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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 1033.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Lara E.
Montecalvo, of Rhode Island, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the
First Circuit.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 1033, Lara
E. Montecalvo, of Rhode Island, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the First Circuit.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Robert P. Casey, Jr., Sherrod Brown,
Tammy Baldwin, Tina Smith, Jeanne
Shaheen, Chris Van Hollen, Elizabeth
Warren, Catherine Cortez Masto, Tim
Kaine, Benjamin L. Cardin, Chris-
topher Murphy, Maria Cantwell, Chris-
topher A. Coons, Jack Reed, Gary C.
Peters, Tammy Duckworth.

Mr. SCHUMER. Finally, I ask unani-
mous consent that the mandatory
quorum call for the cloture motion
filed today, September 8, be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the vote
scheduled for 1:45 begin immediately.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
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Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 986, Sal-
vador Mendoza, Jr., of Washington, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the Ninth
Circuit.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Ben Ray Lujan, Jack Reed, Jacky
Rosen, Tina Smith, Angus S. King, Jr.,
Patrick J. Leahy, Robert P. Casey, Jr.,
Christopher A. Coons, Alex Padilla,
Chris Van Hollen, Margaret Wood Has-
san, Elizabeth Warren, Jeff Merkley,
Catherine Cortez Masto, Tim Kaine.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Salvador Mendoza, dJr., of Wash-
ington, to be United States Circuit
Judge for the Ninth Circuit, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ), the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OSSOFF), the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS), and the Senator from Ne-
vada (Ms. ROSEN) are necessarily ab-
sent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from North Carolina (Mr. BURR), the
Senator from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO), the
Senator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSI),
the Senator from Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN),
and the Senator from South Carolina
(Mr. ScoTT).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 48,
nays 43, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 330 Ex.]

YEAS—48
Baldwin Graham Padilla
Bennet Hassan Reed
Blumenthal Heinrich Sanders
Booker Hickenlooper Schatz
Brown Hirono Schumer
Cantwell Kaine Shaheen
Cardin Kelly Sinema
Carper King Smith
Casey Klobuchar Stabenow
Collins Leahy Tester
Coons Lujan Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Manchin Warner
Duckworth Markey Warnock
Durbin Merkley Warren
Feinstein Murphy Whitehouse
Gillibrand Murray Wyden

NAYS—43
Barrasso Hagerty Romney
Blackburn Hawley Rounds
Blunt Hoeven Rubio
Boozman Hyde-Smith Sasse
Braun Inhofe Scott (FL)
Capito Johnson Shelby
Cassidy Kennedy Sullivan
Cornyn Lankford Thune
Cotton Lee Tilli

. illis

Cramer Lummis Toomey
Cruz Marshall .
Daines McConnell Tl}bervllle
Ernst Moran Wicker
Fischer Paul Young
Grassley Risch
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NOT VOTING—9

Burr Murkowski Portman
Crapo Ossoff Rosen
Menendez Peters Scott (SC)

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. VAN
HOLLEN). On this vote, the yeas are 48,
the nays are 43.

The motion is agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

REMEMBERING QUEEN ELIZABETH II

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, today,
we take a solemn and somber pause. A
few minutes ago, we learned the sad
news of the passing of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II, the longest reign-
ing Monarch in British history. I join
with Leader MCCONNELL, with my Sen-
ate colleagues, and with all Americans
to offer deepest sympathies and pray-
ers to the royal family and to the peo-
ple of the United Kingdom.

I never had the honor of meeting Her
Majesty the Queen myself, but I ad-
mired much about her until the very
end. It is hard to fathom that today we
have to say goodbye because, after all,
most Americans—to say nothing of the
British people—have never lived in a
world without Her Majesty the Queen.

It is a marvel to think that in the
same year of Her Majesty’s coronation,
Harry Truman was in the White House.
The world was still coming out of the
shadow of the Second World War, en-
tering a bold, uncertain, unchartered
future.

In her time, she came to know 15 dif-
ferent Prime Ministers, 14 U.S. Presi-
dents, traveled to well over 100 coun-
tries, and made over 200 official state
visits. She was the first British Mon-
arch ever to address a joint session of
Congress. And thanks to her, the spe-
cial relationship between the United
States and the UK gained even more
special significance.

Her reign saw the dawn of the atomic
age, the age of the internet, the fall of
the Soviet Union, an unprecedented
global pandemic. She didn’t just wit-
ness the great turns of history; she
helped shape them over the seven dec-
ades—seven decades—of her reign. And
every step of the way, she was pre-
cisely the kind of leader the moment
demanded.

In times of hardship, she was both
strong and comforting. In times of joy,
she was gracious and dignified. She was
a rock, the living embodiment of the
virtues that lie at the core of the na-
tion she so proudly led. I dare say we
will never see a leader quite like her
for as long as we live.

So, today, we join the people of the
UK and the royal family in mourning
the loss of Her Majesty the Queen. May
she rest in peace.

