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and elsewhere will have the resources
they need to secure appropriate accom-
modations.

I am also working to ensure that the
Douglas School District is able to inte-
grate and support Air Force members’
children and provide sufficient class-
room space. This NDAA would provide
$15 million in impact aid for schools
experiencing force structure changes
like the anticipated growth at Ells-
worth with the arrival of the B-21 mis-
sion.

I am grateful to Senator ROUNDS for
his assistance getting this through the
committee’s markup and to our State’s
at-large Representative, Congressman
JOHNSON, for his work to get it in-
cluded in the House-passed bill. This
expanded program should be a good
first step to help ensure that Douglas
School District is able to expand to
meet the needs of new Ellsworth fami-
lies.

The House of Representatives, to its
credit, voted on its version of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act the
other day. But, unfortunately, the
House legislation’s total funding au-
thorization is lower than the Senate
bill’s number. That is a concern, not
only because we have a lot of priorities
to fund but because inflation is cur-
rently cutting into the military’s
spending power.

Inflation affects American families
and businesses, but it also has a serious
effect on our Nation’s security. As
prices soar across the economy, the
military is able to do less with the dol-
lars that it has and that can affect
troop readiness and the military’s abil-
ity to keep up with needed programs
and purchases, from weapons to vehi-
cles to aircraft and ships.

It is essential that the final House
and Senate bill include the Senate’s
top-line funding number.

In his 1793 annual message to Con-
gress, George Washington said:

There is a rank due to the United States
among nations which will be withheld, if not
absolutely lost, by the reputation of weak-
ness. If we desire to avoid insult, we must be
able to repel it; if we desire to secure peace,
one of the most powerful instruments of our
rising prosperity, it must be known that we
are at all times ready for war.

In other words, ‘‘Peace
strength.”

These words hold true in every age.
The surest method of securing peace is
ensuring we are prepared for war. As
Russia’s unprovoked attack on Ukraine
reminds us, there will always be na-
tions who threaten peace and freedom.
And the surest way to prevent these
powers from destroying freedom is to
ensure that we present a powerful
threat of our own, a credible deterrent
that stops these nations and other bad
actors from wanting to tangle with us.
There is no more a certain way to in-
vite war than to be unprepared to meet
the bullies and the dictators of the
world.

The National Defense Authorization
Act is one of the most essential pieces
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of legislation we take up each year be-
cause it helps ensure that our Nation is
equipped to defend itself and to deter
aggression.

I hope that the Democratic leader-
ship will consider deferring its tax-and-
spending plans to take up this impor-
tant national security legislation in
the near future.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from New Hamp-
shire.

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that in addition to
myself, both Senators GRASSLEY and
CARPER be permitted to speak for up to
10 minutes each before the scheduled
vote.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore.

Without objection, it is so ordered.

TRIBUTE TO JEAN TOAL EISEN

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I
come to the floor today as the current
chair of the Senate Appropriations
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies because
I want to pay tribute to the clerk who
has worked with me for the last 6 years
but who has been in public service here
for the Federal Government for 27
years, including 26 years of service in
the U.S. Senate, and that is Jean Toal
Eisen, who is going to be retiring from
the Federal Government.

And Jean is here along with two
other members of the staff of the CJS
Subcommittee, Blaise Sheridan and
Michael Bednarczyk, as well as three
members of my staff, Ariel Marshall,
Janelle DiLuccia, and Chad
Kreikemeier, my chief of staff.

We are here because we think it is
important, and I especially think it is
important to recognize the people who
make this body run. And it is people
like Jean, who have dedicated their
whole careers to this institution, who
allow us to—who mean that we can, on
occasion, get things done that make a
huge difference for the people of this
country.

And I know I speak for all the mem-
bers of the Appropriations Committee
and its staff when I say that Jean will
be sorely missed.

Just last week, as I looked at the
breathtaking images captured from
NASA’s James Webb telescope, 1
thought about Jean. It is no exaggera-
tion to say that those images exist, in
no small part, because of her work on
this subcommittee. And they serve as a
fitting capstone for her distinguished
career.

And, of course, then I thought about
other ways that Jean’s influence will
endure, ensuring millions of people will
get access to broadband because of her
work on the Infrastructure Investment
and Jobs Act—and there were many
late nights that she and other members
of my staff and Senator COLLINS’ staff
worked with the Commerce Depart-
ment to try and ensure we could get
those broadband sections done—and
then also helping survivors of domestic
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violence, sexual assault, and child
abuse receive access to critical services
because of Jean’s successful efforts to
release more resources from the Crime
Victims Fund. In fact, every year that
I have been chair of Commerce, Jus-
tice, and Science, because of Jean’s ef-
forts, we have maximized funding in
the Office of Violence Against Women
so that each year over year we have
done better.

