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recycling accessibility, and for other
purposes.
S. 4003
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 4003, a bill to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of
1968 to provide for training on alter-
natives to use of force, de-escalation,
and mental and behavioral health and
suicidal crises.
S. 4009
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
names of the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. KAINE) and the Senator from
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) were added
as cosponsors of S. 4009, a bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to rebase the calculation of payments
for sole community hospitals and
Medicare-dependent hospitals, and for
other purposes.
S. 4069
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
4069, a bill to amend the National Fire-
arms Act to provide an exception for
stabilizing braces, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 4105
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4105, a bill to treat cer-
tain liquidations of new motor vehicle
inventory as qualified liquidations of
LIFO inventory for purposes of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986.
S. 4168
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
4168, a bill to amend title 54, United
States Code, to reauthorize the Na-
tional Park Foundation.
S. 4192
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIrONO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
4192, a bill amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to end the tax subsidy for
employer efforts to influence their
workers’ exercise of their rights around
labor organizations and engaging in
collective action.
S. 4203
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 4203, a bill to extend the National
Alzheimer’s Project.
S. 4279
At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4279, a bill to increase ef-
ficiency and conservation in public
water systems, and for other purposes.
S. 4325
At the request of Ms. SINEMA, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the Senator from
California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) were added
as cosponsors of S. 4325, a bill to amend
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the Federal Credit Union Act to modify
the frequency of board of directors
meetings, and for other purposes.
S. 4416
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
name of the Senator from Kentucky
(Mr. PAUL) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 4416, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow a credit
against tax for charitable donations to
nonprofit organizations providing edu-
cation scholarships to qualified ele-
mentary and secondary students.
S. 4460
At the request of Mr. ScoTT of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from Ne-
vada (Ms. ROSEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4460, a bill to require the
Commissioner of U.S. Customs and
Border Protection to regularly review
and update policies and manuals re-
lated to inspections at ports of entry.
S. 4612
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 4612, a bill to protect a person’s
ability to access contraceptives and to
engage in contraception, and to protect
a health care provider’s ability to pro-
vide contraceptives, contraception, and
information related to contraception.
S. 4634
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MARSHALL) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 4634, a bill to require the Secretary
of Energy to administer polygraph ex-
aminations to certain foreign nationals
with access to nonpublic areas or infor-
mation of the National Laboratories.
S. RES. 713
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 713, a resolution rec-
ognizing Russian actions in Ukraine as
a genocide.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself,
Mr. PADILLA, and Mr.
HICKENLOOPER):

S. 4666. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to establish a de-
duction for attorney fees awarded with
respect to certain wildfire damages and
to exclude from gross income settle-
ment funds received with respect to
such damages; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise to speak in support of legislation
that I introduced today along with
Senators ALEX PADILLA and JOHN
HICKENLOOPER. This is a companion to
the bipartisan bill that Representative
MIKE THOMPSON has introduced in the
House of Representatives.

In 2020, the Fire Victim Trust was es-
tablished after Pacific Gas & Electric,
PG&E, was found legally responsible
for major California wildfires in 2015,
2017, and 2018. PG&E contributed about
$13 billion to this fund to pay victims
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of these wildfires to cover losses they
suffered.

Unfortunately, the specific situations
of each of these victims is different,
and it is unclear to many whether they
will need to pay Federal income tax on
the amounts they receive. Moreover, it
is unfair that these victims should
have to worry about paying taxes on
amounts that are simply intended to
make them whole.

In addition, about 30 percent of set-
tlement payouts are devoted to attor-
ney fees, for attorneys whom the vic-
tims did not hire. It appears that vic-
tims will even owe taxes on the full
amount of the settlement, including
these attorney fees.

This is a problem now for wildfire
victims in California. However, as the
frequency and severity of wildfires
grows across the Western United
States due to climate change, it is
more likely that this is a problem that
California and other States will face
again.

Our legislation would do two things.
First, it would clarify that such wild-
fire settlement fees are not taxable.
Second, it would create an above-the-
line tax deduction for relevant attor-
ney fees. This would provide tax cer-
tainty and fairness to wildfire settle-
ment victims now and into the future.

