someone whose parents im-
migrated to the U.S. from Mexico and 
worked as farm laborers, maids, and 
factory workers to build a better life 
for their family; the perspective of 
someone who, as a child, worked beside 
them on farms in the Yakima Valley; 
the perspective of someone who was 
the first Latino Federal judge in the 
Eastern District of Washington and 
who would break new ground once 
again as the first Latino from Wash-
ington State to serve on the Ninth Cir-
cuit. 

Confirming Judge Mendoza will bring 
us even closer to building a Federal 
bench that reflects the diversity of the 
people it serves. That is especially im-
portant to me and to the many people 
across the country who don’t currently 
see themselves represented on our Na-
tion’s courts. 

I have no doubt—and based on his 
record, I think there can be no doubt 
that serving on the Ninth Circuit, 
Judge Mendoza will carefully review 
each case as an appellate judge, respect 
every party that appears before him, 
and protect the rights of the American 
people. 

I urge all of my colleagues to join me 
in supporting his confirmation. 

Ms. CANTWELL. I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Ms. CANTWELL. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the following 
nomination, which the clerk will re-
port. 

The bill clerk read the nomination of 
Salvador Mendoza, Jr., of Washington, 
to be United States Circuit Judge for 
the Ninth Circuit. 

VOTE ON MENDOZA NOMINATION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Mendoza nomination? 

Ms. CANTWELL. Madam President, I 
ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
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The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the 
Senator from New Hampshire (Ms. HAS-
SAN), the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
MENENDEZ), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mr. PADILLA), the Senator from 
Michigan (Mr. PETERS), the Senator 
from Arizona (Ms. SINEMA), and the 
Senator from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) 
are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the 
Senator from Indiana (Mr. BRAUN), the 
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. PAUL), the 
Senator from Idaho (Mr. RISCH), the 
Senator from South Carolina (Mr. 
SCOTT), the Senator from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. TOOMEY), and the Senator from In-
diana (Mr. YOUNG). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Indiana (Mr. BRAUN) 
would have noted ‘‘nay’’. 

The result was announced—- yeas 46, 
nays 40, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 331 Ex.] 
YEAS—46 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Graham 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—40 

Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 

Portman 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 

NOT VOTING—14 

Barrasso 
Braun 
Brown 
Hassan 
Menendez 

Padilla 
Paul 
Peters 
Risch 
Scott (SC) 

Sinema 
Stabenow 
Toomey 
Young 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

HEINRICH). Under the previous order, 
the motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table, and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 

Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 1043, 
Arianna J. Freeman, of Pennsylvania, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the Third 
Circuit. 

Charles E. Schumer, Christopher Mur-
phy, Tammy Baldwin, Tina Smith, 
Christopher A. Coons, Elizabeth War-
ren, Jeanne Shaheen, Jeff Merkley, 
Alex Padilla, Richard J. Durbin, Jack 
Reed, Gary C. Peters, Edward J. Mar-
key, Sherrod Brown, Tim Kaine, Ben 
Ray Luján, Mazie K. Hirono. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Arianna J. Freeman, of Pennsyl-
vania, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Third Circuit, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the 
Senator from New Hampshire (Ms. HAS-
SAN), the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
MENENDEZ), the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS), and the Senator from 
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW), are nec-
essarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the 
Senator from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT), the 
Senator from Indiana (Mr. BRAUN), the 
Senator from Idaho (Mr. RISCH), the 
Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
TOOMEY), and the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. YOUNG). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG) 
would have voted ‘‘nay’’. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 45, 
nays 44, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 332 Ex.] 

YEAS—45 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—44 

Blackburn 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Graham 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 

Paul 
Portman 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 

NOT VOTING—11 

Barrasso 
Blunt 
Braun 
Brown 

Hassan 
Menendez 
Peters 
Risch 

Stabenow 
Toomey 
Young 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
SMITH). On this vote, the yeas are 45, 
the nays are 44. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Arianna J. 
Freeman, of Pennsylvania, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Third Circuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California. 

f 

EXTRADITION TREATY WITH THE 
REPUBLIC OF CROATIA 

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the Senate con-
sider Calendar No. 4, treaty document 
No. 116–2; that the treaty be considered 
as having advanced through the var-
ious parliamentary stages up to and in-
cluding the presentation of the resolu-
tion of the advice and consent to ratifi-
cation; that any committee conditions, 
declarations, or reservations be agreed 
to and applicable; that any statements 
be printed in the RECORD as if read; fur-
ther, that if the resolution of ratifica-
tion is agreed to, the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The treaty will be stated. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read as follows: 
Treaty document No. 116–2, Extradition 

Treaty with the Republic of Croatia. 

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I 
ask for a division vote on the resolu-
tion of advice and consent to ratifica-
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A divi-
sion vote has been requested. 

On treaty document No. 116–2, all 
those in favor, stand and be counted. 

All those opposed, stand and be 
counted. 

On a division vote, two-thirds of the 
Senators present having voted in the 
affirmative, the resolution of advice 
and consent to ratification has been 
agreed to. 

The resolution of ratification agreed 
to is as follows: 

VIII. TEXT OF RESOLUTION OF ADVICE AND 
CONSENT TO RATIFICATION 

(A) THE U.S.-CROATIA EXTRADITION AGREEMENT 
Resolved (two-thirds of the Senators present 

concurring therein), 
SECTION 1. SENATE ADVICE AND CONSENT SUB-

JECT TO A DECLARATION 
The Senate advises and consents to the 

ratification of the Agreement between the, 
Government of the United States of America 
and the Government of the Republic of Cro-
atia comprising the instrument as con-
templated by Article 3(2) of the Agreement 
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