She has also been there to ensure
that the next generation of STEM
innovators and leaders get record in-
vestments in the National Science
Foundation and NASA. And it is really
appropriate that we are considering bi-
partisan chips innovation legislation
on the floor this week, Jean’s last in
the Senate, because she played a cen-
tral role drafting and negotiating this
critical legislation that will bolster
American manufacturing and protect
our national security interests.

And though Jean will no longer be in
the Senate, her legacy is already felt
everywhere, and the American people
are better for it. Jean’s journey in the
Senate began as a staff assistant for
Senator Ernest Hollings of South Caro-
lina, her home State Senator.

Later, she served on the staff of the
Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation as senior
adviser and deputy policy director for
Chairman Dan Inouye, before serving
as deputy policy director at the U.S.
Department of Commerce.

And since 2010, she has served on the
CJS Subcommittee, and from 2014 to
2017, she was the deputy staff director
of the Senate Committee on Appropria-
tions for Chair Barbara Mikulski, who
I know if she were here would also be
on the floor to sing Jean’s praises.

I have had the pleasure of having
Jean as my clerk since 2017, when I
took over the CJS Subcommittee as
Vice Chair. And I think that words
really can’t capture Jean’s personality,
but I would be doing a disservice to
this body if I didn’t try to give a sense
of why Jean is one of the most effective
staffers on Capitol Hill.

And I think the first thing to know is
that Jean always gives you the truth—
whether you want to hear it or not.
The second thing to know about her is
that she always has a sense of humor,
even when the going gets tough, and all
of us who have been here through
tough challenges know that maintain-
ing a sense of humor is absolutely crit-
ical.

Her colleagues will remember her as
incredibly knowledgeable, kind, and
pragmatic because, at heart, Jean is a
problem-solver. She understands that
the U.S. Government is one of the most
impressive institutions the world has
ever seen, and she has dedicated her ca-
reer to improving it.

Jean is also the proud mom of her
daughter Pat, who is a rising sopho-
more at Longwood University and is,
among other things, a saxophonist in
the school’s ‘‘Stampede’ Athletic Pep
Band.
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Now that she is no longer drafting
annual appropriations bills, we hope
that Jean will have more quality time
to spend with Pat, with her husband
Pete, and with her many family mem-
bers and friends and maybe even a lit-
tle more time for hockey and gar-
dening. Although if she is going to sup-
port hockey, she really needs to sup-
port the Bruins, so we are not sure how
much time we want to give her for
that.

But it gives me great joy to publicly
thank Jean for her extraordinary work
for this committee. Congratulations,
Jean. Thank you for your decades of
service to our country and your com-
mitment to the U.S. Senate. Neither
your expertise nor your good humor
will soon be replaced, but your work
will not be forgotten anytime soon.

I yield the floor.

Mr. HAGERTY. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

NOMINATION OF GREGORY BRIAN WILLIAMS

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, today I
have the honor to rise in support of
Greg Williams to serve as a judge on
the U.S. District Court for the District
of Delaware, one of the busiest and, we
believe, most important district courts
in our Nation.

Before delving into what makes Dela-
ware’s district court such an essential
part of the American economy and
what makes Greg Williams an excep-
tional nominee to serve, in the words
of the American Bar Association, they
deem him ‘“‘well qualified” to be a Fed-
eral judge.

I want to share some background and
the process that we use in Delaware for
making recommendations to the Fed-
eral bench to the President.

A few years ago my friend—and I call
him my wingman—Senator CHRIS
CooNs and I had the opportunity to
make recommendations to the White
House for two vacancies on this same
court. There was, at the time, a Presi-
dent of a different party, and the ma-
jority here was on the other side, not
on this side at that time.

Our process was simple then and was
straightforward and borrowed heavily
from the process that I used while serv-
ing as Governor of Delaware for 8
years. Throughout those 8 years when I
was privileged to serve as Governor, we
relied on a judicial nominating com-
mission and charged them with a sim-
ple task. Basically, this was it: find the
most qualified individuals, regardless
of political party, make recommenda-
tions to the Governor for appointments
to Delaware’s many important State
courts, including our State supreme
court and the court of chancery.
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We used a similar process for Federal
district court vacancies. The process
served Delaware well during those 8
years, and I believe that the process
Senator CooNs and I have used now
serves our Nation well, too, regardless
of which political party controls the
White House or the Senate. It has
yielded yet another extraordinary
nominee. That nominee is Greg Wil-
liams, a partner at Fox Rothschild.
Former president of the Delaware
State Bar Association and President
Biden’s nominee to serve as the next
judge on the U.S. District Court for
Delaware.

