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Now, we need an orderly process to
bring them into this country, as need-
ed, in the right fashion, and I believe
we can achieve that. But, unfortu-
nately, politically, we are stopped at
the moment. I am going to continue to
work to try to find some bipartisan ap-
proach to this which will solve this
problem.

Our Nation’s immigration system
should reward hard work and the deter-
mination that these people have to be
in America. Instead of exploiting fami-
lies who are fleeing for their lives, we
should all work together to create a
system that reflects the best values of
America.

We are a nation of immigrants. Our
diversity is our strength. Those who
say we need some kind of ethnic purity
are aspiring to a goal which does not
serve us well. We have done just the op-
posite. We have taken people from dif-
ferent sections of the world and
brought them together into the Amer-
ican family, and that is what is impor-
tant for our future as well.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alabama.

TRIBUTE TO FRANCISCO J. COLLAZO

Mr. SHELBY. Madam President, I am
pleased this afternoon to commend Mr.
Francisco J. Collazo of Grant, AL, for
his contributions to our great country
and to the State of Alabama.

Born in 1931 in Puerto Rico, Mr.
Collazo joined the Army at 15 years of
age. He had an exceptionally distin-
guished career, serving in the Korean
and the Vietnam wars and retiring as a
chief warrant officer 4.

While in the Army, Mr. Collazo con-
tinually worked to further his edu-
cation. Due to his 30 years of military
service, he attended numerous Army
technical schools and earned sufficient
academic credits to receive the Depart-
ment of the Army bachelor’s equiva-
lency degree in mathematics and com-
puter science.

After his retirement from the Army,
he continued his lifelong learning with
additional coursework and the study of
complex missile systems.

In 2003, the University of Alabama in
Huntsville recognized his technical
achievements and bestowed upon him
an honorary degree of doctor of
science.

In 1980, Mr. Collazo and his wife Car-
men started COLSA Corporation in
their garage in southeast Huntsville,
AL. COLSA is a service-disabled, vet-
eran-owned company, and it rapidly
grew and received many accolades.

In 1983, COLSA was certified under
the 8(a) Business Development Pro-
gram. The Small Business Administra-
tion certified COLSA as a socially and
economically disadvantaged company.

In 1988, the SBA selected COLSA as
the Regional Small Business Prime
Contractor of the Year—such an
achievement.

In 1997, COLSA received a Cogswell
Award for Excellence in Security Oper-
ations.
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In 2004, COLSA was inducted into the
Alabama Engineering Hall of Fame.

NASA awarded COLSA the Small
Business Prime Contractor of the Year
Award in 2008.

In 2021, Forbes magazine named
COLSA to two of their top lists: Best
Employers by State—4th in Alabama;
and America’s Best Midsize Employ-
ers—17th overall in the United States.

Today, COLSA has grown to over
1,600 employees—1,600 employees from
zero—and currently ranks as 76 on
Washington Technology’s Top 100 Fed-
eral Prime Contractors.

Frank Collazo has personally re-
ceived numerous awards and declara-
tions, some I have enumerated. In the
military—just a few—he was awarded
the Meritorious Service Medal with
two oakleaf clusters, the Army Com-
mendation Medal with three oakleaf
clusters, and a Bronze Star with one
oakleaf cluster for distinguished serv-
ice during his time in Vietnam.

As an industry leader, the Huntsville
and Madison County Chapter of the Na-
tional Management Association recog-
nized Frank Collazo as the manager of
the year 30 years ago, 1991. Mr. Collazo
has served as president of the fol-
lowing: the Air Defense Artillery Asso-
ciation; the Air, Space, and Missile De-
fense Association; the Huntsville Chap-
ter of the National Defense Industrial
Association.

In 2018, he received the Davidson
Award for his leadership in the defense
community. In addition to his leader-
ship in industry, Mr. Collazo has been
exceptionally generous in his contribu-
tions to local organizations. He funded
the Collazo Endowment to retain and
recruit students at the University of
Alabama in Huntsville. He established
the Francisco J. Collazo Scholarship
Fund at Auburn University and is an
original Partner in Education at the
new Alabama School of Cyber Tech-
nology and Engineering Ilocated in
Huntsville.

