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services at St. George’s Episcopal 
Church here in DC. 

Keith credits his faith for guiding 
him throughout his life, and he would 
be the first to tell you that it has been 
a moral compass for him, season after 
political season. But as the Book of 
James asks, ‘‘What good is someone 
who says they have faith but does not 
have works?’’ 

Fret not. In addition to his duties as 
senior warden of the Vestry at St. 
George’s, Keith takes the time to give 
back to his community. He is a mem-
ber of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew. 
He serves as the secretary of the con-
vention of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Washington, and he is a Boy Scout 
leader. 

At every opportunity, he goes out of 
his way to give back. It is a trait he 
learned growing up. As the son and 
grandson of public servants, Keith was 
taught from an early age that service 
to others is the highest calling. 

His grandfather was a transit oper-
ator for the city of New York, while his 
father, a veteran of the U.S. Army and 
the New Jersey Army National Guard, 
worked for the sanitation department 
for 37 years. It is no surprise, then, 
that Keith has followed in their foot-
steps. He is a throwback to a previous 
era, one where individuals spent years, 
if not decades, working for the same 
organization. 

I know Keith never intended to spend 
36 years working in the Senate. He 
used to joke with colleagues that he 
came to Washington fresh out of the 
college just to try it out. But in the 
process, he has gone from working as a 
constituent liaison, to mail director, to 
deputy chief of staff, and so much 
more. 

Today, Keith is an indispensable re-
source for our legislative staff. He is 
our go-to person for appropriations, de-
fense, veterans’ issues, homeland secu-
rity, and the budget. 

He has had a hand in passing count-
less initiatives for our office, from sup-
porting community development finan-
cial institutions to shoring up supply 
chains and expanding senior housing, 
to inserting provisions in the PACT 
Act—that is how we got him here, tell-
ing him that is what we were going to 
talk about—that addresses the needs of 
veterans suffering from Gulf war ill-
ness. 

Keith has had a hand in far too many 
legislative wins to count, but suffice to 
say, the legend of Keith Roachford has 
led to what we call ‘‘the Roachford 
Rule,’’ which is simple: With every ap-
propriations letter I sign on to, with 
every bill I cosponsor, for something to 
pass the Roachford Rule, it needs to 
have a tangible benefit for New Jersey 
families. 

Much like the man it is named after, 
the Roachford Rule is about connecting 
what we do here in DC to the people 
whose lives it affects back home. 

Long after Keith has left the Senate, 
his rule will live on, a testament to his 
relentless pursuit of good government, 

a trademark for a public servant de-
voted to the common good, a namesake 
that all of us in this Chamber would do 
well to emulate. 

I will end with this: Last March, I 
came to this floor to rebuke the words 
that a colleague used in reference to 
the January 6 attack. I won’t use the 
time to rehash what I said; instead, I 
will use this time to once again lift up 
the bravery and the courage of the man 
who compelled me to act. 

Late one night, Keith sent me an 
email that outlined the pain and the 
outrage he felt after reading our col-
league’s comments. In personal terms, 
he relayed how his entire life he has 
had to endure—in overt and covert 
ways—the harmful legacy of racism 
and the stain of White supremacy. 

Knowing Keith, it could not have 
been easy to type that message to his 
boss, a sitting U.S. Senator. 

But as I said in that speech, there 
comes a time when you either ruffle 
some feathers and speak the truth or 
you fail to do justice to the values you 
hold dear. 

The U.S. Senate is a better institu-
tion, and I am certainly a better Sen-
ator, for having Keith Roachford work 
in these Halls. He is man of principle, 
a man of God, a man who has put every 
ounce of his being into the work that 
New Jerseyans have sent us here to do. 

He is the first person to tell you that 
he is not perfect, the first to say that 
he has certainly seen it all over 36 long 
years of service, but, by God, I cannot 
help but feel so thankful, so grateful 
that we have been blessed with his 
presence. He is a calm and steady hand 
that has helped guide our office since 
2006. 