With the incidence of wildfires rising,
this is an important issue for Congress
to address now to avoid victims having
to worry about paying taxes on settle-
ment payments that are meant to
make them whole from devastating
losses that many of them have suf-
fered.

I hope my colleagues will join me in
support of this bill.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself
and Mr. PADILLA):

S. 4669. A bill to establish the West-
ern Riverside National Wildlife Refuge,
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
am pleased to introduce the Western
Riverside County National Wildlife
Refuge Act, along with my California
colleague, Senator ALEX PADILLA.

As our country’s population grows, so
does the need for infrastructure like
housing and highways. However, we
must find a way to balance the needs of
growth with the preservation of our
natural resources, including endan-
gered species habitat and green space
for the health and safety of our com-
munities.

Senator PADILLA and I are proud this
legislation would accomplish those
goals by creating a Federal wildlife ref-
uge in western Riverside County as
part of a collaborative land manage-
ment plan created by Riverside Coun-
ty.
The newly created wildlife refuge
would provide expanded recreation,
conservation, and educational opportu-
nities for the local community—one of
the fastest growing in the Nation.
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This legislation builds off Riverside
County’s multiple species habitat con-
servation plan, allowing land that has
already been acquired by the Western
Riverside County Regional Conserva-
tion Authority to be included in the
new Federal wildlife refuge this bill
would create.

Our bill would establish a new unit of
the National Wildlife Refuge System—
the Western Riverside County National
Wildlife Refuge. The refuge would be
comprised of donated lands from West-
ern Riverside County Regional Con-
servation Authority, as well as any ad-
ditional lands deemed appropriate by
the Interior Department acquired from
willing sellers or donors, including
Federal, State, or local agencies,
Tribes, or private land owners.

This refuge would not only create in-
creased recreation, outdoor access, and
educational opportunities in Southern
California but also work to protect en-
dangered species in the region like the
arroyo toad, the southwestern willow
flycatcher, and the quino checkerspot
butterfly. These protections would in
turn help streamline infrastructure
projects and support smart growth and
land management planning.

As temperatures continue to rise and
California experiences another historic
drought and wildfire season, it is more
important than ever to ensure that we
conserve green spaces. As I stated ear-
lier, Riverside County’s population is
one of the fastest growing in the coun-
try, and it is well documented that
human development can have dam-
aging effects on the health of endan-
gered and threatened species. Addition-
ally, overdevelopment results in poor
community health and well-being.

That is why smart, collaborative
land management planning is our best
option on how to move forward with a
growing population and economy,
while safeguarding the resources that
keep our communities and wildlife pop-
ulations healthy.

This bill would support the conserva-
tion of habitat for 146 different species
in the region, including 33 species that
are listed as threatened or endangered
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife. The acquisition boundary
for the refuge was created in collabora-
tion with the county, environmental
groups and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. The boundary area expands on
local conservation efforts and increase
access to green spaces, especially to
underserved communities.

The coronavirus pandemic and recent
extreme heat waves in our State have
served to underscore the importance of
ensuring access and preservation of
open spaces, especially as our Nation’s
population grows and its cities expand.

This bill also meets the Biden admin-
istration’s call to conserve 30 percent
of U.S. lands and waters by 2030, an ini-
tiative known as America the Beau-
tiful. We are proud the creation of this
refuge would contribute to that impor-
tant goal.
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I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this legislation.

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and
Mr. CRAMER):

S. 4672. A bill to modify the author-
ity of the Secretary of Defense to
transfer excess aircraft to other de-
partments of the Federal Government
and to authorize the Secretary to
transfer excess aircraft to the Gov-
ernor of a State, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

Mr. PADILLA, Mr. President, I rise
to introduce the bipartisan Emergency
Aircraft Act of 2022.

Currently, DOD has a program to
transfer excess aircraft to Federal
Agencies for wildfire suppression pur-
poses. However, under current law,
DOD is limited to providing only seven
aircraft total to each Agency.

