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Vladimir Putin knows how to turn
off the lights, and he knows how to
raise energy prices in foreign coun-
tries. We can’t let Europe become more
dependent on Vladimir Putin for any-
thing, and neither should we become
more dependent, although that seems
to be the Biden policy. Buy more crude
oil from Russia than we were a year
ago—Joe Biden in action.

We need to expand our exports. We
need to expand the production of Amer-
ican energy. We have it, and we have
the capacity to do it. If we want to re-
duce inflation—and that is the No. 1
topic I heard about in Wyoming this
past week as I traveled around and vis-
ited with high school groups, rotary
clubs, people in diners, and folks all
around the State in many, many com-
munities—then why aren’t we just pro-
ducing more energy at home? That will
help bring down the costs at the pump,
the cost to heat, and the cost to get
goods to market.

We need to be producing it in Amer-
ica, in this country, and not be be-
holden to the far-left extremists who
want energy costs to go up when the
American people are struggling to get
by. Energy is called the master re-
source for a reason. It powers our Na-
tion. It powers our military. It powers
our economy. The same is true for our
allies. We should not allow our allies to
fall into the clutches of Vladimir
Putin, even though that is what Joe
Biden’s policies are doing today.

We need more American energy, not
less, and we need it now.

I yield the floor.

VOTE ON RUIZ NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MAR-
KEY). Under the previous order, all
postcloture time has expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Ruiz nomina-
tion?

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Mexico (Mr. LUJAN),
is necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN) and
the Senator from Utah (Mr. ROMNEY).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
HOEVEN) would have voted ‘‘nay.”

The result was announced—yeas 62,
nays 35, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 17 Ex.]

YEAS—62
Baldwin Capito Duckworth
Bennet Cardin Durbin
Blumenthal Carper Feinstein
Blunt Casey Gillibrand
Booker Collins Graham
Brown Coons Grassley
Burr Cornyn Hassan
Cantwell Cortez Masto Heinrich
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Further, if present and voting, the

Senator

from North Dakota

(Mr.

HOEVEN) would have noted ‘‘nay’’.
The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 59,
nays 38, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 18 Ex.]

Hickenlooper Murphy Sinema
Hirono Murray Smith
Kaine Ossoff Stabenow
Kelly Padilla Tester
King Peters Tillis
Klobuchar Portman Toomey
Leahy Reed Van Hollen
Manchin Rosen
Markey Rounds &Z;ﬁzzk
McConnell Sanders
Menendez Schatz War}’ren
Merkley Schumer Whitehouse
Murkowski Shaheen Wyden
NAYS—35
Barrasso Hagerty Risch
Blackburn Hawley Rubio
Boozman Hyde-Smith Sasse
Braun Inhofe Scott (FL)
Cassidy Johnson Scott (SC)
Cotton Kennedy Shelby
Cramer Lankford Sullivan
Crapo Lee Thune
Cruz Lummis Tuberville
Daines Marshall Wicker
Ernst Moran
Fischer Paul Young
NOT VOTING—3
Hoeven Lujan Romney

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
actions.

————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 404, Rupa
Ranga Puttagunta, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be Associate Judge of the Superior
Court of the District of Columbia for the
term of fifteen years.

Charles E. Schumer, Gary C. Peters,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Richard J. Dur-
bin, Richard Blumenthal, Catherine
Cortez Masto, Jacky Rosen, Margaret
Wood Hassan, Mark Kelly, Benjamin L.
Cardin, Brian Schatz, Debbie Stabe-
now, Angus S. King, Jr., Patrick J.
Leahy, Martin Heinrich, Tim Kaine,
Chris Van Hollen.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Rupa Ranga Puttagunta, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be Associate
Judge of the Superior Court of the Dis-
trict of Columbia for the term of fif-
teen years, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Mexico, (Mr. LUJAN)
is necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN) and
the Senator from Utah, (Mr. ROMNEY).

YEAS—59

Baldwin Heinrich Reed
Bennet Hickenlooper Rosen
Blumenthal Hirono Rounds
Blunt Kaine Sanders
Booker Kelly Schatz
Brown King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
Capito Leahy 5
Cardin Manchin glngma

mith
Carper Markey Stabenow
Casey McConnell
Collins Menendez Tgst:,er
Coons Merkley Tillis
Cortez Masto Murkowski Toomey
Duckworth Murphy Van Hollen
Durbin Murray Warner
Feinstein Ossoff Warnock
Gillibrand Padilla Warren
Graham Peters Whitehouse
Hassan Portman Wyden

NAYS—38
Barrasso Fischer Paul
Blackburn Grassley Risch
Boozman Hagerty Rubio
Braun Hawley Sasse
Burr Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Cassidy Inhofe Scott (SC)
Cornyn Johnson Shelby
Cotton Kennedy ;
Cramer Lankford il}lllhvan
une
Crapo Lee .
Cruz Lummis Tgbervﬂle
Daines Marshall Wicker
Ernst Moran Young
NOT VOTING—3
Hoeven Lujan Romney
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

PETERS). On this vote, the yeas are 59,
the nays are 38.
The motion is agreed to.

———————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Rupa Ranga
Puttagunta, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be Associate Judge of the Supe-
rior Court of the District of Columbia
for the term of fifteen years.

————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 406, Kenia
Seoane Lopez, of the District of Columbia, to
be an Associate Judge of the Superior Court
of the District of Columbia for the term of
fifteen years.