He is the quiet one, the one who 
keeps his powder dry and plays the 
long game; the one who never loses 
sight of the ultimate goal, which is to 
improve the lives of hard-working 
American families. 

John Madison, one of the Framers of 
our Constitution, once said: 

If men were angels, no government would 
be needed. 

I have never met an angel, but I have 
worked alongside Keith Roachford for 
16 of those 36 years. He has served with 
me longer than any other of the U.S. 
Senators he has worked with. And it is 
why I can truthfully say without pause 
or equivocation that Keith Roachford 
is truly doing God’s work here on 
Earth. 

When Keith first mentioned to me 
that he was thinking of leaving, he said 
the most incredible thing. He said: 

You know, Senator, it’s just that with the 
pandemic and with work from home, I’ve 
just gotten to spend more time with Sandy 
and the kids. 

We don’t want to wait any longer to get 
started. 

We make breakfast and we take walks. . . . 
I just don’t want to wait any longer to do 

that. 

That is Keith in a nutshell. That is 
who he is. So I want to congratulate 
Keith on an incredible 36 years of Sen-

ate service. We are going to miss you, 
certainly so. But to you, to Sandy, and 
to your three children, we wish you all 
the best on a well-deserved retirement. 

Thank you, Keith. 
I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
consider the following nominations en 
bloc: Calendar Nos. 967, 994, 1094, 1095, 
1104, 1126, 1127, 1128, 891, 892, 893, 1114, 
1123, and 1069 through 1077; that the 
Senate vote on the nominations en bloc 
without intervening action or debate; 
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table; and 
that the President be immediately no-
tified Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nominations of 
Nasser H. Paydar, of Indiana, to be As-
sistant Secretary for Postsecondary 
Education, Department of Education; 
David Applegate, of Pennsylvania, to 
be Director of the United States Geo-
logical Survey; Susie Feliz, of Virginia, 
to be an Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce; Donald R. Cravins, of Maryland, 
to be Under Secretary of Commerce for 
Minority Business Development (New 
Position); Jaime Areizaga-Soto, of Vir-
ginia, to be Chairman of the Board of 
Veterans’ Appeals for a term of six 
years; Kathryn Wheelbarger, of Cali-
fornia, to be a Member of the Board of 
Directors of the United States Insti-
tute of Peace for a term of four years; 
Michael K. Singh, of Illinois, to be a 
Member of the Board of Directors of 
the United States Institute of Peace 
for a term of four years; Jonathan 
Wingate Burks, of Virginia, to be a 
Member of the Board of Directors of 
the United States Institute of Peace 
for a term of four years; Edward Ga-
briel, of the District of Columbia, to be 
a Member of the Board of Directors of 
the United States Institute of Peace 
for a term of four years; Nathalie 
Rayes, of Massachusetts, to be a Mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the 
United States Institute of Peace for a 
term of four years; Mary Green Swig, 
of California, to be a Member of the 
Board of Directors of the United States 
Institute of Peace for a term of four 
years; Yohannes Abraham, of Virginia, 
to be Representative of the United 
States of America to the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations, with the 
rank and status of Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary; Shir-
ley Sachi Sagawa, of Maryland, to be a 
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Member of the Board of Directors of 
the Corporation for National and Com-
munity Service for a term expiring Oc-
tober 6, 2024; Carlos Felipe Uriarte, of 
California, to be an Assistant Attorney 
General; Carlton W. Reeves, of Mis-
sissippi, to be Chair of the United 
States Sentencing Commission; 
Carlton W. Reeves, of Mississippi, to be 
a Member of the United States Sen-
tencing Commission for a term expir-
ing October 31, 2027; Laura E. Mate, of 
Iowa, to be a Member of the United 
States Sentencing Commission for a 
term expiring October 31, 2027; Claire 
McCusker Murray, of Maryland, to be a 
Member of the United States Sen-
tencing Commission for a term expir-
ing October 31, 2025; Luis Felipe 
Restrepo, of Pennsylvania, to be a 
Member of the United States Sen-
tencing Commission for a term expir-
ing October 31, 2025; Claria Horn Boom, 
of Kentucky, to be a Member of the 
United States Sentencing Commission 
for a term expiring October 31, 2023; 
John Gleeson, of New York, to be a 
Member of the United States Sen-
tencing Commission for a term expir-
ing October 31, 2023; and Candice C. 
Wong, of the District of Columbia, to 
be a Member of the United States Sen-
tencing Commission for a term expir-
ing October 31, 2027 en bloc? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
consider the following nominations en 
bloc: Calendar Nos. 984, 1052, 1061, 1062, 
1064, 1111, 1115, 1116, 1117, and 1118; that 
the Senate vote on the nominations en 
bloc without intervening action or de-
bate; the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table; 
the President be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action; and the Senate 
resume legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nominations of 
Michael C. Gonzales, of California, a 
Career Member of the Senior Foreign 
Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Zambia; 
Timmy T. Davis, of Virginia, a Career 
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Counselor, to be Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the 
State of Qatar; Dean R. Thompson, of 
Maryland, a Career Member of the Sen-
ior Foreign Service, Class of Minister- 
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to Nepal; 
Richard Lee Buangan, of California, a 
Career Member of the Senior Foreign 
Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to Mongolia; Marie C. 

