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Senator Isakson dedicated years of 

service to our beloved State, to our 
veterans, our families, and our chil-
dren. 

He always made it a point to join us 
at the Ebenezer Baptist Church for the 
annual service and commemoration of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. I always smile 
when I consider the fact that he 
showed up. A lot of politicians showed 
up. He always stayed for the whole 
service, and, I will tell you, it is no 
short service. But Senator Isakson was 
there the whole time as we recognized 
and celebrated Georgia’s greatest son, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Johnny Isakson was my friend. In 
fact, when this country elected its first 
Black President, he recognized the his-
toric significance, although he was in a 
different party. He called me on the 
phone. He thought I might want to be 
there. So I witnessed in person the in-
auguration—the first inauguration—of 
Barack Obama as a guest of Johnny 
Isakson. 

And then, a few years later, when we 
were at a flash point—a flash point of 
division in this country—and there 
were some, as we were approaching a 
State of the Union Address, who were 
saying we should not have the same 
kind of partisan scene where one side 
stands up and the other one sits down, 
that we ought to try to find the ways 
in which we are connected, and the 
folks who work here will all try to find 
somebody. You all might remember 
that. Johnny Isakson reached out to 
me, and I was his guest sitting in the 
House, witnessing for the first time in 
person a State of the Union address. 
And the very first time I stood on the 
floor of this Chamber, I came as John-
ny Isakson’s guest, as Chaplain of the 
day, opening the Senate in prayer. 

He was my friend, which is why I was 
not surprised when he called me up and 
he said: RAPHAEL, I am retiring. I want 
to say good-bye, and I want to come by 
your church. 

So on a Sunday morning, Senator 
Isakson and his wife and other mem-
bers of his family came by. We enjoyed 
conversation in my office, and then I 
shortened my sermon that morning so 
he could say hello to the people of Ebe-
nezer. He left a gift to support our min-
istry to veterans because he was so 
committed to those who give so much 
for our freedom. 

Johnny Isakson always showed up, 
and he was unafraid to work across ide-
ological differences, political dif-
ferences, in our State and our country. 
I will never forget that example of pub-
lic service. 

So this morning, with great apprecia-
tion and admiration for Senator John-
ny Isakson—for a friend—I introduced 
a bipartisan resolution with Senator 
OSSOFF, honoring the life and the leg-
acy of Senator Isakson, that is cospon-
sored now by all of my 99 Senate col-
leagues. 

He brings us together in death the 
same way he did in life. He is a model 
of public service, an example to future 

generations of leaders on how to stand 
on principle to make progress, while 
also governing with compassion and a 
heart for compromise. 

I hope we can all remember the les-
sons of Senator Isakson’s service, al-
ways looking for ways to make friends, 
to move our State and Nation forward, 
and, when that doesn’t work, looking 
for how we can make, as he called it, 
‘‘future friends.’’ 

I bring these lessons and other advice 
Senator Isakson gave me to my work 
for Georgia here in the Senate. I am al-
ready looking forward to next year’s 
bipartisan barbecue which Senator 
Isakson started and we carried on this 
year in his honor. 

I look forward to continuing to work 
with all of my colleagues—all of 
them—for the love of the people we 
serve and the spirit of our beloved 
friend, Senator Johnny Isakson. May 
my predecessor and friend live forever 
in our hearts and spirits. He was an up-
standing elected official and an even 
better man. 

Blessed are they who die in the 
Lord’s sense of spirit, for they rest 
from their labors, and their deeds do 
follow them. 

God bless his memory and bless his 
family with the peace of God that sur-
passes human understanding. 

Madam President, as if in legislative 
session, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Senate proceed to the consider-
ation of S. Res. 484, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 484) honoring the life 

and legacy of late Senator John ‘‘Johnny’’ 
Hardy Isakson. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. WARNOCK. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, and that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 484) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The jun-
ior Senator from Florida. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 2895 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Madam Presi-
dent, last month I was proud to see the 
Senate come together in a bipartisan 
effort and pass a Congressional Review 
Act measure to overturn President 
Biden’s unconstitutional Federal vac-
cine mandate on private businesses. In 
that bipartisan vote, a majority of U.S. 

Senators sent a clear message that 
these job-killing mandates are wrong 
and have no place in our country’s 
fight against COVID–19. 