After years of increasingly cata-
strophic wildfires, it has become clear
that the Federal Government must do
more to support suppression efforts to
get fires under control quickly, as well
as support search and rescue to keep
communities safe. If there are excess
aircraft available, they should be put
to use suppressing fires and protecting
communities.

Furthermore, as fire activity has ex-
ploded in the past few years, States
have stepped up and greatly increased
their own suppression efforts. They
should also be allowed to utilize these
excess aircraft to increase suppression
capabilities and put fires out faster.
However, under current law, States do
not have access to these excess air-
craft.

This bill would remove the arbitrary
cap on how many excess aircraft DOD
can transfer to Federal Agencies for
wildfire suppression efforts; allow
States to receive excess aircraft; ex-
pand the purposes for which these air-
craft could be used from just ‘“‘wildfire
suppression purposes’ to include pur-
poses of ‘“‘wildfire suppression, search
and rescue, or emergency operations
pertaining to wildfires’; and mandate
an annual report from DOD to the
Committees on Armed Services of the
Senate and the House of Representa-
tives on aircraft transferred during the
previous fiscal year.

This bill represents a commonsense
step forward to expand fire suppression
and search and rescue operations
across the Federal Government and
State governments.

I want to thank Senator CRAMER for
joining me in this bipartisan effort,
and I urge my colleagues to join us in
working to pass this bill as quickly as
possible in light of the extreme wildfire
danger facing States across the coun-
try.

S3785
SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 727T—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE UNITED
STATES SHOULD NEGOTIATE

STRONG, INCLUSIVE, AND FOR-
WARD-LOOKING RULES ON DIG-
ITAL TRADE AND THE DIGITAL
ECONOMY WITH LIKE-MINDED
COUNTRIES AS PART OF ITS
BROADER TRADE AND ECONOMIC
STRATEGY IN ORDER TO EN-
SURE THAT THE UNITED STATES
VALUES OF DEMOCRACY, RULE
OF LAW, FREEDOM OF SPEECH,
HUMAN AND WORKER RIGHTS,
PRIVACY, AND A FREE AND
OPEN INTERNET ARE AT THE
VERY CORE OF DIGITAL GOV-
ERNANCE

Mr. YOUNG (for himself, Mr. CARPER,
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. CORNYN,
and Mr. WYDEN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Finance:

S. RES. 727

Whereas over half of the world’s popu-
lation, totaling more than 5,000,000,000 peo-
ple, use the internet;

Whereas the digital economy encompasses
the economic and social activity from bil-
lions of online connections among people,
businesses, devices, and data as a result of
the internet, mobile technology, and the
internet of things;

Whereas the Bureau of Economic Analysis
found that the digital economy contributed
nearly 10.2 percent of United States gross do-
mestic product and supported 7,800,000
United States jobs in 2020;

Whereas the technology-commerce eco-
system added 1,400,000 jobs between 2017 and
2021, and served as the main job-creating sec-
tor in 40 States;

Whereas United States jobs supported by
the digital economy have sustained annual
wage growth at a rate of 5.9 percent since
2010, as compared to a 4.2 percent for all jobs;

Whereas, in 2020, United States exports of
digital services surpassed $520,000,000,000, ac-
counting for more than half of all United
States services exports and generating a dig-
ital services trade surplus for the United
States of $214,000,000,000;

Whereas digital trade bolsters the digital
economy by enabling the sale of goods on the
internet and the supply of online services
across borders and depends on the free flow
of data across borders to promote commerce,
manufacturing, and innovation;

Whereas digital trade has become increas-
ingly vital to United States workers and
businesses of all sizes, including the count-
less small and medium-sized enterprises that
use digital technology, data flows, and e-
commerce to export goods and services
across the world;

Whereas digital trade has advanced entre-
preneurship opportunities for women, people
of color, and individuals from otherwise
underrepresented backgrounds and enabled
the formation of innovative start-ups;

Whereas international supply chains are
becoming increasingly digitized and data
driven and businesses in a variety of indus-
tries, such as construction, healthcare,
transportation, and aerospace, invested
heavily in digital supply chain technologies
in 2020;

Whereas United States Trade Representa-
tive Katherine Tai said, ‘‘[T]here is no bright
line separating digital trade from the digital
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