Charles E. Schumer, Gary C. Peters,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Richard J. Dur-
bin, Richard Blumenthal, Catherine
Cortez Masto, Jacky Rosen, Margaret
Wood Hassan, Mark Kelly, Benjamin L.
Cardin, Brian Schatz, Debbie Stabe-
now, Angus S. King, Jr., Patrick J.
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Leahy, Martin Heinrich, Tim Kaine,
Chris Van Hollen.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Kenia Seoane Lopez, of the District
of Columbia, to be an Associate Judge
of the Superior Court of the District of
Columbia for the term of fifteen years,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Mexico (Mr. LUJAN)
is necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN) and
the Senator from Utah (Mr. ROMNEY).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
HOEVEN) would have voted ‘‘nay.”

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 59,
nays 38, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 19 Ex.]

YEAS—59

Baldwin Hickenlooper Rosen
Bennet Hirono Rounds
Blumenthal Kaine Sanders
Blunt Kelly Schatz
Booker King Schumer
Brown Klobuchar Shaheen
Cantwell Leahy Sinema
Capito Manchin :
Cardin Markey zzmth

abenow
Carper McConnell Tester
Casey Menendez Tilli
Collins Merkley 1S
Coons Murkowski Toomey
Cortez Masto Murphy Van Hollen
Duckworth Murray Warner
Durbin Ossoff Warnock
Feinstein Padilla Warren
Gillibrand Peters Whitehouse
Hassan Portman Wyden
Heinrich Reed Young

NAYS—38
Barrasso Fischer Moran
Blackburn Graham Paul
Boozman Grassley Risch
Braun Hagerty Rubio
Burr Hawley Sasse
Cassidy Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Cornyn Inhofe Scott (SC)
Cotton Johnson Shelby
Cramer Kennedy Sullivan
Crapo Lankford
Cruz Lee Thune .
Daines Lummis Tlllbervule
Ernst Marshall Wicker
NOT VOTING—3

Hoeven Lujan Romney

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. HAS-
SAN). On this vote, the yeas are 59, the
nays are 38.

The motion is agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Kenia Seoane Lopez, of the
District of Columbia, to be an Asso-
ciate Judge of the Superior Court of
the District of Columbia for the term
of fifteen years.

The
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CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 410, Sean C.
Staples, of the District of Columbia, to be an
Associate Judge of the Superior Court of the
District of Columbia for the term of fifteen
years.

Charles E. Schumer, Gary C. Peters,
Richard Blumenthal, Catherine Cortez
Masto, Sheldon Whitehouse, Richard J.
Durbin, Jacky Rosen, Margaret Wood
Hassan, Mark Kelly, Benjamin L.
Cardin, Brian Schatz, Debbie Stabe-
now, Angus S. King, Jr., Patrick J.
Leahy, Martin Heinrich, Tim Xaine,
Chris Van Hollen.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Sean C. Staples, of the District of
Columbia, to be an Associate Judge of
the Superior Court of the District of
Columbia for the term of fifteen years,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Mexico (Mr. LUJAN),
the Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
MANCHIN), and the Senator from Vir-
ginia (Mr. WARNER) are necessarily ab-
sent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT), the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN), the
Senator from Utah (Mr. ROMNEY), and
the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
TOOMEY).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
HOEVEN) would have voted ‘‘nay.”

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 55,
nays 38, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 20 Ex.]

YEAS—b5
Baldwin Hickenlooper Rosen
Bennet Hirono Rounds
Blumenthal Kaine Sanders
Booker Kelly Schatz
Brown King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
gap(lit?o l%/lealll«:y Sinema
ardin arkey ;

Carper McConnell gzmth

abenow
Casey Menendez Tester
Collins Merkley 11k
Coons Murkowski Tillis
Cortez Masto Murphy Van Hollen
Duckworth Murray Warnock
Durbin Ossoff Warren
Feinstein Padilla Whitehouse
Gillibrand Peters Wyden
Hassan Portman Young
Heinrich Reed

NAYS—38

Barrasso Boozman Burr
Blackburn Braun Cassidy
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Cornyn Hawley Risch
Cotton Hyde-Smith Rubio
Cramer Inhofe Sasse
Crapo Johnson Scott (FL)
Cruz Kennedy Scott (SC)
Daines Lankford Shelby
Ernst Lee Sullivan
Fischer Lummis
Graham Marshall gﬁgﬁfvme
Grassley Moran Wicker
Hagerty Paul

NOT VOTING—17
Blunt Manchin Warner
Hoeven Romney
Lujan Toomey

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote the yeas are 55, the nays are 38.
The motion is agreed to.

————
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Sean C. Staples, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be an Associate
Judge of the Superior Court of the Dis-
trict of Columbia for the term of fif-
teen years.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President,
before I begin my remarks, I have been
asked to do the wrapup.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

THE GREAT EXPERIMENT

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, from
the sweeping Green Mountains to the
shores of the iconic Lake Champlain,
one need look no further than Vermont
to find the beating heart of America.
To this day, communities across
Vermont are welcoming refugees from
around the world and most recently
from war-torn Afghanistan. It is our
history as a nation of immigrants that
make these United States, as George
Washington put it, the Great Experi-
ment.

But with each passing moment, it
seems this simple foundation of our
Nation is under attack. Nationalism is
on the rise and, with it, the threat that
bedrock principles of our democracy
are threatened. The strength of our Na-
tion rests not in what divides us, but in
what unites us. By sharpening the divi-
sion, we edge toward authoritarianism,
as Vermonter Haviland Smith wrote
earlier this month in his column,
“Rural Ruminations.”

Another of our great Presidents,
Abraham Lincoln, so clearly said, ‘“‘A
house divided cannot stand.” Those
words, now nearly 164 years old, are as
true today as ever.
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