Then, just days after Christmas, 
President Biden said something very 
interesting. While he was talking with 
Governors about the COVID–19 pan-
demic, he admitted: 

Look, there is no Federal solution. This 
gets solved at a State level. 

This is President Biden’s message: 
States should be leading the effort. 
Now, that doesn’t mean there isn’t a 
role for the Federal Government. But 
what we have seen from the Biden ad-
ministration is no progress, just wors-
ening cases, and the horrible job-kill-
ing consequences of his unconstitu-
tional mandates on private businesses. 

I want to be clear: His unconstitu-
tional mandates are job killers. Back 
in October, the Federal Reserve re-
ported that vaccine mandates were 
widely cited by businesses as a reason 
for low labor supply and hiring and re-
tention issues. It was a finding my Re-
publican colleagues and I have been 
warning about for months before their 
report, and it is directly tied to infla-
tion. 

When the labor supply is reduced, 
prices go up, and families, especially 
those on low and fixed incomes, suffer. 
Restaurants, grocery stores, gas sta-
tions, and small businesses all have to 
charge more. 

I heard about a restaurant owner in 
St. Petersburg, FL, who had to take 
certain items off the menu because 
they simply cost too much, and he 
can’t pass the cost on to his customers. 
He has even seen the price of oil and 
to-go boxes more than double. 

I talked to an operator of a food bank 
in Osceola County, FL. She used to see 
15 families each day, and now she is 
seeing upward of 70 families. Food 
prices have gone through the roof. It is 
more expensive for her to get food to 
give to people hurting at the very time 
demand is up. This is the reality for 
families and small businesses all across 
America, and vaccine mandates do 
nothing but make these problems even 
worse. 

I can’t imagine why, just when our 
country is working to get back on its 
feet, the President of the United States 
would be pushing policies that kill 
jobs, but that is exactly what he is 
doing. Now lockdown-loving Dr. Fauci 
and President Biden want to double 
down on their insane mandates and are 
considering forcing every American 
who wants to fly to show proof of vac-
cine before boarding an airplane. This 
is just another Orwellian response from 
the Biden administration and radical 
Democrats that does nothing to pro-
tect the American people. 

Providing information about the 
virus, providing tests, supporting vac-
cine and therapy developments, and 
getting the economy back on track 
should be the only role of the Federal 
Government in this pandemic. 

Congress has to take a stand and pro-
tect the American people from these 
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communist China-style policies that 
are meant to divide us. That is why a 
few months ago, I introduced the Pre-
vent Unconstitutional Vaccine Man-
dates for Interstate Commerce Act. 
The bill would prevent Federal Agen-
cies, like the Department of Transpor-
tation and Department of Commerce, 
from requiring proof of vaccination for 
companies trying to do business across 
State lines. 

Importantly, it would block the Fed-
eral Government from making airline 
passengers show proof of vaccine before 
catching a flight, which is exactly 
what Dr. Fauci wants to do. 

This bill also protects truckers and 
will ensure that the Biden administra-
tion can’t ruin our supply chains even 
more. Our truckers are the key to fix-
ing Biden’s supply chain crisis, and we 
should do everything we can to protect 
them. 

President Biden has continually 
showed us his track record of failed 
policies and a mandate for domestic 
airline passengers would only add to 
his growing failures and blame shift-
ing. We saw it in his failed and deadly 
withdrawal from Afghanistan. We have 
seen his administration’s complete 
failure to handle the crisis across the 
southern border. We see it every day in 
President Biden’s inability to fight in-
flation by stopping reckless spending. 
We continue to see his failure and com-
plete void of leadership in how this ad-
ministration is fighting COVID–19. 

Now, I am sure my Democrat col-
leagues will say that this legislation 
isn’t needed because at this exact mo-
ment, there is not a vaccine mandate 
to fly on a plane, but they said the 
same thing last year when we tried to 
preemptively block vaccine mandates 
for private businesses. They claimed 
the President has committed not to do 
that. We know the President broke 
that promise. 

The American people deserve better 
than politicians who continue to mis-
lead them on the Federal Government’s 
failures to fight COVID properly. The 
back-and-forth has to end. 

We must end these ridiculous, uncon-
stitutional vaccine mandates and focus 
on getting our economy back on track. 
That is why, as I mentioned earlier, 
the U.S. Senate passed a Congressional 
Review Act measure to invalidate 
President Biden’s vaccine mandate on 
a bipartisan basis. The Senate, along 
with the majority of Americans, 
doesn’t believe that the Federal Gov-
ernment should force people to choose 
between taking the vaccine and losing 
their job. That is why I am again de-
manding that the Federal Government 
stop trying to force the American peo-
ple to follow draconian, job-killing 
mandates that hurt families. 