But Greg is more than a lawyer,
much more. He is a father, a husband,
a son, and a brother. In fact, he is the
youngest brother in his family of five,
with four older sisters, and I know they
help to keep him on the straight and
narrow much like my older sister did
with me.

Greg has been married to his high
school sweetheart, Terina, for 27 years.
Together, they have raised two chil-
dren in Delaware that any one of us
would be proud to call our own.

A Villanova Law School graduate,
Greg has worked at one of top law
firms in the Nation, Fox Rothschild,
for the past 28 years.

Through hard work and commitment
to excellence, in 2003, Greg became the
first African-American attorney to
have been hired as an associate and
then be named as a partner at Fox
Rothschild. Greg learned those val-
ues—hard work and commitment to ex-
cellence—in part as a member of the
U.S. Army Reserves, where he served
from 1986 to 1994—part of those years
when I was his commander in chief as
Governor of the State of Delaware.

After law school, Greg embarked on a
successful legal career that has earned
him the respect and admiration of
Delaware’s highly regarded legal com-
munity.

Greg has particular expertise in in-
tellectual property and business litiga-
tion, which make him particularly
well-suited for the Delaware District
Court.

More than his professional qualifica-
tions, though, Greg is the personifica-
tion of the Golden Rule, which calls on
us to treat one another the way we
want to be treated. And, as a result, he
is also the personification of judicial
temperament in that courtroom—and
any courtroom, for that matter.

Like Senator COONS and me and
many of our colleagues, Greg is a per-
son of deep faith. He understands per-
sonally the words ‘‘Golden Rule” and
what they mean. And if confirmed, I
believe he will use that rule to guide
him on the bench.

Let me close by saying this: We have
all probably heard a saying that is of-
tentimes used in relationship to an un-
dersized boxer—someone who punches
above their weight.

The Delaware District Court is one of
the busiest courts in our country. It
handles an array of cases related to in-
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tellectual property law, patent law,
bankruptcy law, and other specialized
business cases that are critical to the
functioning of our national economy.

Like our small State, this court
punches above its weight, and our
nominee Greg Williams not only has
the credentials and the temperament,
but the strong work ethic that are nec-
essary for this court to continue to
function as one of the most important
district courts in our land.

I consider it a privilege to give him
my strongest possible endorsement,
and I encourage my colleagues to join
Senator COONS and me today in sup-
porting his nomination on the Senate
floor.

And with that, I don’t see if—I don’t
know that our colleague—here comes
Senator COONS, here to speak on behalf
of this nominee as well.

I will just say this: You know, we
have judicial nominees come before us,
not every day but often in this body. In
some cases, the folks who are from the
State where that nominee hails, they
know them, have at least a passing
knowledge of them, and have maybe
met them.

We have known Greg Williams for al-
most a quarter of a century. He is not
just one of the finest lawyers in our
State; he is one of the finest human
beings in our State.

It is an honor for me to join Senator
CoOONS in suggesting his name to the
President of this country. We are
grateful the President actually sub-
mitted that name now to the U.S. Sen-
ate for our consideration.

And with that, I am going to yield
the floor. I see we have Senator CAS-
SIDY here. I don’t know if he has the
opportunity to—no, he is going to wait
for a while.

I am going to just stop right here.
Senator COONS stopped just briefly. I
think he is going to be right back on
the floor; and, hopefully, he will be
able to pick up right where I—I will do
the handoff to my colleague from Dela-
ware.

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent for 1 minute of
floor time to speak to the impending
nomination.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I would
like to thank my colleague and senior
Senator, my friend, Mr. ToMm CARPER,
who allows me to be his wingman here
on the floor of the Senate and in our
home State of Delaware.

I just wanted to speak briefly to the
outstanding qualifications of the nomi-
nee that will be before us in a moment,
Greg Williams of Delaware.

As a member of the Delaware Bar, as
a member of the Judiciary Committee,
I have joined my senior Senator,
friend, and colleague in advancing this
nomination, both suggesting to the
White House strongly that he would be
an excellent next member of the impor-
tant Federal bench in Delaware and



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-07T20:38:39-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