Damour, of Virginia, a Career Member 
of the Senior Foreign Service, Class of 
Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the 
Republic of Fiji, and to serve concur-
rently and without additional com-
pensation as Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Kiribati, the Republic of Nauru, 
the Kingdom of Tonga, and Tuvalu; 
Robert F. Godec, of Virginia, a Career 
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Career Minister, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Kingdom of Thailand; 
Jonathan Henick, of Virginia, a Career 
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Uzbekistan; 
Angela Price Aggeler, of the District of 
Columbia, a Career Member of the Sen-
ior Foreign Service, Class of Minister- 
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of North Macedonia; Gautam A. 
Rana, of New Jersey, a Career Member 
of the Senior Foreign Service, Class of 
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Slovak 
Republic; and Daniel N. Rosenblum, of 
Maryland, a Career Member of the Sen-
ior Executive Service, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of 
Kazakhstan, en bloc? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following Senate resolu-
tions, introduced earlier today: S. Res. 
744, S. Res. 745, and S. Res. 746. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolutions be agreed to, 
the preambles be agreed to, and that 
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table, all 
en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 
The preambles were agreed to. 
(The resolutions, with their pre-

ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

AMENDING TITLE 38, UNITED 
STATES CODE, TO ELIMINATE 
THE REQUIREMENT TO SPECIFY 
AN EFFECTIVE PERIOD OF A 
TRANSFER OF POST-9/11 EDU-
CATIONAL ASSISTANCE TO A DE-
PENDENT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
S. 3606 and the Senate proceed to its 
immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 3606) to amend title 38, United 

States Code, to eliminate the requirement to 
specify an effective period of a transfer of 
Post-9/11 educational assistance to a depend-
ent, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a 
third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading and was read the 
third time. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I know of no further 
debate on the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there 
is no further debate on the bill, the bill 
having been read the third time, the 
question is, Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (S. 3606) was passed as fol-
lows: 

S. 3006 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ELIMINATION OF REQUIREMENT TO 

SPECIFY AN EFFECTIVE PERIOD OF 
A TRANSFER OF POST-9/11 EDU-
CATIONAL ASSISTANCE TO A DE-
PENDENT. 

Section 3319(e) of title 38, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by adding ‘‘and’’ 
after the semicolon; 

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘; and’’ 
and inserting a period; and 

(3) by striking paragraph (3). 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ENSURING THE BEST SCHOOLS 
FOR VETERANS ACT OF 2022 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
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