He is a routine and substantial con-
tributor to over—yes, over—80 chari-
table organizations in the Tennessee
Valley—that is including a lot of Ala-
bama and a lot of Tennessee—personi-
fying his motto when he says ‘‘Char-
acter is a matter of what you do when
no one is watching.”

I am pleased this afternoon here in
the U.S. Senate to join the citizens in
Huntsville, AL, and throughout the
State of Alabama, in offering my sin-
cere thanks and gratitude to Frank
Collazo, and I want to share my appre-
ciation with his wife, Carmen, and his
extended family.

Frank has continually demonstrated
his commitment to our country, the
State of Alabama, and to the commu-
nity. Basically, Frank Collazo is an
outstanding American.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.
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Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 1032.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Sarah A. L.
Merriam, of Connecticut, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Second
Circuit.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 1032, Sarah
A.L. Merriam, of Connecticut, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Second Circuit.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Robert P. Casey, Jr., Sherrod Brown,
Tammy Baldwin, Tina Smith, Jeanne
Shaheen, Chris Van Hollen, Elizabeth
Warren, Catherine Cortez Masto, Raph-
ael G. Warnock, Tim Kaine, Benjamin
L. Cardin, Christopher Murphy, Maria
Cantwell, Christopher A. Coons, Jack
Reed, Gary C. Peters, Tammy
Duckworth.

Mr. SCHUMER. Finally, I ask unani-
mous consent that the mandatory
quorum call for the cloture motion
filed today, September 12, be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Ms. CANTWELL. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NOMINATION OF SALVADOR MENDOZA, JR.

Ms. CANTWELL. Madam President, I
come to the floor today to urge my col-
leagues to vote to confirm Judge Men-
doza to the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Ninth Circuit.
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This is a historic moment. If con-
firmed, Judge Mendoza would be the
first Hispanic judge to serve on the
Ninth Circuit from Washington.

Judge Mendoza, whom I met before
nominating him to the White House
Counsel’s Office as a candidate for U.S.
District Court for the Eastern District
of Washington, has been somebody
who, when you think about his child-
hood growing up in the Yakima Val-
ley—an agricultural area in Eastern
Washington—he comes from a family
of farm workers and has worked in the
fields himself.

As a young student at Prosser High
School, it was not uncommon for him
to wake up before dawn to work in the
fields before rushing home to change
and head to school. His hard work
earned him admission to the Univer-
sity of Washington.

After graduating from the University
of Washington, he left the State to get
his law degree from UCLA. After earn-
ing his degree, he returned home to
Washington, where he worked as assist-
ant attorney general in the Wash-
ington State AG’s Office.

He went on to serve the community
he grew up in, first as a deputy pros-
ecutor for Franklin County and then as
a judge in the Benton-Franklin Supe-
rior Court. He has been an outstanding
judge on the U.S. District Court for the
Eastern District of Washington, where
he has served since 2014. Clearly, my
colleagues here in the Senate saw his
potential since he was confirmed to the
Eastern District 92 to 4.

Judge Mendoza is not just an out-
standing jurist; he is a community
leader as well. He has served on the
boards of directors for numerous orga-
nizations in Central Washington, in-
cluding the Benton-Franklin Legal Aid
Society, the Benton and Franklin
Counties Circle of Hope Foundation for
Drug Courts, and the United Way of
Benton and Franklin Counties.

I know Judge Mendoza will make an
excellent addition to the Ninth Circuit
Court, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port his nomination to the court of ap-
peals.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President,
today the Senate is poised to confirm
another outstanding judicial nominee:
Judge Salvador Mendoza, Jr., nomi-
nated to the Ninth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals.

Judge Mendoza is a highly experi-
enced jurist with a lifelong commit-
ment to public and community service.
After graduating from the University
of Washington and UCLA School of
Law, Judge Mendoza joined the office
of the Franklin County, WA pros-
ecuting attorney, where he handled a
range of felony and misdemeanor cases.
Following this role, Judge Mendoza en-
tered private legal practice, simulta-
neously serving as a judge pro tempore
on various Washington State munic-
ipal, district, and juvenile courts. He
then served 2 years on the Washington
State superior court.