This is the second time I have come 
to the floor to try to pass this bill and 
protect the rights of American families 
and businesses. I would like to thank 
Senators CYNTHIA LUMMIS, RON JOHN-
SON, MIKE LEE, and ROGER MARSHALL 
for joining me in introducing this im-

portant and urgently needed legisla-
tion. This is a commonsense bill, and I 
hope all my colleagues will support it. 

As if in legislative session, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 2895 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

I further ask that the bill be consid-
ered read a third time and passed and 
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The junior Senator from Washington. 
Ms. CANTWELL. Reserving the right 

to object, my colleague is right—he has 
been to the floor to talk about this 
issue, and I don’t think, though, that 
he has all the facts right. 

We just had a major transportation 
hearing in the Commerce Committee 
before we left for the holiday recess, 
and we heard from airline executives— 
some who had implemented their own 
vaccines, some who had implemented 
other mandates and systems on their 
own, and others who basically re-
sponded to the Federal Government’s 
desire to say that passengers would be 
required to wear masks. All of them 
said that this was a big success. All of 
them said that this, along with the 
Federal dollars that went into pre-
serving the airlines, allowed us and our 
economy to recover better than other 
nations had; basically that when the 
upswing in transportation got to the 
point where people felt it was safe to 
travel, that those mechanisms them-
selves helped us have an airline sector 
and industry that could respond so that 
we literally, by Thanksgiving, were up 
to 85, 90 percent of where we had been 
the previous year. 

So my colleague, I think, would like 
us to predetermine today exactly ev-
erything we are going to do on this 
issue; that we would prohibit the Presi-
dent, the Department of Transpor-
tation, Amtrak, and the Transpor-
tation Security Administration from 
making these decisions in the future. 

Now, I can just tell you, I get up 
every day and I read the press. I also 
went to the gym today, and the first 
thing they said is, Where is your vac-
cination card or we are not letting you 
in? So there is the fact that busi-
nesses—the airlines and small busi-
nesses—are using this as a tool. Even 
though DC has the highest explosion of 
COVID cases in the Nation as a per-
centage right now—I understand that 
in the neighborhood I live in, there was 
a pretty hearty New Year’s Eve, but ev-
erybody had to show a vaccination card 
to get into those businesses. Those 
businesses decided they were going to 
stay open. Those consumers decided 
they were going to participate—not the 
choice I would have made, but they de-
cided to do that, and they showed their 
vaccination card. 

So these businesses, the ones that 
the Federal Government is involved 

in—Amtrak and our transportation 
system—they also might have further 
issues in the future that they want to 
look at, so why pass a bill today that 
restricts them from showing proof of 
COVID vaccine in order to travel? 

The proposals that were made at the 
time—we didn’t really know 2 years 
ago now what was going to happen. But 
I can say—and that is why we had our 
most recent hearings—that we were 
right that the transportation sector 
was going to be critical to helping us 
fight the pandemic, that it was going 
to be critical for us to respond in our 
economy, and that it was going to be 
critical to providing essential services 
to some areas of the United States. The 
things we did allowed that air service 
to respond, and those business leaders 
showed up. In fact, one of them made a 
little mistake and said: Oh, you know, 
I think HEPA filters have really, really 
good responses, and maybe we don’t 
need anything. 

Well, he corrected that the next day. 
He corrected it the next day. He said: 
Oh, yeah, yeah, by the way, I believed 
in the mask mandate and still do. 

An airline executive was questioned 
by some of my colleagues, who said: 
Why did you implement your own vac-
cine mandate of your employees? 

He said: Because I wanted to have a 
workforce, and this is the best way I 
could get this workforce. 

So this isn’t a clear-cut issue, but I 
know, right now, why should we pro-
hibit Amtrak or anybody from a deci-
sion that some of these small busi-
nesses are making right in this neigh-
borhood, here in DC or probably Balti-
more? My colleague has just joined us 
on the Senate floor. These people are 
making these decisions, and all we are 
saying is that the Federal Government, 
instead of passing Senator SCOTT’s bill, 
should also have that decision in the 
future in their toolbox if they so 
choose. Why? Because the movement of 
commerce and transportation is so im-
portant to our infrastructure. It is so 
important to us as a nation to keep it 
going. I don’t want to preclude any of 
the tools in the toolbox at this mo-
ment. 