——————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that all postcloture
time on the Mendoza nomination be
considered expired; that the Senate
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vote on the confirmation of the nomi-
nation at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, Sep-
tember 12; and that following the dis-
position of the Mendoza nomination,
the Senate vote on the motion to in-
voke cloture on the Freeman nomina-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
consider the following nominations en
bloc: Calendar Nos. 727, 858, 1110, 1134;
that the Senate vote on the nomina-
tions en bloc without intervening ac-
tion or debate; that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table; and that the President
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nominations of
Dimitri Kusnezov, of Maryland, to be
Under Secretary for Science and Tech-
nology, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity; Jennifer H. Rearden, of New York,
to be United States District Judge for
the Southern District of New York;
Puneet Talwar, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the King-
dom of Morocco; and Natalie K. Wight,
of Oregon, to be United States Attor-
ney for the District of Oregon for the
term of four years en bloc?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that at a time to be
determined by the majority leader, in
consultation with the Republican lead-
er, the Senate proceed to executive ses-
sion to consider Calendar No. 1096,
David Pekoske to be Administrator of
the Transportation Security Adminis-
tration; that there be 10 minutes equal-
ly divided in the usual form on the
nomination; that upon the use or yield-
ing back of the time, the Senate vote
on the nomination without intervening
action or debate; that if confirmed, the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table; that any
statements related to the nomination
be printed in the Record; and that the
President be immediately notified Sen-
ate’s action and the Senate resume leg-
islative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
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proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I was
unable to attend this afternoon’s vote
on the motion to invoke cloture on Ex-
ecutive Calendar No. 986 Salvador Men-
doza, Jr., of Washington, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Ninth Cir-
cuit.

I would have voted yea on the motion
had I been able attend.

————

REMEMBERING SAMUEL F.
SANDOVAL, SR.

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, it is
my honor to recognize the heroic life of
Samuel F. Sandoval, Sr., who passed
away on July 29, 2022. Mr. Sandoval had
been one of the last four remaining
Navajo Code Talkers who served during
World War II and whose unbreakable
code using the Navajo language deliv-
ered military communications and
played an indispensable role in Amer-
ica’s victory in the Pacific.

Mr. Sandoval was Naasht’ézhi
Dine’ésh, Zuni Clan, and born for
T1’'aashchi’i, Red Cheek People. He was
born on October 24, 1923, in Kimbeto,
NM, near Chaco Canyon and graduated
in 1942 from the Navajo Methodist Mis-
sion School in Farmington, NM, where
he was discouraged from using the Nav-
ajo language.

He enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps
in March of 1943 and completed his
basic training Marine Corps Recruit
Depot in San Diego, CA, where the
original 29 Code Talkers had arrived
the previous fall. After transferring to
Camp Pendleton in Oceanside, CA, he
and other Code Talkers created more
than 600 codes using words from the
Navajo Language. As one of the 418
Navajo Code Talkers, he used the 813-
word Navajo code to securely send and
receive military communications.

Mr. Sandoval served in five combat
tours, including Guadalcanal, Bougain-
ville, Guam, Peleliu, and Okinawa, be-
fore his honorable discharge in Janu-
ary 1946. In recognition of his military
service, Mr. Sandoval received the
Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon, a
Combat Action Ribbon, a China Service
Medal, a World War II Victory Medal, a
Navy Occupation Service Medal with
Asia Clasp, and an Asiatic-Pacific
Campaign Medal with a silver star, in
lieu of five bronze stars.

After the war, Mr. Sandoval earned a
degree in substance abuse counseling
from the University of TUtah. He
worked for many years as a counselor,
assisting Navajo people experiencing
alcohol addiction and substance use
disorders at his clinic, To-Tah Alcohol
Counseling.

Like other Code Talkers, Mr.
Sandoval had strict orders not to dis-
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cuss their secret mission during the
war or until it was declassified decades
later in 1968. After their role was re-
vealed publicly, Mr. Sandoval and his
late brother, Merrill Sandoval, took
immense pride in their experiences as
Code Talkers and worked to educate
the public about their contributions.
Mr. Sandoval told his personal account
in both a book and documentary titled,
‘““Naz Bah Ei Bijei: Heart of a Warrior.”

In 2001, Mr. Sandoval received a Con-
gressional Silver Medal from President
George W. Bush in recognition of his
service as a Code Talker. Earlier this
year, during his last trip away from
home, Mr. Sandoval received American
Spirit Award for Bravery from the Na-
tional WWII Museum in New Orleans,
LA. He was looking forward to attend-
ing the groundbreaking for the Navajo
Code Talker Museum in Tse Bonito,
NM, which took place on National Nav-
ajo Code Talkers Day on August 14.

My thoughts are with his widow,
Malula, his surviving siblings, his six
children, his 33 grandchildren, his 33
great-grandchildren, and all those on
the Navajo Nation and in New Mexico
who he inspired through his incredible
life of service.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING SANDY WILLIAMS

® Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, last
weekend, 10 people were tragically
killed in a plane crash near Whidbey
Island, WA, sending waves of shock and
sadness through the entire State.
Today, I join with communities across
Washington in honoring their memo-
ries and grieving this immeasurable
loss for their families and friends.

One of these 10 people was Sandy Wil-
liams, a beloved member of the eastern
Washington community, and a power-
ful civil rights advocate who worked to
lift up Black voices across the State.
Sandy Williams was born and raised in
Spokane Valley and, starting at a
young age, worked hard in pursuit of
equality and justice. In fact, when her
middle school offered a home econom-
ics class for girls but wouldn’t allow
them to take the shop class with the
boys, she refused to take no for and an-
swer and pushed back until she and
other girls were allowed to take shop.
Her fight for fairness and equality
would lead her to leave an indelible
mark on eastern Washington which she
loved so dearly, in so many ways.

Sandy helped establish the Pride
Center at Eastern Washington Univer-
sity to support LGBTQ+ youth. Sandy
also served eastern Washington as its
member of the Washington State Com-
mission on African American Affairs.
And she worked nonstop to lift Black
voices and create a community where
everyone is heard, included, and em-
powered.

In 2016, Sandy started publishing a
newspaper called ‘‘Black Lens’—that
she ran out of her home—to tell the
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