In 2014, President Obama nominated
Judge Mendoza to the Eastern District
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of Washington, and the Senate con-
firmed him on an overwhelmingly bi-
partisan vote, 92-4. Judge Mendoza has
distinguished himself on the bench,
presiding over dozens of trials and dem-
onstrating evenhandedness and impar-
tiality in all matters that have come
before him. And once confirmed, Judge
Mendoza will be the first judge of His-
panic origin to sit on a Washington
seat on the Ninth Circuit.

The American Bar Association has
unanimously rated Judge Mendoza
“well qualified,” and he enjoys the
strong support of his home State Sen-
ators, Mrs. MURRAY and Ms. CANTWELL.

I will support Judge Mendoza’s con-
firmation, and I urge my colleagues to
do the same.

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I
rise today in support of the nomination
of Judge Salvador Mendoza, from my
home State of Washington, to serve on
the Court of Appeals for the Ninth Cir-
cuit.

I was honored to recommend Judge
Mendoza for this seat to President
Biden and to introduce him before the
Senate Judiciary Committee in May.

I was thrilled to see him advance out
of the committee in a bipartisan vote,
and I couldn’t be happier to support
him today and to strongly urge all my
colleagues to join me in voting for his
confirmation to the bench.

Judge Mendoza is a lifelong Wash-
ington State resident and a tremen-
dously qualified candidate to join the
Ninth Circuit Court. He has served as a
district court judge for the Eastern
District of Washington since 2014, when
he was confirmed by the Senate with
an overwhelming, bipartisan majority
of 92-4.

In his time on the bench in the East-
ern District, he has presided over near-
ly 1,600 cases—including appellate
cases—where he treated every party
who came before him with fairness and
respect.

And before that, he served Wash-
ington State as a Superior Court
Judge.

He also has experience as a pros-
ecutor, in the State attorney general’s
office, and as a solo practitioner, where
he often represented defendants who
could not afford their own attorneys.

He also worked to establish the first
drug court in Benton and Franklin
counties, along with prosecutors, de-
fense attorneys, mental health profes-
sionals, and other judges.

From representing those without
means, to establishing drug courts, to
serving with distinction on the Eastern
District Court, Judge Mendoza has
been a trailblazer, focused on building
a more fair and just legal system that
works for everyone—not just the
wealthy and well-off.

Judge Mendoza’s many years of pub-
lic service and even-handed application
of the law have earned him not only
the support of people across the State
of Washington, but also the respect of
both Democrats and Republicans.

It is why my bipartisan judicial
merit selection committee, which in-
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cludes top Republican lawyers, rec-
ommended him to serve in his current
district court judgeship 8 years ago and
why he was confirmed to that judge-
ship in an overwhelmingly bipartisan
vote. And that should be no different
today.

Beyond just his impeccable profes-
sional qualifications, Judge Mendoza
will bring an important perspective to
one of the most consequential appel-
late courts in this country: the per-
spective of someone whose parents im-
migrated to the U.S. from Mexico and
worked as farm laborers, maids, and
factory workers to build a better life
for their family; the perspective of
someone who, as a child, worked beside
them on farms in the Yakima Valley;
the perspective of someone who was
the first Latino Federal judge in the
Eastern District of Washington and
who would break new ground once
again as the first Latino from Wash-
ington State to serve on the Ninth Cir-
cuit.

Confirming Judge Mendoza will bring
us even closer to building a Federal
bench that reflects the diversity of the
people it serves. That is especially im-
portant to me and to the many people
across the country who don’t currently
see themselves represented on our Na-
tion’s courts.

I have no doubt—and based on his
record, I think there can be no doubt
that serving on the Ninth Circuit,
Judge Mendoza will carefully review
each case as an appellate judge, respect
every party that appears before him,
and protect the rights of the American
people.

I urge all of my colleagues to join me
in supporting his confirmation.

Ms. CANTWELL. I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Ms. CANTWELL. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the following
nomination, which the clerk will re-
port.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Salvador Mendoza, Jr., of Washington,
to be United States Circuit Judge for
the Ninth Circuit.

VOTE ON MENDOZA NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Mendoza nomination?

Ms. CANTWELL. Madam President, I
ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.
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