So therefore, Mr. President, I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

HICKENLOOPER). The objection is heard. 
The Senator from Florida. 
Mr. SCOTT of Florida. First off, I 

want to make sure my colleague under-
stands what this bill would do. This 
bill would prevent Federal Agencies, 
like the Department of Transportation 
and the Department of Commerce, 
from requiring proof of vaccination for 
companies trying to do business across 
State lines. 

So what this bill does is say that the 
Federal Government is not going to 
mandate this. If a private business 
wants to say that you have to have a 
vaccine to come in, that is a decision 
that private business gets to make. But 
government shouldn’t be in the posi-
tion to tell a new business that they 
have to require a vaccine. I mean, that 
is not what you do. 
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What this does do is it is killing jobs. 

It is killing people and killing the jobs 
of people who worked their tail off in 
the prior 12 months. 

Now, I don’t know why this is con-
troversial. The Senate, on a bipartisan 
basis, just passed a Congressional Re-
view Act measure striking down Presi-
dent Biden’s vaccine mandate. On a bi-
partisan basis we already decided we 
don’t believe in what the President is 
doing. 

We have got families and businesses 
all across this country that are strug-
gling to keep up with the cost of infla-
tion, and the government should be 
doing everything it can to reduce infla-
tion and get the economy going. 

Look, I know what it is like to go 
hungry because groceries cost too 
much. I watched my mom and my dad 
struggle for years. When prices rose, 
my mom took in odd jobs. When she 
struggled, we didn’t have as much food 
on the table. 

It is the responsibility of the Federal 
Government to improve the economy 
and help families get ahead. We know 
the vaccine mandates are absolutely 
causing prices to rise. When prices rise, 
people are getting hurt, and they are 
making interstate commerce much 
more difficult. 

So instead of taking action to help 
families and curb inflation, the Biden 
Administration is taking every pos-
sible step to make it harder for them 
to put food on the table and afford to 
live in this country. 

The President has already said that 
this must be handled at the State level. 
I agree. And the Federal Government 
can take a step in this direction by en-
suring vaccine passports won’t be re-
quired for interstate commerce. 

They shouldn’t be required to get on 
a plane. They shouldn’t be required to 
carry goods across State lines. 

Even our Nation’s healthcare pro-
viders know that mandates don’t work. 
They stopped doing it in most cases. 
Just last month we saw hospitals 
across this country delay or suspend 
their vaccine mandates because they 
knew it was killing jobs. 

We know that Biden’s unconstitu-
tional mandates are going to make it 
more difficult to retain staff and de-
liver quality care to their patients. I 
don’t understand why my colleague 
wants to give the government more 
power, more power, more power—up-
holding regulations that are causing 
prices to rise and forcing people to 
choose between keeping their jobs and 
getting a vaccine. 

We ought to give people the freedom 
to live their lives, to do exactly what 
my colleague just said: If a business 
wants to require a vaccine, they should 
require that. But if they don’t, the gov-
ernment shouldn’t be doing that. Our 
government should be giving people in-
formation, and let them make the deci-
sions they want to make. 

I trust American families. I trust 
American businesses. They are smart 
enough to make informed decisions 

about their health. But my colleague’s 
objection is bad for American families 
and bad for business owners, and I hope 
she will reconsider her objection. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland. 

ANNIVERSARY OF JANUARY 6 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, tomor-

row will mark the first anniversary of 
one of the darkest moments in our Na-
tion’s history. One year ago tomorrow, 
a mob attacked this building. A mob of 
Americans, incited by a sitting U.S. 
President, was determined to prevent 
the peaceful transition of power that is 
the hallmark of our representative de-
mocracy. A mob of Americans savagely 
attacked and overwhelmed the men 
and women of the U.S. Capitol Police 
and the Metropolitan Police depart-
ments, smashed their way into this sa-
cred space, and disrupted the joint ses-
sion of Congress fulfilling its constitu-
tional duty to count the electoral col-
lege ballots awarding the Presidency to 
Joe Biden. 

January 6, like December 7 and Sep-
tember 11, is a date which will live in 
infamy. 

I refer to the U.S. Capitol as a sacred 
space because it is so much more than 
a building where the Senate and House 
of Representatives meet and conduct 
business. It is the embodiment of our 
ideals, our aspirations and hopes, not 
just to Americans but also to all of hu-
manity. 

In the 1960 essay on ‘‘national pur-
pose’’ for the New York Times and 
LIFE magazine, Archibald MacLeish 
wrote: 

There are those who will say that the lib-
eration of humanity, the freedom of man and 
mind is nothing but a dream. They are right. 
It is the American Dream. 

Insurrectionists desecrated this sa-
cred space and everything it stands for, 
including liberty, self-government and 
the rule of law. The Architect of the 
Capitol can measure the damage they 
did to this building in millions of dol-
lars. The damage they did to our moral 
standing in the world is inestimable. 

I want to take this moment to ac-
knowledge and pay tribute to the thou-
sands of people who work in Congress 
or cover it for the press and continue 
to suffer from the trauma of January 
the 6th. I am talking about the brave 
police officers who protected us. They 
engaged in a battle that one officer de-
scribed as ‘‘medieval.’’ 

And 140 of them, including Metropoli-
tan Police Department officers, suf-
fered physical injuries. One of them, 
Officer Brian Sicknick, died. I imagine 
all the officers who defended the Cap-
itol bear the psychological scars of the 
attack. 

Four officers—Howard Liebengood, 
Jeffrey Smith, Gunther Hashida, and 
Kyle DeFreytag committed suicide in 
the aftermath. But I am also talking 
about the staff who work here in the 
Capitol, in the Senate and House 
Chambers: the doorkeepers, the Parlia-
mentarian’s office, the bill clerk, the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD staff, the floor 

and cloakroom staff, and so many oth-
ers. Many of them had to shelter in 
place. They had to barricade them-
selves in offices, hoping the police 
would get to them before the insurrec-
tionists did. 

I am talking about the committee 
and legislative staff in our DC offices 
and back in our State and district of-
fices, who watched the attack in horror 
and disbelief and feared for the safety 
of their friends and colleagues, who an-
swer the phones and hear death threats 
and obscenities. 

I am talking about the food service 
workers, custodial staff, and other Ar-
chitect of the Capitol and Sergeant at 
Arms employees who were caught in 
the mayhem and then immediately 
went to work cleaning up the mess, re-
pairing the damage, and providing 
other essential services, all in the 
midst of a raging pandemic. 

I am talking about those reporters 
who documented the insurrection at 
great personal peril after Donald 
Trump spent the previous 4 years call-
ing them the enemies of the people and 
openly encouraged his supporters to at-
tack them at his rallies. 

Congress could not function without 
this community of patriotic and hard- 
working Americans. This community is 
hurting. On New Year’s Day, the Wash-
ington Post ran an article entitled 
‘‘Shaken by the Jan. 6 attack, Capitol 
workers quit jobs that once made them 
proud.’’ ‘‘Quit jobs that once made 
them proud’’—what a terrible thing, 
what a loss to our Nation. 

The danger our Nation faced on Jan-
uary 6 has not dissipated. As the New 
York Times editorial board stated a 
few days ago, ‘‘the Republic faces an 
existential threat from a movement 
that is openly contemptuous of democ-
racy and has shown that it is willing to 
use violence to achieve its ends.’’ 

The leader of this movement, of 
course, is Donald Trump. The orga-
nizing principle is the Big Lie that 
Democrats ‘‘stole’’ the election. The 
mindset is what historian Richard 
Hofstadter called ‘‘the paranoid style 
in American politics,’’ which ‘‘produces 
. . . strivings for evidence to prove 
that the unbelievable is the only thing 
that can be believed.’’ 

The response to nearly nonexistent 
voter fraud is to engage in massive 
voter suppression. The objective is not 
election reform; it is election repeal. 

It is important to understand that 
the insurrection on January 6 was not 
a spontaneous event. As Ed Kilgore 
wrote in a New York magazine article 
entitled ‘‘Trump’s Long Campaign to 
Steal the Presidency: A timeline,’’ 
‘‘The insurrection was a complex, 
years-long plot, not a one-day event. 
And it isn’t over.’’ 

Rightwing media personalities and 
QAnon conspiracy followers feverishly 
and cynically stoke the movement for 
their own gain. Elected Republican of-
ficials, fearful of Donald Trump’s 
wrath or eager to curry favor with him, 
enable it. 
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